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THE  AUTHOR'S  APOLOGY. 

Ths  following  work,  in  which,  at  the  outset,  nothing  more  was 
contemplated  than  a  temporary  jeu  d^esprit,  was  commenced  in  com- 
pany with  my  brother,  the  late  Peter  Irving,  Esq.  Our  idea  was, 
to  parody  a  small  hand-book  which  had  recently  appeared,  entitled 
"  A  Picture  of  New  York."  Like  that,  our  work  was  to  begin 
with  an  historical  sketch ;  to  be  followed  by  notices  of  the  customs, 
manners,  and  institutions  of  the  city ;  written  in  a  serio-comio 
▼ein,  and  treating  local  errors,  follies,  and  abuses  with  good-hu- 
mored satire. 

To  burlesque  the  pedantic  lore  displayed  in  certain  Americaa 
works,  our  historical  sketch  was  to  conmience  with  the  creation  of 
the  world ;  and  we  laid  all  kinds  of  works  under  contribution  for 
trite  citations,  relevant,  or  irrelevant,  to  give  it  the  proper  air  of 
learned  research.  Before  this  crude  mass  of  mock  erudition  could 
be  digested  into  form,  my  brother  departed  for  Europe,  and  I  was 
left  to  prosecute  the  enterprise  alone. 

I  now  altered  the  plan  of  the  work.  Discarding  all  idea  of  a 
parody  on  the  Picture  of  New  York,  I  determined  that  what  had 
been  originally  intended  as  an  introductory  sketch,  should  comprise 
the  whole  work,  and  form  a  comic  history  of  the  city.  I  accord- 
ingly moulded  the  mass  of  citations  and  disquisitions  into  introduc- 
tory chapters  forming  the  first  book ;  but  it  soon  became  evident 
to  me  that,  like  Robinson  Crusoe  with  his  boat,  I  had  begun  on  too 
large  a  scale,  and  that,  to  launch  my  history  successfully,  I  must 
reduce  its  proportions.    I  accordingly  resolved  to  confine  it  to  the 


la 
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period  of  the  Datch  domination,  whicli,  in  its  rise,  progress,  and 
deulittc,  presented  timt  unit?  of  subject  required  bj-  classic  rule.  It 
was  a  period,  also,  at  tliat  time  almost  &  terra  incognita  in  historj. 
In  fact,  I  was  surprised  to  find  how  few  of  aij  fellow-citizens  were 
aware  that  New  York  liad  ever  been  called  New  Amsterdam,  or 
had  heard  of  the  namea  of  its  early  Dutch  governors,  or  cared  a 
Btraw  about  their  ancient  Dutch  progenitors. 

This,  then,  broke  upon  me  as  the  poetic  ago  of  our  cltj ;  poetic 
from  its  very  obscurity  ;  and  open,  like  the  early  and  obscure  da^s 
of  ancient  Gome,  to  &U  the  ciiibollisliuients  of  heroic  fiction.  I 
hailed  luy  native  city,  as  fortunate  above  all  other  Aiaericaii  citieii, 
in  having  an  antlqnity  thus  extending  b.ick  into  the  regions  of 
doubt  and  fable ;  neither  did  I  conceive  I  was  committing  any 
gricTons  historical  sin  in  helping  out  the  few  facts  I  could  collect 
in  this  remote  and  forgotten  region  with  figments  of  my  own 
bmin,  or  in  giving  characteristic  attributes  to  the  few  names  con- 
nected with  it  which  ]  might  dig  up  from  oblivion. 

In  this,  donbtleas,  I  reasoned  like  a  young  and  inexperience 
writer,  besotted  with  his  own  fancies;  and  my  presurnptnc 
passes  into  Uiis  sacred,  though  neglected,  region  of  history,  1 
met  with  deserved  rebuke  from  men  of  soberer  minds.     I 
late,  however,  to  reeal!  the  shaft  thns  rashly  laimched. 


one  whose  s 


r  wound,  I  can  only  say  wH 


Let  my  disclaiming  IVoTn  »  piiqwaed  evil 

Frcu  mc  BO  far  in  your  moat  gcacmiis  lliODghta, 
That  I  li«To  ehol  my  wrow  o'er  llie  bouse, 
And  hurt  nij  brotlipr. 

1  will  sny  this  in  further  apology  for  my  work ;  that  if  it  li 
t.iken  nn  unwarrantable  liberty  with  our  early  provincial  histoi 
it  has  nt  leo-tt  turned  attention  to  that  history  and  provoked  r 
fenreh.     It  ia  only  since  tlib  work  appeared  tliat  the  foi^ 
archives  of  the  province  have  been  nimiiiiiged,  aud  the  facts  a 
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personages  of  the  olden  time  rescued  fh)m  the  dnst  of  oblivion  and 
elevated  into  whatever  importance  thej  may  virtnallj  possess. 

The  main  object  of  mj  work,  in  fact,  had  a  bearing  wide  from 
the  sober  dm  of  historj ;  but  one  which,  I  trust,  will  meet  with 
some  indulgence  from  poetic  minds.  It  was  to  embody  the  tradi- 
tions of  our  city  in  an  amusing  form ;  to  illustrate  its  local  humors, 
customs,  and  peculiarities ;  to  clothe  home  scenes  and  places  and 
familiar  names  with  those  imaginative  and  whimsical  associations 
so  seldom  met  with  in  our  new  country,  but  which  live  like  charms 
and  speUs  about  the  cities  of  the  old  world,  binding  the  heart  of 
the  native  inhabitant  to  his  home. 

In  this  I  have  reason  to  believe  I  have  in  some  measure  succeed- 
ed. Before  the  appearance  of  my  work  the  popular  traditions  of 
our  city  were  unrecorded ;  the  peculiar  and  racy  customs  and  usages 
derived  from  our  Dutch  progenitors  were  unnoticed  or  regarded 
with  indifference,  or  adverted  to  with  a  sneer.  Now  they  form  a 
convivial  currency,  and  are  brought  forward  on  all  occasions ;  they 
link  our  whole  community  together  in  good  humor  and  good  fel- 
lowship ;  they  are  the  rallying  i)oints  of  home  feeling ;  the  season- 
ing of  our  civic  festivities;  the  staple  of  local  tales  and  local 
pleasantries ;  and  are  so  harped  upon  by  our  writers  of  popular 
fiction,  that  I  find  myself  almost  crowded  off  the  legendary  ground 
which  I  was  the  first  to  explore,  by  the  host  who  have  followed  in 
my  footsteps. 

I  dwell  on  this  head  because,  at  the  first  appearance  of  my  work, 
its  aim  and  drift  were  misapprehended  by  some  of  the  descendants 
of  the  Dutch  worthies ;  and  because  I  understand  that  now  and 
tlien  one  may  still  be  found  to  regard  it  with  a  captious  eye.  Tlie 
far  greater  part,  however,  I  have  reason  to  flatter  myself,  receive 
my  good-humored  picturings  in  the  same  temper  in  which  they 
were  executed ;  and  when  I  find,  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  forty  years, 
this  hap-hazard  production  of  my  youth  still  cherished  among 
them ;  when  I  find  its  very  name  become  a  "  household  word  "  and 
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used  to  give  the  home  stauip  to  every  tiling  recommended  for  pop- 
ular aeoeptatioD,  eaeh  as  Knickerbocker  societies;  Knickerbocker 
insorance  oompaniee ;  Knickerbocker  steamboata ;  Knickerbocker 
omniboBea;  Knickerbocker  bread,  and  Knickerbocker  ice;  and 
when  I  find  Kew  Torkera  of  Dutch  descent  priding  themselves 
npon  being  "  genuine  Knickerbockers,^  I  please  myself  with  the 
persuasion  that  I  have  struck  the  right  chord ;  that  my  dealings 
with  the  good  M  Dutch  times,  and  the  customs  and  usages  de- 
rived from  them,  are  in  harmony  with  the  feelings  and  humors  of 
my  townsmen ;  that  I  have  opened  a  Tein  of  pleasant  associationa 
and  quaint  characteristics  peculiar  to  my  natiye  place,  and  which 
its  inhabitants  will  not  willingly  suffer  to  pass  away;  and  that 
though  other  histories  of  New  York  may  appear  of  higher  clidma 
to  learned  acceptation,  and  may  take  their  dignified  and  appropri- 
ate rank  in  the  family  library ;  Knickerbocker's  history  will  still 
be  received  with  good-humored  indulgence,  and  be  thumbed  and 
chuckled  over  by  the  family  fireside.  W.  L 

BUHSTSIDI,  18i8. 


NOTICES 


WHICH  APPSABXD  IN  THB  NIWSPAPBBS  PBBYIOTJS  TO  THB  FUBUOA- 

TION  or  THIS  WOBK. 


-•♦♦- 


From1heJB9mii^Po9tqfOetob€rW,l809. 
DISTRESSING. 

Left  his  lodgings,  some  time  since,  and  has  not  since  heen  heard  of,  a 
small  dderlj  gentleman,  dressed  in  an  old  black  coat  and  cocked  hat,  by  the 
name  of  Knickerbocker,  As  there  are  some  reasons  for  beliering  he  is  not 
entirely  in  his  right  mind,  and  as  g^reat  anxiety  is  entertained  about  him,  any 
information  concerning  him  left  either  at  the  Columbian  Hotel,  Mulberry 
street,  or  at  the  oiBce  of  this  paper,  will  be  thankfully  receiyed. 

P.  S.  Printers  of  newipapers  would  be  aiding  the  cause  of  humanity  in 
giring  an  insertion  to  the  above. 


JVom  (AtfMWM,  Novemlbm'  8, 1809. 

To  tMs  Editcr  of  the  Evming  Jhd  : 

Sib,— Having  read  in  your  paper  of  the  26th  October  last,  a  paragraph 
respecting  an  old  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Knickerbockerf  who  was  misshig 
ftt>m  his  lodgings ;  if  it  would  be  any  relief  to  his  friends,  or  furnish  them 
with  any  doe  to  discorer  where  he  is,  yon  may  inform  them  that  a  person 
answering  the  description  giren,  was  seen  by  the  passengers  of  the  Albany 
stage,  early  in  the  morning,  about  four  or  fire  weeks  since,  resting  himself 
by  the  side  of  the  road,  a  little  above  King's  Bridge.  He  had  in  his  hand  a 
small  handle  tied  in  a  red  bandana  handkerchief:  he  appeared  to  be  travel* 
ling  northward,  and  was  very  much  fatigued  and  exhausted. 

A  TRAVELLER. 
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JVwi  Ike  mmts^  Ko9mmh§t  IC,  18011 

n  tk4  EdUor  qf  ik4  Svfmmg  FM  : 

Sib, — ^Toa  have  been  good  enoogfa  to  pnblUh  in  jour  papfr  a  pftragnph 
•bont  Mr.  Ditdriek  Kniektrhodttr,  who  wu  misting  to  strmngelj  tooie  tioM 
since.  Nothing  satisfsctory  has  been  heard  of  the  old  gentleman  since ;  but 
a  vtry  euritma  tmd  <^  a  wriiUn  book  has  been  found  in  his  room,  in  his  own 
handwriting.  Now  I  wish  yon  to  notice  him,  if  he  is  still  alire,  that  if  be 
does  not  retorn  and  paj  off  his  bill  for  boarding  and  lodging,  I  shall  ha?t  to 
diqKMe  of  his  book  to  satisfy  me  for  the  same. 

I  am,  sir,  jonr  hnmble  serrant, 

SETH  HANDASIDB, 
Landlord  of  the  Independent  CdnmblaD  Hotel,  Molberrj  itfeet 


Drom  DU  eoiiM,  Nbvmmher  fS,  1809. 

LITERART  NOTICE. 

Imsup  k  BmADFOBD  ha?e  in  press,  and  will  shortly  publish 

A  HI8T0BY  OF  NEW  TORE, 
In  two  volumes,  duodecimo.    Price  Three  Dollars. 

Containing  an  account  of  its  discoYerj  and  settlement,  with  its  internal  poli- 
cies, manners,  customs,  wars,  Ac,  Ac.,  under  the  Dutch  goTemment,  fur* 
nishing  manj  curious  and  interesting  particulars  nerer  before  published, 
and  which  are  gathered  fh)m  rarious  manuscript  and  other  authenticated 
sources,  the  whole  being  interspersed  with  philosophical  speculations  and 
moral  precepts. 

This  work  was  found  in  the  chamber  of  Mr.  Diedrich  Knickerbocker,  the 
old  gentleman  whose  sudden  and  mjsterious  disappearance  hss  been  noticed. 
It  is  published  in  order  to  discharge  certain  debts  he  has  left  behind. 


JVom  the  American  CYMmm,  Deoeimber  «,  180iL 

Is  this  day  published 
By  IvBKRP  it  BKAoroEO,  No.  128  Broadway, 

A  HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK, 

Ac,  Ac 

(Containing  same  as  aboTC.) 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  AUTHOR. 

TT  was  some  lime,  if  I  recollect  right,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
•^  autumn  of  1808,  that  a  stranger  applied  for  lodgings  at  the 
Independent  Columbian  Hotel  in  Mulberry  street,  of  which  I 
am  landlord.  He  was  a  small,  brisk-looking  old  gentleman, 
dressed  in  a  rusty  black  coat,  a  pair  of  olive  velvet  breeches, 
and  a  small  cocked  hat.  He  had  a  few  gray  hairs  plaited  and 
clubbed  behind,  and  his  beard  seemed  to  be  of  some  eight-and- 
forty  hours'  growth.  The  only  piece  of  finery  which  he  bore 
about  him,  was  a  bright  pair  of  square  silver  shoebuckles,  and  all 
his  baggage  was  contained  in  a  pair  of  saddle-bags,  which  he  car 
ried  under  his  arm.  His  whole  appearance  was  something  out 
of  the  common  run ;  and  my  wife,  who  is  a  very  shrewd  body, 
at  once  set  him  down  for  some  eminent  country  schoolmaster. 
As  the  Independent  Columbian  Hotel  is  a  very  small  house, 
I  was  a  little  puzzled  at  first  where  to  put  him ;  but  my  wife, 
who  seemed  taken  with  his  looks,  would  needs  put  him  in  her 
best  chamber,  which  is  genteelly  set  off  with  the  profiles  of 
the  whole  fiunily,  done  in  black,  by  those  two  great  painters, 
Jarvis  and  Wood ;  and  commands  a  very  pleasant  view  of  the 
new  grounds  on  the  Collect,  together  with  the  rear  of  the 
Poor  House  and  Bridewell,  and  a  full  front  of  the  Hospital ; 
90  that  it  is  the  cheerfullest  room  in  the  whole  house. 
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During  the  whole  time  that  he  stayed  with  us,  we  found 
him  a  very  worthy  good  sort  of  an  old  gentleman,  though  a 
little  queer  in  his  ways.  He  would  keep  in  his  room  for  days 
together,  and  if  any  of  the  children  cried,  or  made  a  noise 
about  his  door,  he  would  bounce  out  in  a  great  passion,  with 
his  hands  full  of  papers,  and  say  something  about  ^  deranging 
his  ideas ;  **  which  made  my  wife  believe  sometimes  that  he 
was  not  altogether  compon.  Indeed,  there  was  more  than  one 
reason  to  make  her  think  so,  for  his  room  was  always  covered 
with  scraps  of  paper  and  old  mouldy  books,  laying  about  at 
sixes  and  sevens,  which  he  would  never  let  anybody  touch ; 
for  he  said  he  had  laid  them  all  away  in  their  proper  places, 
so  that  he  might  know  where  to  find  them ;  though  for  that 
matter,  he  was  half  his  time  worrying  about  the  house  in 
search  of  some  book  or  writing  which  he  had  carefully  put 
out  of  the  way.  1  shall  never  forget  what  a  pother  he  once 
made,  because  my  wife  cleaned  out  his  room  when  his  back 
was  turned,  and  put  every  thing  to  rights ;  for  he  swore  he 
would  never  bo  able  to  get  his  papers  in  order  again  in  a  twelve- 
month. Upon  this  my  wife  ventured  to  ask  him  what  he  did 
M'ith  so  many  books  and  papers ;  and  he  told  her,  that  ho  was 
**  seeking  for  immortality  ; "  which  made  her  think  more  than 
ever,  that  the  poor  old  gentleman's  head  was  a  little  cracked. 

He  was  a  very  inquisitive  body,  and  when  not  in  his  room 
was  continually  poking  about  town,  hearing  all  the  news,  and 
prying  into  every  thing  that  was  going  on  :  this  was  particu- 
larly the  case  about  election  time,  when  he  did  nothing  but 
bustlo  about  from  poll  to  poll,  attending  all  ward  meetings, 
and  committee  rooms ;  though  I  could  never  find  that  he  took 
part  with  either  side  of  the  question.    On  the  contrary,  he 
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would  come  home  and  rail  at  boUi  parties  with  great  wrath— « 
and  plainly  proved  one  day,  to  the  satisfaction  of  my  wife  and 
three  old  ladies  who  were  drinking  tea  with  her,  that  the  two 
parties  were  like  two  rogues,  each  tugging  at  a  skirt  of  the 
nation  ;  and  that  in  the  end  they  would  tear  the  very  coat  off 
its  back,  and  expose  its  nakedness.  Indeed  he  was  an  oracle 
among  the  neighbors,  who  would  collect  around  him  to  hear 
him  talk  of  an  afternoon,  as  he  smoked  his  pipe  on  the  bench 
before  the  door ;  and  I  really  believe  he  would  have  brought 
over  the  whole  neighborhood  to  his  own  side  of  the  question, 
if  they  could  ever  have  found  out  wnat  it  was. 

He  was  very  much  given  to  argue,  or,  as  he  called  it,  pki- 
hsophize^  about  the  most  trifling  matter ;  and  to  do  him  jus- 
tice, I  never  knew  anybody  that  was  a  match  for  him,  except 
it  was  a  grave-looking  old  gentleman  who  called  now  and  then 
to  see  him,  and  often  posed  him  in  an  argument.  But  this  is 
nothing  surprising,  as  I  have  since  found  out  this  stranger  is 
the  city  librarian ;  who,  of  course,  must^  be  a  man  of  great 
learning :  and  I  have  my  doubts  if  he  had  not  some  hand  in 
the  following  history. 

As  our  lodger  had  been  a  long  time  with  us,  and  we  had 
never  received  any  pay,  my  wife  began  to  be  somewhat  un« 
easy,  and  curious  to  find  out  who  and  what  he  was.  She  ac- 
cordingly made  bold  to  put  the  question  to  his  friend,  the 
librarian,  who  replied  in  his  dry  way  that  he  was  one  of  the 
literatiy  which  she  supposed  to  mean  some  new  party  in  pol- 
itics. I  scorn  to  push  a  lodger  for  his  pay  ;  so  I  let  day  after 
day  pass  on  without  dunning  the  old  gentleman  for  a  farthing : 
but  my  wife,  who  always  takes  these  matters  on  herself,  and 
is,  as  I  said,  a  shrewd  kind  of  a  v/oman,  at  last  got  out  of  pa- 


20  AOOOUNT  OF  TUB  AUTnOB. 

tienoe,  and  hinted,  that  she  thought  it  high  time  **  some  people 
should  have  a  sight  of  some  people's  money.**  To  which  the 
old  gentleman  replied,  in  a  mighty  touchy  manner,  that  she 
need  not  make  herself  uneasy,  for  that  he  had  a  treasure  there, 
(pointing  to  his  saddlebags,)  worth  her  whole  house  put  to- 
gether. This  .was  the  only  answer  we  could  ever  get  from 
him ;  and  as  my  wife,  by  some  of  those  odd  ways  in  which 
women  find  out  every  thing,  learnt  that  he  was  of  very  great 
connections,  being  related  to  the  Knickerbockers  of  Scaghti- 
koke,  and  cousin-german  to  the  congressman  of  that  name,  she 
did  not  like  to  treat  him  uncivilly.  What  is  more,  she  evea 
offered,  merely  by  way  of  making  things  easy,  to  let  him  live 
scot-free,  if  he  would  teach  the  children  thoir  letters ;  and  to 
try  her  best  and  get  her  neighbors  to  send  their  chil<lren  also : 
but  the  old  gentleman  took  it  in  sueh  dudgeon,  and  seemed  so 
affronted  at  being  taken  for  a  schoolmaster,  that  she  never 
dared  to  speak  on  the  subject  again. 

About  two  months  ago,  he  went  out  of  a  morning,  with  a 
bundle  in  his  hand,  and  has  n>ver  becMi  heard  of  since.  All 
kinds  of  inquiries  were  made  after  him,  but  in  vain.  I  wrote 
to  his  relations  at  Scaghtikoke,  l)ut  thev  sent  for  answer,  that 
he  had  not  lK»cn  thcTc  siueo  the  vcvar  Intore  last,  when  he  had 
a  j^reat  dispute  with  the  congressman  about  politics,  an<l  left; 
the  place  in  a  huff,  and  they  had  neither  hfanl  nor  sren  any 
thing  of  him  from  that  time  to  this.  1  must  (jwu  1  felt  very 
much  worried  about  the  poor  old  gentleman,  for  1  thought 
something  bad  must  have  happened  to  him,  that  he  should  l>e 
missing  so  long,  and  never  return  to  pay  his  bill.  1  therefore 
advertised  him  in  the  newspapers,  and  though  my  melancholy 
advertisement  was  published  by  several  humane  printers,  yet 
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I  have  never  been  able  to  learn  any  thing  satisfactory  about 
him. 

My  wife  now  said  it  was  high  time  to  take  care  of  our- 
selves, and  see  if  he  had  left  any  thing  behind  in  his  room, 
that  would  pay  us  for  his  board  and  lodging.  We  found 
nothing,  however,  but  some  old  books  and  musty  writings,  and 
his  saddle-bags ;  which,  being  opened  in  the  presence  of  the 
librarian,  contained  only  a  few  articles  of  worn-out  clothes, 
and  a  large  bundle  of  blotted  paper.  On  looking  over  this, 
the  librarian  told  us  he  had  no  doubt  it  was  the  treasure 
which  the  old  gentleman  had  spoken  about ;  as  it  proved  to 
be  a  most  excellent  and  fitithfiil  History  of  New  York,  which 
he  advised  us  by  all  means  to  publish :  assuring  us  that  it 
would  be  so  eagerly  bought  up  by  a  discerning  public,  that 
he  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  enough  to  pay  our  arrears  ten 
times  over.  Upon  this  we  got  a  very  learned  schoolmaster, 
who  teaches  our  children,  to  prepare  it  for  the  press,  which 
he  accordingly  has  done ;  and  has,  moreover,  added  to  it  a 
number  of  valuable  notes  of  his  own. 

This,  therefore,  is  a  true  statement  of  my  reasons  for  hav- 
ing this  work  printed,  without  waiting  for  the  consent  of  the 
author :  and  I  here  declare,  that  if  he  ever  returns,  (though  I 
mndi  fear  some  unhappy  accident  has  befallen  him,)  I  stand 
ready  to  account  with  him  like  a  true  and  honest  mam 
Which  is  all  at  present, 

From  the  public's  humble  servant, 

Seth  IIandasids. 
Independent  Columbian  Hotel,  New  York. 

The  forgoing  account  of  the  author  was  prefixed  to  the 
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first  edition  of  this  work.  Shortly  afler  its  publication,  a  lct> 
tor  was  rooeivcd  from  him,  by  Mr.  Ilandaside,  dated  at  a 
tmall  Dutch  village  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  whither  be 
had  travelled  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  certain  ancient 
records.  As  this  was  one  of  those  few  and  happy  villages, 
into  which  newspapers  never  find  their  way,  it  is  not  a  matter 
Df  surprise  that  Mr.  Knickerbocker  should  never  have  seen 
tlie  numerous  advertisements  that  were  made  concerning  him ; 
and  that  he  should  Icam  of  the  publication  of  his  history  by 
mere  acc*ident. 

He  expressed  much  concern  at  its  premature  appearance, 
as  thereby  he  was  prevented  from  making  several  important 
corrections  and  alterations :  as  well  as  from  profiting  by 
many  curious  hints  which  he  hxul  collected  during  his  travels 
along  the  shores  of  the  Tappaii  Sea,  and  his  sojourn  at  Haver- 
straw  and  Esopus. 

Finding  that  there  was  no  longer  any  immediate  necessity 
for  his  return  to  New  York,  he  extended  his  journey  up  to  the 
residence  of  his  relations  at  Scaghtikoke.  On  his  way  thither, 
ho  stopped  for  some  days  at  Albany,  for  which  city  he  is 
known  to  have  entertained  a  great  partiality.  He  found  it, 
however,  considerably  altered,  and  was  much  concernetl  at  the 
inroads  and  improvements  which  the  Yankees  were  making, 
and  the  consequent  decline,  of  tlie  good  old  Dutch  manners. 
Indeed,  he  was  informed  that  these  intruders  were  making  sad 
innovations  in  all  parts  of  the  state ;  wHere  they  had  given 
great  trouble  and  vexation  to  the  regular  Dutch  settlers,  by 
the  introduction  of  turnpike  gates,  and  country  s<-hool-houses. 
It  is  said  also,  that  ^fr.  Knickerbocker  shook  his  head  sorrow- 
fully at  noticing  the  gradual  decay  of  the  great  Vander  Hey- 
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den  palace ;  but  was  highly  indignant  at  finding  that  the  an- 
cient Dutch  churchy  which  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  street, 
had  been  pulled  down,  since  his  last  visit. 

The  fiwne  of  Mr.  Knickerbocker's  history  having  reached 
even  to  Albany,  he  received  much  flattering  attention  from 
its  worthy  burghers,  some  of  whom,  however,  pointed  out 
two  or  three  very  great  errors  he  had  fallen  into,  particularly 
that  of  suspending  a  lump  of  sugar  over  the  Albany  tea-tables, 
which,  they  assured  him,  had  been  discontinued  for  some 
years  past.  Several  families,  moreover,  were  somewhat 
piqued  that  their  ancestors  had  not  been  mentioned  in  his 
work,  and  showed  great  jealousy  of  their  neighbors  who  had 
thus  been  distinguished ;  while  the  latter,  it  must  be  confessed, 
plumed  themselves  vastly  thereupon;  considering  these  re- 
cordings in  the  light  of  letters-patent  of  nobility,  establishing 
their  diums  to  ancestry — ^which,  in  this  republican  country,  is 
a  matter  of  no  little  solicitude  and  vainglory. 

It  is  also  said,  that  he  enjoyed  high  favor  and  countenance 
from  the  governor,  who  once  asked  him  to  dinner,  and  was 
seen  two  or  three  times  to  shake  hands  with  him,  when  they 
met  in  the  streets ;  which  certainly  was  going  great  lengths, 
considering  that  they  differed  in  politics.  Indeed,  certain  of 
the  governor's  confidential  friends,  to  whom  he  could  venture 
to  speak  his  mind  freely  on  such  matters,  have  assured  us, 
that  he  privately  entertained  a  considerable  good  will  for  our 
author — ^nay,  he  even  once  went  so  far  as  to  declare,  and  that 
openly  too,  and  at  his  own  table,  just  after  dinner,  that 
"^  Knickerbocker  was  a  very  well  meaning  sort  of  an  old  gen- 
tleman, and  no  fool."  From  all  which  many  have  been  led 
to  suppose,  that  had  our  author  been  of  different  politics,  and 
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written  for  the  newspapers  instead  of  wasting  his  talents  on 
histories,  he  might  have  risen  to  some  post  of  honor  and 
profit :  pcrodvcnturc,  to  be  a  notary  public,  or  even  a  jostioe 
in  the  ten-pound  court. 

Beside  the  honors  and  civilities  already  mentioned,  he  was 
much  caressed  by  the  literati  of  Albany ;  particularly  by  Mr. 
John  Cook,  who  entertained  him  very  hospitably  at  his  ciroo- 
lating  library,  and  reading  room,  where  they  used  to  drink 
Spa  water,  and  talk  about  the  ancients.  He  found  Mr.  Cook 
a  man  after  his  own  heartr— of  great  literary  research,  and  a 
curious  collector  of  books.  At  parting,  the  latter,  in  testi- 
mony of  friendship,  made  him  a  present  of  the  two  oldest 
works  in  his  collection  ;  which  were  the  earliest  edition  of  the 
Heidelberg  Catechism,  and  Adrian  Vander  Donck's  famous 
account  of  the  New  Netherlands :  by  the  last  of  which,  Mr. 
Knickerbocker  profited  greatly  in  this  his  second  edition. 

Having  passed  some  time  very  agreeably  at  Albany,  our 
author  proceeded  to  Scaghtikoke :  where,  it  is  but  justice  to 
say,  he  was  received  with  open  arms,  and  treated  with  won- 
derful loving-kindness.  He  was  much  looked  up  to  by  the 
family,  being  the  first  historian  of  the  name ;  and  was  consid- 
ered almost  as  great  a  man  as  his  cousin  the  congressman — 
with  whom,  by  the  by,  ho  became  perfectly  reconciled, -and 
contracted  a  strong  friendship. 

In  spite,  however,  of  the  kindness  of  his  relations,  and  their 
great  attention  to  his  comforts,  the  old  gentleman  so<m  be- 
came restless  and  discontented.  His  history  Wing  published, 
he  had  no  longer  any  business  to  occupy  his  thoughts,  or  any 
scheme  to  excite  his  hopes  and  anticipations.  This,  to  a  busy 
mind  like  his,  was  a  truly  deplorable  situation ;  and,  had  he 
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not  been  a  man  of  inflexible  morals  and  regular  habits,  there 
would  have  been  great  danger  of  his  taking  to  politics,  or 
drinking — ^both  w}\ich  pernicious  vices  we  daily  see  men 
driven  to,  by  mere  spleen  and  idleness. 

It  is  true,  he  sometimes  employed  himself  in  preparing  a 
second  edition  of  his  history,  wherein  he  endeavored  to  cor- 
rect and  improve  many  passages  with  which  he  was  dissatis- 
fied, and  to  rectify  some  mistakes  that  had  crept  into  it ;  for 
he  was  particularly  anxious  that  his  work  should  be  noted 
for  its  authenticity ;  which,  indeed,  is  the  very  life  and  soul 
of  history.  But  the  glow  of  composition  had  departed — ^he 
had  to  leave  many  places  untouched,  which  he  would  fain  have 
altered ;  and  even  where  he  did  make  alterations,  he  seemed 
always  in  doubt  whether  they  were  for  the  better  or  the 
worse. 

After  a  residence  of  some  time  at  Scaghtikoke,  he  began 
to  feel  a  strong  desire  to  return  to  New  York,  which  he  ever 
regarded  with  the  warmest  affection ;  not  merely  because  it 
was  his  native  city^  but  because  he  really  considered  it  the 
Tery  best  cily  in  the  whole  world.  On  his  return,  he  entered 
into  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  advantages  of  a  literary  repu- 
tation.. He  was  continually  importuned  to  write  advertise- 
ments, petitions,  handbills,  and  productions  of  similar  import ; 
and,  although  he  never  meddled  with  the  public  papers,  yet 
bad  he  the  credit  of  writing  innumerable  essays,  and  smart 
things,  that  appeared  on  all  subjects,  and  all  sides  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  in  all  which  he  was  clearly  detected  '*  by  his  style." 

He  contracted,  moreover,  a  considerable  debt  at  the  post- 
office^  in  consequence  of  the  numerous  letters  he  received  from 
authors  and  printers  soliciting  his  subscription,  and  he  was 
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applied  to  by  ovory  charitable  society  for  yearly  donationii 
which  he  gave  very  cheerfully,  considering  these  applications 
as  so  many  compliments.  He  was  oncQ  invited  to  a  great 
corporation  dinner ;  and  was  even  twice  summoned  to  attend 
as  a  juryman  at  the  court  of  quarter  sessions.  Indeed,  so 
renowned  did  he  become,  that  he  could  no  longer  pry  about, 
as  formerly,  in  all  holes  and  comers  of  the  city,  according  to 
the  bent  of  his  humor,  imnoticed  and  imintemipted ;  but  sev- 
eral times  when  he  has  been  sauntering  the  streets,  on  his 
usual  rambles  o£  observation,  equipped  with  his  cane,  and 
cocked  hat,  the  little  boys  at  play  have  been  known  to  cry, 
''  there  goes  Diedrich ! " — at  which  the  old  gentleman  seemed 
not  a  little  pleased,  looking  upon  these  salutations  in  the  light 
of  the  praise  of  posterity. 

In  a  word,  if  we  take  into  consideration  all  those  various 
honors  and  distinctions,  together  with  an  exuberant  eulogium 
passed  on  him  in  the  Port  Folio— (with  which,  we  are  told, 
the  old  gentleman  was  so  much  overpowered,  that  he  was  sick 
for  two  or  three  days) — it  must  be  confessed,  that  few  authors 
have  ever  lived  to  receive  such  illustrious  rewards,  or  have  so 
Completely  enjoyed  in  advance  their  own  immortality. 

After  his  return  from  Scaghtikoke,  Mr.  Knickerbocker 
took  up  his  residence  at  a  little  rural  retreat,  which  the  Stuy- 
vesants  had  granted  him  on  the  family  domain,  in  gratitude 
for  his  honorable  mention  of  their  ancestor.  It  was  pleasantly 
situated  on  the  borders  of  one  of  the  salt  marshes  beyond  Cor- 
lear's  Hook :  subject,  indeed,  to  be  occasionally  overflowed, 
and  much  infested,  in  the  summer  time,  with  mosquitos ; 
but  otherwise  very  agreeable,  producing  abundant  crops  of 
salt  grass  and  bulrushes. 
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Here,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  the  good  old  gentleman  fell 
dangerously  ill  of  a  fever,  occasioned  by  the  neighboring 
marshes.  When  he  found  his  end  approaching,  he  disposed 
of  his  worldly  affairs,  leaving  the  bulk  of  his  fortune  to  the 
New  York  Historical  Society  :  his  Heidelberg  Catechism,  and 
Vander  Donck's  work  to  the  city  library  ;  and  his  saddle-bags 
to  Mr.  Handaside.  lie  forgave  all  his  enemies — that  is  to 
say,  all  who  bore  any  enmity  towards  him  ;  for  as  to  himself, 
he  declared  ho  died  in  good  will  with  all  the  world.  And, 
after  dictating  several  kind  messages  to  his  relations  at  Scagh* 
tikoke,  as  well  as  to  certain  of  our  most  substantial  Dutch 
citizens,  he  expired  in  the  arms  of  his  friend  the  librarian. 

His  remains  were  interred,  according  to  his  own  request, 
in  St.  Mark's  churchyard,  close  by  the  bones  of  his  favorite 
hero,  Peter  Stuy  vesant :  and  it  is  rumored,  that  the  Historical 
Society  have  it  in  mind  to  erect  a  wooden  monument  to  hia 
memory  in  the  Bowling  Green* 
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*'  rpO  rescue  from  oblivion  the  memory  of  former  incidents, 
-*■  and  to  render  a  just  tribute  of  renown  to  the  many  great 
and  wonderful  transactions  of  our  Dutch  progenitors,  Diedrich 
Knickerbocker,  native  of  the  city  of  New  York,  produces  this 
historical  essay."  *  Like  the  great  Father  of  History,  whose 
words  I  have  just  quoted,  I  treat  of  times  long  past,  over 
which  the  twilight  of  uncertainty  had  already  thrown  its  shad- 
ows, and  the  night  of  forgetfulness  was  about  to  descend  for- 
ever. With  great  solicitude  had  I  long  beheld  the  early  his- 
tory of  this  venerable  and  ancient  city  gradually  slipping  from 
our  grasp,  trembling  on  the  lips  of  narrative  old  age,  and  day 
by  day  dropping  piecemeal  into  the  tomb.  In  a  little  while, 
thought  I,  and  those  reverend  Dutch  burghers,  who  serve  as 
the  tottering  monuments  of  good  old  times,  will  be  gathered 
to  their  &thers ;  their  children,  engrossed  by  the  empty  pleas- 
ures or  insignificant  transactions  of  the  present  age,  will  neg- 
lect to  treasure  up  the  recollections  of  the  past,  and  posterity 
will  search  in  vain  for  memorials  of  the  days  of  the  Patri- 
archs. The  origin  of  our  city  will  be  buried  in  eternal 
oblivion,  and  even  the  names  and  achievements  of  Wouter 
Van  TwiUer,  William  Kieft,  and  Peter  Stuy vesant,  be  envel- 

*  Beloe's  Herodotus. 
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oped  in  doubt  and  fiction,  like  those  of  Romulus  and  Remmii 
of  Charlemagne,  King  Arthur,  Rinaldo,  and  Godfrey  of  Bo- 
logno. 

Determined,  therefore,  to  avert  if  possible  this  threatened 
misfortune,  I  industriously  set  myself  to  work,  to  gather 
together  all  the  fragments  of  our  infant  history  which  still 
existed,  and  like  my  reverend  prototype,  Herodotus,  where 
no  written  records  could  be  found,  I  have  endeavored  to  con- 
tinue the  chain  of  history  by  well-authenticated  traditions. 

In  this  arduous  undertaking,  which  has  been  the  whole 
business  of  a  long  and  solitary  life,  it  is  incredible  the  number 
of  learned  authors  I  have  consulted ;  and  all  but  to  little  pur- 
pose. Strange  as  it  may  seem,  though  such  multitudes  of 
excellent  works  have  been  written  about  this  country,  there 
are  none  extant  which  gave  any  full  and  satisfactory  account 
of  the  early  history  of  New  York,  or  of  its  three  first  Dutch 
governors.  I  have,  however,  gained  much  valuable  and 
curious  matter,  from  an  elaborate  manuscript  written  in 
exceeding  pure  and  classic  low  Dutch,  excepting  a  few  errors 
in  orthography,  which  was  found  in  the  archives  of  tlie  Stuy- 
vesant  family.  Many  legends,  letters,  and  other  documents 
have  I  likewise  gleaned,  in  my  researches  among  the  family 
chests  and  lumber  garrets  of  our  respectable  Dutch  citizens ; 
and  I  have  gathered  a  host  of  well-authenticated  traditions 
from  divers  excellent  old  ladies  of  my  acquaintance,  who  re- 
quested that  their  names  might  not  be  mentioned.  Nor  must 
I  neglect  to  acknowledge  how  greatly  I  liave  been  assisted  by 
tliat  admirable  and  praiseworthy  institution,  the  New  York 
Historical  Society,  to  which  I  here  publicly  return  my  sin- 
cere acknowledgments. 
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In  the  conduct  of  this  inestimable  work  I  have  adopted  no 
individual  model ;  but  on  the  contrary  have  simply  contented 
myself  with  combining  and  concentrating  the  excellences  of 
the  most  approved  ancient  historians.  Like  Xenophon,  I 
have  maintained  the  utmost  impartiality,  and  the  strictest 
adherence  to  truth  throughout  my  history.  I  have  enriched 
it  after  the  manner  of  Sallust,  with  various  characters  of 
ancient  worthies,  drawn  at  full  length,  and  fiiithfully  colored. 
I  have  seasoned  it  with  profound  political  speculations  like 
^ucydides,  sweetened  it  with  the  graces  of  sentiment  like 
Tacitus,  and  infused  into  the  whole  the  dignity,  the  grandeur, 
and  magnificence  of  Livy. 

I  am  aware  that  I  shall  incur  the  censure  of  numerous 
very  learned  and  judicious  critics,  for  indulging  too  frequently 
in  the  bold  excursive  manner  of  my  favorite  Herodotus.  And 
to  be  candid,  I  have  found  it  impossible  always  to  resist  the 
allurements  of  those  pleasing  episodes  which,  like  flowery 
banks  and  fragrant  bowers,  beset  the  dusty  road  of  the  his- 
torian, and  entice  him  to  turn  aside,  and  refresh  himself  from 
his  wayfaring.  But  I  trust  it  will  be  found  that  I  have  always 
resumed  my  staff,  and  addressed  myself  to  my  weary  journey 
with  renovated  spirits,  so  that  both  my  readers  and  myself 
have  been  benefited  by  the  relaxation. 

Indeed,  though  it  has  been  my  constant  wish  and  uniform 
endeavor  to  rival  Polybius  himself,  in  observing  the  requisite 
unity  of  History,  yet  the  loose  and  unconnected  manner  in 
whidi  many  of  the  facts  herein  recorded  have  come  to  hand, 
rendered  such  an  attempt  extremely  difficult.  This  difficulty 
was  likewise  increased,  by  one  of  the  grand  objects  contem- 
plated in  my  work,  which  was  to  trace  the  rise  of  sundry  cus- 
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toms  and  institutions  in  this  beat  of  cities,  and  to  com; 
them,  wlien  in  the  {!:erm  of  in&ncy,  with  what  tlioy  aiv  ii 
present  old  n^e  of  Itnowledge  and  improvement. 

But  the  chk'f  merit  on  which  I  value  myself,  and  foi 
my  hopes  for  future  regard,  is  that  faithful  veracity 
which  I  have  compiled  this  invaluable  little  work  ;  careful 
winnowing  away  the  ehalT  of  hypothesis,  and  discarding 
tores  of  fable,  which  arc  too  apt  to  spring  up  an4  cfauke 
seeds  of  truth  and  wholesome  knowledge.  Had  I  been  anx- 
ious to  caplivnto  the  supeiiicial  throng,  who  skim  like  swal- 
lows over  the  surface  of  literature ;  or  had  I  been  anxious  to 
commend  my  writings  to  the  pampered  palates  of  literary 
epicures,  I  might  have  availed  myself  of  the  obscurity  that 
overshadows  the  infant  years  of  our  city,  to  introduce  a  tl 
sand  pleasing  fictions.  But  1  have  scrupulously  discari 
many  a  pithy  tale  and  marvellous  adventure,  whereby 
drowsy  ear  of  summer  indolence  might  be  enthralled;  jeal- 
ously maintaining  that  fidelity,  gravity,  and  dignity,  which 
should  ever  distinguish  the  historian.  "  For  a  writer  of  this 
class,"  observes  an  elegant  critic,  "  must  sustain  the  cliaracter 
of  a  wise  man,  writing  for  the  instruction  of  posterity ;  one 
who  has  studied  to  inform  himself  well,  who  has  pondered  his 
subject  with  care,  and  addresses  himself  to  our  judgment, 
rather  than  to  our  imagination." 

Thrice  happy,  therefore,  is  this  our  renowned  city  in  hav- 
ing incidents  worthy  of  swelling  the  theme  of  hiKtory  ;  and 
doubly  thrice  happy  is  it  in  having  such  an  historian  as  myself 
to  relate  them.  For  after  all,  gentle  reader,  dlies  o/  Attn- 
ithti,  and,  in  lact,  empires  of  t/iemMlve»,  are  notliing  without 
au  hialorian.      It  ia  the  patient  narrator  who  records  their 
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prosperity  as  they  rise — ^who  blazons  forth  the  splendor  of 
their  noon-tide  meridian — ^who  props  their  feeble  memorials 
as  they  totter  to  decay — who  gathers  together  their  scattered 
fragments  as  they  rot — and  who  piously,  at  length,  collects 
their  ashes  into  the  mausoleum  of  his  work  and  rears  a  monu- 
ment that  will  transmit  their  renown  to  all  succeeding  ages. 

What  has  been  the  fate  of  many  fair  cities  of  antiquity, 

whose  nameless  ruins  encumber  the  plains  of  Europe  and 

Aaa,  and  awaken  the  fruitless  inquiry  of  the  traveller  1    They 

have  sunk  into  dust  and  silence — they  have  perished  from 

remembrance  for  want  of  an  historian  !     The  philanthropist 

may  weep  over  their  desolation — ^the  poet  may  wander  among 

their  mouldering  arches  and  broken  columns,  and  indulge  the 

visionary  flights  of  his  fimcy — but  alas  !   alas !   the  modern 

historian,  whose  pen,  like  my  own,  is  doomed  to  confine  itself 

to  dull  matter  of  fact,  seeks  in  vain  among  their  oblivious 

remains,  for  some  memorial  that  may  tell  the  instructive  tale 

of  their  glory  and  their  ruin. 

"  Wars,  conflagrations,  deluges,"  says  Aristotle,  "  destroy 
nations,  and  with  them  all  their  monuments,  their  discoveries, 
uA  their  vanities.  The  torch  of  science  has  more  than  once 
heen  extinguished  and  rekindled — a  few  individuals,  who  have 
ttcaped  by  accident,  reunite  the  thread  of  generations." 

The  same  sad  misfortune  which  has  happened  to  so  many 
*ocient  cities  will  happen  again,  and  from  the  same  sad  cause, 
to  nine-tenths  of  those  which  now  flourish  on  the  face  of  the 
glohe^  With  most  of  them  the  time  for  recording  their  early 
history  is  gone  by  ;  their  origin,  their  foundation,  togetlier 
^nth  the  eventful  period  of  their  youth,  are  forever  buried  in 
^  rubbish  of  years ;  and  the  same  would  have  been  the  case 
2* 
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"U'lth  this  fair  portion  of  tho  (^arth,  if  I  had  not  snatched  it 
from  olisc'iirity  in  tlie  ViTV  nirk  of  time,  at  the  moment  that 
those  matters  luTcin  re(t»rded  w^re  alM»ut  entering  int<i  tho 
wide-spread  ins;itial>le  maw  of  ohlivion — if  I  had  not  dra^etl 
them  out,  as  it  were,  by  the  vi-ry  Kn-ks,  just  as  the  monsttT^s 
adamantini)  fanjjp*  were  elosing  u[H»n  thi-m  fon»ver!  And 
here  have  I,  as  lu-fon*  observinl,  earefully  eollii^tcvl,  eollate^l, 
and  arranjied  them,  s<rip  and  scnip,  ^^ptint  en  punt,  gat  en 
gat^^"*  and  eommenced  in  this  little  work,  a  history  to  serve  aa 
a  foundation,  on  wliieh  other  hist<»rians  may  hen*afler  raise  a 
noble  sujverstrueture,  swelling  in  pnK-ess  of  time,  until  Knick* 
erhf>rl'er*s  Xvw  York  may  1h»  eiiuallv  voluiiiinnus  with  Gib- 
hoti*s  Rome,  <»r  II time  and  Smnllefs  Kitijlaud! 

And  now  indulge  me  f)»r  a  moment,  while  I  lay  down  my 
pen,  skip  to  some  little  eminence  at  the  distance  of  two  or 
three  hundred  years  ahead;  and,  easting  bark  a  })ird's-eyo 
glance  over  the  waste  of  years  that  is  to  roll  iM-twwn,  discover 
myself' — little  I — at  this  monu-nt  the  proirciiitnr,  prototype, 
and  precursor  of  them  all,  p<>sted  at  the  hea«l  of  this  hnst  of 
literary  worthies,  with  mv  bonk  uuiler  mv  arm,  and  New 
York  on  my  back,  pressing  forward,  like  a  gallant  com- 
mander, to  honor  and  imninrtalitv. 

Such  are  the  vainglorious  imaginings  that  will  now  and 
then  enter  into  the  brain  i>f  the  auth<»r — that  irnidiate,  as  with 
celestial  light,  his  solitary  ehaml>er,  cheering  his  weary  spirits, 
and  animating  him  to  persevere  in  his  lalH»rs.  Audi  havo 
freely  given  utterance  to  thesi'  rhiip»*tMlies  whenever  they  havo 
occurred;  not,  I  tnist,  fr<»m  i\\\  unusual  spirit  i»f  egotism,  but 
merely  that  the  n^ider  may  for  once  have  an  idea,  how  an 
author  thinks  and  feels  while  he  is  writing — a  kind  of  knowl- 
edge very  rare  and  curious,  and  iim<h  to  be  <lesired. 


BOOK  L 

CX)NTAnaNO  DIVERS  INGENIOUS  THEORIES  AND  PHILOSOPHIC 
SPECULATIONS,  CONCERNING  THE  CREATION  AND  POPULA- 
TION OF  THE  WORLD,  AS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  HISTORY 
OF  NEW  YORK. 

CHAPTER  L 

DEBOBIFTION  OF  THE  WOBLD. 

A  CCORDING  to  the  best  authorities,  the  world  in  which 
-^^  we  dwell  is  a  huge,  opaque,  reflecting,  inanimate  mass,  float- 
ing in  the  vast  ethereal  ocean  of  infmite  space.  It  has  the 
form  of  an  orange,  being  an  oblate  spheroid,  curiously  flattened 
at  opposite  parts,  for  the  insertion  of  two  imaginary  poles, 
which  are  supposed  to  penetrate  and  unite  at  the  centre ;  thus 
forming  an  axis  on  which  the  mighty  orange  turns  with  a 
regular  diurnal  revolution. 

Hie  transitions  of  light  and  darkness,  whence  proceed  the 
alternations  of  day  and  night,  are  produced  by  this  diurnal 
revolution  succei^sively  presenting  the  different  parts  of  the 
earth  to  the  rays  of  the  sun.  The  latter  is,  according  to  the 
best,  that  is  to  say,  the  latest  accounts,  a  luminous  or  fiery 
body,  of  a  prodigious  magnitude,  from  which  this  world  is 
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driven  by  a  centrifugal  or  repelling  power,  and  to  which  it 
is  drawn  by  a  centripetal  or  attractive  force ;  otherwise  called 
the  attraction  of  gravitation ;  the  combination,  or  rather  the 
counteraction  of  these  two  opposing  impulses  producing  a 
circular  and  annual  revolution.  Hence  result  the  different 
seasons  of  the  year,  viz.,  spring,  summer,  autumn,  and  winter. 

This  I  believe  to  be  the  most  approved  modern  theory  on 
the  subject — though  there  be  many  philosophers  who  have 
entertained  very  dilTerent  opinions ;  some,  too,  of  them  enti- 
tled to  much  deference  from  their  great  antiquity  and  illustrious 
character.  Thus  it  was  advanced  by  some  of  the  ancient  sages, 
that  the  earth  was  an  extended  plain,  supported  by  vast  pillars ; 
and  by  others,  that  it  rested  on  the  head  of  a  snake,  or  the  back 
of  a  huge  tortoise — but  as  they  did  not  provide  a  resting  place 
for  either  the  pillars  or  the  tortoise,  the  whole  theory  fell  to 
the  ground,  for  want  of  proper  foundation. 

The  Brahmins  assert,  that  the  heavens  rest  upon  the  earth, 
and  the  sun  and  moon  swim  therein  like  fishes  in  the  water, 
moving  from  east  to  west  by  day,  and  gliding  along  the  edge 
of  the  horizon  to  their  original  stations  during  night ;  *  while, 
according  to  the  Pauranicas  of  India,  it  is  a  vast  plain,  encircled 
by  seven  oceans  of  milk,  nectar,  and  other  delicious  liquids ; 
that  it  is  studded  with  seven  mountains,  and  ornamented  in  the 
centre  by  a  mountainous  rock  of  burnished  gold  ;  and  that  a 
great  dragon  occasionally  swallows  up  the  moon,  which  ac- 
counts for  the  phenomena  of  lunar  eclipses,f 

Beside  these,  and  many  other  equally  sage  opinions,  we 
have  the  profound  conjectures  of  Aboul-IIassan-Aly,  son  of 

*  Faria  y  Souza.     Mick.  lus.  note  b.  7. 
f  Sir  W.  Jones,  Diss.  Antiq.  Ind.  Zod. 
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Al  Khan,  son  of  Aly,  son  of  Abderrahman,  son  of  Abdallah, 
son  of  Masoud-el-Hadheli  who  is  commonly  called  Masoudi, 
and  sumamed  Ck>thbiddin,  but  who  takes  the  humble  title  of 
Lahel>-ar-rasouly  which  means  the  companion  of  the  ambassador 
of  God.  He  has  written  a  universal  history  entitled  "  Mou- 
roudge-ed-dharab,  or  the  Golden  Meadows,  and  the  Mines  of 
Precious  Stones."  *  In  this  valuable  work  he  has  related  the 
history  of  the  world  from  the  creation  down  to  the  moment  . 
of  writing ;  which  was  under  the  Khaliphat  of  Mothi  Billah, 
iii  the  month  Dgioumadi-el-aoual  of  the  336th  year  of  the 
Ilcgira  or  flight  of  the  Prophet.  He  informs  us  that  the  earth 
is  a  huge  bird,  Mecca  and  Medina  constituting  the  head,  Persia 
and  India  the  right  wing,  the  land  of  Gog  the  left  wing,  and 
Africa  the  tail.  He  informs  us,  moreover,  tliat  an  earth  has  ex- 
isted before  the  present  (which  he  considers  as  a  mere  chicken 
of  7000  years),  that  it  has  undergone  divers  deluges,  and  that, 
according  to  the  opinion  of  some  well-informed  Brahmins  of 
his  acquaintance,  it  will  be  renovated  every  seventy  thousandth 
hazarouam  ;  each  hazarouam  consisting  of  12,000  years. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  many  contradictory  opinions  of 
philosophers  concerning  the  earth,  and  we  find  that  the  learned 
have  had  equal  perplexity  as  to  the  nature  of  the  sun.  Some 
of  the  ancient  philosophers  have  affirmed  that  it  is  a  vast  wheel 
of  brilliant  fire  ;f  others  that  it  is  merely  a  mirror  or  sphere  of 
transparent  crystal  ;|  and  a  third  class,  at  the  head  of  whom 
stands  Anaxagoras,  maintained  that  it  was  nothing  but  a  huge 

•  MSS.  BibUot.  Boi.  Fr. 

f  Plutarch  de  placitis  Philosoph.  lib.  ii.  cap.  20. 
I  AchiU.  Tat.  isag.  cap.  19.    Ap.  Petav.  t.  iiL  p.  81.    Stob.  Eclog. 
Fbyg.  lib.  L  p.  56.    Plut.  de  Plac.  Phi. 
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igtiitod  mass  of  iron  or  stone — indeed,  he  declared  the  hetvens 
to  be  merely  a  vault  tifsttine  — and  that  the  stars  were  stones 
whirUnl  upward  from  tht*  earth,  and  set  on  fin*  by  the  velocity 
of  its  revolutions.*  But  I  give  little  attention  to  the  doctrinc-« 
of  this  philosopher,  the  pi*ople  of  Athons  having  fully  refuted 
them,  by  baiiisliiiig  him  from  tlieir  city  ;  a  ctMicise  mode  of 
answering  unwck^jme  d«K'trines,  much  resorted  to  in  former 
days.  Another  scvt  of  philosoj»hers  do  declare,  that  certain 
fiery  partich^  exhale  constantly  from  the  earth,  which,  eonocn- 
trating  in  a  single  point  of  the  firmament  by  day,  constitute  the 
sun,  but  being  scattered  and  rambling  alK>ut  in  the  dark  at 
nitrht,  colleet  in  various  points,  and  form  stars.  These  are 
reciuhirly  Imriit  out  and  extiii<ruished,  not  unlike  to  the  lam|»9 
in  our  sti-eets,  and  rt^quire  a  fresh  supply  of  exhalations  for 
the  next  occiisii>n.f 

It  is  even  rtM'firded,  that  at  certain  remote  and  obscure 
perio<ls,  in  c<>ns»Mpienet»  of  a  great  s<»;ireity  of  fuel,  the  sun  has 
iK^en  c«»mpb*tely  ])urnt  out,  and  soinetim«'s  not  n^kindbnl  for 
a  month  at  a  time.  A  most  melam-holv  circumstance,  the 
very  idea  of  which  gave  vast  conwrn  t«»  Ileraelitus,  that  worthy 
Wi»eping]>hiloso[>her  of  antiquity.  In  ad<iiti(»ii  to  thesi*  various 
speculations,  it  was  the  opinion  <»f  IltTsehel,  that  the  sun  is  a 
magnifie<*nt,  habitable  abotle  ;  tlie  light  it  furnishes  arising  from 
certain  empyreal,  luminous  or  phosphoric  clouds,  swimming  in 
its  transparent  atmosphere.J 

•  Diogenes  Lacrtiuft  in  Aiiaxnf^.  1.  ii.  sec.  B.  Plat.  Apol.  t.  i.  p.  26, 
Plut.  de  IMac.  Philo.     Xonoph.  Mcin.  I.  iv.  p.  hi 5. 

f  Aristot.  Meteor.  1.  ii.  c.  2.  Idem.  Probl.  sec.  15,  Stob.  Eel.  Phri.  I.  L 
p.  65.  Hruck.  HisL  Phil.  t.  i.  p.  1i:>(,  kc, 

X  Philos.  Trans.  1795,  p.  72.  Idem.  l6Ul,  p.  2C5.  Nich.  Philos.  Joum. 
I  p.  13. 
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But  WO  will  not  enter  farther  at  present  into  the  nature 
of  the  sun,  that  being  an  inquiry  not  immediately  necessary 
to  the  development  of  this  history ;  neither  will  we  embroil 
ourselves  in  any  more  of  the  endless  disputes  of  philosophers 
touching  the  form  of  this  globe,  but  content  ourselves  with  the 
theory  advanced  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  and  will  pro- 
ceed to  illustrate,  by  experiment,  the  complexity  of  motion 
therein  ascribed  to  this  our  rotatory  planet. 

Professor  Von  Poddingcoft  (or  Puddinghead,  as  the  name 
niay  be  rendered  into  English)  was  long  celebrated  in  the 
university  of  Le3'den,  for  profound  gravity  of  deportment,  and 
a  talent  at  going  to  sleep  in  the  midst  of  examinations,  to  the 
infinite  relief  of  his  hopeful  students,  who  thereby  worked  their 
way  through  college  with  great  ease  and  little  study.  In  the 
course  of  one  of  his  lectures,  the  learned  professor,  seizing  a 
bucket  of  water,  swung  it  around  his  head  at  arm's  length. 
The  impulse  with  which  he  threw  the  vessel  from  him,  being 
a  centrifugal  force,  the  retention  of  his  arm  operating  as  a  cen- 
tripetal power,  and  the  bucket,  which  was  a  substitute  for  the 
earth,  describing  a  circular  orbit  round  about  the  globular 
head  and  ruby  visage  of  Professor  Von  Poddingcofl,  which 
formed  no  bad  representation  of  the  sun.  All  of  these  par- 
ticulars were  duly  explained  to  the  class  of  gaping  students 
around  him.  He  apprised  them,  moreover,  that  the  same 
principle  of  gravitation,  which  retained  the  water  in  the  bucket, 
restrains  the  ocean  from  flying  from  the  earth  in  its  rapid 
revolutions;  and  he  farther  informed  them  that  should  the 
motion  of  the  earth  be  suddenly  checked,  it  would  incontinently 
fidl  into  the  sun,  through  the  centripetal  force  of  gravita- 
tion, a  most  ruinous  event  to  this  planet,  and  one  which  would 
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also  <il)soiiro,  though  it  mnai  prolaMy  wn-.ild  n<»t  oNtingiiUh, 
the  Sithir  luminary.  An  unliu-ky  striplin^r,  <»no  of  thoso 
vaprant  gcniiis«'s,  wlio  scmi  svui  into  tin*  work!  merely  to 
uniioy  worthy  uwn  of  tlu'  i>ii<lil)n<:hf;ui  order,  ilesiniiis  of 
ns<-ertainiiig  the  iM»rreet!n-s.s  nf  tlie  experiment,  siiiUlenly 
arresti'tl  tlic  arm  of  the  professor,  just  at  the  moment  that  the 
bueket  was  in  its  zi-nitli,  whieh  imimNliately  destvnded  with 
astonishing  privlMon  ujxm  th<'  philosophie  heail  of  the  instructor 
of  youth.  A  holh»w  S4»un<],  and  a  red-hot  hiss,  attendinl  the 
contaet ;  hut  the  tiu*«iry  was  in  the  amplest  manner  illustrated, 
for  the  mifortnnate  hueket  perished  in  the  eontliet ;  hut  the 
blazins:  eounteiiamv  of  Professor  Von  P<MMin«;i*oft  emerjred 
from  amidst  the  waters,  ghiwin;;  fie  ret  r  than  ever  with  unut- 
terable indignati«»n,  whereby  tht*  studi-nts  were  marveUously 
edified,  and  d<'parted  considerably  wiser  than  lK*fore. 

It  is  a  mortifying  eireumstaiKv,  whieh  gn'atly  perplexes 
many  a  painstaking  j>hilosopher,  that  nature  often  n^fuses  to 
second  his  most  pn»foun«l  and  elaborate  efforts;  so  that  after 
having  invente<l  one  <»f  the  most  inueiiiousand  natural  thi^»ries 
imaginable,  she  will  have  the  pervers«'ness  to  act  din^'tly  in 
the  teeth  of  his  svsteni.  ami  flatlv  e<»ntra«liet  his  most  favorite 
positions.  ITiis  is  a  manitest  and  unmeriteil  grievance,  sinee 
it  throws  the  censure  of  the  vulgar  an«l  unlearne<l  entirely 
upon  the  philosopher;  whereas  the  fault  is  not  t«i  1k»  aseriU**! 
to  his  theory,  whieh  is  unquestionably  correct,  but  to  the 
waywardness  of  dame  nature,  who,  with  the  proverbial  fu-kle- 
ness  of  her  sex,  is  continually  indulgini;  in  ciMpietrics  an«l 
caprices,  and  seems  really  to  take  pleasure  in  violating  all 
philosophic  rules,  and  jilting  the  m<»st  learned  and  indelatigablo 
of  her  adorers.     Thus  it  happened  with  resj>ect  to  the  foro 


HISTORY   OF   NFAV   YORK.  41 


• 


going  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  motion  of  our  planet ;  it 
appears  that  the  centrifugal  force  has  long  since  ceased  to 
operate,  while  its  antagonist  remains  in  undiminished  potency  : 
the  world,  therefore,  according  to  the  theory  as  it  originally 
stood,  ought  in  strict  propriety  to  tumble  into  the  sun ;  philos- 
ophers were  convinced  that  it  would  do  so,  and  awaited  in 
anxious  impatience  the  fulfilment  of  their  prognostics.  But 
the  untoward  planet  pertinaciously  continued  her  course,  not- 
withstanding that  she  had  reason,  philosophy,  and  a  whole 
university  of  learned  professors  opposed  to  her  conduct.  The 
philosophers  took  this  in  very  ill  part,  and  it  is  thought  they 
would  never  have  pardoned  the  slight  and  affront  which  they 
conceived  put  upon  them  by  the  world,  had  not  a  good-natured 
professor  kindly  officiated  as  a  mediator  between  the  parties, 
and  effected  a  reconciliUtion. 

Finding  the  world  would  not  accommodate  itself  to  the 
theory,  he  wisely  determined  to  accommodate  the  theory  to  the 
world :  he  therefore  informed  his  brother  philosophers,  that 
the  circular  motion  of  the  earth  round  the  sun  was  no  sooner 
engendered  by  the  conflicting  impulses  above  described,  than 
it  became  a  regular  revolution,  independent  of  the  causes 
which  gave  it  origin.  His  learned  brethren  readily  joined  in 
the  opinion,  being  heartily  glad  of  any  explanation  that  would 
decently  extricate  them  from  their  embarrassment — and  ever 
since  that  memorable  era  the  world  has  been  lefl  to  take  hor 
own  course,  and  to  revolve  aroimd  the  sun  in  such  orbit  as  she 
thinks  proper. 


cnAPTER  n. 

COSMORONT,  OR  CRRATIOX  OF  THE  WORLD;  WITH  A  MrLTITCDI  OF  KX« 
CKI.I.KNT  TIIEdRIKS,  II V  WllU'll  TlIE  CRKATION  OF  A  WORLP  It  mOWl 
TO   BE   NO   81'i'll    IMPriri'LT   MATTER  A»  TOMMUN    FOLK  WOFLD  IMAGIKI. 

TTAVIXfi  thus  l)riffly  intpMhioMl  my  n-a»lor  to  tho  worM^ 
-■■  *-  n\u\  jiivon  him  wtuio  uU'n  nf  its  form  and  Kitiiatioii,  he  will 
iiatiirallv  Ik'  curimis  to  kiiuw  troiii  whiiicv  it  (*amt\niul  how  it 
Wiis  croatoil.  Ami,  IihIoimI,  tho  ih'aiiiijx  up  of  thi'Si'  points  is 
absi>luti'lv  I'ssi'Mtial  to  mv  historv,  inaMuiuh  a<  it'  this  worlJ 
ha<l  not  hot>n  fornuHJ,  it  is  more  th;m  pruhalilo  that  this 
ronowmJ  ishuul,  (^n  which  is  situatnl  \]w  i-ity  ot*  New  York» 
wouKl  never  have  IkuI  an  existence.  Hit ■  regular  course  ot' my 
history,  therelore,  re<piircs  tliat  1  sh«»uM  j)rocee».ito  ni»tice  the 
cosnioironv  or  ftinnation  of  tiiis  our  ''lohi'. 

And  now  I  i^ive  niv  readers  fair  waniini'  that  I  am  al>oiit 
to  plunge,  f«.»r  a  eha[)ter  or  two,  iiit»»  as  iniiiph»te  a  lahyrinth 
^4*  ever  liist<.»rian  was  perplexed  withal :  therefure,  I  advise 
t^K'ni  to  take  fast  hold  t»f  my  skirls,  and  keep  clnse  at  my 
«eels,  venturing  neither  U)  the  rijilil  hiiitl  n^r  t«>  the  U{i,  lest 
tocy  ,rot  hemin-d  in  a  slouirhi'f  unintcHiLiilil' jrarninix,  ur  have 
^Heir  brains  knocked  out  hy  some  of  those  hard  <.ircek  nanic^ 
^vhit-h  will  be  flying  about  in  all  direeti'ms.     Hut  should  any 


mSTOBY  OP  NEW  YORK.  43 

of  them  be  too  indolent  or  chicken-hearted  to  accompany  me 
in  this  perilous  undertaking,  they  had  better  take  a  short  cut 
round,  and  wait  for  me  at  the  beginning  of  some  smoother 
chapter. 

Of  the  creation  of  the  world,  we  have  a  thousand  contradic- 
tory accounts ;  and  though  a  very  satisfactory  one  is  furnished 
us  by  divine  revelation,  yet  every  philosopher  feels  himself  in 
honor  bound  to  furnish  us  with  a  better.  As  an  impartial 
historian,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  notice  their  several  theories, 
by  which  mankind  have  been  so  exceedingly  edified  and 
instructed. 

Thus  it  was  the  opinion  of  certain  ancient  sages,  that  the 
earth  and  the  whole  system  of  the  universe  was  the  Deity 
himself;*  a  doctrine  most  strenuously  maintained  by  Zeno- 
phanes  and  the  whole  tribe  of  Eleatics,  as  also  by  Strabo  and 
the  sect  of  peripatetic  philosophers.  Pythagoras  likewise  in- 
culcated the  famous  numerical  system  of  the  monad,  dyad,  and 
triad,  and  by  means  of  his  sacred  quaternary  elucidated  the 
formation  of  the  world,  the  arcana  of  nature,  and  the  principles 
both  of  music  and  morals.  |  Other  sages  adhered  to  the 
mathematical  system  of  squares  and  triangles ;  the  cube,  the 
pyramid,  and  the  sphere ;  the  tetrahedron,  the  octahedron,  the 
icosahedron,  and  the  dodecahedron. J  While  others  advocated 
the  great  elementary  theory,  which  refers  the  construction 
of  our  globe  and  all  that  it  contains,  to  the  combinations 
of  four  material  elements,  air,  earth,  fire,  and  water ;  with 

*  Aristot.  ap.  Cic.  lib.  L  cap.  S. 

f  Aristot  Metaph.  lib.  i.  c.  6.     Idem,  do  Ccclo.  L  ill  c.  1.     Rousseau 
Mem.  sur  Musique  ancien.  p.  39.    Plutarch  de  Plac  Philos.  lib.  i.  cap.  3. 
I  Tim.  Locr.  ap.  Plato,  t  iii.  p.  90. 
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tlio  assistaiKv  of  a  fiHli,  an  iininatiTial  ami  vivifying  prin- 

N«»r  mxK  I  ninit  to  inontinn  tho  prrat  atnmic  syrtoni 
tanirht  hv  <»1<1  MnM-htis.  brfon*  tlio  s'u-cv  of  Trov  ;  revived  liv 
IK'HiiktItus  I  if  laii^'liiii;;  nifiimry  ;  iiiipn»vi'il  by  EpU'iinis^  tli;it 
kin^of  ^ihmI  ffllnMs,  Hiiil  iiHMltTuizrd  I  ty  the  fanciful  IVsrart*  s, 
Hut  I  iKvlino  inijuiriii«r  wln-tht-r  th«'  atoms,  i»f  whioh  the  tarih 
is  siiiil  to  ho  onniposi'il,  are  et«TiiaI  nr  nti'iit ;  whellhT  they 
are  animate  (»r  inanimate  ;  Mhrther,  a^reeaMy  to  the  o]»ini*«n 
of  the  atlu-ists,  they  wt-re  Inrtiiitnusly  ajr^jrejiateil,  or,  iis  tl.c 
theists  maintain,  wi-re  arranpnl  hy  a  snprmie  intelli^jeme.* 
Wlirther.  in  faet,  the  eartli  In*  nn  insnisate  rhul,  orwhi*tlier  it 
he  animated  hy  a  soul  ;t  wliji-h  npininn  was  strin'i<i!is!y 
maintained  hy  a  host  of  {ihihisu|  h«Ts.  at  the  In^ad  of  whoin 
stands  the  ^^nat  M.ito.  tliat  t.  nipiTale  sajji*,  wiio  threw  the 
eohl  water  of  ])hiIo.'soji!iy  on  tlii'  torm  of  sexual  intereonrM\ 
and  ineulcati>«]  the  liocrrjue  of  INatMiijr  love — an  e\<jui>itLly 
refined  intrreotirse,  l)Ut  nnuh  iK-ttrr  adi|itc.l  ti»  tin*  iileal 
inhahitants  (»f  ins  ima^iiiiarv  island  of  Atl.tiitis  than  to  t!ie 
sturdy  race,  eomioxd  iA'  rel  <Hi«ins  ne>h  and  hhMMl,  \\hi«h 
populates  the  little  matter  of  fa<t  i-'land  we  inli:ihit. 

Beside  these  s\>tems,  we  havf.  m<»renver,  thi*  [»-»etiral  th  ■- 
ogony  of  old  IIe>iod,  wlio  uenerated  tin*  \\hi»le  universe  in  the 
regular  mode  <»f  |»rooreali«»ii.  and  the  plaii»«iM«'  opininn  of 
otiiers,  tliat  the  earth  was  hatejied  iVom  the  ^rieat  eL'i!  of  ni^jht, 
"which  floated  in  eliaos.  and  was  eraeked  l»v  tin-  horns  af  the 


•  ArJHtot.  Kat.  Au«cult.  1.  ii.  rap.  rt.  Ari-topli.  Mrtiijili.  lili.  i.  cap.  S. 
Cic.  (Ic  Xat.  I>tnr.  Ii!i.  i,  imji.  1".     Jii.'lin  M.i:t.  mat.  a>l  izrui.  p.  'Ji». 

f  Moslu'iin  in  CiKhr.  lih.  i.  <-np.  t.  l'i:ii.  i]«>  ar.itn.  in'iinl.  aj .  ri.;t.  lib. 
liL     If  em.  dc  TAcail.  des  Hvllc^s-F^cttr.  t.  x\xii.  ]i.  l'.»,  ct  al. 
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oelestial  bull.  To  illustrate  this  last  doctrine,  Burnet  in  his 
theory  of  the  e^rth,*  has  favored  us  with  an  accurate  drawing 
and  description,  both  of  the  form  and  texture  of  this  mundane 
e^ ;  which  is  found  to  bear  a  marvellous  resemblance  to  that 
of  a  goose.  Such  of  my  readers  as  take  a  proper  interest  in 
the  origin  of  this  our  planet,  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  the 
most  profound  sages  of  antiquity  among  the  Egyptiansi 
Chaldeans,  Persians,  Greeks,  and  Latins,  have  alternately  as* 
sisted  at  the  hatching  of  this  strange  bird,  and  that  their  cack' 
lings  have  been  caught,  and  continued  in  different  tones  and 
inflections,  from  philosf)pher  to  philosopher,  unto  the  present 
day. 

But  while  briefly  noticing  long  celebrated  systems  of 
ancient  sages,  let  me  not  pass  over  with  neglect  those  of  other 
philosophers ;  which,  though  less  universal  and  renowned,  have 
equal  claims  to  attention,  and  equal  chance  for  correctness. 
Thus  it  is  recorded  by  the  Brahmins,  in  the  pages  of  their 
inspired  Shastah,  that  the  angel  Bistnoo,  transforming  himself 
into  a  great  boar,  plunged  into  the  watery  abyss,  and  brought 
up  the  earth  on  his  tusks.  Then  issued  from  him  a  mighty 
tortoise,  and  a  mighty  snake ;  and  Bistnoo  placed  the  snake 
erect  upon  the  back  of  the  tortoise,  and  he  placed  the  earth 
upon  the  head  of  the  snake,  f 

The  negro  philosophers  of  Congo  aflirm  that»the  world 
was  made  by  the  hands  of  angels,  excepting  their  o>»ti  country, 
which  the  Supreme  Being  constnicted  himself,  that  it  might 
be  supremely  excellent.  And  he  took  great  pains  with  the 
inhabitxmts,  and  made  them  very  black,  and  beautiful ;  and 

•  Book  L  ch.  5.  f  HolwcU.  Gent.  Philosophy. 
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M'lirn  ho  Ihiil  fmi'-hnl  tht*  first  man,  ho  won  well  ploawd  with 
hini.  ami  srii<><itli<  il  liini  over  thi'  fa<H',  aiiil  honct'  hit  nose,  md 
tin*  rioM*  iif  Jill  Iii»i  il«-s<Tni1:uits,  iKvanie  flat. 

The  Afohiiwk  ]>IiiI<is<i|)hcrfl  tt'll  un  that  n  pirgnant  womaa 
frll  ilnwri  from  Itravfii,  and  tliat  a  tnrtois4>  took  her  upon  its 
liiU'k.  lM'fau<4«*  cviTv  {ilaiM*  was  covonMl  viith  water;  and  that 
th«'  wo[iiaii,  sit  till:;  upon  the  tortoiso,  padtlUil  Mith  her  hands 
in  tli<*  Wat  IT,  and  raknl  up  tlio  rartli,  wh«^n(v  it  finally  happened 
tLit  tli*»  earth  lu'ram«»  hi^hor  than  the  wator.* 

Piut  I  forU-ar  to  (jiioti*  a  mimln'r  mf>re  of  these  aneient  and 
outlandish  philMm»piu.rs.  w  host*  di 'pi oral »!e  ijxnorance,  in  despite 
ti{  all  tlifir  vrnditioii,  cumpi'Iloil  them  t<>  write  in  lan{niA£r<v 
whirh  Init  fi'W  of  my  rradiTs  ran  undt-rstand  ;  and  I  shall  pro- 
fe<Nl  l»ri<  flv  to  not  ire  a  tVw  nmro  iiitolliuiMe  and  fashionable 
tlifMirirs  of  tln'ir  miMh-rii  sur^rssors. 

And,  first,  I  slijill  mrntpMi  the  irroat  nuff»n,  who  ennjeo- 
tuH's  that  this  ^IoIm'  was  orii:nially  a  jiloln*  i»f  lii]ni«l  fire, 
Hf'iiitillatt'd  fnmi  thr  ImhIv  «»f  th«'  sun.  l»v  tln'  iH'ri'Ussioii  i»f  a 
eonn't,  as  a  spark  is  L'l-iirratrd  l»y  tlu»  <'<iHision  of  flint  and 
stei'I.  That  at  fir^t  it  was  siirroundiMl  hy  i:rovs  vapt»rs,  whifh, 
c<Milinpf  and  «'<»ndi'nsin2  in  ppoo's^  ••I'tinu',  r«»nstitut«-il,atxi»nl- 
ini:  to  tlu'ir  ikii^itii-s,  tarili,  w.-iTrr,  an«l  air;  wlijrh  gradually 
arran^i'il  thnnsrlvrs,  af*r«»ri]iii:;  to  th«-ir  n>prrtiv«.»  fjravi- 
ties,  round  the  huriiinLr  or  \itritii-d  nia>is  that  t'ormed  their 
centre. 

llutton,  <m  tli«»  cr»ntr:irv,  suppAm»«;  that  tlu'  waters  at  first 
were  universally  paramount  ;  and  hr  ti-rrifH's  himself  with  the 
idea  that   the  earth  must   lie  <'Vi'niuallv  w:isIhm1  awav  l»v  iho 


•  Johunnca   Mcgnpo'.onsi-s,  .Tun.    Amount   of  M:i<piaas   or   Mohawk 
Indians. 
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force  of  rain,  rivers,  and  mountain  torrents,  until  it  is  con- 
founded with  the  ocean,  or,  in  other  words,  absolutely  dis- 
solves into  itself.  Sublime  idea !  far  surpassing  that  of  the 
tender-hearted  damsel  of  antiquity,  who  wept  herself  into  a 
fountain  ;  or  the  good  dame  of  Narbonne  in  France,  who,  for 
a  volubility  of  tongue  unusual  in  her  sex,  was  doomed  to  peel 
five  hundred  thousand  and  thirty-nine  ropes  of  onions,  and 
actually  run  out  at  her  eyes  before  half  the  hideous  task  was 
accomplished. 

Whiston,  the  same  ingenious  philosopher  who  rivalled 
Ditton  in  his  researches  afler  the  longitude  (for  which  the 
mischief  loving  Swifl  discharged  on  their  heads  a  most  savory 
stanza),  has  distinguished  himself  by  a  very  admirable  theory 
respecting  the  earth.  He  conjectures  that  it  was  originally  a 
chaotic  comei,  which  being  selected  for  the  abode  of  man,  was 
removed  from  its  eccentric  orbit,  and  whirled  round  the  sun 
in  its  present  regular  motion  ;  by  which  change  of  direction, 
order  succeeded  to  confusion  in  the  arrangement  of  its  com- 
ponent parts.  The  philosopher  adds,  that  the  deluge  was 
produced  by  an  uncourteous  salute  from  the  watery  tail  of 
another  comet ;  doubtless  through  sheer  envy  of  its  improved 
condition :  thus  furnishing  a  melancholy  proof  that  jealousy 
may  prevail,  even  among  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  discord  in- 
terrupt' that  celestial  harmony  of  the  spheres,  so  melodiously 
sung  by  the  poets. 

But  I  pass  over  a  variety  of  excellent  theories,  among 
which  are  those  of  Burnet,  and  Woodward,  and  Whitehurst ; 
rc^rt»tting  extremely  that  my  time  will  not  suffer  me  to  give 
them  the  notice  they  deserve — and  shall  conclude  with  that  of 
the  renowned  Dr.  Darwin.    This  learned  Theban,  who  is  as 
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miK-h  i)istiii<;ui*«h<'<l  f**r  rli\  mv  ns  n*{iM>n,  nnd  f«ir  fcood-natured 
(Tnliilitv  :ls  s  riMiis  nsran  h,  uii«l  mIio  li:is  red  Mil  mended  him* 
tM-If  woiitlcrt'iiilv  til  till'  itmihI  ^M'.iit's  lit'  tiio  l;iilii.*s,  by  letting 
tlinu  iiiti»  all  till*  ;::il  Ian  tries,  amours,  (Ifbam-hcrii'is  Aiid  uther 
t<i]»ii-sof  M'aiplal  of  till'  riMirt(»t'  FI<»ra.  hiis  fallfii  upon  a  tlicHiry 
Mnrtliy  i»t'  h'.s  rMiiiltUNtililt'  iiua::i nation.  Ai-oonling  to  hi* 
opiiiiim,  tlh'  Iniu't'  mass  •»!'  rliaos  took  a  smhlon  «iCi*A8i(in  Ui  ex* 
ploili*.  likf  a  IkiitiI  nt';:uii)M>\vtliT.  and  in  tlmt  act  exploded  the 
sini — wli'hh  in  its  Ilii;iit,  )»v  a  similar  roiivulsuin,  expl(HU*d  the 
earth,  wlt'.cli  i:i  liki*  i:iiisi*  t*\|»lf)>It-il  xho  nionii — anil  thu:»  hy  a 
oonratonation  ot*  v\i>lusinns,  tin*  wiioli*  sitlar  system  was  pnv 
iiuf'i'<],  an<1  M-t  most  sx^tmiaticallv  in  motion!* 

I>v  tin*  "Ft-at  Narirtv  I'l'lliriirii's  luTt*  allndt'il  t«»,  overv  one 
of  which,  it*  tht»r<>ii::hlv  fxamlni'l,  will  ho  t<iund  sur|iriMn::lv 
(■onsisti'iit  in  all  its  jiarts,  my  unlrarnrd  rraiU-rs  viill  |x-rha(»fl 
h(*  h-<i  to  coMi'liiih-.  tliat  tht'  (  riation  ot*a  Wfi'M  is  not  si»  diili- 
cult  a  task  as  thov  at  tirst  imai;ihiii.  1  liavo  shown  at  Uasi  a 
M'oiv  lit'  iiiijrni'ius  iMrth'MJs  inwhlrli  a  worhl  ittuhl  )HM-<»n- 
strncti'tl ;  and  1  Iia\c  no  dnuht.  that  hail  :in\  ol'the  pliihisiijihera 

ahovi>  (jnotrd   th«'  nsi>  i>t'  a  ^ I   manaL;«  ahh'  runu't,  and  the 

|)hih>sopIiicai    warrhoiisc   i-a./mv  at     his   loinmand,   ht*    w«»iild 

cn^a<xr  to  nianutartnn-  a  jilani-t  as  'jr I,  m*.  it^ymi  wouhl  take 

his  Word  tor  it,  hettcr  tlian  this  \\i>  ii.hai'it. 

And  hero  1  rann^t  h»'l[f  notiiin;^  tin*  kindm-ss  of*  Provi- 
domv,  in  creating  i-ojm-ts  fur  the  ^nat  n'Tu*!*  «»t'  ht-wihlrrod 
phih»so|>hors.  liV  tln-ir  assist an«'t'  moro  sMddi-ii  evolutions 
and  transitions  are  utrrrtril  in  the  sv>t<in  ot'  natun*  than  arc 
wrought  in  a  pantomimic  c\Iiil»itioii.  hy  th'  w nh< It* r- working 


•  Darw.  Dut.  (iunlvii,  Tart  I.  Cant.  i.  I.  I05. 
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sword  of  Harlequin.  Should  ope  of  our  modern  snges,  in  his 
theoretical  flights  among  the  stars,  ever  find  himself  lost  in 
the  clouds,  and  in  danger  of  tumbling  into  the  abyss  of  non- 
sense and  absurdity,  he  has  but  to  seize  a  comet  by  the  beard, 
mount  astride  of  his  tail,  and  away  he  gallops  in  triumph,  like 
an  enchanter  on  his  hyppogriff,  or  a  Connecticut  witch  on  her 
broomstick,  "  to  sweep  the  cobwebs  out  of  the  sky." 

It  is  an  old  and  vulgar  saying  about  a  "  beggar  on  horse- 
back," which  I  would  not  for  the  world  have  applied  to  these 
reverend  philosophers  :  but  I  must  confess,  that  some  of  them, 
when  they  are  mounted  on  one  of  those  fiery  steeds,  are  as 
wild  in  their  curvetings  as  was  Phaeton  of  yore,  when  he 
aspired  to  manage  the  chariot  of  Phoebus.  One  drives  his 
comet  at  full  speed  against  the  sun,  and  knocks  the  world  out 
of  him  with  the  mighty  concussion  ;  another,  more  moderate, 
makes  his  comet  a  kind  of  beast  of  burden,  carrying  the  sun 
a  rc^lar  supply  of  food  and  fagots — a  third,  of  more  combus- 
tible disposition,  threatens  to  throw  his  comet,  like  a  bomb- 
shell, into  the  world,  and  blow  it  up  like  a  powder  magazine ; 
while  a  fourth,  with  no  great  delicacy  to  this  planet  and  its 
inhabitants,  insinuates  that  some  day  or  other,  his  comet — my 
modest  pen  blushes  while  I  writ«  it — shall  absolutely  turn  tail 
upon  our  world,  and  deluge  it  with  water ! — Surely,  as  I  have 
already  observed,  comets  were  bountifully  provided  by  Provi- 
dence for  the  benefit  of  philosophers,  to  assist  them  in  manu- 
facturing theories. 

And  now,  having  adduced  several  of  the  most  prominent 

theories  that  occur  to  my  recollection,  I  leave  my  judicious 

readers  at  full  liberty  to  choose  among  them.     They  are  all 

serious 'Speculations  of  learned  men — all  differ  essentially  from 
3 


M 

each  other— And  M  have  the |»ms  titla  to  bdMl  It  feMViW 
beoi  the  talk  of  on«  rsc«  of  phlloec^>hen  to  demolUi  thi 
irnrks  of  their  predcccsmfv,  and  elevato  idotb  ijtlwillil  i» 
tasies  In  their  stead,  which  in  thtiir  turn  an  ihiiiiillAiNl  aad 
replaced  by  the  air  caetlca  of  a  nicceeding  geoeratton.  Hm 
it  would  aeem  that  knowledge  and  goniua,  of  whkk  «•  naka 
audi  great  parade,  oonslat  but  in  detecting  the  errora  md  A 
BurdiUea  of  those  who  have  gone  belbrc^  and  davWag  new 
errora  and  abaurdities,  to  be  dotMied  by  tbnoa  lAo  ara  to 
oome  afl«r  us.  Theories  are  the  mighty  soap-bubfalea  irith 
vhidi  the  grown  up  diildren  of  acience  amuse  t 
while  the  honest  vulgar  stand  gaiing  in  stupid  ai 
dignify  these  learned  vagaries  with  the  name  of  wiadom  !— 
Surely  Socrates  was  riyht  in  his  opinion,  that  philoaopberaare 
but  a  soberer  sort  of  madnwn,  buNying  themsdvea  in  things 
totally  incomprehensible,  or  which,  if  they  ooiild  be  compre- 
hended, would  bo  found  not  worthy  the  trouble  of  discovery. 

Fur  my  own  part,  until  the  learned  have  rome  to  on  agree- 
ment among  tliemBclvcs,  I  sluill  eontcnt  myself  with  tbe 
aeoount  handed  dr)WH  to  us  by  Mose* ;  in  which  I  do  but  fol- 
low the  example  of  our  in}:eniiiu8  nei<jhlH>rs  of  Connecticut ; 
who  at  their  first  settlement  pri>cluiriu-d,  that  the  colony 
should  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  Ci>hI — until  tliey  had  time 
to  make  better. 

One  thing,  however,  appears  ccrtiiiii — from  the  unanimous 
authority  of  the  before-quotod  philo9()[ihers,  supported  by  the 
evidence  of  our  own  senses,  (which,  though  very  apt  to  deoei\-a 
us,  may  be  cautiously  admitted  as  additional  testimony,)  it 
spears,  I  say,  and  I  make  the  assertion  deliberately,  with- 
oat  fear  of  contradiction,  that  this  globe  really  mw«  crealsd^ 
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and  that  it  is  composed  of  land  9nd  tcaier.  It  farther  appears 
that  it  is  curiously  divided  and  parcelled  out  into  continents 
and  islands,  among  which  I  boldly  declare  the  renowned 
Island  op  New  York  will  be  found  by  any  one  who  seeks  for 
it  in  its  proper  place. 


ILTOAH,  who  is  the  fint  ftrfl-fnriiift  man  wo  nad  o(  bipt 
■^  '  three  sons,  Shcin,  Ham,  and  Jii|>hct.  Authora,  it  ia  tni^ 
are  not  wanting,  who  allinii  ihut  tli>'  ixitrinnh  had  a  nDmbv 
of  other  chihlrcn.  ThiM  [ti-rosiw  inuki-4  him  bther  of  tha 
gipintic  Titans,  MothiMlJiui  pxwa  him  a  son  culled  Jonlthiia,or 
Joniciis, and  others  havi'mculiniuilutuin.  named  Thuisoon, iron 
whom  deseeniloi)  tho  Toutona  ttt  Teutonic,  or  in  other  vord^ 
tlw  Dutch  n.ition. 

I  regret  exi'eeiiingly,  th:it  the  n.iture  of  my  plan  will  not 
permit  mc  to  gratify  tlie  laiidalile  euritisity  of  my  reftdera,  by 
investigating  iiiiiiu(<-]y  ihi'  hiitury  ofthe  great  Noah.  Indeed, 
■uch  an  undcrtalting  woul>l  Iw  attended  with  more  tronbk 
than  many  people  would  inin^iine;  fi>r  the  good  old  patr^areh 
aeems  to  have  l>cen  a  gr>-nt  trmcllor  in  hU  dnr, nml  to  htm 
passed  under  a  difT-ri'nt  nnme  in  every  eoiiiitry  that  he  iijall 
ed.  The  Chaldeans,  fiir  iiistaiii'-.  pi\e  »n  liis  story,  tnerdj 
altering  his  name  into  Xi^iiilhnis — :i  trivi.-il  aiN-ration,  wUd^ 
to  an  historian,  skilled  in  <>tyni<.I<>;'ie-i,  will  njipear  wboUj  ■■■ 
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important.  It  appears,  likewisej  that  he  had  exchanged  his  tar- 
paulin and  quadrant  aniong  the  Chaldeans,  for  the  gorgeous 
insignia  of  royalty,  and  appears  as  a  monarch  in  their  annals. 
The  Egyptians  celebrate  him  under  the  name  of  Osiris ;  the 
Indians  as  Menu  ;  the  Greek  and  Roman  writers  confound  him 
Mith  Ogygos,  and  the  Theban  with  Deucalion  and  Saturn. 
But  the  Chinese,  who  deservedly  rank  among  the  most  exten- 
sive and  authentic  historians,  inasmuch  as  they  have  known 
the  world  much  longer  than  any  one  else,  declare  that  Noah 
was  no  other  than  Fohi ;  and  what  gives  this  assertion  some  air 
of  credibility  is,  that  it  is  a  fact,  admitted  by  the  most  enlighten- 
ed literati,  that  Noah  travelled  into  China,  at  the  time  of  the 
building  of  the  tower  of  Babel  (probably  to  improve  himself  in 
the  study  of  languages),  and  the  learned  Dr.  Shackford  gives  us 
the  additional  information,  that  the  ark  rested  on  a  mountain 
on  the  frontiers  of  China. 

Fom  this  mass  of  rational  conjectures  and  sage  hypotheses, 
many  satisfactory  deductions  might  be  drawn ;  but  I  shall  con- 
tent myself  with  the  simple  fact  stated  in  the  Bible,  viz. :  that 
Noah  begat  three  sons,  Shem,  Ham,  and  Japhet.  It  is  aston- 
ishing on  what  remote  and  obscure  contingencies  the  great  affairs 
of  this  world  depend,  and  how  events  the  most  distant,  and  to  the 
common  observer  unconnected,  are  inevitably  consequent  the 
one  to  the  other.  It  remains  to  the  philosopher  to  discover  these 
mysterious  afTmi  ties,  and  it  is  the  proudest  triumph  of  his  skill,  to 
detect  and  drag  forth  some  latent  chain  of  causation,  which  at 
first  sight  appears  a  paradox  to  the  inexperienced  observer. 
Thus  many  of  my  readers  will  doubtless  wonder  what  connection 
the  family  of  Noah  can  possibly  have  with  this  history — ^and 
many  will  stare  when  informed,  that  the  whole  history  of  this 
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(jiiartor  «»f  tlie  w«  irM  h;us  taken  its  chanicter  and  ooune  from  the 
viniple  oirciiiiistaiicv  uf  the  putnan*lfi»  huvuig  but  three  bods 
— but  t<.)  ex[>laiii : 

Noah,  Mc  nro  tr»l«]  h\  Runilry  very  credihlo  historiiuis,  b^ 
coming  S4>lo  surviviii)^  hrir  and  proprietor  nf  the  earth,  in  fee 
Hiinple,  at\i:r  iho  <h'Iiige,  like  a  giMHl  father,  portioned  out  his 
estate  among  his  <'hil<lren.  To  Sheiii  he  gave  Asia ;  to  Ham, 
Africa;  and  to  Japhet,  Gum|H>.  Now  it  is  a  thousand  timet 
to  l>e  lamented  thai  he  had  !mt  X\\rvo  sons,  for  had  there  been 
a  fourth,  ho  ^v()uld  doubtless  have  iidieritiHl  America ;  which, 
of  course,  would  have  lx*eii  dragg^nl  forth  from  its  obseurity  on 
the  oe<'ji.si(in  ;  and  thuM  many  a  hard-working  historian  and 
philosopher  would  have  boi-n  sjian-d  a  prodigious  moM  of 
wvary  conjecture  respect ini^  tht'  tlr>t  tlisoivery  anil  population 
of  this  c«)untry.  N'«»ah,  however,  having  provitled  for  his 
three  sons,  looked  in  all  prohahilitv  \i\Mm  our  country  as  a 
mere  wild  unsettlnl  land,  an<l  said  n<illiing  alHUitit;  and  to 
this  unpardona]>h*  taciturnitv  nf  tlie  patriarch  may  we  ascribe 
the  misfortune,  that  America  did  not  come  into  the  world  as 
early  as  the  «»lh»T  quartrrs  of  the  glolie. 

It  is  true,  sonic  writers  have  vintTn^atrd  him  from  this  mis- 
conduct towards  jM»strrity,  and  assrrtcd  that  he  really  did 
discover  America.  Thus  it  was  the  opinion  of  Mark  Les^'ar- 
l>ot,  a  French  writer,  possessed  of  that  ponderosity  of  thought, 
and  profoundness  of  rethvt  ion,  so  peiiiliar  to  his  nation,  that  the 
immediate  de.s<rendants  of  Noah  p4'«»pletl  this  quarter  of  the 
globe,  and  that  the  (dd  j>atriarch  hinist-if  mIio  still  retained  a 
passion  for  the  8<'a-faring  life,  su|K'rinten«!ed  the  transmigra- 
tion. The  pious  and  cnlighten»Ml  lather,  Charlevoix,  a  Fniich 
Jesuit,  remarkable  for  his  aversion  t«»  the  marvellous,  com- 
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mon  to  all  great  travellers,  is  conclusively  of  the  same  opin- 
ion ;  nay,  he  goes  still  farther,  and  decides  upon  the  manner 
in  which  the  discovery  was  effected,  which  was  by  sea,  and 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  great  Noah.  '*  I  have 
already  observed,"  exclaims  the  good  father,  in  a  tone  of  be- 
coming indignation,  "that  it  is  an  arbitrary  supposition  that 
the  grandchildren  of  Noah  were  not  able  to  penetrate  into  the 
new  world,  or  that  they  never  thought  of  it.  In  effect,  I  can 
see  no  reason  that  can  justify  such  a  notion.  Who  can  serious- 
ly believe,  that  Noah  and  his  immediate  descendants  knew 
less  than  we  do,  and  that  the  builder  and  pilot  of  the  greatest 
ship  that  ever  was,  a  ship  which  was  formed  to  traverse  an 
unbounded  ocean,  and  had  so  many  shoals  and  quicksands  to 
guard  against,  should  be  ignorant  of,  or  should  not  have  com- 
municated to  his  descendants  the  art  of  sailing  on  the  ocean  ?  " 
Therefore,  they  did  sail  on  the  ocean — therefore,  they  sailed 
to  America — therefore,  America  was  discovered  by  Noah  ! 

Now  all  this  exquisite  chain  of  reasoning,  which  is  so  strik- 
ingly characteristic  of  the  good  father,  being  addressed  to  the 
faith,  rather  than  the  understanding,  is  flatly  opposed  by  Hans 
de  Laet,  who  declares  it  a  real  and  most  ridiculous  paradox, 
to  suppose  that  Noah  ever  entertained  the  thought  of  discov- 
ering America ;  and  as  Hans  is  a  Dutch  writer,  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  he  must  have  been  much  better  acquainted  with 
the  worthy  crew  of  the  ark  than  his  competitors,  and  of  course 
possessed  of  more  accurate  sources  of  information.  It  is  aston- 
ishing how  intimate  historians  do  daily  become  with  the  patri- 
archs and  other  great  men  of  antiquity.  As  intimacy  improves 
with  time,  and  as  the  learned  are  particularly  inquisitive  and 
iamiliar  in  their  acquaintance  with  the  ancients,  I  should  not  be 
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surprisc*d  if  somo  futiin*  wrilrrs  shituld  pravi-ly  pivo  ua  ft  pi»> 
tiiri'  of  iiK'n  aihi  iiijuiimts  us  thov  oxistiMl  U'foro  the  fliiod^  frr 
nu»rtM*<i|ii<iiK  :iih1  iMf-nr.-itt*  than  tho  ISihU* ;  and  that,  in  the 
tNpurscnfain.thtT  tviitiiry,  tl»'I«»^-lMM»k  of  th**  p«Mid  Nimh  nIioiiM 
lMMisriirr«*iit  aiiKHj;;  liwtnrianM,  lis  the  vc»yaj^«»M  i»f  Captiiin  CiH>k, 
or  the  ri-nowncil  hist«irv  of  liohins^Mi  (>us(h\ 

I  sliall  not  «Hriij»y  my  tinu'  l»y  «liMMissinjj  thohii^e  niassi>f 
oiMitional  supposition'^.  i-oiijtM-tnn's,  and  pn»Uil»ilitiiti  ivspoct- 
hi«(  thf  first  tlLsi-iiVi-ry  of  thi?<i*<iuntry,\%ith  which  unliappy  his- 
torians ovt'rloail  thi'nist'lvi's,  in  tlirir  cmhaVfirs  to  Hatisfy  the 
d«tul»ts  *if  an  incroihilous  \iorM.  It  is  pninful  to  wo  those  hi- 
boriiius  wij^hts  j>aiitinvr.  :in«l  toilln;:,  anil  swcatinjj,  uniUr  an 
rnormous  liiinlm,  at  thi*  vt-rv  outM't  «'f  thi-ir  M«irks,  whirh,  «»» 
lu'in^  irprncil,  turns  «»ut  to  \iv  u*t*,h\u[i  liut  a  nii^ihty  huntllr  ot 
8traw.     As.  Imwi'mt,   \*\    ini\v«Mrir»l  a>»<i«luitv,  th<'V  sti-ni  t«» 

•  •  • 

have  rstaMishfil  thi-  tart,  to  tin-  satistartion  nf  all  tli«»  worl.l, 
that  this  (Miuntrv  fms  hfvn  ^fi.snurrnf^l  shall  avail  nivsi-lfof 
their  usctul  lahors  to  U'  «>\trrnirly  hrirf  upon  this  point. 

I  shall  not,  thorrt-iH',  st«ip  t«»  iinjuin',  wht-lher  AiiuTiea 
was  first  <lis<i »v»tim1  hv  a  wamhTini:  \i'>m'1  4»f  that  rt'h'l»rati'*l 
IMui'nirian  flrct,  which.  airi»nlini:  h*  lli-n '«!••! us,  <-irruinnavi- 
[;at(sl  AlVira  ;  *»r  h}  tiiat  ( 'artliai:iiiiaii  vx|n'iliti'»n.  uhith  IMiny, 
tho naturalist,  iiitoruis  us  tlisciivrri'il  tlic  <  anarv  Ulaiuls  ;  of 
whether  it  wjis  st-ltli'il  hv  a  ltiniMir:ir\  n.l.iuv  t'niui  Tvre,  :id 
hintoil  l»y  AristoiK;  ami  Smi-ta.  1  shall  in  illuT  inquire 
whether  it  was  first  disc-iivrnMl  hv  tin*  <  hinisi-,  as  Vnssius 
with  great  shrewdness  a«lvaniis  ;  unr  l»y  tin-  Ni»rwi-i»ians  in 
1002,  under  Biorn  ■,  nor  l»y  lU'lioni,  tin-  <i«  rniaii  navitrjiior,  as 
Mr.  Ott«)  lias  endeavored  to  piuvc  to  ihi'  >avaMs  of  the  learn- 
ed city  of  Philadcl[ihia. 
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Nor  shall  I  investigate  the  more  modern  claims  of  the 
Welsh,  founded  on  the  voyage  of  Prince  Madoc  in  the  eleventh 
century,  who  having  never  returned,  it  has  since  been  wisely 
concluded  that  he  must  have  gone  to  America  and  that  for  a 
plain  reason — if  he  did  not  go  there,  where  else  could  he  have 
gone  1 — a  question  which  most  socratically  shuts  out  all  far- 
ther dispute. 

Laying  aside,  therefore,  all  the  conjectures  above  mention* 
ed,  with  a  multitude  of  others,  equally  satisfactory,  I  shall  take 
for  granted  the  vulgar  opinion,  that  America  was  discovered 
on  the  r2th  of  October,  1492,  by  Christoval  Colon,  a  Genoese, 
who  has  been  clumsily  nicknamed  Columbus,  but  for  what 
reason  I  cannot  discern.  Of  the  voyages  and  adventures  of 
this  Colon,  I  shall  say  nothing,  seeing  that  they  are  already 
sufBciently  known.  Nor  shall  I  undertake  to  prove  that  this 
coimtry  should  have  been  called  Colonia,  afler  his  name,  that 
being  notoriously  self-evident. 

Having  thus  happily  got  my  readers  on  this  side  of  the 

Atlantic,  1  picture  them  to  myself  all  impatience  to  enter  upon 

the  enjoyment  of  the  land  of  promise,  and  in  full  expectation 

that  I  will  immediately  deliver  it  into  their  possession.     But 

if  I  do  may  I  ever  forfeit  the  reputation  of  a  regular  bred 

historian  !    No— no— most  curious  and  thrice  learned  readers, 

(for  thrice  learned  ye  are  if  ye  have  read  all  that  has  gone 

before,  and  nine  times  learned  shall  ye  be  if  ye  read  that  which 

comes  after,)  we  have  yet  a  world  of  work  before  us.     Think 

you  the  first  discoverers  of  this  fair  quarter  of  the  globe  had 

nothing  to  do  but  go  on  shore  and  find  a  country  ready  laid  out 

and  cultivated  like  a  garden,  wherein  they  might  revel  at  their 

ease }     No  such  thing — ^they  had  forests  to  cut  do>^ii,  under- 
8* 
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wood  to  grub  up,  marshes  to  drain,  and  savages  to  eztei^ 
minate. 

In  like  manner,  I  have  sundry  doubts  to  clear  away,  ques- 
tions to  resolve,  and  paradoxes  to  explain,  before  I  permit 
you  to  range  at  random ;  but  these  difficulties  once  overcome, 
we  shall  be  enabled  to  jog  on  right  merrily  through  the  rest 
of  our  history.  Hius  my  work  shall,  in  a  manner,  echo  the 
nature  of  the  subject,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  sound  of 
poetry  has  been  found  by  certain  shrewd  critics  to  edio  the 
sense — this  being  an  improvement  in  history  which  I  cltam 
the  merit  of  having  invented. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

8H0WIK0  THl  GRKAT  DIfTXCULTT  PHILOSOPHERS  HAYI  HAD  IN  PEOPLING 
AMERICA  ;  AND  HOW  THE  ABORIGINES  CAME  TO  DE  BEGOTTEN  BT  AC- 
CIDENT— TO   THE   GREAT   RELIEF   AND   SATISFACTION   OF  TUX  AUTHOR. 

The  next  inquiry  at  which  we  arrive  in  the  regular  course  of 
our  history  is  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  how  this  country  was 
originally  peopled — a  point  fruitful  of  incredible  embarrass- 
ments ;  for  unless  we  prove  that  the  Aborigines  did  abso- 
lutely come  from  somewhere,  it  will  be  immediately  asserted, 
in  this  age  of  skepticism,  that  they  did  not  come  at  all ;  and 
if  they  did  not  come  at  all,  then  was  this  country  never  pop- 
ulated— a  conclusion  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  logic, 
but  wholly  irreconcilable  to  every  feeling  of  humanity,  inas- 
much as  it  must  syl logistical ly  prove  fatal  to  the  innumerable 
Aborigines  of  this  populous  region. 

To  avert  so  dire  a  sophism,  and  to  rescue  from  logicnl 
annihilation  so  many  millions  of  fellow-creatures,  how  many 
wings  of  geese  have  been  plundered  !  what  oceans  of  ink  have 
been  benevolently  drained !  and  how  many  capacious  heads 
of  learned  historians  have  been  addled,  and  forever  confound- 
ed !  I  pause  with  reverential  awe,  when  I  contemplate  the 
ponderous  tomes,  in  different  languages,  with  which  they  have 
endeavored  to  solve  this  question,  so  important  to  the  happi- 
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iifss  I  if  Si4;i(-iy,  hilt  Mt  iiiviilviil  In  (-Luiils  uf  imponctrabU 
oliS4-iirit  V.  IliMiii-iaii  ,'i1^«t  1iNti>riaii  li.-is  «'n;;iu;Hi  in  the  end* 
li-^H  *firi  Ic  •»!' )i\  |."t!ii-tit-al  ari^iiiiK-iiT,  aii«l  at^tT  lt'adin<;  us  a 
w«-ary  r}i:i<«i*  tliniiiLih  iM-iaMis.  tjiiartits,  and  f'olitis,  hiiA  k-t  U9 
out  at  th<'  (ihl  •  t'  liis  \M>rk  just  as  \ii<c  as  w«'  MfPi*  at  the  biv 
^iniiiiitr.  h  was  i]<>ul)!liss  Nome  ]iliili»sn|iliii':il  wild-gi use 
(-lia.M*  i)f  till'  kii.il  tii.it  iiiailc  till' •iltl  |Mi(<t  Macrnhius  mil  in 
sudi  a  )ia>si<>ii  at  i-iiri<'>it\ ,  mIiu-Ii  ho  anatlii-iiiatiz(*s  nifst  hrart- 
ily,  as  **  an  irksninc  a^roiii/ini;  ran*,  a  su)>iTstitiims  industry 
alxmt  iniprtifitalili*  tliiiii;s,  an  itrliinir  linTimr  to  mm*  wliat  is  not 
to  liL*  sivn,  aii<I  t<i  )•(•  (itriii;r  M  hat  bii^niUcs  nuthiii*;  whi-n  it  is 
doiu'/'     Jiut  lo  |ir«M-r  m1  : 

or  tin*  fhiiin"^  i'l'tlif  rhiMini  nf  N.i;ih  t«»  \\iv  orii^inal  ]'»*'p- 

nlal'mn  <'riliiNi-i<uiitr-\  1  ^hall  s;i\  n<<tliiiiL',  as  tlirv  ha\«' aln-a<)v 

•  •  •  • 

hrcn  IniKhiil  iijx'M  ill  my  hiM  clMptrr.  Thi'  rlaiiiiaiits  uv\l 
in  i'l-K'hrit  \ .  aiv  ihc  (h-M-riiilaiits  <it'  Ahniiiaiii.  Tims  Christie- 
vai  (  «th>n  (miIlmi'Iv  ralh-<l  < 'ohiiiihu^)  \\hrn  h«'  first  dis^tiv- 
cn-d  tlu*  ^i>ld  miius  *d'  nis|iaiihil;i,  iiuiiniliatrly  ciini'hjdi'v]. 
>\ith  a  >hri'\V(hi('ss  that  mduM  h.ivi- (ii»iic  h<iii4>r  ti»  a  ]»hihisi.i- 
phor,  tliat  ht'  had  I'liiiinl  thi*  am  ii-nt  <  »|»'rir.  fpiiii  Mh«-niv  Si»l- 
oiipin  j»r«K-urrd  the  t:«»Id  \'**v  •  inln  lli'.irni;:  tin*  ti'inph"  at  Jitu- 
^(uhMU  ;  nay,  <'i>!on  rvm  iiiiaLriii<  •!  tiiat  hf  >a\v  tho  n mains  nf 
funiaivs  ut' viTiial»K'  Ilrhraii-  ri.iistrui  ti"ii,  tinjil-'yi-d  in  rflln- 
ing  tho  j»rit'iuus  uro. 

Si>  pohli-n  a  i-"n;irtiirf,  tinttnr«il  \viih  >iirh  taM-iiiatiiur 
extravajramv,  was  X^m  Xvhi\*X\i\'j:  n.-t  \"  l-r  iniiiitiliutt-ly  snap- 
ped at  hy  tht?  y:ndi:r"n'*  «  f  iran-inj  :  a:.il  ai<"pr.n::ly,  there 
wore  divfFS  j»n'ft»uii«l  \\ritrr>,  n-a-ly  ♦«•  »*\\iMr  t.i  its  forri.t.t- 
nos!},  and  to  hrin<;  in  thrir  n>iial  li>:itl  ofaiitli-'rlTiis,  and  wise 
•urmisos,  whoroMithal  t<>  |'r«>]>  it  ny*.     \  «-tai<lus  and  Uul»crtU8 
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Stephens  declared  nothing  could  be  more  clear — Arius  Mon- 
tanus,  without  the  least  hesitation,  asserts  that  Mexico  was  the 
true  Ophir,  and  the  Jews  the  early  settlers  of  the  couTitry. 
While  Possevin,  Becan,  and  several  other  sagacious  writers, 
lug  in  a  supposed  prophecy  of  the  fourth  book  of  Esdras, 
which  being  inserted  in  the  mighty  hypothesis,  like  the  key- 
stone of  an  arch,  gives  it,  in  their  opinion,  perpetual  dura- 
bility. 

Scarce,  however,  have  they  completed  their  goodly  super- 
structure, than  in  trudges  a  phalanx  of  opposite  authors,  with 
Hans  de  Laet,  the  great  Dutchman,  at  their  head,  and  at  one 
blow  tumbles  the  whole  fabric  about  their  ears.  Hans,  in 
fact,  contradicts  outright  all  the  Israelitish  claims  to  the  first 
settlement  of  this  country,  attributing  all  those  equivocal 
symptoms,  and  traces  of  Christianity  and  Judaism,  which 
have  been  said  to  be  found  in  divers  provinces  of  the  new 
world,  to  the  Devil,  who  has  always  affected  to  counterfeit  the 
worship  of  the  true  Deity.  "  A  remark,"  says  the  knowing 
old  Padre  d'Aoosta,  "  made  by  all  good  authors  who  have 
spoken  of  the  religion  of  nations  newly  discovered,  and 
founded  besides  on  the  authority  of  the /a/Aer«  of  the  church" 
Some  writers  again,  among  whom  it  is  with  much  regret  I  am 
compelled  to  metion  Lopez  de  Gomara,  and  Juan  de  Leri, 
insinuate  that  the  Canaanites,  being  driven  from  the  land  of 
promise  by  the  Jews,  were  seized  with  such  a  panic  that  they 
fled  without  looking  behind  them,  until  stopping  to  take 
breath,  they  found  themselves  safe  in  America.  As  they 
brought  neither  their  national  language,  manners,  nor  features 
with  them,  it  is  supposed  they  left  them  behind  in  the  hurry 
of  their  flight— I  cannot  give  my  faith  to  this  opinion. 
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I  pass  over  the  supposition  of  the  learned  Grotius,  who 
being  both  an  ambassador  and  a  Dutchman  to  boot,  is  enti- 
tled fo  great  respect ;  that  North  America  was  peopled  by  a 
strolling  company  of  Norwegians,  and  that  Peru  was  founded 
by  a  colony  from  China — Manco  or  Mango  Capac,  the  first 
Incas,  being  himself  a  Chinese.  Nor  shall  I  more  than  barely 
mention, /that  father  Kircher  ascribes  the  settlement  of  Amer- 
ica to  the  Egyptians,  Rudbeck  to  the  Scandinavians,  Charron 
to  the  Gauls,  JufTredus  Petri  to  a  skating  party  from  Fries- 
land,  Milius  to  the  Celtse,  Marinocus  the  Sicilian  to  the 
Komans,  Le  Compte  to  the  Phoenicians,  Postel  to  the  Moors, 
Martyn  d'Angleria  to  the  Abyssinians,  together  with  the  sage 
surmise  of  De  Laet,  that  England,  Ireland,  and  the  Orcades 
may  contend  for  that  honor. 

Nor  will  I  bestow  any  more  attention,  or  credit  to  the  idea 
that  America  is  the  fairy  r^ion  of  Zipangri,  described  by  that 
dreaming  traveller,  Marco  Polo,  the  Venetian ;  or  that  it  com- 
prises the  visionary  island  of  Atlantis,  described  by  Plato. 
Neither  will  I  stop  to  investigate  the  heathenish  assertion  of 
Paracelsus,  that  each  hemisphere  of  the  globe  was  originally 
furnished  with  an  Adam  and  Eve.  Or  the  more  flattering 
opinion  of  Dr.  Romayne,  supported  by  many  nameless  au- 
thorities, that  Adam  was  of  the  Indian  race — or  the  startling 
conjecture  of  BufTon,  Helvetius,  and  Darwin,  so  highly  hon- 
orable to  mankind,  that  the  whole  human  species  is  accidentally 
descended  from  a  remarkable  family  of  monkeys ! 

This  last  conjecture,  I  must  own,  came  upon  me  very  sud- 
denly and  very  ungraciously.  I  have  often  beheld  the  clonn 
in  a  pantomime,  while  gazing  in  stupid  wonder  at  the  extrav- 
agant gambols  of  a  harlequin,  all  at  once  electrified  by  a  sud- 
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den  stroke  of  the  wooden  sword  across  his  shoulders.  Little 
did  I  think  at  such  times,  that  it  would  ever  fall  to  my  lot  to 
be  treated  with  equal  discourtesy,  and  that  while  1  was  quietly 
beholding  these  grave  philosophers,  emulating  the  eccentric 
transfonnations  of  the  hero  of  pantomime,  they  would  on  a 
sudden  turn  iipon  me  and  my  readers,  and  with  one  hypothet- 
ical flourish  metamorphose  us  into  beasts !  I  determined 
from  that  moment  not  to  bum  my  fingers  with  any  more  of 
their  theories,  but  content  myself  with  detailing  the  different 
methods  by  which  they  transported  the  descendants  of  these 
ancient  and  respectable  monkeys  to  this  great  field  of  theo- 
retical warfare. 

This  was  done  either  by  migrations  by  land  or  transmigra- 
tions by  water.  Thus  Padre  Joseph  d'Acosta  enumerates 
three  passages  by  land — first  by  the  north  of  Europe,  secondly 
by  the  north  of  Asia,  and  thirdly  by  regions  southward  of  the 
Straits  of  Magellan.  The  learned  Grotius  marches  his  Nor- 
wegians by  a  pleasant  route  across  frozen  rivers  and  arms  of 
the  sea,  through  Iceland,  Greenland,  Estotiland  and  Narem- 
berga :  and  various  writers,  among  whom  are  Angleria,  De 
Homn,  and  BufTon,  anxious  for  the  accommodation  of  these 
travellers,  have  fastened  the  two  continents  together  by  a 
strong  chain  of  deductions — by  which  means  they  could  pass 
over  dry-shod.  But  should  even  this  fail,  Pinkerton,  that  in- 
dustrious old  gentleman,  who  compiles  books,  and  manufac- 
tures Geographies,  has  constructed  a  natural  bridge  of  ice, 
from  continent  to  continent,  at  the  distance  of  four  or  five 
miles  from  Behring's  Straits — for  which  he  is  entitled  to  the 
grateful  thanks  of  all  the  wandering  aborigines  who  ever  did 
or  ever  will  pass  over  it. 


64  HISTORY  OF  NEW  YOKK. 

It  is  an  evil  much  to  be  lamcntcil,  that  none  of  the  wortlij 
writers  above  quoted  could  ever  commence  his  work,  without 
immediately  declaring  hostilities  against  every  writer  who 
had  trcate<i  of  the  same  subject.  In  this  particular,  authors 
may  be  compared  to  a  certain  sagacious  bird,  which  in  build- 
ing its  nest,  is  sure  to  pull  to  pieces  the  m^^ts  of  all  the  birds 
in  its  neighborhood.  This  unliaj^py  pnjpcnnity  ti^nds  griev- 
ously tr)  imiHMlc  the  progress  of  sound  knowU'^lge.  Theories 
are  at  bi.>st  but  brittle  productions,  and  when  onc*e  committed 
to  the  stream,  they  should  take  care  that  like  the  notable  pots 
which  were  follow-voyagers,  they  do  not  crack  each  otlier. 

My  chief  surprise  is,  that  among  the  many  writers  I  have 
noticed,  no  one  has  at  tempt  is]  to  prove  that  this  country  wjis 
peopled  from  the  moon — or  that  the  first  inhabitants  floattnl 
hither  on  islands  of  ice,  as  white  bears  crui***'  about  the  north- 
ern oceans— or  that  tht'V  were  coiiveviHl  hithiT  ])v  balloons, 
as  modem  aeronauts  pass  from  Dover  to  Calais — i>r  by  witch- 
craft, as  Simon  Ma^us  posted  ainonir  the  stars — or  after  the 
manner  of  the  renowne<l  Seytliian  Abaris,  who,  like  the  New 
England  witches  on  full-bhM>ded  bnnnnstiiks,  made  most 
unheard-of  journeys  on  the  back  of  a  goMen  arrow,  given  him 
])y  the  Ilyperlx^rean  Apollo. 

But  there  is  still  erne  mo<le  b-ft  by  whieh  this  country 
could  have  been  peopbd,  which  I  have  n'SiTved  for  th<^  last, 
because  I  consider  it  w<»rth  all  the  rest  :  it  is — htf  accident ! 
Speaking  of  the  islands  of  S«)loinnn,  New  (iuinea,  and  New 
Holland,  the  profound  father  Charlrvoix  observes,  *•  in  fin<», 
all  these  countries  are  p»^>])bnl,  and  //  U  possihh-  some4iave 
been  so  hy  accident.  Now  if  it  crmld  have  hapi»ened  in  that 
manner,  why  might  it  not  have  been  at  the  same  time^  and  by 
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the  iame  meansy  with  the  other  parts  of  the  globe  ? "  This 
ingenious  mode  of  deducing  certain  conclusions  from  possible 
premises,  is  an  improvement  in  syllogistic  skill,  and  proves 
the  good  fether  superior  even  to  Archimedes,  for  he  can  turn 
the  world  without  any  thing  to  rest  his  lever  upon.  It  is  only^ 
surpassed  by  the  dexterity  with  which  the  sturdy  old  Jesuit, 
in  another  place,  cuts  the  gordian  knot — "  Nothing  "  says  he, 
"  is  more  easy.  The  inhabitants  of  both  hemispheres  are  cer- 
tainly the  descendants  of  the  same  father.  The  common  father 
of  mankind  received  an  express  order  from  Heaven  to  people 
the  world,  and  accordingly  it  has  been  peopled.  To  bring  this 
about,  it  was  necessary  to  overcome  all  difficulties  in  the  way, 
and  they  have  also  been  overcome  !  "  Pious  logician !  How 
does  he  put  all  the  herd  of  laborious  theorists  to  the  blush, 
by  explaining,  in  five  words,  what  it  has  cost  them  volumes 
to  prove  they  knew  nothing  about!. 

From  all  the  authorities  here  quoted,  and  a  variety  of 
others  which  I  have  consulted,  but  which  are  omitted  through 
fear  of  fiitiguing  the  unlearned  reader,  I  can  only  draw  the  fol- 
lowing conclusions,  which  luckily,  however,  are  sufficient  for 
my  purpose.  First  that  this  part  of  the  world  has  actually 
been  peopled^  (Q.  E.  D.)  to  support  which  we  have  living 
proo&  in  the  numerous  tribes  of  Indians  that  inhabit  it.  Sec- 
ondly, that  it  has  been  peopled  in  five  hundred  different  ways, 
as  proved  by  a  doud  of  authors  who,  from  the  positiveness  of 
their  assertions,  seem  to  have  been  eye-witnesses  to  the  fact 
TTiirdly,  that  the  people  of  this  country  had  a  variety  of  fa- 
ihersy  which,  as  it  may  not  be  thought  much  to  their  credit  by 
the  common  run  of  readers,  the  less  we  say  on  the  subject  the 
better.     The  question,  therefore,  Ltrust,  is  forever  at  rest. 


CHAFTEB  V. 

V  WJUCM  nOB  AUTROB  PVTi  A  MIOBTT  QVOTIOM  TO  TBB  BOVTi  VT  fIB 
AMUTAIIOB  or  THB  MAM  »  TBI   MOOM  —  WBICH  VOT  OIILT  VILITBn 

TmovBAjnm  or  peoplk  rsoii  okbat  xMBABEunmr,  sot  uunnH 
oovcLUDn  mil  iimu>DirofOBT  book. 

THE  writer  of  a  history  may,  in  some  respects,  be  likened 
unto  an  adventurous  knight,  who  having  undertaken  a  per* 
ilous  enterprise,  by  way  of  establishing  his  fame,  feels  bound, 
in  honor  and  chivalry,  to  turn  back  for  no  difficulty  nor  hard* 
ship,  and  never  to  shrink  or  quail,  whatever  enemy  he  may 
encounter.  Under  this  impression,  I  resolutely  draw  my  pen, 
and  fiill  to,  with  might  and  main,  at  those  doughty  questioiis 
and  subtle  paradoxes,  which,  like  fiery  dragons  and  bloody 
giants,  beset  the  entrance  to  my  history,  and  would  fiiin  re- 
pulse me  from  the  very  threshold.  And  at  this  moment  a 
gigantic  question  has  started  up,  which  I  must  needs  take  by 
the  beard  and  utterly  subdue,  before  I  can  advance  another 
step  in  my  historic  undertaking ;  but  I  trust  this  will  be  the 
last  adversary  I  shall  have  to  contend  with,  and  that  in  the 
next  book  I  shall  be  enabled  to  conduct  my  readers  in 
triumph  into  the  body  of  my  work. 

The  question  which  has  thus  suddenly  arisen,  is,  What 
right  had  the  first  discoverers  of  America  to  land  and  taka 
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possession  of  a  country,  without  first  gaining  the  consent  of 
its -inhabitants,  or  yielding  them  an  adequate  compensation 
for  their  territory? — ^a  question  which  has  withstood  many 
fierce  assaults,  and  has  given  much  distress  of  mind  to  inulti« 
tudes  of  kind-hearted  folk.  And  indeed,  until  it  be  totally 
Tanquished,  and  put  to  rest,  the  worthy  people  of  America 
can  by  no  means  enjoy  the  soil  they  inhabit,  with  clear  right 
and  title,  and  quiet,  unsullied  consciences. 

The  first  source  of  right,  by  which  property  is  acquired  in 
a  country,  is  discovbrt.  For  as  all  mankind  have  an  equal 
right  to  any  thing,  which  has  never  before  been  appropriated, 
so  any  nation,  that  discovers  an  uninhabited  country,  and 
takes  possession  thereof,  is  considered  as  enjoying  full  prop- 
erty, and  absolute,  unquestionable  empire  therein.* 

This  proposition  being  admitted,  it  follows  clearly,  that  the 
Europeans  who  first  visited  America,  were  the  real  discover- 
ers of  the  same ;  nothing  being  necessary  to  the  establish- 
ment of  this  fact,  but  simply  to  prove  that  it  was  totally  un- 
inhabited by  man.  This  would  at  first  appear  to  be  a  point 
<^  some  difficulty,  for  it  is  well  known,  that  this  quarter  of 
the  world  abounded  wiUi  certain  animals,  that  walked  erect  on 
two  feet,  had  something  of  the  human  countenance,  uttered 
certain  unintelligible  sounds,  very  much  like  language,  in  short, 
had  a  marvellous  resemblance  to  human  beings.  But  the 
zealous  and  enlightened  &thers,  who  accompanied  the  discov- 
erers, for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
by  establishing  fiit  monasteries  and  bishoprics  on  earth,  soon 
cleared  up  this  point,  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  holi- 
ness the  pope,  and  of  all  Christian  voyagers  and  discoverers. 

*  Grodns.    PulTendorf,  b.  t.  c.  4.    Yattel,  b.  i.  c  18,  &o. 


Tbqr  plainly  proved,  and  m  tlwre  wwb  bo  hdiaa  wiltan 
•roae  on  tbe  other  tide,  the  &ct  was  eonsidered  aa  fiiUy  ad* 
Mtted  and  eatabliahed,  that  the  two-legged  race  of  animab 
before  mentioned  were  mere  cannihala,  deteataUe  monatier% 
.and  many  of  them  gianta*-whidi  laat  description  of  Tagranta 
have,  since  the  times  of  Gog,  Magog,  and  Goliath,  been  con- 
aidered  aa  outlaws,  and  have  reoeiTed  no  quarter  in  ttther  hia* 
tory,  diivalry,  or  song.  Indeed,  even  the  philosophic  BaooQ 
declared  the  Americans  to  be  people  proscribed  by  the  laws 
<tf  natore,  inasmudi  aa  they  had  a  barbaroos  cuatom  of  aacri- 
fioing  men,  and  feeding  upon  man's  flesh* 

Nor  are  these  all  the  proofe  of  their  utter  barbarism; 
among  many  other  writers  of  discernment,  UUoa  tells  ua 
**  their  imbecility  is  so  Tisible,  tliat  one  can  hardly  form  an 
idea  of  them  difierent  from  what  one  has  of  the  brutes. 
Nothing  disturbs  the  tranquillity  of  their  souls,  equally  inaen- 
rible  to  disasters  and  to  prosperity.  Though  half  nalcod,  they 
are  aa  contented  as  a  monarch  in  his  most  splendid  array. 
Fear  makes  no  impression  on  them,  and  respect  as  little.**  All 
this  is  furthermore  supported  by  the  authority  of  M.  Bouguer. 
^  It  is  not  easy,"  says  ho,  **  to  describe  the  degree  of  their 
indifference  for  wealth  and  nil  its  sdvontages.  One  does  not 
well  know  what  motives  to  propose  to  them  when  one  would 
persuade  them  to  any  service.  It  is  vain  to  ofTer  them  money ; 
they  answer  they  are  not  hungry."  And  Vancgas  confirma 
the  whole,  assuring  us  that  "  ambition  they  have  none,  and 
are  more  desirous  of  being  thought  strong  than  valiant  Tbe 
objecta  of  ambition  with  us — ^honor,  furne,  reputation,  riches^ 
posta^  and  distinctions,  are  unknown  among  them.  So  that 
thia  powerful  spring  of  action,  the  cause  of  so  much  Mttming 
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good  and  real  evil  in  the  world,  has  no  power  over  them.  In 
a  word,  these  unhappy  mortals  may  be  compared  to  children, 
in  whom  the  development  of  reason  is  not  completed." 

Now  all  these  peculiarities,  although  in  the  unenlightened 
states  of  Greece  they  would  have  entitled  their  possessors  to 
immortal  honor,  as  having  reduced  to  practice  those  rigid  and 
abstemious  maxims,  the  mere  talking  about  which  acquired 
certain  old  Greeks  the  reputation  of  sages  and  philosophers ; 
— ^yet,  were  they  clearly  proved  in  the  present  instance  to  be- 
token  a  most  abject  and  brutified  nature,  totally  beneath  the 
human  character.  But  the  benevolent  fathers,  who  had  un- 
dertaken to  turn  these  unhappy  savages  into  dumb  beasts,  by 
dint  of  argument,  advanced  still  stronger  proofs ;  for  as  cer- 
tiun  divines  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  among  the  rest  Lul- 
lus,  affirm — ^the  Americans  go  naked,  and  have  no  beards ! — 
**  They  have  nothing,'*  says  Lullus,  "  of  the  reasonable  animal, 
except  the  mask." — ^And  even  that  mask  was  allowed  to  avail 
them  but  little,  for  it  was  soon  found  that  they  were  of  a 
hideous  copper  complexion — ^and  being  of  a  copper  complex- 
ion, it  was  all  the  same  as  if  they  were  negroes — and  negroes 
are  black,  ^  and  black,**  sdd  the  pious  fathers,  devoutly  cross- 
ing themselves,  "  is  the  color  of  the  Devil !  **  Therefore,  so 
fiir  from  being  able  to  own  property,  they  had  no  right  even 
to  personal  freedom — for  liberty  is  too  radiant  a  deity  to  in- 
habit such  gloomy  temples.  All  which  circumstances  plainly 
convinced  the  righteous  followers  of  Cortes  and  Pizarro,  that 
these  miscreants  had  no  title  to  the  soil  that  they  infested — 
that  they  were  a  perverse,  illiterate,  dumb,  beardless,  black- 
teed — ^mere  wild  beasts  of  the  forests,  and  like  them  should 
either  be  subdued  or  exterminated* 
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From  the  foregoing  arguments,  therefore,  and  a  variety  of 
others  equally  conclusive,  which  1  forbear  to  enumerate,  it  is 
clearly  evident  that  tliis  fair  quarter  of  the  globe  when  first 
visited  by  £un>peans,  was  a  howling  wilderness,  inhabited  by 
nothing  but  wild  beasts ;  and  that  the  transatlantic  visitors 
acquired  an  incontrovertible  property  therein,  by  the  rt^Af  of 
diicovery. 

This  right  being  fully  established,  we  now  come  to  the 
next,  which  is  the  right  acquired  by  cultivation,  "  The  culti- 
vation of  the  soil,'*  we  are  told,  ^  is  an  obligation  imposed  by 
nature  on  mankind.  The  whole  world  is  appointed  for  the 
nourishment  of  its  inhabitants :  but  it  would  be  incapable  of 
doing  it,  was  it  uncultivated.  Every  nation  is  then  obliged 
by  the  law  of  nature  to  cultivate  the  ground  that  has  fallen  to 
its  share.  Those  people,  like  the  ancient  Germans  and  mod- 
ern Tartars,  who,  having  feilile  countries,  dis<Iain  to  cultivate 
the  earth,  and  choose  to  live  by  rapine,  are  wanting  to  them- 
selves, and  deserve  to  be  exterminated  ai  savage  and  pernicious 
beasts:'"^ 

Now  it  is  notorious,  that  the  savagi's  knew  nothing  of 
agriculture,  when  first  discovered  by  the  Europeans,  but  lived 
a  most  vagabond,  disorderly,  unrighteous  life^ — rambling  from 
place  to  place,  and  prodigally  rioting  iip<>n  the  spontaneous 
luxuries  of  nature,  without  tasking  her  generosity  to  yield 
them  anything  more;  whereas  it  has  luen  ini>st  unquestion- 
ably shown,  that  Heaven  intended  the  earth  should  be  ploughed 
and  sown,  and  manured,  and  laid  out  into  cities,  and  towns^ 
and  farms,  and  country  seats,  and  pleasure  grounds,  and  pub> 
lie  gardens,  all  which  the  Indians  knew  nothing  about — there- 

•  Vattel,  b.  i.  ch.  17. 
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fore,  they  did  not  improve  the  talents  Providence  had  be- 
stowed on  them — ^therefore,  they  were  careless  stewards— 
therefore,  they  had  no  right  to  the  soil — therefore,  they  de- 
served to  be  exterminated. 

It  is  true,  the  savages  might  plead  that  they  drew  all  the 
beifefits  from  the  land  which  their  simple  wants  required — 
they  found  plenty  of  game  to  hunt,  which,  together  with  the 
roots  and  uncultivated  fruits  of  the  earth,  furnished  a  suffi- 
cient variety  for  their  frugal  repasts ; — and  that  as  Heaven 
merely  designed  the  earth  to  form  the  abode,  and  satisfy  the 
wants  of  man ;  so  long  as  those  purposes  were  answered,  the 
will  of  Heaven  was  accomplished. — But  this  only  proves  how 
undeserving  they  were  of  the  blessings  around  them — they 
were  so  much  the  more  savages,  for  not  having  more  wants ; 
for  knowledge  is  in  some  degree  an  increase  of  desires,  and  it  is 
this  superiority  both  in  the  number  and  magnitude  of  his  desires, 
that  distinguishes  the  man  from  the  beast  Therefore  the  In- 
dians, in  not  having  more  wants,  were  very  unreasonable  ani- 
mals ;  and  it  was  but  just  that  they  should  make  way  for  the 
Europeans,  who  had  a  thousand  wants  to  their  one,  and,  there- 
fore, would  turn  the  earth  to  more  account,  and  by  cultivating 
it,  more  truly  fulfil  the  will  of  Heaven.  Besides — Grotius  and 
Lauterbach,  and  Puffendorff,  and  Tltius,  and  many  wise  men 
beside,  who  have  considered  the  matter  properly,  have  deter- 
mined, that  the  property  of  a  country  cannot  be  acquired  by 
hunting,  cutting  wood,  or  drawing  water  in  it — nothing  but 
precise  demarcation  of  limits,  and  the  intention  of  cultivation, 
can  establish  the  possession.  Now  as  the  savages  (probably 
from  never  having  read  the  authors  above  quoted)  had  never 
complied  with  any  of  these  necessary  forms,  it  plainly  follows 
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that  thej  had  no  right  to  the  adl,  but  that  it  was  oomplalily 
at  the  diapoeal  of  the  first  oomers,  wlio  had  more  Iniowledge^ 
more  wants,  and  more  elegant^  that  is  to  say,  artificial  desires 
Uian  themselves. 

In  entering  upon  a  newly  disooTered,  nncnltivated  oountiy, 
therefore,  the  new  comers  were  but  talcing  possession  of  what, 
according  to  the  aforesaid  doctrine,  was  their  own  property — 
therefore,  in  opposing  them,  the  savages  were  invading  their 
just  rights,  infiinging  the  immutable  laws  of  nature,  and  coiiii> 
teracting  the  will  of  Heaven — ^therefore,  they  were  guilty  of 
impiety,  burglary,  and  treqMss  on  the  esse,  therefore,  they 
were  hardened  offenders  against  Ood  and  man — therefore,  they 
ought  to  be  exterminated. 

But  a  more  irresistible  right  than  either  that  1  have  men- 
tioned, and  one  which  will  be  the  most  readily  admitted  by 
my  reader,  provided  he  be  blessed  with  bowels  of  charity  and 
philanthropy,  is  the  right  acquired  by  civilization.  All  the 
world  knows  the  lamentable  state  in  which  these  poor  savages 
wore  found.  Not  only  deficient  in  the  c(»mforts  of  life,  but 
what  is  still  worse,  most  piteously  and  unfortunately  blind  to 
the  miseries  of  their  situation.  But  no  sooner  did  tho  benevo- 
lent inhabitants  of  Europe  behold  their  sad  condition  than 
they  immediately  went  to  work  to  ameliorate  and  improve  it 
They  introduced  among  them  rum,  gin,  brandy,  and  the  other 
comforts  of  life— and  it  is  sstonisbing  to  read  how  soon  the 
poor  savages  learned  to  estimate  those  blessings ;  they  like> 
wise  made  known  to  them  a  thousand  remedies,  by  which  the 
most  inveterate  diseases  are  alleviated  and  healed ;  and  thai 
they  might  comprehend  the  benefits  and  enjoy  the  comforts 
of  these  medicines,  they  previously  introduced  among  then 
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the  diseases  which  thej  were  calculated  to  cure.  By  these 
and  a.  variety  of  other  methods  was  the  condition  of  these 
poor  savages  wonderfully  improved ;  they  acquired  a  thou- 
sand wants,  of  which  they  had  before  been  ignorant ;  and  as 
he  has  most  sources  of  happiness  who  has  most  wants  to 
be  gratified,  they  were  doubtlessly  rendered  a  much  happier 
race  of  beings. 

But  the  most  important  branch  of  civilization,  and  which 
has  most  strenuously  been  extolled  by  the  zealous  and  pious 
fiithers  of  the  Romish  Church,  is  the  introduction  of  the 
Christian  faith.  It  was  truly  a  sight  that  might  well  inspire 
horror,  to  behold  these  savages  tumbling  among  the  dark 
mountains  of  paganism,  and  guilty  of  the  most  horrible  igno- 
rance of  religion.  It  is  true,  they  neither  stole  nor  defrauded ; 
they  were  sober,  frugal,  continent,  and  faithful  to  their  word  ; 
but  though  they  acted  right  habitually,  it  was  all  in  vain,  unless 
they  acted  so  from  precept.  The  new  comers,  therefore,  used 
every  method  to  induce  them  to  embrace  and  practise  the 
true  religion — except  indeed  that  of  setting  them  the  example. 

But  notwithstanding  all  these  complicated  labors  for  their 

good,  such  was  the  unparalleled  obstinacy  of  these  stubborn 

wretches,  that  they  ungratefully  refused  to  acknowledge  the 

strangers  as  their  benefactors,  and  persisted  in  disbelieving 

the  doctrines  they  endeavored  to  inculcate ;  most  insolently 

alleging,  that  from  their  conduct,  the  advocates  of  Christianity 

did  not  seem  to  believe  in  it  themselves.    Was  not  this  too 

much  for  human  patience  ? — would  not  one  suppose  that  the 

b^iign  visitants  from  Europe,  provoked  at  their  incredulity, 

and  diBOOuragod  by  Uieir  stiff-necked  obstinacy,  would  forever 

have  abandoned  their  shores,  and  consigned  them  to  their 
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original  ignonnoe  and  miaoryt — ^But  no^-ao  jwaloua 
they  to  effect  the  temporal  comfort  and  eternal  aalvatioii  of 
theie  pagan  infidels^  that  they  CTcn  proceeded  from  the  mildar 
means  of  perauaaion,  to  the  more  painful  and  troubleeome  one 
of  peraeeution — ^let  looae  among  them  whole  troops  of  fiery 
monks  and  fiirioua  Uoodhounda  —  purified  than  by  fire 
and  sword,  by  stmke  and  fagot ;  in  consequence  of  which  In- 
defiOigable  measures  the  cause  of  Christian  lore  and  charity 
waa  ao  rapidly  adTanoed,  that  in  a  few  yeara  not  one-fifth  of 
the  number  of  unbelievers  existed  in  South  America  that  were 
found  there  at  the  time  of  ita  diaooTery. 

What  stronger  right  need  the  European  aetdera  advanee 
to  the  country  than  this?  Have  not  whole  nations  of  un- 
informed savages  been  made  acquainted  with  a  thousand  im- 
perious wants  and  indispensable  comforts,  of  which  they  were 
before  wholly  ignorant  ?  Have  thoy  not  been  literally  hunted 
and  smolcod  out  of  the  dens  and  lurliing  places  of  ignorance 
and  infidelity,  and  absolutely  scourged  into  the  right  path! 
Have  not  the  temporal  things,  the  vain  baubles  and  filthy 
lucre  of  this  world,  which  were  too  apt  to  engage  their  world- 
ly and  selfish  thoughts,  been  beqevolently  taken  from  them ; 
and  have  they  not,  instead  thereof,  been  taught  to  set  their 
affections  on  things  above  ? — And  finally,  to  use  the  worda  of 
a  reverend  Spanish  fitther,  in  a  letter  to  his  superior  in  Spain 
— **  Can  any  one  have  the  presumption  to  say  that  these  aaT 
age  Pagans  have  yielded  any  thing  more  than  an  inconsiderm 
ble  recompense  to  their  benefiustors ;  in  surrendering  to  then 
a  little  pitifiil  tract  of  this  dirty  sublunary  planet  in  exchange 
for  a  glorious  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  1  ^ 

Here  then  are  three  complete  and  undemable  sources  of 
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right  established,  any  one  of  which  was  more  than  ample  to 
establish  a  property  in  the  newly-disoovered  regions  of 
America.  Now,  so  it  has  happened  in  certain  parts  of  this 
delightful  quarter  of  the  globe,  that  the  right  of  discovery  has 
been  so  strenuously  asserted — ^the  influence  of  cultivation  so 
industriously  extended,  and  the  progress  of  salvation  and  civ- 
ilization so  zealously  prosecuted,  that,  what  with  their  attend- 
ant wars,  persecutions,  oppressions,  diseases  and  other  partial 
evils  that  oflen  hang  on  the  skirts  of  great  benefits — the  sav- 
age aborigines  have,  somehow  or  another,  been  utterly  annihi- 
lated— and  this  all  at  once  brings  me  to  a  fourth  right,  which 
is  worth  all  the  others  put  together. — For  the  original  claim- 
ants to  the  soil  being  all  dead  and  buried,  and  no  one  remain- 
ing to  inherit  or  dispute  the  soil,  the  Spaniards,  as  the  next 
immediate  occupants,  entered  upon  the  possession  as  clearly 
as  the  hangman  succeeds  to  the  clothes  of  the  malefactor — 
and  as  they  have  Blackstone,*  and  all  the  learned  expounders 
of  the  law  on  their  side,  they  may  set  all  actions  of  eject- 
ment at  defiance — ^and  this  last  right  may  be  entitled  the  right 
BT  sxTSRMiKATiOK,  or  in  Other  words,  the  right  by  gunpowder. 
But  lest  any  scruples  of  conscience  should  remain,  on  this 
head,  and  to  settle  the  question  of  right  forever,  his  holiness 
Pope  Alexander  VI.  issued  a  bull,  by  which  he  generously 
granted  the  newly-discovered  quarter  of  the  globe  to  the 
Spaniards  and  Portuguese ;  who,  thus  having  law  and  gospel 
on  their  mde,  and  being  inflamed  with  great  spiritual  zeal, 
showed  the  Pagan  savages  neither  favor  nor  affection,  but 
prosecuted  the  work  of  discovery,  colonization,  civilization, 
and  extennination,  with  ten  times  more  fury  than  even 

*  Bl.  Conub.  ii.  c.  1. 
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Tbiis  were  the  European  worthies  who  fint  dleeofewd 
Americft  dearly  entitled  to  the  eoil ;  and  not  only  entitled  to 
the  soily  but  lilcewise  to  the  eternal  thanks  of  these  infidel 
saTageSy  for  having  come  so  fiur,  endured  so  many  perils  by 
sea  and  land,  and  talcen  such  unwearied  pains,  for  no  olhsr 
purpose  but  to  improve  their  forlorn,  unci  viliaed,  and  heathen^ 
ish  oondition — for  having  made  them  acquainted  with  the  oom- 
Ibrts  of  life ;  for  having  introduced  among  them  the  light  of 
religion,  and  finally — for  having  hurried  them  out  of  the 
world,  to  enjoy  its  reward  t 

But  as  ailment  is  never  so  well  understood  by  us  sdfidi 
mortals  as  when  it  comes  home  to  ourselves,  and  as  I  am  par> 
ticularly  anxious  that  this  question  should  be  put  to  rest  for- 
ever, I  will  suppose  a  parallel  case,  by  way  of  arousing  the 
candid  attention  of  my  readers. 

Let  us  suppose,  then,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  moon, 
by  astonishing  advancement  in  science,  and  by  profound  in- 
sight into  that  lunar  philosophy,  the  mere  fliclcerings  of  which 
have  of  late  years  dazzled  the  feeble  optics,  and  addled  the 
shallow  brains  of  the  good  people  of  our  globe — let  us  sup> 
pose,  I  say,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  moon,  by  these  means, 
had  arrived  at  such  a  command  of  their  energiesy  such  an  en- 
viable state  of  perfectibility,  as  to  control  the  elements,  and 
navigate  tiie  boundless  regions  of  space.  Let  us  suppose  a 
roving  crew  of  these  soaring  philosophers,  in  the  course  of  an 
aerial  voyage  of  discovery  among  the  stars,  should  chance  to 
alight  upon  this  outlandish  planet. 

And  here  I  beg  my  readers  will  not  have  the  uncharitable- 
ness  to  smile,  as  is  too  frequently  the  &ult  of  volatile  readera, 
when  perusing  the  grave  speculations  of  philosophers.     I  am 
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fiur  from  indulging  in  any  sportive  vein  at  present ;  nor  is  the 
supposition  I  have  been  making  so  wild  as  many  may  deem 
it.  It  has  long  been  a  very  serious  and  anxious  question  with 
me,  and  many  a  time  and  oft,  in  the  course  of  my  overwhelm- 
ing cares  and  contrivances  for  the  welfare  and  protection  of 
this  my  native  planet,  have  I  lain  awake  whole  nights  debating 
in  my  mind,  whether  it  were  most  probable  we  should  first  dis- 
cover and  civilize  the  moon,  or  the  moon  discover  and  civilize 
our  globe.  Neither  would  the  prodigy  of  sailing  in  the  air 
and  cruising  among  the  stars  be  a  whit  more  astonishing  and 
incomprehensible  to  us,  than  was  the  European  mystery  of 
navigating  floating  castles,  through  the  world  of  waters,  to 
the  simple  natives.  We  have  already  discovered  the  art  of 
coasting  along  the  aerial  shores  of  our  planet,  by  means  of 
balloons,  as  the  savages  had  of  v^ituring  along  their  sea- 
ooasts  in  canoes ;  and  the  disparity  between  the  former,  and 
the  aerial  vehicles  of  the  philosophers  from  the  moon,  might 
not  be  greater  than  that  between  the  bark  canoes  of  the  sav* 
ages,  and  Uie  mighty  ships  of  their  discoverers.  I  might  here 
pursue  an  endless  chain  of  similar  speculations ;  but  as  they 
would  be  unimportant  to  my  subject,  I  abandon  them  to  my 
reader,  particularly  if  he  be  a  philosopher,  as  matters  well 
worthy  of  his  attentive  consideration. 

To  return  then  to  my  supposition — ^let  us  suppose  that  the 
aerial  visitants  I  have  mentioned,  possessed  of  vastly  superior 
knowledge  to  ourselves ;  that  is  to  say,  possessed  of  superior 
knowledge  in  the  art  of  extermination — riding  on  hyppogriffs 
-defended  with  impenetrable  armor — armed  with  concentrat- 
ed sunbeams,  and  provided  with  vast  engines,  to  hurl  enor- 
mogr  moon-stones :  in  short,  let  us  suppose  them,  if  our  vanity 
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will  permit  the  suppomtioiiy  m  superior  to  us  in  knowh^gi^ 
and  consequently  in  power,  as  tlie  Europeans  were  to  the  ln» 
diansi  wlien  tliey  first  dIscoTered  tliem.  All  tUs  is  very  po» 
sible ;  it  is  only  our  self-sufliciency  that  malces  us  think  othsr 
wise ;  and  I  warrant  the  poor  savages,  before  they  had  mj 
knowledge  of  the  white  men,  armed  in  all  the  terrors  of  glit* 
tering  steel  and  tremendous  gunpowder,  were  aa  perfeody  aqiip 
yinced  that  they  themselves  were  the  wisest,  the  moat  viito- 
ous,  powerfiil,  and  perfect  of  created  beings,  aa  are,  at  tUa 
present  moment,  the  lordly  inhabitants  of  old  England,  the 
volatile  populace  of  France,  or  even  the  self-satisfiad  ctttaena 
of  this  most  enlightened  republic 

Let  us  suppose,  moreover,  that  the  aerial  voyagers,  find- 
ing this  planet  to  be  nothing  but  a  howling  wilderness,  inlutb- 
ited  by  us,  poor  savages  and  wild  beasts,  shall  take  formal 
possession  of  it,  in  the  name  of  his  most  gracious  and  philo- 
sophic excellency,  the  man  in  the  moon.  Finding,  however, 
that  their  numbers  are  incompetent  to  hold  it  in  complete 
subjection,  on  account  of  the  ferocious  barbarity  of  its  inliab- 
itants,  they  shall  take  our  worthy  President,  the  King  of 
Eng^d,  the  Emperor  of  Hayti,  the  mighty  Bonaparte,  and 
the  great  King  of  Bantam,  and  returning  to  their  native 
planet,  shall  carry  them  to  court,  as  were  the  Indian  chiefr  led 
about  as  spectacles  in  the  courts  of  Europe. 

Then  making  sudi  obeisance  as  the  etiquette  of  the  oomrt 
requires,  they  shall  address  the  puissant  man  in  the  moon,  in, 
aa  near  as  I  can  conjecture,  the  following  terms : 

''Most  serene  and  mighty  Potentate,  whose  dominions 
eitend  as  fiur  as  eye  can  reach,  who  rideth  on  the  Great  Bear, 
the  son  aa  a  looking-glass,  and  maintaineth  unrivalled 
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control  over  tides,  madmen,  and  seaporabs.  We  thy  liege 
subjects  have  just  returned  from  a  voyage  of  discovery,  in  the 
course  of  which  we  have  landed  and  taken  possession  of  that 
obscure  little  dirty  planet,  which  thou  beholdest  rolling  at  a 
distance.  The  five  uncouth  monsters,  which  we  have  brought 
into  this  august  presence,  were  once  very  important  chiefis 
among  their  fellow  savages,  who  are  a  race  of  beings  totally  des- 
titute of  the  common  attributes  of  humanity ;  and  differing  in 
every  thing  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  moon,  inasmuch  as 
they  carry  their  heads  upon  their  shoulders,  instead  of  under 
their  arms — ^have  two  eyes  instead  of  one— are  utterly  desti- 
tute of  tails,  and  of  a  variety  of  unseemly  complexions,  par- 
ticularly of  horrible  whiteness — instead  of  pesrgreen. 

^  We  have  moreover  found  these  miserable  savages  sunk 
into  a  state  of  the  utmost  ignorance  and  depravity,  every  man 
shamelessly  living  with  his  own  wife,  and  rearing  his  own 
children,  instead  of  indulging  in  that  community  of  wives  en- 
joined by  the  law  of  nature,  as  expounded  by  the  philosophers 
of  the  mo<Hi.  In  a  ¥rord,  they  have  scarcely  a  gleam  of  true 
philosophy  among  them,  but  are,  in  &ct,  utter  heretics,  igno- 
ramuses, and  barbarians.  Taking  compassion,  therefore,  on 
the  sad  condition  of  these  sublunary  wretches,  we  have  en- 
deavored, while  we  remained  on  their  planet,  to  introduce 
among  them  the  light  of  reason — and  the  comforts  of  the 
moon.  We  have  treated  them  to  mouthfuls  of  moonshine, 
and  draughts  of  nitrous  oxide,  which  they  swallowed  with  in- 
credible voracity,  particularly  the  females ;  and  we  have  like- 
wise endeavored  to  instil  into  them  the  precepts  of  lunar 
philosophy.  We  have  insisted  upon  their  renoundng  the 
contemptible  shackles  of  religion  and  common  sense,  and 
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adoring  the  profound,  omnipotent,  and  all  perfect  energj^Mid 
the  ecstatic^  immutable,  immovable  perfection.  But  such  vai 
the  unparalleled  obetinacy  of  these  wretched  aaragea,  that 
they  persisted  in  cleaving  to  their  wives,  and  adhering  to  their 
religion,  and  absolutely  set  at  naught  the  sublime  doctrines 
of  the  moon, — nay,  among  other  abominable  heresies,  they 
even  went  so  fiur  as  blasphemously  to  dedare,  that  this  hi- 
eflable  planet  waa  made  of  nothing  more  nor  less  than  green 
cheese!** 

At  these  words,  the  great  man  In  the  moon  (being  a  wrj 
profound  philosopher)  shall  fall  into  a  terrible  paaslon,  and 
possessing  equal  authority  over  things  that  do  not  belong  to 
him,  as  did  whilom  his  holiness  the  Pope,  shall  f(»rthwUh  issue 
a  formidable  bull,  specifying,  **  That,  whereas  a  certain  crew  of 
Lunatics  have  lately  discovered,  and  taken  possession  of  a 
newly-discovered  planet  called  the  earth — and  that  whereas  It 
is  inhabited  by  none  but  a  race  of  two-legged  animals  that 
carry  their  heads  on  their  shoulders  instead  of  under  their 
arms ;  cannot  talk  the  lunatic  language ;  have  two  eyes  instead 
of  one ;  are  destitute  of  tails,  and  of  a  horrible  whiteness,  in- 
stead of  pea-green — therefor,  and  for  a  varioty  of  other  excel- 
lent reasons,  they  are  considered  hicapable  i»f  {Kkssessing  any 
property  in  the  planet  they  infest,  and  the  right  and  title  to 
it  are  confirmed  to  its  original  discoverers. — And  further- 
more, the  colonists  who  are  now  about  to  depart  to  the  afore- 
said planet  are  authorized  and  commanded  to  use  every  means , 
to  convert  these  infidel  savages  from  the  darkness  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  make  them  thorough  and  absolute  lunatics.*^ 

In  consequence  of  this  benevolent  bull,  our  philosophic 
benefiustors  go  to  work  with  hearty  seal.    They  seize  upon 
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our  fertile  territories,  scourge  us  from  our  rightful  possessions, 
relieve  us  from  our  wives,  and  when  we  are  unreasonable 
enough  to  complain,  they  will  turn  upon  us  and  say,  Misera- 
ble barbarians !  ungrateful  wretches !  have  we  not  come  thou- 
sands of  miles  to  improve  your  worthless  planet ;  have  wo 
not  fed  you  with  moonshine ;  have  we  not  intoxicated  you 
with  nitrous  oxide ;  does  not  our  moon  give  you  light  every 
night,  and  have  you  the  baseness  to  murmur,  when  we  claim 
a  pitiful  return  for  all  these  benefits  ?  But  finding  that  we 
not  only  persist  in  absolute  contempt  of  their  reasoning  and 
disbelief  in  their  philosophy,  but  even  go  so  far  as  daringly  to 
defend  our  property,  their  patience  shall  be  exhausted,  and 
they  shall  resort  to  their  superior  powers  of  argument ;  hunt 
us  with  hyppogrif&,  transfix  us  with  concentrated  sunbeams, 
demolish  our  cities  with  moon-stones ;  until  having,  by  main 
force,  converted  us  to  the  true  faith,  they  shall  graciously  permit 
us  to  exist  in  the  torrid  deserts  of  Arabia,  or  the  frozen  re- 
gions of  Lapland,  there  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  civilization 
and  the  charms  of  lunar  philosophy,  in  much  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  reformed  and  enlightened  savages  of  this  country 
are  kindly  suffered  to  inhabit  the  inhospitable  forests  of  the 
north,  or  the  impenetrable  wildernesses  of  South  America. 

Thus,  I  hope,  I  have  clearly  proved,  and  strikingly  illus- 
trated,  the  right  of  the  early  colonists  to  the  possession  of 
this  country ;  and  thus  is  this  gigantic  question  completely 
Y|mquished:  so  having  manfully  surmounted  all  obstacles, 
and  subdued  all  opposition,  what  remains  but  that  I  should 
forthwith  conduct  my  readers  into  the  city  which  we  have 
been  so  long  in  a  manner  besieging  ?     But  hold ;  before  I 

proceed  another  step,  I  must  pause  to  take  breath,  and  recover 
4* 


9m  HnrosT  ov  www  vmx, 

from  the  noMrive  fiitigM  I  han  vadngaiM,  is  | 
begin  thia  most  «ocur«t«  of  hntoriM.  And  in  tUs  1  do  tak 
imitate  the  example  of  a  renowned  Dutch  tumble  of  mA 
quity,  who  took  k  etjut  of  three  miln  tar  the  pwrpone  of 
jum[niig  over  e  hill,  but  having  rvn  himaelT  out  of  bfwth  hj 
the  time  be  reached  the  foot,  Mt  himadf  quietly  dom  fi»r  • 
tew  momoite  to  blow,  and  th«n  walked  over  U  at  hie  h 
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TREATING  OF  TBK  FIRST  SETTLEMENT  OF  TBE  PROVINCE  OF 

NIEUW-NEOERLANDTS. 


CHAPTER  I. 

in  WHICH  ARI  CONTAINID  DITKIS  RIAB0N8  WHY  A  MAN  BHOCLD  ROT 
WRITI  IN  A  BURRT;  ALSO,  OW  MA8TIR  llENDRXCK  HUDSON,  HIS  DI8- 
COTIRT  OF  A  8TRAN0X  COUNTRY — AND  HOW  HE  WAS  MAGNiriCXKTLT 
RKWARDXD  BT   THE  MUNinCBNCI  OF  THIIR  HIGH   MIGHTINUSES. 

"ftC Y  great-grand&thery  by  the  mother's  side, Hermanus  Van 
-*-^-*-  Clatteroop,  when  employed  to  build  the  large  stone 
church  at  Rotterdam,  which  stands  about  three  hundred  yards 
to  your  left  after  you  turn  off  from  the  Boomkeys,  and  which 
is  80  conveniently  constructed,  that  all  the  zealous  Christians 
of  Rotterdam  prefer  sleeping  through  a  sermon  there  to  any 
other  church  in  the  city — my  great-grandfather,  I  say,  when 
employed  to  build  that  famous  church,  did  in  the  first  place 
send  to  Delft  for  a  box  of  long  pipes ;  then  having  purchased 
A  new  spitting-box  and  a  hundred  weight  of  the  best  Vii^nia, 
he  sat  himself  down,  and  did  nothing  for  the  space  of  three 
months  but  smoke  most  laboriously.  Then  did  he  spend  fidl 
three  months  more  in  trudging  on  foot,  and  voyaging  in  trek- 
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achuit,  from  Rotterdam  to  Amsterdam — to  Ddft— to 
*^to  Leyden — to  the  Hague,  knodiing  hiii  head  and  bifiaiiHg 
his  pipe  against  every  church  in  his  road.  Then  did  ha  ad- 
vance gradually  nearer  and  nearer  to  Rotterdam,  until  he 
came  in  full  sight  of  the  identical  spot  whereon  the  ehoroh 
was  to  be  built.  Then  did  he  spend  three  months  longer  in 
walking  round  it  and  round  it,  contemplating  it,  first  firom  one 
point  of  view,  and  then  from  another — now  would  he  be 
paddled  by  it  on  the  canal — ^now  would  he  peep  at  it  throngh 
a  telescope  from  the  other  side  of  the  Meuse,  and  now  would 
he  take  a  binTs^^ye  glance  at  it,  from  the  top  of  one  of  thoae 
gigantic  windmills  which  protect  the  gates  of  the  city.  Tlie 
good  folks  of  the  place  were  on  the  tiptoe  of  expectation  and 
impatience — ^notwithstanding  all  the  turmoil  of  my  great- 
grandfather, not  a  symptom  of  the  churi-h  was  yet  to  be  seen ; 
they  even  began  to  foar  it  would  never  be  brought  into  the 
world,  but  that  its  great  projector  would  lie  down  and  die  in 
labor  of  the  mighty  plan  he  had  conceivod.  At  length,  having 
occupied  twelve  good  months  in  puffuig  and  paddling,  and 
talking  and  walking — having  travelled  over  all  Holland,  and 
even  taken  a  peep  into  France  and  Germany — ^having  smoked 
five  hundred  and  ninety-nine  pipes,  and  three  hundred  weight 
of  the  best  Virginia  tobacco — my  great-grandfather  gathered 
together  all  that  knowing  and  industrious  class  of  citizens  who 
prefer  attending  to  anybody^s  business  s<K)n(T  than  their  own, 
and  having  pulled  off  his  coat  and  five  pair  (»f  breeches,  lie 
advanced  sturdily  up,  and  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  church, 
in  presence  of  the  whole  multitude—just  at  the  oommoioe- 
ment  of  the  thirteenth  month. 

In  a  similar  manner,  and  with  the  example  of  my  worth j 
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ancestor  fiiU  before  my  eyes,  have  I  proceeded  in  writing  this 
most  authentic  history.  The  honest  Rotterdamcrs  no  doubt 
thought  my  great-grand&ther  was  doing  nothing  at  all  to  the 
purpose,  while  he  was  making  such  a  world  of  prefatory 
bustle,  about  the  building  of  his  church  --^nd  many  of  the 
ingenious  inhabitants  of  this  fair  city  will  unquestionably  sup- 
pose that  all  the  preliminary  chapters,  with  the  discovery, 
population,  and  final  settlement  of  America,  were  totally  irre- 
levant and  superfhious — and  that  the  main  business,  the  his- 
tory of  New  York,  is  not  a  jot  more  advanced,  than  if  I  had 
never  taken  up  my  pen.  Never  were  wise  people  more  mis- 
taken in  their  conjectures ;  in  consequence  of  going  to  work 
slowly  and  deliberately,  the  church  came  out  of  my  grand- 
father's hands  one  of  the  most  sumptuous,  goodly,  and 
glorious  edifices  in  the  known  world-— excepting  that,  like  our 
magnificent  capitol,  at  Washington,  it  was  begun  on  so  grand 
a  scale  that  the  good  folks  could  not  afford  to  finish  more  than 
the  wing  of  it.  So,  likewise,  I  trust,  if  ever  I  am  able  to 
finish  this  M'ork  on  the  plan  I  have  commenced,  (of  which,  in 
simple  truth,  I  sometimes  have  my  doubts,)  it  will  be  found 
that  I  have  pursued  the  latest  rules  of  my  art,  as  exemplified 
in  the  writings  of  all  the  great  American  historians,  and 
wrought  a  very  large  history  out  of  a  small  subject — which, 
now-a-days,  is  considered  one  of  the  great  trumphs  of  his- 
toric skill.     To  proceed,  then,  with  the  thread  of  my  story. 

In  the  ever  memorable  year  of  our  Lord,  1609,  on  a  Sat- 
urday morning,  the  five4ind-twentieth  day  of  March,  old  style, 
did  that  **  worthy  and  irrecoverable  discoverer,  (as  he  has  just- 
ly been  called,)  Master  Henry  Hudson,*^  set  sail  from  Holland 
in  a  stout  vessel  called  the  Half  Moon,  being  employed  by 


86 


the  Datdi  East  India  Ccmftnj,  to  seek  a  nofHiwwt 
toCliiiiA. 

Henry  (or,  as  the  Dutdi  historiane  eell  him,  Hcndriek) 
Hiideoiiy  was  a  sea-fimng  man  of  renown,  who  had  learned  to 
smoke  tobacco  under  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  ia  arid  to  have 
been  the  first  to  introduce  it  into  Holland,  which  gained  Urn 
much  popularity  in  that  country,  and  caused  him  to  find 
&vor  in  the  eyes  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  the  lords 
general,  and  also  of  the  honorable  West  India  Compsny. 
He  was  a  short,  square,  brawny  old  gentleman,  with  a  doable 
chin,  a  mastiff  mouth,  and  a  broad  copper  noae,  which  was 
supposed  in  those  days  to  have  acquired  its  fiery  hne  from  tiie 
constant  neighborhood  of  his  tobacco  pipe. 

He  wore  a  true  Andrea  Ferrara,  tucked  in  a  leathern  belt, 
and  a  commodore^s  cocked  hat  on  one  side  of  his  head.  He 
was  remarkable  for  always  jerking  up  his  breeches  whoi  he 
gave  out  his  orders,  and  his  voice  s^ounded  not  unlike  the  brat- 
tling of  a  tin  trumpet— owing  to  the  numl>er  of  hard  north- 
westers which  he  had  swallowed  in  the  course  of  his  sea-&ring. 

Such  was  Hendrick  Hudson,  of  whom  wo  have  heard  so 
much,  and  know  so  little  :  and  1  hnve  been  thus  particular  in 
his  description  for  the  benefit  of  modem  painters  and  statua- 
ries, that  they  may  represent  him  as  he  wn» ;  and  not,  accord- 
ing to  their  common  custom  with  modem  hen>es,  make  him 
look  like  Ceesar,  or  Marcus  Aurelius,  or  the  Apollo  of  Belvi- 
dere. 

As  chief  mate  and  favorite  companion,  the  commodore 
chose  master  Robert  Juet,  of  Limehouse,  in  England.  By 
some  lus  name  has  been  spelled  ChewH,  and  ascribed  to  the 
circumstances  of  his  having  been  the  first  man  that  erer 
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diewed  tobaooo ;  but  this  I  believe  to  be  a  mere  flippancy^ 
more  especially  as  certain  of  his  progeny  are  living  at  this 
day,  who  write  their  names  Juet.  He  was  an  old  comrade 
and  early  schoolmate  of  the  great  Hudson,  with  whom  he  had 
often  played  truant  and  sailed  chip  boats  in  a  neighboring 
pond,  when  they  were  little  boys — from  whence  it  is  said  that 
the  commodore  first  derived  his  bias  towards  a  sea-faring  life. 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  old  people  about  Limehouse  declared 
Robert  Juet  to  be  an  unlucky  urchin,  prone  to  mischief,  that 
would  one  day  or  other  come  to  the  gallows. 

He  grew  up  as  boys  of  that  kind  often  grow  up,  a  ram- 
bling, heedless  varlet,  tossed  about  in  all  quarters  of  the  world 
— ^meeting  with  more  perils  and  wonders  than  did  Sinbad  the 
Sailor,  without  growing  a  whit  more  wise,  prudent,  or  ill- 
natured.  Under  every  misfortune,  he  comforted  himself 
with  a  quid  of  tobacco,  and  the  truly  philosophic  maxim,  that 
**  it  will  be  all  the  same  thing  a  hundred  years  hence."  He 
was  skilled  in  the  art  of  carving  anchors  and  true  lover's 
knots  on  the  bulk-heads  and  quarter-railings,  and  was  con- 
sidered a  great  wit  on  board  ship,  in  consequence  of  his  play- 
ing pranks  on  everybody  around,  and  now  and  then  even 
making  a  wry  face  at  old  Hendrick,  when  his  back  was  turned. 

To  this  universal  genius  are  we  indebted  for  many  par- 
ticulars concerning  this  voyage ;  of  which  he  wrote  a  history, 
at  the  request  of  the  commodore,  who  had  an  unconquerable 
aversion  to  writing  himself,  from  having  received  so  many 
floggings  about  it  when  at  school.  To  supply  the  deficiencies 
of  master  Juet's  journal,  which  is  written  with  true  log-book 
brevity,  I  have  availed  myself  of  divers  family  traditions^ 
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hanrled  down  from  my  (rreat-<rrrat-pwidfathor,  who  •OOODW 
panied  the  oxpt»diti«)!i  in  th<»  nipacity  of  cabin-boy. 

From  nil  that  I  cnn  loarn,  f«'W  iiicidenta  worthy  of  remark 
happoncHl  in  tht*  voya<;o  ;  and  it  iiiortifios  mc oxceoding] y  that 
I  have  to  admit  so  nnted  an  expedition  into  my  work,  without 
makinf;  any  nji»ro  <»f  it. 

SiiffKM*  it  to  sjiy,  the  voyage  was  proHporous  and  tranquil 
— the  crow,  bfinij  a  patient  people,  much  given  to  sdumber 
and  vacuity,  and  but  little  tmubb^i  with  the  diMease  of  think- 
ing— a  malady  of  the  mind,  whii-h  is  the  sur*^  breeder  of  dis- 
content. Hudson  had  laid  in  abundance  (»f  gin  and  aourkrout, 
and  every  man  was  al!t>wed  to  sleep  quietly  at  his  post  unless 
the  wind  blew.  True  it  is,  sninosli^iit  disiilTretion  was  shown 
on  two  or  three  o<*<asinns,  at  (vrtain  unre:ts»>nable  conduct  of 
Commodore  Hudson.  Thus,  for  instance,  he  forbore  to  sluirten 
sail  when  the  wiml  Wiis  Ii«:ht,  and  tlu*  weather  seri'ne,  which 
was  considered  anioni;  the  most  experienced  Dutch  seamen,  as 
certain  tceather-hreedern,  or  projrunstii-s,  tliat  the  weather 
would  change  for  tiie  wi»rse.  He  aeted,  moreover,  in  direct 
conlnidiction  to  that  ancient  and  sa;re  rule  <if  the  Dutch  navi- 
gators, who  always  took  in  siiil  at  ni;:lit — put  the  helm  a-p<»rt, 
and  turned  in — by  wiiieh  pnrauti«)n  tliey  had  a  giM»d  nii^ht^s 
rest — were  sure  of  knowing  whore  tiiey  win*  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  stood  but  little  c-lianee  of  running  down  a  continent 
in  the  dark.  He  likewise  prohibitetl  the  seamen  fn»m  wear- 
ing more  than  five  jackets  and  six  pair  of  breeihes,  under 
pretence  of  rendering  them  mt»re  alert ;  and  no  man  was  per- 
mitted to  go  alofl,  and  hand  in  s;iils  with  a  pipe  in  his  mouth, 
as  is  the  invariable  Dutch  custom  at  the  present  day.  All 
these  grievances,  though  they  might  ruflle  fur  a  moment  the 
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constitutional  tranquillity  of  the  honest  Dutch  ars,  made  but 
transient  impression ;  they  eat  hugely,  drank  profusely,  and 
slept  immeasurably,  and  being  under  the  especial  guidance 
of  Providence,  the  ship  was  safely  conducted  to  the  coast  of 
America;  where,  after  sundry  unimportant  touchings  and 
standings  off  and  on,  she  at  length,  on  the  fourth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, entered  that  majestic  bay  which  at  this  day  expands 
its  ample  bosom  before  the  city  of  New  York,  and  which  had 
never  before  been  visited  by  any  European.* 

*  True  it  is — and  I  am  not  i^orant  of  the  fact,  that  in  a  certain 
apocryphal  book  of  Toyages,  compiled  by  one  Hakluyt,  is  to  be  found  a 
letter  written  to  Francis  the  First,  by  one  Giovanne,  or  John  Yemzzani, 
on  which  some  writers  are  inclined  to  found  a  belief  that  this  delightful 
bay  had  been  Tisited  nearly  a  century  previous  to  the  voyage  of  the  en- 
terprisuig  Hudson.  Now  this  (albeit  it  has  met  with  the  countenance  of 
certain  very  judicious  and  learned  men)  I  hold  in  utter  disbelief,  and 
that  for  various  good  and  substantial  reasons :  Fint^  Because  on  strict 
examination  it  wiU  be  found,  that  the  description  given  by  this  Verazzani 
applies  about  as  well  to  the  bay  of  New  York  as  It  does  to  my  night-cap. 
tStcimdlgf  Because  that  this  John  Verazzani,  for  whom  I  already  begin  to 
feel  a  most  bitter  enmity,  is  a  native  of  Florence ;  and  everybody 
knows  the  crafty  wiles  of  these  losel  Florentines,  by  which  they  filched 
away  the  laurels  from  the  brows  of  the  immortal  Colon,  (vulgarly  called 
Columbus,)  and  bestowed  them  on  their  officious  townsman,  Amerigo 
Ycspucci ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  they  are  equally  ready  to  rob  the  illus-  ■• 
trious  Hudson  of  the  credit  of  discovering  this  beautiful  island,  adorned 
by  the  city  of  New  York,  and  placing  it  beside  their  usurped  discovery 
of  South  America.  And,  thirdly,  I  award  my  decision  in  favor  of  the 
pretensions  of  Hendrick  Hudson,  inasmuch  as  his  expedition  sailed  from 
Holland,  being  truly  and  absolutely  a  Dutch  enterprise— and  though  all 
the  proofs  in  the  worl^  were  introduced  on  the  other  side,  I  would  set 
them  at  naught,  as  undeserving  my  attention.  If  these  three  reasons 
be  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  every  burgher  of  this  ancient  city — all  I  can 
say  is,  they  are  degenerate  descendants  from  their  venerable  Dutch  an- 
cestors, and  totally  unworthy  the  trouble  of  convincing.  Thus,  there- 
fore,  the  title  of  Hendrick  Hudson  to  his  renowned  discovery  is  fVUly 
vindicated. 


It  hM  been  traditionary  in  our  &inay,liMfe 
navigator  waa  firat  bleaaed  with  a  riew  of  lUa  aBahanll^g  111* 
andy  he  waa  obaervod,  for  the  firat  and  only  tiina  tn  Ua  lift^  to 
exhibit  atrong  symptoma  of  aatonialunent  and 
He  ia  aaid  to  have  turned  to  maater  Jnet^  and  vtlend 
remarlcable  worda,  while  he  pointed  towarda  thia  paradiw  of 
the  new  world — ^^See!  there!** — and  theronpon,  aa  wm 
alwaya  hia  way  when  he  waa  unoommonly  plaaaad,  ha  did 
puff  out  auch  douda  of  dcnae  tobacco  amoke^  that  in  one  nii^ 
ute  the  veaael  was  out  of  eight  of  land,  and  maaler  Jnet  wm 
fiun  to  wait  until  the  winda  disperaed  thia  impeofllnhle  fBg» 

It  was  indeed — as  my  great-grandfiither  uaed  to  a^*— 
though  in  truth  I  never  heard  him,  for  ho  died,  aa  might  be 
expected,  before  I  was  bom — **  It  was  indeed  a  spot  on  which 
the  eye  might  hare  revelled  forever,  in  ever  new  and  never 
ending  beauties.*^  The  island  of  Mannahata  spread  wide 
before  them,  lilce  some  sweet  vision  of  fancy,  or  some  fiur  cre- 
ation of  industrious  magic.  Its  hills  of  smiling  green  swelled 
gently  one  above  another,  crowned  with  lofty  trees  of  luxu- 
riant growth;  some  pointing  their  tapering  foliage  towarda 
the  clouds,  which  were  gloriously  transparent;  and  others 
loaded  with  a  verdant  burthen  of  clambering  vines,  bowing 
their  branches  to  the  earth,  that  was  covered  with  flowera. 
On  the  gentle  declivities  of  the  hills  were  scattered  in  gay 
profusion,  the  dog-wood,  the  sumach,  and  the  wild  brier,  whose 
scarlet  berries  and  white  blossoms  glowed  brightly  among  the 
deep  green  of  the  surrounding  foliage ;  and  here  and  there  a 
curling  column  of  smolce  rising  from  the  little  glens  that 
opened  along  the  shore,  seemed  to  promise  the  weary  voy. 
agera  a  welcome  at  the  hands  of  their  fellow  creaturea.    Aa 
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they  stood  gaadng  with  entranced  attention  on  the  scene  before 
them,  a  red  man,  crowned  with  feathers,  issued  from  one  of 
these  glens,  and  afler  contemphtting  in  wonder  the  gallant 
ship,  as  she  sat  like  a  stately  swan  swimming  on  a  silver  lake, 
sounded  the  warwhoop,  and  bounded  into  the  woods  like  a  wild 
deer,  to  the  utter  astonishment  of  the  phlegmatic  Dutchmen, 
who  had  never  heard  such  a  noise,  or  witnessed  such  a  caper 
in  their  whole  lives. 

Of  the  transactions  of  our  adventurers  with  the  savages, 
and  how  the  latter  smoked  copper  pipes,  and  ate  dried  cur- 
rants ;  how  they  brought  great  store  of  tobacco  and  oysters ; 
how  they  shot  one  of  the  ship's  crew,  and  how  he  was  buried, 
I  shall  say  nothing ;  being  that  I  consider  them  unimportant 
to  my  history.  Afler  tarrying  a  few  days  in  the  bay,  in  order 
to  refresh  themselves  after  their  sea-faring,  our  voyagers 
weighed  andior,  to  explore  a  mighty  river  which  emptied  into 
the  bay.  This  river,  it  is  said,  was  known  among  the  savages 
by  the  name  of  the  Shatemtuk ;  though  we  are  assured  in  an 
excellent  little  history  published  in  1674,  by  John  Josselyn, 
Gent,  that  it  was  called  the  Mohegan^*  and  master  Richard 
Bloome,  who  wrote  some  time  afterwards,  asserts  the  same— 
so  that  I  very  much  incline  in  favor  of  the  opinion  of  these 
two  honest  gentlemen.  Be  this  as  it  may,  up  this  river  did 
the'  adventurous  Hendrick  proceed,  little  doubting  but  it 
would  turn  out  to  be  the  much  looked  for  passage  to  China ! 

Hie  journal  goes  on  to  make  mention  of  divers  interviews 
between  the  crew  and  the  natives,  in  the  voyage  up  the  river ; 
but  as  they  would  be  impertinent  to  my  history,  I  shall  pass 

*  Thii  river  b  likewise  Udd  down  in  OgilTy's  map  as  Manhattan-^ 
Noordt  Montaigne  and  M auritios  river. 
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over  them  in  silence,  except  the  following  dry  Joke,  played  ol 
by  the  old  commodore  and  his  school -fellow,  Robert  Jut 
which  does  such  vast  credit  to  their  experimeDtal  philosophj 
that  I  cannot  refraia  from  inserting  it.  "  Our  master  and  b 
mate  determined  to  try  some  of  the  chiefe  men  of  the  ooifl 
trey,  whether  they  had  any  treacherie  in  them.  So  they  took™ 
them  di>wne  into  the  cabin,  and  gave  them  so  muefa  wine  a 
aqua  vitffi,  that  they  were  all  merrie ;  and  one  of  them  fc 
his  wife  with  him,  which  sate  so  modestly,  ns  any  of  our  couit 
trey  women  would  do  in  a  strange  pince.  In  th»  end,  one 
them  was  drunke,  which  hod  been  uliorde  of  our  ship  all  t 
time  that  we  had  been  tiiere,  and  that  was  strange  to  ttiem,  f 
they  could  not  tell  how  to  take  it."  * 

Having  satisliod  himself  by  this  ingenious  experiment,  til 
the  natives  wei-e  an  honest,  social  race  of  jolly  rojsters,  wl 
had  no  objection  to  a  drinking  bout  and  were  very  merry  J 
their  cups,  the  old  commodore  chuckled  hugely  to  himself,  a 
thrusting  a  douWe  quid  of  tobitcco  in  his  cheek,  directed  mi 
ter  Juet  to  have  it  carefully  recorded,  for  the  satisfaction  < 
all  the  natural  philosophers  of  the  univeraity  of  Leyden 
which  done,  he  proceeded  on  his  voyage,  with  great  aelCco 
Afler  ailing,  however,  above  on  hundred  miles  0 
■liver,  he  found  the  watery  world  around  him  began  1 
r  more  shallow  and  confined,  the  current  more  rapid,  u 
perfectly  fresh — phenomena  not  uncommon  in  the  ascent  ( 
rivers,  but  which  puzzled  the  honest  Dutchmen  prodigioustj 
A  consultfttiun  was  therefore  called,  and  having  deliberate 
full  six  hours,  they  were  brought  to  a  determination,  by  tl 
ship's  running  aground — whereupon  they  unanimously  Da 
•  Jusl'i  Journ.  Purch.  Pil. 


mSTOBY  OF  NEW  YORK. 


93 


dudedy  that  there  was  but  little  diance  of  getting  to  China  in 
thb  direction.  A  boat,  however,  was  despatched  to  explore 
higher  up  the  river,  which,  on  its  return,  confirmed  the  opin- 
ion— ^upon  this  the  ship  was  warped  off  and  put  about,  with 
great  difficulty,  being  like  most  of  her  sex,  exceedingly  hard 
to  govern ;  and  the  adventurous  Hudson,  according  to  the 
account  of  my  great-great-grandfather,  returned  down  the 
river — ^with  a  prodigious  flea  in  his  ear  ! 

Being  satisfied  that  there  was  little  likelihood  of  getting 
to  CSiina,  unless,  like  the  blind  man,  he  returned  from  whence 
be  set  out,  and  took  a  fresh  start,  he  forthwith  reorossed  the 
sea  to  Holland,  where  he  was  received  with  great  welcome  by 
^  honorable  East  India  Company,  who  were  very  much 
rejoiced  to  see  him  come  back  safe — with  their  ship ;  and  at  a 
large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  first  merchants  and  bur- 
gomasters of  Amsterdam,  it  was  unanimously  determined, 
that  as  a  munificent  reward  for  the  eminent  services  he  had 
performed,  and  the  important  discovery  he  had  made,  the 
great  river  Moh^an  should  be  called  after  his  name ! — and  it 
continues  to  be  called  Hudson  river  unto  this  very  day. 


^^f. 


OHAFTER  IL 

eoOTAinm  jjr  AOOoinrT  ov  ▲  mmbtt  abs  wnoB  noim^  nan  lai 
raancTioK  or  it.  sicbolai,  fiom  boixavd  to  oibbct  uujo-» 

TBS  DBCBMT    OF   TAB    BTBABOI  ABIBALB   YBBBBTBOB — A  BBBAT  YUh 
TOBT,  ABB  A  DBlCBimOB  OV  TBB  ABCSBBT  TIUAOB  OV  COIMBIfiAW, 

■ 

11HE  delectable  Booounts  given  bj  the  great  HudBon,  tad 
-  master  Juet,  of  the  country  they  had  discovered,  excited  not 
a  little  talk  and  speculation  among  the  good  people  of  Holland. 
Letters  patent  were  granted  by  government  to  an  assodatioQ 
of  merchants,  called  the  West  India  Company,  for  the  excla* 
sive  trade  on  Hudson  river,  on  which  they  erected  a  trading- 
house  called  Fort  Aurania,  or  Orange,  from  whence  did  spring 
the  great  city  of  Albany.  But  I  forbear  to  dwell  on  the 
various  commercial  and  colonizing  enterprises  which  took 
place ;  among  which  was  that  of  Mynheer  Adrian  Block,  who 
discovered  and  gave  a  name  to  Block  Island,  since  famous  for 
its  cheese— and  shall  barely  confine  myself  to  that  which  gave 
birth  to  this  renowned  city. 

It  was  some  three  or  fonr  years  after  the  return  of  thb 
immortal  Hendrick,  that  a  crew  of  honest,  Low  Dutch  colo- 
nists set  sail  from  the  city  of  Amsterdam  for  the  shores  of 
America.  It  is  an  irreparable  loss  to  history,  and  a  great 
proof  of  the  darkness  of  the  age,  and  the  lamentable  neglect  of 
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the  noble  art  of  book-making,  since  so  industriously  cultivated 
hj  knowing  sea-captains,  and  learned  supercargoes,  that  an 
expedition  so  interesting  and  important  in  its  results,  should 
be  passed  over  in  utter  silence.  To  mj  great-great-grand- 
father am  I  again  indebted  for  the  few  facts  I  am  enabled  to 
give  concerning  it — ^he  having  once  more  embarked  for  this 
country,  with  a  full  determination,  as  he  said,  of  ending  his 
days  here — and  of  begetting  a  race  of  Knickerbockers,  that 
should  rise  to  be  great  men  in  the  land. 

The  ship  in  which  these  illustrious  adventurers  set  sail  was 
called  the  Goe<ie  VrauWy  or  good  woman,  in  compliment  to 
the  wife  of  the  President  of  the  West  India  Company,  who 
was  allowed  by  everybody  (except  her  husband)  to  be  a 
sweet-tempered  lady — ^when  not  in  liquor.  It  was  in  truth  a 
most  gallant  vessel,  of  the  most  approved  Dutch  construction, 
and  made  by  the  ablest  ship-carpenters  of  Amsterdam,  who, 
it  is  well  kno\ni,  always  model  their  ships  after  the  fair  forms 
of  their  countrjrwomen.  Accordingly,  it  had  one  hundred 
ieet  in  the  beam,  one  hundred  feet  in  the  keel,  and  one  hun^ 
dred  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  stem-post  to  the  taiferel. 
Like  the  beauteous  model,  who  was  declared  to  be  the  great- 
est belle  in  Amsterdam,  it  was  full  in  the  bows,  with  a  pair 
of  enormous  cat-heads,  a  copper  bottom,  and  withal  a  most 
prodigious  poop ! 

The  architect,  who  was  somewhat  of  a  religious  man,  far 
from  decorating  the  ship  with  pagan  idols,  such  as  Jupiter, 
Neptune,  or  Hercules,  (which  heathenish  abominations,  I  have 
no  doubt  occasion  the  misfortunes  and  shipwreck  of  many  a 
noble  vessel,)  he,  I  say  on  the  contrary,  did  laudably  erect 
for  a  head,  a  goodly  image  of  St.  Nicholas,  equipped  with  a 
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lov,  bn»d-briiiun«d  hat, »  huge  pair  of  FhniUi  bMk  Imm^ 
and  a  pipa  that  readied  to  tlw  end  of  the  bowiprik  Thw  - 
gallantly  furniahed,  the  ataunch  ahip  floated  aidewa^  lik*  • 
m^esUc  goose,  out  of  the  harbor  of  the  great  oltf  of  AbmIi^ 

dam,  and  all  the  bells,  that  were  not  otherwiae  wpgail.  tmg 
a  triple  bobmajor  on  the  joyful  oooaaion. 

U  J  greatgreat-grand&ther  remarka,  that  the  VDjag*  «« 
unoommonly  proapemua,  for,  being  under  the  Mpcdal  oaraof 
the  ever<revered  St.  Nicholna,  tbo  Goede  Vnmw  aaeoied  toto 
endowed  with  qtialiUea  unknown  to  oomnwn  Teaaela,  TWa 
ahe  made  aa  much  leeway  aa  headway,  oould  get  akog  vaty 
nearly  aa  bat  with  the  wind  ahead,  aa  when  It  WM  ».poop 
andwaa  particularly  great  in  a  calm;  in  cimsequence of  vhidi 
lingular  advantaprs,  she  modo  out  to  accomplish  her  voyage 
in  a  very  few  months,  and  came  to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Ifudaon,  a  little  to  the  oast  uf  GibtM-t  Island. 

Here  lifting  np  their  eyes,  they  beheld,  on  what  ia  at  pre» 
e»t  called  the  Jersey  shore,  a  small  Indian  village,  pleMantIf 
cpulnwcrod  in  a  gmvo  (if  spreading  elms,  and  the  nativea  aU 
collcctcil  on  the  beach,  gazing  in  xtupid  admiration  at  tba 
Goede  Vrouw.  A  boat  was  immediately  despatched  to  enter 
into  a  treaty  with  them,  and  approochitig  the  shore,  bailed 
them  t)iri>ugh  a  trumpet,  in  the  most  friendly  terms ;  but  ao 
h<irribly  confounded  were  these  pi>i>r  fia\'ages  at  the  trcmeo- 
duus  and  uncouth  sound  of  the  Low  Dutch  language,  that  they 
one  and  all  took  to  their  heels,  and  scampered  over  the  Bca^ 
gen  hills ;  nor  did  they  stop  until  they  had  buried  themaelve^ 
head  and  ears,  in  the  marshes  on  the  <ithcr  side,  where  thaj 
all  miserably  perished  to  a  man — and  their  bonea  being  ool- 
lected  and  decently  covered  by  the  Tammany  Society  <^  that 
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daj,  formed  that  singular  mound  called  Battlbsnaks  Hill, 
which  rises  out  of  the  centre  of  the  salt  marshes  a  little  to  the 
east  of  the  Newark  Causeway. 

Animated  by  this  unlocked  for  victory,  our  valiant  heroes 
sprang  ashore  in  triumph,  took  possession  of  the  soil  as  con- 
querors, in  the  name  of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords 
States  Greneral ;  and  marching  fearlessly  forward,  carried  the 
village  of  Commukipaw  by  storm,  notwithstanding  that  it  was 
vigorously  defended  by  some  half  a  score  of  old  squaws  and 
pappooses.     On  looking  about  them  they  were  so  transported 
with  the  excellencies  of  the  place,  that  they  had  very  little 
doubt  the  blessed  St  Nicholas  had  guided  them  thither,  as  the 
very  spot  whereon  to  settle  their  colony.     The  softness  of  the 
soil  was  wonderfully  adapted  to  the  driving  of  piles;  the 
swamps  and  marshes  around  them  afforded  ample  opportu- 
nities for  the  constructing  of  dykes»  and  dams ;  the  shallow- 
Ben  of  the  shore  was  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  building  of 
Ww — ^in  a  word,  this  spot  abounded  with  aH  the  requbites 
for  the  foundation  of  a  great  Dutch  city.    On  making  a  faith- 
W  report^  therefore,  to  the  crew  of  the  Goede  Vrouw,  they  one 
nd  all  determined  that  this  was  the  destined  end  of  their  voy- 
age.  Accordingly  they  descended  from  the  Goede  Vrouw, 
Aea,  women,  and  children,  in  goodly  group's,  as  did  the  animals 
^  yore  from  the  ark,  and  formed  themselves  into  a  thriving 
Kttlement,  which  they  called  by  the  Indian  name  Communipaw. 
As  all  the  world  is  doubtless  perfectly  acquainted  with 
Commanipaw,  it  may  seem  somewhat  superfluous  to  treat  of 
It  in  tbe  present  work ;  but  my  readers  will  please  to  rccol- 
•^  notwithstanding  it  is  my  chief  desire  to  satisfy  the  prcs- 

^  ^  7^  I  write  likewise  for  posterity,  and  have  to  consult 
5 
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th«  nn<lorstfin<liii2  ami  mriiisitv  of  Koinc  hnlfa  acore  of  ccntUp 
ri»s  vtt  to  roiin' ;  l»y  wliuli  tiiiH',  ju'rhaps,  wiTC  it  not  fiir  ih'n 
iiivaluaMi*  hi^t.-rx,  ilu*  ^n;it  (.'••iiiiiiiiiiipaw,  like  nubylon, 
Cirtliairt*,  NiiH'Vi  li,  aiul  otIuT  jrrrat  ritit'S.  ini*;ht  Ik»  pi^rfi-ctW 
<\ti!M-t — >uiik  iiixl  !liri:«'tttii  in  its  nwn  inuil — ita  iiihAbitAnts 
tiinicil  into  ')yst>rs«*  ami  wen  its  Mtuatinii  n  fertili*  subject  «.•( 
Icarncil  CMiitruviT^y  aii<l  liarilhrailcd  invest  ipitii  m  nmong  iiidiv 
fali«;alil»'  hi^t Brians,  l.i-t  mo  tliofi  piouNly  n*sciio  from  obliv- 
ion till*  liiniii)li'  rtlirs  nt'  a  |ilan\  whii-h  was  the  egg  from 
whrnn*  w:is  liatrht»l  tli«'  niiijlitv  <itv  ot' Now  Yi»rk  ! 

CoMiiiiuTiipaw  i<«  at  j>r«*M'nt  but  a  small  village,  pleiisaiitir 
sitiiati  (!«  a!iM»iiir  nir.il  sr«  iii  ry,  on  that  lirautt'ons  part  t»f  th^ 
Jrrsrv  sli«»n'  \\!ii"h  \\ii'<  krMiwn  in  ainiiiit  K"j«'n»ls  bv  the 
nanu'  <»t'  I\ivi.iii.i.+  anl  rii:imi;iii-ls  a  ^M*aM«l  pri»?*j>«vt  t»t'  the 
siipi'rh  l»;iy  ut'  Ni-\v  Y<.rk.  It  i^  within  hwt  halt' an  hnnr*s  sail 
of  tho  latter  pl.'U'f.  pmNiinl  y^u  ha\i'  a  fiir  wind,  and  may  be 
(listiiu-tlv  MM '11  fi-iiin  till'  <itv.  Nav.  it  is  a  Wfll-known  faot. 
whifh  I  ran  tistitV  iVuni  mv  «.\\n  i\]M»rirnri\  that  on  a  clo:ir 
Btill  suiiiim-r  »\  I'liiiiL',  v«.'i  ni:iv  h«'ar,  iVmii  tin*  battorv  of  Nr»* 
Ynrk,  tin*  i»hs5tn-jM'r"i!s  pi-.iNnf  )>i-«'a>l  iiiiiithi'd  lauirhtiT  of  the 
T^nti'li  lu'LTr'H-s  at  ('i.iniiiiiii-paw.  whi'.  lik-- iiii»'>:t  otlii-r  ntirr'H-s, 
are  fanidus  fur  tlit  ir  r!-*".!.!!'  pii\v.T>i.  Tl.i«i  i^i  pi*'iiliarlv  \\w 
oast'  on  Stiii'lav  r\«  li.t  j^<,  \\hrn,  it  i<  n  inatk.-.l  l-v  an  in"i- 
nions  and  olis.Txant   i'h!l<"..|.ii.  r.  \\h.«  h:is  ni.uh-  frn-at  dlx^'V- 

erics  in  th«*  niJL'lihnrh 1  .-t'  thU  .".tv,  that   thov  alwavs  lau^h 

loudtvst — whi«li  lur  attiiiiutr>  t*  tlii'  i  liiisniMaiuM'  ^if  their  hav- 
ing their  holiday  rlnth<s  nn. 


•  3fpn  by  inaction  diL'»Mn  rat"  intu  fiy-tii-*. —  Kum*». 
\  PavonU,  ill  tho  ami.  ik   ni.ii.-.  i-  \:\\v\\  lo  a  iiucl  of  count rr  ei* 
fteoding  from  about  Ilobukcn  tu  Aiuduy. 
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These  negroes,  in  fact,  like  the  monks  of  the  dark  ages, 
engross  all  the  knowledge  of  the  place,  and  being  infinitely 
more  adventurous  and  more  knowing  than  their  masters, 
carry  on  all  the  foreign  trade ;  making  frequent  voyages  to 
town  in  canoes  loaded  with  oysters,  buttermilk,  and  cabbages. 

They  are  great  astrologers,  predictuig  the  different  changes 
of  weather  almost  as  accurately  as  an  almanac — they  are 
moreover  exquisite  performers  on  three-stringed  fiddles ;  in 
whistling  they  almost  boast  the  far-famed  powers  of  Or- 
pheus's  lyre,  for  not  a  horse  or  an  ox  in  the  place,  when  at  the 
plough  or  before  the  wagon,  will  budge  a  foot  until  he  hears 
the  well-known  whistle  of  his  black  driver  and  companion. — 
And  from  their  amazing  skill  at  casting  up  accounts  upon  their 
fingers,  they  are  regarded  with  as  much  veneration  as  were 
the  disciples  of  Pythagoras  of  yore,  when  initiated  into  the 
sacred  quaternary  of  numbers. 

As  to  the  honest  burghers  of  Communipaw,  like  wise  men 
and  sound  philosophers,  they  never  look  beyond  their  pipes, 
nor  trouble  their  heads  about  any  affairs  out  of  their  imme- 
diate neighborhood ;  so  that  they  live  in  profound  and  envia- 
ble ignorance  of  all  the  troubles,  anxieties,  and  revolutions  of 
this  distracted  planet.  I  am  even  told  that  many  among  them 
do  verily  believe  that  Holland,  of  which  they  have  heard  so 
much  from  tradition,  is  situated  somewhere  on  Long  Island — 
that  Spiking-devil  and  the  Narrows  are  the  two  ends  of  the 
world — ^that  the  country  is  still  under  the  dominion  of  their 
High  Mightinesses,  and  that  the  city  of  New  York  still  goes 
by  the  name  of  Nieuw  Amsterdam.  They  meet  every  Satur- 
day afternoon,  at  the  only  tavern  in  the  place,  which  bears  as 
a  sign,  a  square-headed  likeness  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  where 
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thi'v  snKikf*  a  silt»nt  pijH*,  l»y  way  of  promoting  social  ooovit- 
iality,  an<l  iiivariaMy  tlriiik  a  iiiii^  (»f  cider  to  tho  suoocM  of 
Ailiiiiral  V:i!i  Tniinji.  mIio  thi*y  iiiia«!inc  is  still  sweeping  the 
British  chaiinr],  with  a  lipNtm  at  his  mast-head. 

O  mi  muni  paw,  in  short,  is  cmo  of  the  numerous  little  vil- 
lages ill  the  vii-inity  nf  this  mi*st  K'aiitiful  of  citios,  which  are 
so  many  stn>i)^hnMs  aii<l  fiLstiu'ssi^s,  whither  the  primitive 
Tiiannors  of  our  Dutoh  fi»rofathcrs  have  retreated,  and  whers 
tlicy  are  chcrishiMl  with  drvout  and  scrupulous  strictnessL 
Thu  dross  cS  tho  orl^iiuil  sottlt>rs  is  handed  down  inviolate, 
from  father  to  son — tho  idontioal  broiid-brimmed  hat,  broad- 
ski  rto  J  coat,  an<l  l»ru:nJ-l)nttMTuoJ  brrrohos,  continue  from  gen- 
oration  to  j:oMi'r:itioii  ;  aihl  si  vrral  j:ii;antic  knoo-buoklos  of 
in:issy  silvn*,  aro  still  in  wear,  that  niaili'  gallant  display  in 
tho  days  ot'  th(^  patriarch^  of  (\>inniiinipaw.  Hie  lanirus|!e 
likowiso  Continues  unadultrratrtl  by  barbarous  innovatitins; 
and  so  critic:illv  oornot  is  thr  villai;o  sohoolniastor  in  his  dia- 
lect,  that  liis  road  in  <;  of  a  Low  i)utiii  psahu  has  much  the 
same  effect  on  the  nerves  as  the  filini:  of  a  handsaw. 


CHAPTER  m. 

in  WHICH  18  SIT  70RTH  THK  TBUS  ART  OF  MAKING  A  BARGAIN — TO* 
OKTHER  WITH  THK  MIRACULOUS  ISCAPK  OP  A  GREAT  MITROPOLIS  IN  A 
POO — ^AND  THK  BIOORAPHT  OF  CKRTAIN   HEROES  OP  COMMUNIPAW. 

HAVING,  in  the  trifling  digression  which  concluded  the  last 
chapter,  discharged  the  filial  duty  which  the  city  of  New 
York  owed  to  Communipaw,  as  being  the  mother  settlement ; 
and  having  given  a  faithful  picture  of  it  as  it  stands  at  present, 
I  return  with  a  soothing  sentiment  of  self-approbation,  to  dwell 
upon  its  early  history.  The  crew  of  the  Goede  Vrouw  being 
soon  reinforced  by  fresh  importations  from  Holland,  the  set- 
tlement went  jollily  on,  increasing  in  magnitude  and  prosperity. 
Hie  neighboring  Indians  in  a  short  time  became  accustomed 
to  the  uncouth  sound  of  the  Dutch  language,  and  an  intercourse 
gradually  took  place  between  them  and  the  new  comers.  The 
Indians  were  much  given  to  long  talks,  and  the  Dutch  to  long 
silence — in  this  particular,  therefore,  they  accommodated  each 
other  completely.  The  chiefs  would  make  long  speeches  about 
the  big  bull,  the  Wabash,  and  the  Great  Spirit,  to  which  the 
others  would  listen  very  attentively,  smoke  their  pipes  and 
grunt  yoA,  myn-her — ^whereat  the  poor  savages  were  won- 
drously  delighted.  They  instructed  the  new  settlers  in  the 
best  art  of  curing  and  smoking  tobacco,  while  the  latter,  in 


return,  nait  tixm  drunk  with  tm*  llol 
tbem  the  art  uf  making  barguni. 

A  bruk  tmde  fur  fiira  warn  aoa 
tradcra  were  Krupuluusly  honett  in  t 
duwed  hy  weight,  ntaUi^ng  it  u  u  bmviahb  tibb  of 
ftvwrdopow,  tlut  the  band  uf  a  Dutchman  wri^wd  am  poHi^ 
and  hia  Ciot  two  pmntda.  It  la  true,  the  limpla  bfflaa  ma 
often  puzxltxl  by  the  great  diaproportioe  batwaaa  halk  mi 
weight,  fur  let  them  place  a  bundle  of  fur^  aavar  H>  kqp^  h 
one  atalr,  and  a  Dutchman  put  hia  hand  or  faot  k  Hm  t/kmc, 
the  bundle  was  sure  to  kick  the  bean>— narer  wm  a  faakaft 
of  furs  known  to  wi>igh  more  than  two  pounda  In  tha  naifcat 
of  Ci^mmunipaw ! 

Thiit  is  a  singular  fiict — but  1  have  it  dirrrt  from  mj  great 
great-grant] fitthiT,  wh<>  had  riik-n  to  connidcrable  importaBoe 
in  the  rolonj',  lH>ing  proiu<>l<-<l  to  the  ofncc  of  weigh-maatcr, 
on  afxxiuiit  of  tho  utiroiumnn  ht-avincss  of  his  foot. 

Tbo  Duti-h  piisM-wiinriD  in  this  partof  thegli>be  began  now 
to  assume  a  vitj'  tlirivin^:  appearance,  and  were  comprcbended 
under  the  gi'ni-ral  titii-  of  Nicuw  Niilfrlttiiills,  on  account,  at 
the  sagG  Vandcr  Donck  oliscrvc-a,  of  thi-ir  great  resemblanoa 
to  the  Dut4;h  Nfthi-rlanils — whii-h  imli-eil  was  truly  rvmarit 
able,  exoi-ptiiig  tiiut  the  formiT  wore  rufrinnl  and  mountainous 
and  the  latt«r  levi'l  and  iiiarNhy.  AWut  this  time  tiw  tran- 
quillity of  tlie  Duti-h  oiloriists  was  di>c>nK-d  to  suRer  a  temptK 
rary  interruption.  In  1614,  Ctiptjiiii  Sir  Sumuol  Argal,aaill^ 
under  a  commission  from  I>uli',  povcmor  of  Virginia,  vinled 
the  Dutch  settlL-mcnta  on  lludaun  Uiver,  and  demanded  tUr 
Bubmiadon  to  the  English  crown  and  Virginian  dotnhiioiL 
To  this  arrogant  demand,  oa  tbey  were  in  no  conditioo  to  ndA 


HISTOBY  OF  NEW  TOBK.  103 

it,  they  submitted  for  the  time,  like  discreet  and  reasonable 
men. 

It  docs  not  appear  that  the  valiant  Argal  molested  the  set- 
tlement of  Communipaw  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  told  that 
when  his  vessel  first  hove  in  sight,  the  worthy  burghers  were 
seized  with  such  a  panic,  that  they  fell  to  smoking  their  pipes 
with  astonishing  vehemence ;  insomuch  that  they  quickly 
raised  a  doud,  which,  combining  with  the  surrounding  woods 
and  marshes,  completely  enveloped  and  concealed  their  beloved 
village,  and  overhung  the  Mr  regions  of  Pavonia — so  that  the 
terrible  Captain  Argal  passed  on,  totally  unsuspicious  that  a 
sturdy  little.  Dutch  settlement  I'ay  snugly  couched  in  the  mud, 
under  cover  of  all  this  pestilent  vapor.  In  commemoration  of 
this  fortunate  escape,  the  worthy  inhabitants  have  continued 
to  smoke,  almost  without  intermission,  unto  this  very  day ; 
which  is  said  to  be  the  cause  of  the  remarkable  fog  which  often 
hangs  over  Communipaw  of  a  clear  afternoon. 

Upon  the  departure  of  the  enemy,  our  worthy  ancestors 
took  full  six  months  to  recover  their  wind  and  get  over  the 
consternation  into  which  they  had  been  thrown.  They  then 
called  a  council  of  safety  to  smoke  over  the  state  of  the  prov- 
ince. At  this  council  presided  one  Oloffe  Van  Kortlandt,  a 
personage  who  was  held  in  great  reverence  among  the  sages 
of  Communipaw  for  the  variety  and  darkness  of  his  knowledge. 
He  had  originally  been  one  of  a  set  of  peripatetic  philosophers 
who  passed  much  of  their  time  sunning  themselves  on  the  side 
of  the  great  canal  of  Amsterdam  in  Holland ;  enjoying,  like 
Diogenes,  a  free  and  unencumbered  estate  in  sunshine.  His 
nanrie  Kortlandt  (Shortland  or  Lackland)  was  supposed,  like 
that  of  the  illustrious  Jean  Sansterre,  to  indicate  that  he  had 
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no  land ;  but  ho  insisted,  on  the  otintrsiry,  tluit  he  had  great 
laii'lf]  (Mati-s  sf*iiiiMhrrf  in  TiTm  Inifipiitu;  und  hohadoomc 
otit  to  tile  n«'W  \inrld  ti>  l<N»k  aftiT  them.  Ho  was  the  finit 
{rr<'at  Iun<l  «i[><M-uI:itiir  that  wo  road  <»f  in  \\iV9e  partn. 

Lik«*  all  land  spf-culaturs,  ho  wa.s  iniioh  given  to  dreamingi 
N<-vfT  did  any  thiir^  oxtninrdinary  happon  at  Communipaw 
but  h«*  dH-Ian-d  that  ho  had  proviouhl y  dreamt  it ;  being  one 
r»f  those  infallililo  prciphots  who  pro<liot  events  after  they  have 
come  to  pass.  This  suftornatural  gift  was  as  highly  valued 
among  the  burghorn  of  Pa  von  i  a  as  amtmg  the  enlightened 
nations  of  antifpiity.  Tho  wise  Tlysses  was  more  indebted  to 
his  slc*«'pin{;  than  hi^  waking  niomonts  for  his  most  subtle 
af-iiievfriitiits,  and  M-id<>in  iindtrtoMk  any  gnat  oxploit  without 
first  soi]n«ily  siicpinL'  upon  it  ;  and  thi*  siinic  may  bo  8aid  of 
rMofT*.*  Van  Kortlandt,  who  was  tlniKt^  aptly  donumiiiatod 
OlofTf  tho  dnannT. 

As  yot  1 1  is  ilronms  and  spooulalions  had  turned  to  little 
personal  profit ;  and  ho  was  jis  niiirh  a  laok  land  as  over.  Still 
he  carriod  a  hitrh  head  in  tlio  coniriiiinity  ;  if  liis  sugar-loaf 
hat  was  rath«T  tin*  worse  f«>r  wiar,  ho  s«*t  it  o(T  with  a  taller 
rr>ik's-tail  ;  if  his  shirt  was  noiu-  nf  thi'  oloanost,  lie  pufloti  it 
c»ut  tho  moro  at  tin-  bosMm  ;  and  if  tho  tail  of  it  poopod  out 
fif  a  hole  in  his  bnorlirs,  it  at  h-a^t  provid  that  it  roally  had  a 
tail  and  was  not  more  nitlle. 

The  worthy  Van  Kortlantlt,  in  tho  oounoil  in  question, 
urged  the  polioy  «)f  emoriring  from  tho  swamps  of  Communi- 
paw and  seeking  s<»mo  more  oliiriblo  sit«'  for  th«»  seat  of  empire. 
Buch,  he  said,  was  tho  advioo  of  tin*  j^ood  St.  Nicholas,  who 
ha^l  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream  thf  ni«;ht  botore ;  and  whom 
be  had  known  by  his  broad  hat,  his  long  pipe,  and  the  rescm- 
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blanoe  which  he  bore  to  the  figure  on  the  bow  of  the  Goede 
Vrouw. 

Many  have  thought  this  dream  was  a  mere  invention  of 
Oloffe  Van  Kortlandt ;  who,  it  is  said,  had  ever  regarded 
Communipaw  with  an  evil  eye  because  he  had  arrived  there 
after  all  the  land  had  been  shared  out,  and  who  was  anxious 
to  change  the  seat  of  empire  to  some  new  place,  where  he 
might  be  present  at  the  distribution  of  ^'  town  lots."  But  we 
must  not  give  heed  to  such  insinuations,  which  are  too  apt  to 
be  advanced  against  those  worthy  gentlemen  engaged  in  laying 
out  towns,  and  in  other  land  speculations.  For  my  own  part, 
I  am  disposed  to  place  the  same  implicit  faith  in  the  vision  of 
Oloffe  the  Dreamer  that  was  manifested  by  the  honest  burghers 
of  Communipaw,  who  one  and  all  agreed  that  an  expedition 
should  be  forthwith  fitted  out  to  go  on  a  voyage  of  discovery 
in  quest  of  a  new  seat  of  empire. 

This  perilous  enterprise  was  to  be  conducted  by  Oloffe 
hihiself ;  who  chose  as  lieutenants  or  coadjutors  Mynheers 
Abraham  Hardenbroeck,  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  and  Winant 
Ten  Broeck — ^three  indubitably  great  men,  but  of  whose  his- 
tory, although  I  have  made  diligent  inquiry,  I  can  learn  but 
little  previous  to  their  leaving  Holland.  Nor  need  this  occa- 
sion much  surprise;  for  adventurers,  like  prophets,  though 
they  make  great  noise  abroad,  have  seldom  much  celebrity  in 
their  own  countries ;  but  this  much  is  certain,  that  the  over- 
flowings and  offscourings  of  a  country  are  invariably  composed 
of  the  richest  parts  of  the  soil.  And  here  I  cannot  help  re- 
marking how  convenient  it  would  be  to  many  of  our  great  men 
and  great  families  of  doubtful  origin,  could  they  have  the 

privilege  of  the  heroes  of  yore,  who,  whenever  their  origin 
5* 
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was  inyolved  in  obacnritf,  modestly  annoiinoed  dveBinlm 
descended  from  a  god — and  who  never  visited  a  foreign  oom^ 
try  but  what  they  tuld  some  ouck  and  bull  storiaa  aboak 
their  being  kings  and  princes  at  home.  Thia  venal  treqiasB 
on  the  truth,  though  it  has  been  occasionally  played  off  by 
some  pseudo  marquis,  baronet,  and  other  illuatrioua  fonagnsr, 
in  our  land  of  good-natured  credulity,  has  been  complaCdy  dis* 
oountenanced  in  this  skeptkml,  matter  of  &ct  ago  and  I  avw 
question  whether  any  tender  virgin,  who  was  accidentally  and 
onaooountably  enriched  with  a  bantling,  would  save  her  ehaiu 
acter  at  parlor  firesides  and  evening  tea  parties  by  aaoriU^g 
the  phenomenon  to  a  swan,  a  showiT  of  gold,  or  a  river  god. 

Had  I  the  benefit  of  m\  tliolofiy  and  cIuskic  fable  above 
alluded  to,  I  should  have  furnished  the  first  of  the  trio  with  a 
pedigree  equal  to  tliat  of  the  pruudost  hero  of  antiquity.  His 
name.  Von  Zandt,  that  is  to  say,  from  (he  sami,  or  in  oommtA 
parlance,  from  the  dirt,  gavo  rooson  to  suppose  that  like  Trip- 
tolemus,  Themes,  the  Cyclops  and  the  Titans,  he  had  sprung 
from  Dame  Torra,  or  the  earth !  This  supposition  is  strongly 
corroborated  by  liis  size,  for  it  is  well  known  that  all  the 
progeny  of  mother  earth  wire  of  a  pij^antio  sUiture  ;  and  Van 
Zandt,  we  arc  told,  was  a  tall,  raw-lK>niil  man,  above  six  feet 
hi^h — with  an  astoiiishinply  hard  Ik'uJ.  Nor  is  this  origin  of 
the  illustrious  Van  Zan^lt  a  whit  more  improbable  or  repug- 
nant to  belief  than  what  is  related  and  universally  admitted 
of  certain  of  our  greatest,  or  rather  rieln-st  men  ;  wlio,  we  are 
told  with  the  utmost  gravity,  did  originally  spring  from  a 

dunghill ! 

Of  the  second  of  the  trio,  but  faint  acer^unts  have  reac 
to  this  time,  which  mention  tliut  he  was  a  sturdy,  obstii 
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worrying,  bustling  little  man;  and,  from  being  usually 
equipped  in  an  old  pair  of  buckskins,  was  familiarly  dubbed 
Harden  Broeck ;  that  is  to  say,  Hard  in  the  Breech ;  or,  as  it 
was  generally  rendered,  Tough  Breeches. 

Ten  Broeck  completed  this  junto  of  adventurers.  It  is  a 
singular  but  ludicrous  fact, — which,  were  I  not  scrupulous  in 
recording  the  whole  truth,  I  should  almost  be  tempted  to  pass 
over  in  silence  as  incompatible  with  the  gravity  and  dignity 
of  history, — that  this  worthy  gentleman  should  likewise  have 
been  nicknamed  from  what  in  modern  times  is  considered  the 
most  ignoble  part  of  the  dress.  But  in  truth  the  small  clothes 
seems  to  have  been  a  very  dignified  garment  in  the  eyes  of 
our  venerated  ancestors,  in  all  probability  from  its  covering 
that  part  of  the  body  which  has  been  pronounced  "  the  seat  of 
honor." 

The  name  of  Ten  Broeck,  or  as  it  was  sometimes  spelled 
Tin  Broeck,  has  been  indifferently  translated  into  Ten  Breeches 
and  Tin  Breeches.  Certain  elegant  and  ingenious  writers  on 
the  subject  declare  in  favor  of  Tin,  or  rather  Thin  Breeches ; 
whence  they  infer  that  the  original  bearer  of  it  was  a  poor  but 
merry  rogue,  whose  galligaskins  were  none  of  the  soundest, 
and  who,  peradvcnture,  may  have  been  the  author  of  that 
truly  philosophical  stanza : 

**  Then  why  should  wc  quarrel  for  riches, 
Or  any  such  glittering  toys ; 
A  light  heart  and  thin  pair  qf  brfeckesj 

Will  go  through  the  world,  my  brave  boys  I  " 

The   more  accurate  commentators,  however,  declare  in 
fcvor  of  the  other  reading,  and  affirm  that  the  worthy  in  ques- 
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kf  was  a  burly,  bulbous  man,  who,  in  dieer  mi&aMkm  f£ 

,  yenerable  progenitors,  was  the  first  to  introdooe  Inlo  tkt 
itlement  the  ancient  Dutch  fiwhiun  of  ten  pair  of  breechea. 

Such  was  the  trio  of  coadjutors  chosen  by  Ololie  the 
Jreamer  to  accompany  him  in  this  voyage  into  ankaown 
realms ;  as  to  the  names  of  his  crews,  they  have  noi  been 
handed  down  by  history. 

Having,  as  I  before  observed,  passed  much  of  Us  lUb  ia 
the  open  air,  among  the  peripatetic  philosophers  of  Anudsr- 
dam,  Oloflb  had  become  fiuniliar  with  the  aspect  of  the  hcnv- 
ens,  and  could  as  accurately  defermine  when  a  storm 
brewing  or  a  squall  rising,  as  a  dutiful  husband  can 
from  the  brow  of  his  spouse,  when  a  tempest  is  gattering 
about  his  ears.  Having  pitched  upfin  a  time  for  his  voyifgs^ 
when  the  skies  appeared  propitious  he  exhorted  all  his  crews 
to  take  a  good  night's  rest,  wind  up  their  family  affairs,  and 
make  their  wills ;  precautions  taken  by  our  forefathers  even  in 
afler  times  when  they  became  more  adventurous,  and  voyaged 
to  Haverstraw,  or  Kaatskill,  or  Groodt  EIsopus,  or  any  other 
far  country,  beyond  the  great  waters  of  the  Tap|»aan  Zee. 


-m- 


CHAPTER  IV. 

BOW  THB  HSR0X8    OF   COMMUNIPAW  TOTAOED  TO  BELL-OATB,  AND  BOW 

THST  WXRB   RXCEITXD  THBRK. 

AND  now  the  rosy  blush  of  mom  began  to  mantle  in  the 
east,  and  soon  the  rising  sun,  emerging  from  amidst 
golden  and  purple  clouds,  shed  his  blithesome  rays  on  the  tin 
weathercocks  of  Communipaw.  It  was  that  delicious  season 
of  the  year,  when  nature,  breaking  from  the  chilling  thraldom 
of  old  winter,  like  a  blooming  damsel  from  the  tyranny  of  a 
sordid  old  father,  threw  herself,  blushing  with  ten  thousand 
charms,  into  the  arms  of  youthful  spring.  Every  tufled  copse 
and  blooming  grove  resounded  with  the  notes  of  hymeneal 
love.  The  very  insects,  as  they  sipped  the  dew  that  gemmed 
the  tender  grass  of  the  meadows,  joined  in  the  joyous  epitha- 
lamium — the  vii^in  bud  timidly  put  forth  its  blushes,  "  the 
voice  of  the  turtle  was  heard  in  the  land,"  and  the  heart  of 
man  dissolved  away  in  tenderness.  Oh  !  sweet  Theocritus ! 
had  1  thine  oaten  reed,  wherewith  thou  erst  did  charm  the  gay 
Sicilian  plains — Or,  oh !  gentle  Bion !  thy  pastoral  pipe, 
wherein  the  happy  swains  of  the  Lesbian  isle  so  much  de- 
lighted, then  might  I  attempt  to  sing,  in  sofl  Bucolic  or  negli- 
gent Idy Ilium,  the  rural  beauties  of  the  scene — but  having 


I 


no  ItljrrOUV   OW  KIW  TOHE. 

noOiiiig,  Mva  tiiii  jiuliiti  gdnK^iiill,  whorawitb  tn  wng  my 
Ai^tit,  I  iniut  (luri  rt-i;^  all  p»flM:  iii*pi>rlbg<  of  ifau  bnry, 
and  purauti  mv  nurraLivi'  in  biinil'lc  jinNw-,  funiRtrling  mjtdt 
with  tfao  biil>c,  tliAl  Uioufth  it  niuv  not  tUtd  aa  nWMttljr  i^m 
thu  iniii((iiiati<tn  uf  my  reader,  yti  i\  may  aoiniDioa  tanK  wlA 
virgin  in(i«li>«t)',  tu  his  Iwttcr  judgment  dothid  is  tti  ^Mli 
and  ■iiiipli'  ((url>  of  truth. 

Nu  KJuntT  <lii)  the  Tirat  raya  of  diaerfiil  PholiM  dut  tato 
the  winduuM  of  Conimunipaw,  than  the  litth  MttlanMt  VM 
all  in  motion.  Forth  iwuad  from  hia  cwtla  Uh  ngs  Tm 
Kiirtlaixlt,  aiiil  lo-izin}!  a  c<ini-h  shell,  bl««r  a  far  iMomdiag 
blast,  that  BOfin  nuniinunnl  all  hia  lusty  fidlovvK  lb*  M 
Ihcy  trii<1;:a  rt'w  >liitcly  down  to  the  water  udc,  esmrtcd  by  a 
niulliluilf  of  rcliitivi-s  ami  rrioiitK  who  all  went  down,  aa  tlw 
rommon  jihmso  o\pni«««'s  it,  "to  wo  them  off."  And  this 
shows  l)ic  antiijuity  of  those  lonp  fumily  pntccssiuns,  otkm 
seen  in  our  Hty,  eompiiicj  uf  nil  n^n'n.  sizes,  and  sexes,  ladca 
wilh  bundles  nnd  liiuidl>oxes.  c«iiniii^  sonu-  bevy  of  country 
cousins,  al>oiit  to  di'pnrt  {»r  home  in  a  innrket  Ixiat. 

The  pood  Oloffe  iHMtowcd  lii^  liinvs  in  a  squodroa  rf 
ihrcA  ttuioeM,  nnd  li'-iMed  his  nii<;  on  Ixmnl  a  little  round 
I>uteh  IhkiI.  sliiipeil  niit  unlike  a  tub,  uliirb  luid  ftirnierly  been 
the  jolly  bont  of  the  <!oe<le  Vmiiw.  .And  now,  all  being  cm- 
luirlivd,  they  Iwnlc  farewell  t<i  the  pn^itifi  thnm-!  upon  tha 
beaeh,  who  continued  shouting  oftir  tlieni,  even  when  o«t  of 
hearing,  wishin);  them  a  happy  i-oya;re.  ndvising  thenn  to  taka 
good  care  of  tlrcmstlvcs,  not  to  pit  drowni-d — with  an  abun- 
d.ince  other  of  those  xage  nnd  invaliiulile  eaii(ii>ns,  generally 
given  by  landsmen  to  such  as  po  down  In  the  Wa  in  ships,  and 
adventure  upon  the  deep  waters.     In  the  mean  uliilc  the  Toy- 
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agcrs  cheerily  urged  their  course  across  the  crystal  bosom  of 
the  bay,  and  soon  left  behuid  them  the  green  shores  of  ancient 
Pavonia, 

And  first  they  touched  at  two  small  islands  which  lay 
nearly  opposite  Communipaw,  and  which  are  said  to  have 
Ijcen  brought  into  existence  about  the  time  of  the  great  irrup- 
tion of  the  Hudson,  when  it  broke  through  the  Highlands  and 
made  its  way  to  the  ocean.*  For  in  this  tremendous  uproar 
of  the  waters,  we  are  told  that  many  huge  fragments  of  rock 
and  land  were  rent  from  the  mountains  and  swept  down  by 
this  runaway  river,  for  sixty  or  seventy  miles ;  where  some 
of  them  ran  aground  on  the  shoals  just  opposite  Communipaw, 
and  formed  the  identical  islands  in  question,  while  others 
drifted  out  to  sea,  and  were  never  heard  of  more  !  A  suffi- 
cient proof  of  the  fact  is,  that  the  rock  which  forms  the  bases 
of  these  islands  is  exactly  similar  to  that  of  the  Highlands, 
and  moreover  one  of  our  philosophers,  who  has  diligently  com- 
pared the  agreement  of  their. respective  surfaces,  has  even 
gone  so  far  as  to  assure  me,  in  confidence,  that  Gibbet  Island 
was  originally  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  wart  on  Antho- 
ny's nose.f 

*  It  is  a  matter  long  since  established  by  certain  of  our  philosophers, 
4hat  is  to  saj,  having  been  oflen  advanced,  and  never  contradicted,  it 
has  grown  to  be  pretty  nigh  equal  to  a  settled  fact,  that  the  Hudson  was 
originally  a  lake  dammed  up  by  the  mountains  of  the  Highlands.  In 
process  of  time,  however,  becoming  very  mighty  and  obstreperous,  and 
the  mountains  waxing  pursy,  dropsical,  and  weak  in  the  back,  by  reason 
of  ibctr  extreme  old  age,  it  suddenly  rose  upon  them,  and  after  a  vio- 
lent struggle  effected  its  escape.  This  is  said  to  have  come  to  pass  in 
Tery  remote  time,  probably  before  that  rivers  had  lost  the  art  of  running 
op  hill.  The  foregoing  is  a  theory  in  which  I  do  not  pretend  to  be 
■killed,  notwithstanding  that  I  do  fully  give  it  my  belief. 

f  A  promontory  in  the  Highlands. 
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LeATing  Umm  woodaiful  litUe  Ulm,  tb^jr  nnt  OMitod  If 
Govetnor*!  bland,  linoe  terrible  from  Ita  Innr^Df  Kwliwi 
and  grinning  battori<.-a.  Tbey  would  hy  no  iiihim,  hiiwnil.. 
land  upon  this  island,  since  they  doubted  mvA  h  af^ 
be  the  abode  of  demons  and  ^irits,  which  In  thow  dqn 
did  greatly  abound  througbout  this  mv^b  and  pigB 
Gonntry. 

Just  at  this  time  a  shoal  of  jolly  porpoisea  came  rolU^ 
and  tumbling  by,  turnit^  up  their  sleek  aidea  to  Iha  ni^  mi 
■pouting  up  the  briuy  element  in  eparkling  ahowan.  Vm 
sooner  did  the  sage  Olofle  mark  tUs  than  ha  waa  gnali/ 
rejoiced.  "  This,"  exclaimed  he,  "  if  I  mistake  not,  augm 
well — the  porpoise  is  a  fht,  well -ton  ditioncd  fish — a  burg(K 
master  among  fishes — his  looks  betoken  ease,  plenty,  and 
prosperity, — 1  gri-atly  admire  this  round  fat  (ish,  and  doubt 
not  but  this  ia  a  liappy  omen  of  the  succeaa  of  our  undertalt 
ing."  So  saying,  he  diructcd  his  squodruD  to  steer  in  the 
track  of  these  alderman  fishes. 

Turning,  thcrcfiirc,  directly  to  the  left,  they  swept  up  tlM 
strait  vulgarly  called  the  East  River.     And  here  the  rapid 
tide  which  courses  thr»ugh  this  strait,  scitiiig  on  the  gallant 
tub  in  wliich  Comniudorc  Von  Kurtluiidt  had  embarked,  hur- 
ried it  forward  with  a  velocity  unparallulcd  in  a  Dutch  biMt 
navigated  by  Dutchmen ;  insomuch  that  the  good  commodor 
who  had  all  his  life  lung  been  accustomed  only  to  the  drowi 
navigation  of  canals,  was  more  than  ever  convinced  that  th 
were  in  the  hands  of  some  supernatural  power,  and  that 
jolly  porpoises  were  towing  them  to  sonic  fair  liavcn  that 
to  fulfil  all  their  wishes  and  expectations. 

Thus  borne  away  by  the  rcsistluss  current,  they  '' 
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that  boisterous  point  of  land  since  called  Corlear's  Hook  *  and 
leaving  to  the  right  the  rich  "winding  cove  of  the  Wallabout, 
they  drifted  into  a  magnificent  expanse  of  water,  surrounded 
by  pleasant  shores,  whose  verdure  was  exceedingly  refreshing 
to  the  eye.  While  the  voyagers  were  looking  around  them, 
on  what  they  conceived  to  be  a  serene  and  sunny  lake,  they 
beheld  at  a  distance  a  crew  of  painted  savages,  busily  cm- 
ployed  in  fishing,  who  seemed  more  like  the  genii  of  this  ro- 
mantic region — their  slender  canoe  lightly  balanced  like  a 
feather  on  the  undulating  sur&ce  of  the  bay. 

At  sight  of  these  the  hearts  of  the  heroes  of  Communipaw 

were  not  a  little  troubled.     But  as  good  fortune  would  have 

it  at  the  bow  of  the  commodore's  boat  was  stationed  a  very 

valiant  man,  named  Hendrick  Kip,  (which  being  interpreted, 

means  chicken,  a  name  given  him  in  token  of  his  courage.) 

\o  sooner  did  he  behold  these  varlet  heathens  than  he  trem- 

^ed  with  excessive  valor,  and  although  a  good  half  mile  dis- 

it,  he  seized  a  musketoon  that  lay  at  hand,  and  turning 

ay  his  head,  fired  it  most  intrepidly  in  the  face  of  the 

ised  sun.     The  blundering  weapon  recoiled  and  gave  the 

int  Kip  an  ignominious  kick,  which  laid  him  prostrate 

uplifted  heels  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat.     But  such  was 

feet  of  this  tremendous  fire,  that  the  wild  men  of  the 

I,  struck  with  consternation,  seized  hastily  upon  their 

s,  and  shot  away  into  one  of  the  deep  inlets  of  the  Long 

shore. 

\  signal  victory  gave  new  spirits  to  the  voyagers,  and 
•  of  the  achievement  they  gave  the  name  of  the  val- 

*  Properly  spelt  hoeck,  (i.  e.  a  point  of  land.) 
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iaiit  Kip  to  tht^  fliirnninHing  hay,  and  it  has  oontinned  to  ba 
catlrd  Kn**s  Bay  fr<»iii  that  tiiiu*  to  tho  present.  The  heuX 
of  till'  pHid  Vuii  K<M-tl;iiitit — uho,  Ikaviiig  no  Iiuid  of  hii  own, 
was  a  ^ri-at  ailniirt-r  ot*  otluT  |Htiplu*K— expanded  to  the  full 
sizo  *>f  a  jtr|i|H'r<'Mrii  at  tho  iiiini|>tiinus  prospect  of  ridi  im- 
Kittltil  (iHiiitiy  armiiid  liim,  anii  falling  intoadi'liciouarever}', 
he  straiLfhtway  lH'::ai)  tu  rit>t  in  tlio  possi-ssion  of  vast  mea- 
dows i)f  Nilt  inarch  and  iutrrniiiialilo  patches  of  calitiagL^^ 
From  this  drlcrtaldi*  visinii  \iv  was  all  at  onco  awakvncd  bj 
t)i4'  suddi  II  nirniiiLT  t'ftho  tide,  whirh  would  soon  have  hurried 
liiin  ihtui  til  is  lainl  nf  ]ir<iiiiisc,  hatl  nut  the  dison^et  navigator 
^ivcii  siL'iial  ti)  siriT  tnr  sitnri' ;  ^hi-n*  thvy  accordingly  landed 
lianl  l»y  ill.'  nnky  In  i^'lit-^  orrMllrMu- — that  happy  rotnat, 
whiTi'  <nr  jollv  aMi  rin<  ii  cat  fur  the  i:<><'d  of  thi*  citv,  and 
tatt«-n  thf  till  til*  tliat  aiv  ^^iU'rificrd  <ii  ci\ic  suIi-iiiniLios. 

IltTr,  s*\iIim1  (;ii  thi-  trrriiiswanl-  liv  tin.'  side  vf  a  small 
stnam   tlial    ran   sj-aiklini:  aiimii^'   tin-  f:rass,  they  retreslud 
tin  iiiM-lvi's  afti  r  tin-  liiiN  « if  I  lie  M-as  l»y  frasting  lustily  OD 
the  aniplf  starts  wliiih  iLvy   h:t«l   prttxiihd  lor  this  periluiu 
viivaL'e.     Thus  lia\  iii;^  Will  turtihiil  tlnir  delilM-rativo  jHiwers, 
llii-v  iMl  iiiti*  ail  iMrii«-*t  eniiNuitatinn,  what  was  farther  to  1* 
done.     Thi>  \\as  th«'lirst  ii>ui.r;l  liiiiin  T  «viTiatiii  at  IMlevue 
hv  <'hii>liaii  liurL'litT'*,  and  Inr'*,  as  traditiun  n-lates,  <lid  orij- 
iiiaft' the  iii'i-al  taiuiiv  fru<l  IntAftn   the    Ilardcnhmeeks  and 
the  T»nl>nMM  ks,  \vhi«  h  af!'T\\ar.ls  had  a  siniiiilar  influcnciMiD 
the   hnlMln::  nf  ih-titv.     Tin-  stiir.lv    Ilanh  iihn»oek,  >»h«»* 
I'VfS  had  heeii   wondmnslv   il«  liu'htiil  with  tin'  salt  inarsh*^ 
which  Bpread  their  n-fkiii;/  }.«»<nTiis  alnni;    the  coast,  at  Xhfi 
holt  Mm  of  Kip's  I5;iv,  cnuiiM'lle'l  liv  all  ni«  anstn  return  thither, 
and  fuund  tho  intended  city.     This  was  strenuously  opposed 
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ly  the  unbending  Ten  Broeck,  and  many  testy   arguments 

passed  between  them.    The  particulars  of  this  controversy 

lave  not  reached  us,  which  is  ever  to  be  lamented;    this 

much  is  certain,  that  the  sage  Oloffe  put  an  end  to  the  dispute, 

by  determining  to  explore  still  farther  in  the  route  which  the 

mysterious  porpoises  had  so  clearly  pointed  out — whereupon 

tbe  sturdy  Tough  Breeches  abandoned  the  expedition,  took 

possession  of  a  neighboring  hill,  and  in  a  fit  of  great  wrath 

1  peopled  all  that  tract  of  country,  which  has  continued  to  be 

;  mhabited  by  the  Hardenbroecks  unto  this  very  day. 

I       By  this  time  the  jolly  Phoebus,  like  some  wanton  urchin 

•porting  on  the  side  of  a  green  hill,  began  to  roll  down  the 

declivity  of  the  heavens ;  and  now,  the  tide  having  once  more 

tamed  in  their  favor,  the  Pavonians  again  committed  them- 

lekes  to  its  discretion  and  coasting  along  the  western  shores, 

"Were  borne  towards  the  straits  of  BlackwelFs  Island. 

And  here  the  capricious  wanderings  of  the  current  occa- 
lioned  not  a  little  marvel  and  perplexity  to  these  illustrious 
mariners.       Now  would  they  be  caught  by  the  wanton  cd- 
fe,  and,  sweeping  round  a  jutting  point,  would  wind  deep 
into  some  romantic  little  cove,  that  indented  the  fair  island 
«f  Manna  hatta ;  now  w#re  they  hurried  narrowly  by  the  very 
Itses  of  impending  rocks,  mantled  with  the  flaunting  grape- 
vine, and  crowned  with  groves  which  threw  a  broad  shade  on 
Ae  waves  beneath  ;  and  anon  they  were  borne  away  into  the 
mid-channel  and  wafled  along  with  a  rapidity  that  very  much 
&composed  the  sage  Van  Kortlandt,  who  as  he  saw  the  land 
nriflly  receding  on  either  side,  began  exceedingly  to  doubt 
flttt  terra  firma  was  giving  them  the  slip. 

Wherever  the  voyagers  turned  their  eyes,  a  new  creation 
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Ri-cnioJ  to  l)IiH)m  around.  No  si^ns  of  human  thrift  appcv- 
eJ  to  i'litrk  the  <iflici<Mis  wiMnfSM  nf  nuturo,  who  here  revet 
lod  in  all  her  luxuriant  variety.  Thosi'  hillii,  now  bristled,  like 
the  frrtful  |Htri-upiiie,  with  rows  of  poplarsi,  (vain  upstart 
I>lants!  iiiiiiioiis  of  wealth  and  fashion!)  were  then  adorned 
with  the  vi^ornuH  natives  <if  the  soil;  the  lordly  oak,  the  gen- 
erous cheAtmit,  the  gnuvtul  elm — while  hero  and  there  the 
tulip  tree  reared  its  majestic  head,  tW  giant  of  the  forest 
Where  now  an*  seen  the  gay  retn*ats  c»f  luxury — villas  half 
buried  in  twilight  lH)Wers,  whence  the  amorous  flute  oft 
breathes  the  sighings  i»f  some  city  swain — there  the  fish-hawk 
built  his  solitary  nest,  on  s<»me  dry  tree  that  overliHtkiHl  hii 
watery  domain,  'llie  timi<l  deer  feil  undisturbed  along  thow 
shores  now  hallowed  by  the  Invers*  nmniilight  walk,  and  print- 
ed by  the  slender  foot  of  beauty  ;  and  a  savage  siditude  ex- 
t«'nded  over  those  ha|>j»y  reg'n»ns,  where  now  are  reared  the 
stately  tt)wers  of  the  .b'mses,  the  JScliermerhonies,  and  the 
Iihineland<Ts. 

Thus  grhliiijr  ill  silent  wniiiler  through  tliese  now  and  un- 
known se«-!ies  t!ie  gallant  sijuailmn  ul'  Pavtinia  swept  bv  the 
foot  ol'  a  i>roiii.n:t'»rv.  \\hi(  li  strutted  forth  boldlv  into  the 
waves,  and  sei-ineil  to  fn »wn  upon  theiii  as  tlii*y  brawK^d 
against  its  ]»aso.  This  is  the  MulT  well  known  t*>  imnlem 
mariniTs  by  tlie  name  «if  (Jraeir's  point,  from  the  fair  eastle 
wliirh,  like  an  elrpliatit.  it  <arri'  s  u|H)n  its  baek.  And  here 
broke  upon  their  view  a  wil«l  ami  varie«l  |injs|ieet,  where  land 
and  water  were  beant«Mni>.lv  int*  rniitiirlid,  as  tht  u;^h  thev  bad 
eonil»i!ied  to  heighten  and  set  "if  e;i«h  Mtlh  r's  eharins.  To 
the  right  lay  the  se.Igy  jM.iut  ni'  Itl.i.  k-M-H's  l-l.iud,  drest  in 
the  fresh  garniture  of  living  greiii — bivonl  it  >tretrhed  the 
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feasant  coast  of  Sundswick,  and  the  small  harbor  well  known 
>y  the  name  of  Ilallel's  Cove — ^a  place  infamous  in  latter 
lays,  by  reason  of  its  being  the  haunt  of  pirates  who  infest 
hese  seas,  robbing  orchards  and  watermelon  patches,  and  in« 
lilting  gentlemen  navigators,  when  voyaging  in  their  pleasure 
K>ats.  To  the  left  a  deep  bay,  or  rather  creek,  gracefully  re- 
eded between  shores  fringed  with  forests,  and  forming  a  kind 
»f  vista,  through  which  were  beheld  the  silvan  regions  of 
Taerlem,  Morrisania,  and  East  Chester.  Here  the  eye  re- 
loeed  with  delight  on  a  richly  wooded  country,  diversified  by 
ufted  knolls,  shadowy  intervals,  and  waving  lines  of  upland, 
welling  above  each  other ;  while  over  the  whole,  the  purple 
(lists  of  spring  diffused  a  hue  of  soft  voluptuousness. 

Just  before  them  the  grand  course  of  the  stream,  making 
midden  bend,  wound  among  embowered  promontories  and 
hores  of  emerald  verdure,  that  seemed  to  melt  into  the  wave. 
k.  character  of  gentleness  and  mild  fertility  prevailed  around. 
lie  sun  had  just  descended,  and  the  thin  haze  of  twilight,  like 
,  transparent  veil  drawn  over  the  bosom  of  virgin  beauty, 
lightened  the  charms  which  it  half  concealed. 

Ah !  witching  scenes  of  foul  delusion.  Ah !  hapless  voy- 
gers,  gazing  with  simple  wonder  on  these  Circcan  shores ! 
(uch,  alas !  are  they,  poor  easy  souls,  who  listen  to  the  seduc- 
ions  of  a  wicked  world — ^treacherous  are  its  smiles !  fatal  its 
aresses.  He  who  yields  to  its  enticements  launches  upon  a 
rhelming  tide,  and  trusts  his  feeble  bark  among  the  dimpling 
)ddies  of  a  whirlpool !  And  thus  it  fared  with  the  worthies 
)f  Pavonia,  who,  little  mistrusting  the  guileful  scene  before 
hem,  drifted  quietly  on,  until  they  were  aroused  by  an  un- 
common tossing  and  agitation  of  then:  vessels.      For  now 
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the  late  dimpling  current  began  to  brawl  around  them,  anl   i 
the  waves  to  boil  and  foam  with  horrific  fury.     Awakened  tl   j 
if  fn>m  a  dream,  the  astonished  Oloffe  bawled  aloud  to  pil  1 
about,  but  his  words  were  lost  amid  the  roaring  of  the  watem    ' 
And  now  ensued  a  scene  of  direful  consternation.     At  oM  , 
time  they  were  borne  with  dreadful  velocity  among  tuniBltih  " 
ous  breakers;   at  another,  hurried  down  boisterous  rapidis  ' 
Now  they  were  nearly  dashed  upon  the  lien  and  Chickens | 
(iufam<ms   rocks!  —  more   voracious  than   Scvlla  and   hfr 
whelps;)  and  anon  they  seemed  sinking  into  yawning  giilif^ 
that  threatened  to  efitomb  them  beneath  the  waves.     All  th* 
elements  combined  to   produce   a  hideous   confusion, 
waters   raged,  the  winds  howled — and  as  they  were  hu 
along,  several  of  the  astonished  mariners  beheld  the 
and   trees   of  the   neighboring   shores   driving   through 
air ! 

At  length  the  mighty  tub  of  Commodore  Van  Kortl 
Mas  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  that  tremendous  whirlpool 
the  Put,  where  it  was  whirled  about  in  giddy  m:izes,  until 
senses  of  the  good  commander  and  his  crew  were  overpowi 
by  the  horror  of  the  scene,  and  the  strangeness  of  the  rev 
tion. 

How  the  gallant  squadron  of  Pavonia  was  snatched 
the  jaws  of  this  modern  Chary bdis,  has  never  been  truly 
known,  for  so  many  survived  to  tell  the  talc,  and,  what  is 
more  wonderful,   told   it   in   so   many  different  wa}'s, 
there  has  ever  prevailed  a  great  variety  of  opinions  cm 
subject. 

As  to  the  commodore  and  his  crew,  when  tliey  came 
their  senses  they  found  themselves  stranded  on  the  Long 
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ni  sliore.  The  worthy  commodore,  indeed,  used  to  relate 
maoy  and  wonderful  stories  of  his  adventures  in  this  time  of 
pail;  how  that  he  saw  spectres  flying  in  the  air,  and  heard 
tk  yelling  of  hobgoblins,  and  put  his  hand  into  the  pQt  when 
Ihqr  were  Vhirled  round,  and  found  the  water  scalding  hot, 
ttd  beheld  several  uncouth  looking  beings  seated  on  rocks  and 
Aimming  it  with  huge  ladles — ^but  particularly  he  declared  with 
giett  exultation,  that  he  saw  the  losel  porpoises,  which  had 
Wtnjed  them  into  this  peril,  some  broiling  on  the  Gridiron 
■d  others  hissing  on  the  Frying-pan  ! 

Iliese,  however,  were  considered  by  many  as  mere  fan- 
•■itt  of  the  commodore,  while  he  lay  in  a  trance ;  especially 
Hk  was  known  to  be  given  to  dreaming ;  and  the  truth  of 
1km  has  never  been  clearly  ascertained.  It  is  certain,  how- 
^  that  to  the  accounts  o£  Oloffe  and  his  followers  may  be 
boed  the  various  traditions  handed  down  of  this  marvellous 
Init — as  how  the  devil  has  been  seen  there,  sitting  astride  of 
kt  Hog's  Back  and  playing  on  the  fiddle — how  he  broils  fish 
kere  before  a  storm ;  and  many  other  stories,  in  which  we 
ttt  be  cautious  of  putting  too  much  faith.  In  consequence 
r  all  these  terrific  circumstances,  the  Pavonian  commander 
ire  this  pass  the  name  of  Ilelle-gat,  or  as  it  has  been  inter- 
rrted,  Hell-GaU  ;*  which  it  continues  to  bear  at  the  pres- 
*day. 

*  This  is  a  narrow  strait  in  the  Sound,  at  the  distance  of  six  miles 
0ve  Xev  York.  It  is  dangerous  to  shipping,  unless  under  the  care  of 
Kd  pilots,  bj  reason  of  numerous  rocks,  shelves,  and  whirlpools. 
MK  have  received  sundry  appellations,  such  as  the  Gridiron,  Frying- 
■,  Hog's  Back,  Pot,  &c.,  and  are  very  violent  and  turbulent  at  certain 
Met  of  tide.  Certain  mealy-mouthed  men,  of  squeamish  consciences, 
itire  k>tli  to  give  the  Devil  bis  due,  have  softened  the  above  chanic- 
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an  awue  of  it.    Tbc  nuna  of  lliia  «nll,M  (Inn  hf  ■■raiHr.fc 

■upimMd  br  tba  n»p  iu  Vuder  Doook'a  hiWOry, 

Ugilvie'i  IliMorj  of  AmeciM,  ISII-^m  «1m  bj  ■ 

wriltrnln  the  lAth  ccnturf,  and  to  b«  Axwd  li  HuhA^iuc  1' 

Anil  Ul  old  Hfi.  writteu  Id  rrmch, 

lunn  aboiii  thU  eiijr, 

//(Jifutt,  I-oru  il-Balw 
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CHAPTETJ  V. 

sow  TBS  HZR0I8  OF  COMMUVIPi^W  MTURNKD  BOMIWIIAT  WISEH  THAN 
THKT  WIKT — AND  HOW  THE  BAGS  OLOm  DRXAMKD  ▲  DRKAM — AND 
THX   DRKAM   THAT  BX  DRRAMKD. 

TII£  darkness  of  night  had  closed  upon  this  disastrous  day, 
and  a  doleful  night  was  it  to  the  shipwrecked  Pavoniaiis, 
"    whose  ears  were  incessantly  assailed  with  the  raging  of  the 

If 

^    elements,  and  the  howling  of  the  hobgoblins  that  infested  this 

perfidious  str^t.     But  when  the  morning  dawned,  the  horrors 

1    of  the  preceding  evening  had  passed  away,  rapids,  breakers, 

V    and  whirlpools  had  disappeared,  the  stream  again  ran  smooth 

and  dimpling,  and  having  changed  its  tide,  rolled  gently  back, 

"I 

towards  the  quarter  where  lay  their  much  regretted  home. 

The  wo-begone  heroes  of  Communipaw  eyed  each  other 
with  rueful  countenances ;  their  squadron  had  been  totally  dis- 
persed by  the  late  disaster.  Some  were  cast  upon  the  western 
Aore,  where,  headed  by  one  Ruleff  Hopper,  they  took  pos- 
session of  all  the  country  lying  about  the  six  mile  stone ; 
which  is  held  by  the  Hoppers  at  this  present  writing. 

The  Waldrons  were  driven  by  stress  of  weather  to  a  dis- 

m 

ant  ooast^  where,  having  with  them  a  jug  of  genuine  Hollands, 

hey  were  enabled  to  conciliate  the  savages,  setting  up  a  kind 
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t)f  tavern ;  whence,  it  is  said,  did  spring  the  fair  tOMii  rf 
ITaerloni,  in  wliich  their  descendants  have  ever  since  continued 
to  be  reputable  publicans.  As  to  the  Suydains,  they  weri 
thrown  upon  the  Long  Island  coast,  and  may  still  be  found  in 
those  parts.  Rut  the  most  singular  luck  attended  the  gr«it 
Ten  Hroeck,  who,  falling  overboard,  was  miraculously  pre- 
served from  sinking  by  the  nniltitude  of  his  nether  gannentfc 
Thus  bur>yed  up,  he  floated  on  the  waves  like  a  mennan,  or 
like  an  angler's  dobber,  until  he  landed  safely  <»n  a  nn-k,  wh«f ! 
he  was  found  the  next  morning  busily  drying  his  inany] 
breeches  in  the  sunshine. 

I  forbear  to  treat  of  the  bmg  consultation  of  OlofTe  witk 
his  remaining  foll(>wers,  in  which  they  determined  tliat  iki 
would  never  do  to  found  a  city  in  so  dialK)lical  a  ncighborhooi 
Suffice  it  in  simple  brevity  to  say  that  they  once  more  co»j 
mitted  themselves,  with  fear  and  trembling,  to  the  briny  ck>| 
ments,  and  st<H»red  their  course  back  again  through  the  sofl 
of  their  vesterdav's  vovaffc,  determinc<l  no  loncer  to  roam  ii 
search  of  distant  sites,  but  to  settle  themselves  down  in 
marshy  regions  of  Pavonia. 

Scarce,  however,  had  they  gained  a  distant  view  of  d 
mmiipaw  when  they  were  encountered  by  an  obstinate 
which  opposed  their  homeward  voyage.     Weary  and  dispii 
ed  as  they  were,  they  yet  tugged  a  fwblo  <»ar  against 
strejmi ;  imtil,  as  if  to  settle  the  strife,  half  a  score  of  po 
billows  rolled  the  tub  of  Commodore  Van  Kortlandt  high 
dry  on  the  long  point  of  an  island  which  divided  the 
of  the  bay. 

Some  prcU^nd  that  these  billows  were  sent  by  old  No] 
to  stmnd  the  expedition  on  a  spot  whereon  was  to  be  ft>i 
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Ills  strong-hold  in  this  western  world  :  others  more  pious,  at- 
tribute every  thing  to  the  guardianship  of  the  good  St. 
Nicholas;  and  after  events  will  be  found  to  corroborate  this 
opinion.  Oloffe  Van  Kortlandt  was  a  devout  trencherman. 
Every  repast  was  a  kind  of  religious  rite  with  him ;  and  his 
int  thought  on  finding  him  once  more  on  dry  ground,  Wiis 
kow  he  should  contrive  to  celebrate  his  wonderfid  escape  from 
Bell-gate  and  all  its  horrors  by  a  solenm  banquet.  The  stores 
irfaich  had  been  provided  for  the  voyage  by  the  good  house- 
^ves  of  Communipaw  were  nearly  exhausted,  but,  in  casting 
kis  eyes  about,  the  commodore  behold  that  the  shore  abounded 
with  oysters.  A  great  store  of  these  was  instantly  collected  ; 
ft  (ire  was  made  at  the  foot  of  a  tree  ;  all  hands  fell  to  roast- 
big  and  broiling  and  stewing  and  frying,  and  a  sumptuous  re- 
pist  was  soon  set  forth.  This  is  thought  to  be  the  origin  of 
tibose  civic  feasts  with  which,  to  the  present  day,  all  our  pub- 
fee  aflairs  are  celebrated,  and  in  which  the  oyster  is  ever  sure 
lo  play  an  impoi*tant  part. 

On  the  present  occasion  the  worthy  Van  Kortlandt  was 
•bier\'ed  to  Ih5  particularly  zealous  in  his  devotions  to  the 
iRiicher ;  ftir  having  the  cares  of  the  expedition  especially 
RNDmitted  to  his  care,  he  deemed  it  incumbent  on  him  to  eat 
^roftiundly  for  the  public  good.  In  proportion  as  he  filled 
bmself  to  the  very  brim  with  the  dainty  viands  before  him, 
fid  the  heart  of  this  excellent  burgher  rise  up  towards  his 
Ikmat,  until  he  seemed  crammed  and  almost  choked  with 
good  eating  and  good  nature.  And  at  such  times  it  is,  when 
I  man's  heart  is  in  his  throat,  that  he  may  more  truly  be 
Ittd  to  speak  from  it,  and  his  speeches  abound  with  kind- 

and  good  fellowship.     Thus  having  swallowed  the  lust 
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possible  morsel,  and  'washed  it  down  with  a  fervent  potation, 
Olofle  felt  his  heart  yearning,  and  his  whole  frame  in  a  man* 
ner  diluting  with  unbounded  benevolence.  Every  thing  around 
liini  seemed  excellent  and  delightful ;  and  laying  his  hands  oa 
each  side  of  his  capacious  periphery,  and  rolling  his  halt 
closed  eyes  around  on  the  beautiful  diversity  of  land  and 
water  before  him,  he  exclaimed,  in  a  fat  half-smothered  voioc^ 
**  AVhat  a  charming  prospect ! "  The  words  died  away  in  lui 
throat — he  seemed  to  ponder  on  the  fair  scene  for  a  moment 
— his  eyelids  heavily  closed  over  their  orbs — his  head  drooped 
upon  his  bosom — he  slowly  sank  upon  the  green  tur^  and  a  ^ 
deep  sleep  stole  gradually  over  him. 

And  the  sage  Oloffe  dreamed  a  dream — and  lo,  the  good 
St.  Nicholas  came  riding  over  the  tops  of  the  trees,  in  that 
self-same  wagon  wherein  he  brings  his  yearly  presents  to^ 
children,  and  ho  desctMided  hard  by  where  the  heroes  of  Com- 1 
munipaw  had  made  their  late  repast.     And  ho  lit  his  pipe  by 
the  fire,  and  sat  himself  down  and  smoked ;  and  as  he  smoked 
the  smoke  from  his  pipe  ascended  into  the  air  and  spread  lika 
a  cloud  overhead.     And  OloflTe  bethought  him  and  he  hasten* 
ed  and  climbed  up  to  the  top  of  one  of  the  tallest  trees,  and 
saw  that  the  smoke  spread  over  a  great  extent  of  country— 
and  as  he  considered  it  more  attentively,  he  fancied  that  thai 
great  volume  of  smoke  assumed  a  variety  of  marvellous  forro% j 
where  in  dim  obscurity  he  saw  shadowed  out  palaces  and] 
domes  and  lofly  spires,  all  of  which  lasted  but  a  moment,  anil 
then  faded  away,  until  the  whole  rolled  off,  and  nothing  bA) 
the  green  woods  were  left.     And  when   St.   Nicholas  ha 
smoked  his  pipe,  he  twisted  it  in  his  hat-band,  and.  laying  hi 
finger  beside  his  nose,  gave  the  astonished  Van  KorUandt 


HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK.  125 

very  significant  look,  then  mounting  his  wagon  he  returned 
over  the  tree-tops  and  disappeared. 

And  Van  Kortlandt  awoke  from  his  sleep  greatly  instructed, 
and  he  aroused  his  companions,  and  related  to  them  his  dream, 
and  interpreted  it,  that  it  was  the  -will  of  St.  Nicholas  that 
they  should  settle  down  and  build  the  city  here.  And  that 
the  smoke  of  the  pipe  was  a  type  how  vast  would  be  the  ex- 
tent of  the  city  ;  inasmuch  as  the  volumes  of  its  smoke  would 
spread  over  a  wide  extent  of  country.  And  they  all  with  one 
voice  assented  to  this  interpretation  excepting  Mynheer  Ten 
Broeck,  who  declared  the  meaning  to  be  that  it  would  be  a  city 
wherein  a  little  fire  would  occasion  a  great  smoke,  or  in  other 
words,  a  very  vaporing  little  city — both  which  interpretations 
have  strangely  come  to  pass ! 

The  great  object  of  their  perilous  expedition,  therefore, 
being  thus  happily  accomplished,  the  voyagers  returned  merri- 
ly to  Communipaw,  where  they  were  received  with  great  re- 
joicings.    And  here  calling  a  general  meeting  of  all  the  wise 
men  and  the  dignitaries  of  Pavonia,  they  related  the  whole 
history   of  their  voyage,  and  of  the  dream  of  Oloffe  Van 
Kortlandt.     And  the  people  lifted  up  their  voices  and  blessed 
the  good  St.  Nicholas,  and  from  that  time  foith  the  sage  Van 
Kortlandt  was  held  in  more  honor  than  ever,  for  his  great  tal 
ent  at  dreaming,  and  was  pronounced  a  most  useful  citizen  and 
m  right  good  man — ^when  he  was  asleep. 


CIIAPTEK  VI. 
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THE  ori<!initI  .rnmp  of  the  itilnm)  whrrmn  the  Hqnadmi  ti 
C(>imiiuiii]>aw  wnx  thiM  pr<i|iitiiiii!tly  llirown,  ia  a  nMnrr 
nf  gnnii!  diitp-nii',  niiil  liikH  iilri-iuly  iiiiilorfiniio.  cinwidentUe  vili» 
tiuti — a  inelaiK'holy  pnnif  of  tlu'  iii«liil>ili(y  of  all  subluiurj 
thing)!,  and  the  vanity  of  nil  our  h<>|H'9  >if  Ijuiing  IJuiic;  fur 
who  can  cxpnt  hn  iinnic  will  Jivi'  l'>  ]MMli'iity,  when  even  the 
nnmea  of  mighty  isluiiilii  »ru  lhu!4>«Kiii  Imtt  In  cuiitniOictiun  and 
unn>rtniiity ! 

The  name  mmil  nirrcnt  nt  tlic  prfsfnt  dny,  and  whidi  w 
likcwiw  rounlfiiimiTil  liv  tin-  pn-iit  hl.sloi-inn  Vanilsr  DonHc, 
is  Maxhattas  ;  u  liii-h  tn  niiil  to  have  Kriiiiiintcd  in  a  ciubtin 
nin«n<r  the  wjiiaws,  in  lliu  i-;irly  si-iilt<iiii-iil,  i>f  wrarii^  nun'* 
hats,  an  is  still  donn  niiiini;;  iniiiiy  iriU's.  "  Himcv,**  a*  in 
are  t'llil  hy  an  i>l<l  pivi-nu'r  who  wns  Roinowhat  of  a  wag,  and 
flourished  aliii'ist  a  crniiiry  ^rni'o,  nu-i  hml  piiiil  a  visit  to  th* 
wits  of  Philn<lil|ihia,— "  lii-ii.-e  iir-.s,-  ilu-  npi>.-lliHion  of  man-bat- 
on, finit  given  tu  the  linliiiiis,  nni)  iilU'rvk  iirds  tu  the  Ulaud  "—a 
atupid  juk«! — but  wi-ll  rriou[.'h  for  n  [;i n'l'nior. 

Among  tltL«  mure  M-iicruble  wiurct-s  of  iufunnation  on  tUi 
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subject,  is  that  valuable  history  of  the  American  possessions 
"written  by  Master  Richard  Blome,  in  1C87,  wherein  it  is 
called  Manhadaes  and  Manahanent;  nor  must  I  forget  the 
excellent  little  book,  full  of  precious  matter,  of  that  authentic 
historian^  John  Josselyn,  Gent.,  who  expressly  calls  it  Mana- 
daes. 

Another  etymology  still  more  ancient,  and  sanctioned  by 
the  countenance  of  our  ever  to  bo  lamented  Dutch  ancestors, 
is  that  found  in  certain  letters  still  extant ;  *  which  passed 
between  the  early  governors  and  their  neighboring  powers, 
wherein  it  is  called  indifferently  Monhattoes — Munhatos,  and 
Manhattoes,  which  are  evidently  unimportant* variations  of 
the  same  name ;  for  our  wise  forefathers  set  little  store  by 
those  niceties  either  in  orthography  or  orthoepy,  which  form 
the  sole  study  and  ambition  of  many  learned  men  and  women 
of  this  hypercritical  age.  This  last  name  is  said  to  be  derived 
from  the  great  Indian  spirit  Manetho  ;  who  was  supposed  to 
make  this  island  his  favorite  abode,  on  account  of  its  uncom- 
mon delights.  For  the  Indian  traditions  affirm  that  the  bay 
was  once  a  translucid  lake,  filled  with  silver  and  golden  fisb, 
in  the  midst  of  which  lay  this  beautiful  island,  covered  with 
every  variety  of  fruits  and  flowers ;  but  that  the  sudden  irrup- 
tion of  the  Hudson  laid  waste  these  blissful  scenes,  and  Mane- 
tho took  his  flight  beyond  the  great  waters  of  Ontario. 

These,  however,  are  very  fabulous  legends,  to  which  very 
cautious  credence  must  be  given  ;  and  though  I  am  willing  to 
admit  the  last  quoted  orthography  of  the  name  as  very  fit  for 
prose,  yet  is  there  another  which  I  peculiarly  delight  in,  as  at 
once  poetical,  melodious,  and  significant — and  which  we  have 

•  Vide  Hazard*8  Col.  Stot.  Pap. 


o|»ini<m  of  the  worthy  Donii 
the  name  to  a  great  dnmkcn 
Duti-h  diseovenTs,  whrreat  tl 
nxist  ecMtatiiullv  drunk  for  th 

!  ;  being  delighted  with  their  jov 

i  the  nanie  of  Mannidiattaiiink 

:  \  Jolly  Topers  ;  a  name  which  i 

ent  day.* 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

^f^m  PIOPLB  or  PATONIA  MIORATID  FROM  COMMUMIPAW  TO  THl 
nUXO  or  MAmiA-BATA — AHD  HOW  OLOFFJB  TBI  DREAMER  PROYIO 
inaiLF  ▲  GREAT  LAHD  SPECULATOR. 

TT  having  been  solemnly  resolved  that  the  seat  of  empire 

•*•  should  be  removed  from  the  green  shores  of  Pavonia  to 

the  pleasant  island  of  Mannahata,  everybody  was  anxious  to 

ttibark  under  the  standard  of  Oloife  the  Dreamer,  and  to  be 

tmong  the  first  sharers  of  the  promised  land.     A  day  was 

Ippoioted  for  the  grand  migration,  and  on  that  day  little  Com- 

Bmnipaw  was  in  a  buzz  and  a  bustle  like  a  hive  in  swarming 

time.    Houses  were  turned  inside  out  and  stripped  of  the 

icnerable  furniture  which  had  come  from  Holland;  all  the 

ttmmunity,  great  and  small,  black  and  white,  man,  woman, 

nd  child,  was  1*1  commotion,  forming  lines  from  the.  houses  to 

the  water  si'ie,  iike  lines  of  ants  from  an  ant-hill ;  everybody 

liden  with  iOTp^j  article  of  household  furniture ;  while  busy 

koase^iives  plied   backwards  and  forwards  along  the  lines, 

Uping  every  thing  forward  by  the  nimbleness  of  their 

tmgaes. 

By  d^rees  a  fleet  of  boats  and  canoes  were  piled  up  with 

n  kinds  of  household  articles :  ponderous  tables ;  chests  oi 
6* 
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dnwen  n^ptcmlmt  with  bnua  imunneiiU;  qoaiat  ttwtm 
cupboaHn-,  Xx-Aa  ami  lirdiKraili ;  trilh  anj- quaniitjr  i^iT  poK 
kettles,  fn  itij;  I'uhh,  uiuI  DuU*  nvwui.  In  (<acb  b<«t  rnibwW 
a  whole  Ctriiil),  fn'm  the  robustious  bargher  iKxrn  lo  tin  nu 
and  dogs  mil  Imln  itt^iMcv.  In  this  wajr  thi-v  M-t  vS  vrvm 
the  mouth  of  the  IlutlnDii,  ui  r  lln-  gniiluiop  of  Oludc  tk 
Dreamer,  whi>  hoisted  hi>  iru         -d  kr  Uic  Iradit^  IhmL 

This  iiirm<ini1>l<i  mignitiou  >k  fln<*  m  tl>c  firM  of  Ibf. 
and  was  luiig  citrd  in  traditim  as  (ho  pnin4  mntitif,  Tim 
anniversary^  of  it  was  pioD  isi-rt  cd  ainoti|c  the  "  sons  d 

the  pilgrims  of  Communipaw, "  by  tuniln^  their  bwMS  bifX' 
turvjr  and  cnrrvin;;  all  tlie  fumilun.'  ihmi^h  tbp  atrvtts.  i* 
emblem  iif  ihc  >iwarii)iri)>  of  ihi-  pannl  bin';  and  thW  lb  iV 
real  origin  .ifllii-  tinivcrwit  n;tiiatk>n  und  "moving"  by  •ki(t 
this  most  r''»tk'-is  of  cllivs  is  litcrallj-  turned  oat  of  doonoa 
every  May  duv. 

As  tho  liilli)  Mjiiwlroi)  •frum  rummunipaw  drew  D<ar  n 
the  shoreu  of  Miuiim-bnta,  a  M<-hcm,  ot  tho  hrA<)  of  a  liab)  of 
warriors,  ii[i[«'nrfHl  ti>  (ijipnw  their  lanHiiif!.  Sunto  U  iW 
most  zral'iiis  of  tho  pil^Iins  wore  fur  chastising  tfaia  in«>lf* 
with  powihr  ami  liall.  in-eoniiiij;  to  llio  njiprovi-d  mode  of  dit- 
covtrers  ;  l>iil  tin*  *a^o  OlolTe  giivc  thi-m  th"  s'^IIiranl  sifv 
of  St.  Nil  li<-!;is,  trying  hia  fin^rcr  iHviilo  hix  miui  and  winkiif 
hard  with  imr  ry^ ;  whorcitpon  hia  fullowrr*  prrr^lml  tfau 
there  wiw  Komrlhing  sn^Afioni  in  th«'  wind,  lie  now  M 
dressed  the  IiidJanii  in  tho  blandi'^t  term* ;  and  made  mu 
tempting  liiMplny  i.fU-a.K,  hawk-MHlI^,  mi.l  n-A  blanket*  imI 
he  was  soon  pcrmittod  to  land,  and  a  great  land  qiecol 
enxued.  And  here  let  me  give  the  true  story  of  the  o 
purchase  of  the  Bit«  of  tbia  rcnownud  city,  about  w 
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much  has  been  said  and  written.  Some  affirm  that  the  first 
cost  was  but  sixty  guilders.  The  learned  Dominie  Heck- 
welder  records  a  tradition*  that  the  Dutch  discoverers  bar- 
gained for  only  so  much  land  as  the  hide  of  a  bullock  would 
cover ;  but  that  they  cut  the  hide  in  strips  no  thicker  than  a 
child^s  finger,  so  as  to  take  in  a  large  portion  of  land,  and  to 
take  in  the  Indians  into  the  bargain.  This,  however,  is  an  old 
£ible  which  the  worthy  Dominie  may  have  borrowed  from 
antiquity.  The  true  version  is,  that  Oloffe  Van  Kortlandt 
bargained  for  just  so  much  land  as  a  man  could  cover  with 
his  nether  garments.  The  terms  being  concluded,  he  produced 
his  friend  Mynheer  Ten  Broeck,  as  the  man  whose  breeches 
were  to  be  used  in  measurement.  The  simple  savages,  whose 
.  ideas  of  a  man's  nether  garments  had  never  expanded  beyond 
the  dimensions  of  a  breech  clout,  stared  with  astonishment  and 
dismay  as  they  beheld  this  bulbous-bottomed  burgher  peeled 
like  an  onion,  and  breeches  after  breeches  spread  forth  over 

i    the  land  until  they  covered  the  actual  site  of  this  venerable 

I    city. 

?  This  is  the  true  history  of  the  adroit  bargain  by  which  the 

i  island  of  Manhattan  was  bought  for  sixty  guilders ;  and  in 
corroboration  of  it  I  will  add,  that  Mynheer  Ten  Bi'eeches,  for 
his  services  on  this  memorable  occasion,  was  elevated  to  the 
office  of  land  measurer ;  which  he  ever  afterwards  exercised 
in  the  colony. 

•  less,  of  the  Rev.  John  Heckwelder;  New  York  Historical  Societj. 
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I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  in  portioning  out  the 
l*nd,  a  goodly  "  bowerie  "  or  farm  was  allotted  to  the  sage 
Oloffe  in  consideration  of  the  service  he  had  rendered  to  the 
public  by  his  talent  at  dreaming ;  and  the  site  of  his  "  bow- 
erie is  known  by  the  name  of  Kortlandt  (or  Ck>rtlandt)  street 
to  the  present  day. 

And  now  the  infant  settlement  having  advanced  in  age  and 
stature,  it  was  thought  high  time  it  should  receive  an  honest 
Christian  name.  Hitherto  it  had  gone  by  the  original  Indian 
n^e  Manna^hata,  or  as  some  will  have  it,  '^  The  Manhattoes ;  ^ 
l>ut  this  was  now  decried  as  savage  and  heathenish,  and  as 
tending  to  keep  up  the  memory  of  the  pagan  brood  that  orig- 
inally possessed  it.  Many  were  the  consultations  held  upon 
the  subject,  without  coming  to  a  conclusion,  for  though  ever^- 
Wy  condemned  the  old  name,  nobody  could  invent  a  new 
one.  At  length,  when  the  council  was  almost  in  despair,  a 
Wgher,  remarkable  for  the  size  and  squareness  of  his  head, 
proposed  that  they  should  call  it  New  Amsterdam.  The 
proposition  took  everybody  by  surprise ;  it  was  so  striking, 
>o  apposite,  so  ingenious.  The  name  was  adopted  by  accla- 
loation,  and  New  Amsterdam  the  metropolis  was  thenceforth 
called.  Still,  however,  the  early  authors  of  the  province  con- 
tinued to  call  it  by  the  general  appellation  of  '^  The  Manhat- 
toes,** and  the  poets  fondly  clung  to  the  euphonious  name  of 
^tanna-hata ;  but  those  are  a  kind  of  folk  whose  tastes  and 
^ons  should  go  for  nothing  in  matters  of  this  kind. 

Having  thus  provided  the  embryo  city  with  a  name,  the 
^t  was  to  give  it  an  armorial  bearing  or  device,  as  some 
etties  have  a  rampant  lion,  others  a  soaring  eagle ;  emblemat- 
^  &o  doubt,  of  the  valiant  and  highflying  qualities  of  the 


of  h<Hiiics  800II  inotlo  it  n(*<*i-Hsary  to  ar 
whidi  tKe  city  shotild  Ik*  Imllt ;  but  at  1 
ti«m  held  f>n  the  Mil»j(*ct,  a  vidldit  ill 
mention  it  with  much  ii<»rn>wing  om  U»ii 
on  reoord  in  the  c«»iinciltt  of  New  AitiKte 
a  breaking  f4>rth  f»f  the  grudge  and  hear 
fated  between  those  two  eminent  buq 
broeck,  and  Hardcnbrocck,  ever  Mnce  t 
on  the  eoafit  of  IWllcvuc.    Tlio  great  liar 
very  wealthy  and  powerful,  from  hindon 
the  whole  chain  of  Apuloan  inountaiuH  th 
gulf  of  Kip*8  Hay,  and  fn  )tn  part  t»f  whid 
been  expel li*d  in  lattor  airi^  by  the  p 
Joneaea  and  the  Si'hennerhornes. 

An  ingeni(Hi8  plan  for  the  city  was 
nardenbroeck,  who  proposed  that  it  al 
interaeetad  by  canals,  after  th^^  manner  < 
Hties  in  Holland.  To  this  Mynhivr  Tc 
Hoalljr  opposed,  8iici!e<itin!r  in  nlju^  «k 


ttm 
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(•»r  Tough  Breeches)  replied,  with  a  look  of  as  much  scorn  as 
he  could  possibly  assume.  He  cast  the  utmost  censure  upon 
the  plan  of  his  antagonist,  as  being  preposterous  and  against 
the  very  order  of  things,  as  he  would  leave  to  every  true 
Hollander.  "  For  what,**  said  he,  "  is  a  town  without  canals? 
— it  is  like  a  body  without  veins  and  arteries,  and  must  per- 
ish for  want  of  a  free  circulation  of  the  vital  fluid."  Ten 
Breeches,  on  the  contrary,  retorted  with  a  sarcasm  upon  his 
antagonist,  who  was  somewhat  of  an  arid,  dry-boned  habit ; 
he  remarked,  that  as  to  the  circulation  of  the  blood  being 
necessary  to  existence,  Mynheer  Tough  Breeches  was  a  living 
contradiction  to  his  own  assertion ;  for  everybody  knew  there 
had  not  a  drop  of  blood  circulated  through  his  wind-dried  car- 
case for  good  ten  years,  and  yet  there  was  not  a  greater  busy- 
lH>dy  in  the  whole  colony.  Personalities  have  seldom  much 
eflect  in  making  converts  in  argument — nor  have  I  ever  seen 
a  man  convinced  of  error  by  being  convicted  of  deformity. 
At  least  such  was  not  the  case  at  present.  If  Ten  Breeches 
was  very  happy  in  sarcasm.  Tough  Breeches,  who  was  a  sturdy 
little  man,  and  never  gave  up  the  last  word,  rejoined  with 
increasing  spirit — Ten  Breeches  had  the  advantage  of  the 
greatest  volubility,  but  Tough  Breeches  had  that  invaluable 
coat  of  mail  in  argument  called  obstinacy — ^Ten  Breeches  haJ, 
therefore,  the  most  mettle,  but  Tough  Breeches  the  best  bot- 
tom— so  that  though  Ten  Breeches  made  a  dreadful  clattering 
about  his  ears,  and  battered  and  belabored  him  with  hard 
words  and  sound  arguments,  yet  Tough  Breeches  hung  on 
most  resolutely  to  the  last.  They  parted,  therefore,  as  is 
usual  in  all  arguments  where  both  parties  are  in  the  right, 
without  coming  to  any  conclusion — ^but  they  hated  each  other 


should  be  particular — and  in  truth,  as  I 
the  critical  period,  when  our  city,  like  a , 
ceived  the  twists  and  tunis  wliich  have  i 
give  it  its  present  picturos<|uc  irrt'gulari 
minute  in  detailing  their  first  causes. 

After  the  unhappy  altercation  I  have 
not  find  that  any  thing  farther  was  said  oi 
of  being  recorded.  The  council,  consistii 
oldest  heads  in  the  C(»mmunity,  met  regu! 
ponder  on  this  momentous  subject ;  but, 
terred  by  the  war  of  words  they  had  wit 
naturally  averse  to  the  exen'iso  of  the  to 
quent  exercise  of  the  brains— certain  it  i 
■ilenoe  was  maintained — the  question  as  v 
^-the  members  quietly  smolced  their  pi 
laws,  without  ever  enforcing  any,  and  ir 
aflkira  of  the  settlement  went  on — as  it  p 

As  most  of  the  council  were  but  littl 
ti»rv  of  combininir  pot-hooks  and  hangc 
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af&irs  of  the  colony.**  By  which  it  appears  tliat  the  first  set- 
tlers did  not  regulate  their  time  by  hours,  but  pipes, 'in  the 
same  manner  as  they  measure  distances  in  Holland  at  this 
very  time ;  an  admirably  exact  measurement  as  a  pipe  in  the 
mouth  of  a  true-born  Dutchman  is  never  liable  to  those  acci- 
dents and  irregularities  that  are  continually  putting  our  clocks 
out  of  order. 

In  this  manner  did  the  profound  council  of  New  Amster- 
dam smoke,  and  doze,  and  ponder,  from  week  to  week,  month 
to  month,  and  year  to  year,  in  what  manner  they  should  con- 
struct their  infant  settlement — meanwhile,  the  town  took  care 
of  itself,  and  like  a  sturdy  brat  which  is  suffered  to  run  about 
wild,  unshackled  by  clouts  and  bandages,  and  other  abomi- 
nations by  which  your  notable  nurses  and  sage  old  women 
cripple  an^  disfigure  the  children  of  men,  increased  so  rapidly 
in  strength  and  magnitude,  that  before  the  honest  burgomas- 
ters had  determined  upon  a  plan,  it  was  too  late  to  put  it 
in  execution — whereupon  they  wisely  abandoned  the  subject 
altogether. 


THERE  i»  wmii'lliiitg  cx<x>»]iii):ly  diluaji'c  in  tbu9  louklog 
iMc-k  ihroTij^li  (h<-  long  vjhIa  cT  (]i-|>iirtnl  ytvn,  tn6  nudi- 
Ing  a  glimpw:  <if  th-':  Tiiry  n-nlm*  (>r  niitiriuitjr.  Uke  m  UnJ- 
mmpt:  nii-ttiiig  Into  dbtatidr,  llwy  rnurivn  *  ihinmnd  dnrni* 
rnim  tb<-ir  vcr>  iibociirit) ,  oiid  the  fniiry  dplighU  to  till  op 
thHr  rruilim-*  with  gratva  and  cxwIIpiiom  o{  Its  owi  cratflua. 
TliiM  I'Kjtii  on  i<\y  liiiiminiitioii  iho-M>  tiappiiT  dayti  of  onr  city, 
i»h*-n  lu  yil  Niw  A rnil<<r>liini  wus  n  mere  paMurol  town, 
•Iifwliil  ill  ^r<>f<iior*jiniii<>ri-s  niid  willows,  mul  surroimdcd 
\iy  trockli-m  Tori'Mt^  nnil  w  iJi.'-«[iiv.tiling  watrre,  ibat  M?«iD«d 
tu  ihut  <Hit  alt  (III'  cnrfM  ami  vimiiii's  of  n  wirkt^l  world. 

Ill  tb(«e  (Li\«ditl  thiN  nnbrjo  rily  pmu-nt  Umv  ran  ami 

noble  apectacl-j  'jf  s  cominiinity  ffovcrnod  MJltKHil  laws;  and 

Ihiu  bc'ing  left  I'l  il'*  <iv>ii  I'.mr-i'.  !ii»i  tli^'  fonk'niig  cn«  at 

**ruvidenoe,  increased  as  rupiJIy  as  thuu(;h  it  hod  been  I 

wd  with  a  dozen  panniers  full  of  tliusc  sage  lawa  nsn 

■ped  on  the  bocks  of  young  citii:^ — in  order  to  maka  I 

Mr.     And  in  this  particular  1  greatly  adniiro  thv  w 
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and  sound  knowledge  of  human  nature,  displayed  by  the  sage 
Oloffe  the  Dreamer  and  his  fellow  legislators.  F<)r  my  part, 
I  have  ni)t  so  bad  an  opinion  of  mankind  as  many  of  my 
brother  philosophers.  I  do  not  thin1(  poor  human  nature  so 
sorry  a  piece  of  workmanship  as  they  would  make  it  out  to 
be ;  and  as  far  as  I  have  observed,  I  am  fully  satisfied  that 
man,  if  lefl  to  himself,  would  about  as  readily  go  right  as 
^Tong.  It  is  only  this  eternally  sounding  in  his  ears  that  it 
is  his  duty  to  go  right,  which  makes  him  go  the  very  reverse. 
The  noble  independence  of  his  nature  revolts  at  this  intolerable 
tyranny  of  law,  and  the  perpetual  interference  of  officious 
morality,  which  are  over  besetting  his  path  with  finger-posts  and 
directions  to  "'keep  to  the  right,  as  the  law  directs ;  ^'  and  like  a 
spirited  urchin,  he  turns  directly  contrary,  and  gallops  through 
mud  and  mire,  over  hedges  and  ditches,  merely  to  show  that  he 
is  a  lad  of  spirit,  and  out  of  his  leading-strings.  And  these 
opinions  are  amply  substantiated  by  what  I  have  above  said 
of  t)ur  worthy  ancestors ;  who  never  being  be-preached  and  bo- 
lectured,  and  guided  and  governed  by  statutes  and  laws  and  by- 
laws, as  are  their  more  enlightened  descendants,  did  one  and  all 
demean  themselves  honestly  and  peaceably,  out  of  pure  igno- 
rance, or  in  other  words — because  they  knew  no  better. 

Nor  must  I  omit  to  record  one  of  the  earliest  measures  of 
this  infant  settlement,  inasmuch  as  it  shows  the  piety  of  our 
forefathers,  and  that,  like  good  Christians,  they  were  always 
ready  to  serve  God,  after  they  had  first  served  themselves. 
Thus,  having  quietly  settled  themselves  down,  and  provided 
for  their  own  comfort,  they  bethought  themselves  of  testifying 
their  gratitude  to  the  great  and  good  St.  Nicholas,  for  his 
protecting  care,  in  guiding  them  to  this  delectable  abode.     To 
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Ihlt  end  thejr  l.uik  a  fair  nml  gr^^r  riapel  viMa  IIm  Ctft, 
vhidi  tbry  o>niui-rui<'il  td  hiii  nniiiv  ;  wlicn<ii|iou  be  lmaH»n- 
•idji  took  till'  iiiwii  "f  NV-w  AmrtiTdiini  utnlirr  hi«  |NViiIbr 
pstranige,  Bli'l  h''  h,'U>  rvcr  Jiiiiiv  )>n'n,  nrtil  1  drvoutlj-  tiup* 
will  ever  be,  iK'-  lulrlnr  wiint  "f  UiU  cjKTllmt  city. 

At  this  eiirly  pori-Ml  wim  inMitiitf^l  llinl  pi-ww  tvmnanf, 
■till  re1igiou»I)  il>i>crvc>l  in  all  our  nniimt  bnitties  of  iht 
right  breed,  i-f  liiin};iii;;  up  n  atorkin);  in  tho  ckimtMjr  on  8l- 
Nicholaa  eve  ;  whicit  Bl>.>ckiit^  Is  alwnvi  finind  In  the  ntorning 
mlnculotuljr  lilloi  ;  {"t  thi>  giiod  Si.  NIcfioba  hM  ew«r  ben 
e  great  giver  i>ri^ifl«,  particiilsrly  t4>  children. 

1  am  nioi-.-oiur  i-M  tlint  th.T.>  in  ti  llltli-  loK-'mkrv  >««ik, 
somewberp  extant,  written  in  Low  Dutch,  which  nya,  that  the 
image  of  this  renowned  saint,  which  whilom  graced  the  bov- 
■pritof  the  Gi>edc  Vrouw,  was  elevated  in  front  of  thia  cf>^>ri, 
in  the  centre  of  whni,  in  modem  days,  is  called  the  Boirlii^ 
Green — on  the  very  spot,  in  fact,  where  he  appeared  in  visian 
to  Oloffe  the  Dreamer.  And  the  legend  further  treata  of 
divers  miracles  wrought  by  the  mighty  pipe,  which  the  aaint 
held  in  his  mouth  ;  a  whifT  of  which  wa-t  a  sovereign  euro  for 
an  indigestion — nn  invnliiable  relic  in  this  colony  of  Isave 
trenchermen.  As,  however,  in  spile  of  the  most  diligent 
aearch,  I  cnnnot  l.iy  my  hands  upon  this  little  l>ook,  I  mot 
confess  that  1  entertain  considerable  doubt  on  the  aubject. 

Thus  benignly  fostered  by  the  pftod  St.  Nieholaa,  the  i» 
fiuit  city  thrived  apitce.  IlDrdeaof  paint«^  Mvagea,  it  is  tnci 
■till  lurked  about  the  unsettle<l  parts  of  the  island.  1h 
hunter  atill  pitched  his  bower  of  skins  and  bark  beside  i 

I  that  ran  through  the  cool  and  Ehndy  glens,  while  I 
Jure  might  be  seen  on  some  sunny  knoll,  a  groa| 
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dian  wigwams,  whose  smoke  arose  above  the  neighboring 
trees,  and  floated  in  the  transparent  atmosphere.  A  mutual 
good-will,  however,  existed  between  these  wandering  beings 
and  the  burghers  of  New  Amsterdam.  Our  benevolent  fore- 
fathers endeavored  as  much  as  possible  to  ameliorate  their 
situation,  by  giving  them  gin,  rum,  and  glass  beads,  in  ex- 
change for  their  peltries;  for  it  seoms  the  kind-hearted 
Dutchmen  had  conceived  a  great  friendship  for  their  savage 
neighbors,  on  account  of  their  being  pleasant  men  to  trade 
with,  and  little  skilled  in  the  art  of  making  a  bargain. 

Now  and  then  a  crew  of  these  half  human  sons  of  the 
forest  would  make  their  appearance  in  the  streets  of  New 
Amsterdam,  fantastically  painted  and  decorated  with  beads 
and  flaunting  feathers,  sauntering  about  with  an  air  of  listless 
indifference — sometimes  in  the  market-place,  instructing  the 
little  Dutch  boys  in  the  use  of  the  bow  and  arrow — at  other 
times,  inflamed  with  liquor,  swaggering  and  whooping  and 
yelling  about  the  town  like  so  many  flends,  to  the  great  dis- 
may of  all  the  good  wives,  who  would  hurry  their  children 
into  the  house,  fasten  the  doors,  and  throw  water  upon  the 
enemy  from  the  garret  windows.  It  is  worthy  of  mention 
here,  that  our  forefathers  were  very  particular  in  holding  up 
these  wild  men  as  excellent  domestic  examples — ^and  for 
reasons  that  may  be  gathered  from  the  history  of  master 
Ogilby,  who  tells  us,  that  "  for  the  least  offence  the  bride- 
groom soundly  beats  his  wife  and  turns  her  out  of  doors,  and 
marries  another,  insomuch  that  some  of  them  have  every  year 
a  new  wife."  Whether  this  awful  example  had  any  influence 
or  not,  history  does  not  mention ;  but  it  is  certain  that  our 
grandmothers  were  miracles  of  fidelity  and  obedience. 
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True  it  is,  that  the  good  iuid«retAodiDg  between  ( 
oestors  and  their  eavage  neighbors  was  liable  to  oceasioiial  li 
terruptions,  and  1  have  heard  mj  grandmother,  who  waa  a 
very  vise  old  woman,  and  well  versed  in  the  history  of  thi'K 
parts,  tell  a  long  Mory  of  a  winter's  evening,  about  a  buttle 
between  the  New  Aiiist^-Tdamniers  and  the  Indians,  wliieh  was 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Prath  War,  and  whieh  took  pUue 
near  a  pcueh  oreliaid.  in  a  dark  glen,  which  for  a  long  wlulo 
went  by  the  imme  of  Murderer's  VaUey, 

The  legend  of  this  sylvan  war,  was  long  current  among  tlic 
nurses,  rJd  wives,  and  other  ancient  chroniclers  of  the  \AaKf ; 
but  time  and  improvement  have  almost  obliterated  liotb  the 
tradition  and  the  sceae  of  battle ;  for  what  was  once  the  Uoo^- 
6tjiin«d  valley  is  now  in  the  centre  of  this  populous  city,  and 
known  by  the  namo  of  Dry-ttretl. 

I  know  not  whether  it  was  to  tliis  '■  Peach  war,"  and  tho 
acquisitions  of  Indian  land  which  may  have  grown  out  of  it, 
that  WB  may  aseribe  tlie  first  seeds  of  the  spirit  uf  "  annex 
tion  "  which  now  began  to  manifest  themselves.  Hitherto  Ife 
ambition  of  the  worthy  burghers  had  been  confined  to  i 
lovely  island  of  Maniia-hatn ;  and  Spitcn  Devil  on  the  ^ 
son,  and  llell-gate  ou  the  Sound,  were  to  them  the  p 
IlereuU-s,  the  nt  plus  vllra  of  humnn  enterprise, 
after  the  Peaeh  war,  however,  a  restless  spirit  was  t 
among  the  New  Amsterdammers,  who  begun  to  cast  w 
looks  upon  tlio  wild  lands  of  their  Indian  neighbors;  fbrH 
how  or  other  wild  Indian  land  always  looks  greener  in  tl 
eyes  of  settlers  than  the  land  they  owupy.  It  is  hinted  ll 
(Uoffe  the  Dreamer  encoursged  these  notions  :  liaving,  as  ll 
been  shown,  tlie  inherent  spirit  of  a  land  Bpeculator,  wai 
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had  been  wonderfully  quickened  and  expanded  since  he  had 
become  a  land-holder.  Many  of  the  common  people,  who 
had  never  before  owned  a  foot  of  land,  now  began  to  be  dis- 
contented with  the  town-lots  which  had  fallen  to  their  shares ; 
others  who  had  sniig  farms  and  tobacco  plantations,  found  they 
had  not  sufficient  elbow-room  and  began  to  question  the  rights 
of  the  Indians  to  the  vast  regions  they  pretended  to  hold, — 
while  the  good  Oloffe  indulged  in  magnificent  dreams  of  for- 
eign conquest  and  great  patroonships  in  the  wilderness. 

The  result  of  these  dreams  were  certain  exploring  expedi- 
tjons  sent  forth  in  various  directions  to  "  sow  the  seeds  of  em- 
pire," as  it  was  said.    The  earliest  of  these  were  conducted 
by  Hans  Reinier  Oothout,  an  old  navigator  famous  for  the 
sharpness  of  his  vision,  who  could  see  land  when  it  was  quite 
out  of  sight  to  ordinary  mortals,  and  who  had  a  spy-glass 
covered  with  a  bit  of  tarpauling,  with  which  he  could  spy  up 
the  crookedost  river,  quite  to  its  head  waters.     He  was  ac- 
companied by  Mynheer  Ten  Breeches,  as  land  measurer,  in 
esse  of  any  dispute  with  the  Indians. 

What  was  the  consequence  of  these  exploring  expeditions  ? 
h  » little  while  we  find  a  frontier  post  or  trading-house  called 
Fort  Nassau,  established  far  to  the  south  on  Delaware  River ; 
*wther  called  Fort  Goed  Hoep  (or  Good  Hope),  on  the 
»*r8die  or  Fresh,  or  Connecticut  River;  and  another  called 
'^'rt  Aurania  (now  Albany)  away  up  the  Hudson  River ; 
*lule  the  boundaries  of  the  pro^'^nce  kept  extending  on  every 
*we,  nobody  knew  whither,  far  into  the  regions  of  Terra  In- 
y  CQgnita. 

I     Of  the  boundary  feuds  and  troubles  which  the  ambitious 
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iiOBa  of  it«  ti-rrilon-,  wo  nknll  trnit  nt  Urgn  In  Om  after  pi 
of  tliia  ovontful  )ii»(i>r}- ;  sufficient  for  tho  prownt  it  it  tn 
dHttbeaw«Iliri;;iriip<rlaii«!'uf  tIteNrw  Nflberlaudasw«keBi4 
tho  Attention  •■(  ttit^i  iiKilhcr  country,  who,  finding  Jt  llkdv  to 
yield  Tnudi  riM-imo  and  no  trouble,  tx^an  U>  take  that  intcmat 
in  itB  wel&re  wliitti  knowing  p«>[))()  rvinco  tar  rivli  pdatinm. 
Bat  as  thifl  'i[>rii«  n  new  era  in  tho  furtunea  of  N«w  An- 
■tcrdam,  I  will  \\en  put  nn  Mid  to  thia  tNonnd  book  of  mjr 
hiatorj,  and  will  treat  of  the  motenial  poliry  of  the  ntotlMr 
|r  in  my  nuxL 


BOOK  III. 


IK  WHICH  IS  BECORDED  THE  GOLDEN  BEION  OF  WOUTER  YAK 

TWILLER. 


CHAPTER  L 

or  TnS    BXHOWNieD  WOUTIR  TAM    TWILLKR,   bis    imPARALLILKD  TIRTX7K8 

AB  LIKKWI8K   nra   UMUTTIRABLK  WISDOM    IN   TRK   LAW  CASE  OF  WAK- 

DLK  8CUOONHOTBH   AKD  BAJtXNT  BUSSCKXR — AMD   THK   GREAT  ADMIRA- 
TION  OP  THE   PUBLIC   THBRXAT. 

/^  RIEVOUS  and  very  much  to  be  commiserated  is  the  task 
^^  of  the  feeling  historian,  who  writes  the  history  of  his 
native  land.  If  it  fall  to  his  lot  to  be  the  recorder  of  calamity 
or  crime,  the  mournful  page  is  watered  with  his  tears — nor 
can  he  recall  the  most  prosperous  and  blissful  era,  without 
a  melancholy  sigh  at  the  reflection,  that  it  has  passed  away 
for  ever  !  I  know  not  whether  it  be  owing  to  an  immoderate 
love  for  the  simplicity  of  former  times,  or  to  that  certain  ten- 
derness of  heart  incident  to  all  sentimental  historians ;  but  I 
candidly  confess  that  I  cannot  look  back  on  the  happier  days 
of  our  city,  which  I  now  describe,  without  great  dejection  of 
spirit.  With  Altering  hand  do  I  withdraw  the  curtain  of  ob- 
livion, that  veils  the  modest  merit  of  our  venerable  ancestors, 
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and  as  th^ir  figures  rise  to  mj'  menial  vtfiion,  huinblc  mi 
before  their  mighty  shades. 

Such  ftre  my  fct^lings  when  I  revisit  the  Gunily  mu 
of  the  KiiickcrbiK'ken,  and  spend  n  lunely  hour  in  the  c 
ber  where  hang  the  portrmis  of  my  forefmhers,  shrouded 
dust,  like  the  forms  they  represent.     With  pious  re 
do  I  gaxe  on  the  countenances  of  those  renowned  burgbi 
who  have  preceded  me  in  the  steady  nianh  of  t^xisttinca 
whose  sober  and  tt-mperale  blood  now  meanders  thmugh  1 
veins,  flowing  slower  and  slower  in  its  feeble  conduits,  ni 
its  cnrrent  shall  soon  be  stopped  for  ever  ! 

These,  1  say  to  myself,  are  but  frail  memorials  of 
mighty  men  who  flourished  in  the  days  of  the  patriarchs ; 
who,  alas,  have  long  since  mouldered  in  that  tomb,  town 
wliieh  my  steps  are  insensibly  and  irrraistiltly  hastening ! 
I  pace  the  darkened  chamber  and  lose  myself  in  melancbi 
musings,  the  shadowy  images  around  me  almost  scum  to  at 
once  more  into  existence — tlieir  countenances  to  assuQM  ' 
animation  of  life — their  eyes  to  pursue  me  in  every  mo 
ment  1  Carried  away  by  the  delusions  of  fency,  I  almost  I 
agine  myself  surrounded  by  the  shades  of  the  departed,! 
hcilding  sweet  converse  with  the  worthies  of  antiquity  ! 
hapless  Diedrich !  born  in  a  degenerate  age,  abandoned  tol 
buflctings  I'f  fortune — a  stranger  and  a  weary  pilgrim  tn  t 
nativ*^  land — blest  with  no  weeping  wife,  nor  family  of  1* 
less  children  ;  but  doomed  to  wander  n«glected  throu^  Hi 
crowded  streets,  and  elbowed  by  foreign  upstarts  from  i 
fair  abodes  where  once  thine  ancestors  held  sovereign  empi 

Let  me  not,  however,  lose  tha  historian  in  the  maii^  I 
tuffer  the  dciting  recoUectionB  of  age  to  ovcrcomo  me,  vh 
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dwelling  with  fond  garrulity  on  the  virtuous  days  of  the  pa- 
triarchs—on those  sweet  days  of  simplicity  and  ease,  which 
never  more  will  dawn  on  the  lovely  island  of  Manna-hata. 

These  melancholy  reflections  have  been  forced  from  me 
by  the  growing  wealth  and  importance  of  New  Amsterdam, 
which,  I  plainly  perceive,  are  to  involve  it  in  all  kinds  of 
perils  and  disasters.  Already,  as  I  observed  at  the  close  of 
mj  hat  book,  they  had  awakened  the  attentions  of  the  mother 
country.  The  usual  mark  of  protection  shown  by  mother 
countries  to  wealthy  colonies  was  forthwith  manifested;  a 
governor  being  sent  out  to  rule  over  the  province  and  squeeze 
out  of  it  as  much  revenue  as  possible.  The  arrival  of  a  gov- 
ernor of  course  put  an  end  to  the  protectorate  of  Oloffe  the 
Dreamer.  He  appears,  however,  to  have  dreamt  to  some 
purpose  during  his  sway,  as  we  find  him  afterwards  living  as 
a  patroon  on  a  great  landed  estate  on  the  banks  of  the  Hud- 
son ;  having  virtually  forfeited  all  right  to  his  ancient  appella- 
tion of  Kortlandt  or  Lackland. 

In  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1629  that  Mynheer 
Wouter  Van  Twiller  was  appointed  governor  of  the  province 
of  Nieuw  Nederlandts,  under  the  commission  and  control 
of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  General  of 
tl»e  United  Netherlands,  and  the  privileged  West  India 
Company. 

This  renowned  old  gentleman  arrived  at  New  Amsterdam 
^  the  merry  month  of  June,  the  sweetest  month  in  all  the 
y«ar;  when  dan  Apollo  seems  to  dance  up  the  transparent 
firmament — when  the  robin,  the  thrush,  and  a  thousand  other 
VMiton  songsters  make  the  woods  to  resound  with  amorous 
ditties,  and  the  luxurious  little  boblincon  revels  among  the 
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clover  blossoms  of  the  meadowB — all  which  bappy  coincideoca 
persuaded  the  old  dames  of  New  Amst^rilam,  who  were  skill- 
ed in  the  art  of  foretelling  events,  that  this  was  tu  be  n  hapi.' 
and  prosperous  administration. 

The  rtnowned  WouttT  {or  Widter)  Van  Twilier,  wm  (if- 
Bceaded  f^m  a  long  line  of  Dutch  biu^masters,  who  had 
successively  dozed  away  thtir  lives,  and  grown  (at  upon  the 
bench  of  magistracy  in  Rotterdam;  and  who  had  comporwJ 
themselves  \kith  such  singular  wisdom  and  propriety,  tliil 
they  were  never  either  heard  or  talked  of — which,  nent  lo  bt 
ing  universally  applauded,  should  be  the  object  of  amViii 
of  all  m^strates  and  rulers.  There  ar«  two  opposite  «■}• 
by  which  some  men  make  a  figure  in  the  world ;  one  hj  !.'■!■ 
ing  faster  than  ihey  think ;  and  the  uther  by  holding  tin 
tmigues  and  not  thinking  at  all.  By  the  first,  many  a  enu 
tcrer  acquires  the  reputation  of  a  man  of  quick  parts  ;  by  'i ' 
other,  many  a  dunderpale,  tike  the  owl,  the  stupidest  of  liiri- 
comes  to  be  considered  the  very  typo  of  wisdom.  Tlii", '; 
the  way,  is  a  casual  remark,  which  I  would  not,  for  the  luii 
verse,  have  it  thought  I  apply  to  Governor  Van  Twiller.  h  U 
true  he  was  a  man  shut  up  within  himself,  like  on  oysU'- 
and  rarely  spoke  except  in  monosyllables ;  but  then  it  ^>  - 
allowed  he  seldom  said  a  foolish  thing.  So  invincible  vnf  ii 
pmvily  that  he  was  never  known  to  laugh  or  even  to  sin: 
through  the  whole  course  of  a  long  and  prosperous  lifi^  Ni? 
if  a  joke  were  uttered  in  his  presence,  that  set  light  tuin'i' 
hearers  in  a  roar,  it  was  ol)served  to  throw  him  into  a  ft'' 
of  perplexity.  Sometimes  he  would  deign  lo  inquir"  ii ' 
the  matter,  and  when,  afW  much  explanation,  the  jokr  " '' 
made  as  plain  ns  a  pike-staff,  ho  nould  continue  lo  nntc&e  i: ' 
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pipe  in  silence,  and  at  length,  knocking  out  the  ashes  would 
exclaim,  *'  Well !  I  see  nothing  in  all  that  to  laugh  about." 

With  all  his  reflective  habits,  he  never  made  up  his  mind 
on  a  subject.     His  adherents  accounted  for  this  by  the  aston- 
ishing magnitude  of  his  ideas.     He  conceived  every  subject  on 
BO  grand  a  scale  that  he  had  not  room  in  his  head  to  turn  it 
over  and  examine  both  sides  of  it.     Certain  it  is  that  if  any 
matter  were  propounded  to  him  on  which  ordinary  mortals 
would  rashly  determine  at  first  glance,  he  would  put  on  a 
▼ague,  mysterious  look ;    shake  his  capacious  head ;  smoke 
some  time  in  profound  silence,  and  at  length  observe  that  '^  he 
had  his  doubts  about  the  matter ;"  which  gained  him  the  repu- 
tation of  a  man  slow  of  belief  and  not  easily  imposed  upon. 
*    What  is  more,  it  gained  him  a  lasting  name  :  for  to  this  habit 
.-    of  the  mind  has  been  attributed  his  surname  of  Twiller ;  which 
p    is  said  to  be  a  corruption  of  the  original  Twijfler,  or,  in  plain 
English,  Doubter. 

The  person  of  this  illustrious  old  gentleman  was  formed 
and  proportioned,  as  though  it  had  been  moulded  by  the 
hands  of  some  cunning  Dutch  statuary,  as  a  model  of  majesty 
and  lordly  grandeur.     He  was  exactly  five  feet  six  inches  in 
height,  and  six  feet  five  inches  in  circumference.     His  head 
was  a  perfect  sphere,  and  of  such  stupendous  dimensions,  that 
dame  Nature,  with  all  her  sex's  ingenuity,  would  have  been 
puzzled  to  construct  a  neck  capable  of  supporting  it ;  where- 
fore she  wisely  declined  the  attempt,  and  settled  it  firmly  on 
the  top  of  his  back  bone,  just  between  the  shoulders.     His 
body  was  oblong  and  particularly  capacious  at  bottom ;  which 
-was  wisely  ordered  by  Providence,  seeing  that  he  was  a  man 
of  sed^itaiy  habits,  and  very  averse  to  the  idle  labor  of  walk- 
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ii^  ni«  t>^  wpD)  ■hoTt,  but  *tunl]r  la  jimpnrtina  m 
weight  lli>-j*  hail  m  Kiwtwn  ;  w  thnt  wbra  nvut  bo  had  nxlft 
little  the  ftpfn-aninon  o(%  bour  barrel  on  dlda.  lib  fiKtv^bl 
InMliblc  liiJi-K  uf  tho  mind,  prowntnl  «  wt  rxpwiM^  oafin^ 
lowed  liy  uiy  or  tb»«t<  ItiiM  1  angW 
huiTun  ruuitU'nancA  with  what  «  b'rmod  tut] 
small  gn-y  <iy<-«  iwiiikU-d  fwMy  n  tbo  mldat,  tike  two 
of  leaaer  inA);niitiilii  in  a  luur  lirnuunent;  and  I 
dieeka,  whii-h  Rfi-ninl  lii  have  lakm  tull  at  erery 
went  iDlo  hi*  tnoutli,  wpto  curinualjr  noUlcd  and 
with  dusky  rod,  liko  a  xpitSKihiTg  ajtpla. 

His  hnbitu  wir*-  iw  n-ffuUir  iw  Win  pcnwn.  lie  daily  tor| 
his  four  iitaU^  iiifals,  ap|in.i{>ruiti>ie  exatlly  an  bour  U>  ««cfa; 
he  amoktil  im<]  tloubuiJ  cij^ht  houn,  anil  hn  al<-pt  the  n-iniia 
ing  twelve  of  tho  IViur  niid  twenty.  Siirfa  was  thn  rrnovntJ 
Wout«r  Van  Twilh-r — a  true  phitoanpluT,  for  hi*  miod  *« 
either  drvntrd  ubovr,  or  tranquilly  sritlnl  brlow,  tike 
and  perplexities  of  this  world.  I!e  had  lived  in  U  fiw  yttn, 
withotit  filling  iJia  least  ciirioaily  to  know  wh»ti«r 
revolved  round  it,  or  it  round  tho  nun ;  and  he  hod  watdm^' 
for  at  least  half  a  pcntury.lho  smokn  curling  fmm  his  jMpeti 
the  ceiling,  without  once  troubling  his  head  with  any  of  tkMi> 
numerous  tbcorii-H,  by  which  a  philosopher  would  have  p(r>l 
plcxed  bis  brain,  in  accounting  for  iti>  rising  al>uv«  Um 
ruunding  BliTii«pherp. 

In  his  council  in-  pn-aide.1  with  great  state  and  sulemnilT. 
lie  sat  in  0  hng^  chair  of  s'Oid  o;ik,  hi-wn  iti  the  erJcbi 
forest  of  the  Hague,  fabricated  by  nn  experienced  timme 
of  Amsterdam,  and  eurioiiHly  carved  ab<iut  the  arms  a 
into  exact  itnitatiuna  of  giganVw  ea^>^a  i^fi^    \i^ui 
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neptre  lie  swayed  a  long  Turkish  pipe,  wrought  with  jasmin 
ind  amher,  which  had  been  presented  to  a  stadtholder  of  Hol- 
hnd,  at  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  with  one  of  the  petty  Bar- 
}mrj  powers.  In  this  stately  chair  would  he  sit,  and  this 
nagnifioent  pipe  would  he  smoke,  shaking  his  right  knee 
with  a  constant  motion,  and  fixing  his  eye  for  hours  together 
ipoQ  a  little  print  of  Amsterdam,  which  hung  in  a  black 
fame  against  the  opposite  wall  of  the  council  chamber. 
Naj,  it  has  even  been  said,  that  when  any  deliberation  of  ex- 
tnordinary  length  and  intricacy  was  on  the  carpet,  the  re- 
loinied  Wouter  would  shut  his  eyes  for  full  two  hours  at  a 
time,  that  he  might  not  be  disturbed  by  external  objects — 
a&d  at  such  times  the  internal  commotion  of  his  mind  was 
tvinoed  by  certain  regular  guttural  sounds,  which  his  admirers 
dedared  were  merely  the  noise  of  conflict,  made  by  his  con- 
toding  doubts  and  opinions. 

It  is  with  infinite  difliculty  I  have  been  enabled  to  collect 
liiese  biographical  anecdotes  of  the  great  man  under  consider- 
itioQ.  The  facts  respecting  him  were  so  scattered  and  vague, 
ttd  divers  of  them  so  questionable  in  point  of  authenticity, 
^  I  have  had  to  give  up  the  search  after  many,  and  decline 
k  admission  of  still  more,  which  would  have  tended  to 
^tighten  the  coloring  of  his  portrait. 

I  have  been  the  more  anxious  to  delineate  fully  the  per- 
•on  and  habits  of  Wouter  Van  Twiller,  from  the  considera- 
tion that  he  was  not  only  the  first,  but  also  the  best  governor 
that  ever  presided  over  this  ancient  and  respectable  province ; 
^  so  tranquil  and  benevolent  was  his  reign,  tliat  I  do  not 
hd  throughout  the  whole  of  it,  a  single  instance  of  any  offen- 
kr  being  brought  to  punishment — a  most  indubitable  sign  of 
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s  merviful  governor,  uxl  a  owas  uq|iu«11ii1m!,  cxeepUQ 
reign  of  thi'  illuvtHouN  Kitig  I<"g,  from  wlinin,  it  U 
runowncKl  Van  Twillcr  wiw  k  lincol  drarxnidMit. 

"Hie  Vfiry  outwt  of  tho  csrorr  of  this  «X(wllMit 
^vas  diHtiiiffuiithod  by  &□  ex&niftlo  of  legal 
f1utt«riiig  {iruttmo  of  H  wiuD  and  eqnluble 
IV'  iiiurntng  nili-r  Iw  had  Iwvii  liiiUlli'd  In  office, 
nticm'jil  thut  hn  WAS  ninltittg  hiH  brvukfiiat  from 
t»rUii'n  diali,  fillol  with  milk  and  Indian  pudding, 
tiiTuptcd  hy  iho  nppTAnmcu  of  Wandl«  SdtoonhoTcM 
imporUnt  old  burgW  of  N«w  AmKenUtn,  who  ooMq 
bitterly  of  one  Durent  liluraktT,  intutninh  ua  he  r4 
come  to  a  aettlemcnt  of  accounts,  seeing  Ihalt  then 
heavy  balance  in  favor  of  the  said  Wandle,  Goven 
Twiller,  as  I  have  already  obMTved,  was  a  man  of  few 
he  was  likewise  a  mortal  enemy  to  multiplying  writii 
being  disturbed  at  his  breakfiist.  ITaviiig  listened  attc 
to  the  statement  of  Wandle  Schoonhoven,  giving  an  tn 
al  grunt,  as  he  shovelled  a  spoonful  of  Indian  pudding  i 
mouth — either  as  a  sign  that  ho  rt'lishi-d  the  dish,  or  e 
bended  the  story — he  called  unto  him  his  constable,  w 
ing  out  of  his  breeches  pocket  a  huge  juck-knife,  dispat 
aflerthe  defendant  as  a  summons,  occompauied  by  bis  b 
bos  as  a  warrant. 

This  summary  process  was  as  efieetual  in  thoM 
days  as  was  the  seal  ring  of  the  great  Ilaroua  All 
among  the  true  believers.  The  two  parties  being  ocal 
before  him,  each  produced  a  book  of  accounts,  writti 
language  and  character  that  would  have  puzzled  M^ 
High  DuUJi  commentator,  or  a  learned  dedphem 
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kbn  obelisks.  The  sage  Wouter  took  them  one  afler  the  other, 
md  having  poised  ihem  in  his^hands,  and  attentively  counted 
over  the  number  of  leaves,  fell  straightway  into  a  very  great 
doabt,  and  smoked  for  half  an  hour  without  saying  a  word ; 
It  length,  laying  his  finger  beside  his  nose,  and  shutting  his 
f^es  for  a  moment,  with  the  air  of  a  man  who  has  just  caught 
a  subtle  idea  by  the  tail,  he  slowly  took  his  pipe  from  his 
month,  puffed  forth  a  oolunm  of  tobacco  smoke,  and  with 
Barvellous  gravity  and  solemnity  pronounced — that  having 
ttrefully  counted  over  the  leaves  and  weighed  the  books,  it 
vas  found,  that  one  was  just  as  thick  and  as  heavy  as  the 
oUier — therefore  it  was  the  final  opinion  of  the  court  that  the 
iocoimts  were  equally  balanced — therefore  Wandle  should 
gire  Barent  a  receipt,  and  Barent  should  give  Wandle  a  re- 
ceipt— and  the  constable  should  pay  the  costs. 

Iliis  decision  being  straightway  made  known,  diffused  gen- 
•il  joy  throughout  New  Amsterdam,  for  the  people  imme- 
iiitely  perceived,  that  they  had  a  very  wise  and  equitable 
[lUgistrate  to  rule  over  them.  But  its  happiest  effect  was, 
'tttt  not  another  lawsuit  took  place  throughout  the  whole  of 
■I  administration — and  the  office  of  constable  fell  into  such 
Aay»  that  there  was  not  one  of  those  losel  scouts  known  in 
fte  province  for  many  years.  I  am  the  more  particular  in 
iwelling  on  this  transaction,  not  only  because  I  deem  it  one 
f  the  most  sage  and  righteous  judgments  on  record,  and  well 
Worthy  the  attention  of  modem  magistrates ;  but  because  it 
h»  a  miraculous  event  in  the  history  of  the  renowned 
V'oQter — ^being  the  only  time  he  was  ever  known  to  come  to 
» dectaioii  in  the  whole  course  of  his  life. 
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▼ill  be  of  importance,  to  prevent  my  readers  from  being 
seized  with  doubt  and  incredulity,  whenever,  in  the  course  of 
this  auth^itic  history,  they  encounter  the  uncommon  circum- 
fiance  of  a  governor  acting  with  independence,  and  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  opinions  of  the  multitude. 

To  assist  the  doubtful  Wouter  in  the  arduous  business  of 
legislation,  a  board  of  magistrates  was  appointed,  which  pre« 
lided  immediately  over  the  police.  This  potent  body  con- 
nted  of  a  sdiout  or  bailiff,  with  powers  between  those  of 
tte  present  mayor  and  sheriff — ^five  burgermeesters,  who  were 
equivalent  to  aldermen,  and  five  schepens,  who  officiated  as 
imibs,  subdevils,  or  bottle-holders  to  the  burgermeesters,  in 
tile  same  manner  as  do  assistant  aldermen  to  their  principals 
•t  the  presait  day ;  it  being  their  duty  to  fill  the  pipes  of  the 
lordly  burgermeesters — hunt  the  markets  for  delicacies  for 
eiRporation  dinners,  and  to  discharge  such  other  little  offices 
of  kindness  as  were  occasionally  required.  It  was,  moreover, 
tiQtly  understood,  though  not  specifically  enjoined,  that  they 
Aould  consider  themselves  as  butts  for  the  blunt  wits  of  the 
hn^germeesters,  and  should  laugh  most  heartily  at  all  their 
^jfkn ;  but  this  last  was  a  duty  as  rarely  called  in  action  in 
koee  days  as  it  is  at  present,  and  was  shortly  remitted,  in 
tomequeDce  of  the  tragical  death  of  a  fat  little  schepen — who 
ictully  died  of  suffocation  in  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  force 
tteugfa  at  one  of  burgermeester  Van  Zandt's  best  jokes. 

In  return  for  these  humble  services,  they  were  permitted 
to  ny  fes  and  no  at  the  coimcil-board,  and  to  have  that  envia- 
ble privilege,  the  run  of  the  public  kitchen — being  graciously 
permitted  to  eat,  and  drink,  and  smoke,  at  all  those  snug 
jnketingB  and  publio  gormandlzings,  for  which  the  ancient 
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tnagintrotea  were  Mjiuvlly  famoiifl  with  tlii-ir  moOtnn  waver* 
sors.  T>ii->  {H>«t  »r  K-ltejien,  Uti-jr-rore,  like  that  uf  aaAtuii 
alilcniiitn,  wnii  i?u(;iTly  cnwu^  by  tiU  your  Ijui^t*  of  a  <xr> 
tain  dMt'riptiuii,  whu  hitvu  a  hugi'  ivliah  for  guod  fimli^  tai 
Ml  llulll1:>l(^  niiiMliun  til  lio  great  nion  in  a  umBll  w«y- 
tliirst  ikfU'r  it  littlu  brii^f  nuthority,  that  xhnll  rroAer  than  tbn 
uiTnr  of  tlic  nlins-hnusi^  Hnil  tho  Itridi^wcll — >thiit 
them  to  Ion)  it  ovur  oliNtx|uiiiua  p4iV47ty,  vagrant  vien,  oat> 
ca*t  prostiliiiinn,  iiml  hiingw-ilrivpn  dinliinimty. — that  nWI 
give  to  thvir  bi-ck  u  iiuuiid-Hko  pack  of  i^sU'hpoIIa  and  binsr 
bulitla — t<!nfo)il  grmti-'r  rugum  than  th«  culprits  thejr  l«Dl 
down  !  My  rojuli-rs  will  excuse  thin  sudden  warmth,  whkli  I 
cmffss  is  unlxi-omiiif;  of  a  gruve  hisloriun — but  1  liair  i 
mortal  aiitij<athy  to  uit<:bpolls,  buuiluulilts,  aud  llttli-  griai 

IDC41. 

The  ancient  magistrates  of  this  city  conrapondc'd  wili 
diose  of  the  present  time  no  kss  lu  fonn,  nint^itude,  and  b- 
t«llcct,  tlian  in  prerogative  and  privilege.  Tti^  l>urgaR)a>t«n, 
like  our  atdcmicn,  vera  generally  chi>scn  by  weight—and 
not  only  the  weight  of  the  body,  but  likrwiiw  th«  woigbt  1/ 
the  hoo'].  It  is  a  roaxim  practically  observed  in  all  hrm^ 
plain-tli inlying,  regular  cities,  that  an  atdennoii  ahould  Iw  ff 
— aud  the  wiwlom  of  tbia  can  bo  proved  to  a  certainty.  Thu 
the  body  is  in  some  measure  au  image  of  tlie  nkind,  or  nulw 
thai  the  mind  is  moulded  to  the  body,  like  melted  lead  to  tk 
clay  in  which  it  is  east,  has  been  insitted  on  by  many  pluluav 
phi'rs.  will,  kivc  iiiiiiio  hiiiiy:ui  nature  tlicir  peculiar 
fbr  as  ft  learned  gentleman  of  our  own  city  obaerva 
is  a  constant  relation  between  the  moral  charadar  oi 
ligent  creatures,  and  their  physical  coastitutlon-^bd 
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habits  and  iJie  structure  of  their  bodies."  Thus  we  see  that  a 
lean,  spare,  diminutive  body  is  generally  accompanied  by  a 
petulant,  restless,  meddling  mind— cither  the  mind  wears  down 
the  body,  by  its  continual  motion ;  or  else  the  body,  not 
affording  the  mind  sufficient  house-room,  keeps  it  continually 
in  a  state  of  fretfulness,  tossing  and  worrying  about  from  the 
uneasiness  of  its  situation.  Whereas  your  round,  sleek,  fat, 
unwieldy  periphery  is  ever  attended  by  a  mind  like  itself,  tran- 
quil, torpid,  and  at  ease ;  and  we  may  always  observe,  that 
your  well  fed,  robustious  burghers  are  in  general  very  tena- 
dous  of  their  ease  and  comfort ;  being  great  enemies  to  noise, 
discord,  and  disturbance — and  surely  none  are  more  likely  to 
study  the  public  tranquillity  than  those  who  are  so  careful  of 
their  own.  Who  ever  hears  of  fat  men  heading  a  riot,  or 
herding  together  in  turbulent  mobsl — ^no^no^it  is  your 
lean,  hungry  men  who  are  continually  worrying  society,  and 
setting  the  whole  community  by  the  ears. 

The  divine  Plato,  whose  doctrines  are  not  sufficiently  at- 
tended to  by  philosophers  of  the  present  age,  allows  to  every 
man  three  souls-— one  immortal  and  rational,  seated  in  the 
bnun,  that  it  may  overlook  and  regulate  the  body — a  second 
eonsisting  of  the  surly  and  irascible  passions  which,  like  belli- 
gerent powers,  lie  encamped  around  the  heart  —  a  third 
mortal  and  sensual,  destitute  of  reason,  gross  and  brutal  in 
its  propensities,  and  endiained  in  the  belly,  that  it  may  not 
disturb  the  divine  soul  by  its  ravenous  bowlings.  Now,  ac- 
cording to  this  excellent  theory,  what  can  be  more  dear,  than 
lliat  your  &t  alderman  is  most  likely  to  have  the  most  regu- 
lar and  well-conditioned  mind.  His  head  is  like  a  huge 
i|dMrioal  duonber,  containing  a  prodigious  mass  of  soft  brains, 
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rations!  wul  lies  MuMy  and  muglr  omtdMj,M, 
OB  •  UmXbtr  litit ;  ami  Uu'  cy«,  wliitJi  aiv  thu  windon  of  dai. 
bed-elMmlNT,  lu-t:  usiukUy  bulf  c1im«I,  UmI  iu  alttmba^rliigl 
may  not  Im-  ili.sturhcil  by  rxtomtil  iibjct^u.  A  niiiiil  Umsouaw 
ibftably  1o)lp>'>I,  Mii<l  proti-ctnl  from  dintiirlwiioc,  ii  ntuiltaOlf 
most  likely  in  pi>rf<)riii  its  fVmotiuns  with  rcf^ubrity  ami  eau. 
By  dint  of  g<KMl  t'lttling  niorcovtT,  tliu  iiiortd  atid  nutlignant 
•oal,  vlud  i«  confitiiv]  in  th«  M}y\  luid  wliii:^,  by  ita  n^nf 
andmring:,  ]>iiii  ihr  irrjtaMr  trni]  in  thn  nri^horhood  of  ihl 
Iteart  la  an  intDlcrni'lo  p4w«inn,  Mid  iIiim  midcn  mm  cinHy 
and  quarrettKjniowhcD  hungry,  is  oompltloly  pBdfi«d, aUoDOK^ 
and  piit  to  r>^^( — uhtreupon  a  host  of  honest,  good-lt'llmr 
qualities  ainl  liimMu-urlM  utTiflions,  uliidi  lnul  lain  plitJu^ 
slyly  peepiiii;  "ut  of  thi*  Im-p-lwliit  of  tliK  heart,  finding  tin* 
oerbems  aslirp,  it<i  pluck  tip  llieir  spirits,  turn  out  oov  nod  aK 
in  their  boli<l^iy  suittt.ond  gunbol  up  and  down  ihodiaphr^a 
— disposing  tliclr  poiocssor  to  lmi)^ht4>r,  good  humor,  and  > 
thousand  friendly  oflioca  towtirds  hia  fellow  mortals. 

As  a  board  of  magistrates,  furnied  on  this  principle,  think 
but  very  liEtle,  they  arc  the  li>ss  lilicly  to  difft'r  and  wnuiglr 
about  favorite  opinions — and  as  they  generullv  irtaimaet  bun- 
ncss  upon  a  lu'arty  dinner,  they  are  naturnlly  dispnacd  to  h^ 
lenient  and  indulgent  in  the  ad  mini  ^t  rat  ion  nf  their  dutio^ 
Charlemagne  v.aa  conscious  of  this,  and  thert'fiiro  ordered  in 
his  cartularies,  that  no  judge  should  hold  a  court  of  jnatio^ 
except  in  the  rooming,  on  an  empty  stomach. — A  pitiful  nil^ 
which  I  can  never  fir^rive,  and  wliieh  I  warrant  bnro  hard  upo 
all  the  poor  culprits  in  the  kingdom.  The  more  «nli^ 
and  humano  generation  of  the  preeent  day  have  til 
opposite  course,  and  have  so  managed,  that  tl>e  aldann 
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the  beat  fed  men  in  the  community ;  feasting  lustily  on  the 
&t  tilings  of  the  land,  and  gorging  so  heartily  on  oysters  and 
turtles,  that  in  process  of  time  they  acquire  the  activity  of  the 
one,  and  the  form,  the  waddle,  and  the  green  &t  of  the  other. 
The  consequence  is,  as  I  have  just  said,  these  luxurious  fcastings 
do  produce  such  a  dulcet  equanimity  and  repose  of  the  soul, 
rational  and  irrational,  that  their  transactions  are  proverbial 
for  unvarying  monotony — and  the  profound  laws  which  they 
enact  in  their  dozing  moments,  amid  the  labors  of  digestion, 
are  quietly  suffered  to  remain  as  dead  letters,  and  never 
enforced,  when  awake.  In  a  word,  your  &ir,  round>bellied 
burgomaster,  like  a  full-fed  mastiff,  dozes  quietly  at  the  house- 
door,  always  at  home,  and  always  at  hand  to  watch  over  its 
safety — ^but  as  to  electing  a  lean,  meddling  candidate  to  the 
office,  as  has  now  and  then  been  done,  I  would  as  lief  put  a 
greyhound  to  watch  the  house,  or  a  race-horse  to  draw  an  ox 
wagon. 

The  bui^omasters  then,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  were 
wisely  chosen  by  weight,  and  the  schepens,  or  assistant  alder- 
men, were  appointed  to  attend  upon  them,  and  help  thom  eat ; 
but  the  latter,  in  the  course  of  time,  when  they  had  been  fed 
and  fiittened  into  sufficient  bulk  of  body  and  drowsiness  of 
bnun,  became  very  eligible  candidates  for  the  burgomasters' 
duurs,  having  fairly  eaten  themselves  into  office,  as  a  mouse 
eats  his  way  into  a  comfortable  lodgment  in  a  goodly,  blue- 
nosed,  akimmed  milk,  New-England  cheese. 

Nothing  could  equal  ihe  profound  deliberations  that  took 
place  between  the  renowned  Wouter,  and  these  his  worthy 
compeers,  unless  it  be  the  sage  divans  of  some  of  our  modem 
eorporatioQa.    They  would  sit  for  hours  smoking  and  dozing 
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over  public  ftflain  without  npv^kiDg  n  wurd  tu  InU-mipt  tlnC' 
perfect  BlUlni«tt,  no  luxvaanry  tu  dvt>p  roflcctiuD.  Undi-r  tba 
•ober  away  of  Woutcr  Vun  TwiIUt  and  thcM  his  wtwt)^ 
coadjutors,  thv  Infuiit  iipttleinrtit  wax««l  vigurnni  ap«^,i 
gradually  vmoi^in^;  tram  tbo  MwiunpN  and  forc«lJ>,aDd  fuduM^ 
log  that  iniiigk'd  a]i[H.-araiiu>  of  town  nnd  country,  cuatonury 
in  Bcir  cities,  and  whiiJi  nt  ihia  day  may  tw  witnewitid  in  iIm 
tity  uf  WsEsliingtim  ;  that  immnwc  mctropolia,  wliicli  nukb*  , 
w>  gloriuUN  an  n[>[>onnuia«  un  paper.  I 

It  was  a  plfjuing  aight  in  lliiiw!  time*,  to  bdx^  tba  WilMI^ 
burgher,  lik^  a  patriarch  uf  yore,  aoatod  on  the  bnodi  at  tii 
door  of  his  whitewashed  houae,  uiidcr  the  iihade  v(  aoma 
gigantic  syramore  nr  DVi-rhonging  willnw.  Hcru  would  ho 
smoke  his  pipe  of  a  sultry  aftiTnrion,  pnjnying  the  wufV  Boutliera 
bre«ze,  and  listening  with  silent  gratulation  to  thn  diicJting  iif 
his  hens,  the  cackling  of  his  geese,  and  the  Bonorous  gnnttiDg 
of  his  swine ;  that  combination  of  farm-yard  melody,  whidi 
may  truly  be  said  to  have  a  silver  sound,  inanmuch  u  it  oafr 
Ycys  a  certain  assurance  of  profitable  marketing. 

The  modem  spectator,  who  wanders  through  the  «k«U 
of  this  populous  city,  con  svarci'ly  form  an  idea  uf  the  dtfleroit 
appearance  tliey  presented  in  the  primitive  daya  of  il» 
Doubter.  The  busy  hum  of  iimltitudL«,  the  shouU  of  rcwilrj, 
the  rumbling  cquipagea  of  fashion,  the  rattling  of 
cartH,  and  all  the  spirit-grieving  sounds  of  brawlmg 
were  unknown  in  tbe  settlement  of  New  Amalerdam.  7W 
grass  pri'W  ijuierly  in  llii'  lii^liwiivs — llir  l.Ieatinii  nheep  and 
frolicksome  oalvea  sported  about  the  verdant  ridge,  wlm* 
tbe  Broadway  loungers  take  their  morning  stroll — the  oa 
fox  or  ravcnoua  wolf  skulked  in  tbe  woods,  wber«  nor  * 
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be  seen  the  dens  of  Gomez  and  his  righteous  fraternity  of 
money-bakers — and  flocks  of  vociferous  geese  cackled  about 
the  fields,  where  now  the  great  Tammany  wigwam  and  the 
patriotic  tavern  of  Martling  echo  with  the  wranglings  of  the 
mob. 

In  these  good  times  did  a  true  and  enviable  equality  of 

rank  and  property  prevail,  equally  removed  from  the  arrogance 

of  wealth,  and  the  servility  and  heart-burnings  of  repining 

poverty — ^and  what  in  my  mind  is  still  more  conducive  to 

tranquillity  and  harmony  among  friends,  a  happy  equality  of 

intellect  was  likewise  to  be  seen.     The  minds  of  the  good 

burghers  of  New  Amsterdam  seemed  all  to  have  been  cast  in 

€me  mould,  and  to  be  those  honest,  blunt  minds,  which,  like 

certain  manu&ctures,  are  made  by  the  gross,  and  considered 

as  exceedingly  good  for  common  use. 

Thus  it  happens  that  your  true  dull  minds  are  generally 
preferred  for  public-employ,  and  especially  promoted  to  city 
honors;  your  keen  intellects,  like  razors,  being  considered 
too  sharp  for  common  service.  I  know  that  it  is  common  to 
nul  at  the  unequal  distribution  of  riches,  as  the  great  source 
of  jealousies,  broils,  and  heart-breakings ;  whereas,  for  my 
part,  I. verily  believe  it  is  the  sad  inequality  of  intellect  that 
prevails,  that  embroils  communities  more  than  any  thing 
else ;  and  I  have  remarked  that  your  knowing  people,  who 
•re  so  much  wiser  than  any  body  else,  are  eternally  keeping 
society  in  a  ferment.  Happily  for  New  Amsterdam,  nothing 
of  the  kind  was  known  within  its  walls — the  very  words  of 
learning,  education,  taste,  and  talents  were  unheard  of — a 
irigfat  genius  was  an  animal  unknown,  and  a  blue  stocking 
idy  would  have  been  regarded  with  as  much  wonder  as  a 
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bnmeil  fmf;  or  a  fiery  draftfflL  No  nun  in  &rt  muaiJ  ti 
know  tnorv  ihAn  hit  iiciphhor,  nor  any  tniui  lo  faww  mm 
than  ail  iK'tir*!  man  KU^ht  lo  know,  wbi<  ham  oohttAy'*  hiaiiias 
to  mill'!  )>iil  liii  ouii  ;  thij  [>iirHi>n  ami  the  imunrjl  rJcrt  wnr 
the  <»ilv  nil  ti  Unit  cxilil  r<-a<l  lu  llie  iittnm unity,  and  iW 
nge  Viui  Tw  illtr  nlwaj4  Mi  lin  iiaine  with  k  otMi. 

Tbri.T  lin|<[>y  nnd  i^vrr  b  -nvinl  iKUe  Borghl  HMli^ 

in  all  till'  Mx-iirity  of  )iArmlr«  nn^Uiinnr»— annotkad  inj 
vmnTied  l)y  tht>  worlJ,  wilhr  imhilion,  without  ralaplorr, 
without  ricliOA,  vilhutit  iiMirnin  knd  all  thHr  train  nf  nwlusf 
oarca — :>ii<]  ni  of  yore,  in  tho  1  t«-r  dafa  of  man,  th«  dn^U-i 
were  V  out  I"  visit  hiriionrarth  i  id  bl«M  lUa  run)  habitati<'r^-. 
Ki  we  iir.-  rnlii,  ill  ilii-  HvlvBii  Juvh  iif  Ni'w  AmrtotYiam,  t:. 
good  8t.  Nii'hxlnii  wi>iil<l  cAi-n  mnk<'  hia  appntruioe  in  ^  < 
bclovcl  city,  of  a  holiiiny  aftimo'm.  ridin;; jollilf  sina*;lV 
tree-tops,  or  ovor  the  rooft  of  Ihc  hoiisra,  now  and  thra  draw- 
ing forth  mii^irioent  prewntn  fVom  his  bn<4>cfaea  p(xAeta,ai>l 
dropping  till-Ill  driwn  the  chimDeys  of  bin  favorltcft.  WhfM 
in  thew  di^ciierale  days  of  iron  and  broa*  he  nover  ritovs  ui 
tho  liglil  of  liis  c)uiitfrutn«.',  m.r  pvit  vlaila  ua,  aavn  one  tik.'t-'' 
in  the  year;  when  he  rattles  down  thu  chimnpy*  of  tho  ilc. 
BcendnnDi  nf  tho  patrinrt-hs,  mmfiniiijt  his  pn-«-rit»  merely  to  il» 
cbildnn.  in  tokon  "f  the  dofffiifriu-y  of  the  pnrrnts. 

Sudi  an-  Hie  eomfiirUtUe  arid  thriving  tfltcla  of  a  &t  po«- 
emment,  Thi-  provinee  of  the  New  Nelhorlnnda,<Ie«titnt«af 
wealth.  posHessn^  a  awcet  tnuir|ui1lily  that  wealth  could  nmr 
purchii-'''.  Tiiere  weri-  ii'illn-r  piiMir  ei.mmulirms,  nor  pri«il« 
quarrels ;  neither  parties,  nor  sects,  nor  achistna ;  bmI 
persecutions,  nor  trials,  nor  piiniMinientA ;  nor  wen  t 
counsellors,  attorneys,  catthpolls,  or  hangmen.     Ewrj 
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attended  to  what  little  business  he  was  lucky  enough  to  have, 
or  n^lected  it  if  he  pleased,  without  asking  the  opinion  of  his 
neighbor.      In  those  days  nobody  meddled   with  concerns 
above  his   comprehension ;  nor  thrust  his  nose   into  other 
people's  affairs ;  nor  neglected  to  correct  his  own  conduct,  and 
reform  his  own  character,  in  his  zeal  to  pull  to  pieces  the 
characters  of  others — but  in  a  word,  every  respectable  citizen 
eat  when  he  was  not  hungry,  drank  when  he  was  not  thirsty, 
and  went  rc^larly  to  bed  when  the  sun  set  and  the  fowls 
went  to  roost,  whether  he  were  sleepy  or  not ;  all  which  tend- 
ed so  remarkably  to  the  population  of  the  settlement,  that  I 
fc     am  told  every  dutiful  wife  throughout  New  Amsterdam  made 
:'    a  point  of  enriching  her  husband  with  at  least  one  child  a  year, 
and  very  often  a  brace— this  superabundance  of  good  things 
clearly  constituting  the  true  luxury  of  life,  according  to  the 
£ivorite  Dutch  maxim,  that  *'  more  than  enough  constitutes 
«  feast.''     Every  thing,  therefore,  went  on  exactly  as  it  should 
dOj  and  in  the  usual  words  employed  by  historians  to  express 
the  welfare  of  a  country, ''  the  profoundest  tranquillity  and 
repose  reigned  throughout  the  province." 


11  rANIFOI.D  iir>>  tho  tantoK  uid  ili«po9titianii  nf  tin  enli^ 
-'-'■*-  eneil  litt-niij.  «ho  Iiirn  ovrrtho  pagtvurkbrtoiy.  8>im* 
there  ho  whr>M>  iu-nrtn  am  hriinful  »f  tfas  ytmat  iif  nmh^iv 
and  whoM  IxmitmH  d'l  wurk,  wid  iiwol!,  and  fliwn.wjtli  anlritd 
vnlnr,  like  n  liurivl  of  new  cider,  or  a  traiti-hund  mpulu,  fml 
riNim  uRiliT  the  haii'U  of  hi>  Uilor.  Iliiii  doughty  cUmti 
KoAcn  can  Ih>  mtisli^  witli  nothing  birt  bloMly  b«tt]««,  wJ 
horriblo  <>niX'iintiTM  ;  Ihry  tniiat  h«  cnnlmuullystortnitigbr^ 
sacking  cities,  fl{>rin;^ini;  mines,  marchin)*  up  to  tha  maBW 
of  cannon,  charging  baymut  tiir-iit^-h  every  pagv,  md  rardliig 
in  gunpowder  and  carnage.  Otlii-re,  uho  are  ofA  Icm  mcrlili^ 
but  e<]ua11y  ardent  iina^i Nation,  and  who,  withal,  an  m  ruth 
given  to  thu  rnarvclluus,  will  dwidl  with  woiulmiu  utj^&Mfca 
on  descriptions  of  prodigioi,  unhmrd-of  vvMila,  hnir-Imi^tli 
escapes,  hariiv  iulvenliircy,  and  ull  tliuw  iistunliibing  lumlf — 
which  Just  amble  along  the  boundary  lino  of  poacibUitj. 
third  class,  who,  not  to  speak  slightly  of  them,treorA  li| 
turn,  and  skim  over  the  records  of  past  times,  as  xhay  do 
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the  edifying  pages  of  a  novel,  merely  for  relaxation  and  inno- 
cent amusement,  do  singularly  delight  in  treasons,  executions, 
Sabine  rapes,  Tarquin  outrages,  conflagrations,  murders,  and 
all  the  other  catalogue  of  hideous  crimes,  which  like  cayenne 
in  cookery,  do  give  a  pungency  and  flavor  to  the  dull  detail 
of  history — while  a  fourth  class,  of  more  philosophic  habits, 
do  diligently  pore  over  the  musty  chronicles  of  time,  to  in- 
vestigate the  operations  of  the  human  kind,  and  watch  the 
gradual  changes  in  men  and  manners,  eflected  by  the  progress 
of  knowledge,  the  vicissitudes  of  events,  or  the  influence  of 
situation. 

If  the  three  first  classes  find  but  little  wherewithal  to 
solace  themselves  in  the  tranquil  reign  of  Wouter  Van  Twil- 
ler,  I  entreat  them  to  exert  their  patience  for  a  while,  and 
bear  with  the  tedious  picture  of  happiness,  prosperity,  and 
peace,  which  my  duty  as  a  faithfiil  historian  obliges  me  to  draw ; 
and  I  promise  them  that  as  soon  as  I  can  possibly  alight  on  any 
thing  horrible,  uncommon,  or  impossible,  it  shall  go  hard,  but 
I  will  make  it  afford  them  entertainment.  This  being  pre- 
mised, I  turn  with  great  complacency  to  the  fourth  class  of 
my  readers,  who  are  men,  or,  if  possible,  women  after  my  own 
liesrt ;  grave,  philosophical,  and  investigating ;  fond  of  ana- 
lyzing characters,  of  taking  a  start  from  first  causes,  and  so 
hunting  a  nation  down,  through  all  the  mazes  of  innovation 
and  improvement.  Such  will  naturally  be  anxious  to  witness 
the  first  development  of  the  newly-hatched  colony,  and  the 
primitive  manners  and  customs  prevalent  among  its  inhabi- 
tants, during  the  halcyon  reign  of  Van  Twiller  or  the  Doubter. 

I  will  not  grieve  their  patience,  however,  by  describing 
minutely  the  increase  and  improvement  of  New  Amsterdanu 


IM 
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Tbdr  owii  {magUutlom  will  doubtlcM  pnwDt  to  tlwn  tb 
good  liurgliPN,  lilio  HO  nuuiy  p«liirt«fch>|;  and  i*eneveriiit 
btATcn,  slowly  and  aurdy  pumiiiitc  Uudr  UIhmw— tlie/  wifl 
belM^  the  pnwpi'niiis  traunrunnitliixi  tn>tn  tbe  ra)«  kig^ut 
to  tlw  Rtftti'ly  Dutch  inunnua,  with  )>rWlc  front,  gland  «it^ 
dowa,  and  lilml  ro<if;  from  the  tAu^lnl  thidtot  to  iho  iwat- 
TUnt  calilfa$;ck^rdcn ;  and  from  the  akulking  Indian  lo  tin 
pond«roii8  bur^inahtcr.  In  ft  word,  tkrf  will  pkum  tu 
thoMelvM,  the  iit<-iidy,  nilvnt,  and  ondaviatlitg  mordi  of  pn» 
perity,  incident  to  a  city  doMiliitn  of  pridn  or  amUtkff^  dtw- 
ialied  hy  &  fat  govcrnmont,  and  wboM  dUauia  do  unUil^{  ta  a 
burry. 

Tho  sage  oiuiieil,  ait  has  l*cn  mpnilonwl  in  a  preceding 
chapter,  not  being  altlo  to  deteniiino  upou  any  [ilan  Ixir  the 
building  nf  their  city — ihc  eowt,  in  a  laudaUu  St  of  patriot- 
ism, tooli  it  under  their  peeulinr  charge,  and  as  thoy  wtat  to 
and  from  pasture,  eatAblished  jiallu  through  thr>  busbea,  on 
each  side  of  whiuh  the  gtiod  follcs  liuilt  their  houses ;  whkli  it 
one  cause  of  the  rambling  ond  plcturi'si^uo  tuma  and  Ubv> 
rinths  whit-b  disliiigubh  certain  str°«t8  of  N«w  York  at  tliit 
very  day. 

The  houses  of  llio  higliT  class  were  generally  ooRHtmctrl 
of  wood,  exccpiing  the  gabln  end,  which  was  of  small  hiack  and 
yellow  Dutch  bric-ks,  aiid  always  faoed  on  the  strvwt,  as  ctr 
anoesti^rrs,  like  their  descendants,   Were  very  n>iich  givvn  U 
outward  show,  and  were  noted  for  putting  the  beat  le|^ 
rnoet.     Hio  house  was  always  furnished  with  ihimdii 
large  doors  and  smalt  windows  on  every  floor,  tha  datmo 
erection  was  curiously  designated  by  iron  flgurea  ontba 
and  on  the  top  of  the  roof  was  perched  a  fierce  littla  n 
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oock,  to  let  the  family  into  the  important  secret,  which  way 
the  wind  blew.  These,  like  the  weathercocks  on  the  tops  of 
our  steeples,  pointed  so  many  different  ways,  that  every  man 
could  have  a  wind  to  his  mind  ; — the  most  stanch  and  loyal 
citizens,  however,  always  went  according  to  the  weathercock 
on  the  top  of  the  governor's  house,  which  was  certainly  the 
most  correct,  as  he  had  a  trusty  servant  employed  every 
morning  to  climb  up  and  set  it  to  the  right  quarter. 

In  those  good  days  of  simplicity  and  sunshine,  a  passion 
for  cleanliness  was  the  leading  principle  in  domestic  economy, 
and  the  universal  test  of  an  able  housewife — a  character  which 
formed  the  utmost  ambition  of  our  unenlightened  grandmoth- 
ers. The  front  door  was  never  opened,  except  on  marriages, 
funerals,  new  year's  days,  the  festival  of  St.  Nicholas,  or  some 
such  great  occasion.  It  was  ornamented  with  a  gorgeous 
brass  knocker,  curiously  wrought,  sometimes  in  the  device  of 
a  dogf  and  sometimes  of  a  lion's  head,  and  was  daily  burnished 
with  such  religious  zeal,  that  it  was  ofltimes  worn  out  by  the 
very  precautions  taken  for  its  preservation.  The  whole  house 
was  constantly  in  a  state  of  inundation,  under  the  discipline  of 
mops  and  brooms  and  scrubbing  brushes ;  and  the  good  house- 
wives of  those  days  were  a  kind  of  amphibious  animal,  delight' 
ing  exceedingly  to  be  dabbling  in  water — insomuch  that  an 
historian  of  the  day  gravely  tells  us,  that  many  of  his  towns- 
women  grew  to  have  webbed  fingers  like  unto  a  duck ;  and 
some  of  them,  he  had  little  doubt,  could  the  matter  be  exam- 
ined into,  would  be  found  to  have  the  tails  of  mermaids — but 
this  I  look  upon  to  be  a  mere  sport  of  fancy,  or  what  is 
worse,  a  wilful  misrepresentation. 

Hie  grand  parlor  was  the  sanctum  sanctonmii  where  the 
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pMHion  for  dr.iTiiiij;  was  itidulgMl  without  coolrol. 
ncred  apartmrnt  no  one  ww  [xTmiltird  lo  (rDlrr,  exci^dl 
mistreas  and  li<  r  i  otiliilmliu]  muitl,  who  viMtdd  il  ttaan  a 
lor  the  purpo*!-  nC  t;i\-ing  it  n  thiiroiiKh  rjcwiing,  and  puUing 
things  to  right- — .ilnHVn  tukinf;  (he  jirrcaution  of  Icnving  that 
ahoea  at  ttte  (lor.r,  nnil  rnU-ring  dcvniitly  or  thoir  sUicking 
feet.  After  ai'nil.Mng  the  floor,  Bf>rinkltng  it  with  fine  irhtta 
aand,  whidi  vhh  curiously  atrobcal  into  vif;Ioa  and  eurvea,  and 
ibombwda  irith  a  linmin — aAorwashin|>  the  « induws,  nibbiqg 
and  polishing  Uu'  furniluro,  and  puUiii^  a  nt<w  hiini^  of  ever- 
graeaM  bi  tbt^  I'lri-plAtv — the  window  fthuttora  w«n  ^aifl 
dosed  to  kwfi  .mt  t!ic  llifs.  nnd  tlic  n^^m  c.wfiiMv  I'-cltPd  up 
until  the  revolution  of  lime  brought  round  the  weekly  dean- 
ing-day. 

As  to  the  fomilr,  they  always  entered  iti  at  the  gate,  aod 
most  generally  li^ed  in  the  kitohcn.  To  have  seen  k  numo*- 
ous  household  assembled  round  the  fire,  one  would  hate 
imagined  that  he  was  transported  bock  to  those  happy  days  of 
primeval  simplicity,  which  float  before  our  imaginationa  like 
golden  visions.  The  fireplaces  were  of  a  truly  patriarchal 
magnitude,  where  the  whole  family,  old  and  young,  master 
and  servant,  black  and  white,  nny,  even  the  very  cat  and  do^ 
enjoyed  a  community  of  privilege,  and  had  each  a  right  to  a 
comer.  Ilere  the  old  burgher  would  ait  in  perfect  aflcna^ 
puffing  his  pipe,  looking  in  the  fire  with  half  shut  eyea,  and 
thinking  of  nothing  for  hours  together ;  the  goede  ttoqw  m 
lite  opposite  side  would  employ  herself  diligently  in  i[iiiiHh" 
yarn,  or  knitting  etockings.  The  young  folks  would  cmt 
around  the  hearth,  listening  with  breathless  attcntios  to  aoi 
old  orcKie  of  a  n^o,  who  was  the  oracle  of  the  fiun 


HI8T0BT  OF  NEW  YORK.  169 

who,  perched  like  a  raven  in  a  comer  of  the  chimney,  would 
croak  forth  for  a  long  winter  afternoon  a  string  of  incredible 
stories  about  Now  England  witches — ^grisly  ghosts,  horses 
without  heads — and  hair-breadth  escapes  and  bloody  encoun- 
ters among  the  Indians. 

In  those  happy  days  a  well-r^ulated  family  always  rose 
with  the  dawn,  dined  at  eleven,  and  went  to  bed  at  sunset. 
Dinner  was  invariably  a  private  meal,  and  the  fat  old  burgh- 
ers showed  incontestible  signs  of  disapprobation  and  uneasi- 
ness at  being  surprised  by  a  visit  from  a  neighbor  on  such 
occasions.  But  though  our  worthy  ancestors  were  thus  sin- 
gularly averse  to  giving  dinners,  yet  they  kept  up  the  social 
bands  of  intimacy  by  occasional  banquetings,  called  teorpar- 
ties. 

These  fashionable  parties  were  generally  confined  to  the 
higher  classes,  or  noblesse,  that  is  to  say,  such  as  kept  their 
own  cows,  and  drove  their  own  wagons.  The  company  com- 
monly assembled  at  three  o'clock,  and  went  away  about  six, 
unless  it  was  in  winter  time,  when  the  fashionable  hours  were 
a  little  earlier,  that  the  ladies  might  get  home  before  dark. 
The  tea-table  was  crowned  with  a  huge  earthen  dish,  well 
stored  with  slices  of  fat  pork,  fried  brown,  cut  lip  into  mor- 
sels, and  swimming  in  gravy.  The  company  being  seated 
round  the  genial  board,  and  each  furnished  with  a  fork,  evinced 
their  dexterity  in  launching  at  the  fattest  pieces  in  this  mighty 
dish — in  much  the  same  manner  as  sailors  harpoon  porpoises 
at  sea,  or  our  Indians  spear  salmon  in  the  lakes.  Sometimes 
the  table  was  graced  with  immense  apple  pies,  or  saucers  full 
of  preserved  peaches  and  pears ;  but  it  was  always  sure  to 

boast  an  enormous  dish  of  balls  of  sweetened  dough,  fried  in 
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hog'*  fat,  «nd  callod  dt-uj^nutB,  or  oIyko«k»- 

of  take,  U  prcHuit  si-aru!  kiiuwii  l»  this  city,  oxoupt  in  gcnulim 

DuUih  fiuiiiliiit. 

Tho  Uut  wu  iKTVod  mit  of  K  majeMio  dolft  toft-pot,  orM»- 
ini'ntul  with  piiinliiig!t  of  fat  little  Dututj  *hcphor(lit  and  aitep- 
iMrdtswc*  toiitling  pigs— with  Imtt*  wiilitig  ill  the  &lr,  md 
bouMabuUt  in  tiu>  cluu<l«,  and  Humlry  othur  itig<»iH)uii  Doufe 
&ntMies,  Tbe  Ih'aiix  ilistiiunii*hc<l  lhR»i*plvM  bj-  their  ttdnMl> 
nMB  in  re<pl0iii*hiuff  this  put  from  n  bupt"  eopprr  inukMtln, 
which  would  hiiv«  mado  tiie  piffaty  mscanniiM  xf  thcK<  dfgfn- 
prat«  dayi  sweat  men-ljr  to  louk  1  It.  To  •weMMi  lh«  bov- 
em;!*!.  o  Itnnp  of  wipir  was  bid  lB?jiidi>  «u-h  cup — .md  tb» 
company  alternately  niliblcd  and  sippfd  with  groat  decomm, 
until  an  improvunient  was  iiitn>iiuoi>d  by  a  shrewd  and  eco- 
nomic old  lady,  which  was  to  suspend  a  large  lump  directly 
over  the  tea  table,  by  a  titring  from  the  ceiling,. SO  that  U 
could  bo  swung  from  moulh  Uy  mouth — an  ingcnioua  expfr- 
di^t,  whit'h  is  still  kept  up  by  some  families  in  Albuiy ;  but 
which  prevails  without  exccptiuii  in  Cummuiiipaw,  Bwgn, 
Fhttbush,  and  all  our  uncontauiiuuto)  Dutch  villages. 

At  thi'sc  primitive  tco-parlii's  the  utmost  propriety  and 
dignity  of  deportment  ].rfvaiU>.I.  Nd  flirting  nor  ooquettii^ 
— no  gamblin;^  of  old  laiilii's  m.r  h.iydeu  i-hiUlering  and  romp- 
ing of  young  ones — no  wlf-satisfied  struttings  of  wealthy  pit- 
tlemen,  with  their  bruins  in  their  pix-kets — nor  amusing  coo- 
ceits,  and  monkey  divcrti^cmenls,  of  smiirt  young  gentleraai, 
with  no  brains  at  all.  (>n  the  contrary,  the  young  ladicx 
pcated  themselves  demurely  in  their  rush-bottomed  cJimrs,iw 
knit  their  own  woollen  gtockings  ;  nor  ever  opened  their  Up 
excepting   to  aay  yak   Mynkttr,  or,  yah  ya  Kroww,  |o 
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question  that  was  asked  them ;  behaving  in  all  things,  like 
decent,  well-educated  damsels.  As  to  the  gentlemen,  each  of 
them  tranquilly  smoked  his  pipe,  and  seemed  lost  in  contem- 
plation of  the  blue  and  white  tiles  with  which  the  fireplaces 
were  decorated ;  wherein  sundry  passages  of  Scripture  were 
piously  portrayed — ^Tobit  and  his  dog  figured  to  great  advan- 
tage ;  Haman  swung  conspicuously  on  his  gibbet,  and  Jonah 
appeared  most  manfully  bouncing  out  of  the  whale,  like  Har- 
lequin through  a  barrel  of  fire. 

The  parties  broke  up  without  noise  and  without  confusion. 
They  were  carried  home  by  their  own  carriages,  that  is  to  say, 
by  the  vehicles  nature  had  provided  them,  excepting  such  of 
the  wealthy  as  could  afford  to  keep  a  wagon.  The  gentlemen 
gallantly  attended  their  fair  ones  to  their  respective  abodes, 
and  took  leave  of  them  with  a  hearty  smack  at  the  door : 
which,  as  it  was  an  established  piece  of  etiquette,  done  in  per- 
fect simplicity  and  honesty  of  heart,  occasioned  no  scandal  at 
that  time,  nor  should  it  at  the  present — if  our  great-grandfa- 
thers approved  of  the  custom,  it  would  argue  a  great  want  of 
deference  in  their  descendants  to  say  a  word  against  it. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


TN  Ihia  dulcet  period  of  my  history,  when  the  beauteous  1 
-■-  and  of  Manna-hata  presented  a  Boene,  the  very  oountei 
of  those  glowring  pictures  drawn  of  the  golden  reign  of  Satu 
there  was,  as  I  have  before  observed,  a  happy  ignorance,  * 
honest  simplieity  prevalent  among  its  inhaliitsnts,  whii'b. 
were  I  even  able  to  depict,  would  be  but  little  understood  hy 
the  degenerate  age  for  which  1  am  doomed  to  write.  Even 
the  female  Bex,  those  arch  innovators  upon  (he  Irani] uilliiy' 
the  honesty,  and  gray-beard  customs  of  society,  seemed  for  » 
while  to  conduct  themselves  with  incredible  sobriety  an" 
comeliness. 

Their  hair,  untortured  by  the  abominations  of  art,  v** 
scrupulously  pomatumed  back  from  their  foreheads  with  * 
ctuidle,  and  covered  with  a  little  cap  of  quilted  calieo,  which 
fitted  exactly  to  their  heads.  Their  petticoats  of  linsej-wiK"" 
sey  were  striped  wiih  a  voriety  of  gorgeous  dyes — thoUfH 
must  confess  these  gallant  garments  were  rather  short,  8i«r** 
reaching  below  the  knee  ;  but  then  they  made  up  in  the  nt*"*' 
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W,  which  generally  equalled  that  of  the  gentleman's  small 
clothes;  and  what  is  still -more  prabeworthy,  they  were  all 
of  their  own  manufacture— of  which  circumstance,  as  may  well 
^  supposed,  they  were  not  a  little  vain. 

These  were  the  honest  days  in  which  every  woman  staid 
»t  home,  read  the  Bible,  and  wore  pockets — ^ay,  and  that  too 
of  a  goodly  size,  fashioned  with  patchwork  into  many  curious 
<lcvice8,  and  ostentatiously  worn  on  the  outside.  These,  in 
^  were  convenient  receptacles,  where  all  good  housewives 
^'M^ully  stored  away  such  things  as  they  wished  to  have  at 
^d;  by  which  means  they  often  came  to  be  incredibly 
<^rammed — and  I  remember  there  was  a  story  current  when  I 
^as  a  boy  that  the  lady  of  Wouter  Van  Twiller  once  had 
occasion  to  empty  her  right  pocket  in  search  of  a  wooden 
^adle,  when  the  contents  filled  a  couple  of  corn  baskets,  and 
^  utensil  was  discovered  lying  among  some  rubbish  in  one 
corner — but  we  must  not  give  too  much  faith  to  all  these 
'^ries;  the  anecdotes  of  those  remote  periods  being  very 
"ohject  to  exaggeration. 

Besides  these  notable  pockets,  they  likewise  wore  scissors 
^^  pincushions  suspended  from  their  girdles  by  red  ribands, 
or  among  the  more  opulent  and  showy  classes,  by  brass,  and 
even  silver  chains — indubitable  tokens  of  thrifly  housewives 
^d  industrious  spinsters.  I  cannot  say  much  in  vindication 
of  the  shortness  of  the  petticoats  ;  it  doubtless  was  intrcxluccd 
f'^r  the  purpose  of  giving  the  stockings  a  chance  to  be  seen, 
^hich  were  generally  of  blue  worsted  with  magnificent  red 
clocks — or  perhaps  to  display  a  well-turned  ankle,  and  a  neat, 
though  serviceable  foot,  set  off  by  a  high-heeled  leathern  shoe, 
^th  a  large  and  splendid  silver  buckle.     Thus  we  find  that 


174  uumitr  or  xew  tous. 


tho  gentle  acx  in  all  ngr*  bx<-ts  shnwii  Iho  ume  di^xwitioa 
to  infrin}^  a  little  upon  tho  laws  of  dciconim,  in  prdar  to  hetnj 
k  lurking  bcnuty,  or  gratify  an  LjincK«RL  love  of  finery. 

From  tixv  xkfU-li  hvm  fWva,  it  will  b«  Keen  tlut  our  foud 
^Tandmolhrn  clitTcr^  mniiiikntbly  iii  tlifir  Ideas  of  m  fin* 
fif^ura  rn>m  Utclr  luvintily  drcmwil  dcacvnitiuita  ot  tb«  jii  wiiiil 
liny,  A  fuui  la>ly,  in  ihiMo  Udum,  wad<Ilod  under  more  dotlici^ 
tivea  on  a  fair  «unimT's  day,  thnn  would  have  clad  ttte  wbol« 
bevy  of  a  modem  ball-room.  Nor  wore  tliey  tho  Ivm  twlmirad 
by  tho  i»«itlem*'n  in  conaequonc*  tWreof,  On  tlie  ooflt««ry, 
tho  grraturas  of  a  iover'a  pawlon  auem«d  to  InoreaM  itt  pio-  . 
portion  lo  llif  iriugiiituiK-  i)f  iis  nlj.-ct — ami  it  vuluminous  dam- 
Mi  arrayed  in  a  dozen  of  petticoats,  was  declared  by  ft  Low 
Dutdi  BonnetAer  of  the  provinco  to  be  radiant  as  a  Bunflower, 
and  luxuriant  aa  a  full-blown  cabbage.  Certain  it  ia,  that  in 
those  days  the  heart  of  a  lover  could  not  contain  more  tltsn 
one  lady  at  a  time ;  whereas  the  heart  of  a  modem  gallaat 
has  often  room  enough  to  accommodate  half  a  douo.  Tha 
reason  of  which  I  conclude  to  be,  that  cither  the  hearts  of  ths 
gentlemen  have  grown  larger,  or  the  persons  of  the  ladies 
smaller — this,  however,  is  a  question  for  physiologists  to  d» 
termine. 

But  there  was  a  secret  charm  in  these  petticoats,  whidi, 
no  doubt,  entered  into  the  consideration  of  the  pmdeat  gat 
lants.  The  wardrobe  of  a  latly  was  in  ihoso  days  hep  only  he- 
tune  ;  and  she  who  hod  a  good  stock  of  petl  icoats  and  stocktngit 
was  as  absolutely  an  heirt'ss  oa  is  a  Kamschatka  damsel  wt^ 
a  store  of  bearskins,  or  a  Lapland  belle  with  a  plenty  at  i# 
deer.  The  ladies,  therefore,  were  very  anxious  to  ^i^ 
these  powerful  attractions  to  the  greatest  advantage }  m 
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best  rooms  in  the  house,  instead  of  being  adorned  with  carica- 
tures of  dame  Nature,  in  water  colors  and  needle  work,  were 
always  hung  round  with  abundance  of  homespun  garments, 
the  manufacture  and  the  property  of  the  females — a  piece  of 
laudable  ostentation  that  still  prevails  among  the  heiresses  of 
our  Dutch  villages. 

The  gentlemen,  in  fact,  who  figured  in  the  circles  of  the 
gay  world  in  these  ancient  times,  corresponded,  in  most  par- 
ticulars, with  the  beauteous  damsels  whose  smiles  they  were 
ambitious  to  deser\'e.  True  it  is,  their  merits  would  make 
but  a  very  inconsiderable  impression  upon  the  heart  of  a  mod- 
em fair ;  they  neither  drove  their  curricles,  nor  sported  their 
tandems,  for  as  yet  those  gaudy  vehicles  were  not  even  dreamt 
of — neither  did  they  distinguish  themselves  by  their  brilliancy 
at  the  table,  and  their  consequent  rencontres  with  watchmen, 
for  our  forefathers  were  of  too  pacific  a  disposition  to  need 
those  guardi^is  of  the  night,  every  soul  throughout  the  town 
being  sound  asleep  before  nine  o'clock.  Neither  did  they 
establish  their  cl^ms  to  gentility  at  the  expense  of  their  tai- 
lors— for  as  yet  those  offenders  against  the  pockets  of  society, 
and  the  tranquillity  of  all  aspiring  young  gentlemen,  were 
unknown  in  New  Amsterdam ;  every  good  housewife  made 
the  clothes  of  her  husband  and  family,  and  even  the  goede 
vrouw  of  Van  Twiller  himself  thought  it  no  disparagement  to 
cat  out  her  husband's  linsey-woolsey  galligaskins. 

Not  but  what  there  were  some  two  or  three  youngsters 

Trho  manifested  the  first  dawning  of  what  is  called  fire  and 

spirit ;  who  held  all  labor  in  contempt ;  skulked  about  docks 

and  market-places ;  loitered  in  the  sunshine ;  squandered  what 

little  money  they  could  procure  at  hustle-cap  and  chuck-far- 


1(4  mnomr  nr  xinr  roui. 

thing;  wvon;  botnt,  fiiught  rtK-ln,  anl  n^nl  tlwir  HMghborii 
honn — in  oliorl.  »h<i  promiwd  to  W-  tbe  wowIit,  tba  tall, 

andBbomiiiitiJoiKif  iliK'  biiru.liBil  not  tk-ir  •tylwhcanwr  biM 
nnfortiinktelv  i-ni  nhurl  )i}  wi  alUr  of  hunur  with  ■  wUjifiiif^ 
port. 

Ttr  other,  liiiw.'vi>r,  wu  Iruljr  fiuhhKialtli!  ^MtknoB 

of  Umm  da>n— hli  ilri-4*,  w  rrviNl  fiir  kith 

ereoing,  str<'<  i  mi'l  druw  luit-o  ,  wm  »  DaMy^wooJas;  na^ 
nude,  perhiijii.  h\  ilu  fair  htunl  itf  tha  tnUnoa  uf  ha 
tiona,  and  |::il!uii(l,v  W.lf(-k«il  b  ahuuhatM  of  laqp  kia 
buttons— huir  n  i»»ru  of  kmithn  hrightomJ  I)m  propoctiMt 
of  hill  figuri' — 'lii->  kIkm's  »i'n>  ili-oonil«<l  bj  cnummtu  n>;ipff 
liucklcs — a  lou-rrciiAiKtl  bnHul-rimiiiMl  hat  tivrxiOMdim-vd  W 
liurly  vi!iag4-,  anil  liia  Imir  duaglul  dowu  Us  bfti-Jt  in  a  {vcA 
gious  queup  of  n-Ukin. 

Thu9  (xiuij^fny],  he  would  manfidlf  aallj-  fjiih  with  jif 
in  mouth  tii  Vaictfc  aiiinc  fair  dariiM-l'a  obdurate 
auc'h  a  pipe,  gmxl  ri'wlor,  lut  tliat  which  Aei>  dKl  atrvrtl; 
in  praise  i)f  his  UnlaU.'A,  but  one  of  true  Dtlft 
and  furnish-iHl  with  n  cliur;!^'  uf  fraKraiiL  ImImi-vo.  With  itt 
would  he  res<>lul<-ly  ni-t  hiiiiHt-lf  duMii  bi-rt>n:  tho  rurlreasinl 
rsruly  failed,  in  tite  pr<>eeiM  of  tinip,  to  uii'iko  the  fair  eaenj 
into  ft  aurrcNder,  upon  himorabli'  lerm». 

Such  was  ilie  liappy  nign  ')f  Woiiter  Van  Twill<ir,  e^ 
brated  in  many  u  luiig  furgullen  aon^  aa  the  real  goldmigi; 
the  rest  bcititj  ii->thiiiK  but  euuiil''rfi'il  eopper-waaihed  oJl 
In  that  deliglitfut  j«ri..il.  ii  swwl  aii.l  huly  calm  r(.i^H,l  — 
the  whole  province.  The  burgomaster  amoked  hia  ] 
peace — tbe  aubstantlul  kuIooc  of  his  domestic  carea,  m 
daily  toils  were  done,  sat  soberly  at  the  door,  with  1 
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crossed  over  her  apron  of  snowy  white,  without  being  insulted 
with  ribald  street  walkers  or  vagabond  boys — those  unlucky 
urchins  who  do  so  infest  our  streets,  displaying,  under  the 
roses  of  youth,  the  thonis  and  briers  of  iniquity.  Then  it  was 
that  the  lover  with  ten  breeches,  and  the  damsel  with  petti- 
coats of  half  a  score,  indulged  in  all  the  innocent  endearments 
of  virtuous  love  without  fear  and  without  reproach ;  for  what 
had  that  virtue  to  fear,  which  was  defended  by  a  shield  of  good 
linsey-woolseys,  equal  at  least  to  the  seven  bull  hides  of  the 
invincible  Ajax  1 

Ah  blissful,  and  never  to  be  forgotten  age !  when  every 
thing  was  better  than  it  has  ever  been  since,  or  ever  will  be 
again — when  Buttermilk  Channel  was  quite  dry  at  low  water 
— when  the  shad  in  the  Hudson  were  all  salmon,  and  when 
the  niooh  shone  with  a  pure  and  resplendent  whiteness,  instead 
of  that  melancholy  yellow  light  which  is  the  consequence  of 
her  sickening  at  the  abominations  she  every  night  witnesses 
in  this  degenerate  city  ! 

Happy  would  it  have  been  for  New  Amsterdam  could  it 
always  have  existed  in  this  state  of  blissful  ignorance  and 
lowly  simplicity,  but  alas  I  the  days  of  childhood  are  too 
sweet  to  last !  Cities,  like  men,  grow  out  of  them  in  time, 
and  are  doomed  alike  to  grow  into  the  bustle,  the  cares,  and 
miseries  of  the  world.  Let  no  man  congratulate  himself, 
when  he  beholds  the  child  of  his  bosom  or  the  city  of  his  birth 
increasing  in  magnitude  and  importance — let  the  history  of  his 
own  lifb  teach  him  the  dangers  of  the  one,  and  this  excellent 
little  history  of  Manna-hata  convince  him  of  the  calamities  of 


TT  has  already  Ik^'D  mentioned  that,  in  the  early  times  d 
-*-  OI-ilT;  the  Dreamer,  a  frontier  pi^t,  or  trading  huiuv, 
called  Fort  Aurania,  had  been  established  on  the  upper  wolen 
«.f  ihe  Hudson,  preeisi-ly  on  the  site  of  the  prrsent  venunhlf 
city  of  Albany  ;  which  was  at  that  time  cun»dcred  at  tht-verr 
end  of  the  habitable  world.  It  was,  indcMl,  a  rt-moto  puav- 
sinn  with  which,  fur  a  long  time.  New  Amsterdam  bdd  hitt 
little  int^rtouree.  Now  sru]  then  the  "  Company's  Yacht,"  u 
it  was  called,  was  sent  to  the  fort  with  supplivs,  and  t'l  bring 
away  the  peltries  which  had  been  purehasfd  of  the  lmlii»*> 
It  waa  like  on  expedition  to  the  liidias,  or  the  North  Pule,!! 
always  made  great  talk  in  the  settlement.  Suinctiraes  1^ 
adv4!nttirous  butcher  wouM  accompany  the  expi^lion,  to  tl 
gnwt  uneasiness  of  his  frit-nils;  but,  on  hia  retitm,  I 
tnany  aturies  to  toll  of  storms  and  tempests  on 
Zee ;  of  hiiI<^bliTis  in  the  Ilijflilands  and  at  iho  Devib  T 
Kammer,  and  of  ilU  the  other  wonders  luid  perils  with  « 
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er  abounded  in  those  early  days,  that  he  deterred 
s   adventurous   inhabitants    from    following    his   ex- 

• 

:ters  were  in  this  state,  when,  one  day,  as  Walter  the 
T  and  his  burgermeesters  were  smoking  and  pondering 
e  affairs  of  the  province,  they  were  roused  by  the  re- 
a  cannon.  Sallying  forth,  they  beheld  a  strange  vessel 
or  in  the  bay.  It  was  unquestionably  of  Dutch  build  ; 
oottomed  and  high  pooped,  and  bore  the  flag  of  their 
[ightincsses  at  the  mast-head. 

3r  a  while  a  boat  put  off  for  land,  and  a  stranger 
[  on  shore,  a  lofly,  lordly  kind  of  man,  tall  and  dry, 
meagre  face,  fiimished  with  huge  moustaches.  He  was 
Flemish  doublet  and  hose,  and  an  insufferably  tall  hat 
cocktail  feather.  Such  was  the  patroon  Killian  Van 
aer,  who  had  come  out  from  Holland  to  found  a  colony 
x)nship  on  a  great  tract  of  wild  land,  granted  to  him 
r  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  General,  in  the 
egions  of  the  Hudson. 

ian  Van  Kenscllaer  was  a  nine  days'  wonder  in  New 
dam ;  for  he  carried  a  high  head,  looked  down  upon 
■tly,  short-logged  burgomasters,  and  owned  no  alle- 
to  the  governor  himself;  boasting  that  he  held  his 
ship  directly  from  the  Lords  States  General, 
tarried  but  a  short  time  in  New  Amsterdam  ;  merely 
up  recruits  for  his  colony.  Few,  however,  ventured 
t  for  those  remote  and  savage  regions  ;  and  when  they 
ed,  their  friends  took  leave  of  them  as  if  they  should 
56  them  more ;  and  stood  gazing  with  tearful  eye  as 
t,  round-stemod  little  vessel  ploughed  and  splashed  its 
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way  up  the  Hudson,  with  great  noise  oitd  little  prognsB,  H 
ing  noKrly  a  day  to  get  out  of  sight  of  the  city. 

And  now,  from  lime  to  time,_lliHit4^d  down  tidings  b 
Miuihattocs  of  the  growing  importance  of  this  new  c 
Every  account  represented  Killian  Van  Rcnscllaer  j 
in  imporlanco  and  becoming  n  mighty  pntroou  in  tJ 
He  hod  received  more  recruits  from  Holland.     HU 
sliip  of  ncnsellaerK'ick  lay  immediately  below  Fort  A 
and  Mtonded  for  several  niilea  on  each  side  of  the  Huds 
Leside  embracing  the  mountainous  r^ion  of  the  Heldcrbcq,  J 
Over  all  this  ho  claimed  lo  hold  separate  jurisdictitin  li 
dent  of  Ihe  coloniol  authorities  of  New  Amsterdam. 

All  these  assumptions  of  authority  were  duly  repc 
Governor  Van  Twiller  and  his  council,  by  diapatchci  t 
Fort  Aurania ;  at  each  new  report  the  governor  and  hb  a| 
sellora  looked  at  each  other,  raised  tlicir  eyebrows,  gavfl 
oslra  pulTor  two  of  smoke,  and  then  relapsed  into  their  u 
tranquillity. 

At  length  tidings  camo  that  ihc  pntroon  of  RcnacIIae 
bod  extended  his  usurpations  along  tlie  river,  beyond  tl 
its  granted  him  by  their  High  Mightinesses  ;  and  that  h 
even  seized  upon  a  rocky  island  iu  the  Hudsun,u 
known  by  the  name  of  Beam  or  Bear's  Island ;  where  h< 
erecting  a  fortress  to  bo  called  by  the  lordly  nuntf  of  E 

Wouter  Van  TwUlcr  was   roused   by  ihis   inlcUigi 
After  consulting  with  his  bur^masters,  he  dispatched  a 
to  the  palronnofKcnsellacrwiti,  demanding  by  wli.it  r^hth 
bad  seized  upon  this  ishuid,  which  Iny  Ix'yrmd  the  biiuDJ 
his  patroonship.     Tho  answer  'if  Killi.m  Wtsx  Hciisc 
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ds  own  lordly  style,  "  By  wapen  recht !  "  that  is  to  say,  by 
right  of  arms,  or,  in  common  parlance,  by  club-law.  This 
■rer  plunged  the  worthy  Wouter  in  one  of  the  deepest 
l>ts  he  had  in  the  whole  course  of  his  administration ;  in 
meantime,  while  Wouter  doubted,  the  lordly  Killian  went 
to  finish  his  fortress  of  Rensellaerstein,  about  which  I  fore- 
I  shall  have  something  to  record  in  a  future  chapter  of  this 
St  eventful  history. 


■DM  TiBT  mmai 

IN  the  year  ui  "iir  l^>nJ  onp  ihmiund  rigta  h<in<ired  M 
four,  on  a  rini!  nfiiTiKHm  hi  tho  );lo»iiiK  ni»nth  of  STftoi 
bpr,  1  ^»k  mj-  cu3tonmr_v  walk  u[H>n  the  hailery,  whith  i 
nt  once  the  pride  anil  biilwnrk  nf  this  anri^'nt  and  iropn^ 
city  of  Now  York.  The  (rmund  on  whii-h  I  trod  wm  hallo* 
by  mwllections  of  th(>  past,  and  m  I  slowly  n-andtircd  ihmq 
tlie  loiig  alley  nf  pnplara,  which,  like  so  many  birch  tTMl 
sUndiiig  on  end,  difTiiscd  a  m(.*liuichoty  and  lugi|t>r{oai  llm 
my  imagination  drew  n  omtrsst  bL-iwpcn  the  i 
BOenory,  and  wtutt  it  wa.s  in  tho  classic  days  oTiM 
Where  the  ^'ivcmnirnt  hnuso  by  name,  but  tho  custom  k 
by  occupation,  proudly  reared  its  brick  walU  and  woodn) 
lars,  there  whilom  stood  the  low,  but  subntAntial, 
mansion  of  the  renowned  Woiiier  Van  Twiller.  Arr*ai 
the  mighty  bulwarks  of  Fori  Amstcnlam  frowTird  dcfiioN 
every  absent  foe;  but,  like  many  a  whiskered  wwi' 
gallant  militia  captain,  confined  their  martial  deedi  t 
alone.  The  mud  breastworks  had  long  b««n  levelW 
earth,  and  their  site  converted  into  tho  green  Uwi 
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)ys  of  the  battery ;  where  the  gay  apprentice  sported  his 
iday  coat,  and  the  laborious  mechanic,  relieved  from  the 
i  and  drudgery  of  the  week,  poured  his  weekly  tale  of  love 
3  the  half  averted  car  of  the  sentimental  chambermaid, 
e  capacious  bay  still  presented  the  same  expansive  sheet  of 
ter,  studded  with  islands,  sprinkled  with  fishing  boats,  and 
imded  by  shores  of  picturesque  beauty.  But  the  dark  for- 
B  which  once  clothed  those  shores  had  been  violated  by  the 
^e  hand  of  cultivation,  and  their  tangled  mazes,  and  im- 
!ietrable  thickets,  had  degenerated  into  teeming  orchards  and 
.▼ing  fields  of  grain.  Even  Grovemor's  Island,  once  a  smiling 
iden,  appertaining  to  the  sovereigns  of  the  province,  was 
w  covered  with  fortifications,  inclosing  a  tremendous  block- 
Me— so  that  this  once  peaceful  island  resembled  a  fierce  . 
lie  warrior  in  a  big  cocked  hat,  breathing  gunpowder  and 
iance  to  the  world  ! 

'  For  some  time  did  I  indulge  m  a  pensive  train  of  thought ; 
Btrasting,  in  sober  sadness,  the  present  day  with  the  hal- 
iVed  years  behind  the  mountains ;  lamenting  the  melancholy 
ngress  of  improvement,  and  praising  the  zeal  with  which 
p  worthy  burghers  endeavored  to  preserve  the  wrecks  of 
Pterable  customs,  prejudices,  and  errors,  from  the  over- 
■olming  tide  of  modern  innovation — ^when  by  degrees  my 
iis  took  a  different  turn,  and  I  insensibly  awakened  to  an 
l^yment  of  the  beauties  around  me. 

It  was  one  of  those  rich  autumnal  days  which  heaven  par- 
llarly  bestows  upon  the  beauteous  island  of  Manna-hata 
i  its  vicinity — not  a  floating  cloud  obscured  the  azure  fir- 
ment — the  sun,  rolling  in  glorious  splendor,  through  his 
mal  ooursQ.  seemed  to  expand  his  honest  Dutch  counte- 


uioiranquitlity  of  the  hour— aai 
presented  a  polished  niirror,  I 
snd  smiK^.     The  Ktandanl  of  c 
handkorchk'fy  for  days  of  gala,  hi 
which  forms  the  handle  of  a  gigi 
tilous  leaves  of  the  poplar  and 
the  brvAth  of  heaven.    Every  th 
proftMind  r%*po8e  of  nature.    The 
slept  in  the  enihrazures  of  the 
gathering  fresh  strength  to  fighi 
on  the  next  fourth  of  July — the 
Island  forgot  to  call  the  garrison 
gun  had  not  yet  sounded  its  si 
meaning  poultry  throughout  tlu 
the  fleet  of  canoes  at  anchor  beti 
munipaw,  slumbered  on  their  ra 
oysters  to  lie  for  a  while  unmolc 
native  banks ! — My  own  fi'elingi 
gious  tranquillity,  and  I  should  ii 
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ariiangs  the  would-be  cities  of  Jersey,  Harsimus,  and  Ilobo- 
M,  which,  like  three  jockies,  are  starting  on  the  course  of 
Btence,  and  jostling  each  other  at  the  commencement  of  the 
X  Now  it  skirts  the  long  shore  of  ancient  Pavonia, 
iading  its  wide  shadows  from  the  high  settlements  of  Weo- 
*k  quite  to  the  lazaretto  and  quarantine  erected  by  the 
icity  of  our  police,  for  the  embarrassment  of  commerce — 
''  it  climbs  the  serene  vault  of  heaven,  cloud  rolling  over 
»d,  shrouding  the  orb  of  day,  darkening  the  vast  expanse, 
bearing  thunder  and  hail  and  tempest  in  its  bosom.  The 
ill  seems  agitated  at  the  confusion  of  the  heavens — the  late 
'^less  mirror  is  lashed  into  furious  waves  that  roll  in  hol- 
'  murmurs  to  the  shore — the  oyster  boats  that  erst  sported 
the  placid  vicinity  of  Gibbet  Island,  now  hurry  affrighted 
he  land — the  poplar  writhes  and  twists  and  whistles  in  the 
it — ^torrents  of  drenching  rain  and  sounding  hail  deluge  the 
tery  walks — the  gates  are  thronged  by  apprentices,  servant 
ids  and  little  Frenchmen,  with  pocket  handkerhiefs  over 
IF  hats,  scampering  from  the  storm — ^the  late  beauteous 
Bpeet  presents  one  scene  of  anarchy  and  wild  uproar,  as 
Ugh  old  Chaos  had  resumed  his  reign,  and  was  hurling  back 
^  one  vast  turmoil  the  conflicting  elements  of  nature. 
"Whether  I  fled  from  the  fury  of  the  storm,  or  remained 
Uy  at  my  post,  as  our  gallant  train-band  captains,  who 
;^  their  soldiers  through  the  rain  without  flinching,  are 
Its  which  I  leave  to  the  conjecture  of  the  reader.  It  is 
rible  he  may  be  a  little  perplexed  also  to  know  the  reason 
r  I  mtroduced  this  tremendous  tempest  to  disturb  the  se- 
*y  of  my  work.  On  this  latter  point  I  will  gratuitously 
met  lus  ignorance.     The  panorama  view  of  the  battery 
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was  given  merely  to  gratify  the  reader  »-ith  a  cotmct  A 
tion  of  that  eelebruted  place,  and  the  parts  adjacent- 
tbc  storm  was  played  off  partly  to  give  a  little  liustle  ai 
to  this  tranquil  part  of  my  work,  aiid  to  keep  my  dnf 
readers  from  falling  asleep — and  partly  to  serve  as 
turc  to  the  tcmpcsluoua  times  whict  are  alntut  to  a: 
paclAc  provineeof  Nieuw  Nederlaiidta — and  wliieh  o 
the  slumbrous  administration  of  the  renowned  Woulerl 
Twiller.     It  is  tliua  the  experieneod  playwrigltt  puts  al 
fiddles,  the  French-hums,  tlie  kcttlc>druni3,  and  trumpe 
his  orchestra  in  requisition,  to  usher  in  one  of  those  hon 
and  brimstone  uproars  ealled  Melodrames — and  it  is  tl 
discharges  his  thunder,  his  lightning,  his  rosin,  and  salty 
preparatory  to  the  rising  of  a  ghost  or  the  murde'ring'* 
hero,     Wo  will  now  proceed  with  our  history, 

Whatt^ver  may  be  advanced  by  philosophers  to  thtj 
trary,  1  am  uf  opinion  thut,  as  to  nations,  the  oltl  niaxin 
"  honesty  is  the  best  policy,"  is  a  sheer  and  r 
It  iJiight  have  answered  well  enough  in  the  huuist  timn  ■ 
it  Was  mndu ;  but  in  these  degenerate  days,  if  a  natioafl 
tends  to  rely  merely  upon  the  justice  of  its  disalinga,  il 
faT«  something  like  the  honest  man  who  fell  among  I 
mid  fuunil  his  honesty  a  poor  protection  against  bode 
Sucli,  at  least;  was  the  case  with  the  guileless  govtriu 
the  New  Netherlands ;  ■which,  like  a  worthy  unsuspid 
burgher,  quietly  settled  Itself  down  in  the  city  of  Netri] 
sterdam,  as  into  a  simg  ell<ow-clinir — antl  fell  into  a  O 
able  nap — while,  in  the  meantime,  its  cunning  u«gh1xmJ 
pod  in  and  pickoil  im  pockets.     In  a  word,  we  may  i 
the  commencement  of  all  the  woes  uf  this  great  prorint 
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lagnificent  metropolis,  tx)  the  tranquil  security,  or,  to 
:  more  accurately,  to  the  unfortunate  honesty  of  its  gov- 
lent.  But  as  I  dislike  to  be^in  an  important  part  of  my 
ry  towards  the  end  of  a  chapter,  and  as  my  readers,  like 
at,  must  doubtless  be  exceedingly  fatigued  with  the  long 
we  have  taken,  and  the  tempest  we  have  sustained — I 
it  meet  we  shut  up  the  book,  smoke  a  pipe,  and  having 
refreshed  our  spirits,  take  a  lair  start  in  a  new  chapter. 


cnx] 


T"AT  ruy  ^„  ^^^  ^ 

Mtent  of  tho  calamity,  m 
over  the  honest.  u„,usp<«,W, 

-d  it.  dubious  g.,vc„„.r,iTj 

•»n,e  «»,„„»  of.  honle  of  ,,„ 
we  cMtern  frontier 

Now.oitcamet«p««,«, 
t-^e  of  which  we  ^ 

^  -dopted  .  certain  nation^, 
ft-th.  or  rather  a  «Iig|„,„  t„„^ 
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ft.tural  and  unextinguishable  right — the  liberty  of  con- 
ice. 

As,  however,  they  possessed  that  ingenuous  habit  of  mind 
*h  always  thinks  aloud ;  which  rides  cock-a-hoop  on  the 
Tue,  and  is  forever  galloping  into  other  people's  ears,  it 
irally  followed  that  their  liberty  of  conscience  likewise 
lied  liberty  of  speech,  which  being  freely  indulged,  soon 

the  country  in  a  hubbub,  and  aroused  the  pious  indigna- 

of  the  vigilant  fathers  of  the  church. 
The  usual  methods  were  adopted  to  reclaim  them,  which 
^liose  days  were  considered  efficacious  in  bringing  back 
y  sheep  to  the  fold ;  that  is  to  say,  they  were  coaxed,  they 
e  admonished,  they  were  menaced,  they  were  buffeted — 

upon  line,  precept  upon  precept,  lash  upon  lash,  here  a 
e  and  there  a  great  deal,  were  exhorted  without  mercy 

without  success ;  until  the  worthy  pastors  of  the  church, 
ined  out  by  their  unparalleled  stubbornness,  were  driven, 
tlie  excess  of  their  tender  mercy,  to  adopt  the  Scripture 
;,  and  literally  to  "  heap  live  embers  on  their  heads.** 
Nothing,  however,  could  subdue  that  independence  of  the 
gue  which  has  ever  distinguished  this  singular  race,  so  that 
ler  than  subject  that  heroic  member  to  further  tyranny, 
f  one  and  all  embarked  for  the  wilderness  of  America,  to 
>y,  unmolested,  the  inestimable  right  of  talking.  And,  in 
;,  no  sooner  did  they  land  upon  the  shore  of  this  free- 
ken  country,  than  they  all  lifted  up  their  voices,  and  made 
li  a  clamor  of  tongues,  that  we  are  told  they  lightened 
ry  bird  and  beast  out  of  the  neighborhood,  and  struck  such 
te  terror  into  certiuu  fish,  that  they  have  been  called  dunUh 
ever  since. 


100  numiiT  or  vsw  tok 

TKm  may  Kppmr  nwrv^cNn,  b«t  U  b 
proof  of  whit'h  I  would  tAimrrt,  that  ibc  OamUfiih' 
■inM  bocoin«  an  obfeat  uf  MperatitiuiM  nmnnm,  tt 
the  Saturday's  dinner  of  every  %nto  Yonlun. 

llw  ftlmpU  aborifpoM  »f  Uie  land  lor  •  vtiil* 
plated  these  ntnuigr  ittor  MtnHhhinilBt^  bat  I 

ing  tlint  lh<-y  wicldi  no,  tboagh  nulsy  WMB 

wvr«  a  Ih-vly,  ingwiriiH  [■faumond  m»  of  no^l 

ouno  TPry  friendly  n  1>I«,  and  gaw  them  tii«j 

runa^iVi,  MhJiii  In  tk.  Tdiunqi  (»r 

pMge  §l)piifica  •!/««•<  M  ir^||;bdi  apjicllflUoa 

ened  Uilo  the  bmlUor  epit      of  Yaskkko,  which  the| 
unto  ihi-  |>n-*'nt  <liij'.  T 

Trufi  it  is,  and  ny  fiiU^lity  m  on  hi)'l<>rian  «-)Il  not  oUwi 
t»  pan  oi'cr  thr  fni-t,  that  having  scrvod  »  regular  ^>|<n9li 
Hhip  in  tho  achool  of  ponocution,  thmo  ingtttlous  pcvpltn 
ohowed  that  they  had  become  masters  of  the  art.  IV  fR 
majority  wi-re  of  une  jiattkular  mode  of  thiiiliing  In  M"' 
of  religion  ;  but  to  their  great  aurpriw!  and  litdjgnallon,  & 
found  thut  divert  juipiHlii,  quaki-n  and  anahoptiit*  *< 
apHtiging  up  among  tlioni,  uiiil  nil  eliiiining  to  luw  Ott^M 
ofspieth.  Tills  woH  tit  om-t'  pruiumnoed  adoHug  aluwi'' 
libt-rty  of  eondtiencc ;  whiih  they  uow  iiisislod  wa«  trtW 
more  than  the  lilicrtj  t.i  think  o»  one  pleased  in  aalutt 
religion — providud  'inc;  thuuf^hl  right;  for  otherwise  itw 
he  giving  a.  hititude  to  damnalile  heresies.  Now  aa  thcj,' 
majority,  were  (im\inc*d  tliiit  tht-y  alune  thought  ft^ 
crmscjueiiliy  fiillowcd,  lliul  whix-ver  thought  <ii(T 
them  thought  wrong — and  whoever  thought  vroog, 
notely  persisted  in  not  being  convinced  and  c<mit< 
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flagnrnt  violator  of  the  inestimable  liberty  of  conscience,  and 
aoomipt  and  infectious  member  of  the  body  politic,  and  de- 
Kr?ed  to  be  lopped  off  and  cast  into  the  fire.  The  conse- 
quence of  all  whi<^  was  a  fiery  persecution  of  divers  sects, 
and  espedally  of  quakers. 

Now  m  warrant  there  are  hosts  of  my  readers,  ready  at 
ODoe  to  lift  up  their  hands  and  eyes,  with  that  virtuous  indig- 
mtion  with  which  we  contemplate  the  fitults  and  errors  of  our 
fieigfabors,  and  to  exclaim  at  the  preposterous  idea  of  convinc- 
ing the  mind  by  tormenting  the  body,  and  establishing  the 
doctrine  of  charity  and  forbearance  by  intolerant  persecution. 
Bat  in  simple  truth,  what  are  we  doing  at  this  very  day,  and  in 
this  very  enlightened  nation,  but  acting  upon  the  very  same 
principle  in  our  political  controversies  1  Have  we  not  within 
hut  a  few  years  released  ourselves  from  the  shackles  of  a  gov- 
ernment which  cruelly  denied  us  the  privilege  of  governing 
ourselves,  and  using  in  full  latitude,  that  invaluable  member, 
the  tongue  1  and  are  we  not  at  this  very  moment  striving  our 
k«t  to  tyrannize  over  the  opinions,  tie  up  the  tongues,  and 
win  the  fortunes  of  one  another  1  What  are  our  great  polit- 
U  societies,  but  mere  political  inquisitions — our  pot-house 
wnunittecs  but  little  tribunals  of  denunciation— our  news- 
papers but  mere  whipping-posts  and  pillories,  where  unfortu- 
i*ate  individuals  are  pelted  with  rotten  eggs — and  our  council 
rf  appointment,  but  a  grand  auto  da  fe,  where  culprits  are 
■owally  sacrificed  for  their  political  heresies  1 

Where,  then,  is  the  difference  in  principle  between  our 
■"ttwres  and  those  you  are  so  ready  to  condemn  among  the 
|f.  pwple  I  am  treating  of  1     There  is  none ;   the  difference  is 
^Krdf  drcumstantial.    Thus  we  denounce,  instead  of  banish- 
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ing — we  libel,  instead  of  scourging — we  turn  out  of  ajTu' . 
stead  of  liuiigiiig — and  wlicre  tlicy  burnt  an  offender  in  )  r 
person,  wc  cither  lar  and  fuitlier  or  burn  him  in  rj^gu— 
political  persecution  being,  somehow  or  oilier,  ihc  grnud  | 
dium  of  our  liberties,  and  an  incontrovertible  proof  l!i;i:  ' 
is  a  free  eountry  ! 

But  notwithstanding  the  fervent  zeal  with  which  thi'  i 
war  was  proseputed  against  the  whole  race  of  unbeliev.'r>,  ■ 
do  not  find  that  the  population  of  this  new  colony  was  in  an) 
wise  hindered  thereby  ;  on  the  ciintrary,  they  mullipUtJ  t"* 
degree  which  would  be  incredible  to  any  man  unadiiuiiiU-l 
with  the  marvellous  fecundity  of  this  growing  country. 

This  amazing  increase  may,  indeed,  bo  partly  ascrilwci  l<> 
a  singular  custom  prevalent  among  them,  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  bundling — a  superstitious  rile  observed  bj 
the  young  people  of  both  sexes,  with  which  they  usuullj  ter- 
minated their  festivities;  and  which  was  kept  up  with  ri'i- 
gious  strictness  by  the  more  bigoted  part  of  the  eommuuit;. 
This  ceremony  was  likewise,  in  those  piimitive  times,  consiii- 
ered  as  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  matrimony ;  tbeif 
courtehips  commencing  where  ours  usually  finish — by  wliich 
means  they  acquired  that  intimate  acijuaintjinee  with  <--. 
other's  good  qualities  before  marriage,  which  has  be>Ti 
nounced  by  philosophers  the  sure  basis  of  a  happy   v 
Thus  early  did  this  cunning  and  ingenious  people  dis;'! 
shrewdness  of  making  a  bargain,  which  has  ever  since  il: 
guished  them — and  a  strict  adherence  to  the  good  old  *■ 
maxim  about  "  buying  a  pig  in  a  poke." 

To  this  sag.icinus  custom,  therefore,  do  I  chiefly  atir  ■■ 
the  unparalleled  increase  of  the  Yanokie  or  Yanlcoo  race;  lu 
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oertiun  fact,  well  authenticated  by  court  records  and  par- 
listers,  that  wherever  the  practice  of  bundling  prevailed, 
was  an  amazing  number  of  sturdy  brats  annually  bom 
he  State,  without  the  license  of  the  law,  or  the  benefit  of 
.  Neither  did  the  irregularity  of  their  birth  operate  in 
ist  to  their  disparagement  On  the  contrary,  they  grew 
ong-sided,  raw-boned,  hardy  race  of  whoreson  whalers, 
cutters,  fishermen,  and  peddlers,  and  strapping  corn-fed 
es ;  who  by  their  imited  efforts  tended  marvellously 
Is  peopling  those  notable  tracts  of  country  called  Nan- 
,  Piscataway,  and  Cape  Cod. 


CHAPTEK  Tin. 


O  BE  SOTOMOVI I 


TN  thp  last  chapter  I  have  given  a  fnithfiil  and  unpreji 
-'-  account  of  the  origin  of  that  singular  race  of  people, 
iling  the  country  eastward  of  the  Nieuw  Nederlotidts ; 
iiavs  }~et  to  mention  certain  peculiar  habits  wl>idi 
them  exceedingly  annoying  to  our  ever-honored  Dutch  « 
tors. 

The  most  prominent  of  these  was  a  certain  rambling 
pensity,  with  which,  like  the  sons  of  Ishmael,  they  stel 
have  been  gi(\ed  by  heaven,  and  which  continually  goad«1 
on,  to  shift  their  residence  from  place  to  place,  so  thati' 
kee  farmer  is  in  a  constant  state  of  migratioo  ;  lanyinfi 
sionolly  here  and  there ;  clearing  lands  fur  other 
enjoy,  building  houses  for  others  to  inhabit,  and  En  «  ml 
may  be  considered  the  wandering  Arab  of  America. 

His  first  thought,  on  coming  to  years  of  manhood, 
tellte  himself  in  the  world — which  means  nollung  moH 
less  than  to  begin  his  rambles.  To  this  end  he  talcM 
himself  for  a  wife  some  bu^^om  country  heiress,  p"M«i'^ 
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in  red  ribbons,  glass  beads,  and  mock  tortoise-shell  combs, 
'With  a  white  gown  and  morocco  shoes  for  Sunday,  and  deeply 
skilled  in  the  mystery  of  making  apple  sweatmeats,  long 
sauce,  and  pumpkin  pie. 

Having  thus  provided  himself,  like  a  peddler  with  a  heavy 
knapsack,  wherewith  to  regale  his  shoulders  through  the  jour- 
ney of  life,  he  literally  sets  out  on  the  peregrination.  His 
whole  family,  household  furniture,  and  farming  utensils,  are 
lioisted  into  a  covered  cart ;  his  own  and  his  wife's  wardrobe 
paded  up  in  a  firkin — ^which  done,  he  shoulders  his  axe,  takes 
staff  in  hand,  whistles  "  Yankee  doodle,"  and  trudges  off  to  the 
woods,  as  confident  of  the  protection  of  Providence,  and  rely- 
ing as  cheerfully  upon  his  own  resources,  as  ever  did  a  patri- 
arch of  yore,  when  he  journeyed  into  a  strange  country  of  the 
Gentiles.  Having  buried  himself  in  the  wilderness,  he  builds 
himself  a  log  hut,  clears  away  a  cornfield  and  potato  patch, 
and  Providence  smiling  upon  his  labors,  is  soon  surrounded 
l>y  a  snug  farm  and  some  half  a  score  of  flaxen-headed  urchins, 
who,  by  their  size,  seem  to  have  sprung  all  at  once  out  of  the 
cvth,  like  a  crop  of  toadstools. 

But  it  is  not  the  nature  of  this  most  indefatigable  of  spec- 
ulators to  rest  contented  with  any  state  of  sublunary  enjoy- 
ment— improvement  is  his  darling  passion,  and  having  thus 
hnproved  his  lands,  the  next  care  is  to  provide  a  mansion 
Worthy  the  residence  of  a  landholder.  A  huge  palace  of  pine 
Wds  immediately  springs  up  in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness, 
Ivge  enough  for  a  parish  church,  and  furnished  with  windows 
of  all  dimensions,  but  so  rickety  and  flimsy  withal,  that  every 
blast  gives  it  a  fit  of  the  ague. 
By  the  time  the  outside  of  this  mighty  air  castle  is  com- 


IM 


uisToKT  or  xor  tokk. 


ptrted,  dtbi-r  thr  l\uuU  (>r  tfan  ml  of 
htiwted,  to  lliiit   hi-   liArcIv   nuuutge*   to  foraiib  mm  nrb 
vithin,  when'  thi-  wbolo  Aunilj' burrow  tt^tlwT^^wUk 
reitof  the  li->ii»o  U  dorotod  to  t)u>  curing  of  ponipkioi^  (c 


ad  is  dMKinUcd  witk 

rk  with  time;  tbe  bii^ 
( tut  old  ImIj^  p«niofii<a,Md 
n  window*,  whilv  th»  im 
log  and  howling  abunt  ikk 
laniljr  gMnh(»l»,  ■■  timj  Mi 


Horing  of  (urroli  and  f 
feaUxxu  of 'Iriitl  Bp[>tr«  nni 
iiniMunt«d,  gT-v  vdiiTi 
wtrdrolM  ii  Ini.l  undi-r  ismi 
breedwa,  tr>  nUtfC  into  thn 
wind*  of  benM'n  krvp  up  a 
■erial  p«1mv,  aixI  play  as 
of  jore  in  tli.-  .nvi-  of  old  ^^tli 

The  huiiiMi'  i-t;  liiit,  whU-h  whilom  nrsllrd  thl*  imyratit 
fomilf  BDugly  within  lis  n&rn>w  but  comflirtftMo  wbUb. 
hard  by,  in  ignominious  ountnuL,  di-gradnl  Into  a  enw-buis 
or  pig-sty  ;  and  tli«  whole  nocno  nrminda  mm  fbnibljr  oTa  Uk 
which  I  am  surprised  luu  iicvrr  bt<en  reoordvd,  vt  am  mdU^ 
■nail,  who  nbnniloned  hin  hunibia  h^llotioa,  wUcb  ha  U 
long  filled  with  great  rrspeftnbility,  tJi  erawl  into  tlw  tm] 
shell  of  a  li'lmUT — where  he  wonM  no  doubt  hava  ran> 
with  great  Kty  \v  and  Hplemlor,  the  envy  and  tbo  1mI«  cf  ait 

8  in  the  neighborhood,  had  he  mot 

mrner  of  hi«  Btupondoua 

mj'Ii'iely  setiK-d,  and,  to 

vi.iulil  imagine  tluil  he  W 
situuliuH,  tu  rviid  nvwHjHipen,  tatk 


jiains-taking  6i 
with  cold,  in  <• 
Being  thuij 
"  to  rights,"  01 
the  cwmforts  of  his 

neglect  his  <-^vn  buaimss,  mid  att^^nd  to  ihu  af&ini  of 
tiun,  like  a  us«-rul  and  patriotic  citizen ;  but  now  it  Is 
wayward  disposition  begins  ngnin  to  operate.  He  aoc 
tired  of  a  spot  where  there  is  no  longer  any  room 
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proTement— sells  his  fiumiy  air  castle,  petticoat  windows  and 
ally  reloads  His  cart,  shoulders  his  axe,  puts  himself  at  the 
liead  of  his  fiufnily,  and  wanders  away  in  search  of  new  lands 
—again  to  fell  trees — again  to  clear  cornfields — again  to  build 
a  shingle  palace,  and  again  to  sell  off  and  wander.     Such  were 
the  people  of  Connecticut,  who  bordered  upon  the  eastern 
frontier  of  New  Netherlands,  and  my  readers  may  easily 
imagine  what  uncomfortable  neighbors  this  light-hearted  but 
restless  tribe  must  have  been  to  our  tranquil  progenitors.     If 
they  cannot,  I  would  ask  them,  if  they  have  ever  known  one 
of  our  regular,  well-organized  Dutch  &milies,  whom  it  hath 
pleased  heaven  to  afflict  with  the  neighborhood  of  a  French 
boarding-house?     The  honest  old  burgher  cannot  take  his 
altemoon^s  pipe  on  the  bench  before  his  door,  but  he  is  perse- 
cuted with  the  scraping  of  fiddles,  the  chattering  of  women 
and  the  squalling  of  children — ^he  cannot  sleep  at  night  for  the 
'.  |K>rrible  melodies  of  some  amateur,  who  chooses  to  serenade 
■:.  the  moon,  and  display  his  terrible  proficiency  in  execution,  on 
k  tile  clarionet,  hautboy,  or  some  other  sofUtoned  instrument — 
^  aor  can  he  leave  the  street-door  open,  but  his  house  is  defiled 
by  the  unsavory  visits  of  a  troop  of  pup  dogs,  who  even 
sometimes  carry  their  loathsome  ravages  into  the  sanctum 
I  auictorum,  the  parlor  ! 

I  If  my  readers  have  ever  witnessed  the  sufferings  of  such  a 
'  ftmily,  so  situated,  they  may  form  some  idea  how  our  worthy 
Ancestors  were  distressed  by  their  mercurial  neighbors  of 
'Connecticut. 

Gangs  of  these  marauders,  we  are  told,  penetrated  into  the 
Hew  Netherland  settlements,  and  threw  whole  villages  into 
^bnatemation  by  their  unparalleled  volubility  and  their  intol- 
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enbla  biqntaillTvnra*— Iwo  «rU  luUu  IdUmto  nikiMn  i* 

tboM  |«rti^  nr  only  kiifntn  bi  be  ahhomd ;  fiir  ovr 

mn  Botod  w  tmng  mm  of  truly  H|«rtan 

vbo  twItlMr  ktww  nor  nr«l  nugbl  about  Hiybodv' 

but  their  Dim.    Mftoy  ■  wwa 

highwnv^  H  turns  cdvoral  lag  I 

to  *  «Un'l,  an-l  t»rtur«d  WtklM  and  gn^BM^  vW 

OUtngi-K  iirrMiiinnI  M  T  M&am  bmI   hwil  !lMlii|  ■ 

does  this  miMlom  right  iiTi  a  (ho  hi^  mml 

Grrat  jc^uuny  did  thi>  r|M  Mir  op,  by  iUt  U0 

meddling  mwI  wKcef  m  fai  dvins  aex;  fer  bciBf  1 

nets  of  brisk,  liki'ly,  f>Ipaaant-IoB{ni<Hl  vnrleUi,  thi-y  ""lo  • 
diic«d  ihi'  light  ttfll-ctiona  of  thit  nimpU  danuwla  from  iM 
pnndiTiiiiM  Diitoh  pallant*.  Amoni;  other  Udeoua  awmitu 
they  iLtlemptiMl  t"  introH}!!^  »mong  them  thu  of  imMjbf, 
which  th<-  IJulch  tnnvn  of  tho  Nedt^Umibs  with  that  lafK 
posHJiin  for  mivrliy  unH  furcigTi  fashionx  nntural  tii  lheirfli| 
sceint^I  V4>ry  wi-lt  inoliiml  t»  r»llnw,  but  that  th«ir  inalla( 
Iwing  more  oxjxriMiccil  in  ihc  Wiirltl.  ami  Iwtti^r  ac(]Mliil| 
with  men  and  tliinpi,  atronuously  diuiuntenaucnl  lU  mk 
vutlundish  Itinfivatiniis. 

But  what  chiefly  <ip«rat«d  to  embroil  our  ati<x«tnrsMi 
thojic  stranfTC  n>lk,  was  au  unwairan table  lilierty  wh'tch  iWf 
OMOsioi tally  took  of  onlering  in  hordes  inu>  thu  tj-rniorjc*  (/ 
the  Nuw  Nftherlaiida,  aiid  nellliiif;  iheniMlvea  diiv-n.  «iti.'* 
leave  "r  !i<fii'M'.  to   imprvre  tim  lumf,  in  tlio  miuincr  1  ki" 
before  noticed.     This  unceremonious  mode  of  takii^  pea 
sion  of  ufu  land  was  technically  termed  tqitaltinf,  aod  W 
Ib  derived  the  ap[>cllatiun  of  tquattm ;  a  name  odioui  hi 
Mn  of  all  great  landholders,  and  which  ia  giTsn  to  ti 
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mterprising  worthies  who  seize  upon  land  first,  and  take  their 
cfaanoe  to  make  good  their  title  to  it  afterwards. 

All  these  grievances,  and  many  others  which  were  con- 
stantly accumulating,  tended  to  form  that  dark  and  portentous 
doud,  which,  as  I  observed  in  a  former  chapter,  was  slowly 
gathering  over  the  tranquil  province  of  New  Netherlands.  The 
pacific  cabinet  of  Van  Twiller,  however,  as  will  be  perceived 
in  the  sequel,  bore  them  all  with  a  magnanimity  that  redounds 
to  their  immortal  credit — becoming  by  passive  endurance 
inured  to  this  increasing  mass  of  wrongs ;  like  that  mighty 
man  of  old,  who  by  dint  of  carrying  about  a  calf  from  the 
time  it  was  bom,  continued  to  carry  it  without  difficulty  when 
it  had  grown  to  be  an  ox. 


T>Y  this  tinio  m_v  r.aiiors  must  fully  perceive  what  «i  «^ 
-*-'  duous  tM-k  I  hiui'  iiiiJortakon — e.ipluring  «  lilUc  kiui rf 
Ilerculaneum  "I' history,  which  tuu]  Uin  ticarlj'  fiir  MgF«  bi 
under  the  rul)))ish  ofyeat^iuid  alnioat  tntoll/  furgoU«i»— 
ing  up  the  linibs  nnd  rrsgntents  of  dii^oiiitod  bet*,  uci  m- 
deavoring  to  put  thcni  scrupuiou«]y  tngi^thor,  so  &a  t<i  rat 
them  to  their  uriginikl  form  aiul  DunncotloD — now  lug 
furth  the  charMciiT  <•(  ati  aliTiimt  fur^ttoii  heru,  likn  A  n 
luted  statue — i:uw  dwiplioring  »  Imtf-defuced  ilucriplion,  mI 
now  lighting  upi  m  u  mouldering  manuscript,  which,  after  pafr 
fill  study,  scarif  rfp.iys  tliii  troubli;  of  perusal. 

In  such  case  h'lw  much  hoa  the  readiT  tu  depend  upon  tW 
honor  and  probity  of  his  author,  lest,  like  &  cunning  ■nibjw 
rion,  he  cither  impose  uprm  him  some  spurioo*  &bricaiionc/ 
his  own,  for  n  preoious  ri'Iic  of  aiitiquily — or  ohw  dra~  ■" 
the  dismcmb'  ri-'l  fragment  wiih  such  f;il»e  trappingii,  tb 
scarcely  possible  to  distinguish  the  truth  from  Um  Bet 
which  it  is  eovcVopei.   TWa  a  »  ^%\VDa»  ^KWk  I  b 
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than  onoe  had  to  lament,  in  the  course  of  my  wearisome  re. 
searches  among  the  works  of  my  fellow  historians,  who  have 
strangely  disguised  and  distorted  the  facts  respecting  this 
country;  and  particularly  respecting  the  great  province  of 
New  Netherlands ;  as  will  be  perceived  by  any  who  will  Xake 
the  trouble  to  compare  their  romantic  effusions,  tricked  out  in 
the  meretricious  gauds  of  fable,  with  this  authentic  history. 

1  have  had  more  vexations  of  the  kind  to  encounter,  in 
those  parts  of  my  history  which  treat  of  the  transactions  on 
the  eastern  border,  than  in  any  other,  in  consequence  of  the 
troops  of  historians  who  have  infested  these  quarters,  and  have 
shown  the  honest  people  of  Nieuw  Ncderlandts  no  mercy  in 
their  works.  Among  the  rest,  Mr.  Benjamin  Trumbull  arro- 
gantly declares,  that ''  the  Dutch  were  always  mere  intruders." 
Now  to  this  I  shall  make  no  other  reply,  than  to  proceed  in 
the  steady  narration  of  my  history,  which  will  contain  not 
only  proofs  that  the  Dutch  had  clear  title  and  possession  in 
the  fiiir  valleys  of  the  Connecticut,  and  that  they  were  wrong- 
AiUy  dispossessed  thereof — ^but  likewise,  that  they  have  been 
scandalously  maltreated  ever  since,  by  the  misrepresentations 
of  the  crafty  historians  of  New  England.  And  in  this  I  shall 
he  guided  by  a  spirit  of  truth  and  impartiality,  and  a  regard 
to  immortal  fame— for  I  would  not  wittingly  dishonor  my 
^ork  by  a  single  falsehood,  misrepresentation,  or  prejudice, 
though  it  should  gain  our  forefathers  the  whole  country  of 
New  England. 

I  have  already  noticed  in  a  former  chapter  of  my  history, 
that  the  territories  of  the  Nieuw  Nederlandts  extended  on  the 
east,  quite  to  the  Varsche  or  fresh,  or  Connecticut  river.  Here, 
It  an  early  period,  had  been  established  a  frontier  post  on  the 
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hank  of  tho  river,  and  called  Fort  GoeA  Hoop,  not  En  fVom 
tlie  site  of  tho  pr(«}nt  fair  city  of  Hartford.  It  was  plvul 
under  the  coinniunJ  i-f  Jocobua  Van  Curlet,  or  Curtis,  as  suini' 
historians  will  hove  it ;  a  doughty  soldier,  of  that  otomatliful 
class  famous  f()r  eating  all  they  kill.  He  was  long  in  thf 
body  and  short  in  the  limb,  as  though  a  tall  man's  body  IukI 
bi'cn  mounted  on  a  little  man's  legs.  He  mode  up  fi>r  tiiia 
tumspit  constrnetion  by  striding  to  snch  an  extent,  that  v^u 
would  have  sworn  he  had  on  the  seven-leagued  boots  of  Ja.li 
tho  Giant-killer ;  and  so  high  did  he  tread  on  parade  that  h^ 
soldiers  were  sometimes  alarmed  lest  he  should  trample  hiin' 
self  under  foot. 

But  notwithstanding  the  erertion  of  this  fttrt  and  the  ip- 
pitiutment  of  this  ugly  little  man  of  war  as  commander,  llf 
Yankees  continued  the  interlopings  hiiit«d  at  ill  my  lost  dus- 
ter, and  at  length  had  the  auda<ity  lo  nqnat  ihemselvia  du«ii 
within  the  jurlsdietion  uf  Fort  Gocd  Hoop. 

Tiie  long-bodied  Van  Curlet  protested  with  great  spirit 
against  these  unwarrantable  encroachments,  couching  his  pn>- 
lest  in  Low  Duteh,  by  way  of  inspiring  more  terror,  and  fiirtJ*- 
with  dispatched  a  copy  of  the  protest  to  the  governor  at  N«« 
Amsterdam,  together  with  a  long  ond  bitter  account  of  the 
(Agressions  of  the  enemy.  Tliis  dune,  ho  ordered  his  mtn. 
one  and  all,  to  be  of  giHwi  eheer — shut  the  gale  of  the  fnft- 
sinoked  three  pipes,  went  to  bed,  and  awaited  the  n-sult  "iih 
a  resolute  ond  intrepid  tranquillity,  that  greatly  animate  i>*^__ 
adherents,  and  no  doubt  struck  sore  dismay  and  a 
llie  hearts  of  the  enemy. 

Now  it  cnTTic  to  pass,  that  al>out  this  time,  tlx 
Wuuler  \'an  Twiller,  full  of  j  cara  and  honors,  i 
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I,  had  reached  that  period  of  life  and  faculty  which, 
Dg  to  the  great  Gulliver,  entitles  a  man  to  admission 
e  ancient  order  of  Struldbruggs.  He  employed  his 
I  smoking  his  Turkish  pipe,  amid  an  assemblage  of 
equally  enlightened  and  nearly  as  venerable  as  himself, 
lo,  for  their  silence,  their  gravity,  their  wisdom,  and 
lutious  averseness  to  coming  to  any  conclusion  in  busi- 
•e  only  to  be  equalled  by  certain  profound  corporations 
[  have  known  in  my  time.  Upon  reading  the  protest 
gallant  Jacobus  Van  Curlet,  therefore,  his  excellency 
aightway  into  one  of  the  deepest  doubts  that  ever  he 
own  to  encounter  ;  his  capacious  head  gradually  droop- 
lis  chest,  he  closed  his  eyes,  and  inclined  his  ear  to  one 
I  if  listening  with  great  attention  to  the  discussion  that 
»ing  on  in  his  belly ;  and  which  all  who  knew  him  de- 
to  be  the  huge  court-house  or  council-chamber  of  his 
ts ;  forming  to  his  head  what  the  house  of  representa- 
3es  to  the  Senate.  An  inarticulate  sound,  very  much 
ling  a  snore,  occasionally  escaped  him — but  the  nature 
internal  cogitation  was  never  known,  as  he  never  opened 
I  on  the  subject  to  man,  woman,  or  child.  In  the  mean 
le  protest  of  Van  Curlet  lay  quietly  on  the  table,  where 
ed  to  light  the  pipes  of  the  venerable  sages  assembled 
icil ;  and  in  the  great  smoke  which  they  raised,  the  gal- 
icobus,  his  protest,  and  his  mighty  Fort  Goed  IIoop, 
Don  as  completely  beclouded  and  forgotten,  as  is  a  ques- 
'  emergency  swallowed  up  in  the  speeches  and  resolu- 
f  a  modem  session  of  Congress. 

ere  are  certain  emergencies  when  your  profound  legis- 
and  sage  deliberative  councils  are  mightily  in  the  way 
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of  a  nation ;  and  when  &n  ounce  of  hare-brained  deciaon  ! 
worth  a  pound  of  sage  doubt  and  cautious  discussion. 
at  least,  iirss  the  case  at  present ;   for  while  the  rem 
Wouter  Van  Twiller  was  daily  battling  with  his  duubu,  ■ 
bis  resolution  growing  weaker  and  weaker  in  (he  conUst,  tl 
enemj'  poshed  &rther  and  farther  into  his  territories,  a 
sumed  a  most  furmidalilc  appearance  in  the  neighborhood  4 
Fort  Goed  Hoop,     Here  ihej'  fi.unded  the  mighty  town  i 
Pyquap,  or,  as  it  has  since  been  called,  Wtalhert^ld,  a  p1« 
which,  if  we  may  credit  the  assertionaof  that  worthy  fa 
John  Josseljn,  Gent.,  *"  hath  been  inbmous  by  rensnn  of  it 
witches  therein."     And  so  daring  did  tbese  men  of  Pyi]ii* 
become,  tliat  they  extended  those  plantations  of  unions,  fa 
which  their  town  is  illustrious,  under  the  very  n<« 
gnrrisonof  Fort  Goed  Hoop — insomuch  that  I  he  honrstDutA 
men  could  not  look  toward  that  quarter  without  tears  in  tl 
eyea. 

This  crying  injustice  waa  r^atded  with  proper  indigi 
by  the  gallant  Jacobus  Van  Curlct.     He  absolutely  tremhh 
with  the  vii'lencc  of  his  choler  and  the  exacerbations  of 
valor ;  which  were  the  more  turbulent  in  their  workings,  fr 
the  length  of  the  body  in  which  they  were  agitated.    He  iot^ 
with  proceeded  to  strengthen  his  redoubts,  heighten  his  h 
works,  deepen  his  f>>ssc,  and  fortify  his  position  with  a  diwl 
row  of  abbalis ;  after  which  ho  dbpatched  a  Iresh  courier  «i 
accounts  of  his  perilous  situation. 

The  courier  chosen  to  bear  the  dispatches  waa  a  &t,  ol 
little  man,  as  being  less  liable  to  be  worn  out,  i>r  to  lu 
leather  on  the  journey ;  and  to  insure  his  speed,  kt  • 
mounted  on  the  fle«tcst  wagon-horse  in 
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able  for  length  of  limb,  largeness  of  bone,  and  hardness  of 
trot;  and  so  tall,  that  the  little  messenger  was  obliged  to 
climb  on  his  back  by  means  of  his  tiul  and  crupper.  Such 
extraordinary  speed  did  he  make,  that  he  arrived  at  Fort 
Amsterdam  in  a  little  less  than  a  month,  though  the  distance 
was  full  two  hundred  pipes,  or  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles. 

With  an  appearance  of  great  hurry  and  business,  and 
smoking  a  short  travelling-pipe,  he  proceeded  on  a  long  swing 
Irot  through  the  muddy  lanes  of  the  metropolis,  demolishing 
whole  batches  of  dirt  pies,  which  the  little  Dutch  children 
were  making  in  the  road ;  and  for  which  kind  of  pastry  the 
children  of  this  city  have  ever  been  famous.  On  arriving  at 
the  governor's  house,  he  climbed  down  from  his  steed  ;  roused 
the  gray-headed  doorkeeper,  old  Skaats,  who,  like  his  lineal 
descendant  and  faithful  representative,  the  venerable  crier  of 
our  court,  was  nodding  at  his  post — rattled  at  the  door  of  the 
council  chamber,  and  startled  the  members  as  they  were  doz- 
ing over  a  plan  for  establishing  a  public  market. 

At  that  very  moment  a  gentle  grunt,  or  rather  a  deep-drawn 
snore,  was  heard  from  the  chair  of  the  governor ;  a  whifT  of 
smoke  was  at  the  same  instant  observed  to  escape  from  his 
lips,  and  a  light  cloud  to  ascend  from  the  bowl  of  his  pipe. 
The  council,  of  course,  supposed  him  engaged  in  deep  sleep 
for  the  good  of  the  community,  and,  according  to  custom  in 
all  such  cases  established,  every  man  bawled  out  silence,  when, 
of  a  sudden,  the  door  flew  open,  and  the  little  courier  straddled 
into  the  apartment,  cased  to  the  middle  in  a  pair  of  Hessian 
boots,  which  he  had  got  into  for  the  sake  of  expedition.  In 
his  right  hand  he  held  forth  the  ominous  dispatches,  and  with 
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his  lefl  he  grasped  firmly  the  waistband  of  his  galligaskinii 
which  had  unfortunately  given  way,  in  the  exertion  of  descend- 
ing from  his  horse.     He  stumped  resolutely  up  to  the  gover- 
nor,  and  with  more  hurry  than  perspicuity  delivered  his  mes- 
sage.    But  fortunately  his  ill  tidings  came  too  late  to  ruflle 
the  tranquillity  of  this  most  tranquil  of  rulers.     His  venera- 
ble excellency  had  just  breathed  and  smoked  his  last — ^his  lungs 
and  his  pipe  having  been  exhausted  together,  and  his  peaocful 
soul  having  escaped  in  the  last  whiff  that  curled  from  his  to- 
bacco-pipe.    In  a  word,  the  renowned  Walter  the  Doubter, 
who  had  so  oflen  slumbered  with  his  contemporaries,  now 
slept  with  his  fathers,  and  Wilhclmus  Kieft  governed  in  his 
stead. 
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OXTAININO  THE  CHRONICLES  OF  TOE  REIGN  OF  WILLIAH 

THE  TESTY. 


CHAPTER  I. 

[OWnfO  THE  HATURX  OF  BISTORT  IN  GENERAL;  CONTAININO  FARTHER- 
MORE  THE  UKITERSAL  ACQUIREMENTS  OF  WILLIAM  THE  TESTY,  AND 
HOW  A  MAN  MAT  LEARN  80  MUCH  AS  TO  RENDER  HIMSELF  GOOD  FOR 
XOTHINO. 

rrrilEN  the  lofly  Thucydides  is  about  to  enter  upon  his 
^ '  description  of  the  plague  that  desolated  Athens,  one  of 
lis  modem  commentators  assures  the  reader,  that  the  history 
is  now  going  to  be  exceeding  solemn,  serious,  and  pathetic ; 
tt\d  hints,  with  that  air  of  chuckling  gratulation  with  which 
*  good  dame  draws  forth  a  choice  morsel  from  a  cupboard  to 
^le  a  favorite,  that  this  plague  will  give  his  history  a  most 
agreeable  variety. 

In  like  manner  did  my  heart  leap  within  me,  when  I  came 
^  the  dolorous  dilemma  of  Fort  Goed  Hoop,  which  I  at  once 
Perceived  to  be  the  forerunner  of  a  series  of  great  events  and 
^'^tertmning  disasters.  Such  are  the  true  subjects  for  the  his- 
^^  pen.  For  what  is  history,  in  fact,  but  a  kind  of  New- 
P^  calendar,  a  register  of  the  crimes  and  miseries  that  man 
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hiis  iiidleteil  on  bis  f<.>n(iw-tnan  1  It  U  a  huge  libel  on  human 
nature,  to  whii-b  we  iiiduatriously  add  page  afWr  page,  voluim' 
nllcT  volume,  as  if  wo  were  building  up  a  itionuinent  to  l!i<' 
Imnor,  rather  than  the  infamy  of  uiir  speuit's.  If  we  tumoi''^ 
1ho  pages  nf  these  chronieles  that  man  has  written  of  hiniwil, 
what  are  the  characters  dignilie<]  by  the  np|>cllation  of  gnii, 
and  hold  up  to  the  admiration  of  piisterity  t  Tyrants,  nil"- 
bers,  conquerors,  renowned  only  for  the  magnitude  of  tiiiif 
misdeeds,  and  the  stupendous  wrongs  and  miseries  thrj*  b'' 
itillictcd  on  mankind — warriors,  who  have  hirod  thcmseli"**  i" 
the  trade  of  blood,  not  frum  motives  of  virtuous  jialriulbm, 
OP  to  protect  the  injured  and  defcnoeless,  but  merely  lo  gtia 
the  vaunted  glory  of  being  adroit  and  suucessful  in  massocriu 
their  fellow-beings  !  What  are  the  great  events  that  a 
tute  a  glorious  era? — The  fall  of  empires — the  desolotioad 
happy  countries — splendid  I'ities  smoking  in  their  r 
proudest  works  of  art  tumbled  in  the  dust — the  shricki  ■ 
groans  of  w^hole  nations  ascending  unto  heaven  ! 

It  is  thus  the  historian  may  bo  said  to  thrive  on  ttw  n 
erica  of  mankind,  like  birds  of  prey  which  hover  overfl 
field  of  battle,  to  (atten  on  the  mighty  dead.  It  w 
by  a  great  projector  of  inland  lock  navigation,  tliot  ri if 
lakes,  and  oceans,  were  only  formed  to  fccd  canals. — In  W' 
manner  I  am  tempted  to  believe,  that  plots,  conspiracies,  wun'. 
victories,  and  massacres,  arc  ordained  by  Provideoco  onlj  '■' 
food  for  the  historian. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  delight  to  the  philosopher,  in  stuil; 
ing  the  wonderful  economy  of  nature,  to  trace  ihu  mutual  li - 
peiLdcncies  of  things,  how  ihey  are  created  ris'iprocally  I''' 
each  otiier,  and  how  the   most  noxious  and  apporvnlly  "i^ 
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neoessaiy  animal  has  its  uses.  Thus  those  swarms  of  flies, 
whidi  are  so  often  execrated  as  useless  vermin,  are  created 
fi>r  the  sustenance  of  spiders — and  spiders,  on  the  other  hand, 
are  evidently  made  to  devour  flies.  So  those  heroes  who 
have  been  such  scourges  to  the  world,  were  bounteously  pro- 
Tided  as  themes  for  the  poet  and  historian,  while  the  poet  and 
the  historian  were  destined  to  record  the  achievements  of  heroes ! 
These,  and  many  similar  reflections,  naturally  arose  in 
my  mind,  as  I  took  up  my  pen  to  commence  the  reign  of  Wil- 
liam Kieft :  for  now  the  stream  of  our  history,  which  hither- 
to has  rolled  in  a  tranquil  current,  is  about  to  depart  forever 
from  its  peaceful  haunts,  and  brawl  through  many  a  turbulent 
and  rugged  scene. 

As  some  sleek  ox,  sunk  in  the  rich  repose  of  a  clover-field, 
dozing  and  chewing  the  cud,  will  bear  repeated  blows  before  it 
raises  itself;  so  the  province  of  Nieuw  Nederlandts,  having 
waxed  fiit  under  the  drowsy  reign  of  the  Doubter,  needed 
caf&  and  kicks  to  rouse  it  into  action.  The  reader  will  now 
witness  the  manner  in  which  a  peaceful  community  advances 
towards  a  state  of  war ;  which  is  apt  to  be  like  the  approach 
of  a  horse  to  a  drum,  with  much  prancing  and  little  progress, 
tnd  too  often  with  the  wrong  end  foremost. 

Wilhelmus  Kieft,  who,  in  1634,  ascended  the  gubernatorial 
diair  (to  borrow  a  &vorite  though  clumsy  appellation  of  modern 
phraseologists),  was  of  a  lofty  descent,  his  father  being  inspec- 
tor of  wind-mills  in  the  ancient  town  of  Saardam ;  and  our 
hero,  we  are  told,  when  a  boy,  made  very  curious  investiga- 
tions into  the  nature  and  operation  of  these  machines,  which 
was  one  reason  why  he  afterwards  came  to  be  so  ingenious  a 
fov^nor.    His  name,  according  to  the  most  authentic  ety molo- 
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pirta,  WM  A  onrrvpUoR  of  Kjrtr ;  Am  («  bi  my,  t  m* 
or  traUer ;  Mid  uprwMd  i)m  diArMtctiiUo  of  k«  fa 
wliicb,  Ibr  Hsriy  two  matarioii,  lad  kapl  tkt  wjidf  tam.i 
fiattim  Id  boi  mtor.  Mid  pivdiitvd  men  tartm  ad  ki| 
■toDMthMi  Mijr  Mt  '--'•■—  =~  -be  |ibea;  ■od  attntfl 
be  inherit  this  fitn  r<  tl^  be  hd  Mbal 

jr«ar  In  ihi-  guvrmin  avisos  bc£ire  he  n«*N| 

■ally  dMiutninolctl  '  Trtlj.     IGe  apfMi 

iwerM  til  lu>  nMn«.  iriaik,  iriry,  weiylA  IMb*! 

grulirmaii ;  »uA  *otu  t«r  ud  tbw  U  JiMiM^ 

iitg  «)Hiut  ourrit;  In  ft  t«d«(wtwilh]w|[»b 

i-nrbtvl  hat  Hiuck  on  the  ■>«■■>  m  hf«<l,  uid  a  ouv  m  ^ 
a>  his  oliin.  Ill»  i:.rr  un.  l.r.^»].  l.iit  hi*  fcatura  *crr^i 
hia  chc«lta  w^ro  •corrhed  into  a  duslfjr  r«d,  l>r  two  fien  iMi 
);rfty  ey«s  ;  Us  ntMo  tumeil  up,  vtd  the  airaen  uf  hii  n 
titnMil  <l<jttn.  prvUy  much  like  the  luuizle  «f  an  irritable  |4, 

I  havo  hran)  it  ohwrvod  by  ■  pniToond  miept  m  1 
phv«i"l<i)iy,  that  if  a  woiiinn  wiai-*  (at  with  the  prv^rwif 
yvun,  her  loniirt<  uf  life  in  acmcuhat  prvoariuua,  W  if  hi^lf 
nhe  withers  as  she  grows  oli),  shi'  livcx  forevi-T.  Su 
iscd  to  ln!  thi>  case  with  Williuin  ihn  Temty,  who  grc"  lo^, 
ill  projHirtion  as  ho  dri<'d.  Ilo  had  with«rod,  in  laA,  ^t 
through  tho  process  of  yenn,  l.iit  through  Ibo  tropnal  !■ 
vor  of  his  soul,  which  huml  like  a  vcheiitcut  rutlUi^iBU 
hoBom  ;  inciting  bim  lo  iiipcssaiit  limils  mkI  biHtcrin^  • 
cifnl  (ra'Iitinn^  sji^nl!  rmich  <•{  hi*  Irjiniin^,  and  of  tf"  ^ 
lant  inroads  ho  had  tiiode  into  tho  dead  langiiiflw,  i 
he  had  made  cnptivo  a  hi>st  of  Greek  nouna  and  Lctk 
and  brought  olT  rich  booty  in  ancient  aawa  and  af 
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M.  he  was  wont  to  parade  in  his  public  harangues,  as  a 
k])hant  general  of  yore,  his  spolia  opima.  Of  metaphysics 
Mmw  enough  to  confound  all  hearers  and  himself  into  the 
^in.  In  logic,  he  knew  the  whole  family  of  syllogisms 
dilemmas,  and  was  so  proud  of  his  skill  that  he  never 
r^  even  a  self-evident  fact  to  pass  unargued.  It  was 
K^ed,  however,  that  he  seldom  got  into  an  argument  with- 
Setting  into  a  perplexity,  and  then  into  a  passion  with  his 
^■■^ary  for  not  being  convinced  gratis. 
Se  had,  moreover,  skirmished  smartly  on  the  frontiers  of 
•^  of  the  sciences,  was  fond  of  experimental  philosophy, 
(nided  himself  upon  inventions  of  all  kinds.  His  abode, 
ll  he  had  fixed  at  a  Bowerie  or  country-seat  at  a  short 
mce  from  the  city,  just  at  what  is  now  called  Dutch-street, 
L  abounded  with  proofs  of  his  ingenuity :  patent  smoke- 
^  that  required  a  horse  to  work  them ;  Dutch  ovens  that 
%ed  meat  without  fire ;  carts  that  went  before  the  horses ; 
Uier-cocks  that  turned  against  the  wind ;  and  other  wrong- 
led  'contrivances  that  astonished  and  confounded  all  be- 
lers.  The  house,  too,  was  beset  with  paralytic  cats  and 
^  the  subjects  of  his  experimental  philosophy ;  and  the 
ing  and  yelping  of  the  latter  unhappy  victims  of  science, 
le  aiding  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  soon  gained  for  the 
IB  the  name  of  "  Dog's  Misery,"  by  which  it  continues  to 
mown  even  at  the  present  day. 

It  is  in  knowledge  as  in  swimming ;  he  who  flounders  and 
Aes  on  the  surface,  makes  more  noise,  and  attracts  more 
ntion,  than  the  pearl-diver  who  quietly  dives  in  quest  of 
sores  to  the  bottom.  The  vast  acquirements  of  the  new 
emor  were  the  theme  of  marvel  among  the  simple  burgh- 
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U  figDt«d  ab..at  the  pla«u  lad 

•  nun  0*  m  Bona-  at  Vvk 

n,  «ho  bu  Ruit^rM  o<m  bli  rfk 

ChinrM  alithoWi :  ml  w 

Tcmlgdnliul" 

I  tutve  kmiwn  In  mr 

-.rni> 

many  ■  fcBiiM  of  lUi  ani 

but.  111  it|Hsik  my  1 

I  twvor  knnroMiiH^ki 

ordinun-  ]miyfv*  i 

wurtbhiawdgtaiBtfiw; 

thia  n^jxvi,  ft  llltl 

U  worth  all  thu  apt 

M  Umt  «w  K-Trta  pocOj* 

▼cntol  tJuHirioK.     U 

fflw  Um  miveml  k^mMI 

of  Williitm  Uw  T« 

m  is  tbu  ■Own  vf  gtnoai 

CHAPTER  n. 

liMr  WILUAM  TBI  TI8TT  UNDIBTOOK  TO  CONQUER  BT  PROCLAMATION- 
BOW  BK  WAB  A  GREAT  MAN  ABROAD,  BUT  A  LITTLE  MAN  IN  BIS  OWN 
B0C8S. 

VrO  sooner  had  this  bustling  little  potentate  been  blown  by 
^^  a  whiff  of  fortune  into  the  seat  of  government  than  he 
^led  his  council  together  to  make  them  a  speech  on  the  state 
^afHiirs. 

Caius  Gracchus,  it  is  said,  when  he  harangued  the  Roman 
populace,  modulated  his  tone  by  an  oratorical  flute  or  pitch- 
pipe;  Wilhelmus  Kieft,  not  having  such  an  instrument  at 
ktnd,  availed  himself  of  that  musical  organ  or  trump  which 
Mature  has  implanted  in  the  midst  of  a  man^s  face ;  in  other 
Words,  he  preluded  his  address  by  a  spnorous  blast  of  the 
^066 ;  a  preliminary  flourish  much  in  vogue  among  public 
Vhntors. 

He  then  commenced  by  expressing  his  humble  sense  of 
ks  utter  unworthiness  of  the  high  post  to  which  he  had  been 
Ippointed  ;  which  made  some  of  the  simple  burghers  wonder 
Irhy  he  undertook  it,  not  knowing  that  it  is  a  point  of  etiquette 
vith  a  public  orator  never  to  enter  upon  odico  without  declar« 
ng  himsielf  unworthy  to  cross  the  threshold.  He  then  pro* 
eeded  in  a  manner  highly  classic  and  erudite  to  speak  of  gov 
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cmiiMnt  grtirrallv,  uid  iif  the  (pnTrBmonta  at 
in  {Muth-uUr ;  tjifrrllirr  vHth  iW  wan  of  Room  aad  Orikp) 
and  Um  rUn  and  ikll  of  niMlr)-  vuUandbik  ea^lita  sW 
worthy  biir^lHT*  hod  Borer  rr«d  tmr  hnrd  U.    Ibriitl 

•fter  tbi>  munnirr  of ' p4  onOur,  tml«d  nf  tUiif  | 

genenl,  ho  cun«  by  ■  ronndklMirt  tiwilMi^tol 

matter  in  hani],  tuuno  il^  aggnaaiona  uT  tba  Taki 

As  my  reailcn  an  tre  uf  (Jm  adtwlap  >  fO 

tatehM  of  handling  imIm  j^irii  ii  U»>f^ 

and  bullHfn*,  where  h  talk  all  la  Ma  nwn  iJA^A 

may  reM  aamirvd  that  the  Te^  dU  art  IHmIi 

opportunity  iw-apf  «f  RivinK  m  Ynnkoea  what  ]■  aOii' 
taMlo  of  liix  (jimHTy,"  In  Hpi'akiii);  of  lUrir  inrtnuU  in'^i  I 
tcrritciraca  of  ibt-ir  Il'i^ih  Mi}thliii««wa,  be  enmpaml  ibm 
the  Oaula  who  di'sohitt'd  Rome  ;  t)ie  Gotha  and  Vandiiiil 
overran  the  Giirmt  plain*  of  Eunipo;  but  wfam  b*  OH' 
■peak  of  tho  un{>arflllrl»i  Biiilacity  wjlh  whidi  ^i 
Weathenfii'ld  hnd  tulvnnrrd  their  patdtcsup  to  theToyVi 
of  Fort  G.«d  ll.iop,  and  ihreAU-iiwJ  to  ■muther  the 
in  oniony  toar«  of  rofto  alnrted  into  lila  eyc^  aa 
iMiwd  the  vi'ry  olTi'iitv  in  qut'siion. 

Itavini;  thus  wn>u^ht  up  his  tale  to  a  climax,  be 
a  moHt  lH-11ig<Tciit  lcH>k,  nnd  assurtd  iho  couneil  that  kcl 
devised  on  ii)Slrumi'iit,|<<>lent  iu  its  elTecta,  and  wfaidil 
wotiM  aoon  drive  the  Yatikei-s  from  the  land.  S»  nj^ 
'hrllKt  his  hand  int<)  one  of  the  deep  piM-kota  of  hb  i 
skirted  coat  and  ditw  forth,  not  nn  infi'mnl  niafhin^l 
instrument  in  writing,  whieh  ho  laid  with  grestemphi 
the  table. 

The  burghers  gazed  at  it  fur  a  time  in  silent 
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tnry  housewife  does  at  a  gun,  fearful  it  may  go  off  half-coekc<L 

Tbe  document  in  question  had  a  sinister  look,  it  is  true ;  it 

HM  crabhed  in  text,  and  from  a  broad  red  ribbon  dangled  the 

peat  seal  of  the  province,  about  the  size  of  a  buckwheat  pan- 

ttke.    Still,  after  all,  it  was  but  an  instrument  in  writing. 

Berein,  however,  existed  the  wonder  of  the  invention.     The 

document  in  question  was  a  Proclamation,  ordering  the  Yan* 

fees  to  depart  instantly  from   the  territories  of  their  High 

ITigfatinesses  under  pain  of  suffering  all  the  forfeitures  and 

pntsfaments  in  such  case  made  and  provided.     It  was  on  the 

BKkral  effect  of  this  formidable  instrument  that  Wilhelmus 

Kiefl  calculated ;  pledging  his  valor  as  a  governor  that,  once 

fahninated  agunst .  the  Yankees,  it  would,  in  less  than  two 

Kiooths,  drive  every  mother's  son  of  them  across  the  borders. 

The  coundl  broke  up  in  perfect  wonder,  and  nothing  was 
4ked  of  for  some  time  among  the  old  men  and  women  of 
'tew  Amsterdam  but  the  vast  genius  of  the  governor,  and  his 
lew  and  cheap  mode  of  fighting  by  proclamation. 

As  to  Wilhelmus  Kieft,  having  dispatched  his  proclama* 
ion  to  the  frontiers,  he  put  on  his  cocked  hat  and  corduroy 
ttnall-clothes,  and  mounting  a  tall  raw-boned  charger,  trotted 
Diit  to  his  rural  retreat  of  Dog's  Misery.  Here,  like  the 
good  Numa,  he  reposed  from  the  toils  of  state,  taking  lessons 
bi  government,  not  from  the  nymph  Egcria,  but  from  the 
bonored  wife  of  his  bosom ;  who  was  one  of  th«it  class  of 
females  sent  upon  the  earth  a  little  afler  the  flood,  as  a  punish- 
hient  for  the  sins  of  mankind,  and  commonly  known  by  the 
^pellation  of  knovnnt/  women.  In  fact,  my  duty  as  an  histo- 
rian obliges  me  to  make  known  a  circumstance  which  was  a 
(Tcat  secret  at  the  time,  and  consequently  was  not  a  subject  of 
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scandal  al  more  than  half  the  tea-tablea  in  Nev  Amst 
but  which,  like  many  other  great  secrets,  has  leaked  a 
the  lapse  of  years — and  this  was,  ihat  Wilhelmus  the  1 
though  one  of  the  most  potent  little  men  that  e 
j'<'t  submitted  at  home  to  a  species  of  governmenti  n 
luid  down  in  Aristotle  nor  Pluto  ;  tn  ehort,  it  partook  d 
nature  of  a  pure,  unmixed  tyraimy,  and  is  familiarly 
nated  pelttroal  govemment. — An    absolute  sw«y,  wl 
though  exceedingly  common  in  these  modem  days,  w 
mro  among  the  ancients,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  ro 
about  the  domestic  economy  of  honest  Socrates  ;,wlui 
only  ajicient  case  on  record. 

The  great  Kieft,  however,  warded  off  all  the  a 
sarcasms  of  his  particular  friends,  rfho  on?  ever  ready  toJ| 
with  a  man  on  sore  points  of  the  kind,  by  alleging  ihatitfl 
a  giivornment   of  bis  own  election,  to  which  he  subn 
through  choice  ;  adding  at  tlie  same  time  a  profound  tt 
which  ho  hod  found  in  an  ancient  author,  that  " 
aspire  to  govern,  should  first  learn  U)  obey." 


C3HAPTER  rCL 

ttWnCR  AM  KICORDXD  THS  8A0K  PROJECTS  OF  ▲  RULIB  OF  TmiTER- 
lAL  0KHIU8— ^THI  AIT  OF  FIGHTIKO  BT  PROCLAMATION — ^AND  BOW 
THAT  TBI  TALIAXT  JACOBUS  TAN  CURLET  CAMI  TO  BK  FOULLT  DIS- 
BOIORXO  AT  FORT  OOKD  BOOP. 

\pEVER  was  a  more  comprehensive,  a  more  expeditious, 
'*•*'  or,  what  is  still  better,  a  more  economical  measure  de- 
^Wd,  than  this  of  defeating  the  Yankees  by  proclamation — an 
tipedient,  likewise,  so  gentle  and  humane,  there  were  ten 
^Imcca  to  one  in  &yor  of  its  succeeding, — ^but  then  there  was 
^  diance  to  ten  that  it  would  not  succeed — as  the  ill-natured 
bles  would  have  it,  that  single  chance  carried  the  day ! 
Ilie  prodamation  was  perfect  in  all  its  parts,  well  constructed, 
^1  written,  well  sealed,  and  well  published — all  that  was 
Minting  to  insure  its  effect  was,  that  the  Yankees  should  stand 
in  awe  of  it ;  but,  provoking  to  relate,  they  treated  it  with 
Uie  most  absolute  contempt,  applied  it  to  an  unseemly  pur- 
pose, and  thus  did  the  first  warlike  proclamation  come  to  a 
ibuneful  end — ^a  &te  which  I  am  credibly  informed  has  be- 
Ulen  but  too  many  of  its  successors. 

So  fiir  from  abandoning  the  country,  those  varlets  con- 
Imiied  their  encroachments,  squatting  along  the  green  banks 

i  the  Varsche  rivery-and  founding  Hartford,  Stamford,  New 
10 
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liana,  u«i  •ther  btwdor  bnnw.     I  I 

ika  onkMi  pAU-br*  <j(  f^i^m^  ww*  as  vjnMcvMJi 

Dtrlflt  aMl  hu  ^BrriMiM ;  bat  aow  Umn  i 

cTMMd    in   ih«ir    ktrodtki,  Uduppbg    hc^  tafa) 

Our  wiirtiiy  fora  aeunj;  «ir  abmd  4 

danger  of  briii{[  u  liiirwfcA.  o«-  tafcfti  k  la 

giuning  ;  <■  hite,  !■  U  i^  aoow  Jwini;  Ynkw  f* 

would  i^'iuilnM  ti  wU,  «ai  mmrij  raia  d« 

bouaewlv.'*  widi  tt»>  nuitei  bawb.' 

I  Mil  w«U  «wi  i«rlb  wkU  tHTiriM  ■»! 

part  of  iiiv  hiatorjr.  Wn  r«klii)t,  *bb  mngiii  k« 
]iii<uf  h'lrl.  niii-iiti!  t'*^  miulilrnng  mtiaim  •■i  U'nna 
HDxioua  t"  'Iraw  tbvn'frvini  tiie  bumjr  of  wkmLiin,  i  va, 
wiiiK-wliat  liko  tiMt  valiAUt  worthy,  SMwon.  wlio.  Ja  — 

■  Tha  fullowlnit  twt  In  polul  kpprar  la  lUnnT*  Coll—tlwl 
rupcn. 

"  In  lhi>  mrmtitlmr.  tlipT  of  Ilulfnn]  b*>a  DM  MwIt  Mf 
lakcQ  in  (be  luiili  af  CoDDccLlfOU,  aJlbonfb  nnricbiMrwIf  mA  < 
Ihi:  Uwea  nf  D4ili>n>  but  hi>c  biodcre'l  our  omltua  in  Miainf  M 
purcha«'.!  Iinilrn  iiji  U'mU.  bul  li»r«  ■!»>  imwrd  Ibnn  ■ilk  <««• 
iii);lii,  Hliicb  iliv  NvilvrlKiiilrn  bittl  lirokra  up  uidiBlintMW 
aiiil  haic  liMUD  Ihe  icrTknu  of  llw  high  and  nigbij  Um  haiaa 
IKiiii',  which  wen  Uborine  "poi  iWlre  nailer'*  l*iiil>,  fton  tW* 
oiih  MUka  \uA  plow  riiaTra  In  luuiila  manovr  laming.  intM 
ri-x^Btniili  Kv.-r  n<ickii>piIK*.Tt  Durckinhja  hole  in  ha  hM* 
Bticli,  Mj  lliil  the  bluoilr  nn  downo  (cr;  ■tnutglj  dom  ^ 
bodj." 

"The-W  of  I!srir.>t4  ("old  a  h^iri:,  iHaI  b.-liiticp.l  lo  ihf  bmHW 
panip,  under  prrlcnce  lliil  it  had  eilen  of  lb«ira  groaa^ 
Ihcj  had  not  anj  foot  of  inlicrilaiicp.  ThcT  pronkrod  Iha 
if  the  commimUDnpni  would  have  given  bt.  for  damage ;  wl 
mhdonen  denied,  l>ecius«  no«  man'a  own  bogg  (h  ■■ 
•an  tntpMi  upon  hi*  owns  uuler'i  grDande.". 
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Yith  the  carcass  of  a  dead  Hon,  drew  a  swarm  of  bees  about 
Ids  ears.  Thus,  while  narrating  the  many  misdeeds  of  the 
Tanokie  or  Yankee  race,  it  is  ten  chances  to  one  but  I  ofiend 
the  morbid  sensibilities  of  certain  of  their  unreasonable  de- 
•ooidants,  who  may  fly  out  and  raise  such  a  buzzing  about  this 
mdacky  head  of  mine,  that  I  shall  need  the  tough  hide  of  an 
AdiilleSy  or  an  Orlando  Furioso,  to  protect  me  from  their 
Huigs. 

Should  such  be  the  case,  I  should  deeply  and  sincerely 
lament — not  my  misfortune  in  giving  offence — ^but  the  wrong- 
Iteaded  perverseness  of  an  ill-natured  generation,  in  taking 
ofience  at  any  thing  I  say.     That  their  ancestors  did  use 
my  ancestors  ill  is  true,  and  I  am  very  sorry  for  it.    I  would, 
with  all  my  heart,  the  fact  were  otherwise ;  but  as  I  am  re- 
cording the  sacred  events  of  history,  I'd  not  bate  one  nail's 
breadth  of  the  honest  truth,  though  I  were  sure  the  whole 
edition  of  my  work  would  be  bought  up  and  burnt  by  the 
eommon  hangman  of  Connecticut.    And  in  sooth,  now  that 
fteae  testy  gentlemen  have  drawn  me  out,  I  will  make  bold 
to  go  further,  and  observe  that  this  is  one  of  the  grand  pur- 
poses for  which  we  impartial  historians  are  sent  into  the 
'Worid — ^to  redress  wrongs  and  render  justice  on  the  heads  of 
the  guilty.    So  that,  though  a  powerful  nation  may  wrong  its 
fteigfabora  with  temporary  impunity,  yet  sooner  or  later  an 
Ittstorian  springs  up,  who  wreaks  ample  chastisement  on  it  in 
Ycturn. 

Thus  these  moss-troopers  of  the  east  little  thought,  I'll 
vimiit  ity  while  they  were  harassing  the  inoffensive  prov* 
hoe  of  Niemr  Nederlands,  and  driving  its  unhappy  governor 
to  his  wit's  end,  that  an  historian  would  ever  arise,  and  give 
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them  their  own,  with  int«re3t.  Since,  then,  I  am  but  perform. 
ing  my  bounden  duty  ns  an  historian,  in  avenging  ihd  wrung) 
of  our  revered  ancestors,  !  shall  mitko  no  further  npfjlogy,  mil, 
indeed,  when  it  is  considered  that  I  have  all  these  ancient  bll^ 
dorers  of  the  east  in  my  power,  and  at  the  mercy  of  mj  pm 
1  trust  that  it  will  be  admitted  1  conduct  myaelf  with  gnU 
humanity  and  moderation. 

It  was  long  before  William  the  Testy  could  be  persurirf 
that  Ilia  much  vaiinteJ  war  measure  was  iiieffectiial ;  (m  ti» 
contrary,  he  flew  in  a  passion  whenever  it  was  doubted,  swmt 
ing  that  though  slow  in  operating,  yet  when  it  once  hepi^  u 
work,  it  would  soon  purge  the  land  of  these  invaders,  Wht 
convincwl,  at  length,  of  the  trutli,  like  a  shrewd  physician,  h 
attributed  the  failure  to  the  quantity,  not  the  quality  of  ib 
medicine,  and  resolved  to  double  the  dose.  Ho  fulminalct 
therefore,  a  second  proclnmation  more  vehement  than  the  liM, 
forbidding  all  intercourse  with  these  Yankee  intruders ;  opJ^ 
ing  the  Duleh  burghers  on  the  frontiers  to  buy  none  of  tii«  ^ 
pacing  horses,  measly  pork,  apple  sweetmeats,  "Wealhersfipi'' 
onions,  or  wooden  bowls,  and  to  furnish  them  with  no soppl" 
of  gin,  gingerbread,  or  sourkrout. 

Another  interval  elapsed,  during  which  the  last  pruclnii^ 
tion  was  as  little  regarded  as  the  first,  and  the  non-intercoun' 
was  especially  set  at  naught  by  the  young  folks  of  both  «i'-> 
if  we  may  judge  by  the  active  bundling  which  took  pin* 
along  the  borders. 

At  length  one  day  the  inhabifnnts  of  New  Amstwli'^ 
were  aroused  by  a  fhrious  barking  of  dogs,  great  and  aDuII- 
and  beheld,  to  their  surprise,  the  whole  garrison  of  Fort  G"  ■'■ 
Hoop  etraggling  into  town  oil  tattered  oad  waywoni.  ■  i -i 


mSTOBY  OF  NEW  TORE.  221 

ibus  Van  Curlet  at  their  head,  bringing  the  melancholy  in- 
geiioe  of  the  capture  of  Fort  Goed  Hoop  by  the  Yankees. 
Hie  fate  of  this  important  fortress  is  an  impressive  warn- 
to  all  military  commanders.  It  was  neither  carried  by 
m  nor  famine ;  nor  was  it  undermined ;  nor  bombarded ; 
set  on  (ire  by  red-hot  shot ;  but  was  taken  by  a  stratagem 
less  singular  than  effectual,  and  which  can  never  fail  of 
9688,  whenever  an  opportunity  occurs  of  putting  it  in 
Dtke. 

"h  seems  that  the  Yankees  had  received  intelligence  that 
f^rrison  of  Jacobus  Van  Curlet  had  been  reduced  nearly 
-^hth  by  the  death  of  two  of  his  most  corpulent  soldiers, 
>  had  overeaten  themselves  on  fat  salmon  caught  in  the 
"scfae  river.  A  secret  expedition  was  immediately  set  on 
t  to  surprise  the  fortress.  The  crafty  enemy  knowing  the 
its  of  the  garrison  to  sleep  soundly  after  they  had  eaten 
ir  dinners  and  smoked  their  pipes,  stole  upon  them  at  the 
titide  of  a  sultry  summer's  day,  and  surprised  them  in  the 
bt  of  their  slumbers. 

In  an  instant  the  flag  of  their  High  Mightinesses  was  lower- 
ftod  the  Yankee  standard  elevated  in  its  stead,  being  a 
d  codfish,  by  way  of  a  spread  eagle.  A  strong  garri- 
iras  appointed,  of  long-sided,  hard-fisted  Yankees,  with 
ithersfield  onions  for  cockades  and  feathers.  As  to  Jaco- 
Van  Curlet  and  his  men,  they  were  seized  by  the  nape  of 
neck,  conducted  to  the  gate,  and  one  by  one  dismissed 
I  A  kick  in  the  crupper,  as  Charles  XII.  dismissed  the 
"jr-bottomed  Russians  at  the  battle  of  Narva ;  Jacobus 
Curlet  receiving  two  kicks  in  oonsideration  of  his  official 

ftjr. 


CnAPTEE  IV. 


or   wiLLnii   rni   twit,  *»  W  | 

W   TDK   OOTIKNOE    HIH    SIMSOLt  TO 

msi  or  AKTtiovT  the  TsmipiTia.  i»> 
K  ABUuRixt  oiAftuias  or  mv  umuMftX 


T  ANGUAGE  cannot  oxprcas  the  awAJ  iro  of  Willi 
-*-^  Testy  on  lituriug  of  tlie  catnstrophe  at  Fort  Goed  II 
For  three  gooil  hours  his  ri^  was  too  great  for  wor 
rathi^r  the  words  were  too  great  for  him,  (being  a  very  II 
man,)  and    he   was   nearly  chokod  by  the  misshapen,  tl 
cumered  Dutoh  oaths  and  epithets  which  crowded  at  4 
into  his  gullet.     At  length  his  words  fuund  vent,  and  fur  d 
days  he  kept  up  a  constant  discharge,  anathematiiingj 
Yankees,  man,  woman,  and  child,  for  a  set  of  dievim,ac 
juckcn,  deugenieten,  twistzockeren,  blaes-kakon,  luc 
ken,  kak  ken-bod  den,  and  a  thousand  other  names,  uf  « 
unfortunately  for  posterity,  history  does  not  make  r 
Finally,  he  swors  tliat  he  would   have  nothing  more  H>  *» 
with  such  a  squatting,  bundling,  guessing,  qitestiunliig,  svip 
ping,  pumpkin-eating,  molasse^daubing,  shinglo-splittini^  t^' 
deriWftt«ring,  horae-jockeying,  nution-peddling  crew — that  ihf)' 
might  stay  at  Fort  Goed  Hoop  and  rot,  Ijoforo  he  would  dirt* 
his  bands  by  attempting  to  drive  them  away ;  in  proofs 
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A  he  ordered  the  new-raised  troops  to  be  marched  forth- 
li  into  winter  quarters,  although  it  was  not  as  yet  quite  mid- 
3iner.  Great  despondency  now  fell  upon  the  city  of  New 
laterdam.  It  was  feared  that  the  conquerors  of  Fort  Goed 
op,  flushed  with  victory  and  apple-brandy,  might  march  on 
he  capital,  take  it  by  storm,  and  annex  the  whole  province 
Connecticut  The  name  of  Yankee  became  as  terrible 
*iig  the  Nieuw  Nederlanders  as  was  that  of  Gaul  among 
ancient  Romans ;  insomuch  that  the  good  wives  of  the 
ihattoes  used  it  as  a  bugbear  wherewith  to  frighten  their 
ily  children. 

Everybody  clamored  around  the  governor,  imploring  him 
nxt  the  city  in  a  complete  posture  of  defence,  and  he  lis- 
d  to  their  clamors.  Nobody  could  accuse  William  the 
>y  of  being  idle  in  time  of  danger,  or  at  any  other  time. 
^as  never  idle,  but  then  he  was  often  busy  to  very  little 
Kwe.  When  a  youngling  he  had  been  impressed  with  the 
la  of  Solomon,  "  Go  to  the  ant,  thou  sluggard,  observe 
ways  and  be  wise,"  in  conformity  to  which  he  had  ever 
I  of  a  restless,  ant-like  turn  ;  hurrying  hither  and  thither, 
>dy  knew  why  or  wherefore,  busying  himself  about  small 
kers  with  an  air  of  great  importance  and  anxiety,  and  toil- 
et a  grain  of  mustard-seed  in  the  full  conviction  that  he 
moving  a  mountain.  In  the  present  instance,  he  called  in 
lis  inventive  powers  to  his  aid,  and  was  continually  pon- 
bg  over  plans,  making  diagrams,  and  worrying  about  with 
Dop  of  workmen  and  projectors  at  his  heels.  At  length, 
r  a  world  of  consultation  and  contrivance,  his  plans  of 
Doe  ended  in  rearing  a  great  flag-staff  in  the  centre  of  the 
f  and  perching  a  wind-mill  on  each  bastion. 


234  n«HBT  or  sxw  tubs. 

TWw  wai  Uk*  pnfmltdia  ib  ««■•  imimuhj  lOqrrf 
pablio  kUrm,  •^Mobllr  alW  u  AddidoMl  mciMcfMi 
tlte  MliTty  of  tbe  dtj  lad  bam  miggetied  hy  Om  gtnm 
UAy.  It  hM  alnsdr  fawa  Unto4  lo  tU«  nwrt  nlfaaAl 
u>rv,  tliAt  in  Um  diirnMlki  Critab&lmait  of  Williaiii  ^l 
"  thfl  gny  num  wm  irae  ;  "  is  vtlnr  wn^l 

hu  wife,  "  rulnd  Um>  o  girvvnuBg  th*  gam 

gorrmnl  the  fror'um  bt  titoa  ba  Hid  to  !»■ 

p«it>ooat  ^n-rninrat. 

Now  it  nuTM  to  [«  at  tUa  time  Ibn  IN 

tiM  Maufaalttw*  ■  ioOji  •  tmnpvteri  MOwd  Asl 

Van  Carir*r,  fiuncMM  ibc  villi ;  vid  who,  m  (kt  i 

goo«,  niiild  twon^  «o  [tol^ndy  uf-on  lib  injdruiiimt.  lij: 
t-fr.ll  u[H>n  all  withia  hearing  wu  like  tint  aKribcHJ  u 
Si-uit.-li  iMfrpipi!  uhi-n  it  liugs  ri^ht  iiwtUjr  S*  tlw  bom 

Till*  BKiuuJtT  "f  limsii  »M  niunvvvr  ft  lusty 
with  a  plro-iaiit,  burly  viso^,  a  Imig  Doao,  and  fai^ 
IIu  hod  bin  littla  boieerit,  i>r  rrtroat  in  tlM  COUKry, 
led  a  rtiysk-'ring  lifo,  git iiig  damx^  to  the  wivM  aad 
of  tbo  liurghen  ot  t)ic  Mmihallopa,  iiuomtK^  that  he  b«( 
a  jirndigiouH  favoriti-Hitli  utl  thi^  woinrn,  young  an)  oU 
i^  8aM  to  huvi'  Inwii  tlx'  first  to  mllnct  that  &mous  toDli 
on  tliti  fair  sex  at  Kiuing  Hrii1g<',  on  th«  highway  to  II 

Tn  thia  stunly  liarhclur  tlic  ryo*  of  all  the  wooM 
tumrd  in  tliis  tim<'  <>r  ilarkrK^s  and  |>«ril,  as  the  very 
scoond  and  curry  out  the  plaR»  of  derenoe  of  the 


'  T!jp  briJgr.  hen  mrntionH  hj  ilr,  KmfkPrt>ocker  HU 
ll  u  niil  tliit  tbt  loll  i*  Kriilom  rolkclril  oom -m-itjt  « 
•WghiDg  parliFi,  bj  the  dcwjeodanti  of  tba  { 
•crrg  tha  tradition*  or  the  citj. 
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dud  of  petticoat  council  was  forthwith  held  at  the  govern. 
at  house,  at  which  the  governor's  ladjr  presided ;  and  this 
ff  as  has  been  hinted,  being  all  potent  with  the  governor, 
^«8ult  of  these  councils  was  the  elevation  of  Antony  the 
mpeter  to  the  post  of  commandant  of  wind-mills  and 
mpion  of  New  Amsterdam. 

TEhe  city  being  thus  fortified  and  garrisoned,  it  would  have 
IB  one's  heart  good  to  see  the  governor  snapping  his  fingers 
i  fidgeting  with  delight,  as  the  trumpeter  strutted  up  and 
m  the  ramparts  twanging  defiance  to  the  whole  Yankee 
b,  as  does  a  modem  editor  to  all  the  principalities  and 
ran  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  In  the  hands  of 
lony  Van  Corlear  this  windy  instrument  appeared  to  him 
potent  as  the  horn  of  the  paladin  Astolpho,  or  even  the 
ft  classic  horn  of  Alecto ;  nay,  he  had  almost  the  temerity 
iompare  it  with  the  rams'  horns  celebrated  in  holy  writ,  at 
■^'▼ery  sound  of  whick  the  walls  of  Jericho  fell  do\yn. 

Be  all  this  as  it  may,  the  apprehensions  of  hostilities  from 
t-ttet  gradually  died  away.  The  Yankees  made  no  further 
Ision  ;  nay,  they  declared  they  had  only  taken  possession 
Fort  Goed  Hoop  as  being  erected  within  their  territories. 
fcr  from  manifesting  hostility,  they  continued  to  throng  to 
^  Amsterdam  with  the  most  innocent  countenances  im- 
table,  filling  the  market  with  their  notions,  being  as  ready 
^ade  with  the  Nederlanders  as  ever — and  not  a  whit  more 
le  to  get  to  the  windward  of  them  in  a  bargain. 
the  old  wives  of  the  Manhattoes  who  took  tea  with  the 
Imor's  lady  attributed  all  this  affected  moderation  to  the 

inspired  by  the  military  preparations  of  the  governor,  and 

Irindy  prowess  of  Antony  the  Trumpeter. 

10*  -        - 


SM  BmoBT  or  Kcw  vfMx.     ^^m 

Thtrm  wen  not  vutinf  iUllwml  adad^  hamni 
■Mrrvi)  Ml  tbo  f^TuTTH-r  (•x  thinking  lo  defend  bb  taj 
gDVcrnrd  it,  hy  ttirrv  Wind  ;  but  WlUlun  Kirft  vbM 
jc«r«d  oat  lit  hk  vtnd-milU — fa«  had  aecn  tlicm  pcRb 
iIm  nun|«rtauf  "  'ity  of  8Mirdam,i»l  w  pM 

the;  wrrv  (mm-eled  M  gnftt  acii-ncv  uT  iMvnci 

■o  moch  pi'itied  «  '  ^*^  them  made  am 

ridiinilc,  that  hu  iDtn  them  into  the  armi  t>{  A 

wbrrai  ihi^r  miiain  ti>  dty,  (juutcmd  wilii  tlwi 

beaver  i^  tlw  an  cuiUem  and  idombM 

polkj.  I 

I  must  not  omit  to  nwmion  that  orrtain  m\t»  M  li 
of  thr  MaiiliatliM-s,  »kitfut  in  ■■ijx.iiridiri2»i(^»  imJ  mji 
atliT  cvcnia  h»v<'  cimn  to  pa>w,  ron'M-r  this  rarlj  ut 
of  the  wind-mill  into  the  enrntcheon  of  onr  dty,  vUtk 
hod  been  wholly  occupied  by  the  beaver,  aa  porteMM 
aftiT  (iirtuiic,  when  the  quiet  Dutcbman  would  bed 
aside  by  the  cntcrprisiiif;  Yankee,  and  padmt  iodMtf] 
toppt^  hy  windy  Bpeculatiun. 


CHAPTER  V. 

•t  m  JUBXSPRUDKHCB  OP  WILLIAM  THI  TESTT,  AND  HIS  ADMIRABLE  IZ- 
PXDUCHT8  FOR  THX  8UPPRK8SI0N  OP  POTXRTT. 

AMONG  the  wrecks  and  fragments  of  exalted  wisdom 

I    "^  which  have  floated  down  the  stream  of  time  from  vener- 

\    tbie  antiquity,  and  been  picked  up  by  those  humble,  but  in- 

I  dutrious  wights  who  ply  along  the  shores  of  literature,  we 

fed  a  shrewd  ordinance  of  Charondas  the  Locrian  legislator. 

Amdoos  to  preserve  the  judicial  code  of  the  State  from  the 

additions  and  amendments  of  country  members  and  seekers 

of  popularity,  he  ordained  that,  whoever  proposed  a  new  law 

abould  do  it  with  a  halter  about  his  neck ;  whereby,  in  case 

lis  proposition  were  rejected,  they  just  hung  him  up— and 

^re  the  matter  ended. 

The  efSect  was,  that  for  more  than  two  hundred  years  there 
^  but  one  trifling  alteration  in  the  judicial  code ;  and  legal 
J^^^tterg  were  so  clear  and  simple  that  the  whole  race  of  law- 
yers starved  to  death  for  want  of  employment  The  Locri- 
^  too,  being  freed  from  all  incitement  to  litigation,  lived 
^^  lovingly  together,  and  were  so  happy  a  people  that  they 
"^e  scarce  any  figure  in  history ;  it  being  only  your  liti- 
S^  quarrelsome,  rantipole  nations  who  make  much  noise 
*  the  world. 


\ 
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1  have  been  reminded  of  these  historical  facts  In  owning 
treat  of  the  internal  policy  of  William  the  Testy, 
would  it  have  been  for  him  had  he  in  the  course  of  his  unini 
sal  acquirements  stumbled  upon  the  precaution  of  the  goai 
fliarondas,  or  had  he  looked  nearer  home  at  the  pnttuduiitt 
of  OlofTo  tlie  Dreamer,  when  the  community  \ 
without  laws.  Such  legislation,  however,  wna  not  siiitol  to 
the  busy,  meddling  mind  of  William  the  Testy.  On  the  on- 
trary,  lie  conceived  that  the  true  wisdom  of  legislation  ««■ 
sistcd  in  the  multiplicity  of  laws.  He  accnrdingly  had  prt* 
punishments  f<:>r  great  crimes,  and  little  punishments  for  liula 
(ilTences.  By  degrees  the  whole  suriace  of  BiKiety  was  cut  vf 
by  ditches  and  fences,  and  quickset  hedges  of  the  \iiti,t 
even  the  sequestered  paths  of  private  lifu  so  bt-si-t  by  p 
rules  and  ordinances,  too  numerous  to  be  remembered,  f 
one  could  scarce  walk  at  large  without  the  risk  of  let 
spring^n  or  falling  into  a  man-trap. 

In  a  little  while  the  blessings  of  innumerable  lavs  b 
apparent — a  class  of  men  arose  to  expound  and  confound  tl 
Petty  courts  were  instituted  to  take  cognizanc 
fences,  pettifoggers  began  lo  abound  ;  and  the  community 
soon  set  together  by  the  oars. 

Let  me  nut  be  thought  as  intending  any  thing  dero 
to  the  profession  of  the  law,  or  to  the  distinguished  i 
of  that  illustrioua  order.  Well  am  !  aware  that  we  1 
this  ancient  city  innumerable  worthy  gentlemen,  the  k 
errants  of  modem  days,  who  go  about  redressing  vrtx 
defending  the  defenceless,  not  for  the  luve  of  filthy  luc 
the  scliish  cravings  of  renown,  but  merely  for  the  plea 
doing  good.     Sooner  would  !  throw  this  trusty  pen  iolq 
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tames,  and  cork  up  my  ink-bottle  forever,  than  infringe  even 
fi>r  a  muPs  breadth  upon  the  dignity  of  these  truly  benevolent 
duunpiottsof  the  distressed.  On  the  contrary,  I  allude  merely 
to  those  caitiff  scouts  who,  in  these  latter  days  of  evil,  infest 
the  skirts  of  the  profession,  as  did  the  recreant  Cornish  knights 
of  yore,  the  honorable  order  of  chivalry ;  who,  under  its  aus- 
pices, commit  flagrant  wrongs ;  who  thrive  by  quibbles,  by 
^rks  and  chicanery,  and  like  vermin  increase  the  corruption 
in  which  they  are  engendered. 

Nothing  so  soon  awakens  the  malevolent  passions  as  the 
ficility  of  gratification.  The  courts  c^  law  would  never  be  so 
ODwded  with  petty,  vexatious  and  disgraceful  ^uits,  were  it 
Hot  for  the  herds  of  pettifi:)ggers.  These  tamper  with  the  pns- 
afons  of  the  poorer  and  more  ignorant  classes ;  who,  as  if  pov- 
erty were  not  a  sufficient  misery  in  itself,  are  ever  ready  to 
imbitter  it  by  litigation.  These,  like  quacks  in  medicine, 
cxdte  the  malady  to  profit  by  the  cure,  and  retard  the  cure  to 
sngment  the  fees.  As  the  quack  exhausts  the  constitution, 
&  pettifogger  exhausts  the  purse ;  and  as  he  who  has  once 
lem  under  the  hands  of  a  quack,  is  forever  afler  prone  to  dab- 
Ve  in  drugs,  and  poison  himself  with  infallible  prescriptions ; 
•0  the  client  of  the  pettifogger  is  ever  afler  prone  to  embroil 
kmself  with  his  neighbors,  and  impoverish  himself  with  suc- 
ttttful  lawsuits.  My  readers  will  excuse  this  digression  into 
which  I  have  been  unwarily  betrayed ;  but  I  could  not  avoid 
fHing  a  cool  and  imprejudiced  account  of  an  abomination  too 
ptevalent  in  this  excellent  city,  and  with  the  effects  of  which  I 
an  raefully  acquainted :  having  been  nearly  ruined  by  a  law- 
nit  which  was  dedded  against  me ;  and  my  ruin  having  been 
ttMDpleted  by  another,  which  was  decided  in  my  favor. 


MO 

To  Mai  [o  ovr  tketOA.  Then  wm  nolkkif  h] 
noff  ivf  tnoi  J  aAetMxa  ■gainst  vhick  ihe  j«rii^ 
WiltUni  t)ie  I'catjr  wm  tnAra  ■tmiiiinHaly  lUfMU^I 
trjrbi^;  uii  t-f  porortjr.  Il«  ]m>n>>atie«d  it  thm  routi/t, 
and  (kteniuni.<d  >l  mkI  brmdt,  ami  ^ 

froratlMbad.    li  mck,  in  Um  «o«fM  <l 

ds  bi  Ihtt  old  om  djm,  witit  l)w  widan 

noUiTu  [H-itinl  up  I  (WMv  thM  'uy  vipl 

b^(.';[ii,'  il..-n.-  w»u1  t  tiM  M(Mbs"  nd  M 

aerT.-.!,  tluit  no  li  to  W  Mm  IntlMtl 

IkkxI*  ;  hartng  dDubUoi  b  oC  their  rap  olj 

erty  nn.l  limimKi  rii4i  undBi  lu  UttTMr  of  the  la*.  ^ 
min.^i  t>.  iri.pr..v.i  tijHm  il...  liU.i.  In  .i  l.nK- nhita 
mochino  of  h\a  own  iiiveQtioa,  WM  «rect«d  hard  "hj 
Misery.  This  was  nothing  more  nor  lew  thu  «  gibb 
very  strtDgo,  uni'outh,  and  unmatchmble  ooiutniction,i 
c'lTicaLiouH,  08  he  boasU-d,  than  tbe  stocks,  for  the  fmi 
of  povi-rty.  It  wiks  fur  altitude  not  ft  whit  inferiortt 
Hainan  wi  rcnownnl  in  Uilile  history  ;  but  tbe  nimi 
c<)ntrLvanoe  was,  tlukt  tho  culprit,  instead  of  being  M 
by  thu  nii.'k  acc-orJinj;  to  venerable  custom,  wa»  hoi 
tho  waiiitband,  and  kipt  dangling  and  sprawling  ' 
hiaven  and  larlh  (■■r  an  hour  ur  two  at  a  time — to  tk 
eniortaJninent  and  cdifioutioii  uf  the  reapoctaUe  dtii 
usually  attend  exhibitions  ofthu  kind. 

It  is  ini-redible  how  the  little  governor  chuckled  il 
itig  caitilT  vagratiCs  nnd  sturdy  beggars  thus  swingiDi 
crupper,  and  cutting  antic  gniiiboU  in  tho  air.  He  hai 
sand  ploasantriea,  and  mirthful  oonoeita  to  utter  wf 
oocaiions.     Ue  collud  them  his  dondle-lions— hk  tU 
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his  high-fliers — his  spread-eagles — ^his  goshawks — ^his  scare- 
crows—And finally,  his  gallowi-birda ;  which  ingenious  appel- 
ktion,  though  originally  confined*  to  worthies  who  had  taken 
the  air  in  this  strange  manner,  has  since  grown  to  be  a  cant- 
lune  given  to  all  candidates  for  l^al  elevation.  This  punish- 
iMnt,  moreover,  if  we  may  credit  the  assertions  of  certain 
grave  etymologists,  gave  the  first  hint  for  a  kind  of  harnessing, 
or  strapping,  by  which  our  forefathers  braced  up  their  multi- 
irioos  breeches,  and  which  has  of  late  years  been  rcN-ived, 
•lid  continues  to  be  worn  at  the  present  day. 

Such  was  the  punishment  of  all  petty  delinquents,  va- 
grants and  beggars  and  others  detected  in  being  guilty  of  pov- 
tvly  in  a  small  way  ;  as  to  those  who  had  offended  on  a  great 
iode,  who  had  been  guilty  of  flagrant  misfortunes  and  enor- 
HxNii  backslidings  of  the  purse,  and  who  stood  convicted  of 
bige  debts,  which  they  were  unablp  to  pay,  William  Kiefl  had 
tkem  straightway  inclosed  within  the  stone  walls  of  a  prison, 
diere  to  remain  until  they  should  reform  and  grow  rich.  This 
lotable  expedient,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
Bore  efficacious  under  William  the  Testy  than  in  more  mod- 
n  days :  it  being  found  that  the  longer  a  poor  devil  was 
Bspt  in  prison  the  poorer  he  grew. 


Cn^VPTEE  VI 


r  WILLim  TRI   TIBTT    roB 


NEXT  to  his  projects  for  the  suppression  of  poverty,  imj 
be  classed  those  of  William  the  Testy,  for  incivri'in!;  'li' 
wealth  of  New  Amsterdam.    Solomon,  of  whose  (.-li.ir  i  ■     ■ 
wisdom  the  little  governor  was  somewhat  emuloii^s,  Ii.ii    '  i' 
gold  and  silver  as  plenty  as  the  stones  in  the  stn^ts  uf  Ji r: 
aalem.     "William  Kieft  could  not  pretend  to  vie  willi  him  v 
to  the  precious  metals,  but  he  determined,  as  an  ei]uiMLli^iit,: 
flood    the   streets  of  New  Amsterdam  with  In(li;i:!        > 
Tills  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  strings  of  ^H:l^l^ 
of  clams,  periwinkles,  and  other  shell-fish,  and  call.  J  ii.i....:. 
or  wampum.    These  had  formed  a  native  currency  amoi^  ll^r 
simple  savages ;  who  were  content  to  take  tliem  of  the  Dnltli 
men  in  exchange  for  peltries.     In  an  unlucky  n 
liam  the  Testy,  seeing  this  money  of  ensy  produi 
ccivcd  the  project  of  making  il  the  current  ooin  of  the  c 
inoe.     It  is  true  it  had  an  intrinsic  value  ^ong  the  Itui 
who  used   it  to  ornament  their  robos  and  moccu 
among  the  honest  burghers  it  hod  no  more  intrinsic  v: 
those  rugs  which  form  tlio  paper  currency  of  modcnt  i 
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His  consideration,  however,  had  no  weight  with  William 
Kieft.  He  began  by  paying  all  the  servants  of  the  company, 
nd  all  the  debts  of  government,  in  strings  of  wampum.  He 
lent  emissaries  to  sweep  the  shores  of  Long  Island,  which  was 
the  Ophir  of  this  modem  Solomon,  and  abounded  in  shell-fish. 
Tlese  were  transported  in  loads  to  New  Amsterdam,  coined 
into  Indian  money,  and  launched  into  circulation. 

And  now,  for  a  time,  affairs  went  on  swimmingly  ;  money 
lecime  as  plentiful  as  in  the  modern  days  of  paper  currency, 
ind,  to  use  the  popular  phrase,  "  a  wonderful  impulse  was 
pTen  to  public  prosperity."  Yankee  traders  poured  into  the 
frovinoe,  buying  every  thing  they  could  lay  their  hands  on, 
ttd  paying  the  worthy  Dutchmen  their  own  price — in  Indian 
ftooey.  If  the  latter,  however,  attempted  to  pay  the  Yankees 
fa  the  same  coin  for  their  tinware  and  wooden  bowls,  the  case 
V18  altered ;  nothing  would  do  but  Dutch  guilders  and  such 
:Bke  "metallic  currency."  What  was  worse,  the  Yankees 
t  fatroduoed  an  inferior  kind  of  wampum  made  of  oyster-shells, 
1^4  vhich  they  deluged  the  province,  carrying  off  in  exchange 
^  tlie  rilver  and  gold,  the  Dutch  herrings,  and  Dutch  cheeses : 
^^  early  did  the  knoM'ing  men  of  the  east  manifest  their  skill 
^fa  bargaining  the  New  Amsterdammers  out  of  the  oyster,  and 
hving  them  the  shell.* 

*  In  a  manuflcript  record  of  the  province,  dated  1659,  Library  of 

^  Kew  York  Historical  Society,  is  the  following  mention  of  Indian 

•Paey: 

Seawami  alias  wampam.     Beads  manufactured  from  the  Qttahanff  or 

f^.*  a  shcll-fiah  formerly  abounding  on  our  coasts,  but  lately  of  moro 

ooenrreoce,  of  two  colors,  black  and  white ;  the  former  twice  the 

of  the  latter.    Six  beads  of  the  white  and  three  of  the  black  for 

N  Kogliah  penny.    The  aeawant  deprcciatea  from  time  to  time.    The 
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It  vu  ft  \ang  time  befon  WUliwn  the  Tot*  n  ■ 
■Mulltle  haw  cfiinpleU'Ij^  hla  gnoA  {wiifert  of  finooR:  ml 
fld  agdoat  klin  by  bU  ooaltirn  Beigbbnn ;  nur  would  k) 
•bly  Iwra  avar  finind  it  owt,  bad  not  tiiUnp  ban  lina|tt| 
tint  the  YaaluM  I  ttomd  apoa  Loof  bMl 

hkd  c«t«bl[>boil  ft  I  ftt  0^*tor  [l>f ,  «bn 

were  tv  lining;  up  oil  lOu. 

Now  thU  wu  Ri  ftUadi  upon  ibe 

ftduulile  RMiao.  fliift  itruiM<niK-«l.     EirroM 

oouoat  lUnuor  of  i  unnr  ftt  tbc  (uoadhf  of 

Anut«nUin,  ftt  whkft  «  ojrMn'  figured  n  <■ 

liousl^v,  [hi>  .tiviim  i.lii'll-ri>)i  luf  bernlK'U  m  nkm^l./i 
stitious  rvVL'reliuu  at  llii.'  }t[iuihjitt4>cB  ;  am  witness  lbs  M 
(-nt'li^l  to  its  cult  in  rvory  ulivel  aiu)  liuw  and  ftllpy.  b 
it  is  the^  sliui<lard  luxury  of  tho  pI«oc,  aa  h  the  Usnfa 
Phil^i'lphiii,  till}  soft  orab  at  Baltiinon,  or  iba  eanvi 
it  W)ksliiii|{t(iii. 

Tho  wizun'  a(  Oyatir  nay,  tht'wfiire,  *™«  an  outnei' 
nu'n-Ijr  iiii  the  {"xketti,  but  thi.'  lunlon  i>f  the  Ni-w  A> 
(Liiiim^T^;  tho  wholi-  n  mi  in  unity  wu  nroused,  nnd  nn 
('ruKibli-  u'tut  inimrsiiuti'ly  M't  on  tiHit  a^tut  Ou'  Yn 
Evfty  Htuut  troTiL'lH'rmaii  )i&>it4-nii]  t<)  the  ktnndaiJ; 
ai)nii  tif  till'  iiiiMt  c<iri>ijliiil  Hur^'oiiiSHtcn onil  Schipmji 

Xe«  England  people  mike  uac  of  it  u  a  mcatu  of  barWr.  m*  a 

f™uJi-ii  of  litr  rriinup«,  siid  III*  iiiiTohintg  disippotiit«d  la  I 
tunis  Willi  ili»t  »!>■•••>'  "illi  "I'i'li  lliiT  might  iri«h  la  u««tdta 
ini^nu:    wliile    llifir  ^umllLis^iulJ^:r»  mud   the   iabalHtanta  n 
lUKked  tiiili  »f»«iiiil— »  sort  of  turrcucj  of  no  TabM  ax 
New  Setberland  •avagi'a,  Ac. 
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idon  as  a  corps  de  reserve,  only  to  be  called  into 
Mi  when  the  sacking  commenced. 

[fie  conduct  of  the  expedition  was  intrusted  to  a  valiant 
oilman,  who  for  size  and  weight  might  have  matched  with 
biTttid  .the  Danish  champion,  slain  by  Guy  of  Warwick. 
"Was  &mous  throughout  the  province  for  strength  of  arm 
'  skill  at  quarter-staff,  and  hence  was  named  Stoffel  Brin. 
lioif ;  or  rather,  Brinkerhoofd ;  that  is  to  say,  Stoffel  the 
^breaker. 

Qlds  sturdy  commander,  who  was  a  man  of  few  words  but 
bvous  deeds,  led  his  troops  resolutely  on  through  Nineveh, 
i  Babylon,  and  Jericho,  and  Patch-hog,  and  other  Long  Isl- 
It.lowns,  without  encountering  any  difficulty  of  note  ;  though 
I  said  that  some  of  the  burgomasters  gave  out  at  Hard- 
Bnble  Hill  and  Hungry  Hollow,  and  that  others  lost  heart 
L  tamed  back  at  Puss-panick.  With  the  rest  he  made  good 
Inarch  until  he  arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Oyster  Bay. 
Here  he  was  encountered  by  a  host  of  Yankee  warriors, 
led  by  Preserved  Fish,  and  Habakkuk  Nutter,  and  Return 
Wg,  and  Zcrubbabel  Fisk,  and  Determined  Cock  !  at  the 
^  of  whose  names  Stoffel  Brinkerhoff  verily  believed  the 
lie  parliament  of  Praise-God  Barebones  had  been  let  loose 
|i  him.  He  soon  found,  however,  that  they  were  merely 
•^ selectmen"  of  the  settlement,  armed  with  no  weapon 
I  the  tongue,  and  disposed  only  to  meet  him  on  the  field  of 
l&ient.  Stoffel  had  but  one  mode  of  arguing ;  that  was, 
kthe  cudgel ;  but  he  used  it  with  such  effect  that  ho  routed 
'Sntagonists,  broke  up  the  -settlement,  and  would  have 
in  the  inhabitants  into  the  sea  if  they  had  not  managed  to 
fe  across  the  Sound  to  the  mainland  by  the  DeviPs  step- 
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CHAPTER  YIL 


ttOWnO   DI8C0HTEHT8    OF   HKW  AMSTERDAM  UNDER  THl  G0TER5MKNT  OF 

WILLIAM  THE  TESTT. 


TT  has  been  remarked  by  the  observant  writer  of  the  Stuy- 
"*•  vesant  manuscript,  that  under  the  administration  of  Wil- 
liam Kieft  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Amster- 
^  experienced  an  essential  change,  so  that  they  became  very 
meddlesome  and  factious.  The  unfortunate  propensity  of  the 
little  governor  to  experiment  and  innovation,  and  the  frequent 
exacerbations  of  his  temper,  kept  his  council  in  a  continual 
^orry;  and  the  council  being  to  the  people  at  large  what 

f  yeast  or  leaven  is  to  a  batch,  they  threw  the  whole  commu- 
luty  in  a  ferment ;  and  the  people  at  large  being  to  the  city 
*W  the  mind  is  to  the  body,  the  unhappy  commotions  they 
iDiderwent  operated  most  disastrously  upon  New  Amsterdam 

F  ^insomuch  that,  in  certain  of  their  paroxysms  of  consterna- 
tion and  perplexity,  they  begat  several  of  the  most  crooked, 
^torted,  and  abominable  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys,  with 
*liich  this  metropolis  is  disfigured. 

The  fact  was,  that  about  this  time,  the  community,  like 
°^^l*am'8  ass,  began  to  grow  more  enlightened  than  its  rider, 
^  to  show  a  disposition  for  what  is  called  "  self  govern- 
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ment,"  This  restive  propensity  was  first  evinced  ii 
popular  meetings,  in  whith  the  burghera  of  New  Amst«rdi 
met  to  talk  and  smoke  over  the  complicated  affiiira  of  I 
province,  gradually  obfuscating  themselves  with  pulillcs  > 
tobaoeo-smoke.  Hither  resorted  those  idlers  and  squirei 
low  d^ree  who  hang  loose  on  society  and  are  blown  about  1 
every  wind  of  doctrine.  Cobblers  abandoned  thdr  stallti 
give  lessons  on  political  economy  ;  blacksmiths  suffered  thi 
fires  to  go  out  while  they  stirred  up  the  fires  of  fiiction  ;  u 
even  tailors,  tliough  said  to  bo  the  ninth  parts  of  humwiU 
neglected  their  own  measures  to  criticize  the  measuns 


Strange  !  that  the  science  of  government,  which  sccnui  I 
be  so  geJierally  understood,  should  invariably  bo  denied  I 
the  only  one  called  upon  to  exercise  it.  Not  one  of  the  pd 
ticians  in  question,  but,  take  his  word  for  it,  could  have  ■ 
ministered  aflairs  ten  times  better  than  William  the  Testy. 

Under  the  instructions  of  these  political  oracles  the  gi 
peopla  of  New  Amsterdam  soon  became  exceedingly  eiili| 
ened ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  ejiccedingly  discontenul 
They  griulually  found  out  the  fearful  error  in  which  they  b 
indulged,  of  thinking  themselves  the  happiest  people  io  cni 
tioa  ;  and  were  convinc^l  that,  all  circumstances  to  the  ool 
trary  notwithstanding,  they  were  a  very  unhappy,  delude 
and  consequently  ruined  people  ! 

We  are  uuturnlly  prone  to  discontent,  and  avaricious  ato 
imaginary  causes  of  lamentation.  Like  lubberly  monks  "* 
belabor  our  own  shoulders,  and  take  a  vast  sntblWtioa  hi  tl 
music  of  our  oiro  groans.  Nor  is  this  said  by  way  of  pan 
tlox  f  ■h.ily  experience  shows  the  truth  of  those  kibservatioill 
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It  is  almost  impossible  to  elevate  the  spirits  of  a  man  groan- 
ing under  ideal  calamities ;  but  nothing  is  easier  than  to  ren- 
^  him  wretched,  though  on  the  pinnacle  of  felicity ;  as  it 
vonld  be  an  Herculean  task  to  hoist  a  man  to  the  top  of  a 
Steele,  though  the  merest  child  could  topple  him  off  thence. 

I  most  not  omit  to  mention  that  these  popular  meetings 
vere  generally  held  at  some  noted  tavern  ;  these  public  edi- 
fices possessing  what  in  modem  times  are  thought  the  true 
fcuntains  of  political  inspiratioa.  Hie  ancient  Greeks  delib- 
^nted  upon  a  matter  when  drunk,  and  reconsidered  it  when 
iober.  Mob  politicians  in  modern  times  dislike  to  have  two 
Buods  upon  a  subject ;  so  they  both  deliberate  and  act  when 
^nmk ;  by  this  means  a  world  of  delay  is  spared ;  and  as  it 
is  universally  allowed  that  a  man  when  drunk  sees  double,  it 
^ws  conclusively  that  he  sees  twice  as  well  as  his  sober 
■leighbon. 


CHAPTER  Tin. 


TTTILHELMUS   KIEFT,  jia  hoa  ulready  been  tbtrril. 


♦*    , 


a,  great  legislator  o 


stimll  Bcnle,  iui(]  Itail  > 


oroscopic  eye  in  publiy  nflUirs,    He  had  been  grimtly  annojiJ 
by  the  factious  meeting  of  the  good  people  of  New  Amst"- 
dam,  but,  observing  that  on  these  oceosions  the  pipe  was  e"-' 
in  their  mouth,  he  began  to  think  that  the  pipe  was  nl  t^" 
bottom  of  thu  alTair,  and  that  there  was  some  mysterious  sffi"- 
ity  between  politics  and  tobacco  smoke.    Determined  to  rtriV" 
at  the  niot  of  the  evil,  he  began,  furthwith,  lo  rail  at  tobaWN 
as  a  noxious,  nauseous  weed  ;  lilthy  in  all  its  uses ;  and  v  t> 
smoking  he  denounced  it  ns  a  heavy  tax  upon  the  puM'' 
pocket ;  a  vast  consumer  of  time,  a  great  encourager  of  iiU* 
ness,  aud  a  d^/adly  bane  to  the  prosperity  and  morals  ol 
people.     Finally  ho  issued  an  ediet,  prohibiting  the  sn«A; 
Df  tobacco  throughout  the  New  Netherlands.     Ill-&t«d  K 
tiad  he  lived  in  the  present  age  and  attcnipt,tid  to  d 
unbounded  license  of  the  press,  he  could  not  have  struck  m 
sorely  upon  the  seusibilitii^  of  the  million.    The  pip«,  a  4 
was  the  great  organ  of  reflection  and  delibemtiun  oT  tlw  If 
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Netherlander.  It  was  his  constant  companion  and  solace— 
v»  be  gay,  he  smoked ;  was  he  sad,  he  smoked ;  his  pipe 
was  never  out  of  his  mouth ;  it  was  a  part  of  his  physiognomy ; 
vithoQt  it  his  best  friends  would  not  know  him.  Take  away 
b  pipe  ?    You  might  as  well  take  away  his  nose ! 

The  immediate  effect  of  the  edict  of  William  the  Testy 
^  a  popular  commotion.  A  vast  multitude  armed  with 
pipes  and  tobacco-boxes,  and  an  immense  supply  of  ammuni- 
tion, sat  themselves  down  before  the  governor's  house,  and 
M  to  smoking  with  tremendous  violence.  Ihe  testy  Wil- 
I^  issued  forth  like  a  Mrrathful  spider,  demanding  the  reason 
of  this  lawless  ^migation.  The  sturdy  rioters  replied  by 
loDing  back  in  their  seats,  and  puffing  away  with  redoubled 
brj ;  raising  such  a  murky  cloud  that  the  governor  was  fain 
to  take  refuge  in  the  interior  of  his  castle. 

A  Tong  negotiation  ensued  through  the  medium  of  Antony 
ie  Trumpeter.  The  governor  was  at  first  wrathful  and  un- 
fielding,  but  was  gradually  smoked  into  terms.  He  concluded 
Vf  permitting  the  smoking  of  tobacco,  but  he  abolished  the 
iir  long  pipes  used  in  the  days  of  Wouter  Van  Twiller,  de- 
biting ease,  tranquillity,  and  sobriety  of  deportment ;  these 
K  condemned  as  incompatible  with  the  despatch  of  business, 
in  place  whereof  he  substituted  little  captious  short  pipes,  two 
ioehes  in  length,  which,  he  observed,  could  be  stuck  in  one 
Boroer  of  the  mouth,  or  twisted  in  the  hat-band  ;  and  would 
itever  be  in  the  way.  Thus  ended  this  alarming  insurrection, 
vhidi  was  long  known  by  the  name  of  The  Pipe  Plot,  and 
vhieh,  it  has  been  somewhat  quaintly  observed,  did  end,  like 
■wrt  plots  and  seditions,  in  mere  smoke. 

Bat  mark,  oh,  reader !  the  deplorable  evils  which  did 
11 
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afVerwarOa  tosuIu  The  smoke  of  these  tilbuious  little  pi 
cnntinually  asv^nOing  in  a  cloud  about  the  nose,  p«nel 
into  and  befugged  the  cerebellum  ;  dried  up  all  the  ki 
moisture  of  the  bniin,snd  renderL-d  the  people  who  used  thivni 
as  vaporish  and  tester  as  the  giovernor  himself.  \av,  wboi  u 
worse,  from  bdng  goodly,  burly,  sleek-conditioned  mpn,  lie/ 
became,  like  our  Dutch  yeomanry  who  smoke  short  pipe>i> 
lantem-javred,  smoke-dried,  leathern-hided  race. 

Nor  was  this  all.  From  this  latal  sdusm  in  tobacco  pifA 
we  may  date  tlic  rise  of  parties  in  the  Nieuw  Nedeilandfc 
The  rich  and  self  important  burghers  who  hod  made  their  to- 
tunes,  and  could  alford  to  ha  lazy,  adhered  to  the  aaaeat 
fashion,  and  formed  a  kind  of  arislocruoy  kikown  as  the  Ltmf 
Pipet;  while  the  lower  order,  adopting  tie  reform  of  Wit 
liam  Kioll  as  mure  convenient  in  their  handicrafl  employ- 
ments, wore  branded  with  the  plebeian  name  of  Skort  Pipa. 

A  third  party  sprang  up,  beaded  by  the  deacondants  oT 
Rubert  Chewit,  lite  companion  of  the  great  Hudson.  TIum 
discarded  pipes  altogether  and  took  to  chewing  tobaoeu ;  bow 
they  were  called  QhuU  ;  an  appellation  since  given  ti>  tlfw 
political  mongrels,  whiuh  sometimes  spring  up  betweea  iv" 
great  parties,  as  a  mule  b  produced  between  a  horse  ud  u 


And  here  1  would  note  the  great  benefit  of  party  distiaf 
lions  in  saving  the  people  at  lai^  the  trouble  of  thinLibg- 
Ilesiod  divides  mankind  into  three  classes,  those  who  thiok 
for  themselves,  those  who  think  as  others  tJiink,  and  tbow 
who  do  nut  think  at  all.  The  second  class  oomprises  tiic 
great  mass  of  society ;  for  most  people  reijuirc  a  set  criwJ 
and  a  fdc-luader.     I  lance  the  origin  of  party  :  which  iumd** 
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■rge  body  of  people,  some  few  of  whom  think,  and  all  the 
"QBt  talk.  The  former  take  the  lead  and  discipline  the  latter ; 
irescribing  what  they  must  say ;~  what  they  must  approve ; 
vhat  they  most  hoot  at;  whom  they  must  support;  but, 
riwre  all,  whom  they  must  hate ;  for  no  one  can  be  a  right 
good  partisan,  who  is  not  a  thorough-going  hater. 

Tbe  enlightened  inhabitants  of  the  Manhattoes,  therefore, 
being  divided  into  parties,  were  enabled  to  hate  each  other 
Kith  great  accuracy.  And  now  the  great  business  of  politics 
vent  bravely  on,  the  long  pipes  and  short  pipes  assembling 
h  separate  beer-houses,  and  smoking  at  each  other  with  im- 
placable vehemence,  to  the  great  support  of  the  state  and 
profit  of  the  tavern-keepers.  Some,  indeed,  went  so  far  as  to 
bespatter  their  adversaries  with  those  odoriferous  little  words 
•Vdi  smell  so  strong  in  the  Dutch  language ;  believing,  like 
boe  politicians,  that  they  served  their  party,  and  glorified 
themselves  in  proportion  as  they  bewrayed  their  neighbors. 
Bot,  however  they  might  differ  among  themselves,  all  parties 
agreed  in  abusing  the  governor;  seeing  that  he  was  not  a  gov- 
traor  of  their  choice,  but  appointed  by  others  to  rule  over 
Unn. 

Unhappy  William  Kiefl !  exclaims  the  sage  writer  of  the 
Stnjvesant  manuscript,  doomed  to  contend  with  enemies  too 
baowing  to  be  entrapped,  and  to  reign  over  a  people  too  wise 
to  be  governed.  All  his  foreign  expeditions  were  bafRed  and 
*H  at  naught  by  the  all-pervading  Yankees ;  all  his  home 
■assures  were  canvassed  and  condemned  by  "  numerous  and 
'•^ectable  meetings  "  of  pot-house  politicians. 

h  the  multitude  of  counsellors,   we  are  told,  there  is 
;  afety ;  but  the  multitude  of  counsellors  was   a  continual 


I 
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•onreo  of  perplnliy  to  WilUuro  KidU    Widi  a  t 
M  b<it  as  u\  ulJ  radinli,  nnil  m  niiixl  flul'^oct  to  pwrpcCq 
winds  uid  tiinisilora,  he  nrvrr  fail«d  to  g<A  into  a  fM 
«viTV  (m(>  whu  uwlprtook  U»  advise  him.     I  bava 
howcvrr,  that  }»ur  pamiunni     littla  men,  like  uuaQ  ! 
Uj^  «ula,  ana  cwily  upapt  -r  blowa  out  of  their  cMlj 
wu  it  with  William  the  Tu  y,  wlio  wu  pratw  U>  b*^ 
away  by  the  bat  piece  of  ad    «n  lilowa  iato  h»  oar.    It 
•uquidim  woa,  that,  tltuugh  a  prtijvciar  of  tlM  first  tJaa 
by  CMntiiiunlly  cliangiog  hta  ]  roj«ct)S  ha  gavo  non«  a  tair 
and  by  rjidravi>ring  to  do  every  thia^  bo  in  soImt  tra 
nothing. 

In  the  mean  time,  tho  sovereign  people  got  into  tlie  ■ 
ahowed  themselves,  as  usual,  unmerciful  riders ;  sponi 
tho  little  governor  with  harangues  and  petitiona,  and  d 
ing  him  with  nicmnriols  and  reproaches,  in  mucii  tba 
way  as  hotyday  apprentices  mooagu  an  unlucky  devil 
hack-horse — so  that  Wtlhclnius  Kiell  waa  kept  at  a  voi 
a  gallup  throughout  the  whole  of  bis  adminiatration. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

tv  m  loixT  or  biixo  baptt  m  timb  oy  prospbritt — of  tboublbm 

TO  TBI  SOrrH   BBOUQHT    on    BT   ANKBXATION  —  OP  THE   SECRET   EZPE- 
»inOS  OF  JAB  JABSBB  ALPBKDAM,  AND  HIS   ItAGNIPICKBT   REWARD. 

TF  ire  could  but  get  a  peep  at  the  tally  of  dame  Fortune, 
^kere  like  a  vigilant  landlady  she  chalks  up  the  debtor 
nd  creditor  accounts  of  thoughtless  mortals,  we  should  find 
tbt  every  good  is  checked  off  by  an  evil ;  and  that  however 
ve  may  apparently  revel  scot-free  for  a  season,  the  time  will 
ttme  when  we  must  ruefully  pay  off  the  reckoning.  For- 
tne  in  ftct  is  a  pestilent  shrew,  and  withal  an  inexorable 
obiter ;  and  though  for  a  time  she  may  be  all  smiles  and 
cvtsies  and  indulge  us  in  long  credits,  yet  sooner  or  later  she 
brings  up  her  arrears  with  a  vengeance,  and  washes  out  her 
■cores  with  our  tears.  "  Since,"  says  good  old  Boetius,  "  no 
B>u  csQ  retain  her  at  his  pleasure,  what  are  her  favors  but 
*^  prognostications  of  approaching  trouble  and  calamity  ?  " 
I  This  is  the  fundamental  maxim  of  that  sage  school  of 
pWosophers  the  croakers,  who  esteem  it  true  wisdom  to 
^U  and  despond  when  other  men  rejoice ;  well  knowing 
^  happiness  b  at  best  but  transient ;  that  the  higher  one  is 
*^«^»ted  on  the  see-saw  balance  of  fortune,  the  lower  must  be 
^  nlMeqa^it  depression ;  that  he  who  is  on  the  uppermost 
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round  of  a  ladder  has  most  to  miffcr  from  a  fall,  while  he  i 
is  at  the  bottom  runs  very  little  risk  of  broalung  his  nwk 
tumbling  to  the  top. 

Philosophical  readers  of  this  stamp  must  have  donhli 
indulged  in  dismal  furebodiugs  all  through  the  tranquil 
of  Wnlt«?r  the  Doubter,  and  considered  it  what  Dutch  w 
call  a  weather-breeder.  They  will  not  be  surprised,  iheitfe 
that  the  foul  weather  which  gathered  during  hia  days, 
now  be  rattling  from  all  quarters  on  the  head  uf  WilUl 
the  Testy. 

The  origin  of  some  of  these  troubles  may  be  traced  qi 
back  to  the  diso^veries  and  annexations  of  Hans  Bcia 
(tolliout  the  explorer  and  Wynanl  Ten  Breeches  Uw  ll 
measurer,  made  in  the  twilight  days  of  OlofTe  the  Dream 
by  which  the  territories  of  the  Nieuw  Nedcrlands  were  t 
ricd  far  to  the  south,  to  Delaware  river  and  parts  beyn 
The  consequence  was,  many  disputes  and  brawls  with  i 
Indians,  which  now  arid  then  reached  the  drowsy  ears  of  ^ 
ter  the  Doubter  and  his  oouncil,  like  the  muttering  of  diil 
thunder  from  behind  the  mountains,  without,  however,  i 
tiirbing  their  repose.  It  was  not  till  the  time  of  WilUwal 
Testy  tltat  the  thunderbolt  reached  the  Manhnttocs,  \t] 
the  little  governor  was  diligently  protecting  hia  eastern 
dories  from  the  Yankees,  word  was  brought  him  of  the  il^ 
tion  of  a  vagrant  colony  of  Swedes  in  the  south,  who 
landed  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  and  displayed  the 
ner  of  that  redoubtable  virago  Queen  Christina,  and  t 
possession  of  the  country  in  her  name.  Those  had 
guided  in  their  expedition  by  one  Peter  Minuits  or  M 
wits,  a  renegade  Dulchtnon,  formerly  in  lliu  service  of 
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High  ITightinesses ;  but  who  now  declared  himself  governor  of 
ill  the  suiTOunding  country,  to  which  was  given  the  name  6f 
tk  province  of  Nxw  Sweden. 

It  is  an  old  saying  that ''  a  little  pot  is  soon  hot,"  which 
WM  the  case  with  William  the  Testy.  Being  a  little  man  he 
^18  soon  in  a  passion,  and  once  in  a  passion  ho  soon  boiled 
over.  Summoning  his  council  on  the  receipt  of  this  news,  he 
Uabored  the  Swedes  in  the  longest  speech  that  had  been 
Wd  in  the  colony  since  the  wordy  warfare  of  Ten  Breeches 
tnd  Tough  Breeches.  Having  thus  taken  off  the  fire-edge  of 
hit  Talor,  he  resorted  to  hb  favorite  measure  of  proclamation, 
iod  despatched  a  document  of  the  kind,  ordering  the  ren^ade 
Hinnewits  and  his  gang  of  Swedish  vagabonds  to  leave  the 
tountiy  immediately,  under  pain  of  the  vengeance  of  their 
High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  (xeneral,  and  of  the  po- 
teotates  of  the  Manhattoes. 

This  strong  measure  was  not  a  whit  more  effectual  than  its 
pedeoessors,  which  had  been  thundered  against  the  Yankees ; 
nd  William  Kieft  was  preparing  to  follow  it  up  with  something 
itni  more  formidable,  when  he  received  intelligence  of  other 
ioTidera  on  his  southern  frontier ;  who  had  taken  possession 
^  the  hanks  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  built  a  fort  there.  They 
vere  represented  as  a  gigantic,  gunpowder  race  of  men,  ex- 
ceedingly expert  at  boxing,  biting,  gouging,  and  other  branches 
of  the  rough-and-tumble  mode  of  war&re,  which  they  had 
Wned  from  their  prototypes  and  cousins-german,  the  Vir- 
pwans,  to  whom  they  have  ever  borne  considerable  rcsem- 
^iinoe.  Like  them,  too,  they  were  great  roysters,  much  given 
to  rerel  on  hoeH»ke  and  bacon,  mint-julep  and  apple-toddy  ; 
^kenoe  thdr  newly-formed  colony  had  already  acquired  the 
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MUM  nt  MywryUtui  ;  wUA,  vhh  a  ttigte 

In  fart  tbn  Mrrr  V  Iwidm 
wsra  wpttMlwil  Ui  Willkm  Khft 
•nginal   rtuck  m  kl>  1dn«r  MMinhM  ite  TnuhK' 
IribMuf  Ukm«;  luving  bulk  Kine  OTV  !■•  tfck  i 
Um  liberty  nf  ccMdotm ;  nr,  ia  other  wotd^  to  Ewvl 
ploMod :  Um  Yrnkma  tekUif  t«  |m/1iig  mat 
■ad  egavrrtinf  <iiiali«r« ;  and  tfae  8«utkara«i  to 
■nd  oH-k.BfEhlin^  wkI  InvvUng  ncfrask 

Against  than  new  Invadnn  WIQiditinB  EkA 
dnpau-Jictl  a  nnval  armkmmt  of  two  ilonpa  nad  ^t^' 
uiiiliT  Jan  JntiH'Ti  AIjH'inUm,  who  uiw  ariiiod  lolhevm' 
Hjih   i-np   of  ilir   liitip  pivomvr'a  mart  powerful  ^ 
writun  in  viporou*  I»w  Dutc^ 

AOrtiirJ  Al|>cii<ltt>n  arrivi-d  without  accideni In  OwMi)' 
kill,  oiiil  vnmt!  upon  thi-  rnmiy  just  on  thejr 
f!r<at  "  bnrl»pcuv,"  d  kind  of  fistivity  nr  tnriiusF  luuct  f» 
li>wd  in  Mrirylwid.  Opening  upon  thwn  wiili  thr  tpmi* 
William  the  T««ty.  he  denounced  thfm  as  a  pack  of  ^ 
canting,  julcp-lipjilinjt.  cjck -fight  inj;.  hurap-r»ciiig,  »l*v^4^» 
iii^,  tavi>rn-huntiti|;,  Sul)balh-broal(inf!,  mulatto-br«dii|  ^ 
sluru;  and  ciindiiiW  hy  i-rdiring  ihi^m  ta  «Taniat«tlwi 
try  im  mediately  :  to  which  they  laconitally  replied  ia 
English,  "  they'd  see  him  d d  first  \ " 

Now  thiis  was  a  reply  i>n  which  neither  Jon  JaoMO  Uf^ 
dun  nur  Wilhelmua  Kicfl  had  made  any  calculation,  fl*] 
ing  himaeir,  therefiirc,  totally  unpreparml  to  answer  ao  teiri)^ 
rebuff  with  suitable  hirstility,  the  admiral  concluded  his  via* 
courae  would   be  to  reVuTiv  Wtcvk  kiA  ■^«\««\  ij  i  ii(j  i  w    H' 
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"dingly  steered  his  course  back  to  New  Amsterdam,  where 
Tived  safe,  having  accomplished  this  hazardous  enterprise 
ludl  expense  of  treasure,  and  no  loss  of  life.  His  saving 
y  gained  him  the  universal  appellation  of  the  Saviour  of 
Country  ;  and  his  services  were  suitably  rewarded  by  a 
'le  monument,  erected  by  subscription  on  the  top  of 
enbarrack-hill,  where  it  immortalized  his  name  for  three 
3  years,  when  it  fell  to  pieces  and  was  burnt  for  firewood. 


11* 


CHAPTER  X. 


A  BOUT-this  time  the  testy  liulo  governor  of  the  . 
-'-*-  Netherlands  nppoara  to  have  liad  his  htutds  full, and 
one  annoyance  and  the  other  to  have  been  kept  eontinuall] 
the  bounce.  He  was  on  the  very  point  of  following  up 
expedition  of  Jan  Jansen  Alpondam  by  some  Ixdiigi 
measures  agutnst  the  marauders  of  Merryland,  when  hu  i 
tJon  was  suddenly  called  away  by  belligerent  troubles  sp 
ing  up  in  another  quarter,  the  seoda  of  whii;h  liad  bcea  i 
in  the  tranquil  days  of  Walter  the  Doubter, 

The  reader  will  recollect  the  deep  doubt  into  which 
most  paciliu  governor  was  thrown  on  Killian  Van  Itcnaiell 
takinij  jwssession  of  Beam  Island  by  wapen  recht.  WWl* 
governor  doubted  and  did  nothing,  the  lordly  Killian 
to  complete  his  sturdy  little  castollum  of  Renscllacrstcin, 
to  garrison  it  with  a  number  of  his  temiiits  from  the  11b 
berg,  a  mountain  region  famous  for  the  hardest  hodi 
hardest  fists  in  the  province.  Nicholas  Koom,  a  &it]ifulK 
of  the  patroon,  accustomed  to  strut  at  his  heels,  vetr  ha 
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off  dothtis,  find  imitate  his  lofly  bearing,  was  established  in 
thia  post  as  wacht-meestcr.  His  duty  it  was  to  keep  an  eye 
^  the  river,  and  oblige  every  vessel  that  passed,  unless  on 
the  service  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  to  strike  its  flag,  lower 
its  peik,  and  pay  toll  to  the  lord  of  Kensellaerstein. 

Hiis  assumption  of  sovereign  authority  within  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Lords  States  General,  however  it  might  have 
Wn  tolerated  by  Walter  the  Doubter,  had  been  sharply  con- 
tested by  William  the  Testy  on  coming  into  office,  and  many 
written  remonstrances  had  been  addressed  by  him  to  Killian 
Vsn  Rensellaer,  to  which  the  latter  never  deigned  a  reply. 
Urns,  by  d^rees,  a  sore  place,  or,  in  Hibernian  parlance,  a 
^had  been  established  in  the  irritable  soul  of  the  little 
p>vernor,  insomuch  that  he  winced  at  the  very  name  of  Ken- 
■ellaerstein. 

Now  it  came  to  pass,  that  on  a  fine  sunny  day  the  Com- 
psny^s  yacht  the  Half-Moon,  having  been  on  one  of  its  stated 
^ts  to  Fort  Aurania,  was  quietly  tiding  it  down  the  Hudson. 
IW  commander,  Govert  Lockerman,  a  veteran  Dutch  skipper 
of  few  words  but  great  bottom,  was  seated  on  the  high  poop, 
quietly  smoking  his  pipe  under  the  shadow  of  the  proud  flag 
of  Orange,  when,  on  arriving  abreast  of  Beam  Island,  he  was 
ulated  by  a  stentorian  voice  from  the  shore,  ^  Lower  thy  flag, 

and  bed d  to  theeP 

Govert  Lockerman,  without  taking  his  pipe  out  of  his 
ibooth,  turned  up  his  eye  from  under  his  broad-brimmed  hat 
U>  see  who  hailed  him  thus  discourteously.  There,  on  the 
^imparts  of  the  fort,  stood  Nicholas  Koom,  armed  to  the 
teedi,  flourishing  a  brass-hilted  sword,  while  a  steeple-crowned 
liat  and  oock's  tail-feather,  formerly  worn  by  Killian  Van 
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RcfnellMr  lilnuolf,  gav*  or  inmcprcMlUtt  toftineM  to  Ui 


Oorert  1,<H'ki-rninn  oynl  thi>  warrior  from  tnp  to  toi^  W 
WM  not  to  I"-  <)'[«! I i.ivnl.  Tnking  the  pipr  alriwly  •nt  <rf  )m 
mouth,  "Ti<  wliorii  Mhi'ii"  v  mj-  flagl'  ilvnuuMUl  In 

"To  Uiohigli  i>n.l  migl.1}  Vw  IIoikIIm-,  tW  hvlrf 

RduellMntclii ! "'  wiw  ihp  » 

"I  lower  it  |..  nniio  b  Prince  of  Orange  and  07 

muterathe  [.unk  SuIl-s  Gts.      I."     So  Hjring,  Im  rram 
Uj  plp«  aad  snioVeJ  wlib  ui  f  iltiggul  ib!l«nnhiall>«L 

Bang  I  Went  a  gun  tram  tl  rortreaa;  ibn  bail  «■!  1 
aailandri^in^,  rmvcrt  Locktirmon  said  nothing,  but  MM 
the  more  d...-..m. 

Bong  !  •ufiit  tuiothrr  gun  ;  the  shot  whintW  clo«e  ast^ 

"  Firo,  a[i>]  I*  il — il,"'  criwl  GaviTt  Lockf  rman,  craRiminj 
a  new  charg(>  uf  li>baivo  ii)to  hii  pipe,  anil  smoking  with  tfiil 
increasing  vt-hemence. 

Bang  I  vent  a  third  gun.  The  tihot  posaed  over  his  hial, 
tearing  a  hole  in  the  "  princely  ll«g  of  Orange," 

Thia  waa  tho  hiirdc^  trial  <  if  all  dir  iho  prid«  and  patictv* 
of  Govcrt  Lockennan.  llo  mitinlaiiied  a  stubborn,  thou^ 
swelling  Bilptiof ;  but  hia  smothered  rage  might  bo  pon^eivod  hy 
tho  shi>rt  vihenicnt  piiiTs  of  smukp  emitted  from  hia  pip«,  hy 
which  ho  mi;;lit  be  tracked  fur  milra,  as  ho  slowly  floatnl  wit 
of  shot  and  out  of  sight  i>f  lioarn  Island.  In  fact  ho  nevft 
gave  vent  t<.>  his  passion  until  ho  got  fairly  nmr'ng  th«  lii^ 
lands  of  tho  IliiJi-^n;  wh.-n  hp  li-l  fly  whole  volleys  of  DutA 
oathn,  which  :iri'  said  to  linger  lo  this  very  day  among  tb» 
echoes  of  the  Dunderberg,  and  to  give  particular  «fleek  t 
the  thunder-storms  in  that  neighborhood. 
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It  was  the  sudden  apparition  of  Govert  Lockerman  at 
)(^s  Misery,  bearing  in  his  hand  the  tattered  flag  of  Orange, 
iiat  arrested  the  attention  of  William  the  Testy,  just  as  he 
ras  devising  a  new  expedition  against  the  marauders  of  Mer- 
jrland.  I  will  not  pretend  to  describe  the  passion  of  the  little 
lan  when  he  heard  of  the  outrage  of  Rensellaerstein.  Suffice 
;  to  say,  in  the  first  transports  of  his  fiiry,  he  turned  Dog^s 
[isery  topsy-turvy ; '  kicked  every  cur  out  of  doors,  and 
irew  the  cats  out  of  the  window ;  afler  which,  his  spleen  be- 
ig  in  some  measure  relieved,  he  went  into  a  council  of  war 
ith  Govert  Lockerman,  the  skipper,  assisted  by  Antony 
'an  Corlear,  the  Trumpeter, 


CHAPTER  XI. 


r  nra  Mruntine  « 


THE  eytm  ot  kU  New  Amsterdun  «<■«  mnr 
what  would  Ik-  th."  cn.l  nf  ilapt  .llreful  ffu-l 
lioni  thi-  Te«tv  atiil  tho  jiutmon  of  [icitselliMTWi 
nbMrving  tlio  (Miiiiiultiilioiii  of  iho  govornor  wU 
and  tho  Irunip^lor,  pnilictcol  warliko  vattMon 
land.  The  wrath  of  William  Kioft  however,  th 
riM,  was  i^uick  to  evaporate.  He  was  4  porA 
in  a  blaze,  snapping  and  crackling  fur  a  time,  m 
in  smuke.  Like  niatiy  otlii-r  valiant  potnitt 
thoughts  were  aJl  fur  war,  liia  anbcr  aeoond  thot^ 

Accordingly,  Covert  Lockprman  was  onro  ro< 
up  the  river  in  thu  Cunipuii}  's  yai'hl,  the  Good  ' 
Antony  the  trumpeter  as  ambassador,  to  treat  1 
gprent  powers  of  H«nscUaerstcin.  Id  the  fulne 
yacht  arrived  before  BcJim  hland,  and  Antony  ( 
mounting  the  poop,  sounded  a  parley  to  the  I 
litUe  while  the  Hloople-cmwned  hat  of  Ntchol 
wachl-meester,  ri«e  above  tlic  buttlements,  fol 
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boQ  visage,  ana  ultimately  his  whole  person,  armed,  as  before, 
to  the  Tery  teeth ;  w^ile,  one  by  one,  a  whole  row  of  Helder- 
bergen  reared  their  round  burly  heads  above  the  wall,  and 
beside  each  pumpkin-head  peered  the  end  of  a  rusty  musket. 
Kothiog  daunted  by  this  formidable  array,  Antony  Van  Cor- 
Inr  drew  forth  and  read  with  audible  voice  a  missive  from 
l^illiam  the  Testy,  protesting  against  the  usurpation  of  Beam 
Uand,  and  ordering  the  garrison  to  quit  the  premises,  bag 

^  ^*>^g%^  oi^  psiQ  of  ^^0  vengeance  of  the  potentate  of  the 
Kanliattoes. 

In  reply  the  wacht-meester  applied  the  thumb  of  his  right 

kad  to  the  end  of  his  nose,  and  the  thumb  of  his  left  hand  to 

the  little  finger  of  the  right,  and  spreading  each  hand  like  a 

fai  made  an  aerial  flourish  with  his  fingers.    Antony  Van 

Corlear  was  sorely  perplexed  to  understand  this  sign,  which 

nemed  to  him  something  mysterious  and  masonic.    Not 

Bang  to  betray  his  ignorance,  he  again  read  with  a  loud  voice 

tte  missive  of  William  the  Testy,  and  again  Nicholas  Koom 

Implied  the  tiiumb  of  his  right  hand  to  the  end  of  his  nose,  and 

the  thumb  of  his  left  hand  to  the  little  finger  of  the  right  and 

Rpeated  this  kind  of  nasal  weather-cock.     Antony  Van  Cor- 

W  now  persuaded  himself  that  this  was  some  short-hand 

^  or  symbol,  current  in  diplomacy  ;  which  though  unintel- 

Bgible  to  a  new  diplomat,  like  himself,  would  speak  volumes 

^  the  experienced  intellect  of  William  the  Testy ;  considering 

bi  embassy  therefore  at  an  end,  he  sounded  his  trumpet  with 

{reat  complacency  and  set  sail  on  his  return  down  the  rivor, 

ivery  now  and  then  practising  this  mysterious  sign  of  the 

raclit-meester,  to  keep  it  accurately  in  mind. 

Arrived  at  New  Amsterdam  he  made  a  faithful  report  of 
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his  embassy  to  the  govemor,  accompanied  "by  a  nuniul  vm> 
bition  of  the  response  uf  Nichotaii  Koorn.     Tho  j^ivvniur  »k 
eqifally  perplexed  with  his  embassy.     lie  was  deeply  wryJ 
in  the  mysteries  of  freemasonry  ;  but  they  threw  no  lij^l ": 
tho  matter.     He  knew  every  variety  of  windmill  and  wmiIut- 
cock,  but  was  not  a  whit  the  wiser  as  to  the  aerial  h^  >c 
question.     He  had  oven  dabbled  in  Egyptian  hicrnglypbi" 
and  the  mystic  symbols  of  tho  obelisks,  but  none  (luniiliolt    ] 
key  to  the  reply  of  Nicholas  Koorn.     He  called  a  meeting  o(  J 
his  council.     Antony  Van  Corlear  stood  forth  in  tho  nu^U 
and  putting  tho  thumb  of  his  right  hand  to  his  nose  anil  ^H 
thunib  of  his  lefl  hand  to  the  hnger  of  tho  tight,  he  ?*^| 
faithful  fuc-simile  of  the  portentous  sign.     Haviug  a  noa^H 
unusual   dimensions,  it  was  as  if  the  reply  had  been  p<^H 
capitals,   but  all   in   vain ;  the   worthy   bui^omastrrs  l^H 
equally  perplexed  with  the  governor.     £ai.'h  one  put  his  tb^H 
tu  the  end  of  his  nose,  spread  his  fingers  like  a  fan,  iniit|^| 
the  motion  of  Antony  Van  Corlear,  and  then  smoked  in|^| 
bious  silence.     Several  times  was  Anlony  obliged  toi^H 
forth  like  a  fugleman  and  repent  the  sign,  and  each  Ume  k^| 
cle  of  nasal  weatherKiocks  might  be  seen  in  the  council  ci^H 
ber.  ■ 

Perplexed  in  the  extreme,  William  the  Testy  sent  for^f 
the  soothsayers,  and  fortune-tellers  and  wise  men  of  the  l^fl 
hattoes,  but  none  could  interpret  the  mysterious  replf^H 
Nicholas  Kourn.  The  council  broke  up  in  sore  |>er]ilf4^| 
The  matter  got  abroad,  and  Antony  Van  Corlev  was  l^H 
ped  at  every  corner  to  repc-at  the  signal  to  a  knot  of  I^U 
iuus  newsmongers,  each  of  whom  departed  with  his  Uri^| 
to  his  nose  and  his  fingers  in  tho  air,  to  carry  the  Btorj  lH^| 
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lohb  fiunily.  For  several  days,  all  business  was  neglected  in 
Me¥  Amsterdam  ;  nothing  was  talked  of  but  the  diplomatic 
aimoii  of  Antony  the  Trumpeter — nothing  was  to  be  seen 
Int  knots  of  politicians  with  their  thumbs  to  their  noses.  In 
tk  meantime  the  fierce  feud  between  William  the  Testy  and 
KUian  Van  Rensellaer,  which  at  first  had  menaced  deadly 
^virfiurey  gradually  cooled  off,  like  many  other  war  questions, 
h  the  prolonged  delays  of  diplomacy. 

Still  to  this  early  affair  of  Rensellaerstein  may  be  traced 
Ik  remote  origin  of  those  windy  wars  in  modem  days  which 
Kige  in  the  bowels  of  the  Helderbcrg,  and  have  well  nigh 
ikaken  the  great  patroonship  of  the  Van  Rensellaers  to  its 
famdation ;  for  we  are  told  that  the  bully  boys  of  the  Hel- 
ierberg,  who  served  under  Nicholas  Koorn  the  wacht-meester, 
Bmied  back  to  their  mountains  the  hieroglyphic  sign  which 
kid  so  soreljikpuzzled  Antony  Van  Corlear  and  the  sages  of 
kManhattoes ;  so  that  to  the  present  day  the  thumb  to  the 
toae  and  the  fingers  in  the  air  is  apt  to  be  the  reply  of  the 
Belderbei^en  whenever  called  upon  for  any  long  arrears  of 


cHiUTEE  xn. 


TT  was  asserted  by  thewiae  men  of  ancient  times,  who  h 
-'-  nearer  opportunity  of  ascertuiiiing  the  faet,tlial  Rtlhs 
of  Jupiter's  palace  lay  two  huge  tuns,  one  Ulleil  with  bleni 
the  other  with  misfortunes;  and  it  would  vwily  seem  i 
the  latter  had  beeu  completely  overturned  and  left  tn  dl 
the  unlueky  province  of  Nieuw  Noderlands:  for  about 
tjnie,  while  harassed  and  annoyed  from  the  south  and 
north,  incessant  forays  were  made  by  the  border  chivi 
Connecticut  upon  the  pig-stys  and  hen-roosts  of  the  S 
landeifi.  Every  day  or  two  some  broad-bottomed  e»| 
rider,  covered  with  mud  and  mire,  would  come  flouixl 
into  the  (;ate  of  New  Amsterdam,  freighted  with  sooH 
tale  of  aggression  from  the  frontier  ;  whereupon  AtMoj 
Curlear,  seizing  his  trumpet,  the  only  substitute  for  1 1 
paper  in  thosd  primitive  days,  would  sound  thu  lidingi 
the  ramparts  with  such  doleful  notes  and  disastrous  m 
as  to  thrftw  ludf  the  old  women  in  the  city  into  hysteria 
which  tended  greatly  to  iiicTeaau  Ills  popirlarily  ;  tlwrel 


HI8T0BT  OF  KEW  YOBK.  259 

ig  for  which  the  public  are  more  grateful  than  being  fre- 
\y  treated  to  a  panic ;  a  secret  well  known  to  modem 
•s. 

lit,  oh  ye  powers !  into  what  a  paroxysm  of  passion  di/* 
lew  outrage  of  the  Yankees  throw  the  choleric  little  go\ 
!  Letter  after  letter,  protest  after  protest,  bad  Latin 
J  English,  and  hideous  Low  Dutch,  were  incessantly  ful 
«d  upon  them,  and  the  four-and-twenty  letters  of  th^ 
bet,  which  formed  his  standing  army,  were  worn  out  by 
mt  campaigning.  All,  however,  was  ineffectual ;  even 
«ent  victory  at  Oyster  Bay,  which  had  shed  such  a  gleam 
ishine  between  the  clouds  of  his  foul-weather  reign,  was 
followed  by  a  more  fearful  gathering  up  of  those  clouds, 
idications  of  more  portentous  tempest ;  for  the  Yankee 
on  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut,  finding  on  this  memo- 
occasion  their  incompetency  to  cope,  in  fair  fight,  with 
urdy  chivalry  of  the  Manhattoes,  had  called  to  their  aid 
3  ten  tribes  of  their  brethren  who  inhabit  the  east  coun- 
^hich  from  them  has  derived  the  name  of  Yankee  land. 
»ll  was  promptly  responded  to.  The  consequence  was 
It  confederacy  of  the  tribes  of  Massachusetts,  Connecti- 
Jew  Plymouth  and  New  Haven,  under  the  title  of  the 
ted  Colonies  of  New  England  ;  "  the  pretended  object  of 
I  was  mutual  defence  against  the  savages ;  but  the  real 
i  the  subjugation  of  the  Nieuw  Nederlands. 
or,  to  let  the  reader  into  one  of  the  great  secrets  of  history, 
ieuw  Nederlands  had  long  been  regarded  by  the  whole 
ae  race  as  the  modem  land  of  promise,  and  themselves  as 
K)8en  and  peculiar  people  destined,  one  day  or  other^  by 
or  by  crook,  to  get  possession  of  it.    In  trulYi  tYiey  w^  ^ 
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wonderful  and  all-prevulent  people;  of  that  clt^awlto  taif 
quire  an  inch  to  gain  an  ell,  or  a  halter  to  g^n  aWnc 
tbo  time  they  first  gained  a  rtiothotd  on  Plymouth  Rock,  I 
began  to  migi'ate,  progressing  and  progressing  fmm  pUfl 
pl&c«,  and  land  to  land,  niaking  a  little  heri'i  aiid  a  Uule  tl 
and  controverting  t!ie  old  proverb,  tliat  a  rolling  stunej 
ers  no  moss.  Ilenco  they  have  (aoeliuusly  received  tJwi 
name  of  TiiK  PiLGRiMa  :  that  is  to  say,  a  peiipic  who  at 
ways  seeking  a  bttter  country  than  their  own. 

The  tidings  of  this  great  Yankep  league  struck  "Vi'd 
Kicfl  with  dismay,  and  fur  once  in  his  life  he  forgot  to  bo 
on  receiving  a  disagreeable  piece  of  intelligence.  la  fut 
turning  over  in  his  mind  all  that  he  had  read  at  the  D 
about  leagues  and  combinations,  he  found  that  this  waa  a  i 
terpart  of  the  Aniphictyonic  league,  by  which  iJie  stab 
Greece  attained  such  power  and  supremacy ;  and  tha 
idea  made  his  heart  tjuake  fur  the  safetj'  of  hia  ompira  I 
Muiihatloes, 

The  alTuira  of  iho  confederacy  were  mAnaged  by  M  « 
council  of  delegates  held  at  Bustun,  wliieh  Kieft  dononiil 
the  Delphos  of  this  truly  classic  leoguo.  The  very  first  I 
ing  gave  evidence  of  hostility  to  the  Nieuw  NederlM 
who  were  charged,  in  thoir  dealings  with  the  Indian^ 
carrying  on  a  tralTic  in  "  guns,  powther  and  sholl — a  I 
damnable  and  injurious  to  the  colonists."  It  is  true  iha' 
necticut  traders  were  fain  to  dabble  a  tittle  in  this  dami 
trafiic  ;  but  then  they  always  dealt  in  what  were  termed- 
kee  guns  ;  ingeniously  calculated  to  burst  in  the  pagan  I 
which  used  them. 

The  rise  of  this  potent  oonfoderaey  was  a  dcatb-Ud 
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glory  of  William  the  Testy,  for  from  that  day  forward 
ever  held  up  his  head,  but  appeared  quite  crest-fallen.  It 
rue,  as  the  grand  council  augmented  in  power,  and  the 
uc,  rolling  onward,  gathered  about  the  red  hills  of  New 
'€n,  threatening  to  overwhelm  the  Nieuw  Nederlands,  he 
inued  occasionally  to  fulminate  proclamations  and  pro- 
1^  as  a  shrewd  sea-captain  fires  his  guns  into  a  water-spout ; 
Alas !  they  had  no  more  effect  than  so  many  blank  car- 
ges. 

Thus  end  the  authenticated  chronicles  of  the  reign  of  W li- 
ft the  Testy  ;  for  henceforth,  in  the  troubles,  perplexities, 
confusion  of  the  times,  he  seems  to  have  been  totally 
rlooked,  and  to  have  slipped  for  ever  through  the  fingers 
scrupulous  history.  It  is  a  matter  of  deep  concern  that 
1  obscurity  should  hang  over  his  latter  days  ;  for  he  was 
ruth  a  mighty  and  great  little  man,  and  worthy  of  being 
*rly  renowned,  seeing  that  he  was  the  first  potentate  that 
tniueed  into  this  land  the  art  of  fighting  by  procla- 
aon,  and   defending  a  country  by  trumpeters  and  wind 

k 

It  is  true,  that  certain  of  the  early  provincial  poets,  of 
*^  there  were  great  numbers  in  the  Nieuw  Nederlands, 
^  advantage  of  his  mysterious  exit,  have  fabled,  that, 

Ilomulus,  he  was  translated  to  the  slcies,  and  forms  a 
^  fiery  little  star,  somewhere  on  the  lefl  claw  of  the  crab ; 
>^  others,  equally  fanciful,  declare  that  he  had  experienced 
^  similar  to  that  of  the  good  king  Arthur ;  who,  we  are 
t^ed  by  ancient  bards,  was  carried  away  to  the  delicious 
les  of  fairy  land,  where  he  still  exists,  in  pristine  worth 

Vigor,  and  will  one  day  or  another  return  to  teallQir^  ^<^ 


SCJ 
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gnlliuitrr,  thw  bonor,  anJ  tlim  imntamUltt  pniliilT,  «UA|i» 
vniUt  in  thf  }tl<>rii>iM  ilayi  of  lb«  RiNuid  Tkhlr.* 

All  llurw'.  li.>w«n-r.  am  ImH  pk^Inc  AhiUbm,  tWirit 
viniims  i>r  ih'MedniWIlln);  vwlirti^  llu  |Mi«t9,tnwU(klM 
nut  luive  my  jiidiniiiii  nwli^t«  wiUfA  any  erMfihitHr.  M 
Bni  I  iJUpowiI  til  rmlit  an  nnduit  umI  nttw^  »pm»[Ml 
tiirion,  «rhi>  amrrt*  llut  thn  ingrat'itM  WilhrlmufwH 
bt«d  bjr  ilw  l>l.>«iTig  <lnwn  ./  nm  of  bb  wM-mOli;  ■ 
writer  of  kUT  i1iih4,  who  aHlrma  ibu  Im  iUI  ■  lidia  ft 
ncprrimMt  En  natunl  liut«r<r,  iMVlng  dw  mufivtonatoli 
lib  nn-k  fram  m  gnnvt  windnv  ot  (hm  atailthaaM  te  tfM 
iiij;  III  onli'h  RWnllowa  by  *pri(ili!in!;  ■«!(  upon  lhrirt»k  ( 
Usu  d;  I  ].iit  my  ftiilh  in  lli.-  tniJiti.-ii  ttiat  h-  [^ri-JirJir 
in  ronri-yin^  humo  In  Ili'Iland  a  trMuiitK  of  gijdra  tw. 
ri>v<>n-0  HUiTicwhvrs  uiioii^  itm  hauiilod  ivgiuns  of  ihe  OA 
mnuiJtaiiis.t 

•  Tlii^  olJ  ^TrUh  tMrd*  lH-li«TPil  tlul  Ubk  Artliw  »M  Mt  * 
rsrriid  twaii'  bj  llic  fairiiM  iiiio  imina  |>UMsnl  pUm.  Bhttt  tt 
Ti-niiin^  for  >  tinir.  »nd  itirn  irlnrrH  apiJDC  and  rrigac  1*  ■)( 

Th«  Briliiiia  »iippcMe  lliat   hn   fiatl   comf  frt  and  n 
lalgne,  for  ccrtca.  tlii*  !«  Ilie  prO|>J>l<-r<i   of  )lvri*D — II*  wVi* 
delhihallbtf  doublroii*  ;  and  Hid  oiih.  forniTn  lhrT<Pof  J**!*"" 
and  aliuilen  for  prpr  aiorr — fur  oifii  <•;(  not  vbeUwr  Uut  b*  ij^ 
ia  ■Irdf.— Dk,  Liiw,  Ciikov. 

f  Dicdrii'h  Knii-krrb.irk.T,  in  hiii  Hrnipuloua  tparrh  • 
sometimm  too  fuiirlioua  in  rrgnnl  Id  (art*  ohich  bonlrr  a 
marTcllous.  Tbo  «lorT  of  the  gotdrn  ore  mxi  on  aomcUiini  b»<l*S 
Bi'-re  inilition.  Tin-  TfDpnibla  Adrian  Van  der  Dooi-k,  iKKOr'iOf 
in  hi*  dexcriplion  oriiio  >>>r  Ni-tlipriaiKli.  aAWtt)  it  fram  liti«naj 
T«tioQ  aa  an  etp-ailncKB.  Ur  has  freteut,  h«  iaja,  ta  lMi.«l»' 
t>«Iwc«a  UurcrnDr  Kieft  and  the  Uuluiirk  lodiajui,  in  wlseh  (Mill 
latter,  ia  painting  liimHlf  for  th?  corcmon;.  uoed  a  jdgmaat,  lb  ** 
and  ihudng  appcanuc*  ot  iiVw^  cv&<«&  >h«  «nt^a^tT  of  tht  F 
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Ihe  most  probable  account  declares,  that  what  with  the 
Ktant  troubles  on  his  frontiers,  the  incessant  schemings 
projects  going  on  in  his  own  pericranium,  the  memorials, 
tioiis,  remonstrances,  and  sage  pieces  of  advice  of  respec- 
•  meetings  of  the  sovereign  people,  oxA  the  refractory  dis- 
ction  of  his  councillors,  who  were  sure  to  differ  from  him 

Vynheer  Van  der  Donck.  They  obtained  a  lump  and  gave  it  to  be 
"^d  by  a  skillful  doctor  of  medicine,  Johanues  de  la  Montagne,  one 
be  councillors  of  the  New  Netherlands.  It  was  put  into  a  crucible, 
yielded  two  pieces  of  gold  worth  about  three  guilders.  All  this, 
^aes  Adrian  Van  der  Donck,  was  kept  secret.  As  soon  as  peace 
made  with  the  Mohawks,  an  officer  and  a  few  men  were  sent  to  the 
mtain  (in  the  region  of  the  Kaatskill)  under  the  guidance  of  an  In- 
I,  to  search  for  the  precious  mineral.  They  brought  back  a  bucket 
of  ore ;  which  being  submitted  to  the  crucible,  proved  as  productive 
lie  fiRjt.  William  Kieft  now  thought  the  discovery  certain.  He 
a  confidential  person,  Arent  Corsen*  with  a  bag  full  of  the  mineral, 
few  Haven,  to  take  passage  in  an  English  snip  for  England,  thence 
proceed  to  Holland.  The  vessel  sailed  ^  Christmas,  but  never 
iied  her  port.     All  on  board  perished. 

tnthc  year  1647,  Wilhelmus  Kieft  himself  embarked  on  board  the 
Meas,  taking  with  him  specimens  of  the  supposed  mineral.    The  ship 
never  heard  of  more  I 

Some  have  supposed  that  the  mineral  in  question  was  not  gold,  but 
tes;  but  we  have  the  assertion  of  Adrian  Van  der  Donck,  an  eye- 
fetts,  and  the  experiment  of  Johannes  de  la  Montagne,  a  learned 
<0r  of  medicine,  on  the  golden  side  of  the  question.  Cornelius  Van 
'^ooven,  abo,  at  that  time  secretary  of  the  New  Netherlands,  declared 
^>nand  that  he  had  tested  several  specimens  of  the  mineral,  which 
'«d  satisfactory.* 

^  would  appear,  however,  that  these  golden  treasures  of  the  Kaats- 
^Hrays  brought  ill  luck  ;  as  is  evidenced  in  the  fate  of  Arent  Corsen 
WUhelmus  Kieft,  and  the  wreck  of  the  ships  in  which  they  attempted 
HiTey  the  treasure  across  the  ocean.  The  golden  mines  have  never 
^  been  explored,  but  remain  among  the  mysteries  of  the  Kaatskill 
Plains,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  goblins  which  haunt  them. 

'  8m  Tan  der  Donck*!  DescrlpUon  <^  the  New  Netberlanda.    CoQeet  N«W 
Society,  YoL  L,  p.  161. 
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ftrthii^  ruA-light:  ao  t 

him  out,  there  wu  •carue 


BOOK  V. 

X>17TAININO  THE  FIRST  PART  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  PETER  STUY- 
TE8ANT,  AND  HIS  TROUBLES  WITH  THE  AMPHICTYONIC 
COUNCIL. 


CHAPTER  I. 

m  WHICH  TBS   DXATB  OF  ▲  GUAT    MAM    18    SHOWN    TO  BI   NO  TIRT   IN- 

G0S80LABLX      MATTIR     OF     BORROW AND     HOW     PKTKR     8TUTTESANT 

ACQUIRXD  A    GRXAT    NAMX    FROM    TBI    UNCOMMON    8TRKN0TH    OF    HIS 
BXAD.  >. 

a  profound  philosopher  like  myself,  who  am  apt  to  see 

clear  through  a  subject,  where  the  penetration  of  ordinary 

>le  extends  but  half  way,  there  is  no  fact  more  simple  and 

iifest  than  that  the  death  of  a  great  man  is  a  matter  of  very 

importance.     Much  as  we  may  think  of  ourselves,  and 

as  we  may  excite  the  empty  plaudits  of  the  million,  it 

certain  that  the  greatest  among  us  do  actually  fill  but  an 

ling  small  space  in  the  world ;  and  it  is  equally  certain, 

even  that  small  space  is  quickly  supplied  when 'We  leave 

Tacant.     "  Of  what  consequence  is  it,"  said  Pliny,  "  that 

ividuals  appear,  or  make  their  exit  ?  the  world  is  a  theatre 

scenes  and  actors  are  continually  changing."     Never 

l^  philosopher  speak  more  correctly,  and  I  only  wonder  that 
k  wise  a  remark  oould  have  existed  so  many  ages,  and  man- 
jjbd  not  have  laid  it  more  to  heart.     Sage  follows  on  in  the 
12 
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footsteps  of  s^e ;  one  hero  just  steps  out  of  his  triumplLil 
ear,  to  make  way  for  the  hero  who  comes  after  him  ;  ini "' 
the  proudest  monarch,  it  is  merely  said  that  "  he  tWjA  *vii 
his  futhers,  and  his  successor  reigned  in  his  stead," 

The  world,  to  tell  the  private  truth,  cares  liut  litll?  ti-'  , 
their  loss,  and  if  left  to  itself  would  soon  forget  In  grieve ;  id  1 
tliough  a  nation  has_  often  been  figuratively  druwnwl  in  tart  I 
on  the  deAth  of  a  great  man,  yet  it  is  ten  to  one  if  an  iiidiTiilDd  I 
tear  has  1>een  she<l  on  the  occasion,  excepting  from  the  iurinrt  I 
pen  of  some  hungry  author.  It  is  tho  liistorian,  th«  iMJgnfl 
plier,  and  the  poet,  who  have  the  whole  burden  of  grief  In^H 
tain ;  whi> — kind  souls ! — like  undertakers  in  England,  *''^H 
part  of  chief  mourners — who  inflate  a  nation  with  ns^^H 
never  heaved,  and  deluge  it  with  t«ars  it  nenv  dntnl^H 
shedding.  Tims,  while  the  patriotic  authur  is  wtvping  ^H 
howling,  in  prose,  in  bknk  verse,  and  in  rhyme,  and  cbII^I 
ing  the  drops  of  public  sorrow  into  his  volume,  as  into  ■  l^| 
rymal  vase,  it  is  more  than  probable  his  fellow  citinM^f 
eating  and  drinking,  fiddling  and  dancing,  as  utterly  ig>^^| 
of  the  bitter  lamentations  made  in  their  name,  as  and^H 
men  of  straw,  John  Doe  and  Kichard  Roe,  of  the  pUintifl^H 
whom  tlicy  arc  generously  pleased  to  become  suretiea.     ^H 

The  most  glorious  hero  that  ever  desolated  iiatlmw  it^^| 
have  mouldered  into  oblivion  among  the  nibbi»h  of  Ut^H 
monument,  did  niit  some  lilstorjou  lAkc  him  into  (il«ix^^| 
benevolejitly  transmit  his  name  to  posterity — and  mudll^H 
valiant  William  Kieft  worried,  and  bustled,  and  ttirai^^| 
while  he  hud  the  destinies  of  a  whola  colony  In  kit  IM^H 
question  seriously  whether  he  will  not  be  obUg«il  lo  tl^^| 
thuiilic  history  for  all  bis  future  celebrity.  ^| 
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exit  oocasioned  no  convulsion  in  the  city  of  New  Am- 
dam  nor  its  vicinity  :  the  earth  trembled  not,  neither  did 
•tare  shoot  from  their  spheres — the  heavens  were  not 
^mAed  in  black,  as  poets  would  &in  persuade  us  they  have 
^  on  the  death  of  a  hero— the  rocks  (hard-hearted  var- 
S)  melted  not  into  tears,  nor  did  the  trees  hang  their  heads 
kSlent  sorrow ;  and  as  to  the  sun,  he  lay  a^bed  the  next 
Kt  just  as  long,  and  showed  as  jolly  a  face  when  he  rose,  as 
f'War  did  on  the  same  day  of  the  month  in  any  year,  either 
*»eor  since.  The  good  people  of  New  Amsterdam,  one 
4dl,  declared  that  he  had  been  a  very  busy,  active,  bustling 

•  governor ;  that  he  was  "  the  father  of  his  country  " — 

*  he  was  "  the  noblest  work  of  God  " — ^that "  he  was  a  man, 
^  him  for  all  in  all,  they  ne'er  should  look  upon  his  like 
fal" — together  with  sundry  other  civil  and  affectionate 
i^es  regularly  said  on  the  death  of  all  great  men ;  after 
ifih  they  smoked  their  pipes,  thought  no  more  about  him, 

Peter  Stuyvesant  succeeded  to  his  station, 
l^eter  Stuyvesant  was  the  last,  and,  like  the  renowned 
ioter  Van  Twiller,  the  best  of  our  ancient  Dutch  governors, 
•liter  having  surpassed  all  who  preceded  him,  and  Peter  or 
i^  as  he  was  sociably  called  by  the  old  Dutch  burghers, 
>  were  ever  prone  to  familiarize  names,  having  never  been 
•Med  by  any  successor.  He  was  in  fact  the  very  man 
i  by  nature  to  retrieve  the  desperate  fortunes  of  her  bo- 
ld province,  had  not  the  fates,  those  most  potent  and  unre- 
iog  of  all  ancient  spinsters,  destined  them  to  inextricable 

niion. 

Po  say  merely  that  he  was  a  hero  would  be  doin^  hvwv 

i  injuBtJce—be  was  in  truth  a  combinatioiv  ot  \vqto^» — ^v>t 


<« 


itunoKT  <nr  xnr 


)m  wm  of  4  ilunljr,  n«--bn«iBd  make  tik*  Aju  Ti!lMn,i:i  I 

%  pair  if  round  ibtmlden  U»t  Uennle*  wooU  han  |inM  I 

kida  ((.f  (mMniiv  hU  lion'*  hid(>,)  vboa  ke  udctlMkiiM 

old  AtU>  '-r  bn  lo«>l.     II*  VM,  B 

•cribcs  C'tiriobmn,  notooljr  ttsribU  tar  ikt hnttiimm 

but  UkrwiM  oTUa  in4M,wkkk  »iiraded  m  ikuui^haM  i 

of  >  barrel ;  ud,  like  Um  ■ 

•overeign  rtxitrmpt  fi>r  tke  towaigii  pwpje,  «id  a  i* 

p«ct,  «liii-h  «M  mnng^ 

kia  adTrntarirs  qiiakis  « 

tial  exco'Ui-nc;  ofmjtptan 

an  acciilvDlal  ailvuit^a,  i 

tkar  nuRirr  nor  VbvU  ka 

vaa  luithing  Ina  than  a  wt 

bo  bad  gjiintKl  in  brar«lj 

but  of  whirb  h*  waa  m  ft- 

dare  ho  valiitvl  it  mora  than 

indoiv!  HI"  hiphlv  <ii.i  h« 

chased  and  rclii'Vi>d  with  ail' 

relate*!  in  divera  hlsH 

leg" 

Like  that  eholcric  warrior  Acbilln,  be  was  KUttwIe 
jcct  to  rxlcmpfiru  Imrsts  of  pasaion,  wfakeb  wm*  r 
plraHnnt  !•>  Iiiei  Tavoritift  and  attcndaota,  whuaa  p 
was  apt  li>  i[uii'k<'n,  after  the  nianntr  vt  hia  JlluilriBM 
Uir,  Piter  the  Great,  by  anumting  their  Aoaldatl  ■ 
wuIkinK-i'tnfr. 

Thoii^'h  I  cinnnt  find  ihnl  he  ha<l  r»d  Plato,  or i> 
or  Ilobbes,  o^  Uncon,  or  Algernon  Sydney,  or  To« 

*  8««  Ab  \^>Wincs  of  '%»Men3tMW&^wlk' 
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did  he  sometimes  manifest  a  shrewdness  and  sagacity  in  his 
measures,  that  one  would  hardly  expect  from  a  man  who  did 
not  know  Greek,  and  had  never  studied  the  ancients.  True  it 
is,  and  I  confess  it  with  sorrow,  that  he  had  an  unreasonable 
aversion  to  experiments,  and  was  fond  of  governing  his  prov- 
ince after  the  simplest  manner :  but  then  he  contrived  to  keep 
it  in  better  order  than  did  the  erudite  KieA^  though  he  had  all 
the  philosophers,  ancient  and  modem,  to  assist  and  perplex 
him.  I  must  likewise  own  that  he  made  but  very  few  laws ;  but 
then  again  he  took  care  that  those  few  were  rigidly  and  impar- 
tially enforced  :  and  I  do  not  know  but  justice  on  the  whole 
was  as  well  administered  as  if  there  had  been  volumes  of  sage 
acts  and  statutes  yearly  made,  and  daily  neglected  and  forgot- 
ten. 

He  was,  in  feet,  the  very  reverse  of  his  predecessors,  being 
neither  tranquil  and  inert,  like  Walter  the  Doubter,  nor  rest- 
less and  fidgeting,  like  William  the  Testy ;  but  a  man,  or 
rather  a  governor  of  such  uncommon  activity  and  decision  of 
mind,  that  he  never  sought  nor  accepted  the  advice  of  others ; 
depending  bravely  upon  his  single  head  as  would  a  hero  of 
yore  upon  his  single  arm,  to  carry  him  through  all  difficulties 
and  dangers.  To  tell  the  simple  truth,  he  wanted  nothing 
more  to  complete  him  as  a  statesman  than  to  think  always 
right;  for  no  one  can  say  but  that  he  always  acted  as  he 
thought  He  was  never  a  man  to  flinch  when  he  found  him- 
si'lf  in  a  scrape ;  but  to  dash  forward  through  thick  and  thin, 
trusting,  by  hook  or  by  crook,  to  make  all  things  straight  in 
the  end.  In  a  word,  he  possessed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  that 
great  quality  in  a  statesman,  called  perseverance  by  the  polite, 
but  nicknamed  obstinacy  by  the  vulgar.     A  wonderful  salve 


tusKiKT  or  vnv  tubs. 


for  '  >|[iL-ial  bi     iWn ;  ainee  li»  wbo  |ief»»r«<» 

out  llliidun)!.  f^U  Uw  crwiit  uf  boUfawa  ■!»] 

Im  «bii  WBtm  in  wdttoig  to  dn  wkx  w  right 

M  «  triuiiitor.     Thia  tauih  i»  artoin ;  «t)d  U  is  «  nawB  *4 

worihy  tlw  Kitcct'         ~ Iitra,  gnvt  latl  iBaHiti 

■tau-l  thakiii^  in  Um  Ib  which  wsjr  lo  Mi^il 

BniirrwhfiUlowal  uMkUnMlT;  vUtbiJi 

nek*  to  Mtitify  ibt  ^  n*  iT  athvn  rust  pmiii 

ctpitvainp  iiolfudj.  [  too  Ulu  putiiiig  4»n^ 

foot  rtroiluioly,  when  d  Itittiaft  ihinp  i«b  Mr 

oounf .    The  clock  tli  1  potnts  rigrk  twki 

rour-aiHl-lwuity  hnun:  »™„  rs  nuy  Vc*p  g>.>»i(; 

uikllv  iiii'J  Iw  ODiitJiiuitUj  goiii);  wrt>iij>. 

N'lr  ilid  tliix  mngtioniiiioua  qualitjr  («np«  the 
of  tlic  pHxl  p<H>pli:  iif  NiFUW  NwlcrlMiils ;  un  lh«  ttintnn. 
iiiui  li  wrro  thry  Mru.k  »Uh  the  iiu]rprAtl«»t  will  tti^i 
ous  riwjliiilnii  di-j-liijiil  on  all  occasions  lijr  their  dWJ 
crnor,  thnt  ihiy  iinivrrmlly  rullnt  him  llard-Kuppig  II 
or  I'l'lrr  the  llrailKlrong — »  grcAt  ouinpIini<int  lo  thelM 
of  hi»  iimi'-ri'tainling. 

If,  from  all  ihal  I  ha\ t>  kiU,  tlmu  dost  not  gather,  vt 
rcaJ.r,  ibut  I'vU-r  Stuyvwaiit  was  a  tough,  slardy,  '»'''* 
wratlwf -beaten,    uivtlU-soriie,  ubttinate,    Icatfaem-«id(J,  l** 
hearlfl,  gi'iiDroDs-sjiiriU-J  old  (joi'i-rijor,  eithtr  I  have  «r»* 
t.)  but  little  purpose,  or  Uiou  urt  very  dull  at  drawing  «•* 

This  most  cxci'll<-iit  govornor  coininenced  bis  idnuni 
tion  on  the  20th  of  Mny,  1(H7 ;  a  remarkably  atomy 
distinguished  in  all  the  alriianacks  of  the  time  whidi  I 
come  down  to  us  by  (he  iiatiie  of  tt'lnd^  Friday.     At  he 
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▼ery  jealous  of  his  personal  and  official  dignity,  he  was  inau- 
garated  into  office  with  great  ceremony ;  the  goodly  oaken 
diair  of  the  renowned  Wouter  Van  Twiller  being  carefully 
preserved  for  such  occasions,  in  like  manner  as  the  chair  and 
atone  were  reverentially  preserved  at  Schone,  in  Scotland,  for 
the  coronation  of  the  Caledonian  monarchs. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  the  tempestuous  state  of 
the  elements,  together  with  its  being  that  unlucky  day  of  the 
week  termed  "  hanging  day,"  did  not  fail  to  excite  much  grave 
speculation  and  divers  very  reasonable  apprehensions  among 
the  more  ancient  and  enlightened  inhabitants ;  and  several  of 
the  soger  sex,  who  were  reputed  to  be  not  a  little  skilled  in 
the  mystery  of  astrology  and  fortune-telling,  did  declare  out. 
nght  that  they  were  omens  of  a  disastrous  administration — an 
event  that  came  to  be  lamentably  verified,  and  which  proves, 
beyond  dispute,  the  wisdom  of  attending  to  those  preternat- 
ural intimations  furnished  by  dreams  and  visions,  the  flying 
of  birds,  falling  of  stones,  and  cackling  of  geese,  on  which  the 
ssges  and  rulers  of  ancient  times  placed  such  reliance— or  to 
those  shooting  of  stars,  eclipses  of  the  moon,  bowlings  of 
dogs,  and  flarings  of  candles,  carefully  noted  and  interpreted 
by  the  oracular  sibyls  of  our  day ;  who,  in  my  humble  opin- 
ion, are  the  legitimate  inheritors  and  preservers  of  the  ancient 
science  of  divination.     This  much  is  certain,  that  Governor 
Stuyvesant  succeeded  to  the  chair  of  state  at  a  turbulent 
period;   when  foes  thronged  and  threatened  from  without; 
when  anarchy  and  stiff-necked  opposition  reigned  rampant 
within ;  when  the  authority  of  their  High  Mightinesses  the 
Lords  States  General,  though  supported  by  economy  and 
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CHAPTER  n. 

OHIBO  BOW  PKTIB  THX  BXAD8TR0N0  BI8TIRRID  HIMSILr  AlCONO  TBI 
&AT8  AHD  COBWBBS  ON  EXTXRINO  INTO  OVFICK — ^BI8  INTBRYIKW  WITB 
▲XTONT  TBS  TRUMPXTEB,  AND  BIS  PERILOUS  MKDOLINO  WITB  TBI 
CURRKHCT. 

¥MIE  very  first  movements  of  the  great  Peter,  on  taking 
■■"  the  reins  of  government,  displayed  his  magnanimity, 
though  they  occasioned  not  a  little  marvel  and  uneasiness 
unong  the  people  of  the  Manhattoes.  Finding  himself  con- 
■Untlj  interrupted  by  the  opposition,  and  annoyed  by  the 
•dvice  of  his  privy  council,  the  members  of  which  had  ac- 
Itnred  the  unreasonable  habit  of  thinking  and  speaking  for 
Blonflelves  during  the  preceding  reign,  he  determined  at  once 
^  put  a  stop  to  such  grievpus  abominations.  Scarcely,  there- 
bre,  had  he  entered  upon  his  authority,  than  he  turned  out  of 
office  all  the  meddlesome  spirits  of  the  &ctious  cabinet  of  Wil- 
i»m  the  Testy  ;  in  place  of  whom  he  chose  unto  himself  coun- 
sellors from  those  fat,  somniferous,  respectable  burghers  who 
iad  flounshed  and  slumbered  under  the  easy  reign  of  Walter 
he  Doubter.  All  these  he  caused  to  be  furnished  with  abun- 
anee  of  £ur  long  pipes,  and  to  be  regaled  with  frequent  cor- 
oration  dinners,  admonishing  them  to  smoke,  and  eat,  and 

eep,  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  while  he  took  the  burden  of 
12* 


ST4 


ntnoBT  or  irxw  rout. 


gormunpnt  iipnn  UIs  nwn  ilimMnn-— «■  1 1  niy !■! 
wbidt  tbiy  all  Kuve  bMot;  uquiMOen 

Nor  dill  hi'  atiip  here,  but  nude  s  hlilenoa  iont«ami| 
inTcntioiiK  lui'l  rupMUniU  r>r  hi*  iMnin] 


:n»t» 


ilT  vagabond*  w( 

cd  the  nunparU  of  N««  i> 
ul  wholo  UUeriaa  or  < 
bipsy-tunrr  Ibo  vhob 
Rjntlcm  of  Ibt  iniMMti 


np  hit  puoiit  gailgwo, 
by  Um  waiaitwid — <Un 
which,  like  mi^ht}-  |^i 
■terdtin — |:)ito}un;(  to  , 
gnna — ui<l,  in  a  word 
•ophie,  ecnnnniic,  and  « 
ofSaardjim. 

The  honwt  f.ilk  of  Now  Amstpnlam  Vgnn  to  quikf 
for  the  fiLi(>  oC  llii^ir  maU'lilcss  dutmjiioii,  Aittonj  thi'  Tni» 
pt'tt-r,  Mho  luni  a»viuin?d  prodigiuus  fiivor  in  lh<!  eye*  of  it" 
women,  hy  iin'nns  r>l'  his  whiskers  and  his  tninipct.     Him  Si 
Pet^'r  tho  Ilcndatrong  («use  to  \>e  brought  into  his  prrMK 
and  pyinj;  him  f^ir  a  moment  from  hcud  to  fuot,  with 
tenancy   that   wnuld   have  appalU'd   any  thing   else  ita  ' 
sounder  of  brass — "  Pr'jlhec,  who  and  what  art  tho«t"« 
he.     "Sire,"  niilitjil  the  niher,  in  no  wise  disniajwl, 'fo"? 
name,  it  is  Ant. my  Viui  Corloar — fur  my  parcntngr,  I  lo^ 
son  of  my  mother — fi-r  my  pni fission,  I  am  clL-unpiot  •* 
garrison  of  this  great  city  of  Nvw  Am>t(trdajii/ 
me  mul-h,"  said  Peter  Stuyvesant,  "  tliut  thou  art  some  woT 
costard-monger  knavo: — how  didst  thou  aequirc  tLii  [* 
mount  honor  and  digriily  1 "     "  Marry,  air,"  replied  tta  i 
"like  majiy  a  great  man  before  ine,  dimply  £y  wiwiui 
oton  trumptC     "  Ay,  is  it  so  1 "  quoth  the  governor; ' 
then  let  us  huve  a  relisli  of  thy  nrt."     Whereupon  the 
Antony  put  Kta  VnBVx\»iv>^V  \a \i\»  \\^a, «»&  wMidiedB 
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h  such  a  tremendous  outset,  such  a  delectable  quaver,  and 
h  a  triumphant  cadence,  that  it  was  enough  to  make  one's 
rt  leap  out  of  one's  mouth  only  to  be  within  a  mile  of  it. 
:«  as  a  war-worn  charger,  grazing  in  peaceful  plains,  starts 
ft  strain  of  martial  music,  pricks  up  his  ears,  and  snorts,  and 
VB,  and  kindles  at  the  noise,  so  did  the  heroic  Peter  joy  to 
or  the  clangor  of  the  trumpet ;  for  of  him  might  truly  be 
%  what  was  recorded  of  the  renowned  St  George  of  Eng- 
id,  **  there  was  nothing  in  all  the  world  that  more  rejoiced 
heart  than  to  hear  the  pleasant  sound  of  war,  and  see  the 
diers  brandish  forth  their  steeled  weapons."  Casting  his 
I  more  kindly,  therefore,  upon  the  sturdy  Van  Corlear,  and 
ling  him  to  be  a  jovial  varlet,  shrewd  in  his  discourse,  yet 
great  discretion  and  immeasurable  wind,  he  straightway 
oeived  a  vast  kindness  for  him,  and  dischai^ing  him  from 
troublesome  duty  of  garrisoning,  defending,  and  alarming 
city,  ever  after  retained  him  about  his  person,  as  his  chief 
^^te,  confidential  envoy,  and  trusty  squire.  Instead  of  dis- 
cing the  city  with  disastrous  notes,  he  was  instructed  to 
^  so  as  to  delight  the  governor  while  at  his  repasts,  as  did 
»iiinstrels  of  yore  in  the  days  of  glorious  chi valry-;-and  on 
[Public  occasions  to  rejoice  the  ears  of  the  people  with  war- 
melody — thereby  keeping  alive  a  noble  and  martial 
it 

Sut  the  measure  of  the  valiant  Peter  which  produced  the 
^test  agitation  in  the  community,  was  his  laying  his  hand 
^n  the  currency.  He  had  old-fashioned  notions  in  favor  of 
d  and  silver,  which  he  considered  the  true  standards  of 
^th  and  mediums  of  commerce,  and  one  of  his  first  edicts 
1^  that  all  duties  to  government  should  be  paid  in  \!kio^% 


precious  metala,  and  thut  scawaut,  or  wampum,  dtorSi  i 
longer  be  a  l^al  tender. 

Here  was  a  blow  at  public  prosperity  !     All  ibow  «W  J 
speculated  on  the  rise  and  fall  of  (his  fluctuating  cmttKf, 
found  their  culling  at  an  end :  those,  too,  who  bad  h 
Indian  money  by  barrels  full,  found  their  capital  shrunk  i 
amount;  but,  above  all,  the  Yankee  traders,  who  wn  ■ 
tomed  to  flood  the  market  with  newly-coined  oyster  id 
and  to  abstract  Dutch  merchandise  in  exchange,  were 
mouthed  in  decrying  this  "  tampering  with  the  currenqr."  I 
was  clipping  the  wings  of  commerce;   it  was  t 
development  of  public  prosperity  ;  trade  would  bea 
goods  would  moulder  on  the  shelves ;  grain  would  jl 
granaries ;  grass  would  grow  in  the  market-place.    In  a  • 
no  one  who  has  not  heard  the  outcries  aiid  bowlings ofsra 
em  Tarshish,  at  any  check  upon  "  paper  money," 
any  idea  of  the  clamor  against  Peter  the  Ileadstrung,  (*■ 
checking  the  circulation  of  oyster-«hells. 

In  fact,  trade  did  shrink  into  narrower  channels ; 
(he  stream  was  deep  as  it  was  broad  ;  the  honest  DutchnMOKJ 
less  goods ;  but  then  they  got  the  worth  of  them,  either  tl 
vcr  and  gold,  or  in  codfish,  tinware,  apple-brandy.  Wrath 
onions,  wooden  bowls,  and  other  articles  of  Yaj 
The  ingenious  people  of  the  east,  however,  indemniikid  ll 
selves  another  way  for  having  to  abandon  the  ctrfnagp  * 
oyster  shells,  for  about  tliis  time  wo  are  told  that  wooden  ■ 
megs  made  their  first  appearance  in  New  Anislcrdam,  b 
great  annoyance  of  the  Dutc^  housewives. 
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NOTE. 

Prmn  a  manuseripl  record  of  the  prtmnee  ;  Xti.  N.  T,  Hitt,  Society. ^^ 
We  have  been  unable  to  render  your  inhabitants  wiser  and  prevent  their 
being  further  imposed  upon  than  to  declare  absolutely  and  peremptorily 
that  henceforward  seawant  shall  be  bullion — not  longer  admissible  in 
limde,  without  any  value,  as  it  is  Indeed.  So  that  every  one  may  be 
npon  his  guard  to  barter,  no  longer  away  his  wares  and  merchandises  for 
Ibese  bubbles — at  least  not  to  accept  them  at  a  higher  rate  or  in  a  larger 
qpiantity  than  as  they  may  want  them  In  their  trade  with  the  savages. 

In  this  way  your  English  pTankee]  neighbors  shall  no  longer  be 
mabled  to  draw  the  best  wares  and  merchandises  from  our  country  for 
■Gthing — the  beavers  and  Airs  not  excepted.  This  has  indeed  long  since 
twen  insufferable,  although  it  ought  chiefly  to  be  imputed  to  the  impru- 
lent  penuriousness  of  our  own  merchants  and  inhabitants,  who,  it  is  to 
^  hoped,  shall  through  the  abolition  of  this  seawant  become  wiser  and 
Dore  prudent 

87  M  January^  1662. 

Seawant  falls  into  disrepute— duties  to  be  paid  in  sUv^r  coin. 


CHAPTER  m. 


N° 


JOW  it  came  to  pass,  that  while  Pet*r  Stuy^-esiot  « 
biisy  regulating  the  inlprnal  afHtira  of  his  doranini " 
great  Yankee  le^io,  which  had  caused  such  tribuUti'm  1 
William  the  Testy,  continued  to  increase  in  extent  and  po«4 
The  grand  Amphictyonic  council  of  the  league  waa  held 
Boston,  where  it  spun  a  web,  which  threatened  to  link  wil 
it  all  the  mighty  principalities  and  powers  of  the  cast, 
object  proposed  by  this  formidable  combination  was  mill 
protection  and  dcfenoe  against  their  savage  neighbor*; 
all  the  world  knows  the  real  aim  was  to  form  a  grand  cm 
against  the  Nicuw  Ncderlands  and  to  get  posstsaon  of  ■ 
ciiy  of  the  Manhattoes — as  devout  an  object  of  entcTpriw* 
ambition  to  the  Yankees  as  was  ever  the  capture  of  Jer 
lo  ancient  crusaders. 

In  the  very  year  fallowing  the  inauguration  of  Gov«ll 
Stuyvesont,  a  grand  deputation  departed  fiym  ihe  d^ 
Pruvidenoe  (famous  fur  Its  dusty  streets  and  beauteous  won 
t  behalf  of  the  plantation  of  llhode  Island,  praying  lo ' 
Bittod  into  tbe  lea^e. 
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The  following  minute  of  this  deputation  appears  in  the 
ancient  records  of  the  council.* 

"  Mr.  Will.  Cottington  and  Captain  Partridg  of  Rhoode 
Island  presented  this  insewiiig  request  to  the  commissioners 
in  w righting — 

**  Our  request  and  motion  is  in  behalfe  of  Rhoodo  Hand, 
that  wee  the  Ilanders  of  Roode-Iland  may  be  rescauied  into 
combination  with  all  the  united  colonycs  of  New  England  in 
a  firme  and  perpetual  league  of  friendship  and  amity  of  ofence 
and  defence,  mutuall  advice  and  succor  upon  all  just  occasions 
for  our  mutuall  safety  and  wellfuire,  etc. 

"  Will  Cottington, 

"  Alicxsander  Partridg." 

Tliere  was  certainly  something  in  the  very  physiognomy 
of  this  document  that  might  well  inspire  apprehension.  The 
name  of  Alexander,  however  misspelt,  has  been  warlike  in 
every  age,  and  though  its  fierceness  is  in  some  measure  soflened 
by  being  coupled  with  the  gentle  cognomen  of  Partridge,  still, 
like  the  color  of  scarlet,  it  bears  an  exceeding  great  resem- 
blance to  the  sound  of  a  trumpet.  From  the  style  of  the 
letter,  moreover,  and  the  soldierlike  ignorance  of  orthography 
displayed  by  the  noble  captain  Alicxsander  Partridg  in  spelling 
his  own  name,  we  may  picture  to  ourselves  this  mighty  man 
of  Rhodes,  strong  in  arms,  potent  in  the  field,  and  as  great  a 
scholar  as  though  he  had  been  educated  among  that  learned 
people  of  Thrace,  who,  Aristotle  assures  us,  could  not  count 
beyond  the  number  four. 

Hie  result  of  this  great  Yankee  league  was  augmented 

•  Haz.  CoL  Stat.  Pap. 
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auiladi;  on  the  part  of  tie  moss-troopers  of  Connectloul^ — 
pushing  thi^ir  eocroachmcnts  farther  and  farther  into  Uio  terri- 
tories of  their  High  Mightinesses,  so  tiiat  even  tbo  iuhabitaiita 
of  New  Amsli'rdam  began  •"  -!«"  short  breulh  aud  to  find 
themselves  oxoeedingly  craiii,  .'ibow-rooin. 

Pet«r  Stuy  vesont  was  [i<  »  eubniit  quietly  to  suidi 

intrusions;  his  first  impu  larch  at  once  to  the  fron- 

tier Olid  kiek  these  squuttii.,.  out  of  the  country ;  but, 

bethinking  himself  tii  time  tl  as  now  a  governor  and 

legblator,  the  policy  of  the  si  i  for  onoe  cooled  the  fira 

of  the  old  soldier,  and  ho  detormiiied  to  try  his  imnJ  nt  nego- 
tiation. A  correspondence  accordingly  ensued  between  him 
and  the  grand  council  of  the  league,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
commissioners  from  either  side  should  meet  at  Jlartford,  to 
settle  boundaries,  adjust  grievances,  and  establish  a  "  perpe- 
tual and  happy  peace." 

The  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Manhattocs  were 
chosen,  according  to  immemorial  usage  of  that  venerable 
metropolis,  from  among  the  "  wisest  and  weightiest "  men  of 
the  community  ;  that  is  to  say,  men  with  the  oldest  heads 
and  heaviest  pockets.  Among  these  sages  the  veteran  naviga- 
tor, Hans  Reinier  Oothout,  who  had  made  such  extensive  dis- 
coveries during  the  time  of  Oloffe  the  Dreamer,  was  looked 
up  to  as  an  oracle  in  all  matters  of  the  kind ;  and  he  was 
ready  to  produce  the  very  spy-glass  with  which  he  first  spied 
the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  River  from  his  mast-head,  and 
all  the  world  knows  the  discovery  of  the  mouth  of  a  river 
gives  prior  right  to  all  the  lands  drained  by  its  waters. 

It  was  with  feelings  of  pride  and  exultation  that  the  good 
people  of  the  Maiibattoea  saw  two  of  the  richest  and  most 
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ponderous  burghers  departing  on  this  embassy ;  men  whoso 
word  on  ^duuige  was  oracular,  and  in  whose  presence  no  poor 
man  ventured  to  appear  without  taking  off  his  hat :  when  it 
was  seen,  too,  that  the  veteran  Reinier  Oothout  accompanied 
them  with  his  spy-glass  under  his  arm,  all  the  old  men  and  old 
women  predicted  that  men  of  such  weight,  with  such  evidence, 
would  leave  the  Yankees  no  alternative  but  to  pack  up  their 
tin  kettles  and  wooden  wares ;  put  wife  and  children  in  a  cart, 
and  abandon  all  the  lands  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  on 
which  they  had  squatted. 

In  truth,  the  commissioners  sent  to  Hartford  by  the  league, 
seemed  in  no  wise  calculated  to  compete  with  men  of  such 
capacity.  They  were  two  lean  Yankee  lawyers,  litigious-look- 
ing varlets,  and  evidently  men  of  no  substance,  since  they  had 
no  rotundity  in  the  belt,  and  there  was  no  jingling  of  money 
in  their  pockets;  it^is  true,  they  had  longer  heads  than  the 
I>utchmen ;  but  if  the  heads  of  the  latter  were  flat  at  top,  they 
were  broad  at  bottom,  and  what  was  wanting  in  height  of 
forehead  was  made  up  by  a  double^hin. 

The  negotiation  turned  as  usual  upon  the  good  old  comer* 
stone  of  original  discovery ;  according  to  the  principle  that 
he  who  first  sees  a  new  country,  has  an  unquestionable  right 
to  it.  Tliis  being  admitted,  the  veteran  Oothout,  at  a  con- 
certed signal,  stepped  forth  in  the  assembly  with  the  identical 
tarpauling  spy-glass  in  his  hand,  with  which  he  had  discov- 
ered the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut,  while  the  worthy  Dutch 
commissioners  lolled  back  in  their  chairs,  secretly  chuckling 
at  the  idea  of  having  for  once  got  the  weather-gage  of  the 
Yankees ;  but  what  was  their  dismay  when  the  latter  pro* 
dnoed  •  Nantucket  whaler  with  a  spy-glass,  twice  as  long^ 
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with  which  he  discovered  the  whole  coast,  quite  down  to  1 
Monhnttocs ;  nnd  sO  crooked  tlint  he  had  spied  with  it  u|>  I 
whole  cotirse  of  the  Connecticut  River.  This  principle  [w 
ed  home,  therefore,  the  Yankees  had  a  right  to  the  «b 
country  bordering  on  the  Souud ;  nay,  the  tit)'  of  S 
Aitistcrdum  was  a  mere  Dutch  ajuatting-pluce  ou  iheif  t« 
lories. 

I  forbear  to  dwell  upon  the  confusion  of  the  worthy  I>< 
coinniissionera  at  finding  their  main  pillar  of  proof  fl 
knocked  from  under  them  ;  neither  will  1  jretend  to  dew 
the  consternation  of  the  wise  men  at  the  Monhaltoc*  w 
they  learne-d  how  their  commissioner  had  been  out-tnuuj 
by  the  Yankees,  and  how  the  lutter  pretended  to  dwm  to 
very  gates  of  New  Amsterdam. 

Long  was  the  negotiatiim  protracted,  and  long  waa  llwj 
lie  mind  kept  in  a  slate  of  anxiety.  There  arc  two  IM 
of  settling  boundarj-  questions  when  the  claims  of  Uio«| 
site  arc  irreeoneilable.  One  is  by  an  appeal  to  trnaa,  in  ff 
cosu  the  weakest  party  is  apt  to  lose  its  right,  and  g 
broken  head  into  the  bargain ;  the  other  mode  is  by  C 
promise,  or  mutual  accession ;  that  is  to  say,  one 
cedes  half  of  its  claims,  and  the  other  party  half  of  its  ri 
ho  who  grasps  most  gets  most,  and  the  whole  is  prnnoai 
an  equitable  division,  "perfectly  honorable  to  Ixith  partica 

The  latter  mode  was  adopted  in  the  present  instance. 
Yankees  gave  up  claims  to  vast  tracts  of  the  Nieuw  N« 
lands  which  they  had  never  seen,  and  all  right  to  iho'b 
Manna-hatA  and  the  city  of  New  Amsterdam,  to  wbidi  1 
had  no  right  at  all ;  while  the  Dutch,  in  return,  agreed  ' 
the  Yankees  should  retain  possession  of  the  frontier  p 
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where  they  had  squatted,  and  of  both  sides  of  the  Connecti- 
cut river. 

When  the  news  of  this  treaty  arrived  at  New  Amsterdam, 
the  whole  city  was  in  an  uproar  of  exultation.  The  old 
women  rejoiced  that  there  was  to  be  no  war,  the  old  men  that 
their  cabbage-gardens  were  safe  from  invasion;  while  the 
political  sages  pronounced  the  treaty  a  great  triumph  over 
the  Yankees,  considering  how  much  they  hod  claimed,  and 
how  little  they  had  been  "  fobbed  off  with."  ^ 

And  now  my  worthy  reader  is,  doubtless,  like  the  great 
and  good  Peter,  congratulating  himself  with  the  idea,  that  his 
ftelings  will  no  longer  be  harassed  by  afflicting  details  of  stolen 
bones,  broken  heads,  impounded  hogs,  and  all  the  other  cata- 
logue of  heart-rending  cruelties  that  disgraced  these  border 
^rira.  But  if  he  should  indulge  in  such  expectations,  it  is  a 
proof  that  he  is  but  little  versed  in  the  paradoxical  ways  of 
cabinets ;  to  convince  him  of  which,  I  solicit  his  serious  atten- 
tion to  my  next  chapter,  wherein  I  will  show  that  Peter  Stuy- 
Tesant  has  already  committed  a  great  error  in  politics ;  and 
by  efleoting  a  peace,  has  materially  hazarded  the  tranquillity  of 
the  province. 


CIIAPTER  IV. 


XT  was  the  opinion  of  that  poetical  pbilotmphi 
-'-  that  war  was  the  original  state  of  man,  whom  he  di 
as  being  primitively  a  savagu  beast  of  prey,  engaged  in  ■ 
Btant   utate  of  hi^tility  with  liis  own  species,  and  thit 
ferocious  epirit  was  tamed  and  ameliorated  by  society, 
same  opinion  has  been  advocated  by  Ilobbcs,*  nor  have  t 
been  wanting  many  otiier  philosophers  to  admit  and  del 
For  my  part,  though  prodigiously  fund  of  these  vala 
speculations,  so  complimentary  to  human  nature,  yet,  ia 
instance,  I  am  inclined  to  take  the  proposition  by  halvi 
lieving  with  Horace.f  that  though  war  may  have  beoi 
nally  the  favorite  amusement  and  industrious  emptoyiw 
our  progenitors,  yet,  like  many  other  excellent  habibi, 
from  being  ameliorated,  it  has  been  cultivated  and 
by  refinement  and  civilization,  uid  increases  in  exa 

■  Hobbos's  LuTiatliuL     Port  I  cb.  13. 

t  Quum  prorcpscrunt  primig  uiimnJia  lenii, 
UutuuiD  ac  tuTpe  pecus,  glundem  Bt(|ue  cubilla  propter, 
Unguibiu  tt  pugtiii,  dcEii  TusUbus.  alque  its  porra 
Pugnabuit  >nais,  quiB  poat  (^ibrioaierat  usui. 

HoH.  StL  L.  L  &.  I. 
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tion  as  we  approach  towards  that  state  of  perfection,  which  is 
the  ne  plus  ultra  of  modem  philosophy. 

The  first  conflict  between  man  and  man  was  the  mere  ex- 
ertion of  physical  force,  unaided  by  auxiliary  weapons — his 
arm  was  his  buckler,  his  fist  was  his  mace,  and  a  broken  head 
the  catastrophe  of  his  encounters.     The  battle  of  unassisted 
strength  was  succeeded  by  the  more  rugged  one  of  stones  and 
clubs,  and  war  assumed  a  sanguinary  aspect.     As  man  ad- 
vanoMi  in  refinement,  as  his  faculties  expanded,  and  as   his 
sensibilities  became  more  exquisite,  he  grew  rapidly  more  in- 
genious and  experienced  in  the  art  of  murdering  his  fellow- 
beings.    He  invented  a  thousand  devices  to  defend  and  to  as- 
•ault — the  helmet,  the  cuirass,  and  the  buckler,  the  sword,  the 
dart,  and  the  javelin,  prepared  him  to  elude  the  wound  as 
well  as  to  launch  the  blow.     Still  urging  on,  in  the  career  of 
pbilanthropic  invention,  he  enlarges  and  heightens  his  powers 
of  defence  and  injury  : — The  Aries,  the  Sct)rpio,  the  Balista, 
tod  the  Catapulta,  give  a  horror  and  sublimity  to  war,  and 
magnify  its  glory,  by  increasing  its  desolation.     Still  insatia- 
Ik,  though  armed  with  machinery  that  seemed  to  reach  the 
limits  of  destructive  invention,  and  to  yield  a  power  of  injury 
eonunensurate  even  with  the  desires  of  revenge — still  deeper 
researches  must  be  made  in  the  diaobolical  arcana.     With 
furious  zeal  he  dives  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth ;  he  toils 
midst  poisonous  minerals  and  deadly  salts — the  sublime  dis- 
covery of  gunpowder  blazes  upon  the  world — and  finally  the 
dreadful  art  of  fighting  by  proclamation  seems  to  endow  the 
demon  of  war  with  ubiquity  and  onmipotence ! 

lids,  indeed,  is  grand ! — this,  indeed,  marks  the  powers  of 
mind,  and  bespeaks  that  divine  endowment  of  reason,  which 


the  leopard,  and  the  tiger  seek  om^  ««.«» 

fangs  to  gratify  their  sanguinary  fury ;  and  e 
serpent  darts  the  same  venom,  and  uses  the  sam 
his  sire  before  the  flood.  Man  alone,  blessed  w 
tive  mind,  goes  on  from  discovery  to  disoov 
and  multiplies  his  powers  <ji  destruction ;  arro 
mendous  weapons  of  Deity  itself^  and  tasks  ere 
him  in  murdering  his  brother  worm ! 

In  proportion  as  the  art  of  war  has  increase 
ment  has  the  art  of  preserving  peace  advanced 
and  as  we  have  discovered,  in  this  age  of  wond 
tions,  that  proclamation  is  the  most  fonnidable 
so  have  we  discovered  the  no  less  ingenious 
taining  peace  by  perpetual  negotiations. 

A  treaty,  or,  to  speak  more  correctly, 
therefore,  according  to  the  acceptation  of  exj 
men,  learned  in  these  matters,  is  no  longer  a 
commodate  difference^  to  ascertain  rights,  an 
equitable  exchange  of  lynd  offices ;  but  a  co 

-    -.'ii;^}i  shall   overreach 
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In  fact|  the  only  time  when  two  nations  can  be  said  to  be 
in  a  state  of  perfect  amity  is  when  a  negotiation  is  open,  and 
a  treaty  pending,    llien,  when  there  are  no  stipulations  en- 
tered intOy  no  bonds  to  restrain  the  will,  no  specific  limits  to 
awaken  the  captious  jealousy  of  right  implanted  in  our  nor 
ture ;  when  each  party  has  some  advantage  to  hope  and  ex- 
pect firom  the  other,  then  it  is  that  the  two  nations  are  wonder- 
fully gracious  and  friendly;  their  ministers  professing  the 
highest  mutual  regard,  exchanging  billets-doux,  making  fine 
spccdies,  and  indulging  in  all  those  little  diplomatic  flirta- 
tions, coquetries,  and  fondlings,  that  do  so  marvellously  tickle 
the  good  humor  of  the  respective  nations.     Thus  it  may 
ptiidoxically  be  said,  that  there  is  never  so  good  an  undor- 
staoding  between  two  nations  as  when  there  is  a  little  misun- 
diTstanding— and  that  so  long  as  they  are  on  no  terms  at  all, 
tbej  are  on  the  best  terms  in  the  world ! 

I  do  not  by  any  means  pretend  to  claim  the  merit  of  hav- 
ing made  the  above  discovery.  It  has,  in  &ct,  long  been  se- 
ovtly  acted  upon  by  certain  enlightened  cabinets,  and  is,  to- 
gether with  divers  other  notable  theories,  privately  copied 
out  of  the  common-place  book  of  an  illustrious  gentleman, 
vho  has  been  member  of  congress,  and  enjoyed  the  unlimited 
eonfidence  of  heads  of  departments.  To  this  principle  may 
be  ascribed  the  wonderful  ingenuity  shown  of  late  years  in 
protracting  and  interrupting  negotiations. — Hence  the  cunning 
measure  of  appointing  as  ambassador  some  political  pettifog 
ger  skilled  in  delays,  sophisms,  and  misapprehensions,  and 
dexterous  in  -the  art  of  baffling  argument— -or  some  blunder- 
ing statesman,  whose  errors  and  misconstructions  may  be  a 
plea  for  refusing  to  ratify  his  engagements.     And  hence,  too, 
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that  most  notable  expedient,  bo  popular  with  our  go 
of  sending  out  a  brace  uf  ambassadors ;  between  « 
ing  each  an  individual  will  to  consult,  character  to 
and  interest  to  promote,  you  may  as  well  look  for  ui 
and  concord  as  between  two  luvera  with  one  misti 
dogs  witli  one  bone,  or  two  naked  rogues  with  one 
breeches.  Tliis  disngreejnent,  therefore,  b  continually 
ing  deluys  and  impediments,  in  consequence  of  whicti 
gotiutlun  gnes  on  swimmingly — inasmuch  as  there  is  no 
pect  of  its  ever  coming  to  a  close.  Nothing  ia  lost  by 
d<>Iays  and  obstacles  but  time ;  and  in  a  negotiation, 
ing  to  the  theory  I  have  exposed,  all  time  lost  is  in  reality  m 
much  time  gained : — with  what  delightful  paradoxes  Aw 
modem  political  economy  alwund  ! 

Now  all  tliat  I  have  here  advanced  ia  eo  notoriously  tm 
that  I  almost  blush  to  take  up  the  time  of  my  reaiiers  »illi 
treating  of  matters  which  must  many  a  time  have  stared  thoB 
In  the  face.  But  the  proposition  to  which  1  would  most  tat> 
estly  call  their  attention  is  this,  that  though  a  negotiation  b( 
the  most  harmonizing  of  all  national  transortjons,  yet  a  trtni'i 
of  peace  is  a  great  political  evil,  and  one  of  the  most  friiin"' 
Bources  of  war. 

I  have  rarely  seen  an  instance  of  any  special  contract  ^- 
tween  individuals  that  did  not  produce  jealousies,  bickerinv'- 
and  orten  downright  ruptures  between  them  ;  nor  did  In'' 
know  of  a  treaty  between  two  nations  that  did  not  oocs&i'i: 
continual  misunderBtandinga.  How  many  worthy  cnW.r; 
neighbors  have  1  known,  who,  after  living  in  peace  and  f''' 
fellowship  for  years,  have  been  thrown  into  a  state  of  distna^ 
cavilling,  and  animosity,  by  some  ill-starred  Dgrocmont 
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^  lencesy  runs  of  water,  and  stray  cattle !  And  how  many  well- 
meaning  nations,  who  would  otherwise  have  remained  in  the 
most  amicable  disposition  towards  each  other,  have  bcc>n 
brought  to  swords'  points  about  the  infringement  or  miscon- 
atruction  of  some  treaty,  which  in  an  evil  hour  they  had  con- 
cluded, by  way  of  making  their  amity  more  sure ! 

Treaties  at  best  are  but  complied  with  so  long  as  interest 

requires  their  fulfilment;   consequently  they  are  virtually 

binding  on  the  weaker  party  only,  or,  in  plain  truth,  they  arc 

not  binding  at  all.     No  nation  will  wantonly  go  to  war  witli 

another  if  it  has  nothing  to  gain  thereby,  and  therefore  needs 

no  treaty  to  restrain  it  from  violence ;  and  if  it  have  any 

thing  to  gain,  I  much  question,  from  what  I  have  witnessed 

of  the  righteous  conduct  of  nations,  whether  any  treaty  could 

he  made  so  strong  that  it  could  not  thrust  the  sword  through 

—nay,  1  would  hold  ten  to  one,  the  treaty  itsi^lf  would  be  the 

y^  source  to  which  resort  would  be  had  to  find  a  pretext 

for  hostilities. 

Tbus,  therefore,  I  conclude — that  though  it  is  the  best  of 
iQ  policies  for  a  nation  to  keep  up  a  constant  negotiation  with 
its  neighbors,  yet  it  is  the  summit  of  fully  for  it  ever  to  bo 
beguiled  into  a  treaty ;  for  then  comes  on  non-fulfilment  and 
tofraction,  then  remonstrance,  then  altercation,  then  retalia- 
tion, then  recrimination,  and  finally  open  war.  In  a  word, 
negotiation  is  like  courtship,  a  time  of  sweet  words,  gallant 
speeches,  soft  looks,  and  endearing  caresses — but  the  marriage 
ceremony  is  the  signal  for  hostilities. 

If  my  painstaking  reader  bo  not  somewhat  perplexed  by 
Ae  ratiodnation  of  the  foregoing  passage,  ho  will  pcrocive,  at 
a  glaace,  that  the  Great  Peter,  in  concluding  a  treaty  with  his 
13 
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toatcni  nelghbom,  was  guilty  of  lamentable  «n-or  in  policy. 
In  fuct,  to  tliis  unlucky  ugreemcnt  may  b«  traced  a  world  <>f 
Itk-kcringB  and  heart-buniinga,  between  the  particH,  about  l&n- 
cit^l  or  pretended  inrriiigemeiits  uf  trtaty  Ktijiulat'ioiis ;  in  all 
which  the  Yoiikoes  wore  prtii  uleniiiify  tliemwlvea  by  a 

"  dig  into  the  sides  "  of  the  No  thcrlands.     But,  iti  sooih, 

theeo  border  feuds,  albeit  p  great  annoyance  to  iho 

good  burghers  of  Mannii-h  so  pitiful  in  their  nature, 

that  a  grave  historian  like  ho  grudges  tfac  time  spent 

in  any  thing  leas  tlian  the  re  s  of  states  and  fall  of  em- 

pires, would  deern  them  unwor  of  being  inscribed  on  his  - 
page.  The  reader  is,  therefore,  to  take  it  for  granted,  though 
I  scorn  to  waste,  in  the  detail,  tliat  time  which  my  furrowed 
brow  and  trembling  hand  inform  me  is  invaluable,  that  all  tho 
while  the  Great  Peter  was  occupied  in  those  tremendous  and 
bloody  contests  which  I  shall  shortly  rehearse,  there  was  a 
continued  series  of  little,  dirty,  snivelling  scouringa,  broils, 
and  maraudings,  kept  up  on  the  eastern  frontiers  by  the  moss- 
troopers of  Connecticut.  But,  like  that  mirrorof  chivalry,  the 
sage  and  valorous  Don  Quixote,  I  leave  these  petty  contests 
for  some  future  Sancho  Panza  uf  an  historian,  while  I  reserve 
my  prowess  and  my  pen  for  achievements  of  higher  dignity  ; 
for  at  this  moment  1  hear  a  direful  and  portentous  note  issuing 
from  tho  bosom  of  the  great  council  of  the  league,  and  re- 
sounding throughout  the  regions  of  the  east,  menacing  tho 
fame  and  fortunes  of  Peter  Stuy  vesant.  1  call,  therefore,  upon 
the  reader  to  leave  behind  him  all  the  paltry  brawls  of  the 
Connecticut  borders,  and  to  press  forward  with  me  to  the  re- 
lief of  our  iavorite  hero,  who,  I  foresee,  will  be  wofully  beset 
*>y  the  implacable  Yankees  in  the  next  chapter. 


CHAPTER  V. 

BOW  nrWM  BTUIIBUIIT  WIB  0BIIT0U8LT  BELIED  BT  THE  OBEAT  COUH- 
CIL  OF  THE  league;  AHD  ROW  HE  SENT  AMTOMT  THE  TBDMPETEB  TO 
TAKE  TO  THE  COUHCIL  A  PIECE  OE  HIS  MIND. 

THAT  the  reader  may  be  aware  of  the  peril  at  this  moment 
menacing  Peter  Stuy vesant  and  his  capital,  I  must  remind 
him  of  the  0I4  charge  advanced  in  the  council  of  the  league 
in  the  time  of  William  the  Testy,  that  the  Nedcrlanders  were 
cmrying  on  a  trade  "  damnable-and  injurious  to  the  colonists," 
in  furnishing  the  savages  with  "  guns,  powther  and  shott.*' 
TWa,  as  I  then  suggested,  was  a  crafty  device  of  the  Yankee 
confederacy  to  have  a  snug  cause  of  war  in  pettOy  in  case  any 
&vorahle  opportunity  should  present  of  attempting  the  con- 
^tteit  of  the  New  Nederlands :  the  great  object  of  Yankee 
^bition. 

Accordingly  we  how  find,  when  every  other  ground  of 
<!<>njplMnt  had  apparently  been  removed  by  treaty,  this  nefa- 
rious charge  revived  with  tenfold  virulence,  and  hurled  like  a 
tiiunderbolt  at  the  very  head  of  Peter  Stiiy vesant ;  happily 
kis  head,  like  that  of  the  great  bull  of  the  Wabash,  was  proof 
^nst  such  missiles. 

To  be  explicit,  we  arc  told  that,  in  the  year  1651,  the  great 
^ookdancy  of  the  east  accused  the  immaculate  Peter,  the 
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soul  of  honor  and  hrart  of  Bt««l,  of  secrctljr  endeavoring,  by 
gifts  and  promises,  lij  iiistigntc  the  Narruht^nspl,  Mohaque, 
otid  Pequot  IniJions,  to  surprise  and  massacre  the  Yankee  set- 
tlcnients.  "  l''or,"  as  the  grand  council  observed,  "  the  [n- 
dians  round  ubout  for  divers  hn  d  miles  ccrciite  scenie  to 
have  drunk  deepo  of  an  Intoxicat  ig  t^upp,  att  or  from  the 
Manhattoes  against  tho  En  e  have  sought  their  good, 

both  in  bodily  and  fipirttuall  reapLTts." 

This  charge  they  pretended  to  a  pport  by  the  evidence  uf 
divers  Indians,  who  were  prol  moved  by  that  apirit  of 

truth  which  is  said  to  reside  in  _  bottle,  and  who  swore  to 
the  fact  as  sturdily  aa  though  they  had  been  so  many  Christian 
troopers. 

Though  descended  from  a  family  which  suffered  much  in- 
jury from  the  losel  Yankees  of  those  times,  my  great  grand- 
father having  had  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  his  best  pacer  stolen, 
and  having  received  a  pair  of  black  eyes  and  a  bloody  nose 
In  one  of  these  border  warsj  and  my  grandfather,  when  a 
very  little  boy  tending  pigs,  having  been  kidnapped  and  se- 
verely flogged  by  a  long-sided  Connecticut  schoolmaster — yet 
I  should  have  passed  over  all  these  wrongs  with  forgiveness 
and  oblivion — I  could  even  have  suffi-red  them  to  have  broken 
Everet  Ducking's  head  ;  to  have  kicked  the  doughty  Jacobus 
Van  Curlet  and  his  ragged  regiment  out  of  doors ;  to  have 
carried  every  hog  into  captivity,  and  depopulated  every  hen- 
roost on  the  fuce  of  the  earth  with  perfect  impunity — but  this 
wanton  attack  upon  one  of  tho  most  gallant  and  irreproachable 
heroes  of  modem  times,  is  too  much  even  for  me  to  digest  ■, 
and  has  overset,  with  a  single  putf,  the  patience  of  the  histo- 
rian, and  the  forbcaranee  of  the  Dutchman. 


mSTOBV  OF  KEW  YOBK.  293 

Oh,  reader,  it  was  fiilse !  I  swear  to  thee,  it  was  false ! — If 
thou  hast  axij  respect  to  mj  word — if  the  undeviating  charac- 
ter for  veracity,  which  I  have  endeavored  to  maintain  through- 
out this  work,  has  its  due  weight  upon  thee,  thou  wilt  not  give 
thy  faith  to  this  tale  of  slander ;  for  I  pledge  my  honor  and 
my  immortal  fame  to  thee,  that  the  gallant  Peter  Stuy  vesant 
was  not  only  innocent  of  this  foul  conspiracy,  but  would  have 
suffered  his  right  arm  or  even  his  wooden  leg  to  consume  with 
slow  and  everlasting  flames,  rather  than  attempt  to  destroy 
his  enemies  in  any  other  way  than  open,  generous  warfare—^ 
bcshrew  those  cutifT  scouts,  that  conspired  to  sully  his  honest 
name  by  such  an  imputation !  * 

Peter  Stuyvesant,  though  haply  he  may  never  have  heard 
of  a  knight-errant,  had  as  true  a  heart  of  chivalry  as  ever 
beat  at  the  round  table  of  King  Arthur.    In  the  honest  bosom 
of  this  heroic  Dutchman  dwelt  the  seven  noble  virtues  of 
knighthood,  flourishing  among  his  hardy  qualities  like  wild 
flowers  among  rocks.     He  was,  in  truth,  a  hero  of  chivalry 
struck  off  by  nature  at  a  single  heat,  and  though  little  care 
may  have  been  taken  to  refine  her  workmanship,  he  stood 
forth  a  miracle  of  her  skill.     In  all  his  dealings  he  was  head- 
strong perhaps,  but\>pen  and  above  board  ;  if  there  was  any 
thing  in  the  whole  world  he  most  loathed  and  despised  it  was 
canning  and  secret  wile ;  ^  straight  forward  "  was  his  motto, 
and  he  would  at  any  time  rather  run  his  hard  head  against  a 
stone  wall  than  attempt  to  get  round  it. 

Sodi  was  Peter  Stuyvesant,  and  if  my  admiration  of  him 
bas  on  this  oocamon  transported  my  style  beyond  the  sober 
gravity  whidi  becomes  the  philosophic  recorder  of  historic 
traits^  I  must  plead  as  an  apology,  that  though  a  little  gray- 


1 
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hondt-d  Dutchman,  nrrived  almoat  at  the  down-hlU  of  li^ 
still  retSiin  a  lingering  spark  of  that  fire  which  kindles  !n  I 
eye  of  youth  when  contemplating  the  virtues  of  andcnl  ti 
thies.  Blesswi,  thrice  and  nine  times  blessed  bo  the  goodl 
Nicholas,  if  I  have  indeed  escaped  that  apathy  which  chiUsI 
sympathies  of  age  and  paralyzes  every  glow  of  eiilhusiaaL 
The  first  measure  of  Peter  Stuyvcsont,  on  huiring  ufl 
slanderous  charge,  would  have  been  worthy  of  a  man  «hol 
studied  for  years  in  ibe  chivalrous  library  of  Don  Qiua 
Drawing  his  sword  and  laying  it  across  the  table,  to  put! 
in  proper  tune,  he  took  pen  in  hand  and  indited  a  pruud : 
lofly  letter  to  the  council  of  tlie  league,  rejimaching  li 
with  giving  ear  to  the  slanders  of  heathen  savagis  again 
Christian,  a  soldier,  and  a  cavalii'r;  declaring  that  wIm 
charged  him  with  the  plot  in  question,  lied  in  his  thmit; 
prove  which  he  olTered  to  meet  the  president  of  tbn  euti 
DT  any  of  his  compeers  ;  or  their  champion.  Captain 
der  Partridg,  that  mighty  man  of  Rhodes,  in  single 
wherein  he  trusted  to  vindicate  his  honor  by  the  prowtri: 


Tliis  missive  was  intrusted  to  his  trumpeter  and  ip 
Antony  Von  Corlear,  tliat  man  of  emergencies,  with  on 
to  travel  night  and  day,  sparing  neither  whip  nor  spur,  M 
that  he  carried  the  vindication  of  his  patron's  fiune  In 
saddle-bags. 

Tlie  loyal  Antony  accomplished  bis  misMon  with  gl 
speed  and  considerable  loss  of  leather,  lie  delivered 
missive  with  becoming  ceremony,  accompanying  it  wit 
flourish  of  deJiance  on  his  trumpet  to  the  whole  oiMincU,«i 
with  a  significant  and  nasal  twang  fiiU  in  the  (aoo  of 
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Partridg,  who  nearly  jumped  out  of  his  skin  in  an  ecstasy  of 
astonishment. 

The  grand  council  was  composed  of  men  too  cool  and 
practical  to  be  put  readily  in  a  heat,  or  to  indulge  in  knight- 
errantry  ;  and  above  all  to  run  a  tilt  with  such  a  fiery  hero  as 
Peter  the  Headstrong.  They  knew  the  advantage,  however, 
to  have  always  a  snug,  justifiable  cause  of  war  in  reserve  with 
a  neighbor,  who  had  territories  worth  invading;  so  they 
devised  a  reply  to  Peter  Stuy  vesant,  calculated  to  keep  up  the 
**  raw  "  which  they  had  established. 

On  receiving  this  answer,  Antony  Van  Corlear  remounted 
the  Flanders  mare  which  he  always  rode,  and  trotted  merrily 
back  to  the  Hanhattoes,  solacing  himself  by  the  way   ac- 
cording to  his  wont — ^twanging  his  trumpet  like  a  very  devil, 
10  that  the  sweet  valleys  and  banks  of  the  Connecticut  re- 
sounded with  the  warlike  melody — ^bringing  nil  the  folks  to 
the  windows  as  he  passed  through  Hartford  and  Pyqui^:,  and 
Midiletown,  and  all   the  other  border   towns,  ogling   and 
vinking  at  the  women,  and  making  aerial  wind-mills  from  the 
end  of  his  nose  at  their  husbands — and  stopping  occasionally 
in  the  villages  to  eat  pumpkin-pies,  dance  at  country  frolics, 
and  bundle  with  the  Yankee  lasses — ^whom  he  rejoiced  exceed- 
ingly with  his  soul-stirring  instrument. 


^ 


rpiiE  reply  of  the  grand  council  to  Peter  Stu^esant  was 
■^  couched  in  the  coolest  and  most  diplomatic  language. 
They  assured  him  that "  his  confident  denials  of  the  barbarous 
plot  alleged  against  him  would  weigh  little  against  the  testi- 
mony of  divers  sober  and  respectable  Indians ; "  that  "  his 
guilt  was  proved  to  their  perfect  satisfaction,"  so  that  thoy 
must  still  require  and  seek  due  tath/action  and  tecurily  ;  end- 
ing with — "  so  we  rest,  sir — Yours  in  ways  of  righteousness." 
I  forbear  to  say  how  the  lion-hearted  Peter  roared  and 
ramped  at  fmding  himself  more  and  more  entangled  in  the 
meshea  thus  artfully  drawn  round  him  by  the  knowing  Yan- 
kees. Inipatient,  however,  of  suffering  so  gross  an  aspersion 
to  rest  upon  his  honest  name,  he  sent  a  second  messenger  to 
the  council,  reiterating  his  denial  of  the  treachery  imputed  to 
him,  and  offering  to  submit  his  conduct  to  the  scrutiny  of  a 
court  of  honor.  His  offer  was  readily  accepted  ;  and  now  ho 
looked  forward  with  confidence  to  an  august  tribunal  to  be 
assembled  at  the  Manhattoes  formed  of  high-minded  cav'aliers, 
peradvcnture  govemora  and  commanders  of  the  confederate 
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plantations^  when  the  matter  might  be  investigated  by  his 
peers,  in  a  manner  befitting  his  rank  and  dignity. 

While  he  was  awaiting  the  arrival  of  such  high  function- 
arieSy  behold,  one  sunshiny  aflemoon  there  rode  into  the  great 
gate  of  the  Manhattoes  two  lean,  hungry-looking  Yankees, 
mounted  on  Narragansct  pacers,  with  saddle-bags  under  thoir 
bottoms,  and  green  satchels  under  their  arms,  who  looked 
marvellously  like  two  pettifo^ing  attorneys  beating  the  hoof 
from  one  county  court  to  another  in  quest  of  lawsuits  :  and, 
in  sooth,  though  they  may  have  passed  under  different  names 
at  the  time,  I  have  reason  to  suspect  they  were  the  identical 
Tarlets  who  had  negotiated  the  worthy  Dutch  commissioners 
out  of  the  Connecticut  river. 

It  was  a  rule  with  these  inde&tigable  missionaries  never 
to  let  the  grass  grow  wider  their  feet.  Scarce  had  they,  there- 
€>re,  alighted  at  the  inn  and  deposited  their  saddle-bags,  than 
they  made  their  way  to  the  residence  of  the  governor.  Tliey 
fuund  him,  according  to  custom,  smoking  his  ailernoon  pipe 
oa  the  ^  stoop,"  or  bench  at  the  porch  of  his  house,  and  an- 
Doimced  themselves,  at  once,  as  commissioners  sent  by  the 
gnnd  council  of  the  east  to  investigate  the  truth  of  certain 
charges  advanced  against  him. 

The  good  Peter  took  his  pipe  from  his  mouth,  and  gazed 
at  them  for  a  moment  in  mute  astonishment.  By  way  of  ex- 
pediting business,  they  were  proceeding  on  the  spot  to  put 
W'ine  preliminary  questions ;  asking  him,  peradventure, 
vliether  he  pleaded  guilty  or  not  guilty,  considering  him 
frimething  in  the  light  of  a  culprit  at  the  bar  ;  when  they  were 
bought  to  a  pause  by  seeing  him  lay  down  his  pipe  and  begin 

to  fumblo  with  his  walking-stofi*.     For  a  moment  those  pres- 
13* 
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cnt  wouM  not  havD  given  half  a  crown  fur  liotli  tlic  cruwna  of 
th«  coiiimiBsioiu'rs ;  but  PoUir  Stuyvpsont  reprei«('<J  his 
miglity  wruth  and  Htnyiil  his  luuid ;  lie  Bcooned  the  varlt-U 
fnim  hpod  to  fmit,  salchils  — '  -II,  wiOi  a  Wk  of  incirubla 
Bcom ;  thi'n  stroiie  into  ti  i,  alttinmed  the  duur  after 

kiiii,  uid  oxiiinaiiilud  Uu  ultl  nuvt>r  agaiu  bu  adniil- 

totl  to  liis  j)n«enoe. 

The  knowing  cotni  'inlted  to  eocli  othor,  and 

madu  a  ccrtificat«  on  the  the  govtrnur  liud  rffustil 

to  uHBwer  iht'ir  iiitorropatorn  i  >  Bubiiiit  lo  thi-ir  exanitniu 

tion.  They  then  proceeded  to  rummage  about  the  city  for  two 
or  three  days,  in  quest  of  what  they  called  evidence,  perjilex- 
ing  Indians  and  old  women  with  their  cross-questioning  until 
they  had  stufTid  their  satchels  and  eoddle-bags  with  all  kinds 
of  apocrypliul  tales,  rumors,  and  calumnies  ;  with  these  they 
mounted  their  Natraganset  pacers  and  travelled  haek  to  the 
grand  council ;  neither  did  the  proud-hearted  Peter  trouble 
liimsclf  to  hinder  their  researches  nor  impede  their  departure ; 
he  was  too  mindful  of  their  sacred  character  aa  envoys ;  but  I 
warrant  me  had  they  played  the  same  tricks  with  William 
the  Testy,  hu  would  have  had  them  tucked  up  by  the  waist- 
band mid  treated  to  an  aeriul  gambol  on  his  patent  gallows. 


cnAPTER  vn. 


BOW  **1>Kini  ICCLBSIASTIO**  WAB  BKATKK  TRROUOHOVT  CONKECTICUT  lOK 
A  CftrSADI  AOAIIIBT  TBI  VIW  KKTIIZRLANPS,  AMD  UOW  FKTKR  BTL'T- 
TISAITT  TOOK  MBAlUftXS   TO  rOBTIFT   UI8  CAPITAL. 


rpiTE  grand  council  of  the  east  held  a  solemn  meeting  on 
■*•  the  return  of  their  envoys.  As  no  advocate  appeared  in 
behalf  of  Peter  Stuyvesant  every  thing  went  against  him. 
His  haughty  refusal  to  submit  to  the  questioning  of  the  com- 
missioDers  was  construed  into  a  consciousness  of  guilt.  The 
contents  of  the  satchels  and  saddle-bags  were  poured  forth 
before  the  council  and  appeared  a  mountain  of  evidence.  A 
pale,  bilious  orator  took  the  floor,  and  declaimed  for  hours 
and  in  belligerent  terms.  He  was  one  of  those  furious  zealots 
who  blows  the  bellows  of  faction  until  the  whole  furnace  of 
p^ilitics  is  red-hot  with  sparks  and  cinders.  What  was  it  to 
bim  if  he  should  set  the  house  on  fire,  so  that  he  might  boil 
liis  pi>t  by  the  bla2e.  lie  was  from  the  borders  of  Connecti- 
cut ;  his  constituents  lived  by  marauding  their  Dutch  neigh- 
bors, and  wore  the  greatest  poachers  in  Christendom,  except- 
ing the  Scotch  border  nobles.  His  eloquence  had  its  cfTict, 
and  it  was  determined  to  set  on  foot  an  expedition  against  the 
Xieuw  Ncdcrlands. 

It  was  necessary,  however,  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for 
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this  measure.  Accordingly  the  srgiimcnt"  "f  the  orator  were 
echoed  from  the  pulpit  for  several  suoLt*iiing  Sundays,  and  a 
crusade  was  preoobed  up  against  Pulcr  Stujvcsaiit  and  his 
devoted  dty. 

This  is  the  first  we  hcior  drum  eudusiastio  "  beat- 

ing up  for  retirults  in  worl  i  In  our  country.     It  lias 

since  bwn  colled  into  freqiK  i  cunning  poltliciun  often 

lurks  under  iho  clericiU  robe  spiritual  and  things  tenv- 

poral  are  strangtily  jumb!  ,  like  drugs  on  an  apoth- 

ecary's shelf;    and  instco  pful  sermon,  the  simplo 

seeker  after    righleousnca  n  d  political    pamphlet 

thrust  down  his  throat,  labelled  with  a  pious  text  from  Scrip- 

And  now  nothing  was  talked  of  but  an  expedition  against 
the  Manhattoea.  It  pleased  the  populace,  who  had  a  vehe- 
ment prejudice  against  the  Dutch,  considering  them  a  ^~astly 
inferior  race,  who  had  sought  the  new  world  for  the  lucre  of 
gain,  not  the  litwrty  of  conscience;  who  were  mere  heretica 
and  infidels,  inasmuch  as  they  refused  to  believe  in  witches 
and  sea-serpents,  and  had  faith  in  the  virtues  of  horse-shoes 
niuled  to  the  door ;  ato  pork  with<iut  molasses ;  held  pump- 
kins in  contempt,  and  were  in  perpetual  breach  of  the  elev- 
enth commandment  of  all  true  Yankees,  "  Thou  shalt  have 
codfish  dinners  on  Saturdays." 

No  sooner  did  Peter  StujrcsAnt  get  wind  of  the  storm 
that  was  brewing  in  the  cast  than  ho  set  to  work  to  prepare 
for  it.  He  was  not  one  of  those  economical  rulers,  who  post- 
pone the  expense  of  fortifying  until  the  enemy  is  at  the  door. 
There  is  nothing,  he  would  s,iy,  that  keeps  off  enemies  and 
crows  more  than  the  smell  of  gunpowder.     He  proceeded, 
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therefore,  with  all  diligence,  to  put  the  provinoe  and  its  me- 
tropolis in  a  posture  of  defence. 

Among  the  remnants  which  remained  from  the  days  of 
William  the  Testy,  were  the  militia  laws;  by  which  the 
inhabitants  were  obliged  to  turn  out  twice  a  year,  with  such 
military  equipments  as  it  pleased  God  ;  and  were  put  under 
the  command  of  tailors  and  man-milliners,  who,  though  on 
ordinary  occasions  they  might  have  been  the  meekest,  most 
pippin-heartod  little  men  in  the  world,  were  very  devils  at 
parade,  when  they  had  cocked  hats  on  their  heads  and  swords 
by  their  sides.  Under  the  instructions  of  these  periodical 
warriors,  the  peaceful  bui^hcrs  of  the  Manhattocs  were 
schooled  in  iron  war,  and  became  so  hardy  in  the  process  of 
time,  that  they  could  march  through  sun  and  rain,  from  one 
end  of  the  town  to  the  other,  without  flinching  ;  and  so  intre- 
pid and  adroit,  that  they  could  face  to  the  right,  wheel  to  the 
left,  and  fire  without  winking  or  blinking. 

Peter  Stuyvesant,  like  all  old  soldiers  who  have  seen  ser- 
vice and  smelt  gunpowder,  had  no  great  respect  for  militia 
troops;  however,  he  determined  to  give  them  a  trial,  and 
accordingly  called  for  a  general  muster,  inspection,  and  re- 
view. But,  oh  Mars  and  Dellona !  what  a  turning  out  was 
bore!  Here  came  old  Roelant  Cuckaburt,  with  a  short  blun- 
derbuss on  his  shoulder,  and  a  long  horseman's  sword  trailing 
by  his  side  ;  and  Barent  Dirkson,  with  something  that  l(X>kod 
like  a  copper  kettle  turned  upside  down  on  his  head,  and  a 
couple  of  old  horse-pistols  in  his  bolt ;  and  Dirk  Volkcrtson, 
with  a  long  duck  fowling-piece  without  any  ramrod ;  and  a 
host  more,  armed  higgledy-pigglefly — with  swords,  hatchets, 
mickersnoes,  crowbars,    broomsticks,  and    what    not;    the 
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officers  distinguished  froin  tho  rcwL  by  having  thi'ir  sloiuiiicd 
hats  cocked  up  w  itli  pins,  aiid  Biirmoimtod  with  cocktail  feathera. 

Ilie  sturdy  Pet^r  eyed  thin  nuoileacript  host  with  boiiiu 
Guch  rueful  a!j[>e«t  03  a  man  would  eye  the  devil,  wid  deter- 
mined to  give  his  ftialhorbeti  i  Btwstiniiig,  lie  accord- 
ingly put  ihcm  through  th  exurciae  over  sod  over 
again ;  tnidgc^  ihcm  bac  nd  fbrwarda  about  the 
«tr««ls  of  New  Amnterdam  ir  ehort  legs  u^Md  aiid 
their  fut  aides  Bweattd  ckf  tally  oncsmped  them  in 
the  evening  on  the  tmnini  without  tho  city,  to  give 
them  a  toEte  of  ciunp  Vife,  i»  le  next  day  to  renew  the 
toils  and  perih  of  the  field.  But  so  it  came  to  pass  that  in 
tho  night  there  fell  a  great  and  heavy  rain,  and  melted  away 
the  army,  so  that  in  the  morning  when  Goffer  Phoebus  shed 
his  iirst  beams  upon  the  camp  scarce  a  warrior  remained  ex- 
cept Peter  Stuyvesant  and  his  trumpeter  Van  Corlcar. 

This  awful  desolation  of  a  whole  army  would  have  ap- 
palled a  commonder  of  less  ncr^e  ;  but  it  served  to  confirm 
Peter's  want  of  confidence  in  the  militia  system,  which  ho 
thenceforward  used  to  call,  in  jnkc — for  ho  sometimes  indulged 
in  a  joke — William  the  Tosty's  broken  reed.  lie  now  took 
iuto  his  service  a  goodly  number  of  burly,  broad-shouldered, 
broad-bottomed  Dutchmen  ;  whom  he  paid  in  good  silver  and 
gold,  and  of  whom  he  boosted  that  whether  they  could  stand 
fire  or  not,  they  were  at  least  wotcr-proof. 

IIo  fortified  the  city,  too,  with  pickets  and  palisadoea,  ex- 
tending across  the  island  from  river  to  river  ;  and  above  all, 
cast  up  mud  batteries  or  redoubts  on  tho  point  of  tho  island, 
where  it  divided  tho  beautiful  bosom  of  the  bay. 

These  latter  redoubts,  in  process  of  time,  came  to  be  picas- 
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antlj  overrun  bj  a  carpet  of  glass  and  clover,  and  overshad- 
owed by  wide^preading  elms  and  sycamores ;  among  the 
branches  of  which  the  birds  would  build  their  nests  and  rojoice 
the  ear  with  their  melodious  notes.  Under  these  trees,  too, 
the  old  burghers  would  smoke  their  afternoon  pipe ;  contem- 
plating  the  golden  sun  as  he  sank  in  the  west,  an  emblem  of 
the  tranquil  end  toward  w^hich  they  were  declining.  Here, 
too,  would  the  young  men  and  maidens  of  the  town  take  their 
evening  stroll,  watching  the  silver  moonbeams  as  they  trem- 
bled along  the  calm  bosom  of  the  bay,  or  lit  up  the  sail  of 
some  gliding  bark  ;  and  perad venture  interchanging  the  soft 
vows  of  honest  affection ;  for  to  evening  strolls  in  this  favored 
spot  were  traced  most  of  the  marriages  in  New  Amsterdam. 

Sudi  was  the  origin  of  that  renowned  promenade,  Tffs 
Battery,  which  though  ostensibly  devoted  to  the  stem  pur- 
poses of  ¥rar,  has  ever  been  consecrated  to  the  sweet  delights 
of  petoe.  The  scene  of  many  a  gambol  in  happy  childhood — 
of  many  a  tender  assignation  in  riper  years— of  many  a  sooth- 
ing wilk  in  declining  age — the  healthful  resort  of  the  feeble 
invalid — the  Sunday  refreshment  of  the  dusty  tradesman — in 
fine,  the  ornament  and  delight  of  New  York,  and  the  pride  of 
tbe  lovely  bland  of  Manna-hata. 


HAVING  thus  proridod  for  the  tempotvj-  security  of  Xcw 
Amst'TtJam,  and  guarded  it  against  any  sudden  surprise, 
thv  gallant  P(.-t4:r  took  a  hearty  pinih  of  sauS,  and  snapping 
his  fingers,  set  the  great  council  of  Amphictyons  and  their 
champion,  the  redoubtable  Alicxsondcr  Partrldg,  at  defiimce. 
In  the  iiican  time  the  ino8s-lr<H>]X'rs  of  Connecticut;  the  war- 
riora  of  New  Haven  and  Hartford,  and  Pyquag,  otherwise 
called  WcathL-rsficld,  fiinious  for  its  onions  and  its  wit«hcs — 
anil  of  all  the  other  bf^rder  towns,  were  in  a  prodigious  tur- 
inoil ;  furijishing  up  their  rusty  weapons  ;  shouting  aloud  for 
War,  and  anticipating  vasy  conquests,  and  glorious  rummaging 
of  the  fut  little  Dutcli  villages. 

In  the  midst  of  these  warlike  preparations,  however,  they 
received  the  chilling  news  that  the  colony  of  KlassachuseUa 
refused  to  back  them  in  this  righteous  war.  It  seems  that  the 
gallant  conduct  of  I'etor  Stuyvcsant,  tho  generous  warmth  of 
his  vindication  and  the  chivalrous  spirit  of  his  defiance,  though 
lust  upon  tho  grand  council  of  tho  league,  hod  carried  convio- 
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tlon  to  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts,  which  nobly  refused 
to  believe  him  guilty  of  the  villanous  plot  laid  at  his  door.* 

The  defection  of  so  important  a  colony  paralyzed  the  coun- 
cils of  the  league,  some  such  dissension  an)se  among  its  mem- 
bers as  prevailed  of  yore  in  the  camp  of  the  brawling  warriors 
of  Greece,  and  in  the  end  the  crusade  against  the  Manhattoes 
was  abandoned. 

It  is  said  that  the  moss-troopers  of  Connecticut  were  sorely 
disappointed ;  but  well  for  them  that  their  belligerent  crav- 
ings were  not  gratified  :  for  by  my  faith,  whatever  might  have 
been  the  ultimate  result  of  a  conflict  with  all  the  powers  of 
the  east,  in  the  interim  the  stomaehful  heroes  of  Pyquag 
would  have  been  choked  with  their  own  onions,  and  all  the 
border  towns  of  Connecticut  would  have  had  such  a  scouring 
fix>m  the  lion-hearted  Peter  and  his  robustious  myrmidons, 
that  I  warrant  mo  they  would  not  have  had  the  stomach  to 
iqoat  on  the  land  or  invade  the  henroost  of  a  Nederlandcr  for 
i  century  to  come. 

But  it  was  not  merely  the  refusal  of  Massachusetts  to  join 
in  their  unholy  crusade  that  confounded  the  councils  of  the 
Icigue ;  for  about  this  time  broke  out  in  the  New  England 
provinces  the  awful  plague  of  witchcraft,  which  spread  like 
pcstilcnee  through  the  land.  Such  a  howling  abomination 
coold  not  be  suffered  to  remain  long  unnoticed ;  it  soon  ex- 
Qted  the  fiery  indignation  of  those  guardians  of  the  common- 
wealth, who  whilom  hod  evinced  such  active  benevolence  in 
the  conversion  of  Quakers  and  Anabaptists.  The  grand  coun- 
cil of  the  league  publicly  set  their  faces  against  the  crime,  and 

*  Ilazard's  State  Papers. 
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bloody  bws  wrro  «niict«d  agunst  all  "  solem  conversing  or 
coiajioct.iiig  witli  the  divil  by  way  of  conjuracion  or  Uie  lik< 
Siriul  w-Miroli  too  was  iniulo  aiW  wiltbcB,  wbo  wore  CAsiljr  <)(*. 
loi^Usl  by  dHvil'a  piiichoi;  by  being  able  to  weep  but  Ihruo 
tuknt,  and  thosu  out  of  Uw  ;  Mid  by  having  a  iiUKit 

siispiciouB  iiredilL-otiiin  fur  bl.  and  bruoiriKtickB !     Wliat 

is  pnrticulitrly  worthy  of  a<  is,  that  tills  terrible  art, 

'wbitih  has  luifllud  thu  stud  ^aourvlii^a  of  philosophers, 

ftstrolngers,  thourgista,  and  gcs,  was  chii^fly  confined 

to  tho  nio8t  ignorant,  d«  ugly  old  women  in  tlM 

€oiiiin unity,  with  scaroe  m.  ns  than  the  broomaticks 

they  rode  upon. 

When  once  an  alarm  is  sounded,  the  public,  who  dearly 
lovo  to  be  in  a  panic,  are  always  ready  to  keep  it  up.  Raise 
but  the  cry  of  yellow  fever,  and  immediately  every  headache, 
indigestion,  and  overflowing  of  the  bile  is  pronounced  tho  ter- 
rible epidemic ;  cry  out  mad  dog,  and  every  unlucky  cur  in 
the  street  is  in  Jeopordy :  so  in  the  present  instance,  whoever 
was  troubled  with  cholic  or  lumbago  waa  sure  to  be  bewitched 
— and  woe  to  any  unlucky  old  woman  living  in  tho  neighbor- 
It  is  incredible  the  number  of  offences  that  were  detected, 
"  for  every  one  of  which,"  says  tho  reverend  Cotton  Mather, 
in  that  excellent  work,  the  History  of  New  England,  "wo 
have  such  a  sufGeient  evidence,  that  no  reasonable  man  in  this 
whole  country  ever  did  question  them  ;  and  it  teill  bt  unrvo- 
louabU  to  do  it  in  any  o/Aer,"f 

Indeed,  that  authentic  and  judicious  historian  Jt^  Josso- 

■  Sew  Plymouth  raconL 

t  Uftiher'i  Hist  New  Kng.  B.  S,  ch.  1. 
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Ijn,  Gent,  furnishes  us  with  unquestionable  facts  on  this  sub- 
ject. "  There  are  none,**  obsen'cs  he,  "  that  b<^  in  this  coun- 
try, but  there  be  witches  too  many — ^bottle-bellied  witches  and 
others,  that  produce  many  strange  apparitions,  if  you  will 
believe  report,  of  a  shallop  at  sea  manned  with  women — and 
of  a  ship  and  great  red  horse  standing  by  the  mnin-mast ;  the 
ship  being  in  a  small  cove  to  the  eastward,  vanished  of  a  sud- 
den," etc 

The  number  of  delinquents,  however,  and  their  magical 
devices,  were  not  more  remarkable  than  their  diabolical  obsti- 
nacy.   Though' exhorted  in  the  most  solemn,  persuasive,  and 
afri*ctionate  manner,  to  confess  themselves  guilty,  and  bo 
burnt  for  the  good  of  religion,  and  the  entertainment  of  the 
public ;  yet  did  they  most  pertinaciously  persist  in  asserting 
their  innocence.    Such  incredible  obstinacy  was  in  itself  de- 
•en'ing  of  immediate  punishment,  and  was  sufficient  proof,  if 
proof  were  necessary,  that  they  were  in  league  with  the  devil, 
vbo  is  perverseness  itself.     But  their  judges  were  just  and 
merciful,  and  were  determined  to  punish  none  that  were  not 
convicted  on  the  best  of  testimony ;  not  that  they  needed  any 
endenoc  to  satisfy  their  own  minds,  for,  like  true  and  expo- 
rienood  judges,  their  minds  were  perfectly  made  up,  and  they 
vere  thoroughly  satisfied  of  the  guilt  of  the  prisoners  before 
they  proceeded  to  try  them :  but  still  something  was  ncccs- 
mrj  to  convince  the  community  at  large — to  quiet  those  pry- 
ii^  quidnuncs  M'ho  should  come  afler  them — in  short,  the 
vorld  must  be  satisfied.    Oh,  the  world — the  world ! — all  the 
vorld  knows  the  world  of  trouble  the  world  is  eternally  ,ocea- 
■oning !     The  worthy  judges,  therefore,  were  driven  to  the 
aeoeasity  of  sifting,  detecting,  and  making  evident  as  noon- 


Finding,  thereSuref  that  neither  ezhortatioii,  a 
nor  friendly  entreaty  had  any  avail  on  these  har 
era,  they  resorted  to  the  more  urgent  argument 
and  having  thus  absolutely  wrung  the  truth  froi 
bom  lipa,  they  condemned  them  to  undergo  the 
unto  the  heinous  crimes  they  had  confessed.  So 
ried  their  perverseness  so  far  as  to  expire  unde 
protesting  their  innocence  to  the  last ;  but  these 
upon  as  thoroughly  and  absolutely  possessed  by 
the  pious  bystanders  only  lamented  that  they  hi 
little  longer,  to  have  perished  in  the  flames. 

In  the  city  of  Ephesus,  we  are  told  that  th 
expelled  by  stoning  a  ragged  old  Ix^gar  to 
Apollonius  pointed  out  as  being  the  evil  spirit  1 
and  who  actually  showed  himself  to  be  a  demon 
into  a  shagged  dog.  In  like  manner,  and  by  mes 
sagacious,  a  salutary  check  was  given  to  this  , 
The  witches  were  all  burnt,  banished,  or  panics 
a  little  M'hile  there  was  not  an  ugly  old  womaE 
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New  EngUind,  abandoning  the  study  of  the  occult  sciences, 
turned  their  attention  to  the  more  profitable  hocus  pocus  of 
trade,  and  soon  became  expert  in  the  legerdemain  art  of  turn- 
ing  a  penny.  Still,  however,  a  tinge  of  the  old  leaven  is  dis- 
cernible, even  unto  this  day,  in  their  characters — witches  occa- 
rionally  start  up  among  them  in  difTerent  disguises,  as  physi- 
cians, civilians,  and  divines.  The  people  at  largo  show  a 
keenness,  a  cleverness,  and  a  profundity  of  wisdom,  that 
savors  strongly  of  witchcraft — and  it  has  been  remarked,  that 
whenever  any  stones  Mi  from  the  moon,  the  greater  part  of 
tbem  is  sure  to  tumble  into  New  England ! 


><^':<M: 


^^\^^ 


'y^ 
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TTTITEN  treating  of  these  tempestuous  times  iho  it 

'  '     writer  of  ihe  Stuy  vesant  manuscript  breaks  out  InMS 
apostrophe  in  praise  of  the  good  St,  Nicholas,  to  wbuse  f 
tccting  care  he  ascribes  the  dissensions  which  broke  out  nm 
council  of  the  league,  and  the  direful  witdicraft  whidi  filM  4 
Yankee  land  as  with  Egyptian  darkness. 

A  portentous  gloom,  sajs  he,  hung  lowering  over  ikim 
valleys  of  the  East ;  the  pleasant  bunks  of  the  Cannecf 
/oiigcr  echoed  to  tlio  sounds  of  rualic  gaycty ;  gnal/  f 
titma  glided  about  e*ch  wild  brook  and  silent  gler 
apparitions  were  seen  in  the  lur;  strange  voices  were  b< 
solitary  places,  and  the  border  towns  were  so  ooctipi*>4 
detecting  and  punishing  losol  witches,  that,  fur  ft  time,  all  ■ 
ttf  war  was  suspended,  and  New  Amstenlani  and  its  h 
tants  seemed  to  bo  totally  forgotten, 

I  must  n»l  concefll  the  fact  that  at  one  time  there  w*»  •* 
danger  of  this  plague  of  witchcraft  extending  into  lh>  ^ 
Nutherlands :  and  certain  witdies  mounted  on  broomiM 
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y  have  been  seen  whisking  in  the  air  over  some  of 
Tilkges  near  the  borders ;  but  the  worthy  Neder* 
3k  the  precaution  to  nail  horseshoes  to  their  doors, 
well  known  are  efTectual  barriers  against  all  diabol- 
n  of  the  kind.  Many  of  those  horseshoes  may  be 
s  very  day  on  ancient  mansions  and  bams  rcmain- 
;he  days  of  the  patriarchs ;  nay,  the  custom  is  still 
long  some  of  our  legitimate  Dutch  yeomanry,  who 
m  their  forefathers  a  desire  to  keep  witches  and 
it  of  the  country. 

»w  the  great  Peter,  having  no  immediate  hostility  to 
from  the  east,  turned  his  face,  with  characteristic 
o  his  southern  frontiers.  The  attentive  reader  will 
liat  certain  freebooting  Swedes  had  become  very 
e  in  this  quarter  in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of 
le  Testy,  setting  at  naught  the  proclamations  of  that 
totentate,  and  putting  his  admiral,  the  intrepid  Jan 
lendam,  to  a  perfect  nonplus.  To  check  the  incur- 
?8e  Swedes,  Peter  Stuy vesant  now  ordered  a  force 
itier,  giving  the  command  of  it  to  General  Jacobus 
burgh,  an  oilicer  who  had  risen  to  great  importance 

reign  of  Wilhelmus  KiefL  He  had,  if  histories 
been  second  in  command  to  the  doughty  Van  Cur- 
ie and  his  warriors  were  inhumanly  kicked  out  of 

Hoop  by  the  Yankees.  In  tliat  memorable  affair 
burgh  is  said  to  have  received  more  kicks  in  a  cer- 
ble  part,  than  any  of  his  comrades,  in  consequence 
n  the  resignation  of  Van  Curlet,  he  had  been  pro- 
is  place,  being  considered  a  hero  who  had  seen  ser- 
iflercd  in  his  country's  cause. 


class  was  Greneral  Van  f  onenouri^u, 
dame  Nature,  who  will  sometimef  be  partial,  had  g 
brass  enough  for  a  dozen  ordinary  braziers.     All  thj 
contrived  to  pass  off  upon  William  the  Testy,  for  gem 
and  the  little  governor  would  sit  for  hours,  and  list 
gunpowder  stories  of  exploits,  which  left  those  of  Tii 
White,  Don  Belianis  of  Greece,  or  St  Greorge  and  tht 
quite  in  the  background.    Having  been  promoted  by 
Kiefb  to  the  command  of  his  whole  disposable  forces 
importance  to  his  station  by  the  grandiloquence  of 
tins,  always  styling  himself  Commander-in-chief  of  tl 
of  the  New  Netherlands ;  though  in  sober  truth,  the 
M'ere  nothing  more  than  a  handful  of  hen-stealing,  be 
ing  ragamuffins. 

In  person  he  was  not  very  tall,  but  exceeding 
neither  did  his  bulk  proceed  from  his  b^uig  &t,  b 
being  blown  up  by  a  prodigious  conviction  of  his  c 
tanoe,  imtil  he  resembled  one  of  those  bags  of  win 
Bolus,  in  an  incredible  fit  of  generosity,  to  that  vag 

^^'-^  "fJnHv  fiiulowmeuts  had  long 
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rior,  I  will  bestow  a  word  upon  the  dress  of  this  redoubtable 
oommander.  It  comported  with  his  character,  being  so  crossed 
and  slashed,  and  embroidered  with  lace  and  tinsel,  that  he 
seemed  to  have  as  much  brass  without,  as  nature  had  stored 
awaj  within.  Ho  was  swathed  too,  in  a  crimson  sash,  of  the 
size  and  texture  of  a  fishing-net ;  doubtless  to  keep  his  swell- 
ing heart  from  bursting  through  his  ribs.  His  face  glowed 
with  furnace  heat  from  between  a  huge  pair  of  well-powdered 
whiskers ;  and  his  valorous  soul  seemed  ready  to  bounce  out 
of  a  pair  of  large,  glassy,  blinking  eyes,  projecting  like  those 
of  a  lobster. 

I  swear  to  thee,  worthy  reader,  if  history  and  tradition 
belie  not  this  warrior,  I  would  give  all  the  money  in  my 
pocket  to  have  seen  him  accoutred  cap-a-pie — booted  to  the 
middle — sashed  to  the  chin — collared  to  the  ears — whiskered 
to  the  teeth— -crowned  with  an  overshadowing  cocked  hat,  and 
girded  with  a  leathern  belt  ten  inches  broad,  from  which 
trailed  a  falchion,  of  a  length  that  I  dare  not  mention.  Thus 
equipped,  he  strutted  about,  as  bitter-looking  a  man  of  war 
as  the  fiir4amed  More,  of  More-hall,  when  he  sallied  forth  to 
slay  the  dragon  of  Wantley.    For  what  says  the  ballad  ? 

^  Ilad  you  but  seen  him  in  this  dress, 

How  fierce  he  looked  and  how  big, 
Tea  would  hare  thought  him  for  to  be 

Some  Egyptian  porcupig. 
He  frighted  all— cats,  dogs  and  all, 

Each  cow,  each  horse,  and  each  hog ; 
For  fear  they  did  flee,  for  they  took  him  to  be 

Some  strange  outlandish  hedge-hog.^* 

•  Ballad  of  Dragon  of  Wantley. 
14 
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I  inust  confess  this  gpncml,  with  oil  kia  uutwnrd  valor  and 
vcnbosity,  was  not  cxaclly  an  ofliccr  to  Peter  Stuyvcsitnl's 
taste,  but  he  st<KHl  foruiiiiuL  in  tho  army  list  irf  William  the 
Ttsty,  and  it  is  probable  ibo  good  Pctix,  wlm  was  cotAt.-ii.'nliou3 
in  his  deHlitigs  witli  ult  ii  fuul  his  miliutry  nntiuns  of 

precedpnt*,  thought  it  bi  ^ivc  him  n  (Jmiiou  tif  prov- 

ing his  right  to  hia  dignit 

To  this  copper  capt;  ire,  waa  confiii«l  tha  tvttu 

mnnd  of  ihu  trfx^ps  d«eti  loot  the  soutlit-ni  frontier; 

and  si-arco  h*]  hi>  dopar  nation  tliaii  bullcliua  tn^-uii 

til  nrrhp  fruiii  hiiri,  di'son  i  undamiled  march  tliroui;h 

sav^c  deserts,  over  insurmountable  mountains,  across  inipos- 
sablo  rivers,  and  through  iinponetrablo  fori.'sts,  conquering 
vast  tracts  of  uninhabited  country,  and  encountering  more 
perils  than  did  Xenophon  in  his  fur-famed  retreat  with  his  ten 
thousnnd  Grecians. 

Peter  Stuyvcsant  read  all  these  grandiloquent  despatches 
with  a  dubious  screwing  of  tho  mouth  and  shaking  of  the 
head  ;  but  Antony  Van  CorU'ar  repeated  these  contents  in  the 
streets  and  market-places  with  an  approprint*  flourish  upon  his 
trumpet,  and  tho  windy  victories  of  the  general  resounded 
through  the  streets  of  New  Amsterdam. 

On  arri\ing  at  the  southern  frontier,  Van  PoiTcnburgh pro- 
coedi^d  to  erect  a  fortress,  or  strong-hold,  on  tho  South  or 
Delaware  river.  At  6rst  he  bethought  him  to  call  it  Fort 
Stuyvcsant,  in  honor  of  the  governor,  a  lowly  kind  of  homage 
prevalent  ill  our  country  among  speculators,  military  com- 
manders, and  office-seekers  of  all  kinds,  by  which  our  maps 
come  to  be  studded  with  tho  names  of  political  patrons  and 
temporary  great  men ;  in  tho  present  instance,  Van  Poflen- 
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Yjurgh  carried  kis  homage  to  the  most  lowly  degree,  giving 
his  fortress  the  name  of  Fort  Cosimir,  in  honor,  it  is  said, 
of  a  favorite  pur  of  brimstone  trunk  breeches  of  his  ex- 
cellency. 

As  this  fort  will  be  found  to  give  rise  to  important  events, 
it  may  be  worth  while  to  notice  that  it  was  afVcn^'ards  called 
Nieuw  Amstcl,  and  M'sls  the  germ  of  the  present  flourishing 
town  of  New  Castle,  or,  more  properly  speaking.  No  Castle, 
there  being  nothing  of  the  kind  on  the  premises. 

His  fortress  being  finished,  it  would  have  done  any  man^s 
heart  good  to  behold  the  swelling  dignity  with  which  the  gen- 
eral would  stride  in  and  out  a  dozen  times  a  day,  surveying  it 
in  front  and  in  rear ;  on  this  side  and  on  that ;  how  he  would 
strut  backwards  and  forwards,  in  full  regimentals,  on  the  top 
of  the  ramparts;  like  a  vain-glorious  cock-pigeon,  swelling 
and  vaporing  on  the  top  of  a  dove-cote. 

There  is  a  kind  of  valorous  spleen  which,  like  wind,  is  apt 
to  grow  unruly  in  the  stomachs  of  newly-made  soldiers,  com- 
pelling them  to  box-lobby  brawls  and  broken-headed  quarrels, 
unless  there  can  be  found  some  more  harmless  way  to  give  it 
vent.  It  is  recorded  in  the  delectable  romance  of  Pierce  For- 
est, that  a  young  knight,  being  dubbed  by  King  Alexander, 
did  incontinently  gallop  into  an  adjacent  forest  and  belabor 
the  trees  with  such  might  and  main,  that  he  not  merely  eased 
off  the  sudden  effervescence  of  his  valor,  but  convinced  the 
whole  court  that  he  was  the  most  potent  and  courageous  cav- 
alier on  the  &oe  of  the  earth.  In  like  manner  the  commander 
of  Fort  Casimir,  when  he  found  his  martial  spirit  waxing  too 
hot  within  him,  would  sally  forth  into  the  fields  and  lay  about 
him  most  lustily  with  his  sabre;  decapitating  cabbages  by 
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plotonnn;  hewing  ilown  lofty  wmflowon,  wliicii  ho  termed 
[^paulio  Swodos,  and  ir,  p^rchanw.  ho  r«[>inj  a  colony  of  big- 
b«lliud  pumpkitia  quWiy  battlun);  in  thosun,  "oh  !  cedtifT  Yait- 
keea  !  "  would  Uo  roar,  "  have  I  caught  ye  at  last !  "  S*j  Buy- 
ing, witli  one  sw^p  ofhla  u  would  clcnvu  iha  unhnppy 
vrgt^tjiblc-H  from  lliL'ir  diini  ar  wwittluuids ;  by  whicA 
wwlikp  havoc,  hia  (■hi.l<'r  1  itne  sort  ullayed,  ho  would 
return  into  tho  forlniss  i  i]  coiivictioa  that  ha  was  ft 
very  miraolu  of  inilitAr) 

H«  waa  a  disoiplinai  tho  first  order.     Woe  to 

any  unlucky  s^nldier  who  dia  old  up  bis  hrad  and  turn 

out  his  toes  when  on  parade;  or,  who  did  not  salute  the  gen- 
eral in  proper  stylo  as  he  passed.  Having  one  day,  in  hia 
bible  rcsoaixhes,  encountered  the  history  of  Absalom  and  his 
melancholy  end,  the  general  bethought  him  that,  in  a  country 
aWunding  with  forests,  his  soldiers  were  in  constant  risk  of  a 
like  catastrophe ;  ho  therefore,  in  an  evil  hour,  issued  orders 
for  cropping  the  hair  of  both  officers  and  men  throughout  tho 
garrison. 

Now  so  it  happened,  that  among  his  oflicora  was  a  sturdy 
veteran  named  Kelderinecater ;  who  had  cherished,  through 
a  long  life,  a  mop  of  hair  not  a  little  resembling  the  shag  i>f  a 
Newfoundland  dog,  terminating  in  n  queue  like  the  handle  of 
a  fryiiig.pan,  and  queued  so  tightly  to  his  head  that  his  eyes 
and  mouth  generally  stood  ajar,  and  his  eyebrows  were  drawn 
up  to  the  top  of  his  forehead.  It  may  naturally  be  supposed 
that  the  possessor  of  so  goodly  an  appendage  would  resist 
with  abhorrence  on  order  condemning  it  to  the  shears.  On 
hearing  the  general  orders,  he  discharged  a  tempest  of  vet- 
eran, soldier-like  oaths,  and  dunder  ond  blixums— swore  ha 
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would  break  any  man's  head  who  attempted  to  mcddlo  with 
his  tail^-queued  it  stiffer  than  ever,  and  whisked  it  about  the 
garrison  as  fiercely  as  the  tail  of  a  erocodile. 

The  eelskin  queue  of  old  Keldermeoster  became  instantly 
an  afiair  of  the  utmost  importance.  The  commander-in-chief 
was  too  enlightened  an  officer  not  to  perceive  that  the  disci- 
pline of  the  garrison,  the  subordination  and  good  order  of  the 
armies  of  the  Nieuw  Nederlands,  the  consequent  safety  of  the 
whole  province,  and  lUtimately  the  dignity  and  prosperity  of 
their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  General,  imperiously 
demanded  the  docking  of  that  stubborn  queue.  He  decreed, 
therefbre,  that  old  Kcldermeester  should  be  publicly  shorn  of 
his  glories  in  presence  of  the  whole  garrison — the  old  man  ns 
resolutely  stood  on  the  defensive — whereupon  he  was  arrcstcil, 
and  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  niutiny,  desertion,  and  all  the 
other  list  of  offences  noticed  in  the  articles  of  war,  ending  with 
a  **  videlicet,  ip  wearing  an  eelskin  queue,  three  feet  lonj^,  con- 
trary to  orders.**  Then  come  on  arraignments,  and  trials, 
and  pl€*adings ;  and  the  whole  garrison  was  in  a  ferment  about 
this  unfortunate  queue.  As  it  is  well  known  that  the  com- 
mander of  a  frontier  post  has  the  power  of  acting  pretty  much 
af\cr  his  own  will,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  the  vctiTau 
would  have  been  hanged  or  shot  at  least,  had  he  not  luckily 
£ftllen  ill  of  a  fever,  through  mere  chagrin,  and  mortification — 
and  deserted  from  all  earthly  command,  with  his  beloved 
locks  unviolated.  His  obstinacy  remained  unshaken  to  the 
very  last  moment,  when  he  directed  that  he  should  be  carried 
to  his  grave  with  his  eelskin  queue  sticking  out  of  a  hole  in 
bis  oofiin. 

lliifl  magnanimoua  aflair  obtained  the  general  great  credit 
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BOOK  VI. 

CONTAnnNO  THE  SECOND  PART  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  PETER  THE 
HEADSTRONG,  AND  HIS  GALLANT  ACHIEVEMENTS  ON  THE 
DELAWARE. 


CHAPTER  L 

Dl  WHICH  18  IXRIBITED  A  WAKLIKE  PORTRAIT  Or  THK  GREAT  PETER— Or 
THE  WmOT  CONTEST  OP  GENERAL  TAN  POrrKNBDROH  AND  GENERAL 
rUVR,  AND  OP  TBS  MOSQUITO  WAR  ON  THE   DELAWARE. 

HITHERTO,  most  venerable  and  courteous  reader,  have  I 
shown  thee  the  administration  of  the  valorous  Stuy- 
Tesant,  under  the  mild  moonshine  of  peace,  or  rather  the  grim 
tranquillity  of  awful  expectation ;  but  now  the  war  drum 
rumbles  from  afar,  the  brazen  trumpet  brays  its  thrilling 
note,  and  the  rude  crash  of  hostile  arms  speaks  fearful  propho- 
des  of  coming  troubles.  The  gallant  warrior  starts  from  soil 
repose ;  from  golden  visions,  and  voluptuous  ease ;  where  in 
the  dulcet,  ^  piping  time  of  peace,"  he  sought  sweet  solace 
after  all  his  toils.  No  more  in  beauty's  siren  lap  reclined,  ho 
▼eaves  fiur  garlands  for  hb  lady's  brows ;  no  more  entwines 
with  flowers  his  shining  sword,  nor  through  the  livelong  lazy 
sunmer^s  day  chants  forth  his  love-sick  soul  in  madrigals. 
To  maahood  roused,  he  spurns  the  amorous  flute ;  dofls  from 
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his  brawny  back  the  robe  of  peac^  and  clotbo  hk 
linibs  in  panoply  o(  steel.  O'er  his  dark  brow, 
the  myrtle  waved,  where  wanton  rosea  breatbed  «« 
be  Kara  the  beaming  casque  and  nodding  plume 
bright  shield,  and  shakes  the  ponderous  lance; 
with  eager  pride  his  fiery  steed,  and  bums  (urdeeda 
dii\"alry  ! 

But  suft,  worthy  ivader  I  I  would  not  hsT*  jvn  ii 
■ny  prtui  ebeealifr,  thus  hideously  begirt  witk  Ikm 
the  city  of  New  Anisterdani.     This  is  but  m  lottj 
tio  mode,  in  which  we  heroic  writers  alwajs  t 
thereby  to  give  it  a  noble  and  iniposing  aspcd; 
warriors  with   bucklers,  helm^  and    lancts,  t 
outlandish  and  obsolete  weapons,  the  like  of  wl 
they  had  never  sren  or  heard  of;  in  the  same  mai 
cunning  statuary  arr&ys  a  modem  general  or  an 
the  accoutrementi  of  a  C-Esar  or  an  Alexander.    * 
tmth  then  of  all  this  oratorical  flourish  is  this — tfi 
iant  Peter  Stuyvesant  all  of  a  sudden  found  it  m 
scour  his  rusty  blade,  which  too  Ii>ng  had  nist«d  I 
bard,  and  pn-pare  himself  to  undergo  lhii«c  hmti 
war,  ill  which  his  mighty  soul  so  much  delighted. 

Methiiika  I  at  ibis  moment  behold  him  in  my  i 
— ^r  rather,  I  behold  hia  goodly  portrait,  whidl  all 
in  the  family  mansion  of  the  Sluyvi 
terrors  of  a  true  Dutch  general,  llis 
German  blue,  goi^eously  decorated  with  ft  gac^ 
large  brass  buttons,  reaching  fr<»m  his  waistbttttd  i 
the  voluminous  skirts  turned  up  at  the  ooTTum  and 
gultantly  behind,  so  as  to  display  tbo  s«at  of  ftj 
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brimstone-colored  trunk-breeches — a  graceful  style 
'▼alent  among  the  warriors  of  our  day,  and  which  is 
rmity  to  the  custom  of  ancient  heroes,  who  scorned 
d  themselves  in  rear.  His  face  rendered  exceeding 
and  warlike  by  a  pair  of  black  mustachios ;  his  hair 
I  out  on  each  side  in  stiffly-pomatumed  ear-locks,  and 
ng  in  a  rat-tail  queue  below  his  waist ;  a  shining  stock 

leather  supporting  his  chin,  and  a  little  but  fierce 
lat,  stuck  with  a  gallant  and  fiery  air  over  his  lefl  eye. 
IS  the  chivalric  port  of  Peter  the  Headstrong;  and 
)  made  a  sudden  halt,  planted  himself  firmly  on  his 
)porter,  with  his  wooden  leg  inlaid  with  silver  a  little 
ce,  in  order  to  strengthen  his  position,  his  right  hand 
:  a  gold-headed  cane,  his  lefl  resting  upon  the  pummel 
word,  his  head  dressing  spiritedly  to  the  right,  with  a 
palling  and  hard-favored  frown  upon  his  brow — ^he 
d  altogether  one  of  the  most  commanding,  bitter-look- 
soldier-like  figures  that  ever  strutted  upon  canvas. — 
we  now  to  inquire  the  cause  of  this  warlike  prepara- 

e  preceding  chapter  we  have  spoken  of  the  founding 

Casimir,  and  of  the  merciless  warfare  waged  by  its 

iler  upon   cabbages,  sunflowers  and  pumpkins,  for 

better  occasion  to  flesh  his  sword.     Now  it  came  to 

,  higher  up  the  Delaware,  at  hv-  strong-hold  of  Tinne- 

dded  one  Jan  Printz,  who  styled  himself  Governor 

Sweden.    If  history  belie  not  this  redoubtable  Swede, 

rival  worthy  of  the  windy  and  inflated  commander  of 

imir,  for  master  David  Pieterzen  de  Vrie,  in  his  ex- 

yok  of  voyages,  describes  him  as  "  weighing  upwards 
14* 
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of  four  liiiuilred  [wundB,"  n  huge  fiH-deraiiii  I'owsoriti  prnpor- 
lion,  tnking  three  piiUitions  p<>ltlc-dwp  nt  every  meal.  He 
had  a  giirrison  nflcr  hia  c>wii  hcnrt  at  Tlnni'konk,  giuueling, 
di?<>p-d  rill  king  swnshbucfcl*™  w*"'  "iiiiJi;  thu  wild  wuoda  ring 
with  thoir  carousals. 

No  sooner  did  this  r  comtnander  hear  of  the 

erection  of  Fort  Casimir,  wiit  ft  message  to  Van 

Ponvntiurgh,  vrnmtng  him  luitl,  an  being  within  tho 

bounds  of  bin  jurisdiction. 

To  this  General  Vm  jh  rcpli«l  thnt  tho  land 

bel'infiei]  to  tlii-ir  Ilijih  Mightinpsscs',  having  bcon  rof;iilarTy 
purchased  of  the  natives,  as  discoverers  from  the  Man- 
hattocs,  as  witness  tho  breeches  of  their  land  measurer  Tun 
Broeck. 

To  this  tbc  governor  rejoined  that  the  land  had  previously 
been  sold  by  the  Indians  to  the  Swedes,  and  consequently  was 
under  the  petticoat  government  of  her  Swedish  majesty, 
Christina ;  and  woo  be  to  any  mortal  that  wore  breeches  "who 
should  dare  to  meddle  even  with  tho  hem  of  her  aacrcd  gar- 

I  forbear  to  dilate  upon  tho  war  of  words  which  was  kept 
np  for  some  time  by  these  windy  commanders  ;  Van  Poffen- 
burgh,  however,  had  served  under  William  the  Testy,  and 
was  a  veteran  in  this  kindof  warfiire.  Governor  Printz,  find- 
ing ho  was  not  to  be  dislodgi-d  by  these  long  shots,  now  do- 
torniined  upon  coming  to  closer  quarters.  Accordingly,  ho 
descended  the  river  in  great  force  and  fume,  and  erected  & 
rival  fortress  just  one  Swedish  mile  below  Fort  Cosimir,  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  Ilelsenburg. 

And  now  commenced  a  tremendous  rivalry  between  these 
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two  doughty  commanders ;  striving  to  outstrut  and  oiitswell 
each  other  like  a  couple  of  belligerent  turkeycocks.  There 
was  a  contest  who  should  run  up  the  tallest  flag-stafT  and  dis- 
play the  broadest  flag ;  all  day  long  there  was  a  furious  roll- 
ing of  drums  and  twanging  of  trumpets  in  either  fortress,  and, 
whichever  had  the  wind  in  its  favor,  would  keep  up  a  contin- 
ual firing  of  cannon,  to  taunt  its  antagonist  with  the  smell  of 
gunpowder. 

On  all  these  points  of  windy  warfare  the  antagonists 
were  well  matched ;  but  so  it  happened  that  the  Swedish 
fortress  being  lower  down  the  river,  all  the  Dutch  vessels 
bound  to  Fort  Casimir  with  supplies,  had  to  pass  it.  Gov- 
ernor Printz  at  once  took  advantage  of  this  eircumstanoe,  and 
C(»nipelled  them  to  lower  their  flags  as  they  passed  under  the 
guns  of  his  battery. 

This  was  a  deadly  wound  to  the  Dutch  pride  of  General 
Van  PoflTenbui^h,  and  sorely  would  he  swell  when  from  the 
ramparts  of  Fort  Casimir  he  beheld  the  flag  of  their  High 
Mightinesses  struck  to  the  rival  fortress.  To  heighten  his 
vcscation.  Governor  Printz,  who,  as  has  been  8ho\\Ti,  was  a 
huge  trencherman,  took  the  liberty  of  having  the  first  rum 
mage  of  every  Dutch  merchant-ship,  and  securing  to  himsK^lf 
and  his  guzzling  garrison  all  the  little  round  Dutch  chcosos, 
all  the  Dutch  herrings,  the  gingerbread,  the  swoatmeata,  the 
curious  stone  jugs  of  gin,  and  all  the  other  Dutch  luxuries,  on 
their  way  for  the  solace  of  Fort  Casimir.  It  is  possible  he 
may  have  paid  to  the  Dutch  skippers  the  full  value  of  their 
commodities,  but  what  consolation  was  this  to  Jacobus  Van 
Poffimburgh  and  his  garrison,  who  thus  foimd  their  favorite 
mipplies  cut  off,  and  diverted  into  the  larders  of  the  hostile 


8S4  msTuicv  or  new  tore. 

otmp  t  For  8omo  time  this  war  of  tho  aipboftnl  was  carriM 
<m  to  thts  great  ftstivUy  aiid  jollilicattuD  of  the  Swedes,  whila 
the  Warriors  of  Fort  CuEiniir  found  tbetr  heArts,  or  rather 
thdr  Btomachs,  daily  fiiUiiiB  thorn.  At  length  the  summer 
.  hetH»  and  sumnn'r  Bhowurti  i  id  now,  lo  and  behold, 

•  gre&t  miracle  was  wrought  elief  of  the  Noderlands, 

not  ft  little  resembling  on  agues  of  Egypt ;  for  it 

came  to  pass  Uiut  a  great  i'^  noaquitos  arose  out  of 

the  marshy  borders  of  tlu  lettlcd  upon  the  fortress 

of  Helaenbui^,  t)cing,  doubt  cted  by  the  scent  of  the 

fresh  blood  of  these  Swedish  gin  miuidizors.  Nay,  it  is  said 
that  the  body  of  Jan  Prints  alone,  which  was  as  big  and  as 
full  of  blood  as  that  of  a  prize  ox,  was  sufficient  to  attract  the 
mosquitos  from  every  part  of  the  country.  For  some  time 
the  garrison  endeavored  to  hold  out,  but  it  was  all  in  vain ; 
the  mosquitos  penetrated  into  every  chink  and  crevice,  and 
gnvo  them  no  rest  day  nor  night ;  and  as  to  Governor  Jan 
Printz,  he  moved  about  as  in  a  cloud,  with  mosquito  niusic 
in  his  ears,  and  mosquito  stings  to  the  very  end  of  his  nose. 
Finally  the  garrison  was  fairly  driven  out  of  the  fortress,  and 
obliged  to  retreat  to  Tinnokonk ;  nay,  it  is  said  that  the  nuts- 
quitos  followed  Jan  Printi  even  thither,  and  absolutely  drove 
him  out  of  the  country  ;  certain  it  is,  he  embarked  for  Swe- 
den shortly  afterwards,  and  Jan  Claudius  Kisingh  was  sent 
to  govern  New  Sweden  in  his  stead. 

Such  was  the  fainoua  mosquito  war  on  the  Delaware,  of 
which  General  Van  Poffcnbut^h  would  fain  have  been  tho 
hero  ;  but  the  devout  people  of  the  Nieuw  Nederlanda  always 
ascribed  the  discomfiture  of  the  Swedes  to  the  miraculous  in- 
tervention of  St.  Nicholas.     As  to  the  fortress  of  llelsenbui^, 
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it  fell  to  ruiiiy  but  the  story  of  its  strange  destruction  was 
perpetuated  by  the  Swedish  name  of  Myggcn-borg,  that  is  to 
say.  Mosquito  Castle.* 

*  AcreHos*  History  N.  Sweden.  For  some  notice  of  this  miraculous 
discomfiture  of  the  Swedes,  See  N.  Y.  Uis.  CoL,  new  scries,  toI.  1, 
p.4l± 


or  JAX  Bieixan,  nia  aiuTL  ,iin  nurrr  Dims ;  asd  of  tbx 

TAN  CLAUDIUS  RISINGH,  who  succeeded  to  tlie  com. 
"  ntaiid  of  New  Sweden,  looms  largely  in  ancient  reeords 
Bs  a  gigantic  Swede,  who,  had  he  not  been  rather  knoek-knced 
and  splay-footed,  might  have  served  for  the  model  of  a  Sam- 
son or  a  Hercules.  lie  was  no  less  rapacious  than  mighty, 
and,  withal,  as  erany  as  ho  was  rapacious,  so  that  thcru  is 
very  little  doubt  that,  had  he  lived  some  four  or  five  centuries 
sitiee,  he  would  have  figured  aa  one  of  those  wicked  giants, 
who  took  a  cruel  pleasure  in  pocketing  beautiful  princesses 
and  distressed  damsels,  when  gadding  about  the  wtirld,  and 
locking  them  up  in  enchanted  castles,  without  a  toilet,  a 
change  of  linen,  or  any  other  convenience. — In  consequence  of 
which  enormities  they  fell  under  the  high  displeasure  of  chival- 
ry, and  all  true,  loyal,  and  gallant  knights  were  instructed  to 
attack  and  slay  outright  any  miscreant  they  might  happen  to 
find  above  six  feet  high  ;  which  is  doubtless  one  reacon  why 
the  race  o(  large  men  is  nearly  extinct,  and  the  generations  of 
latter  ages  are  so  exceedingly  small. 

Governor  Risingh,  notwithstanding  Ids  {pantly  condition, 
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was,  as  I  havo  hinted,  a  man  of  crafL  He  was  not  a  man  to 
ruffle  the  vanity  of  General  Van  Poffenburgh,  or  to  rub  his 
8elf-<*onocit  against  the  grain.  On  the  contrary,  as  he  sailed 
up  the  Delaware,  he  paused  before  Fort  Casimir,  displayed 
his  flag  and  fired  a  royal  salute  before  dropping  anchor.  The 
salute  would  doubtless  have  been  returned,  had  not  the  guns 
been  dismounted ;  as  it  was,  a  veteran  sentinel,  who  had  been 
napping  at  his  post,  and  had  suffered  his  mateh  to  go  out, 
returned  the  compliment  by  discharging  his  musket  with  the 
spark  of  a  pipe  borrowed  from  a  comrade.  Governor  Kisingh 
accepted  this  as  a  courteous  reply,  and  treated  the  fortress  to 
a  second  salute ;  well  knowing  its  commander  was  apt  to  be 
mar\'ellously  delighted  with  these  little  ceremonials,  considering 
them  so  many  actd  of  homage  paid  to  his  greatness.  He  then 
prepared  to  land  with  a  military  retinue  of  thirty  men,  a  pro- 
digious pageant  in  the  wilderness. 

And  now  took  place  a  terrible  rummage  and  racket  in 

Fort  Qisimir,  to  receive  such  a  vbitor  in  proper  style,  and  to 

make  an  imposing  appearance.     The  main  guard  was  turned 

out  as  soon  as  possible,  equipped  to  the  best  advantage  in  the 

few  suits  of  regimentels,  which  had  to  do  duty  by  turns  with 

the  whole  garrison.     One  tall,  lank  fellow  appeared  in  a  little 

man's  coat,  with  the  buttons  between  his  shoulders ;  the  skirts 

Karoe  covering  his  bottom ;  his  hands  hanging  like  spades  out 

of  the  sleeves ;  and  the  coat  linked  in  front  by  worsted  loops 

made  out  of  a  pair  of  red  garters.     Another  hod  a  cocked  hat 

•tuck  on  the  back  of  his  head,  and  decorated  with  a  bunch  of 

oock^B tails;  a  third  had  a  pair  of  rusty  gaiters  hanging  about 

fci«  heels — ^whilo  a  fourth,  a  little  duck-logged  fellow,  was 

•^nipped  in  a  pair  of  the  general's  cast-ofi*  breeches,  which  he 
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held  up  with  one  hand  white  he  grasped  hb  fin-lock  vilk  ib 
Other.  The  rest  were  accoutred  tu  Rinilsr  style,  exveft  ihw 
ragumutllns  without  shirts,  and  with  but  a  pair  nnil  a  iaii'i 
Lreeehea  between  lliem,  M-hereforo  they  were  sent  to  ttc  ll»4 
hulc,  to  keep  them  out  of  iight,  that  they  might  not  ^'affim 
the  fortress. 

lib  men  hcing  thus  gallantly  arrayed — those  who  WtJ 
muskets  shouldEring   spades  and   picka-xes,  and  viivj 
being  ordered  to  tuck  in  his  shirt-tnll  and  pull  up  his 
General  Van  Pufienbui^h  first  took  a  sturdy  draught  of 
iug  ale,  which,  like  the  magnanimoiia  Mure  of  31i 
was  his  ini-ariable  practico  on  all  great  occasions ;  lUa 
he  put  himself  at  their  head,  and  issued  forth  from 
like  a  mighty  giant,  just  refreshed  with  wine.     Bu 
two  heroes  met,  then  began  a  scene  of  wiirlike  pu>d>j 
beggars  all  description.     The  shrewd  Risingh,  who  1 
gray  much  before  his  time,  in  consequence  of  hU 
Baw  at  one  glance  the  ruling  passion  of  the  great  Van 
butvh,  and  humored  him  in  all  his  yalorous  fonUtsiM. 

Tlieir  detachments  were  accordingly  drawn  op  in 
each  other ;  they  carried  arms  and  ihey  presentfd  arms; 
gave  the  Btnndmg  salute  and  the  passing  salute ;  llwT 
their  drums,  Ihey  flourished  their  fifes,  and  Ihey  w 
colors  ;  they  faced  to  the  lefl,  and  they  fiioed  to  thv 
they  fac«d  to  the  right  about ;  they  wheeled  furward,i 
wheeled    backward,  and  they  wheeled  into  ecAtBon. 

■  " u  soon  *B  he  re«e. 

To  iDBke  him  strong  ui<I  migbtj. 
He  dranli  Iit  the  Isle,  six  p«t«  of  kl«^ 
And  ■  quart  of  aiiu*  rit«." 
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imdied  and  they  countermarched,  by  grand  divisions,  by 
t^ljie  divisions^  and  by  subdivisions ;  by  platoons,  by  sections, 
Hd  by  files ;  in  quick  time,  in  slow  time,  and  in  no  time  at 
D I  for,  having  gone  through  all  the  evolutions  of  two  great 
UnieB,  including  the  eighteen  manoeuvres  of  Dundas ;  having 
dbtosted  all  they  could  recollect  or  imagine  of  military  tactics, 
Uuding  sundry  strange  and  irregular  evolutions,  the  like  of 
tefa  were  never  seen  before  nor  since,  excepting  among 
Main  of  our  newly-raised  militia,  the  two  commanders  and 
liir  respective  troops  came  at  length  to  a  dead  halt,  completely 
dbusted  by  the  toils  of  war.  Never  did  two  valiant  train- 
W  captains,  or  two  buskined  theatric  heroes,  in  the  re- 
^fviied  tragedies  of  Pizarro,  Tom  Thumb,  or  any  other  heroical 
li  fighting  tragedy,  marshal  their  gallows-looking,  duck- 
llpd,  heavy-heeled  myrmidons  with  more  glory  and  self- 
Iniration. 

t  These  military  compliments  being  finished,  General  Van 
Uenburgh  escorted  his  illustrious  visitor,  with  great  cere- 
|poy,  into  the  fort ;  attended  him  throughout  the  fortifica- 
;  showed  him  the  horn-works,  crown-works,  half-moons, 
various  other  outworks,  or  rather  the  places  were  they 
to  be  erected,  and  where  they  might  be  erected  if  he 
;  plainly  demonstrating  that  it  was  a  place  of  ''  great 
flity,"  and  though  at  present  but  a  little  redoubt,  yet 
it  was  evidently  a  formidable  fortress,  in  embryo.  Tliis 
ey  over,  he  next  had  the  whole  garrison  put  under  arms, 
,  and  reviewed ;  and  concluded  by  ordering  the  three 
ell  birds  to  be  hauled  out  of  the  black  hole,  brought  up 
'fte  halberds,  and  soundly  flogged,  for  the  amusement  of  his 
kor  and  to  convince  him  that  he  was  a  great  disciplinarian. 
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The  canning  Hisiiigli,  while  lie  preU>ni]ed  to  lio  stnictc 
dumb  outright  with  Uic  puLimiuice  of  tho  great  Von  PolTcn- 
burgh,  luuk  siiciit  note  o(  the  im"otiipeli'JM)y  of  liia  parrisiin, 
of  whicJi  hii  giivu  a  ■■■=-'■  •-  *•"  '-usiy  followt^n,  who  tjppt^d 
each  otluT  tli«  wink,  J   most  ubatrupt-TUXiBly — iu 

their  ilccves. 

The  inspection,  l  ■££■"£  l>eing  coneludcJ,  the 

party  k'jjifumcd   to  fur  among  his  other  grval 

qualities,  thu  general  bly  nddictiid  lo  huge  carou- 

aals,  and  In  one  afWn  ign  vonlil  leave  more  dead 

men  on  th.-  fiul^i  thun  ho  pvct  .lid  in  the  wholt-  cmirse  <.f  his 
military  caroer.  Many  bulletins  of  these  bloitdloss  victories 
do  still  remain  on  rceord  ;  and  thu  whole  province  was  once 
thrown  in  amaze  hy  the  retitrn  of  one  of  his  campni^ns ; 
wherein  it  was  stated,  that  though,  like  Captain  Bol.a.iil,  ho 
had  only  twenty  mcii  to  liafk  him,  yet  in  the  shoi-t  space  of 
six  months  ho  had  conquered  and  utterly  annihilated  sixty 
oxen,  ninety  hogs,  one  hundred  sheep,  ten  thousand  cabl)nges, 
one  thousand  bushels  of  potatoes,  one  hundred  and  ddy  kilder- 
liins  of  small  beer,  two  thousand  seven  himdred  and  thirty-five 
pipes,  seventy -eight  pounds  of  sugar-plums,  and  forty  bars  of 
iron,  besides  simJry  small  meats,  game,  poultry,  and  garden- 
stuif: — an  achievement  unparalleled  since  the  days  of  Panta- 
gruel  and  his  all-devouring  army,  and  which  showed  that  it 
w:i3  only  necessary  to  let  Van  Poficnburgh  and  his  garrison 
loose  in  an  enemy's  country,  and  in  a  little  while  they  would 
breed  a  famine,  and  star%'c  all  the  inhabitants. 

No  sooner,  therefore,  had  the  gonenj  rcecivod  intimation 
of  the  visit  of  Governor  liisingh,  than  he  ordered  a  great  din- 
ner to  be  prepared ;  and  privately  sent  out  a  detachment  of 
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bis  most  experienced  veterans,  to  rob  all  the  hen-roosts  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  lay  the  pigsties  under  contribution ; — 
ft  service  which  they  discharged  with  such  zeal  and  prompti- 
tude, that  the  garrison  table  groaned  under  the  weight  of  their 
spoils. 

I  wish,  with  all  my  heart,  my  readers  could  see  the  valiant 
Van  Poffenburgh,  as  he  presided  at  the  head  of  the  banquet ; 
it  was  a  sight  worth  beholding  : — there  he  sat,  in  his  greatest 
glory,  surrounded  by  his  soldiers,  like  that  famous  wine-bib- 
ber, Alexander,  whose  thirsty  virtues  he  did  most  ably  imitate 
— ^telling  astonishing  stories  of  his  hair-breadth  adventures 
and  heroic  exploits ;  at  which,  though  all  his  auditors  knew 
them  to  be  incontinent  lies  and  outrageous  gasconadoes,  yet 
did  they  cast  up  their  eyes  in  admiration,  and  utter  many  in. 
iefjections  of  astonishment.     Nor  could  the  general  pronounce 
any  tlung  that  bore  the  remotest  resemblance  to  a  joke,  but 
the  stoat  Risingh  would  strike  his  branny  fist  upon  the  table 
till  every  glass  rattled  again,  throw  himself  back  in  the  chair, 
utter  gigantic  peals  of  laughter,  and  swear  most  horribly  it 
was  the  best  joke  he  ever  heard  in  his  life. — ^Tlius  all  was  rout 
and  revelrv  and  hideous  carousal  within  Fort  Casimir,  and  so 
lustily  did  Van  PofTenburgh  ply  the  bottle,  that  in  less  than 
four  short  hours  he  made  himself  and  his  whole  garrison,  who 
all  sedulously   emulated   the  deeds  of  their  chieflain,  dead 
drunk,  with  singing  songs,  quafTmg  bumpers,  and  drinking 
patriotic  toasts,  none  of  which  but  was  as  long  as  a  Welsh 
pedigree  or  a  plea  in  chancery. 

No  sooner  did  things  come  to  this  pass,  than  Risingh  and 
hi»  Swedes,  who  had  cunningly  kept  themselves  sober,  rose 
on  their  entertainers,  tied  them  neck  and  heels,  and  took  for- 
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mal  possession  of  the  fort,  nttd  bU  ita  dcpendenclta.  In  tit 
namo  of  Queen  Christina  of  Sweden ;  adminisUring  at  Uif 
same  time  on  oath  of  allegiance  to  all  the  Dut^h  ■ohlit^s  fin 
could  be  mode  Hobcr  enough  Ui  swallow  it.     Rising)]  thra  pA 
the  fortification  in  order,  appointed  his  discreet  and  ri^ilut 
friend  Sucn  Schote,  otherwise  called  Skylte,  a  tall,  vind-dnsi,  I 
watcr^drinking  Swede,  to  the  command,  and  departei],  iMMf  I 
with  him  this  truly  amiable  garrison  and  its  pubatnt  o 
mander ;  who,  when  brought  to  liimeelf  by  a  sound  dnibbu^  I 
bore  no  little  resemblance  to  a  *'  deboelied  fish,"  a 
8ea-monstcr,  caught  upon  dry  land. 

The  transportation  of  the  garrison  was  done  to  i 
the  transmission  of  intelligence  to  New  Amstenbra; 
much  OS  the  cunning  Risingh  exulted  in  his  stratagem,  v** I 
he  dread  the  vengeance  of  the  sturdy  Peter  StuyTc 
whose  name  spread  as  much  terror  in  the  neighborfauoilM 
whilnm  that  of  the  unconquerable  Scaitderbeg  among 
scurvy  enemies  the  Turks. 


CHAPTER  nL 

mow  mo  BOW  PBOFOUND  SKCRKTB  ABK  often  DROUGIIT  to  light  ;  WITH 
THK  PKOCKEDIMOS  OV  PKTEB  THE  HEADSTRONG  WHEN  UE  HEARD  OV 
THE  MISFORTUNES  OF  GENERAL  TAN   POFFENBURGH. 

XT7TT0EVER  first  described  common  fame,  or  rumor,  as 
»  *  belonging  to  the  sagcr  sex,  was  a  very  owl  for  shrewd- 
ness. She  has  in  truth  certain  feminine  qualities  to  an  aston- 
ishing degree;  particularly  that  benevolent  anxiety  to  take 
care  of  the  affairs  of  others,  which  keeps  her  continually  hunt- 
ing after  secrets,  and  gadding  about  proclaiming  them. 
Whatever  is  done  openly  and  in  the  face  of  the  world,  she 
takes  but  transient  notice  of;  but  whenever  a  transaction  is 
done  in  a  comer,  and  attempted  to  be  shrouded  in  mystery, 
then  her  goddess-ship  is  at  her  wits'  end  to  find  it  out,  and 
takes  a  most  mischievous  and  lady-like  pleasure  in  publivshing 
it  to  the  world. 

It  is  this  truly  feminine  propensity  which  induces  her  con- 
tinually to  be  prying  into  the  cabinets  of  princes,  listening  at 
the  key-holes  of  senate-chambers,  and  peering  through  chinks 
and  crannies,  when  our  worthy  congress  arc  sitting  with 
closed  doors,  deliberating  between  a  dozen  excellent  modes 
of  ruining  the  nation.  It  is  tlfis  which  makes  hor  so  baneful 
to  all  wary  statesmen  and  intriguing  commanders — such  a 
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betrmying  tbein  by  m.mui  utid  instnimi- 
have  been  thontiht  of  b>  any  but  a  fent 
TlniB  It  WLs  iu  llie  eix.?  of  iho  aflfiiir 
doabt  the  cuiiinii;;  IIU'iDgn 
garriaon,  he  slionlil  for  a  lo 

1 

mil  suci-ot  expeditions ;          H 
titu  whivh  wover  would           f 
»le  head. 

of  Fort  Cn«imir.     No 
tbat,  by  nocuring  tho 
vant  the  history  of  iU 
Uaat  Sluy  vewmt ;  but 
<<n  he  leul  cxpoct«d ; 
1  eviT  have  busikvIcO 
loiithed  di-ity. 
lkiT),ttkiml(.fImngur. 

&ta  from  readiiii};  the  ea 
his  exploit  m-.  Uown  to  too 
and  by  one  of  iIil'  liMt  t>p 

Ibi.  was .)!,. 

■  Dirk  Sfhii 

led  to  belong  to  nolxNly,  aiid  in 
a  nmnncr  to  be  sclf-uutluwcd.  IIg  was  imvof  tlio^  vagabond 
cosmopolites  who  shark  about  the  world,  as  if  they  hud  no 
right  or  business  in  it,  and  who  infost  iho  skirts  of  society 
like  poachers  and  interlopers.  Every  garriaon  and  country 
village  has  one  or  more  scape-goats  of  this  kind,  whose  life 
is  a  kind  of  cnigmn,  whoso  existence  is  without  motive,  who 
comes  from  the  Lord  knows  where,  who  lives  the  Lord  knows 
how,  and  who  seems  created  for  no  other  earthly  purpose  but 
to  keep  up  the  ancient  and  hononiblc  order  of  idleness.  Hiis 
vagrant  philosopher  was  supposed  to  have  some  Indian  blood 
ill  his  veins,  which  was  manifested  by  a  certain  Indian  com- 
plexion and  cast  of  countenance  ;  but  more  especially  by  his 
propensities  and  habits.  He  was  a  tall,  lank  fellow,  swift  of 
foot,  and  long-windcd.  He  was  generally  equipped  in  a  half 
Lidian  dress,  with  belt,  leggings,  and  moccasons.  His  hair 
hi[ng  in  straight  gal  lows-locks  about  his  cars,  and  added  not 
a  little  to  his  sharking  demeanor.  It  is  an  old  remark,  that 
persons  of  Indian  mixture  ara  half  civilized,  half  savage,  and 
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half  dcTil — a  third  half  being  provided  for  their  particular  con- 
venience. It  is  for  similar  reasons,  and  probably  with  equal 
truth,  that  the  backwoodsmen  of  Kentucky  arc  styled  half 
man,  half  horse,  and  half  alligator,  by  the  settlers  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  held  accordingly  in  great  respect  and  abhorrence. 
The  above  character  may  have  presented  itself  to  the  gar- 
rison as  applicable  to  Dirk  Schuiler,  whom  they  familiarly 
dubbed  Gallows  Dirk.  Certain  it  is,  he  acknowledged  alle- 
giance to  no  one — ^was  an  utter  enemy  to  work,  holding  it  in 
no  manner  of  estimation — ^but  lounging  about  the  fort,  depend- 
ing upon  chance  for  a  subsistence,  getthig  drunk  whenever  he 
could  get  liquor,  and  stealing  whatever  he  could  lay  Lis  hands 
on.  Every  day  or  two  he  was  sure  to  get  a  sound  rib-roast- 
ing  for  some  of  his  misdemeanors ;  which,  however,  as  it 
broke  no  bones,  he  made  very  light  of,  and  scrupled  not  to 
repeat  the  offence  whenever  another  opportunity  presented. 
Sometimes,  in  consequence  of  some  flagrant  villany,  he  would 
abscond  from  the  garrison,  and  be  absent  for  a  month  at  a 
time ;  skulking  about  the  woods  and  swamps,  with  a  long 
fowling-piece  on  his  shquder,  lying  in  ambush  for  game — or 
squatting  himself  down  on  the  edge  of  a  pond  catching  fish 
for  hours  together,  and  bearing  no  little  resemblance  to  that 
notable  bird  of  the  crane  family,  ycleped  the  Mudpokc. 
When  he  thought  his  crimes  had  been  forgotten  or  forgiven, 
he  would  sneak  back  to  the  fort  with  a  bundle  of  skins,  or  a 
load  of  poultry,  which,  perchance,  he  had  stolen,  and  would 
exchange  them  for  liquor,  with  which  having  well  soaked  his 
carcass,  he  would  lie  in  the  sun  and  enjoy  all  the  luxurious  indo- 
lence of  that  swinish  philosopher  Diogenes.  He  was  the  ter- 
ror of  all  the  fiurm-yardfl  in  the  country,  into  wliich  he  made 
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feiu-ful  inroads ;  mid  a<:imutlmai  he  would  mako  his  audden 
^^iciinuuK  in  thi^  gorrUon  at  day-break,  with  tlta  whole  n^b- 
borhniod  Hi  his  hci/ls ;  like  the  scuutidri:!  thiL-f  of  a  fox,  dutect 
ed  in  his  inar&udings  and  hunted  to  his  hole  Such  was  this 
Dirk  SchuiliT  ;  aud  from  1  lilfoivncc  bo  showed  to 

the  world  and  its  ctinierns,  is  truly  Indian  stoicism 

and  taoltuniity,  nu  ono  wou  e  dreamt  that  ho  would 

have  been  the  publishi-r  of  tht  -y  of  lUalngL 

Whi>n  the  carousal  w  rhicb  ytoviA  eo  &tal  to 

the  bravo  Poirunburgh  ana  1  garrison.  Dirk  skulk- 

ed about  from  room  to  room,  i  kind  of  privil^ed  v^ 

granl,  or  uat'loss  h'jund,  whom  nobody  aolii.'ii'l  Rut  thrnigb 
a  fellow  of  few  words,  yet,  like  your  taciturn  people,  his  eyes 
and  ears  were  always  open,  aiid  in  the  course  of  his  prowlings 
he  overheard  the  whole  plot  of  the  Swedes.  Dirk  immedi- 
ately settled  in  his  own  mind  how  he  should  turn  the  matter 
to  his  own  advantogtj.  lie  played  the  perfect  jack-of-buth- 
sides — that  is  to  say,  he  made  a  prize  of  every  thing  that  came 
in  his  reach,  robbed  both  parties,  stuck  the  copper-bound 
cocked  hat  of  the  puissont  Van  PofTcnburgh  on  his  head, 
whipped  a  huge  pair  of  Risingh's  jock-boots  under  his  arms, 
and  took  to  his  heels,  just  before  the  catastrophe  and  confusion 
at  the  garrison. 

Finding  himself  completely  dislodged  from  his  haunt  in 
this  quarter,  ho  directed  his  flight  towards  hia  native  place, 
New  Amsterdam,  whence  he  had  formerly  been  obliged  to 
abscond  precipitately,  in  consequence  of  misfortune  in  busi- 
ness— that  is  to  say,  having  been  detected  in  the  act  of  sheep- 
Etcnling.  After  wondering  many  days  in  the  woods,  toiling 
throuijh  swamps,  fording  brooks,  swimming  various  rivers, 
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mnd  encountering  a  world  of  hardships  that  would  have  killed 
any  other  being  but  an  Indian,  a  backwoodsman,  or  the  devil, 
he  at  length  arrived,  half-famished,  and  lank  as  a  starved 
weasel,  at  Communipaw,  where  he  stole  a  canoe,  and  })addlcd 
over  to  New  Amsterdam.  Immediately  on  landing,  he  re- 
paired to  Grovemor  Stuyvesant,  nnd  in  more  words  than  he 
had  ever  spoken  before  in  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  gave 
an  account  of  the  disastrous  affair. 

On  receiving  these  direful  tidings,  the  valiant  Peter  started 
from  his  seat— dashed  the  pipe  he  was  smoking  against  the 
back  of  the  ehimpey — thrust  a  prodigious  quid  of  tobacco 
into  his  left  cheek — ^pulled  up  his  galligaskins,  and  strode  up 
and  down  the  room,  humming,  as  was  customary  with  him 
when  in  a  passion,  a  hideous  northwest  ditty.     But,  as  I  have 
before  sho^n-n,  ho  was  not  a  man  to  vent  his  spleen  in  idle  va- 
poring.    Ills  first  measure,  after  the  paroxysm  of  wrath  had 
sultsided,  was   to  stump   up-stairs  to  a  huge  wooden  chest, 
which  served  as  his  armory,  from  whence  he  drew  forth  that 
identical  suit  of  regimentals  described  in  the  preceding  chap- 
ter.    In  these  portentous  habiliments  ho  arrayed  himself,  like 
Achilles  in  the  armor  of  Vulcan,  maintaining  all  the  while  an 
appalling  silence,  knitting  his  brows,  and  drawing  his  breath 
through  his  clenched  teeth.     Being  hastily  equipped,  he  strode 
diiwn  into  the  parlor  and  jerked  down  his  trusty  sword  froni 
over  the  fireplace,  where  it  was  usually  suspended ;  but  before 
he  girded  it  on  his  thigh,  ho  drew  it  from  its  scabbard,  and  as 
Hi  eye  coursed  along  tho  rusty  blade,  a  gfim  smile  str>lc  over 
his   iron  visage — ^it  was  the  first  smile  that  had  visited  liis 
oountcnonce  for  five  long  weeks ;  but  every  one  who  bchekl  it 
propbeaied  that  there  would  soon  bo  warm  work  in  the  province ! 
15 
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Thua  armci  at  ull  points,  with  griRly  war  drpSctod 
feature,  hia  very  odcIcimI  luU  assuming  on  air  of 
lituicc,  he  instantly  put  iiimaclf  upon  tho  alert,  and  despatclic*] 
Antony  Vtui  Corlcar  hither  and  thitliLT,  this  way  and  that 
way,  through  all  the  m    " "  and  crooked  Ionics  of  tho 

city,  sBmnmning  by  sou  pot  hU  trusty  peers  to  as- 

Bvmlile  in  instant  coum  me,  by  way  of  expediting 

matters,  according  to  I  of  people  in  a  hurry,  ho 

ki-pt  in  continual  bust  <m  ctialr  to  chair,  popping 

liis  hi;ad  out  of  every  ^  stumping  up  and  duwu 

Btairs  with  his  wooden  \eq  risk  and  incessant  motioi^^V 

that,  as  we  arc  int^irmod  by  an  authentic  historian  of  tho 
times,  the  continual  clatter  bore  no  small  rcsombloiicc  to  '.ho 
music  of  a  cooper  hooping  a  flour-barrcl. 

A  summons  so  peremptory,  and  from  a  man  of  ihc  gov- 
ernor's mettle,  was  not  to  bo  trifled  with ;  the  sages  forthwith 
repaired  to  the  council -chamber,  seated  themselves  with  the 
utmost  tranquillity,  and  lighting  their  long  pii>cs,  gnzed  with 
unniHlod  composure  on  his  excellency  and  his  regimentals; 
being,  as  all  counsellors  should  b.;,  not  easily  flustered,  nor 
taken  by  surprise.  The  governor,  looking  around  for  a  mo- 
ment with  a  lofty  and  soldier-liko  air,  and  resting  one  hand  on 
tho  pommel  of  his  sword,  and  flinging  the  other  forth  in  a  free 
and  spirited  manner,  addressed  them  in  a  short  but  soul-stir. 
ring  harangue. 

1  am  ejitremely  sorry  that  I  have  not  the  advantages  of 
Livy,  Thtioydides,  flutarch,  and  others  of  my  predecessors, 
who  were  furnished,  as  I  am  told,  with  the  speeches  of  all 
their  heroes,  taken  down  in  short  hand  by  the  most  accurate 
stenographers  of  the  time ;  whereby  they  were  enabled  won- 
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derfully  to  enrich  their  histories,  and  delight  their  readers 
with  sublime  strains  of  eloquence.  Not  having  such  imp<.)r- 
tant  auxiliaries,  I  cannot  possibly  pronounce  what  was  the 
tenor  of  Crovemor  Stuy vesant's  specsch.  I  am  bold,  however, 
to  say,  from  the  tenor  of  his  character,  that  ho  did  not  wrap 
his  nigged  subject  in  sillis  and  ermines,  and  other  sickly  trick- 
eries of  phrase ;  but  spoke  forth  like  a  man  of  nerve  and 
rigor,  who  scorned  to  shrink  in  words  from  those  dangers 
which  he  stood  ready  to  encounter  in  very  deed.  This  much 
is  certain,  that  he  concluded  by  announcing  his  determination 
to  lead  on  his  troops  in  person,  and  rout  these  costard-monger 
Swedes  from  their  usurped  quarters  at  Fort  Casimir.  Tf)  this 
hardy  resolution,  such  of  his  council  as  were  awake  gave  their 
usual  signal  of  concurrence ;  and  as  to  the  rest,  who  had  fallen 
asleep  about  the  middle  of  the  harangue  (their  *'  usual  custom 
in  the  afternoon  ^'),  they  nuido  not  the  least  objection. 

And  now  was  seen  in  the  fair  city  of  New  Amsterdam  a 
prodigious  bustle  and  preparation  for  iron  war.  Recruiting 
parties  marched  hither  and  thither,  calling  lustily  upon  all  the 
scrubs,  the  runagates,  and  tatterdemalions  of  the  ^lanhattocs 
and  its  Ticinity,  who  had  any  ambition  of  sixpence  a  day,  and 
immortal  iame  into  the  bargain,  to  enlist  in  the  cause  of  glory  : 
— for  I  would  have  you  note  that  your  warlike  heroes  who 
trudge  in  the  rear  of  conquerors  arc  generally  of  that  illustri- 
ous class  of  gentlemen,  who  are  equal  candidates  for  the  army 
or  the  bridewell — the  halberds  or  the  whipping-post — for 
whom  Dame  Fortune  has  cast  an  even  die,  whether  they  shall 
make  their  exit  by  the  sword  or  the  halter — and  whose  deaths 
diall,  at  all  events,  be  a  lofly  example  to  their  countrymen. 

But,  notwithstanding  all  this  martial  rout  and  invitation, 


UOCM  V 


great  Peter,  whose  no  Die 
sweet  revenge,  determined  to  wait  no  longer 
sistanoe  of  these  oily  citizens,  but  to  must 
men  of  the  Hudson,  who,  brought  up  among 
and  savage  beasts,  like  our  jeomen  of  Kenti 
nothing  so  much  as  desperate  adventures  an< 
lions  through  the  wilderness.    Thus  resolvu 
trusty  squire  Antony  Van  Corlear  to  have  hi 
pared  and  duly  victualled ;  which  being  perf 
ed  public  service  at  the  great  church  of  Si 
true  and  pious  governor ;  and  then  leaving  ] 
with  his  council  to  have  the  chivalry  of  the 
shalled  out  and  appointed  against  his  return, 
recruiting  voyage  up  the  waters  of  the  IIu 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

conAnmro  pms  8thtvpukt*8  totaob  up  the  rttdson,  and  tob 

WOXDUU  AND  DKLIOmS  OF  THAT  RENOWN KD   RIVER. 

"VrOW  did  the  soft  breezes  of  the  south  steal  sweetly  over 
-^^  the  fiioe  of  nature,  tempering  the  panting  heats  of  sum- 
mer into  genial  and  prolific  warmth ;  when  that  miracle  of 
hardihood  and  chivalric  virtue,  the  dauntless  Peter  Stuyve- 
sant,  spread  his  canvas  to  the  wind,  and  departed  from  the  fair 
island  of  Manna-hata.  The  galley  in  which  he  embarked  was 
sumptuously  adorned  with  pendants  and  streamers  of  gor- 
geous dyes,  which  fluttered  gayly  in  the  wind,  or  drooped 
their  ends  into  the  bosom  of  the  stream.  The  bow  and  poop 
of  this  majestic  vessel  were  gallantly  bedight,  afler  the  rarest 
Dutch  fashion,  with  figures  of  little  pursy  Cupids  with  peri- 
wigs on  their  heads,  and  bearing  in  their  hands  garlands  of 
flowers,  the  like  of  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  book  of 
botany  ;  being  the  matchless  flowers  which  flourished  in  the 
golden  age,  and  exist  no  longer,  unless  it  be  in  the  imagina- 
tions of  ingenious  carvers  of  wood  and  discolorers  of  canvas. 
Thus  rarely  decorated,  in  style  befitting  the  puissant  po- 
tentate of  the  Manhattoes,  did  the  galley  of  Peter  Stuyvesant 
launch  forth  upon  the  bosom  of  the  lordly  Hudson^  which,  as 
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Mae  (or  »     ■ 

lluBtriuus       B 


it  rollmi  iu  liKUuI  waves  to  the  ocean,  aeemwJ  to  pause 
whilti  am)  swdl  with  pridis  m  if  conscious  of  tho  illuBtriuus 
burltieii  it  suslainiil. 

But  trust  mc,  gcntlcfiilk,  fnr  othnr  was  tlio  scpno  preafititcd 


to  thu  enntomplati<m  of  thi; 

Witnrssrd  at  this  degenerate 

«ty  roignpd  im  the  bord 

<tf  cultivation  hod  not  aa 

tamed  Iho  features  <.•(  0 

of  comnieroe  broken  in  uyt 

of  agt^s.     llcra  mid    tiiers  mi^i 


•  im  tliat  wliii'.Ii  may  be 
''ildntss  and  savage,  maj- 
mighty  river — tl»e  hand 
iiw  tho  dark  fi>r«sl,  and 
nor  liail  tho  frequent  sail 
iound  and  awful  eulitudo 


1  rude 


wigwam 


perched  among  tho  cli/Ts  of  tho  mountains  with  its  curling 
column  of  smoke  mounting  in  tho  transparent  atmosphere — 
but  so  loftily  situated  that  tho  whoopings  of  the  savago  chil- 
dren, gambolling  on  the  margin  of  the  dizzy  heights,  fell  al- 
most as  faintly  on  the  ear  as  do  tho  notes  of  the  lark,  when 
lost  in  tho  azuro  vault  of  heaven.  Now  and  then,  from  tho 
beetling  brow  of  some  precipice,  Iho  wild  deer  would  look 
timidly  down  upon  tho  splendid  pageant  as  it  passed  below  ; 
and  then,  tossing  his  antlers  in  the  air,  would  bound  away  into 
the  thickest  of  tho  forest. 

Through  such  scenes  did  tho  stately  vessel  of  Peter  Stuy- 
vesnnt  pass.  Now  did  they  skirt  tho  bases  of  the  rocky 
heights  of  Jersey,  which  spring  op  like  everlasting  walls, 
reaching  from  tho  waves  unto  the  heai-ens,  and  were  fashion- 
ed, if  tradition  mny  be  believed,  in  times  long  past,  by  tho 
mighty  spirit  Manetho,  to  protect  his  fai'orito  abodes  from 
the  unhallowed  eyes  of  mortals.  Noiv  did  they  career  it  gay- 
]y  across  the  vast  enpanso  of  Tappan  Bay,  whoso  wide-ejttend- 
tA  shores  present  a  variety  of  delectable  scenery — here  tha 
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bold  promontory^  crowned  with  embowering  trees,  advancing 
into  the  bay— there  the  long  woodland  slope,  sweeping  up 
from  the  shore  in  rich  luxuriance,  and  terminating  in  the  up- 
land precipice — ^while  at  a  distance  a  long  waving  line  of  rocky 
heights  threw  their  gigantic  shades  across  the  water.  Now 
would  they  pass  where  some  modest  little  interval,  opening 
among  these  stupendous  scenes,  yet  retreating  as  it  were  for 
protection  into  the  embraces  of  the  neighboring  mountains, 
displayed  a  rural  paradise,  fraught  with  sweet  and  pastoral 
beauties ;  the  velvet-tufled  lawn — the  bushy  copse — the  tink- 
ling rivulet,  stealing  through  the  fresh  and  vivid  verdure— on 
vrhose  banks  was  situated  some  little  Indian  village,  or,  pcrad^ 
venture,  the  rude  cabin  of  some  solitary  hunter. 

The  different  periods  of  the  revolving  day  seemed  each, 
with  cunning  magic,  to  diffuse  a  different  charm  over  the 
scene.  Now  would  the  jovial  sun  break  gloriously  from  the 
east,  blazing  from  the  summits  of  the  hills,  and  sparkling  the 
landscape  with  a  thousand  dewy  gems ;  while  along  the  bt^r- 
ders  of  the  river  were  seen  the  heavy  masses  of  mist,  which, 
like  midnight  caitiffs  disturbed  at  his  approach,  made  a  slug- 
gish retreat,  rolling  in  sullen  reluctance  up  the  mountains. 
At  such  times  all  was  brightness,  and  life,  and  gaycty — the 
atmosphere  was  of  an  indescribable  pureness  and  transparency 
— the  birds  broke  forth  in  wanton  madrigals,  and  the  freshen- 
ing breezes  wafted  the  vessel  merrily  on  her  course.  But 
when  the  sun  sunk  amid  a  flood  of  glory  in  the  west,  mantling 
the  heavens  and  the  earth  with  a  thousand  gorgeous  dyes — 
then  all  was  calm,  and  silent,  and  magnificent.  The  late 
swelling  sail  hung  lifelessly  against  the  mast — the  seaman, 
with  folded  arms,  leaned  against  the  shrouds,  lost  in  that  in- 
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'  voluntary  musing  which  the  sober  grandeur  of  nam 
I  manda  in  the  rud^t  of  her  (iildren.  The  vast  hosoi 
Ilujson  was  liko  an  uurullh'd  mirror,  reflecting  the 
splendor  of  the  heavens,  excepting  that  now  and  tb«t 
conuo  would  steal  across  its  surface,  filled  with  pain 
ages,  whose  gay  feathers  glared  brightly,  as  perchsE 
goring  ray  of  the  sotting  sun  gleamed  upon  them  I 
,   western  mountains. 

But  when  the  hour  of  twilight  spread  ita  majvA 

around,  thc«  did  the  &ce  of  nature  assume  a  thousantl 

I  (Jutrma,  which  to  the  worthy  heart  that  seeks  enjo] 

I  the  glorious  works  of  its  Maker  are  inexpressibly  cap 

I  The  mellow  dubious  light  tluit  prevailed  just  sen'cd 

[  with  illusive  colors  tho  softened  features  of  the  aoooct 

,  deceived  but  diJighted  eye  sought  vainly  to  disc«i 

brood  masses  of  sliaJo,  tho  separating  line  between  < 

water ;  or  to  distinguish  the  fading  objec-ta  thai 

aiiiking  into  chaos.     Now  did  the  busy  fiinc}-  su] 

I   fvcbliiness  of  vision,  producing  wiih  industrious  craA 

creation   of  her  own.     Under  her  plastia  wand  tin 

rocks  frviwnud  upon  the  watery  waste,  in  the  aeait 

Y  lufly  towera,  and  high  embattled  castlea^trc«s  aaatl 

I  direful  forma  of  mighty  giants,  and  the  iuacoesBibla 

I  of  thi)  mountains  seemed  peopled  with  a  thousand  I 


Now  broke  forth  from  the  shores  the  notes  of  an  i 
I  able  variety  of  insects,  which  filled  tho  air  wi'h  a  stn 
I  not  inharmonious  conivrt — while  ever  and  anon  wi 
I  tho  melancholy  plaint  of  the  "Whip-poor-will,  who.  po 
louo  tree,  weari^.d  tho  cor  of  night  with  kis  I 
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inings.    The  mind,  soothed  into  a  hallowed  melancholy, 

ioed  with  pensive  stillness  to  catch  and  distinguish  each 

nd  that  vaguely  echoed  from  the  shore — ^now  and  then 

tied  perchance  by  the  whoop  of  some  straggling  savage, 

>y  the  dreary  howl  of  a  wolf,  stealing  forth  upon  his  night- 

>rowlings. 

Hias  happily  did  they  pursue  their  course,  until  they  en* 

dupon  those  awful  defiles  denominated  thk  highlands, 

re  it  would  seem  that  the  gigantic  Titans  had  erst  waged 

r  impious  war  with  heaven,  piling  up  clifls  on  cliffs,  and 

ing  vast  masses  of  rock  in  wild  confusion.     But  in  sooth 

r  different  is  the  history  of  these  cloud-capt  mountains. — 

e  in  ancient  days,  before  the  Hudson  poured  its  waters 

the  lakes,  formed  one  vast  prison,  within  whose  rocky 

I  the  omnipotent  Manetho  confined  the  rebellious  spirits 

"epined  at  his  control.     Here,  bound  in  adamantine 

or  jammed  in  rifled  pines,  or  crushed  by  ponderous 

hey  groaned  for  many  an  age. — ^At  length  the  conquer- 

Ison,  in  its  career  towards  the  ocean,  burst  open  their 

)use,  rolling  its  tide  triumphantly  through  the  stupen- 

\s. 

lowever,  do  many  of  them  lurk  about  their  old  abodes, 

it  is,  according  to  venerable  legends,  that  cause  the 

lich  resound   throughout    these    awful   solitudes ; 

nothing  but  their  angry  clamors  when  any  noise 

\  profoundness  of  their  repose. — For  when  the  ele- 

3;itated  by  tempest,  when  the  winds  are  up  and  the 

?,  then  horrible  is  the  yelling  and  howling  of  these 

its,  making  the  mountains  to  rebellow  with  their 

ir ;  for  at  such  times  it  is  said  that  they  think  the 
5* 


Z46  Bt?mBT  or  nnr  tool 


gnat  IfMKtho  M  lelMBMg  tan  akon  la  pfn) 
B^ooin  J  <avaiM,  and  i^kv  ifaeir  iUafenble  captii 

Bm  aQ  thos  Ut  Midgkoioas  leeBes  wen  )« 
jplljwt  ftiiii  mint  MHiriiK  ocantied  his  miDd  bat  lkl|t' 
«f  inm  var,  and  prand  antieipatiMH  of  bardjr  de«d>  of  •: 
Notiter  Ad  Ilm  hooeat  enw  traoble  tbrir  ItCMb  wid  1 
nnuBtic  apecolatiaM  ef  the  kind.  Tk  pOot  at  Ibabi 
qidellfaukad  Ua  pipe,  dankiag  of  nothiag  writer  pa»t,lW 
on,  or  to  otnae— thoae  of  hia  cotondea  <rbo  were  MM  M 
trioodjr  amokyig  ODder  tW  haUJies  vere  lUtenii^  wiA  V| 
ntootha  to  Antonj  Van  Corlear ;  who,  Mated  on  Um  w'adii 
waa  relatiiig  to  than  the  marreUoas  bisliwj  of  thoae  d 
of  fireflies,  that  sparkled  like  genu  and  ^nt^les  npoB  i 
duskjr  rohe  of  night.  Hiew,  accordii^  to  tnAdoo,  * 
or%iiially  a  rai?e  of  pestilent  SGmpit«nKWis  beldanWi^ 
peopled  these  parts  long  beJbre  the  memory  of  b 
of  that  abominated  race  emphatically  called  brimHonn;  > 
who,  for  their  innumerable  sins  agunst  the  childrea  of  oi 
ami  to  fumieh  an  awful  warning  to  the  bcauteoua  an,  v 
doomed  Ui  infest  the  earth  in  the  shape  of  these  thrMlca 
and  trrrible  little  bugs ;  enduring  the  internal  tormciiU 
that  fir?,  which  they  formerly  carried  in  their  heart*  1 
breathed  forth  in  their  words  ;  but  now  are  sentenced  U  b 
about  forever — in  their  tails ! 

And  now  1  am  going  to  tell  a  fart,  which  I  d 
my  readers  will  hesitate  to  believe  ;  but  if  they  do,  tlii^i 
welcome  n-H  to  bMlicre  a  word  in  this  wliote  hisiorr— 
nothing  which  it  contains  is  more  true.     It  must  be  k 
th«n  that  the  nose  of  Antony  the  Triunpetcr  waa  of  a  i 
lutfty  Hjxc,  strutting  bulJly  from  Ma  cnuntcnonco  like  a  a 
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Uun  of  Oolooada ;  being  sumptuously  bedecked  with  rubies 
and  other  precious  stones — ^the  true  regalia  of  a  king  of  good 
fellows,  which  jolly  Bacchus  grants  to  all  who  bouse  it  hearti- 
ly at  the  flagon.  Now  thus  it  happened,  that  bright  and  early 
in  the  morning,  the  good  Antony,  having  washed  his  burly 
Tisage,  was  leaning  over  the  quarter  railing  of  the  galley,  con- 
templating it  in  the  glassy  wave  below. — Just  at  this  moment 
the  illustrious  sun,  breaking  in  all  its  splendor  from  behind  a 
high  bluflTof  the  highlands,  did  dart  one  of  his  most  potent 
beams  full  upon  the  refulgent  nose  of  the  sounder  of  brass — 
the  reflection  of  which  shot  straightway  down,  hissing  hot, 
into  the  water,  and  killed  a  mighty  sturgeon  that  was  sport- 
ing beside  the  vessel !  This  huge  monster  being  with  infinite 
labor  hoisted  on  board,  furnished  a  luxurious  repast  to  all 
the  crew,  being  accounted  of  excellent  flavor,  excepting  about 
the  wound,  where  it  smacked  a  little  of  brimstone — and  this, 
on  my  veracity,  was  the  first  time  that  ever  sturgeon  was  eaten 
in  these  parts  by  Christian  people.* 

When  this  astonishing  miracle  came  to  be  made  known  to 
Peter  Stuy  vesant,  and  that  he  tasted  of  the  unknown  fish,  he,  as 
may  well  be  supposed,  marvelled  exceedingly  ;  and  as  a  mon- 
ument thereof,  he  gave  the  name  of  Antonyms  Nose  to  a  stout 
promontory  in  the  neighborhood — and  it  has  continued  to  be 
called  Antony's  Nose  ever  since  that  time. 

But  hold :  whither  am  I  wandering  1  By  the  mass,  if  I 
attempt  to  accompany  the  good  Peter  Stuyvesant  on  this 

*  The  learned  Hans  MegapoleniiiB,  treating  of  the  countrj  about 
Albany,  In  a  letter  which  was  written  sometime  after  the  settlement, 
says :  **  There  is  in  the  rirer  great  plent j  of  sturgeon,  which  we  Chrisp- 
tians  do  not  make  use  of,  bat  the  Indians  eat  them  greedily.** 


MS  nuTOcr  or  nw  Tomc. 

"wojagB,  I  (hftD  never  make  m  tnd ;  Tor  Deror  ma  then  • 
TOjlge  BO  freight  with  mamitoiH  tnoidcnU,  nor  «  rhr«r  so 
ftbovnding  with  tramtceudnit  bcoutiM,  wortfajr  of  being  Bcv«r- 
dly  reoLinlM].  Even  mrw  1  luve  Et  on  Uie  point  of  mjr  pen 
to  relate  hnvr  UU  crcw  s  lorriMy  frightened,  ua 

gtrii^  on   sboro  above  tho  ,  by  n  g>ng  of  merry 

KriMoing  devils,  frisking  i  ;  on  ft  flat  rock,  which 

projected  into  the  rivvr-  is  csllcd  i1m  DtiyvtVi 

Da»^Kamer  to  this  very  no !  Diodnch  Knloker- 

bodMT — it  becomes  thee  uo>  lu  in  thy  historio  wsy- 

Recollect  that  while  dwelling  with  the  fond  garrulity  of 
age  over  these  fciry  scenes,  enJoared  to  thoe  by  the  recolle*- 
tiona  of  thy  youth,  and  the  charms  of  a  thousand  legendary 
tales,  which  beguiled  the  simple  ear  of  thy  childho<>d;  reci>l- 
li)Ct  that  thou  art  trifling  with  those  fleeting  moments  which 
should  be  devoted  to  loftier  themes. — la  not  Time — relentless 
Time !  shaking,  with  palsied  hand,  his  almost  exhausted  hour- 
glass before  thc«  t — hasten  then  to  pursue  thy  weary  task,  lest 
the  last  sands  be  run  ere  thou  hast  Anished  thy  history  of  the 
ilanhattoes. 

Let  us,  then,  commit  the  dauntless  Peter,  his  brave  galley, 
and  his  loyal  crew,  to  the  protection  of  the  blessed  St.  Nicho- 
las ;  who,  1  have  no  doubt,  will  prosper  him  hi  his  voyage, 
while  we  await  his  return  at  the  great  city  of  New  Amstci^ 


CHAPTER  V. 

DnCBIBIVO  TBI  rOWKRFITL  ARMY  THAT  A88ElfBLn>  AT  THK  CZTT  OF  HEW 
AMSnSOAlf— <TOOITHIR  WITH  THE  INTERVIKW  BETWEEN  PETER  THE 
HSAD8TR0N0  AHD  GENERAL  TON  POTFENBUROH,  AND  PETER*8  8ENTI- 
KUm  TOUCHING  UNFORTUNATE  GREAT  MEN. 

TT7TIILE  thus  the  enterprising  Peter  was  coasting,  with 
•  *  flowing  sally  up  the  shores  of  the  lordly  Hudson,  and 
arousing  all  the  phlegmatic  little  Dutch  settlements  upon  its 
borders,  a  great  and  puissant  concourse  of  warriors  was  as- 
sembling at  the  city  of  New  Amsterdam.  And  here  that  in- 
valuable fragment  of  antiquity,  the  Stuyvesant  manuscript, 
is  more  than  C(»nmonly  particular ;  by  which  means  1  am  en- 
abled to  record  the  illustrious  host  that  encamped  itself  in  the 
public  square  in  front  of  the  fort,  at  present  denominated  the 
Bowling  Green. 

In  the  centre,  then,  was  pitched  the  tent  of  the  men  of 
battle  of  the  Manhattoes,  who  being  the  inmates  of  the  me- 
tropolis, composed  the  lifeguards  of  the  governor.  These 
were  commanded  by  the  valiant  Stofiel  Brinkerhoof,  who 
whilom  had  acquired  such  immortal  fame  at  Oyster  Bay — 
tbey  displayed  as  a  standard  a  beaver  rampant  on  a  field  of 
cvange ;  bdng  the  arms  of  the  province,  and  denoting  the 
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persevering  industry  and  tlio  itinphibioua  origin  of  Uiq  Netler- 
knders.* 

On  their  right  hand  might  bo  seen  the  vasasis  of  that  ret- 
nowncd  Mjnhf^r,  Michai-1  Paw.f  who  liTdf*!  !t  over  the  fair 
regions  nf  ancLi>Dt  Puvt  e  lands  away  south  even 

unto  the  Navesiiiii  nioun  was  moreover  patroon  of 

Gibbet  Island.     Ilia  stani  oroe  by  his  trusty  Gquire, 

Conielius  Van  Vurst ;  c  a  huge  oyster  reewnbetU 

upon  B,  sea-green  fiuld  ;  1  uiorial  bearings  of  his  fa- 

vorite metropolis,  Comni  Ho  brought  to  the  camp 

a  stout  force  of  warriors,  \  irmed,  being  eaeh  elad  in  ^ 

ten  pair  of  Hnscy-woolsey  breeches,  and  overshadowed  by 
broad-brimmed  beavers,  with  short  pipes  twisted  In  their  hat- 
bands. These  were  the  men  who  vegetated  in  the  mud  along 
the  sliorca  of  Pavonia ;  being  of  the  race  of  genuine  copper 
heads,  and  were  fabled  to  have  sprung  from  oysters. 

At  a  little  distance  was  encamped  the  tribe  of  warriors 
who  canie  from  the  neighborhood  of  Hell-gate,  These  were 
commanded  by  the  Suy  Dams,  and  the  Van  Dams,  inconti- 
iient  hard  swearers,  as  their  names  betoken — they  were  terri- 

*  This  WIS  UkcwiE'e  the  great  Betl  of  the  New  Netherluids,  u  ma; 
•till  be  Been  in  uicient  rccordti. 

I  Besides  whiit  ia  related  in  the  Stuyvesuit  US.  I  have  found  mention 
made  of  this  illustriaus  patroon  in  another  manuscript,  which  sitb  :  "  De 
HeCT  (or  the  pquire)  Michael  Paw,  a  Dutch  Bubject,  about  lOth  Aug. 
1g:<0,  bj  deed  purchancd  Slalea  Island.  N.  B.  The  sune  Uichael  Paw 
had  what  the  Dutch  call  a  colooie  at  Pavonia,  on  the  Jersey  ahorc,  oppo* 
Bite  Kew  York,  and  his  overseer  in  1836  waa  named  Corna.  VanVorat — 
a  person  of  the  aame  name  in  17SB,  owned  Pawlei  Hoolc,  and  a  lai^ 
farm  at  PaTonia,  and  U  ■  lineal  descendant  from  Tan  Torst." 

\  Su  called  from  the  Kaveaink  tribe  of  Indians  that  inhabited  thew 
parts — nt  present  they  ti«  erroaeously  denominated  the  NeTetshik,  or 
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ble  looking  iellowi,  dad  in  broad-skirted  gaberdines,  of  that 
curious  colored  doth  called  thunder  and  lightning — and  bore 
.  as  a  standard  three  Devil's  darning-needles,  volanty  in  a  flame- 
Gulored  fidd. 

Hard  by  was  the  tent  of  the  men  of  battle  from  the 
marshy  borders  of  the  Waale-Boght*  and  the  country  there- 
abouts— these  were  of  a  sour  aspect,  by  reason  that  they 
lived  on  crabs,  which  abound  in  these  parts.  They  were  the 
first  institutors  of  that  honorable  order  of  knighthood,  called 
fiy^markei  ihirks^  and  if  tradition  speak  true,  did  likewise 
introdnce  the  fiir-famed  step  in  dancing,  called  "  double  trouble.'' 
Tliey  were  commanded  by  the  fearless  Jacobus  Varra  Vanger, 
and  hady  moreover,  a  jolly  band  of  Breuckelenf  ferry-men, 
who  performed  a  brave  concerto  on  conch  shells. 

But  I  refrain  from  pursuing  this  minute  description,  which 
goes  on  to  describe  the  warriors  of  Bloemen-dacl,  and  Wee- 
hawk,  and  Hoboken,  and  sundry  other  places,  well  known  in 
history  and  song — for  now  do  the  notes  of  martial  music  alarm 
the  people  of  New  Amsterdam,  sounding  afar  from  beyond 
the  walls  of  the  city.     But  this  alarm  was  in  a  little  while  re- 
lieved, for  lo,  from  the  midst  of  a  vast  cloud  of  dust,  they 
recognized  the  brimstone-colored  breeches  and  splendid  silver 
leg  of  Peter  Stuy  vesant,  glaring  in  the  sunbeams ;  and  beheld 
him  approaching  at  the  head  of  a  formidable  army,  which  ho 
had  mustered  along  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.     And  here  the 
eiocllent  but  anonymous  writer  of  the  Stuyvesant  manu- 
Kript  breaks  out  into  a  brave  and  glorious  description  of  the 

*  Snee  connpted  into  the  Wattabtmi ;  the  bay  wher*)  the  NaTj  Yard 
hritoited. 

t  How  spelt  Broddjn. 
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forces,  as  they  defiled  through  the  prinolpal  gate  of  ikldl 
that  stood  by  the  head  of  Wdl-streot. 

First   of  &11  came  the  Vau  Bummels,  who  bhiUl  i 
pleasant  borders  of  the  Bronx :  these  were  short  {A  a 
wearing  exceeding  large  trunk-brewhes,  and  were  nw* 
for  fent^  of  the  trencher — they  were  the  first  invenlurs  «(■ 
'  pawn,  or  mush  and  milk, — Close  in  tht'ir  rear  niardied 
Van  Vlotens,  of  Kaatskill,  horrible  quatfers  of  now  ci<kr,i 
arrant  braggarta  in  their  liquor. — Afler  them  came  ibt 
Pelts  of  Gruodt  Esopus,  dexterous  horseman,  mounted  1 
goodly  switi'h-tailed  steeds  of  the  Esopus  breed — tluvc  1 
mighty  hunters  of  miuks  and  muskrats.whenoeounelW* 
PtUry. — Then  the  Van  Neata  of  Kinderhoeek,  valiant  n* 
of  bird's  nests,  as  their  name  denotes;  to  tliMf',  if  rpporti 
bo  believed,  are  we  indebted  for  tlte  invention  of 
or  buckwheat  cakes. — ^Then  tlie  Van  Higginbottoms,  '4  1 
ping's  creek ;  these  came  armed  with  ferulvs  and  btrcbai 
being  a  race  of  schoobnasters,  who  lirat  discovered  thft 
vellous  sympathy  between  the  seat  of  honor  and  tfa*  i" 
intellect — and  that  the  shortest  way  to  get  knowledge  iaM 
head  was  to  linnimer  it  into  the  buttum. — Tltcn  (he  Van ' 
of  Antony's  Nose,  who  carried  their  liquor  in  &ir  mm 
pottles,  by  reason  they  could  not  bouao  it  out  of  thrff' 
teens,  Itaving  such  rare  long  noses. — Then  lh« 
Hudson  and  thereabouts,  distuiguished  by  many  trim 
fi»ts,  such  as  rubbing  watermelon  patdtea,  8inoUli(  i 
viut  of  their  holes,  and  the  like,  and  by  being  grwat  Io< 
roasted  pigs'  tails ;   these  were  the  ancestors  i-f  the  iw 
congressman  of  that  name- — Tlien  tlie  Van  ITiicsefui,  » 
Sing,  great  choristers  and  players  upon  the  ji 


HI8T0BY  OF  NEW  YOBK.  853 

Ubrched  two  and  two,  singing  the  great  song  of  St.  Nicholas. — 
hen  the  Couenhovens,  of  Sleepy  Hollow ;  these  gave  birth 
^  a  jolly  race  of  publicans,  who  first  discovered  the  magic 
!tifice  of  conjuring  a  quart  of  wine  into  a  pint  bottle. — ^Then 
te  Van  Kortlandts,  who  lived  on  the  wild  banks  of  the  Croton, 
id  were  great  killers  of  wild  ducks,  being  much  spoken 
^  for  their  skill  in  shooting  with  the  long  bow. — ^Tlien  the 
•n  Bunschotens,  of  Nyack  and  Kakiat,  who  were  the  first 
iftt  did  ever  kick  with  the  lefl  foot ;  they  were  gallant  bush- 
liadLers  and  hunters  of  raccoons  by  moonlight — ^Then  the 
•n  Winkles,  of  Haerlem,  potent  suckers  of  eggs,  and  noted 
r  running  of  horses,  and  nmning  up  of  scores  at  taverns ; 
*y  were  the  first  that  ever  winked  with  both  eyes  at  once. — 
Mly  came  the  Knickerbockers,  of  the  great  town  of  Scagh- 
koke,  where  the  folk  lay  stones  upon  the  houses  in  windy 
feather,  lest  they  should  be  blown  away.  These  derive  their 
Ifette,  as  some  say,  from  Knicker,  to  shake,  and  ^e^er,  a  goblet, 
dicating  thereby  that  they  were  sturdy  toss-pots  of  yore ; 
tl,  in  truth,  it  was  derived  from  Knicker^  to  nod,  and  Boeken^ 
loks;  pl^nly  meaning  that  they  were  great  nodders  or  dozers 
fv  books — from  them  did  descend  the  writer  of  this  history. 
Such  was  the  l^on  of  sturdy  bush-beaters  that  poured  in 
*  the  grand  gate  of  New  Amsterdam ;  the  Stuyresant  manu- 
tipt  indeed  speaks  of  many  more,  whose  names  I  omit  to 
«ition,  seeing  that  it  behooves  me  to  hasten  to  matters  of 
neater  moment.  Nothing  could  surpass  the  joy  and  martial 
ride  of  the  lion-hearted  Peter  as  he  reviewed  this  mighty  host 
f  warriors,  and  he  determined  no  longer  to  defer  the  gratifica- 
OB  of  his  much-wished-for  revenge,  upon  the  scoundrel 
at  Fort  Casimir. 
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But  before  I  lust«n  to  rmmnl  those  unmalohalilo  evcoli 
which  will  Iki  found  in  the  »cq«rf  of  Uiis  fuiUiful  hlst^iry,  Io4 
me  pausd  t<)  notii*  tho  fate  of  Juohu*  Vun  Poffciiburgh,  tho 
<)isc>iiiriU-d  coninianiier-iii-chiof  "f  the  nriiiiis  of  iho  New 
iincharitaltlcncss  of  human 
a  become  public  of  his 
.'osioiir,  than  a  thousand 
iw  Amsterdam,  wii«a'ln  it 
klity  ft  trisiifluToua  undcr- 
(uuier;  tlul  liu  Imd  loiig  , 
communicating  with  the 
hints  about  "secret  service 
irgca  I  do  not  give  a  jot  mure 
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NotJiiTlanda.     Such  la  th' 
nature,  that   scarcely  dli 
deplorable  discomfiture 
scurvy  nimora  wore  set 
vos  inninuated,  that  he 
■tmidiiig  with  the  Swedish 
licen  in  thi!  pnicilco  of  pn 
Swedes;    together  with  divers 
money." — To  all  which  deadly  chj 
crudit  than  I  think  they  deserve. 

Certain  it  is,  that  the  general  vindicated  his  character  by 
the  most  vehement  oaths  and  protestations,  and  put  every 
man  oTit  of  tho  ranks  of  honor  who  dared  to  doubt  his 
integrity.  Moreover,  on  returning  to  New  Amsterdam,  ho 
paraded  up  and  down  tlie  streets  with  a  crew  of  hard-swearers 
at  his  heels — sturdy  bottle  companions,  whom  he  gorged  and 
fatti-ned,  and  who  were  ready  to  bolster  him  through  all  tho 
courts  (if  justice — heroes  of  his  own  kindney,  fierce* whiskered, 
1 1  road-shouldered,  colbrand-looking  sw.iggerers — not  one  of 
whom  but  looked  as  though  he  could  eat  up  an  os,  and  pick 
his  teeth  with  the  horns.  These  lifeguard  men  quarrelled  all 
his  quarrels,  were  ready  to  fight  all  his  battles,  and  scowled  at 
every  man  that  turned  up  his  nose  at  the  general,  as  though 
they  would  devour  him  alive.  Their  conversation  was  in- 
terspersed with  oaths  like  minuto-guns,  and  every  bom- 
bastic  rhudomontado  was    rounded    off  by   a    thundering 
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execnitioii,  like  a  patriotic  toast  honored  with  a  discharge  of 
artillery. 

All  these  valorous  vaporings  had  a  considerable  effect  in 
convincing  certain  profound  sages,  who  began  to  think  the 
general  a  hero,  of  unmatchable  lofliness  and  magnanimity  of 
soul ;  particularly  as  he  was  continually  protesting  on  the 
honor  of  a  soldier — a  marvellously  high-sounding  asseveration. 
Nay,  one  of  the  members  of  the  council  went  so  far  as  to 
propose  they  should  immortalize  him  by  an  imperishable 
statue  of  plaster  of  Paris. 

But  the  vigilant  Peter  the  Headstrong  was  not  thus  to  be 
deceived.  Sending  privately  for  the  commander-in-chief  cf 
all  the  armies,  and  having  heard  all  his  story,  garnished  with 
the  customary  pious  oaths,  protestations,  and  ejaculations — 
"  Ilarkee,  comrade,"  cried  he,  "  though  by  your  own  account 
you  are  the  most  brave,  upright,  and  honorable  man  in  the 
whole  province,  yet  do  you  lie  under  the  misfortune  of  being 
damnably  traduced,  and  immeasurably  despised.  Now,  though 
it  is  certainly  hard  to  punish  a  man  for  his  misfortunes,  and 
though  it  is  very  possible  you  are  totally  innoc(*nt  of  the 
crimes  laid  to  your  charge ;  yet  as  heaven,  doubtless  for  some 
wise  purpose,  sees  fit  at  present  to  withhold  all  proofs  of 
your  innocence,  far  be  it  from  me  to  counteract  its  sovereign 
will.  Besides,  I  cannot  consent  to  venture  my  armies  with  a 
commander  whom  they  despise,  nor  to  trust  the  welfare  of  my 
people  to  a  champion  whom  they  distrust.  Retire,  therefore, 
my  friend,  from  the  irksome  toils  and  cares  of  public  life, 
with  this  comforting  reflection — ^that  if  guilty,  you  are  but 
enjoying  your  just  reward — and  if  innocent,  you  are  not  the 
first  great  and  good  man  who  has  most  wrongfully  been 
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dand«riMl  and  maltreated  !n  this  wiek<!d  world — doubtless  to 
be  better  treated  in  a  better  world,  where  there  shall  be  neither 
em>r,  calumny,  nor  persecution.  In  the  mean  time  let  ma 
never  see  your  face  ngnin.  for  I  h.ive  a  horrible  antipathy  to 
the  oouutcitances  of  uuforli  t  men  tike  youreelt" 


CnAPTER  YL 

Ur  WHICH  mi  AUTHOR  DISCOURSES  TERT  INGENUOUSLY  Or  HIMSELr^ 
AFTER  WHICH  IS  TO  BE  FOUND  MUCH  INTERESTING  HISTORY  ABOUT 
FETXB  THE   BEAD8TROKO  AND  BIS  FOLLOWERS. 

AS  my  readers  and  myself  are  about  entering  on  as  many 
perils  as  ever  a  confederacy  of  meddlesome  knights- 
errant  wilfully  ran  their  heads  into,  it  is  meet  that,  like  those 
hardy  adventurers,  we  should  join  hands,  bury  all  difTercnees, 
and  swear  to  stand  by  one  another,  in  weal  or  woe,  to  the  end 
of  the  enterprise.  My  readers  must  doubtless  perceive  how 
completely  I  have  altered  my  tone  and  deportment  since  wo 
first  set  out  together.  I  warrant  they  then  thought  me  a 
crabbed,  cynical,  impertinent  little  son  of  a  Dutchman  ;  for  I 
scarcely  gave  them  a  evil  word,  nor  so  much  as  touched  my 
beaver,  when  I  had  occasion  to  address  them.  But  as  we 
jogged  along  together  on  the  high  road  of  my  history,  I  grad- 
ually began  to  relax,  to  grow  more  courteous,  and  occasion- 
ally to  enter  into  familiar  discourse,  until  at  length  I  came  to 
conceive  a  most  social,  companionable  kind  of  regard  for 
them.  Thb  is  just  my  way — ^I  am  always  a  little  cold  and 
reserved  at  first,  particularly  to  people  whom  I  neither  know 
nor  eare  for,  and  am  only  to  be  completely  won  by  long  inti- 
macy. 
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BeeidM,  why  should  I  have  hoen  sodahle  to  the  crowd  ot 
how-d'ye-Jo  a<.-quuintunccs  that  flocked  around  mo  at  my  first 


1 


m(!rv)y  attruott-d  hy  a  new  {a*»; 

II  the  titli^pogi!,  wulki-d  ofl*  without 
\d  ynwningly  thnmgh  the 
Jiort-livt-d  LTiriiisiiy,  soon 
«  pspooinlly  to  try  their 
mt,  similar  to  one  which 
ifleaa  flower  of  chiwJry, 
ted  any  knight  to  bin  inti* 
show  himself  supfriur  to 


a{)]H'iimm--c  1  Alany  w( 
and  luiving  stured  tiic  fu 
saying  a  word  ;  while  o 
preface,  and,  hoving  grail fii 
dropped  off  o-ie  by  ono. 
mettle,  1  hod  recourse  to 
we  are  told  wns  used 
King  Arthur  ;  who,  Iveib 
macy,  first  rcquirci]  that  he  a 
danger  or  hardships,  by  encountering  unheard-of  misliaps, 
slaying  some  dozen  giants,  vanquishing  wicked  enchanters,  not 
to  say  a  word  of  dwarfs,  hiiipogriffa  and  fiery  dragons.  On 
a  similar  principle  did  I  cunningly  lead  my  readers,  «t  the 
first  sally,  into  two  or  three  knotty  chapters,  where  they  were 
most  wofully  belabored  and  buffeted  by  a  host  of  pagan 
philosophers  and  infidel  writers.  Though  naturally  a  very 
grave  man,  yet  could  I  flcareely  refrain  from  smiling  outright 
at  seeing  the  utter  confitsion  and  dismay  of  my  valiant  cava. 
licra.  Some  dnipped  down  dead  (asleep)  on  the  field  ;  others 
threw  down  my  book  in  the  middle  of  the  first  chapter,  toolc 
to  their  heels,  and  never  ceased  scampering  until  they  had 
fairly  run  it  out  of  sight ;  when  they  stopped  to  take  breath, 
to  tell  their  friends  what  troubles  they  had  undergone,  and  to 
warn  all  others  from  venturing  on  so  thankless  an  expedition. 
Every  page  thinned  my  ranks  more  and  more  ;  and  of  tho 
vast  multitude  that  first  set  out,  but  a  comparatively  few 
made  shift  to  survive,  in  exceedingly  battered  condition, 
through  the  fire  introductory  ohapters. 
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What^  then  !  would  you  have  had  me  take  such  sunshine, 
faint-hearted  recreants  to  my  bosom  at  our  first  acquaintance  ? 
No^no  ;  I  reserved  my  friendship  for  those  who  deserved  it, 
for  those  who  undauntedly  bore  me  company,  in  despite  of 
difficulties,  dangers  and  fatigues.    And  now,  as  to  those  who 
adhere  to  me  at  present,  I  take  them  affectionately  by  the 
hand. — Worthy  and  thrice-beloved  readers !  brave  and  well- 
tried  comrades!  who  have  fiiithfully  followed  my  footsti'ps 
through  all  my  wanderings — I  salute  you  from  my  heart — I 
pledge  myself  to  stand  by  you  to  the  last ;  and  to  conduct 
you  (so  Heaven  speed  this  trusty  weapon  which  I  now  hold 
between  my  fingers)  triumphantly  to  the  end  of  this  our  stu- 
pendous undertaking. 

But,  hark !  while  wo  are  thus  talking,  the  city  of  New 
Amsterdam  is  in  a  bustle.  The  host  of  warriors  encamped 
in  the  Bowling  Green  are  striking  their  tents ;  the  brazen 
trumpet  of  Antony  Van  Corlear  makes  the  welkin  to  resound 
vitk  portentous  clangor — the  drums  beat — ^the  standards  of 
^  Manhattoes,  of  Hell-gate,  and  of  Michael  Paw,  wave 
proudly  in  the  air.  And  now  behold  where  the  mariners  are 
Wily  employed  hoisting  the  sails  of  yon  topsail  schooner,  and 
those  dump-built  sloops,  which  are  to  wafl  the  army  of  the 
Nederlanders  to  gather  immortal  honors  on  the  Delaware  ! 

The  entire  population  of  the  city,  man,  woman,  and  child, 
turned  out  to  behold  the  chivalry  of  New  Amsterdam,  as  it 
Paraded  the  streets  previous  to  embarkation.  Many  a  hand- 
Ic^rchief  was  waved  out  of  the  windows ;  many  a  fair  nose  was 
blown  in  melodious  sorrow  on  the  mournful  occasion.  The 
grief  of  the  fair  dames  and  beauteous  damsels  of  Granada 
ooold  not  have  been  more  vociferous  on  the  banishment  of  the 
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gallant  tribo  of  Abencerrages,  than  was  that  of  tlio  kiud- 
bearted  fair  ones  of  New  AmstordiUD  on  thu  departure  of 
their  intrvpid .  warrii>r:i.  Every  lovesick  tn^dea  fondly 
crammed  ibe  pockets  of  hor  hero  with  giiigerbraod  and  dough- 
nuta— muny  a  copper  riug  laiigcd,  ond  crookud  six- 

pence broken,  in  pk^g»  uf  unstoncy — and  tliL-re  ro- 

main  extant  to  thia  day  e  trscs  written  on  that  oo- 

oasiini,  anflicii-ntly  crabbeiJ  iprdionsiblo  to  ouufoimd 

the  whole  universe 

But  it  was  a  moving  s  the  buxom  laasca,  how 

they  hung  about  the  doughiy  , ny  Van  Corlear — for  ho 

was  a  jolly,  rosy-faced,  lusty  Ijachdor,  fond  of  his  joke,  aiid 
withal  a  desperate  rogue  among  the  women.  Fain  would 
they  have  kept  him  to  comfort  them  while  the  army  was 
away  ;  fur  besides  what  I  have  said  of  him,  it  i&  no  more  than 
justice  to  add,  that  he  was  a  kind-hearted  soul,  noted  for  his 
benevolent  attentions  in  comforting  disconsolate  wives  during 
the  abse'nce  of  their  husbands — and  this  made  him  to  bo  very 
much  regarded  by  the  honest  burghers  of  the  city.  But 
nothing  could  keep  the  valiant  Antony  from  following  the 
heels  of  the  old  governor,  whom  he  loved  as  he  did  his  very 
soul — so  embracing  all  the  young  vrouws,  and  giving  every 
one  of  them  that  had  good  teeth  and  rosy  lips  a  dozen  hearty 
smacks,  he  dt'parted  loaded  with  their  kind  wishes. 

Nor  was  the  departure  of  the  gallant  Peter  among  the 
least  causes  of  public  distress.  Though  the  old  governor 
was  by  no  means  indulgent  to  the  follies  and  waywardness  of 
his  subjects,  yet  someliow  or  other  he  had  become  strangely 
popular  among  the  people.  There  is  something  so  captivating 
in  personal  bravery,  that,  with  the  common  maaa  of  maokinl 
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it  takes  the  lead  of  most  other  merits.    The  simple  folk  of 
New  Amsterdam  looked  upon  Peter  Stuy  vesant  as  a  prodigy 
of  valor.     His  wooden  leg,  that  trophy  of  his  martial  en- 
counters, was  regarded  with  reverence  and  admiration.    Every 
old  burgher  had  a  budget  of  miraculous  stories  to  tell  about 
the  exploits  of  Hardkoppig  Pict,  wherewith  he  regaled  his 
children  of  a  long  winter  night;  and  on  which  he  dwelt  with 
as  much  delight  and  exaggeration,  as  do  our  honest  country 
yeomen  on  the  hardy  adventures   of  old   General   Putnam 
(or,  as  he  is  &miliarly  termed,  Old  Put)  during  our  glorious 
revolution.     Not  an  individual  but  verily  believed  the  old 
governor  was  a  match  for  Beelzebub  himself;  and  there  was 
even  a  story  told,  with  great  mystery,  and  under  the  roso,  of 
his  having  shot  the  devil  with  a  silver  bullet  one  dark  stormy 
night,  as  he  was  sailing  in  a  canoe  through  Ilell-gate — but  this 
1  do  not  record  as  being  an  absolute  fact.     Perish  the  man 
who  would  let  &11  a  drop  to  discolor  the  pure  stream  of  his- 
tory ! 

Certain  it  is,  not  an  old  woman  in  New  Amsterd^im  but 

considered  Peter  Stuy  vesant  as  a  tower  of  strength,  and  rested 

satisfied  that  the  public  welfare  was  secure,  so  long  as  he  was 

in  the  city.     It  is  not  surprising,  then,  that  they  looked  upon 

his  departure  as  a  sore  affliction.     With  heavy  hearts  tliey 

draggled  at  the  heels  of  his  troop,  as  they  marched  down  to 

^  river  side  to  embark.     The  governor  from  the  stern  of 

his  schooner  gave  a  short  but  truly  patriarchal  address  to  his 

citiiena^  wherein  he  recommended  them  to  comport  like  loyal 

wd  peaceable  subjects — to  go  to  church  regularly  on  Sundays, 

^d  to  mind  their  business  all  the  week  besides.     That  the 

^om^  should  be  dutiful  and  afTcctionatc  to  their  husbands — 
16 
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I<x)king  afl*r  nobody's  ccmucma  but  tieir  own  ;  eschewing  all 
g"ssipiii^  anJ  iiionuiig  gaddiiiga — ooiil  currying  «hort  tnngucs 
nnd  lung  prttiuuitls.  Timt  the  int>n  ithoulil  absuin  from  inter- 
mLtldling  in  public  eoneems,  intrusting  th«  imtvs  of  goveni- 
nicnt  to  tho  ofBoors  ajipc  ipport  tbi-rn — Ht^yiiig  al 

home,  like  good  citizens,  n  m^y  1<)t  thomsidves,  and 

getting  children  fur  tlic  bei  lii-ir  country.     That  tlia 

burgunuisters  should  lool  tlie  public  intircBt — not 

opprewring  the  poor  nor  it  i  rich — not  Insking  thtir 

ingenuity  to  dovise  new  la  litbfully  eafurcing  thoM 

which  were  already  made— r__„,_  'Uding  their  attention  to 
prevent  evil  than  to  punish  it;  ever  recollecting  that  ci\il 
mngistrates  should  consider  tlicmsclvcs  more  as  guardians  of 
public  morale  than  rat-catchers  employed  to  entrap  public 
delinquents.  Finally,  he  exhorted  them,  one  and  all,  high  and 
low,  ricli  and  poor,  to  conduct  thernselvea  as  mell  as  ihey  touhl, 
assuring  thom  that  if  they  faithfully  and  conseieiitiously  com- 
plied with  this  golden  rule,  there  was  no  danger  but  that  they 
would  all  conduct  themselves  well  enough.  This  done,  he 
gave  them  a  paternal  benediction  ;  the  sturdy  Antony  sounded 
a  most  loving  farewell  wilh  his  trumpet,  the  jolly  crews  put 
up  a  shout  of  triumph,  and  the  inviiiciblo  armada  swept  off 
proudly  down  the  bay. 

Tim  good  people  of  Now  Amsterdam  crowded  down  to  the 
Battery — that  blest  resort,  from  whence  so  many  a  tender 
pr,i\er  has  been  wafted,  so  many  a  fair  hand  waved,  so  many 
a  tearful  look  been  cast  by  lovesick  damsel,  after  the  lessen- 
ing bark,  hearing  her  adventurous  swain  to  distant  climes  ! — 
Here  the  populace  watched  with  straining  eyca  the  gallant 
squadron,  as  it  slowly  Qoatcd  down  tho  bay,  and  when  the 
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intervening  land  at  the  Narrows  shut  it  from  their  sight, 
gradually  dispersed  with  silent  tongues  and  downcast  coun- 
tenances. 

A  heavy  gloom  hung  over  the  late  bustling  city — the 
honest  burghers  smoked  their  pipes  in  profound  thoughtful. 
ness,  casting  many  a  wistful  look  to  the  weathercock  on  the 
church  of  St.  Nicholas ;  and  all  the  old  women,  having  no 
longer  the  presence  of  Peter  Stuyvcsant  to  hearten  them, 
gathered  their  children  home,  and  barricaded  the  doors  and 
windows  every  evening  at  sundown. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  armada  of  the  sturdy  Peter  proceeded 
prosperously  on  its  voyage,  and  after  encountering  about  as 
many  storms,  and  water-spouts,  and  whales,  and  other  horrors 
and  phenomena,  as  generally  befall  adventurous  landsmen  in 
perilous  voyages  of  the  kind ;  and  after  undergoing  a  severe 
scouring  from  that  deplorable  and  impitied  malady  called  sea- 
sickness, the  whole  squadron  arrived  safely  in  the  Delaware. 

Without  so  much  as  dropping  anchor  and  giving  his 
wearied  ships  time  to  breathe,  after  laboring  so  long  on  the 
ocean,  the  intrepid  Peter  pursued  his  course  up  the  Delaware, 
and  made  a  sudden  appearance  before  Fort  Casimir.  Having 
summoned  the  astonished  garrison  by  a  terrific  blast  from  the 
trumpet  of  the  long-winded  Van  Corlear,  he  demanded,  in  a 
tone  of  thunder,  an  instant  surrender  of  the  fort.  To  this 
demand,  Suen  Skytte,  the  wind-dried  commandant,  replied  in 
a  shrill,  whiffling  voice,  which,  by  reason  of  his  extreme  sparo- 
ncss,  sounded  like  the  wind  whistling  through  a  broken  bel- 
lows— ^  That  he  had  no  very  strong  reason  for  refusing,  except 
that  the  demand  was  particularly  disagreeable,  as  he  had  been 
ordered  to  maintain  his  post  to  the  last  extremity."     lie  re- 
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qnMt«d  time,  therefore,  to  oonault  with  Governor  Risiiigh,  and 
^  propos«d  a  truce  ftir  that  purpose. 

The  iholerie  Peter,  indignant  at  hai-ing  hia  rightful  fort  so 
traacherouiily  taken  from  him,  and  thus  pcriinacaously  with- 
held, refused  the  proposi  '  and  Bwore  by  the  pipe 
of  St.  Nicholas,  which,  liki  d  fire,  was  never  extin- 
gublied,  that  unlc^  thr  fort  "cndorod  in  ttin  minutes, 
be  would  incontinently  sto  ks,  maki^  all  th<.<  garrison 
run  the  gauntlet,  and  apli  >undrel  of  a  command'?r 
like  a  pickW  shad.  To  enace  the  greater  BfTtyit, 
he  dri'w  forth  his  trusty  i  I  shook  it  at  them  with 
such  a  licrcc  and  vigorous  motion,  that  doubtless,  if  it  had  not 
been  exceeding  rusty,  it  would  have  liglitoned  terror  into  tho 
eyes  and  hearts  of  the  enemy.  He  then  ordered  his  men  to 
bring  a  broadside  to  bear  upon  the  fort,  consisting  of  two 
swivels,  three  muskets,  a  long  dmjt  fowling-piece,  and  two 
brace  of  horac-pislols. 

In  the  mean  time  the  sturdy  Van  Corlcar  marshalled  all 
the  forces,  and  commenced  his  warlike  operations.  Distend- 
ing his  cheeks  like  a  very  Boreas,  he  kept  up  a  most  horrific 
twanging  of  his  trumpet — the  lusty  choristers  of  Sing-Sing 
broke  forth  into  a  hideous  song  of  battle — tho  warriors  of 
Breuckelen  and  the  Wallabont  blew  a  potent  and  astonishing 
blast  on  their  conch  shells,  altogether  forming  as  outrageous 
a  concerto  as  though  five  thousand  French  fiddlers  were  dis- 
playing their  skill  in  a  modern  overture. 

Whether  the  formidable  front  of  war  thus  suddenly  pre- 
sented smoto  the  garison  with  sore  dismay — or  whether  the 
concluding  terms  of  tho  summoai,  which  mentioned  that  he 
should   surrender  "  at  discretion,"   were  mistaken  by  Suen 
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Skyttei  who,  though  a  Swede,  was  a  verj  considerate,  easy- 
tempered  man— as  a  compliment  to  his  discretion,  I  will  not 
take  upon  me  to  say ;  certain  it  is  he  found  it  impossible  to 
resist  so  courteous  a  demand.  Accordingly,  in  the  very  nick 
of  time,  just  as  the  cabin-boy  had  gone  after  a  coal  of  fire,  to 
discharge  the  swIyqI,  a  chamade  was  beat  on  the  rampart  by 
the  only  drum  in  the  garrison,  to  the  no  small  satisfiictlon  of 
both  parties ;  who,  notwithstanding  their  great  stomach  for 
fighting,  had  full  as  good  an  inclination  to  eat  a  quiet  dinner  as 
to  exchange  black  eyes  and  bloody  noses. 

Thus  did  this  impregnable  fortress  once  more  return  to  the 
domination  of  their  High  Mightinesses ;  Skytte  and  his  gar- 
rison of  twenty  men  were  allowed  to  march  out  with  the 
honors  of  war,  and  the  victorious  Peter,  who  was  as  generous 
as  brave,  permitted  them  to  keep  possession  of  all  their  arms 
»nd  ammunition — the  same  on  inspection  being  found  totally 
unfit  for  service,  having  long  rusted  in  the  magazine  of  the 
fijrtress,  even  before  it  was  wrested  by  the  Swedes  from  the 
windy  Van  PofTenburgh.  But  I  must  not  omit  to  mention 
that  the  governor  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  service  of  his 
fiiithful  squire  Van  Corlear,  in  the  reduction  of  this  great  for- 
tress, that  he  made  him  on  the  spot  lord  of  a  goodly  domain 
in  the  vicinity  of  New  Amsterdam — ^which  goes  by  the  name 
of  Corlear's  Hook  unto  this  very  day. 

The  unexampled  liberality  of  Peter  Stuyvesant  towards 

the  Swedes,  occasioned  great  surprise  in  the  city  of  New 

Amsterdam — ^nay,  certain  factious  individuals,  who  had  been 

ttilightened  by  political  meetings  in  the  days  of  William  the 

Testy,  but  who  hod  not  dared  to  indulge  their  meddlesome 

habits  under  the  eye  of  their  present  ruler,  now,  emboldened 
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l>y  hia  absciKw,  gave  vent  Ui  their  cunsures  io  the  strceL 
Murmurs  were  heard  in  the  very  council-chamber  of  Novf 
Anislvniatn;  and  there  is  no  knowing  whether  they  might 
not  huvo  broken  out  into  do«Tirlghl  eiieeches  and  invcetivea, 
had  not  Pulnr  Stuyvcsan  wnt  home  hia  walliing- 

KtafT,  to  be  laid  us  a  maoe  of  titc  ouuneJl-olianiber, 

in  the  midst  of  his  coun:  like  wIm  men,  took  the 

hint,  and  fur  ever  after  h  «, 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

UIOWIICO  TBI  GREAT  ADTANTAOE  THAT  THE  AUTHOR  HAS  07ER  HIS  READER 
IN  TIME  or  BATTLE — TOOETnER  WITH  DIVERS  PORTENTOUS  MOVRM ENTS  ; 
WHICH  BETOKEN  THAT  SOMETHING  TERRIBLE  IS  ABOUT  TO  HAPPEN. 

T  IKE  as  a  mighty  alderman,  when  at  a  corporation  feast  the 
-"-^  first  spoonful  of  turtle-soup  salutes  his  palate,  feels  his 
appetite  but  tenfold  quickened,  and  redoubles  his  vigorous 
attacks  upon  the  tureen ;  while  his  projecting  eyes  roll  greedi- 
ly round,  devouring  every  thing  at  table — so  did  the  mcctle- 
soine  Peter  Stuyvesant  feel  that  hunger  for  martial  glory, 
vrhich  raged  within  his  bowels,  inflamed  by  the  capture  of 
Fort  Casimir,  and  nothing  could  allay  it  but  the  conquest  of 
all  New  Sweden.  No  sooner,  therefore,  had  he  secured  his 
conquest,  than  he  stumped  resolutely  on,  flushed  with  success, 
to  gather  fresh  laurels  at  Fort  Christina.* 

This  was  the  grand  Swedish  post,  established  on  a  small 
river  (or,  as  it  is  improperly  termed,  creek)  of  the  same 
name ;  and  here  that  crafty  governor  Jan  Risingh  lay  grimly 
drawn  up,  like  a  gray-bearded  spider  in  the  citadel  of  his  web. 

But  before  we  hurry  into  the  direful  scenes  which  must 
attend  the  meeting  of  two  such  potent  chieftains,  it  is  advi- 

*  At  preacDt  a  flourishing  town,  caHed  Christiana,  or  Christoen,  about 
thirtj-fleTen  miles  from  Philadelphia,  on  the  post-roud  to  Baltimore. 
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Mble  to  pnM  fer  ft  ino(nrat,Md  hoU  ft  UMd  of  wwUb  «aafr 

dL  Btftks  di'MU  not  U  nidnl  iKo  ywripihMgly  bjr  the 
lurtorwn  and  hU  rra.lm,  aa;  nof*  tbn  by  ifc*  fOMnl  aad 
kb  Kddwra.  l'h«  jrrnt  conmndtfs  of  aniqriiy  nenr  «■- 
g]^  the  «» fi.j  wUhovt  |w^»i»ig  ihtt  mink  of 

their  (Mawen  by  ■Bimab  ■ ;  q»tritlif  theni  op  to 

heroic  deeds  aMuring  ihl  i>MlioB  of  the  god*,  and 

bufinag  tbei  n  wtlfc  ft  e  le  proreae  at  thtjr  fead- 

aa.    So  the  liisiuriiB  d  the  ftUiatlaft  and  cnliat 

tbe  jMunona  •  Y  km  rcadu.  ag  act  than  all  on  fini 

with  the  ioip<  irt.-m'-x  '<(  htn  ;  abould  pot  hiitnt-lf  at 

their  hp*),  flourish  his  pen,  and  lead  Ibem  on  to  the  thickest 
uf  the  fight. 

An  illustrious  example  of  this  rule  may  be  soon  in  that 
mirnir  of  historians,  the  immortal  Thucyditles.  Having  ar- 
rived at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Peloponnesian  war,  one  of 
his  commentators  observes  that  "  he  somids  the  charge  in  all 
the  disposition  and  spirit  of  Homer.  lie  catalogues  ihc  allies 
<m  both  sides.  lie  awakens  our  expectations,  and  fast  engages 
our  attention.  All  mankind  are  concerned  in  the  important 
p()int  now  going  to  l>c  decided.  Endeavors  are  made  to  dis- 
ehise  futurity.  Heaven  itself  is  interested  in  the  dispute. 
The  earth  totters,  and  nature  seems  to  labor  with  the  great 
event.  This  is  his  solemn,  sublimo  manner  of  setting  out. 
Thus  he  magnifies  a  war  between  two,  as  Itapin  styles  them, 
petty  stales  ;  and  thus  artfully  he  supports  a  little  subject  by 
treating  it  in  a  great  and  noble  method." 

In  like  manner,  having  conducted  my  readers  into  the 
very  teelh  of  peril— having  followed  the  adventurous  Peter 
and  his  band  into  foreign  regions — surrounded  by  foes,  and 
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stunned  by  the  horrid  din  of  arms — ^atthis  important  moment, 
while  darkness  and  doubt  hang  o'er  each  coming  chapter,  I 
hold  it  meet  to  harangue  them,  and  prepare  them  for  tiie 
events  that  are  to  follow. 

And  here  I  would  premise  one  great  advantage  which,  as 
historian,  I  posses  over  my  reader ;  and  this  it  is,  that  though 
I  cannot  save  the  life  of  my  favorite  hero,  nor  absolutely  con- 
tradict the  event  of  a  battle  (both  which  liberties,  though  oflen 
taken  by  the  French  writers  of  the  present  reign,  I  hold  to  bo 
utterly  unworthy  of  a  scrupulous  historian),  yet  I  can  now 
and  then  make  him  bestow  on  his  enemy  a  sturdy  back-stroke 
sufficient  to  fell  a  giant ;  though,  in  honest  truth,  he  may  never 
have  done  any  thing  of  the  kind — or  I  can  drive  his  antagonist 
clear  round  and  round  the  Aeld,  as  did  Homer  make  that  fine 
fellow  Hector  scamper  like  a  poltroon  round  the  walls  of 
Troy  ;  for  which,  if  ever  they  have  encountered  one  anotlier 
in  the  Elysian  fields,  Til  warrant  the  prince  of  poets  has  had 
to  make  the  most  humble  apology. 

I  am  aware  that  many  conscientious  readers  will  be  ready 
U)  cry  out  "  foul  play  !  "  whenever  I  render  a  little  assistance 
to  my  hero— but  I  consider  it  one  of  those  privileges  exer- 
cised by  historians  of  all  ages — and  one  which  has  never  been 
disputed.  An  historian  is,  in  fact,  as  it  were,  bound  in  honor 
to  stand  by  his  hero— the  fame  of  the  latter  is  intnisted  to  his 
hands,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  do  the  best  by  it  he  can.  Never 
was  there  a  general,  an  admiral,  or  any  other  commander, 
who,  in  giving  account  of  any  battle  he  had  fought,  did  not 
sorely  belabor  the  enemy ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  had  my 
heroes  written  the  history  of  their  own  achievements,  they 

would  have  dealt  much  harder  blows  than  any  that  I  shall  re- 
IC* 
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count.  BtAnding  forth,  thcrefiire,  u  the  gnardian  of  tbclr 
&tne,  it  bc-hooves  me  to  do  them  the  same  justice  iiiey  woultl 
havu  dono  themselves;  and  if  1  hap]H'n  to  h«  a  liltlo  hard 
upon  the  SweJcs,  I  give  free  It-nvs  to  any  of  their  dcsconcliints, 
who  may  write  a  sto  "  "'  "  i  of  Delaware,  to  take  fair 
retaliation,  and  bclabu,  ?jiant  as  hard  as  they  pleasa. 

Tberoforo  stand  1  leads  and  bloody  noses  I — 

My  pon  hath  long  it  e — siege  after  siege  liave  I 

coh-icd  on  without  i  dahal ;  but  now  1  have  at 

]i4igth  got  a  cliuiicv,  a  Heaven  and  Si.  Nicholas, 

that,  lot  the  clironiclei]  les  say  what  they  pIei»o, 

neither  Sallust,  Livy,  Taoitiis,  iV.ijbiiis,  nor  any  other  hisl.>- 
rian,  did  ever  record  a  fiercer  fight  than  that  in  which  my 
valiant  chicAains  arc  now  ab<tut  to  engage. 

And  you,  oh  most  excellent  readers,  whom,  for  your  faith- 
ful adherence,  I  could  cherish  in  the  warmest  corner  of  my 
heart — bo  not  uncaosy — trust  the  fate  of  our  favorite  Stuy- 
vesant  with  me — for  by  the  rood,  come  what  may,  I'll  stick  by 
Ilardkoppig  Piet  to  the  last.  I'll  make  him  drive  about  those 
loscls  vile,  as  did  the  renowned  Lsuneclot  of  the  L.iko  a  herd 
of  recreant  Cornish  knights — and  if  he  does  fall,  let  me  never 
draw  my  pen  to  fight  another  battle  in  behalf  of  a  bravo 
man,  if  I  don't  make  these  lubberly  Swedes  pay  for  it 

No  sooner  had  Peter  Stuyvesant  arrived  at  Fort  Christina 
than  he  proceeded  without  delay  to  intrench  himself,  and  im- 
mediately on  running  his  first  parallel,  dispatched  Antony 
Van  Corlear  to  summon  the  fortress  to  surrender.  Van  Cor- 
lear  was  received  with  all  duo  formality,  hoi^idwinkcd  at  the 
portal,  and  conducted  through  a  pestiferous  smell  of  salt  fish 
and  onions  to  the  citadel,  a  substantial  hut  built  of  pine  loga. 
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Ilia  eyes  were  here  uncovered,  and  he  found  himself  in  the 
mugust  presence  of  Governor  Risingh.     This  chieftain,  as  I 
have  before  noted,  was  a  very  giantly  man  ]  and  was  clad  in 
a  coarse  blue  coat,  strapped  round  the  waist  with  a  leathern 
belt,  which  caused  the  enormous  skirts  and  pockets  to  set  off 
with  a  very  warlike  sweep.     His  ponderous  legs  were  cased 
in  a  pair  of  foxy-colored  jackboots,  and  ho  was  straddling  in 
the  attitude  of  the  Colossus  of  Rhodes,  before  a  bit   of 
broken  looking-glass,  shaving  himself  with  a  villanously  dull 
razor.    This  afflicting  operation  caused  him  to  make  a  series 
of  horrible  grimaces,  which  heightened  exceedingly  the  grisly 
terrors  of  his  visage.     On  Antony  Van  Corlear's  being  an- 
nounced, the  grim  commander  paused  for  a  moment,  in  the 
midst  of  one  of  his  most  hard-favored  contortions,  and  after 
eyeing  him  askance  over  the  shoulder,  with  a  kind  of  snarling 
grin  on  his  countenance,  resumed  his  labors  at  the  glass. 

Tliis  iron  harvest  being  reaped,  he  turned  once  more  to  the 
tnimpcter,  and  demanded  the  purport  of  his  errand.     Antony 
♦  «n  Corlear  delivered  in  a  few  words,  being  a  kind  of  short- 
ed speaker,  a  long  message  from  his  excellency,  recounting 
the  whole  history  of  the  province,  with  a  recapitulation  of 
grievances,  and  enumeration  of  claims,  and  concluding  with  a 
peremptory  demand  of  instant  surrender ;   which  done,  ho 
turned  aside,  took  his  nose  between  his  thumb  and  fingers,  and 
blew  a  tremendous  blast,  not  unlike  the  flourish  of  a  trumpet 
of  defiance — ^which  it  had  doubtless  learned  from  a  long  and 
intimate  neighborhood  with  that  melodious  instrument. 

Governor  Risingh  heard  him  through,  trumpet  and  all,  but 
with  infinite  impatience ;  leaning  at  times,  as  was  his  usual  cus- 
tom, on  the  pommel  of  his  sword,  and  at  times  twirling  a  huge 
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Bteul  wntch-chain,  or  snapping  his  fingDrs.  Van  Corlcar  hnving 
fiiiiHhcd,  he   bluntly  rcpli<<d,  that  Peter  StuyvcMant  and  his 

emnmona  might  go  to  the  <1 1,  Mhllhi'f  he  hoped  to  send 

liini  and  his  crew  of  nigiiinulTins  bi'fure  Buppi-'r-timo.  Then 
unsheathing  his  brass'  tuid  throwing  away  tlto 

ecabbard — "  'Forogud,"  but  I  will  not  sheathe  thca 

agiun  until  I  make  a  the  ainokc-dricd  leathern 

hide  of  this  runagate  Then  having  flung  a  firroo 

dvfuuioe  in  tho  t«eth  ot  ry  by  the  lips  of  his  me»- 

iMMigi.-r,  the  latter  was  ri  io  the  portal,  ^ith  nil  ths 

wrpni onions  civility  due  u  iputer,  squire,  and  atnttw-  ,9 

Bodor  of  so  great  a  commander ;  and  being  again  unWinded, 
was  courteously  dismissed  w  ith  a  tweak  of  the  nose,  to  assist 
him  in  recollecting  his  message. 

No  sooner  did  the  gallant  Peter  receive  this  insiilent  reply 
than  he  let  fly  a  tremendous  volley  of  red-hot  oxeeratiims, 
which  would  infallibly  have  battered  down  the  fort ifi cat i<ins, 
and  blown  up  the  powder  magazine  about  the  cars  of  the  fiery 
Swede,  had  nr)t  the  ramparts  been  remarkably  strong,  and  tho 
magazine  bomb-proof.  Perceiving  that  the  works  withstood 
this  ti.'rrltlc  blast,  and  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  (as  it 
really  was  in  those  unphilosophic  days)  to  carry  on  a  war 
with  words,  he  ordered  his  merry  men  all  to  prepare  for  an 
immediate  assault.  But  here  a  strange  murmur  broke  out 
amnng  his  troops,  beginning  with  the  tribe  of  the  Van  Bum- 
mels,  those  valiant  trenchermen  of  tho  Bronx,  and  spreading 
fruni  man  to  man,  accompanied  with  certain  mutinous  looks 
and  discontented  murmurs.  For  once  in  his  life,  and  only  for 
once,  did  tho  great  Peter  turn  pale,  for  lie  verily  thought  his 
«  going  to  falter  in  this  hour  of  perilous  trial,  and 
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thus  to  tarnish  for  ever  the  fame  of  the  province  of  New 
Netherlands. 

But  soon  did  he  discover,  to  his  great  joy,  that  in  his  sus- 
picion he  deeply  wronged  his  most  undaunted  army  ;  for  the 
cause  of  this  agitation  and  uneasiness  simply  was,  that  the 
hour  of  dinner  was  at  hand,  and  it  would  have  almost  broken 
the  hearts  of  these  regular  Dutch  warriors  to  have  broken  in 
upon  the  invariable  routine  of  their  habits.  Besides,  it  was 
an  established  rule  among  our  ancestors  always  to  fight  upon 
a  full  stomach ;  and  to  this  may  be  doubtless  attributed  the 
circumstance  that  they  came  to  bo  so  renowned  in  arms. 

And  now  are  the  hearty  men  of  the  Manhattoes,  and  their 
no^less  hearty  comrades,  all  lustily  engaged  under  the  trees, 
bufieting  stoutly  with  the  contents  of  their  wallets,  and  taking 
such  affectionate  embraces  of  their  canteens  and  pottles,  as 
though  they  verily  believed  they  were  to  be  the  last.  And 
as  I  foresee  we  shall  have  hot  work  in  a  page  or  two,  I  advise 
my  readers  to  do  the  same,  for  which  purpose  I  will  bring 
this  chapter  to  a  close ;  giving  them  my  word  of  honor,  that 
no  advantage  shall  bo  taken  of  this  armistice  to  surprise,  or 
in  any  wise  molest,  the  honest  Nederlanders,  while  at  their 
vigorous  repast. 


"  "VfOW  JuiiJ  the  Dutchmen  snatohc<]  a  hiigp  reprist,"  and 
■^'  finding  thcmsctvca  wonderfully  encouraged  and  ani- 
mated  thertby,  prepared  to  take  the  field.  Expectation,  says 
tlie  writer  of  the  Stujvesant  manuscript — Expectation  now 
Btood  on  stiha.  The  world  forgot  to  turn  round,  or  rather 
stood  still,  that  it  might  witness  the  affray  ;  like  a  round- 
bellied  alderman,  watching  the  combat  of  two  chivalrous  flies 
upon  his  jerkin.  The  eyes  of  all  mankind,  as  usual  in  such 
cases,  were  turned  upon  Fort  Christina.  The  sun,  like  a  lit- 
tle man  in  a  crowd  at  a  puppet-show,  scampered  about  the 
heavens,  popping  his  head  here  and  there,  and  endeavoring  to 
get  a  ]>pcp  between  the  unmannerly  clouila  that  obtruded  them- 
selves in  his  way.  The  historians  filled  their  inkhorns — the 
poets  went  without  their  dinners,  either  that  they  might  buy 
paper  and  goose-quills,  or  because  they  could  not  get  any 
thing  to  eat.  Antiquity  scowled  sulkily  out  of  its  grave,  to 
see  its<'lf  outdone — while  even  PostiTity  stood  mute,  gazing 
In  gaping  ecstasy  of  relroBpection  on  the  eventful  field. 

The  immortal  deities,  who  whilom  had  seen  service  at  the 
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"  ofEiir  "  of  IVoy — ^now  mounted  their  feather-bed  clouds,  and 
sailed  over  the  plain,  or  mingled  among  the  combatants  in 
diflerent  disguises,  all  itching  to  have  a  fuiger  in  the  pie.  Jupi^ 
ter  sent  off  his  thunderbolt  to  a  noted  coppersmith,  to  have  it 
furbished  up  for  the  direful  occasion.  Venus  vowed  by  her 
chastity  to  patronize  the  Swedes,  and  in  semblance  of  a  blear- 
eyed  trull  paraded  the  battlements  of  Fort  Christina,  accom- 
panied by  Piana,  as  a  sci^eaut's  widow,  of  cracked  reputation. 
The  noted  bully,  Mars,  stuck  two  horse-pistols  into  his  belt, 
shouldered  a  rusty  firelock,  and  gallantly  swaggered  at  their 
elbow,  as  a  drunken  corporal — ^while  Apollo  trudged  in  their 
rear,  as  a  bandy-legged  fifer,  playing  most  villanously  out  of 
tune. 

On  the  other  side,  the  ox-eyed  Juno,  who  had  gained  a 
pair  of  black  eyes  over  night,  in  one  of  her  curtain  lectures 
with  old  Jupiter,  displayed  her  haughty  beauties  on  a  baggage 
wagon — ^Minerva,  as  a  brawny  gin-suttler,  tucked  up  her 
skirts,  brandished  her  fists,  and  swore  most  heroically,  in  ex- 
ceeding bad  Dutch  (having  but  lately  studied  the  language,) 
by  way  of  keeping  up  the  spirits  of  the  soldiera, ;  while  Vul- 
can halted  as  a  dub-footed  blacksmith,  lately  promoted  to  be 
a  captain  of  militia.  All  was  silent  awe,  or  bustling  preparor- 
tion  :  war  reared  his  horrid  front,  gnashed  loud  his  iron  fangs, 
and  shook  his^  direful  crest  of  bristling  bayonets. 

And  now  the  mightychieflains  marshalled  out  their  hosts. 
Here  stood  stout  Kisingh,  firm  as  a  thousand  rocks — incrust- 
ed  with  stockades,  and  intrenched  to  the  chin  in  mud  batteries. 
His  valiant  soldiery  lined  the  breastwork  in  grim  array,  each 
having  hb  mustachios  fiercely  greased,  and  his  hair  pomatum- 
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ed  back,  ind  ijuciiih!  so  stiffly,  that  In-  griiiiK^d  abuvo  thr 
pATto  like  ».  grislj'  diuth's  head. 

There  c.iinf  on  the  intn^pid  PuUir — his  brows  knil,  his 
tooth  set,  his  tials  clenched,  aluicHit  brmtbiiig  forth  vuluiiies  (if 
fmokejBOlirrt'cuns  tli<  |rd  witJiin  his  bosom.     Ilia 

futhflil  sqiiiro  \an  C  ;od  vuliuntly  At  his  heels, 

with  hia  tru[ii|H^t  ffir^  fkcd  with  red  and  yellow 

ribbons,  the  remcmbr.  air  iniKtreasoa  at  tlie  Maii- 

hatto«8.    Then  came  *  the  sturdy  chivalry  of  the 

Hudson.    Thera  wer«  j-cks,  and  the  Voii  Dyck% 

and  the  Ten  Eycks— the  -^sscs,  the  Van  Tassels,  th*-^ 

Van  Grolb ;  the  \aii  Tlueseiis,  the  Van  Giesons,  and  the  Vun 
Bhinoins— the  \'au  Warts,  tim  Van  Winkles,  the  Van  Dams  ; 
the  Van  Pelts,  thu  Van  Rippers,  and  the  Van  Brunts.  Tliere 
were  the  Van  Homes,  the  ^'an  Ilouks,  the  Van  Bunachotens ;" 
the  Van  Geldcrs,  the  Van  Arsdales,  and  the  Van  BumnieU; 
the  VanJcr  Belts,  the  Vander  Hoofs,  the  Vander  Voorts,  the 
Viuider  Lyns,  the  Vander  Pools,  and  the  Vander  Spittles — 
then  came  the  IIolTmans,  the  Huoghlands,  the  Hoppers,  the 
Cloppcrs,  the  Rycknians,  the  Dyckmans,  the  Hogeliooms,  the 
KosebotJms,  the  Oothouts,  the  Qiiaekcn bosses,  the  Roerliacks, 
the  Garrebrantzes,  the  Bensons,  the  Brouwers,  the  Waldrons, 
the  Onderdonks,  the  Varra  Vangers,  the  Schcrmerhorns,  the 
Stouten  burghs,  the  Brinkerhoffs,  the  Biintecoua,  the  Knieker- 
boekcrs,  the  Hockstrassers,  the  Ten  Breeeheses  and  the  Tough 
Brcechescs,  with  a  host  more  of  worthies,  whose  names  are 
too  crabbed  to  be  written,  or  if  they  could  be  written,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  man  to  utter — all  fortified  with  a 
mighty  diimcr,  and  to  use  the  words  of  a  great  Dutch  poet, 
"  Brimful  of  »r*tli  tud  cabbige." 
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For  an  instant  the  mighty  Peter  paused  in  the  midst  of 
his  career,  and  mounting  on  a  stump,  addressed  his  troops  in 
eloquent  Low  Dutch,  exhorting  them  to  fight  like  duyvels^  and 
assuring  them  that  if  they  conquered,  they  should  get  plenty 
of  booty — if  they  fell,  they  should  be  allowed  the  satisfaction, 
while  dying,  of  reflecting  that  it  was  in  the  service  of  their 
country — and  afler  they  were  dead,  of  seeing  their  names  in- 
scribed in  the  temple  of  renown,  and  handed  down,  in  com- 
pany with  all  the  other  great  men  of  the  year,  for  the  admi- 
ration of  posterity. — Finally,  he  swore  to  them,  on  the  word 
of  a  governor  (and  they  knew  him  too  well  to  doubt  it  for  a 
moment),  that  if  he  caught  any  mother^s  son  of  them  looking 
pale,  of  playing  craven,  he  would  curry  his  hide  till  he  made 
him  run  out  of  it  like  a  snake  in  spring  time. — Then  lugging 
out  his  trusty  sabre,  he  brandished  it  three  times  over  his 
head,  ordered  Van  Corlear  to  sound  a  charge,  and  shouting 
the  words  ^  St.  Nicholas  and  the  Manhattoes  !  "  courageously 
dashed  forwards.  His  warlike  followers,  who  had  employed 
*the  interval  in  lighting  their  pipes,  instantly  stuck  them  into 
their  mouths,  gave  a  furious  puff,  and  charged  gallantly  under 
cover  of  the  smoke. 

The  Swedish  garrison,  ordered  by  the  cunning  Risingh  not 
to  fire  until  they  could  distinguish  the  whites  of  their  assail- 
ants' eyes,  stood  in  horrid  silence  on  the  covert-way,  until  the 
eager  Dutchmen  had  ascended  the  glacis.  Then  did  they  pour 
into  them  such  a  tremendous  volley,  that  the  very  hills  quaked 
around,  and  were  terrified  even  unto  an  incontinence  of  water, 
insomuch  that  certain  springs  burst  forth  from  their  sides, 
which  continue  to  run  unto  the  present  day.  Not  a  Dutch- 
ip^  but  would  have  bitten  the  dust  beneath  that  dreadful  fire. 
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of  an  hour,  waged  stubborn  fight  with  a  little  pursy  Swedish 
drummer ;  whose  hide  he  drummed  most  magnificently,  and 
whom  he  would  infallibly  have  annihilated  on  the  spot,  but 
that  he  had  come  into  the  battle  with  no  other  weapon  but 
his  trumpet. 

But  now  the  combat  thickened. — On  came  the  mighty 
Jacobus  Varra  Vanger  and  the  fighting  men  of  the  Walla- 
bout  ;  after  them  thundered  the  Van  Pelts  of  Esopus,  together 
with  the  Van  Rippers  and  the  Van  Brunts,  bearing  down  all 
before  them — then  the  Suy  Dams,  and  the  Van  Dams,  press- 
ing forward  with  many  a  blustering  oath,  at  the  head  of  the 
warriors  of  Hell-gate,  dad  in  their  thunder  and  lightning  gal)- 
erdines ;  and  lastly,  the  standard-bearers  and  body-guard  of 
Peter  Stuy  vesant,  bearing  the  great  beaver  of  the  Manhattoes. 
And  now  commenced  the  horrid  din,  the  desperate  strug- 
gle, the  maddening  ferocity,  the  frantic  desperation,  the  confu- 
sion and  self-abandonment  of  war.      Dutchman  and  Swede 
commingled,  tugged,  panted,  and  blowed.     Tlie  heavens  were 
darkened  with  a  tempest  of  missives.     Bang  !  went  the  guns 
— whack  !  went  the  broad-swords — thump  !  went  the  cudgels 
—crash!  went  the  musket-stocks  —  blows  —  kicks  —  cuffs — 
scratches — ^black  eyes  and  bloody  noses  swelling  the  horrors 
of  the  scene !     Thick  thwack,  cut  and  hack,  helter-skelter, 
higgledy-piggledy,  hurly-burly,  head  over  heels,  rough  and 
tumble ! — Dunder  and  blixum !  swore  the  Dutchmen — splitter 
and  splutter !  cried  the  Swedes — StdTm  the  works  !  shouted 
•  Ilardkoppig  Peter — Fire  the  mine !  roared  stout  Risingh — 
Tanta-rar-ra-ra !  twanged  the  trumpet  of  Antony  Van  Corlear 
— until  all  voice  and  sound  became  unintelligible — grunts  of 
pain,  yells  of  fiiry,  and  shouts  of  triumph  mingling  in  one 
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:  d&mor.    Tile  «anh  ohook  as  if  struck  w]th  »  paralytio  < 
itrok* — trees  shrunk  n^hiust,  and  withered  at  the  sight — rude* 
burrowrd   in  tl)«  fpvund   liko  rabbita^and  even   Christina 
oreek  tiimed  from  iu  courav,  and  ran  Up  a  hUl  la  breathletia 
terror! 

Long  kimg  the  o  iil,  fiir  though  a  hcavj 

abo¥rer  of  ruin,  M-nt  by  impelling  Joro,"  in  aomo 

measun  cooled  their  a  i  bucket  of  wnt«r  tlirown 

onagroupoftightingr  I  Uiey  but  pause  for  a  ii 

inwt,  to  roiurn  with  I  the  charge.    Just  at  ihia 

juncturfa  vast  anddi'nspc' »iiike  wiis»eeii  slowly  roll- 

ing toward  the  scene  of  battle.  The  combatants  paused  fur  a 
moment,  gating  in  ntute  astonishment,  until  the  wind,  dispell, 
ing  tlie  murl<y  cloud,  revealed  the  flaunting  banner  of  Michael 
Paw,  tlic  Patroon  of  Communipaw.  That  valiant  chieftain 
came  fearlessly  on  at  the  head  of  a  phalanx  of  ojstcr-fed  Pa^ 
voniiins  and  a  corps  de  reserve  of  the  Van  Arsdalcs  and  Viin 
Bunimels,  who  had  remained  behind  to  digest  the  enornmua 
dinner  they  had  eaten.  Those  now  trudged  manfully  forward, 
smoking  llieir  pipes  with  outrageous  vigor,  so  as  to  raise  the 
awful  cloud  that  has  been  nientioncd  ;  but  marching  exci-<'d- 
ingly  slow,  bijng  short  of  leg,  and  of  great  rotundity  in  the 
bi-lt. 

And  now  the  deities  who  watched  over  the  fortunes  of  the 
Nederlandcra  having  unthinkingly  left  the  field,  and  steppi'd 
into  a  neighboring  tavern  to  refresh  themselves  with  a  pot  of 
beer,  a  direful  catastrophe  had  well-nigh  ensued.  Scarce  had  , 
the  myrmidons  of  Michael  Paw  attained  the  front  of  battle, 
when  the  Swedes,  instructed  by  the  cunning  Risingh,  levelled 
Hower  of  blows  full  at  their  tobacco-pipes.    Astounded  at 
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this  assault,  and  dismayed  at  the  havoc  of  their  pipes,  these 
ponderous  warriors  gave  way,  and  like  a  drove  of  frightened 
elephants  broke  through  the  ranks  of  their  own  army.  The 
little  Hoppers  were  borne  down  in  the  surge :  the  sacred 
banner  emblazoned  with  the  gigantic  oyster  of  Communipaw 
was  trampled  in  the  dirt:  on  blundered  and  thundered  the 
heavy-stemed  fugitives,  the  Swedes  pressing  on  their  rear  and 
applying  their  feet  a  parte  paste  of  the  Van  Arsdales  and  the 
Van  Bummels  with  a  vigor  that  prodigiously  accelerated  their 
movements — ^nor  did  the  renowned  Michael  Paw  himself  fail 
to  receive  divers  grievous  and  dishonorable  visitations  of  shoe 
leather. 

But  what,  oh  Muse !  was  the  rage  of  Peter  Stuy  vesant, 
when  from  afar  he  saw  his  army  giving  way  !  In  the  trans- 
ports of  his  wrath  he  sent  forth  a  roar,  enough  to  shake  the 
Very  hills.  The  men  of  the  Manhattoes  plucked  up  new 
courage  at  the  sound  ;  or  rather,  they  rallied  at  the  voice  of 
their  leader,  of  whom  they  stood  more  in  awe  than  of  all  the 
Swedes  in  Christendom.  Without  waiting  for  their  aid,  the 
daring  Peter  dashed  sword  in  hand  into  the  thickest  of  the 
foe.  Then  might  be  seen  achievements  worthy  of  the  days 
of  the  giants.  Wherever  he  went,  the  enemy  shrank  before 
him ;  the  Swedes  fled  to  right  and  left,  or  were  driven,  like 
dogs,  into  their  own  ditch  ;  but,  as  he  pushed  forward  singly 
with  headlong  courage,  the  foe  closed  behind  and  hung  upon 
his  rear.  One  aimed  a  blow  full  at  his  heart ;  but  the  protect- 
ing  power  which  watches  over  the  great  and  good  turned  aside 
the  hostile  blade  and  directed  it  to  a  side-pocket,  where  re- 
posed an  enormous  iron  tobacco-box,  endowed,  like  the  shield 
of  AdiilleSy  with  supernatural  powers,  doubtless  from  bearing 
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dw  portruil  of  did  blessed  St.  Nicholas.  Pirter  Stuyve 
turned  like  an  aii^ry  tn-ar  ujhid  tbc  too,  anil  sviziiig  him  aa  ho 
Bed,  hy  nu  iintiicasurabli.'  qucuv,  "  Ah,  whorvsoit  cntt-rpilUr," 
loared  h<-,  "  litre's  what  aluiU  make  wnniia*  mcjit  of  the 
So  Baying,  he  whirled  hia  dealt  a  blow  that  would 

have  deii>|>iuu^  ihu  v  :  thu  piiyiiig  atwl  struck 

■hort  and  shaved  the  q  rnm  his  eruwn.     At  this 

nKMnml  on  arc{u(>busiei  |>iw«  from  a  neighboring 

moimd,  with  deadly  aii  ituliful  Miuerva,  wlio  had 

juat  stopped  to  Ue  up  t;  ng  t)ie  pt-ril  of  hor  Ikvor- 

ite  hero^  sent  uld  Itnreas  v  Hows,  who,  as  the  match 

dcsoendi'd  to  the  pan,  gave  a  blast  that  blew  the  priming  from 
the  touch-hole. 

Thus  waged  the  fight,  when  the  stout  Risingh,  surveying 
the  field  from  the  top  of  a  little  ravelin,  percei\ed  his  troops 
banged,  beaten,  and  kicki'd  by  the  invincible  Peter.  Drawing 
his  falchion  and  utttring  a  thouatnd  anathemas,  he  strode 
down  to  the  scene  of  combat  with  some  such  thundering 
strides  as  Jupiter  is  said  by  Ilcsiod  to  have  taken,  when  ho 
strode  down  the  spheres  to  hurl  his  thunderbolts  at  the  Titans. 

When  the  rival  heroes  came  face  to  faec,  each  made  a  pr(>- 
digious  start  in  the  style  of  a  veteran  stage  champion.  Then 
did  they  regard  each  other  for  a  moment  with  the  bitter  aspect 
of  two  furious  rain-cats  on  the  piint  of  a  clapper-clawing. 
Then  did  they  throw  themselves  into  one  attitude,  then  into 
Another,  striking  their  swords  on  the  ground,  first  on  the  right 
side,  then  on  the  left — at  last  at  it  they  went,  with  incredible 
ferocity.  Words  cannot  tell  the  prodigies  of  strength  and 
valor  displayed  in  this  direful  encounter — an  encounter  eom- 

d  to  which  the  far-famed  battles  of  AJax  with  Hector,  of 
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tineas  with  TurnuSy  Orlando  with  Rodomont,  Guy  of  War- 
wick with  Colbrand  the  Dane,  or  of  that  renowned  Welsh 
knight,  Sir  Owen  of  the  Mountains  with  the  giant  Guy  Ion, 
were  all  gentle  sports  and  holiday  recreations.  At  length 
the  valiant  Peter,  watching  his  opportunity,  aimed  a  blow, 
enough  to  cleave  his  adversary  to  the  very  chine ;  but  Risingh, 
nimbly  raising  his  sword,  warded  it  off  so  narrowly,  thnt 
glancing  on  one  side,  it  shaved  away  a  huge  canteen  in  whit  h 
he  carried  his  liquor ;  thence  pursuing  its  trenchant  course,  it 
severed  off  a  deep  coat  pocket,  stored  with  bread  and  cheese-^ 
which  provant  rolling  among  the  armies,  occasioned  a  fearful 
scrambling  between  the  Swedes  and  Dutchmen,  and  made  the 
general  battle  to  wax  more  furious  than  ever. 

Enraged  to  see  his  military  stores  laid  waste,  the  stout 
Rbingh,  collecting  all  his  forces,  aimed  a  mighty  blow  full  at 
the  hero's  crest.  In  vain  did  his  fierce  little  cocked  hat  oppose 
its  course.  The  biting  steel  clove  through  the  stubborn  ram 
beaver,  and  would  have  cracked  the  crown  of  any  one  not 
endowed  with  supernatural  hardness  of  head  ;  but  the  brittle 
weapon  shivered  in  pieces  on  the  skull  of  Ilardkoppig  Piet, 
shedding  a  thousand  sparks,  like  beams  of  glory,  round  his 
grizzly  visage. 

The  good  Peter  reeled  with  the  blow,  and  turning  up  his 
e^'es  beheld  a  thousand  suns,  besides  moons  and  stars,  dancing 
alK)ut  the  firmament — at  length,  missing  his  footing,  by  reason 
of  his  wooden  leg,  down  he  caifie  on  his  seat  of  honor  with  a 
crash  which  shook  the  surrounding  hills,  and  might  have  wreck- 
ed his  frame,  had  he  not  been  received  into  a  cushion  sofler 
than  velvet,  which  Providence  or  Minerva,  or  St.  Nicholas, 
or  aome  oow,  had  benevolently  prepared  for  his  reception. 
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The  furious  Risingh,  in  despite  of  the  muim,  A 
hy  all  true  knights,  tliat  "  fair  play  is  a  jewel,"  had 
take  advantage  of  the  hero's  fall ;  but,  as  be  stooped 
B  fulal  blow,  Peter  Stuyvesant  dealt  bim  a  thwack  a 
sconce  with  his  wooden  le^;,  which  set  a  chime  of  bel 
ing  triple  bob  majors  in  bis  cerebellum.  Th&  bei 
Swede  staggered  with  the  blow,  and  the  wary  Fetdf 
I  a  pocket  pistul,  which  lay  hard  by,  disdiorged  it  fu^ 
heud  uf  the  reeling  Uisingh.  Let  not  my  render  mU 
was  not  a  murderous  weapon  loaded  with  powder  u 
but  a  little  sturdy  stono  pottle  charged  to  the  muzdi 
double  dram  of  true  Dutch  courage,  which  the  kno« 
tony  Van  Corlcar  carried  about  him  by  way  of  repll 
his  valor;  and  which  had  dropped  from  his  wallet  dl 
furious  encounter  with  the  drummer.  The  hideous 
sang  through  the  air,  and  true  to  its  course  as  was  | 
mcnt  of  a  rock  discharged  at  Hector  by  bully  Ajax, 
tered  the  head  of  the  gigantic  Swede  with  matchlefis  1 
This  heaven-directed  blow  decided  the  battlfk  1 
derous  pericranium  of  General  Jan  Risingh  sank  « 
breast ;  bis  knees  tottered  under  him  ;  a  dcathliki 
seized  upon  his  frame,  and  he  tumbled  to  the  earth  « 
violence,  tliut  old  Pluto  started  with  atfright,  leal  bt 
have  broken  through  the  roof  of  hU  infernal  palace. 

His  full  was  Uie  signal  of  defeat  and  victiiry — tbi 
gave  way — the  Dutch  pressed  forward ;  tlio  fbrmix 
'  their  heels,  the  latU;r  hotly  pursued. — Some  etitot 
'  them,  pell-mell,  through  the  sally-port — others  ston 
<  bastion,  and  others  scrambled  over  the  curtain.  "S 
>  little  while  the  fortress  of  Fort  Christina,  whitdi  liki 
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l^y,  liad  stood  a  siege  of  full  ten  hours,  was  carried  by  as- 
•wlt,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man  on  either  side.  Vic- 
tory, in  the  likeness  of  a  gigantic  ox-fly,  sat  perched  upon  the 
wcked  hat  of  the  gallant  Stuyvesant,  and  it  was  declared,  by 
ill  the  writers  whom  he  hired  to  write  the  history  of  his  ex- 
pedition, that  on  this  memorable  day  he  gained  a  sufficient 
qnantity  of  glory  to  immortalize  a  dozen  of  the  greatest 
Woes  m  Christendom 


IT 


CHAPTER  U 


n^IIANKS  to  St.  Nicholas,  we  havo  safily  finislwd  iWi 
-'-  mendous  battle  :  let  us  sit  down,  my  worthy  reader, : 
cool  ourselves,  for  I  am  in  a  prodipoua  sweat  luid  a^taHa 
truly  this  fighting  of  battles  is  hot  work  !  and  if  yuiir|i 
commanders  did  but  know  what  trouble  they  give  thwrU 
rians,  they  would  not  have  the  conscience  to  achieve  aiK 
horrible  victories.  But  mclhinks  !  hear  my  reader  conpl 
that  throughout  this  boasted  battle  there  is  noldwt 
slaughter,  nor  a  single  individual  maimed,  if  we  uwepC 
unhappy  Swede,  who  was  shorn  of  his  queue  by  lite 
blade  of  Peter  Stuy  vesant ;  all  which,  he  obsenrea,  it 
outrage  on  probability,  and  highly  injurious  to  th*  inleirt 
the  narration, 

Tliis  is  certainly  an  objection  of  no  litllemomenljlwl  111 
entirely  from  the  obscurity  enveloping  the  remote 
time  about  which  I  have  undertaken  to  write.    Thus, 
doubtless,  from  the  importance  of  the  object,  and  the 
of  tlie  parties  concerned,  there  must  liave  b««i  torrflJ*' 
n^e,  aiid  prodigies  of  valor  displayed  before  the  Vw 
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Christina,  yet,  notwithstanding,  that  I  have  consulted  every 
history,  manuscript,  and  tradition,  touching  this  memorable 
though  long-forgotten  battle,  I  cannot  find  mention  made  of  a 
single  man  killed  or  wounded  in  the  whole  affair. 

This  is,  without  doubt,  owing  to  the  extreme  modesty  of 
our  forefathers,  who,  unlike  their  descendants,  were  never 
prone  to  vaunt  of  their  achievements ;  but  it  is  a  virtue  which 
places  their  historian  in  a  most  embarrassing  predicament; 
for,  having  promised  my  readers  a  hideous  and  unparalleled 
battle,  and  having  worked  them  up  into  a  warlike  and  blood- 
thirsty state  of  mind ;  to  put  them  off  without  any  havoc  and 
slaughter  would  have  been  as  bitter  a  disappointment  as  to 
summon  a  multitude  of  good  people  to  attend  an  execcution, 
and  then  cruelly  balk  them  by  a  reprieve. 

Had  the  fiites  only  allowed  me  some  half  a  score  of  dead 
men,  I  had  been  content;  for  I  would  have  made  them  such 
heroes  as  abounded  in  the  olden  time,  but  whose  race  is  now 
unfortunately  extinct ;  any  one  of  whom,  if  wo  may  believe 
those  authentic  writers,  the  poets,  could  drive  great  armies, 
like  sheep,  before  him,  and  conquer  and  desolate  whole  cities 
by  his  single  arm. 

But  seeing  that  I  had  not  a  single  life  at  my  disposal,  all 
that  was  left  me  was  to  make  the  most  I  could  of  my  battle, 
by  means  of  kicks,  and  cuffs,  and  bruises,  and  such  like  igno- 
ble wounds.  And  here  I  cannot  but  compare  my  dilemma,  in 
some  sort,  to  that  of  die  divine  Milton,  who,  liaving  arrayed 
with  sublime  preparation  his  immortal  hosts  against  each 
other,  is  sadly  put  to  it  how  to  manage  them,  and  how  he 
shall  make  the  end  of  his  battle  answer  to  the  beginning ; 
inasmuch  a%  being  mere  spirits,  he  caimot  deal  a  mortal  blow, 


menjKr  of  sew  tosk. 


ta.    For     1 
had  onoe      f 


nor  even  givi-  a  ttvsU  wimnil  tu  any  of  his  combatanta, 
mjr  part,  the  gr<?ati'»t  ditlivulty  1  found  nos,  when  1  had 
put  mj  wurrionf  in  a  pttssion,  and  let  them  loose  into  the 
midst  of  th.i  eni?n)y,  to  knep  thum  from  doing  misdiii-f.  Tiluny 
a  time  had  1  tu  restrain  Peter  from  cleaving  a 

gigantic  Swedo  to  the  -very  ,  or  spitting  half  a  doz«n 

little  fetlotva  on   his  awoi  many  sparrows.      And 

Thai  I  had  set  some  hundr  sivw  flying  in  the  air,  I 

did  not  darL'  to  suiTor  one  r<wli  the  ground,  lert  it 

abould  havi?  put  on  end  tt  Ity  Dutchman. 

The  reiulor  niiinot  ooir  mortifying  it  is  to  a 

wril«r  thus  in  a  mtinner  to  httve  his  hands  tied,  and  how  mnny 
tempting  opportunities  1  had  to  wink  at,  where  1  might  have 
mode  as  fine  a  doath-blow  as  any  recorded  in  history  or  song. 

From  my  own  experience  I  begin  to  doubt  most  potently 
of  the  authenticity  of  many  of  Homer's  storios,  I  verily  be- 
lieve, that  when  he  had  once  launched  one  of  his  favorite  he- 
roes ainong  a  crowd  of  the  enemy,  he  cut  down  many  an 
honest  fellow,  without  any  authority  fur  so  doing,  excepting 
that  he  presented  a  fair  mark — and  that  often  a  poor  fellcjw 
vaa  sent  to  grim  Plutu's  domains,  merely  because  he  had  a 
name  that  woidd  give  a  sounding  turn  to  a  period.  But  I 
disclaim  all  such  unprincipled  lil>ertics — let  me  but  have  truth 
and  the  law  on  my  side,  and  no  man  would  hght  harder  than 
myself— l)iit  since  the  various  records  1  consulted  did  not  war- 
rant it,  1  had  too  much  conscience  to  kill  a  single  soldier.  By 
St.  Nicholas,  but  it  would  have  l>een  a  pretty  piece  of  busi- 
ness !  My  enemies,  the  critics,  who  I  foresee  will  be  ready 
enough  to  lay  any  crime  they  can  discover  at  my  door,  might 
have  charged  me  with  murder  outright^and  I  should  have 
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esteemed  myself  lucky  to  escape  with  no  harsher  verdict  than 
manslaughter ! 

And  now,  gentle  reader,  that  we  are  tranquilly  sitting 
down  here,  smoking  our  pipes,  permit  me  to  indulge  in  a  mel- 
ancholy reflection  which  at  this  moment  passes  across  my 
mind.  How  vain,  how  fleeting,  how  uncertain  are  all  those 
gaudy  bubbles  after  which  we  are  panting  and  toiling  in  tliis 
world  of  fiiir  delusions !  The  wealth  which  the  miser  has 
amassed  with  so  numy  weary  days,  so  many  sleepless  nights, 
a  spendthrift  here  may  squander  away  in  joyless  prodigality  ; 
— the  noblest  monuments  which  pride  has  ever  reared  to  per- 
petuate a  name,  the  hand  of  time  will  shortly  tumble  into 
ruins— and  even  the  brightest  laurels,  gained  by  feats  of  arms, 
may  wither,  and  be  forever  blighted  by  the  chilling  neglect  of 
mankind.  ''How  many  illustrious  heroes,"  says  the  good 
Boetius,  ^  who  were  once  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  age,  huth 
tlie  silence  of  historians  buried  in  eternal  oblivion ! "  And 
this  it  was  that  induced  the  Spartans,  when  they  went  to  battle, 
Bolenmly  to  sacrifioe  to  the  Muses,  supplicating  that  their 
achievements  might  be  worthily  recorded.  Had  not  Homer 
timed  his  lofty  lyre,  observes  the  elegant  Cicero,  the  valor  of 
Achilles  had  remained  unsung.  And  such,  too,  ailer  all  the 
toils  and  perils  he  had  braved,  afler  all  the  gallant  actions  he 
had  achieved,  such  too  had  nearly  been  the  fate  of  the  chivalric 
Peter  Stuy  vesant,  but  that  I  fortunately  stepped  in  and  en- 
graved his  name  on  the  indelible  tablet  of  history,  just  as  the 
caitiff  Hme  was  silently  brushing  it  away  forever ! 

Tlie  more  I  reflect,  the  more  I  am  astonished  at  the  im« 
portant  character  of  the  historian.  He  is  the  sovereign  censor 
to  decide  upon  the  renown  or  in£uny  of  his  fellow  men.    He 
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la  the  patron  of  kings  and  ooii<]ueron,  on  whom  it 
whether  they  shall  live  in  after  ag«,  or  ho  forgulUtn  as 
tWr  uictwtora  hefuro  them.    Thetynuit  may  oppress  whili 
the  objtKt  of  his  tj-rutiiiy  tuti.tts  ;  but  tho  historian  possesses 


,  depends      B 
,  M  were       1 


n^Miior  might,  far  his  pon 
The  ihados  .if  di'parted  t 
bend  down  fmrn  above, 
ment  of  his  pen,  whether  11 
negleot,  or  inscribe  th« 
Evm  the  dr»p  of  ink  wh 
be  may  either  dash  upf>n  tiu 
— that  very  drop,  which  to  bin 


even  beyond  the  grave, 
fotlen  buroes  anxiously 
es,  watching  earh  move- 
s  by  their  namrs  with 
hieas  pages  of  n-nown. 
nbling  on  his  pen,  which 
waste  in  idle  soruwlings 
i  not  worth  the  twentieth 


part  of  a  fUnhing,  may  be  of  incalculable  value  to  some  de- 
partiid  worthy — may  elevate  half  a  score,  in  one  moment,  to 
immortality,  who  would  have  given  worlds,  had  they  pos- 
sessed them,  to  insure  the  glorious  meed. 

Let  not  my  readers  imagine,  however,  that  I  am  indulging 
in  vainglorious  boastings,  or  am  anxious  to  blazon  forth  the 
imp<)rtaiice  of  my  tribe.  On  the  contrary,  I  shrink  when  I 
reflect  on  the  awful  responsibility  we  historians  assume—I 
shudder  to  thinlc  what  direful  commotions  and  calamities  we 
occasion  in  the  world — I  swear  to  thee,  honest  reader,  as  1  am 
a  man,  I  weep  at  the  very  idea !  Why,  let  me  ask,  are  so 
many  illustrious  men  daily  tearing  tlierasctvcs  away  from  the 
embraces  of  their  fiimilies — slighting  the  smiles  of  beauty — 
despising  the  allurements  of  fortune,  and  exposing  themselves 
to  the  miseries  of  war  ? — Why  ore  kings  desolating  empires, 
and  depopulating  whole  countries  1  in  short,  what  induces  all 
great  men  of  all  ages  and  countries,  to  commit  so  many  vio- 
tories  and  misdeeds,  and  inflict  so  many  misenes  upon  man- 
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kind  and  upon  themselves,  but  the  mere  hope  that  some  his- 
torian will  kindly  take  them  into  notice,  and  admit  them  into 
a  comer  of  his  volume  ?  For,  in  short,  the  mighty  object  of 
all  their  toils,  their  hardships,  and  privations,  is  nothing  but 

immortal  fame.    And  what  is  immortal  fame? why,  half  a 

page  of  dirty  paper  ! ^alas  !  alas  !  how  humiliating  the  idea 

— ^that  the  renown  of  so  great  a  man  as  Peter  Stuyvesant 
should  depend  upon  the  pen  of  so  little  a  man  as  Diedrich 
Knickerbocker ! 

And  now,  having  refreshed  ourselves  afler  the  fatigues  and 
perils  of  the  field,  it  behooves  us  to  return  once  more  to  the 
scene  of  conflict,  and  inquire  what  were  the  results  of  this  re- 
nowned conquest.  The  fortress  of  Christina  being  the  fair 
metropolis,  and  in  a  manner  the  key  to  New  Sweden,  its  cap- 
ture was  speedily  followed  by  the  entire  subjugation  of  the 
province.  This  was  not  a  little  promoted  by  the  gallant  and 
courteous  deportment  of  the  chivalric  Peter.  Though  a  man 
terrible  in  battle,  yet  in  the  hour  of  victory  was  he  endued 
with  a  spirit  generous,  merciful,  and  humane.  lie  vaunted 
not  over  his  enemies,  nor  did  he  make  defeat  more  galling  by 
unmanly  insults ;  for  like  that  mirror  of  knightly  virtue,  the 
renowned  Paladin  Orlando,  he  was  more  anxious  to  do  great 
actions  than  to  talk  of  them  afler  they  were  done.  He  put 
no  man  to  death ;  ordered  no  houses  to  be  burnt  down ;  per- 
mitted no  ravages  to  be  perpetrated  on  the  property  of  the 
vanquished ;  and  even  gave  one  of  his  bravest  officers  a  severe 
admonishment  M-ith  his  walking  staff,  for  having  been  detected 
in  the  act  of  sacking  a  hen-roost. 

He  moreover  issued  a  proclamation,  inviting  the  inhabi- 
tants to  submit  to  the  authority  of  their  High  Mightinesses  \ 
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but  dc^claring,  with  unexampled  clemency,  that  whoorw  l» 
l\ised  should  be  lodged  at  the  public  expense  in  a  goodly  a 
provided  for  thu  purpose,  and  have  an  armed  retinue  to  w^ 
on  them  in  the  bargain.  In  consequence  of  these  benefiatt 
terms,  abc^ut  thirty  Swedes  stepped  manfully  fiirwwd  mi 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance ;  in  reward  for  which  the;  «fl* 
graciously  permitted  to  remain  on  the  banks  of  the  DeU"!*^ 
where  their  descendants  re^de  at  this  rery  day.  1  un  vM, 
however,  by  divers  observant  travellers,  that  they  have  wi* 
been  able  to  get  over  the  chap-fallen  looks  of  thdr  snoaibin; 
but  that  they  still  do  strangely  transmit  from  bthcr  lo  « 
manifest  marks  of  the  sound  drubbing  given  ihem  by  d 
sturdy  Amsterdammers. 

The  whole  country  of  New  Sweden,  having  thus  jid* 
to  the  arms  of  the  triumphant  Peter,  was  reduced  to  a  tc 
called  South  Hiver,  and  placed  under  the  superlnteadeon  ' < 
lieutenant-governor ;  subject  to  the  control  of  the  tofKB 
government  of  New  Amsterdam.  This  great  dignitiry  •> 
called  Mynheer  William  Bcekman,  or  rather  Beei-nua,  ^ 
derived  his  surname,  as  did  Ovidious  Naso  of  yore,  froniHl 
lordly  dimensions  of  his  nose,  which  projected  from  th«  ««■ 
of  his  countenance,  like  the  beak  of  a  parrot.  He  *«  ■ 
great  progenitor  of  the  tribe  of  the  Beekmaiis,  oneof  llw  ■Dtf 
ancient  and  honorable  families  of  the  province;  the  ra 
of  which  do  gratefully  commemorate  the  origin  of  ihdf  4ff 
nity ;  not  as  your  noble  families  in  England  wodM  (ks  ^ 
having  a  glowing  proboscis  emblaionod  in  their  e 
but  by  oue  and  all  wearing  a  right  goodly  noae,  ato^L  in  »i 
very  middle  of  their  faces. 

Thus  was  this  perilous  enterprise  gloriously  t< 
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with  the  loss  of  only  two  men, — ^Wolfert  Van  Ilorne,  a  tall 
spare  man,  who  was  knocked  overboard  by  the  boom  of  a 
sloop  in  a  flaw  of  wind  ;  and  fat  Brom  Van  Bummel,  who  was 
suddenly  carried  off  by  an  indigestion  ;  both,  however,  were 
immortalized,  as  having  bravely  fallen  in  the  service  of  thoir 
country.  True  it  is,  Peter  Stuyvesant  had  one  of  his  limbs 
terribly  fractured  in  the  act  of  storming  the  fortress ;  but  as 
it  was  fortunately  his  wooden  leg,  the  wound  was  promptly 
and  effectually  healed. 

And  now  nothing  remains  to  this  branch  of  my  history 
but  to  mention  that  this  immaculate  hero,  and  his  victorious 
army,  returned  joyously  to  the  Manhattoes ;  where  they  made 
a  solemn  and  triumphant  entry,  bearing  with  them  the  con- 
quered Kisingh,  and  the  remnant  of  his  battered  crew,  who 
had  refused  allegiance ;  for  it  appears  that  the  gigantic  Swede 
had  only  ^len  into  a  swoon,  at  the  end  of  the  battle,  from 
which  he  was  speedily  restored  by  a  wholesome  tweak  of  the 
nose. 

These  captive  heroes  were  lodged,  according  to  the  promise 
of  the  governor,  at  the  public  expense,  in  a  fair  and  spacious 
castle ;  being  the  prison  of  state,  of  which  StofTel  BrinkerhofT, 
the  immortal  conqueror  of  Oyster  Bay,  was  appointed  gover- 
nor ;  and  which  has  ever  since  remained  in  the  possession  of 
his  descendants.* 

It  was  a  pleasant  and  goodly  sight  to  witness  the  joy  of 
the  people  of  New  Amsterdam,  at  beholding  their  warriors 
once  more  return  from  this  war  in  the  wilderness.  The  old 
women  thronged  round  Antony  Van  Corlear,  who  gave  the 

*  TbU  cmstle,  though  very  mnch  altered  and  modcrDizcd,  in  still  in 
being,  and  stands  at  the  comer  of  Pearl-street,  facing  Coeutic's  slip. 

n* 


efleeted  bj  his  own  wuxm  pv»««^ 

The  schoolnuMlera  tkrougiKMl  llw  iawm 
their  little  uit^iiWy  who  followed  in  droTes 
with  IM4)er  csps  on  their  ht^:i,  jud  stU-ks 
thus  taking  the  first  lesiwn  in  the  srt  of 
sturdy  rabble,  thej  thronged  at  the  heels  of 
whererer  he  went,  waving  their  greasj  hat 
shoiitii^  **  Hardkoppig  Piet  forerer !  ^ 

It  was  indeed  a  day  of  roaring  rout  and 
dinner  was  prepared  aft  the  Stadthouse  in  ! 
querors,  where  were  assembled  in  one  gloriov 
great  and  little  luminaries  of  New  Amsten 
the  lordly  Schout  and  his  obsequious  deput 
ters  with  their  officious  schepens  at  their 
altem  officers  at  the  elbows  of  the  schepcu 
to  the  lowest  hanger-on  of  police :  every  ta, 
hb  side,  to  finish  his  pipe,  drink  off  his  hee] 
his  flights  of  immortal  dulness.     In  short- 
a  city  feast  all  the  world  over,  and  has  bee 

'*    "       *^'^  iVinnor  wont  off  nil] 
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i— for  80  hugely  delighted  were  the  honest  burghers  with  his 
achievements,  that  they  unanimously  honored  him  with  the 
name  of  Pieter  de  Gfroodt,  that  is  to  say  Peter  the  Great ;  or, 
as  it  was  translated  into  English  by  the  people  of  New  Am- 
sterdam, for  the  benefit  of  their  New  England  visitors,  Fiet 
de  pig — an  appellation  which  he  maintained  even  unto  the  day 
of  hia  death. 


coRTJuyiKO  The  thirti 
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lE  REIGM  OF  PCTER  THB 
THK  BRITISH   S4TI0S. 
(E  DUTCH  DYKASTY. 


CHAPTER    I. 


rPIIE  history  of  iho  reign  of  Peter  Stuyvesaiit  furnishes  an 
-*-  edifying  picture  of  tlie  ttircs  and  vexations  inscparalilc 
from  siivcreignty,  and  a  si>Ii'nin  warning  to  all  who  are  am- 
Litious  of  attaining  the  scat  of  honor.  Though  returning  in 
triunipli  and  crowned  with  victory,  his  exultation  was  cheeked 
on  ohsiTving  the  ahuses  which  had  sprung  up  in  New  Ainstor- 
(Ittm  during  his  short  sbsenee.  Ilia  walking-stalT,  whieh  he 
had  sent  home  to  act  as  vicegerent,  had,  it  is  true,  kept  his 
coinieil-chanihcr  in  order  ;  IJic  counsellors  eyeing  it  with  awe, 
as  it  lay  iti  grim  repose  upon  the  taMe,  and  smoking  tlieir 
pipes  in  silence  ;  hut  its  control  extended  not  out  of  doors. 

Tlie  p<ipulnee  unfijrtunately  had  had  too  much  their  own  way 
under  the  shick  though  fitful  reign  of  William  the  Testy  ;  and 
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dioiigii  upon  the  accession  of  Peter  Stujvesant  they  had  felt, 
with  the  instinctive  perception  which  mobs  as  well  as  cattle 
possess,  that  the  reins  of  government  had  passed  into  stronger 
hands,  yet  could  they  not  help  fretting  and  chafing  and  champ- 
ing upon  the  bit,  in  restive  silence. 

Scarcely,  therefore,  had  he  departed  on  his  expedition 
against  the  Swedes,  than  the  old  factions  of  William  Kied^s 
reign  had  again  thrust  their  heads  above  water.  Pot-house 
meetings  were  again  held  to  "  discuss  the  state  of  the  nation,'* 
where  cobblers,  tinkers,  and  tailors,  the  self-dubbcd  '^  friends 
of  the  people,"  once  more  felt  themselves  inspired  with  the 
gifl  of  legislation,  and  undertook  to  lecture  on  every  movement 
of  government. 

Now,  as  Peier  Stuyvcsant  had  a  singular  inclination  to 
govern  the  province  by  his  individual  will,  his  first  move,  on 
his  return,  was  to  put  a  stop  to  this  gratuitous  legislation. 
Accordingly,  one  evening,  when  an  inspired  cobbler  was  hold- 
ing forth  to  an  assemblage  of  the  kind,  the  intrepid  Peter 
suddenly  made  his  appearance,  with  his  ominous  walking-staff 
in  his  hand,  an4  a  countenance  sufficient  to  petrify  a  mill  stone. 
The  whole  meeting  was  thrown  into  confusion — the  orator 
stood  aghast,  with  open  mouth  and  trembling  knees,  wliile 
*•  horror !  tyranny  !  liberty  !  rights !  taxes !  death !  destruc- 
tion !  **  and  a  host  of  other  patriotic  phrases  were  bolted  forth 
before  he  had  time  to  close  his  lips.  Peter  took  no  notice  of 
the  skulking  throng,  but  strode  up  to  the  brawling  bully-ruffian, 
and  pulling  out  a  huge  silver  watch,  which  might  have  served 
in  times  of  yore  as  a  town-clock,  and  which  is  still  retained 
by  his  descendants  as  a  family  curiosity,  requested  the  orator 
to  mend  it,  and  set  it  going.     The  orator  humbly  confessed  it 
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was  utterly  out  of  his  powfr.M  lio  ww  un»"jumnled  with  the 
luture  of  Its  w)fi»tnirtli)n.  *'N«y,  but,"  said  I'etor, "  try  your 
Ingenuity,  mtui :  yuu  sr<!  ai\  thu  vjiringH  aiuI  whi-da,  and  bow 
eiudly  the  clumsiest  hand  may  stop  it,  iind  pull  it  to  picotn ; 
and  why  should  it  not  be  <  to  rt^ilato  m.  tii  iiU^p 

it  ] "     'Dm  onitdr  dt*lare<  c  was  wholly  diffrmit 

— thdt  hfi  WHS  a  poor  eivbbl  nevw  meddlod  wilh  a 

watch  in  his  lift-— that  there  killed  to  the  art,  whoso 

business  it  was  to  aitond  to  ?n ;  but  for  his  part, 

he  thould  only  mar  the  w  and  put  the  whole  in 

coiifiision.     "  Why,  Imrkt*,  minp,*'  wkd  Peter, 

— turning  suddenly  upon  him,  with  a  countenance  that  almost 
petrified  the  patcher  of  shoes  into  a  perfect  lapstone — "  dost 
thou  pretend  to  meddle  with  the  movcnicnla  of  government 
— to  regulate, nnd  correct, and  patch,  and  cobble  a  complicated 
machine,  the  principles  of  which  are  above  thy  comprehension, 
and  its  simplest  operations  too  subtle  for  thy  understandinfi, 
when  thou  canst  not  correct  a  trifling  error  in  a  common  pieco 
of  mechanism,  the  whole  mystery  of  which  is  open  to  thy 
inspection  ! — Hence  with  tliec  to  the  leather  and  stone,  which 
are  emblems  of  thy  head  ;  cobble  thy  shoes,  and  confine  thyself 
to  the  vocation  for  which  Heaven  has  fitted  thee.  But,"  elevat- 
ing his  voice  imtil  it  made  the  welkin  ring,  "  if  ever  I  catch 
thee,  or  any  of  thy  tribe,  meddling  again  with  affairs  of  govern- 
ment, by  St.  Nicholas,  but  I'll  have  every  mother's  bastard 
of  ye  llay'd  alive,  and  your  hides  stretched  for  drum-heads, 
that  ye  may  thenceforth  make  a  noise  to  some  purpose  ! " 

This  threat,  and  the  tremendous  voice  in  which  it  was 
uttered,  caused  the  whole  multitude  to  quake  with  fear.  The 
hair  of  the  orator  rose  on  bis  head  like  his  own  swmci^ 
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bristles,  and  not  a  knight  of  the  thimble  present  but  his 
heart  died  within  him,  and  he  felt  as  though  he  could  have 
verily  escaped  through  the  eye  of  a  needle.  The  assembly 
dispersed  in  silent  consternation ;  the  pseudo  slatcsmen,  ^\-ho 
had  hitherto  undertaken  to  regulate  public  affairs,  were  now 
fiiin  to  stay  at  home,  hold  their  tongues,  and  take  care  of  tht>ir 
fiunilies ;  and  party  feuds  died  away  to  such  a  degree,  that 
many  thriving  keepers  of  taverns  and  dram-shops  were  uttLrly 
ruined  for  want  of  business.  But  though  this  measure  pro- 
duced the  desired  effect  in  putting  an  extinguisher  on  the 
new  lights  just  brightening  up :  yet  did  it  tend  to  injure  the 
popularity  of  the  Great  Peter  with  the  thinking  part  of  the 
community :  that  is  to  say,  that  part  which  thinks  fi)r  otiiers 
instead  of  for  themselves;  or,  in  other  words,  who  attend  to 
every  body's  business  but  their  own.  Tliese  accused  the  old 
governor  of  being  highly  aristocratical,  and  in  truth  there 
seems  to  have  been  some  ground  for  such  an  accusation ;  for  he 
carried  himself  with  a  lofty  soldier-like  air,  and  was  some- 
what parUcular  in  dress,  appearing,  when  not  in  uniform,  in 
rich  apparel  of  the  antique  flaundrish  cut,  and  was  especially 
noted  for  having  his  sound  leg  (which  was  a  very  comely  one) 
always  arrayed  in  a  red  stocking  and  high-heeled  shoe. 

Justice  he  often  dispensed  in  the  primitive  patriarchal  way, 
seated  on  the  ''  stoep  "  before  his  door,  under  the  shade  of  a 
great  button-wood  tree ;  but  all  visits  of  form  and  state  were 
received  with  something  of  court  ceremony  in  the  best  parlor ; 
where  Antony  the  Trumpeter  officiated  as  high  chamberlain. 
On  public  occasions  he  appeared  with  great  pomp  of  equipage, 
and  slways  rode  to  church  in  a  yellow  wagon  with  flaming  red 
wheels. 


100  HUTOBV    or   SKW    TtiUS. 

TttfiO  ajMnptinnwuritatand  csnTmi>nf,as  Wo  Imvo  HintcJ, 
wra  much  uvillal  st  by  Un  thJB*''^  (and  Ulkinfc)  part  of  A« 
toatauauty.  Tlte^r  bad  hem  aBemUmtml  to  iiud  eamy  uc«h  lo 
tlMir  &inuer  gm-enum,  and  la  partSimUr  had  li\-ed  im  tomu 
<^  exlrrtuo  intiiiMcy  witk  "^'"^Tt  "i^  ^^^  MCUMJ 

Pfltw  Stiif  vMMit  at  mm  wfa  djgnitf  awl  reaer*^ 

aod  of  wnppiBg  Uinadi  OUur^  bowefer,  have 

pretwdid  to  Aaoovw  in .  twd  pofief  on  die  part 

of  th*  old  gowtiMC.  of  Uw  firat  fanponaiHMs 

■■y  4w7<  t)»t  a  oounlr;  jomned  bf  vIm  tnen : 

Ixit  then  it  is  Almost  i-quall  it  Uut  the  people  chiHtld 

think  them  wise;  fur  this  belief  alone  can  produce  trilling 
subordination.  To  kei'p  up,  however,  this  desirable  confiilenee 
ill  rulers,  the  people  should  be  allowed  to  see  as  little  of  tbem 
as  possible.  It  is  the  mjstery  which  envelopes  great  men, 
that  gives  them  half  their  greatness.  There  is  a  kind  of 
Buperstitii>us  reverence  ft>r  olTice  uhich  leads  us  to  exaggerate 
the  merits  of  the  oeeupant ;  and  to  suppose  that  he  must  be 
wiser  than  eoninion  men.  lie,  however,  who  gains  acci^«s  to 
eabineta,  soon  finds  out  bj-  what  foolishness  the  world  is 
governed.  He  finds  that  there  is  quackery  in  It^islation  as  in 
every  thing  else  ;  that  rulers  have  their  whims  and  errors  as 
well  Bs  other  men,  and  are  not  so  wonderfully  superior  as  he 
had  imagined,  siiic«  even  he  may  occosiomJIy  confute  them  in 
argument.  Thus  awe  subsides  into  confidence,  confidence 
inspires  familiarity,  and  familiarity  produces  contempt.  Such 
was  the  ease,  say  they,  with  'WiUiam  the  Testy,  By  making 
himself  too  easy  of  access,  he  enabled  every  scrub-politician  to 
measure  wits  with  him,  and  to  find  out  the  true  dimensions 
nut  only  of  his  person  but  of  his  mhid  :  and  thus  it  was  that, 
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by  being  jBuniliarly  scanned,  he  was  discovered  to  be  a  very 
little  man.  Peter  Stuyvesant  on  the  contrary,  say  they,  by 
conducting  himself  with  dignity  and  loftiness,  was  looked  up 
to  with  great  reverence.  As  he  never  gave  his  reasons  for 
any  thing  he  did,  the  public  gave  him  credit  for  very  profound 
ones;  every  movement,  however  intrinsically  unimportant, 
was  a  matter  of  speculation ;  and  his  very  red  8t<;ckings 
excited  some  respect,  as  being  different  from  the  stockings  of 
other  men. 

Another  charge  against  Peter  Stuyvesant  was  that  he  had 
a  great  leaning  in  favor  of  the  patricians :  and  indeed  in  his 
time  rose  many  of  those  mighty  Dutch  families  which  have 
tjikon  such  vigorous  root,  and  branched  out  so  luxuriantly  in 
our  State.  Some,  to  be  sure,  were  of  earlier  date,  such  as 
the  Van  Kortlandts,  the  Van  Zandts,  the  Ten  Broecks,  the 
Harden  Broecks,  and  others  of  Pavonian  renown,  who  gloried 
in  the  title  of  "  Discoverers,"  from  having  been  engaged  in 
the  nauticsal  expedition  from  Communipaw,  in  which  they  so 
heroically  braved  the  terrors  of  Ilell-gate  and  Butterinilk- 
ehanncl,  and  discovered  a  site  for  New  Amsterdam. 

Others  claimed  to  themselves  the  appellation  of  Conquerors, 
from  their  gallant  achievements  in  New  Sweden  and  their 
victory  over  the  Yankees  at  Oyster  Bay.  Such  was  that  list 
of  warlike  worthies  heretofore  enumerated,  lx>ginning  with  the 
Van  Wycks,  the  Van  Dycks,  and  the  Ten  Eycks,  and  extend- 
ing to  the  Rutgers,  the  Bensons,  the  Brinkerhoffs,  and  the 
Schermerhoms ;  a  roll  equal  to  the  Doomsday  Book  of  Wil- 
liam the  G>nqueror,  and  establishing  the  heroic  origin  of 
many  an  ancient  aristocratical  Dutch  family.  Tliese,  after 
all,  are  the  only  legitimate  nobility  and  lords  of  the  soil ; 
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these  are  the  real  "  bp&vers  of  the  Manhattn^s ; ''  and  msib 
does  it  grieTe  me  in  modem  days  to  see  them  tllKnred  wi-it 
by  foreign  invadcTS,  and  more  especially  by  those  ingraJixu 
people,  "  the  Sons  of  the  Pilgrims ; "  who  out-ba^aio  tii"!i 
in  the  market,  out-speculato  them  on  the  exchange,  ouW'i' 
them  in  furtiino,  and  run  up  mushroom  palaces  so  htgb.  it-<' 
tlie  tallest  Dutt^h  family  mansion  has  not  nind  enough  left  !<  i 
\ia  weather-cock. 

In  the  proud  days  of  Peter  Stuyveaant,  howei-er,  thei""' 
old  Duteh  aristocracy  loomed  out  in  all  its  grandeur.  1^ 
burly  burgher,  in  round^crovned  flaundrtsh  hat  with  bncn  'i' 
vast  circumference ;  in  partly  gabardine  and  bollxiiis  ntulli- 
plicity  of  breeches,  sat  on  his  "  stoep  "  and  smoked  hi«  piy 
in  lordly  silence,  nor  did  il  ever  enter  his  bnun  tl»t  tIm 
active,  restless  Yankee,  whom  he  saw  through  his  lulfilrt 
eyes  worrying  about  in  dog-duy  heat,  ever  intent  on  thi-  nu 
chance,  was  one  day  to  usurp  control  over  these  goodly  Duiii 
domains.  Already,  however,  the  races  regarded  each  t^txt 
with  disparaging  eyes.  The  Yankees  sneeringly  spoke  > 
round-crowned  bui^hcrs  of  the  Monhattocs  as  Ibo  "O 
heads  ;  "  while  the  latter,  glorying  in  their  own  nether  : 
dity,  and  obscr\'ing  the  alack  galligaskins  of  their  rivtli^  i 
ping  like  an  empty  sail  against  the  mast,  retorted  upon 
with  the  opprobrious  appellation  of  "  Platter-lreeohea." 


CHAPTER  n. 

HOW  Peru  wuTVMAirr  labored  to  citilizk  thk  coMSfUNirr — ^bow  hi 

WAM  a  OSIAT  FROMOTKR  or  IIOLTDATS — HOW  HK  INSTITUTED  KIS6IN0 
OH  HHW-TEAR*8  DAT— HOW  HK  DISTRIBUTED  FIDDLES  THROUGHOUT  THE 
»W  HKTHBRLANn»— HOW  HE  TENTURED  TO  REFORM  THE  LADlEfi'  PET- 
TIGOAIB,  AHO  HOW  HE  OAUGHT  A  TARTAR. 

FROM  what  I  have  recounted  in  the  foregoing  chapter  I 
would  not  have  it  imagined  that  the  great  Peter  was  a 
tyrannical  potentate,  ruling  with  a  rod  of  iron.  On  the  con- 
trary, where  the  dignity  of  office  permitted  he  abounded  in 
generosity  and  condescension.  If  he  refused  the  brawling 
multitude  the  right  of  misrule,  he  at  least  endeavored  to  rule 
them  in  righteousness.  To  spread  abundance  in  the  land,  he 
obliged  the  bakers  to  give  thirteen  loaves  to  the  dozen — a 
golden  rule  which  remains  a  monument  of  his  beneficence. 
S(>  far  from  indulging  in  unreasonable  austerity,  he  delighted 
to  see  the  poor  and  the  laboring  man  rejoice ;  and  for  this 
purpose  he  was  a  great  promoter  of  holydays.  Under  his 
reign  there  was  a  great  cracking  of  eggs  at  Paas  or  Easter ; 
Whitsuntide  or  Pinxter  also  flourished  in  all  its  bloom  ;  and 
never  were  stockings  better  filled  on  the  eve  of  the  blessed 
St.  Nicholas. 

New-year's  day,  however,  was  his  favorite  festival,  an() 
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vaa  usher^  in  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  Giing  nf  p\T 
On  that  genial  ilay  the  fountains  of  hospiuiity  were  bni 
tip,  and  the  whole  community  was  delngMi  with  pbcrrv-b'i 
dy,  true  Hollands,  and  mulled  eider  ;  every  houso  wm  t  If- 
ple  of  the  jolly  god;  and  many  a  provident  vagalwadf 
drunk  out  of  pure  economy,  taking  in  liquor  enoii^  gr 
serve  him  half  a  year  afterwards. 

The  great  assemblage,  however,  was  at  the  gciTi 
house,  whither  repaired  all  the  burghere  of  New  ^ 
with  ihL'ir  wives  and  daughters,  pranked  out  in  thfif  • 
attire.  On  this  occasion  the  good  Peter  was  dpvMitlj' 
servant  of  the  pious  Dutch  rite  of  kissing  the  woinen4idl 
a  happy  new-year;  and  it  is  traditional  that  Antiej 
Trumpeter,  who  acted  as  gentleman  usher,  toiik  toll  oftH' 
were  young  and  handsome,  as  they  passed  llimugh  tbei 
chamber.  This  venerable  custom,  ihiia  happily  int 
was  followed  with  such  zeal  by  hi<;h  and  low,  that  on  ■ 
year's  day,  during  the  reign  of  Poter  Siuy  vesaiit,  Nw  I 
eterdam  was  the  most  thoroughly  be-kissed  wnimnBiqiii 
Christendom.  Another  great  measure  of  Peter  Stnyfi 
for  public  improvement  was  the  distributkni  of  ■ 
throughout  the  land.  These  were  placed  in  the  bni 
Veteran  negroes,  who  were  despatched  as  nussionariff  lo  4 
part  of  the  province.  This  measure,  it  b  said,  wm  fi(*t 
gestod  liy  Ajitony  the  Trumpeter  ;  and  the  ctfect  wa»  w* 
lous.  Instead  of  those  "  indignnlion  meetings  "  set  oa  M 
tJio  lime  of  William  the  Testy,  wher«  men  lavl  M-fUfba 
rail  at  public  abuses,  groan  over  the  evils  of  th>:  tinKSi* 
make  carh  otlier  miserable,  there  were  joyoiw  gatbeni0' 
liie  two  sexes  to  dance  and  ni.ike  uicrrv.     Nwr  ww»  i* 
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tated  *^  quilting  bees^"  and  ''  husking  bees,"  and  other  rural 
assemblages,  where,  under  the  inspiring  influence  of  the  fiddle, 
toil  was  enlivened  by  gayety  and  followed  up  by  the  dance. 
"  Raising  bees  "  also  were  frequent,  where  houses  sprung  up 
at  the  wagging  of  the  fiddle-sticks,  as  the  walls  of  Thebes 
sprang  up  of  yore  to  the  sound  of  the  lyre  of  Amphion. 

Jolly  autumn,  which  pours  its  treasures  over  hill  and  dale, 
was  in  those  days  a  season  for  the  lifting  of  the  heel  as  well 
as  the  heart ;  labor  came  dancing  in  the  train  of  abundance, 
and  frolic  prevailed  throughout  the  land.  Happy  days  !  when 
the  yeomanry  of  the  Nieuw  Nederlands  were  merry  rather 
than  wise ;  and  when  the  notes  of  the  fiddle,  those  harbingers 
of  good  humor  and  good  will,  resounded  at  the  close  of  the 
day  from  every  hamlet  along  the  Hudson ! 

Nor  was  it  in  rural  communities  alone  that  Peter  Stuy- 
vesant  introduced  his  fitvorite  engine  of  civilization.  Under 
lus  rule  the  fiddle  acquired  that  potent  sway  in  New  Amster- 
dam which  it  has  ever  since  retained.  Weekly  assemblages 
were  held,  not  in  heated  ball-rooms  at  midnight  hours,  but  on 
Saturday  afternoons,  by  the  golden  light  of  the  sun,  on  the 
green  lawn  of  the  battery ;  with  Antony  the  Trumpeter  for 
master  of  ceremonies.  Here  would  the  good  Peter  take  his 
lent  under  the  spreading  trees,  among  the  old  burghers  and 
their  wives,  and  watch  the  mazes  of  the  dance.  Here  would 
he  smoke  his  pipe,  crack  his  joke,  and  forget  the  rugged  toils 
of  war,  in  the  sweet  oblivious  festivities  of  peace,  giving  a 
nod  of  approbation  to  those  of  the  young  men  who  shuflled 
and  kicked  most  vigorously ;  and  now  and  then  a  hearty 
smack,  in  all  ho — ^-  of  r  -  '/ ;   '    ' 
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longest,  and  tir»J  down  every  competitor ;  inialliblo  priv.f  of 
bvT  being  tho  bMt  dsncor. 

Once,  it  is  tnic,  the  harmony  of  these  mcotinf;!  vru  in  duv    . 
gtr  of  intPtrnptlon,     A  young  Iwlle,  just  returnodfroma  vitiH 
lo  Holland,  will)  of  c<>un  shioii.s,  niudu  her  appcotv 

anco  in  not  more  than  pi^ttieoota,  and  theae  of 

alnrmingshortnetifl.     A  a  flutter  ran  through  iha 

BHBf-mhly.    The  joungi  >,  were  lost  in  admirBtlon; 

but  the  old  lailios  wer  1  tlw  extreme,  especially 

those  who  had  ni&rria  iten;    the  young  ladie* 

t>lii8h<.'d  and  fi'lt  excessivpjj  "poor  thing,"  and  even 

the  governor  himself  appeared  to  be  in  some  kind  of  pertui^ 

To  complete  the  confusion  of  the  good  folks,  she  under- 
took, in  the  course  of  a  ji",  to  describe  some  figures  in  alge- 
bra taught  her  by  a  dancing-master  at  Rotterdam.  I'nfurtu- 
natcly,  at  the  highest  flourish  of  her  feet  some  vagabond 
zephyr  obtruded  his  services,  and  a  display  of  tlio  graces  took 
place,  at  which  all  the  ladies  present  were  thrown  into  great 
consternation;  several  grave  country  members  were  not  a 
litlle  moved,  and  the  good  Peter  Stuyvcsant  himself  was 
grievously  acandiilized. 

The  shortness  of  the  fomates  dress,  which  had  continued, 
in  fashion  ever  since  the  diiys  of  William  Kieft,  had  long 
offonded  his  eye;  and  though  extremely  averse  to  meddling 
with  the  petticoats  of  the  ladles,  yet  he  immediately  reoun- 
mended  that  every  one  should  be  furnished  with  a  flounce  to 
tlie  bottom,  lie  likewise  ordered  that  the  ladies,  and  indeed 
ihe  gentlemen,  should  use  no  other  step  in  dancing  than 
■'  shurtlo  and  turn,"  and  "  double  trouble ;"  and  forbade,  under 
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pain  of  his  high  displeasure,  any  young  lady  thenceforth  to 
attempt  what  was  termed  '^  exhibiting  the  graces." 

These  were  the  only  restrictions  he  ever  imposed  upon  the 
sex,  and  these  were  considered  by  them  as  tyrannical  oppres- 
sions, and  resisted  with  that  becoming  spirit  manifested  by 
the  gentle  sex  whenever  their  privileges  are  invaded.  In  fact, 
Antony  Van  Corlear,  who,  as  has  been  shown,  was  a  sagacious 
man,  experienced  in  the  ways  of  women,  took  a  private  oc- 
casson  to  intimate  to  the  governor  that  a  conspiracy  was  form- 
ing among  the  young  vrouws  of  New  Amsterdam ;  and  that^ 
if  the  matter  were  pushed  any  further,  there  was  danger  of 
their  leaving  off  petticoats  altogether ;  whereupon  the  good 
Peter  shrugged  his  shoulders,  dropped  the  subject,  and  ever 
after  suflfered  the  women  to  wear  their  petticoats  and  cut  their 
capers  as  high  as  they  pleased  ;  a  privilege  which  they  have 
jealously  maintained  in  the  Manhattoes  unto  the  present  day. 


■CSUl'UlKill. 


T  N'  the  last  two  chaptora  1  have  regaled  the  reader  with  a 
■■-  di'leotaUe  picture  nf  the  good  Peter  and  his  metropolis 
during  an  interval  of  pejicc.  It  was,  Iiowever,  but  a  bit  of 
bine  sky  in  a  st<irniy  day  ;  the  elouds  are  again  gathering  up 
from  all  points  of  the  eompass,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken  in 
my  forebixJings,  we  shall  have  rattling  weather  in  the  ensuing 

It  is  wilh  some  communities  aa  it  is  with  certiun  meddle- 
some iudividuala;  they  have  a  wonderful  facility  at  getting 
iiito  scrapi's,  and  I  have  always  remarked  that  those  are  nrnst 
prone  to  get  in  who  have  the  least  talent  nt  getting  out  again. 
This  is  doubtless  owing  to  the  excessive  valor  of  those  states ; 
for  I  huve  likewise  noticed  that  this  rampant  quality  is  always 
iiios*  frothy  and  fussy  where  most  confined ;  which  accounts 
for  its  vaporing  so  amazingly  in  little  states,  little  men  and 
ugly  little  women  more  especially. 

Such  is  the  case  with  this  little  province  of  the  Nieuw 
Neik-rlands  ;  which,  by  its  exceeding  valor,  has  already  dniwn 
upon  itself  a  host  of  enemies ;  has  had  fighting  enough  to 
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ntisfy  a  province  twice  its  size ;  and  is  in  a  fair  way  of  be- 
coming an  exceedingly  forlorn,  well-belabored,  and  woe-bo- 
gone  little  province.  All  which  was  providentially  ordered 
to  give  interest  and  sublimity  to  this  pathetic  history. 

The  first  interruption  to  the  halcyon  quiet  of  Peter  Stuy- 
vesant  was  caused  by  hostile  intelligence  from  the  old  bellige- 
rent nest  of  Rensellaerstein.  Killian,  the  lordly  patroon  of 
Rensellaerwick,  was  again  in  the  field,  at  the  head  of  his  myr- 
midons of  the  Helderbei^ ;  seeking  to  annex  the  whole  of  the 
Kaats-kill  mountains  to  his  dominions.  The  Indian  tribes  of 
these  mountains  had  likewise  taken  up  the  hatchet  and 
menaced  the  voiierable  Dutxsh  settlement  of  Esopus. 

Fain   would  I  entertain  the  reader  with  the  triumphant 

campaign  of  Peter  Stuyvesant  in  the  haunted  regions  of  those 

mountiuns ;  but  that  I  hold  all  Indian  conflicts  to  be  mere 

barbaric  brawls,  unworthy  of  the  pen  which  has  recorded  the 

daasio  war  of  Fort  Christina ;  and  as  to  these  Helderbcrg 

commotions,  they  are  among  the  flatulencies  which  from  time 

to  Ume  af&ict  the  bowels  of  this  ancient  province,  as  with  a 

wind-colic,  and  which  I  deem  It  seemly  and  decent  to  pass  over 

in  silence. 

The  next  storm  of  trouble  was  from  the  south.  Scarcely 
had  the  worthy  Mynheer  Beekman  got  warm  in  the  seat  of 
•uthority  on  the  South  River,  than  enemies  began  to  spring 
up  all  around  him.  Hard  by  was  a  formidable  race  of  sav- 
ages inhabiting  the  gentle  region  watered  by  the  Susquehanna, 
of  whom  the  following  mention  is  made  by  Master  Hariot, 
ia  his  excellent  history : 

**  Hie  Susquesahanocks  are  a  giantly  people,  strange  in  pro- 
portion, behavior  and  attire — ^their  voice  sounding  from  them 
18 
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•■  ont  of  a  cave.  Their  tobacco-pipes  were  throtwjuartera  of 
a  yvd  lung  1  carved  at  tho  ({real  cod  with  a  bird,  beoro, 
other  ddvicc,  sufTicitMil  to  beat  out  th«  braiiw  t>f  a  horse.  Tha 
calle  of  otip  ijf  their  Ic-ggnt  nn-asiitrd  thrt^oqiiart^ra  of  a  yard 
about;  tho  rMl  of  the  rtionablo,"* 

Thtse  gigantic  savaj  'k»n  caiued  no  little  dis- 

quiet iu  lht<  mind  of  ]  man,  tltreateiiing  to  cause 

ft  fiuniiie  of  tobai-co  m  :  l)ut  his  most  formidable 

enemy  uas  tlie  rooriiij  Engllali  colony  of  Mary- 

land, or  IIS  it  una  ancic  Mrrryland ;  so  called  be- 

cause the  inhabitants,  no  le  foar  of  the  Lord  before 

their  eyes,  were  prone  to  make  merry  and  get  fuddled  with 
mint-julep  and  applo-loddy. '  They  were,  moreover,  great 
horse-raix^ra  and  cock- lighters ;  mighty  wrestlers  and  jump- 
ers, and  enormous  consumers  of  lioo^aike  and  bacon.  They 
lay  claim  to  be  the  first  inventors  of  those  recondite  beverages, 
cock-tail,  stone-fence,  and  sherry  cobbler,  and  to  have  discov- 
ered the  gastronomical  merits  of  terrapins,  soft  crabs,  and 
canvas-back  ducks. 

This  rantipolo  colony,  founded  by  Lord  Baltimore,  a  Brit- 
ish noblcnian,  was  managed  by  his  agent,  a  swa^cring  Etig- 
lishmaii,  commonly  called  Fendall  ;  that  is  to  say,  "  ofllnd 
all,"  a  name  given  him  for  his  bullying  propensities.  These 
were  seen  in  a  mcss^o  to  Mynheer  Bcckman,  threatening  him, 
unk'ss  h'.'  immediately  swore  allegiance  to  Lord  Baltimore  as 
the  rigiitful  lord  of  the  soil,  to  come,  at  the  head  of  the  n>ar- 
ing  boys  of  Mcrryland  and  the  giants  of  the  Susquehanna, 
and  sweep  him  and  his  NcdcrlanJcrs  out  of  the  country. 

•  Bariot'i  Journal,  Purch.  Pilgiims. 
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Hie  trusty  sword  of  Peter  Stuyvesant  almost  leaped  from 
its  scabbard,  when  he  received  missives  from  Mynheer  Beek- 
man,  informing  him  of  the  swaggering  menaces  of  the  bully 
Fendall ;  and  as  to  the  giantly  warriors  of  the  Susquehanna, 
nothing  would  haje  more  delighted  him  than  a  bout,  hand  to 
handy  with  half  a  score  of  them  ;  having  never  encountered  a 
giant  in  the  whole  course  of  his  campaigns,  unless  we  may 
consider  the  stout  Risingh  as  such — and  he  was  but  a  little 
one. 

Nothing  prevented  his  marching  instantly  to  the  South 

Kiver  and  enacting  scenes  still  more  glorious  than  those  of 

Fort  Christina,  but  the  necessity  of  first  putting  a  stop  to  the 

increasing  aggressions  and  inroads  of  the  Yankees,  so  as  not 

to  leave  an  enemy  in  his  rear ;  but  he  wrote  to  Mynheer 

Beekman  to  keep  up  a  bold  front  and  stout  heart,  promising, 

ts  soon  as  he  had  settled  affairs  in  the  east,  that  he  would 

bastoi  to  the  south  with  his  burly  warriors  of  the  Hudson,  to 

lower  the  crests  of  the  giants,  and  mar  the  merriment  of  the 

Merry  landers. 


CIIAPTEB  IT. 


rWV)  explain  the  npjisrcnt.ly  suJden  mor«mont  of  Prtor  Stuj- 
•L  vesaut  agaipst  the:  cran^  men  of  the  Kost  Countrr,  I 
would  observe  that,  during  hi«  "<>mi>dgDB  on  the  South  liiver, 


and  in  the  en<^iarLtwl  regions 
twelve  tribes  of  thu  Eu?t  ba, 
in  prosecuting  their  sublk-  > 
Nieuw  Nederlands. 

Independent  of  ihe  iiicessniit 
and  squattinga  al&n^'  l>ic  honh 
trate,  from  time  to  time,  into 
^s  their  prototy|ii'8  of  yon 
naan,  with  their  wivi«  and 
and  their  tniud-servants,  tl 


t^ill  Mountains,  the 
I!  tluui  iisimllf  active 
ibjugatiuu  of  tlia 


hu 


8  Juwn 


I  thL^  liind  a 


l-U  of 

huuML-Iiold  furniture,  with  w 
and  pots  and  kettles  danglln 


■n  diivs  winilJ  pr 
iljle  ;  ctindui'tiiig 


vehicles  would  stalk  a 


lings  among  hen-rooata 
ing  nrinioa  would  peno- 
]'  hoort  of  the  country, 
-th  into  the  land  of  Ca> 
dren,  their  ineiv«6rvanta 
tad  herds,  to  settle  tluMu* 
it ;  so  these  cliosen  ppo 
!;n.'ss   tliroMijIi   the  country   in 
»rts   und   wagons   Ituiuii   with 
ivn  and  children  piled  on  tup, 
beneath.     At  the  tails  of  these 
V  of  long-limbed,  lank-sided  variety 
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with  axes  on  their  shoulders  and  packs  on  their  backs,  reso- 
lutely bent  upon  "  locating"  themselves,  as  they  termed  it, 
and  improving  the  country.  These  were  the  most  dangerous 
kind  of  invaders.  It  is  true  they  were  guilty  of  no  overt  acts 
of  hostility ;  but  it  was  notorious  that,  wherever  they  got  a 
P>oting,  the  honest  Dutchmen  gradually  disappeared,  retiring 
«lowly  as  do  the  Indians  before  the  white  men ;  being  in  some 
way  or  other  talked  and  chafled,  and  bargained  and  swapped, 
and,  in  plain  English,  elbowed  out  of  all  those  rich  bottoms 
and  fertile  nooks  in  which  our  Dutch  yeomanry  are  prone  to 
nestle  themselves. 

Peter  Stuyvesant  was  at  length  roused  to  this  kind  of  war 
in  di^ise,  by  which  the  Yankees  were  craftily  aiming  to  sub- 
jugate his 'dominions.  He  was  a  man  easily  taken  in,  it  is 
tnie,  as  all  great-hearted  men  are  apt  to  be ;  but  if  he  once 
found  it  out,  his  wrath  was  terrible.  He  now  threw  diplo- 
Dttcy  to  the  dogs ;  determined  to  appear  no  more  by  ambas- 
sadors, bat  to  repair  in  person  to  the  great  council  of  the 
Amphictyons,  bearing  the  sword  in  one  hand  and  the  olive 
l^nnch  in  the  other ;  and  giving  them  their  choice  of  sincere 
Md  honest  peace,  or  open  and  iron  war. 

His  privy  councillors  were  astonished  and  dismayed  when 
he  announced  his  determination.     For  once  they  ventured  to 
i^emonstrato,  setting  forth  the  rashness  of  venturing  his  sacred 
person  in  the  midst  of  a  strange  and  barbarous  people.     They 
might  as  well  have  tried  to  turn  a  rusty  weather-cock  with 
a  broken-winded  bellows.     In  the  fiery  heart  of  the  iron-head- 
ed Peter  sat  enthroned  the  five  kinds  of  courage  described  by 
Aristotle ;  and  had  the  philosopher  enumerated  five  hundred 
more,  I  verily  believe  he  would  have  possessed  them  all.    As 
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to  thnt  bctU-r  [>iirl  of  viilur  caWud  diMTUtiitn,  it  was  too  cold- 
liltxxlfil  a  virtue  {l>r  his  tropiini  teni|ii- 

Sunimoning,  tfa<>rpfure,  to  hi*  prcMincw  his  trusty  follow-er, 
Antony  Vau  Corlear,  hu 
ri^iness  to  acc<iin|>Anj 
hazanluua  enterprise. 


1 


ided  him  to  hold  himself  in 
ving  inuniing  on  this  bia 


f  till!  Trumpeter  was  by 
ut  by  (litit  of  kowping  Up 
m  care  or  sorrow  (huviag 
hrarty,  jocund,  rubicund, 
ty  in  the  doublet.  Thia 
lly  life  OD  tJioM  domoiiw  JM 
esant  had  granti'd  to  him  for 


this  time  a  little  strirl 
a  good  lieart,  and  havj 
never  boen  married),  1 
j^nceuuii!  wag,  and  o 
last  was  ascribi-d  to  ]i„ 
at  liiL-  ni«.k,  wltidi  Pft 
his  gallantry  at  Fort  Casiniir. 

Bo  this  03  it  may,  there  was  nothing  that  mors  delighted 
Antony  than  tliia  command  of  the  great  Peter,  for  he  could 
have  followed  the  stout-hearted  old  governor  to  the  world's 
end,  wiih  love  and  loyalty — and  ho  moreover  still  remem- 
bered the  frolicking,  and  dimcing,  and  bundling,  and  olhcr 
disports  of  the  east  country,  and  entertained  dainty  recollec- 
tions of  numerous  kind  and  buxom  lasses,  whom  he  lunged  ex- 
ceedingly again  to  encounter. 

Thus  then  did  this  mirror  of  hardihood  set  forth,  with  no 
other  attendant  hut  his  trumpeter,  upon  one  of  the  most  peril- 
ous enterprises  ever  recorded  in  the  annals  of  knight-errantry. 
For  a  single  warrior  to  venture  openly  among  a  whole  nation 
of  foes — but,  above  all,  for  a  plain  downright  Dutchman  to 
think  of  negotiating  with  the  whole  council  of  New  England ! 
■ — ne^er  was  there  known  a  more  desperate  undertaking ! — 
Ever  since  I  have  entered  upon  the  chronicles  of  this  peerless 
but  hitherto  uncelebrated  chieftain,  lias  he  kept  me  in  a  state 
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of  inoeasant  action  and  anxiety  with  the  toils  and  dangers  he 
is  constantly  encountering — Oh !  for  a  chapter  of  the  tranquil 
reign  of  Wouter  Van  Twiller,  tiiat  I  might  repose  on  it  as  on 
a  feather  bed ! 

Is  it  not  enough,  Peter  Stuyvcsant,  that  I  have  once 
already  rescued  thee  from  the  machinations  of  these  terrible 
Amphictyons,  by  bringing  the  powers  of  witchcraft  to  thine 
aid  ? — ^Is  it  not  enough,  that  I  have  followed  thee  undaunted, 
like  a  guardian  spirit,  into  the  midst  of  the  horrid  battle  of 
Fort  Christina  I — ^That  I  have  been  put  incessantly  to  my 
trumps  to  keep  thee  safe  and  sound — now  warding  off  with 
my  single  pen  the  shower  of  dastard  blows  that  fell  upon  thy 
rear — now  narrowly  shielding  thee  from  a  deadly  thrust,  by 
a  mere  tobacco-box — ^now  casing  thy  dauntless  skull  with 
adamant,  when  even  thy  stubborn  ram-beaver  failed  to  resist 
the  sword  of  the  stout  Rbingh — and  now,  not  merely  bring- 
ing theo  off  alive,  but  triumphant,  from  the  clutches  of  the 
gigantic  Swede,  by  the  desperate  means  of  a  paltry  stone  pot- 
tle ?«— Is  not  all  this  enough,  but  must  thou  still  be  plunging 
into  new  difficulties,  and  hazarding  in  headlong  enterprises 
thyself  thy  trumpeter,  and  thy  historian  1 

And  now  the  ruddy-fiiced  Aurora,  like  a  buxom  chamber- 
maid, draws  aside  the  sable  curtains  of  the  night,  and  out 
bounces  from  his  bed  the  jolly  red-haired  Phoebus,  startled  at 
being  caught  so  late  in  the  embraces  of  Dame  Thetis.  Wit!i 
many  a  stable- boy  oath  he  harnesses  his  brazen-footed  steeds, 
and  whips,  and  lashes,  and  splashes  up  the  firmament,  like  a 
loitering  coachman,  half  an  hour  behind  his  time.  And  now 
behold  that  iipp  of  fame  and  prowess,  the  headstrong  Peter, 
bestriding  a  raw-boned,  switch-tailed  chai^cr,  gallantly  array* 
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ad  in  full  rogiiuenUtl.4,  auil  bracing  on  his  thigh  tltat  trus^ 
bruB-hiltei]  sui.nl,  wliich  h&d  wrought  such  fearful  dci'ds  on 
the  banks  "f  tho  I>clawafv. 

Behold  hiii'ii  aflor  him  lua  doughtjr  trnmpctor,  Vui  Ccor' 
lew,  mouiittil  on  s  k  ,  w&ll-<t;r<^>  mlico 

his  stone  ptitUe,  uhl  low  tho   tnightj  Risingh, 

slung  undir  hU  arm ;  •  ipet  displayed  vauntingljr 

in  his  right  hnn>l,  di'co  ^irgeous  banner,  on  which 

la  emblamnod  thci  gm  he  Manhat(<M».     See  them 

proudly  issuing  out  of  ,  like  an  iroa«liMl  hn 

yore,  with  his  faithful »  icels ;  the  populaoc  fol)< 

ing  with  their  eyes,  and  shouting  many  a  parting  wish,  and 
hearty  cheering. — Farewell,  Ilardkoppig  Piet !  Farewell, 
honest  Antony  ! — Pleasant  be  your  wayfaring — prosper- 
ous your  return  !  The  stoutest  hero  that  ever  drew  a 
sword,  and  the  worthiest  trumpeter  that  ever  trod  shoe- 
leather  ! 

Legends  are  lamentably  silent  about  the  events  that  befell 
our  adventurers  in  this  their  adronluroua  travel,  excepting 
the  Stuyvcsant  manuscript,  which  gives  the  substance  of  a 
pleasant  little  heroic  poem,  written  on  the  occasion  by  Domi- 
nic .'ngiSiua  Luyck,"  who  appears  to  have  been  the  poet- 
laureat  of  New  Amsterdam,  This  inestimable  manuscript 
assures  us,  that  it  was  a  rare  spectacle  to  behold  the  great 
Peter  and  his  loyal  follower  hailing  the  morning  sun,  and  re- 
joicing in  the  clear  countenance  of  nature,  as  they  pranced  it 

■  Tliia  IiUTck  was  morcorcr  rector  of  Ihe  Latin  School  In  Nieuir 
Ncdprlaiiijii,  IfiBS.  There  are  two  pieces  addressed  to -figidius  LuTck  in 
I).  Rrlfn's  MSS.  of  poeues,  upon  bli  marriage  Kith  Judith  Isendoorn. 


1 


HISTOBY  OF  NEW  YORK.  41? 

through  the  pastoral  scenes  of  Bloemen  Dacl;  which,  in 
those  days,  was  a  sweet  and  rural  valley,  beautified  with  many 
a  bright  wild-flower,  refreshed  by  many  a  pure  streamlet,  and 
enlivened  here  and  there  by  a  delectable  little  Dutch  cottage, 
sheltered  under  some  sloping  hill,  and  almost  buried  in  em- 
bowering trees. 

Now  did  they  enter  upon  the  confines  of  Connecticut, 
where  they  encountered  many  grievous  difficulties  and  perils. 
At  one  place  they  were  assailed  by  a  troop  of  country  squires 
and  militia  colonels,  who,  mounted  on  goodly  steeds,  hung 
upon  their  rear  for  several  miles,  harassing  them  exceedingly 
with  guesses  and  questions,  more  especially  the  worthy  Peter, 
whose  silver-chased  leg  excited  not  a  little  marvel.  At 
another  place,  hard  by  the  renowned  town  of  Stamford,  they 
Were  set  upon  by  a  great  and  mighty  legion  of  church  dea- 
cons, who  imperiously  demanded  of  them  fiVQ  shillings,  for 
travelling  on  Sunday,  and  threatened  to  carry  them  captive  to 
a  neigboring  church,  whose  steeple  peered  above  the  trees ; 
but  these  the  valiant  Peter  put  to  rout  with  little  difficulty, 
insomuch  that  they  bestrode  their  canes  and  galloped  off  in 
horrible  confusion,  leaving  their  cocked  hats  behind  in  the 
hurry  of  their  flight.  But  not  so  easily  did  he  escape  from 
the  hands  of  a  crafty  man  of  Pyquag ;  who,  with  undaunted 
perseverance,  and  repeated  onsets,  fairly  bargained  him  out 
of  his  goodly  switch-tailed  charger,  leaving  in  place  thereof  a 
villanous,  foundered  Narraganset  pacer. 

But  maugre  all  these  hardships,  they  pursued  their  jour. 

ney  cheerily  along  the  course  of  the  soft-flowing  Connecticut, 

whose  gentle  waves,  says  the  song,  roll  through  many  a  fertile 

?ale  and  sunny  plain ;  now  reflecting  the  lofty  spires  of  the 
18* 
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bustling  city,  and  now  the  rural  bc«utiea  of  the  humble  b.- 
Ict;  now  echoing  with  the  busy  hum  of  commerw,  and  [<"' 
with  the  cheerful  song  of  the  peasant. 

At  oTery  town  woutd  Peter  Stuy^-esant,  who  was  nuiH 
for  warlike  punctilio,  order  the  sturdy  Antony  to  soroi  * 
courteous  salutation ;    though  the  manuscript  obstTvps,  tb: 
the  inhabitants  were  thrown  into  great  dismay  when  tbcj  hmi  j 
of  his  approach.     For  the  fame  of  his  incouiparablt^  •cfainifl 
ments  on  the  Delaware  had  spread  throughout  the  nwi  oni^| 
try,  and  they  dreaded  lest  he  had  come  to  take  fcDg«WKt^H 
their  manifold  transgressions.  ^U 

But  the  good  Peter  rode  through  these  towns  with  ■  M^H 
ing  aspect;  waving  his  hand  with  inexpressible  majnty^H 
condescension ;  for  he  verily  believed  that  the  old  tlv^^l 
which  these  ingenious  people  had  thrust  into  their  br^^H 
windows,  and  the  festoons  of  dried  apples  aiid  peai^ita  ^H^H 
ornamented  the  fronts  of  tlieir  houses,  were  so  many  iM^| 
tions  in  honor  of  his  approach ;  as  it  was  tho  custom  i^^l 
days  of  chivalry  to  compliment  renowned  heroes  by  uii^^| 
ous  displays  of  tapestry  and  gorgeous  fiiniiture.  The  <nl^H 
crowded  to  the  doors  to  gaze  upon  htm  as  he  passed,  mi  ib^H 
does  prowess  in  arms  delight  the  gentle  sex.  Him  litlln  i^M 
dren,  too,  ran  after  him  in  troops,  staring  with  wnmlt*  it^l 
regitncnlals,  his  brimstone  breeches,  and  the  silver  gan>il^| 
of  his  wooden  If^.  Nor  must  I  omit  to  mention  the  ^| 
which  many  strapping  wenches  betrayed  at  hefaoldin;^| 
jovial  Von  Corlosr,  who  had  whilom  delighted  them  to  nJ^M 
with  his  trumpet,  when  he  bore  the  great  P«ti-r's  dnlbid^H 
the  Amphictyons.     The    kind-hcai-ted  Antuny  aliglitad  W^M 
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caKoo  marey  and  kissed  them  all  with  infinite  loving-kind- 
was  right  pleased  to  see  a  crew  of  little  trumpeters 
crowding  around  him  for  his  blessing;  each  of  whom  he 
patted  on  the  head,  bade  him  be  a  good  boy,  and  gave  him  a 
penny  to  buy  molasses  candy. 
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"VrOW  so  it  liappcneJ  ihnt  wliilc  the  groat  and  good  Peter 
■^"  Stujvi'sant,  followed  by  his  trusty  squire,  was  making 
Ilia  cliivalric  i>nigres8  through  tho  east  country,  a  dark  and 
direful  schi'iue  of  war  against  his  beloved  province,  was  f 
iiig  ill  that  nursery  i-fni'inslrous  projects,  the  British  Calj 

This,  we  nrc  confidenliy  informed,  was  the  result  of  the 
secret  instigations  of  the  great  council  of  the  league; 
finding  themselves  totally  incompetent  to  vie  in  arms  with 
tlie  lieavv-sterned  warriors  of  the  Jtnnhattocs  and  their 


headed  eoniniar 
setting  f.rlh  in 
of  this  delieio, 
foroi'  might  lie 
Co-oiierate  by  Ii 

r.ritish  I.i.m  w:i 
his  tail  ;   for  wc 


.l.T,  sent  emissaries  to  the  British  governr 
eloquent  hmgnago  tho  wonders  and  delights 
s  little  Duteh  Caiiiiim,  and  imploring  that  a 
ent  out  to  invade  it  by  sea,  while  they  should 
nd. 


■ies  arrived  at  n  critieal  juncture,  just  as  iho 
beginning  to  lirisllo  up  liia  mane  and  wag 
,ro  assured  by  the  anonymous  writer  of  tlio 
Stuvvesant  niamiseript,  (hat  the  astounding  victory  of  Peter 
uyvesant  at  Fort  Christina  luid  resounded  throughout  Eu- 
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rope ;  and  his  annexation  of  the  territory  of  New  Sweden 
had  awakened  the  jealousy  of  the  British  Cabinet  for  their 
wild  landrf  at  the  south.  This  jealousy  was  brought  to  a  head 
by  the  representations  of  Lord  Baltimore,  who  declared  .that 
the  territory  thus  annexed  lay  within  the  lands  granted  to 
him  by  the  British  crown,  and  he  claimed  to  be  protected  in 
his  rights.  Lord  Sterling,  another  British  subject^  claimed  the 
whole  of  Nassau  or  Long  Island,  once  the  Ophir  of  William 
the  Testy,  but  now  the  kitchon-gardcn  of  the  Manhattoes, 
which  he  declared  to  be  British  territory  by  the  right  of  dis- 
covcry,  but  unjustly  usurped  by  the  Nederlanders.  The 
result  of  all  these  rumors  and  representations  was  a  sudden 
zeal  on  the  part  of  his  majesty  Charles  the  Second,  for  the 
safety  and  well-being  of  his  transatlantic  possessions,  and  espe- 
cially for  the  recovery  of  the  New  Netherlands,  which  Yankee 
logic  had,  somehow  or  other,  proved  to  be  a  continuity 
of  the  territory  taken  possession  of  for  the  British  crown 
by  the  Pilgrims,  when  they  landed  on  Plymouth  rock,  fugi- 
tives from  British  oppression.  All  this  goodly  land,  thus 
wrongfully  held  by  the  Dutchmen,  he  presented,  in  a  fit  of 
affection,  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York :  a  donation  truly 
rr>yal,  since  none  but  great  sovereigns  have  a  right  to  give 
away  what  does  not  belong  to  them.  That  this  munificent 
gift  might  not  be  merely  nominal,  his  majesty  ordered  that 
an  armament  should  be  straightway  dispatched  to  invade  the 
city  of  New  Amsterdam  by  land  and  water,  and  put  his 
brother  in  complete  possession  of  the  premises. 

Thus  critically  situated  are  the  affairs  of  the  New  Neder- 
landers. While  the  honest  burghers  are  smoking  their  pipes 
in  sober  security,  and  the  privy  councillors  are  snoring  in  the 
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oomtdl  duun'bcr ;  while  Peter  the  tieajstrong  is  undauntedly 
miking  hia  way  through  the  eaot  country  in  the  confident  hope 
by  bonest  words  &iid  uiuily  deeds  tu  bring  Uie  grand  council 
to  terms,  a  hostile  Revt  is  8w«eping  like  a  ibundor-cluud  across 
tbe  Atlantic,  s<hai  to  rattle  a  storm  of  var  about  the  cars  of 
tlie  dozing  Ni.-d'T landers,  and  to  the  mettle  of  their  gov- 
ernor to  the  triul. 


But  come  what  may,  I  h 
varlike  conflicts  and  doubtful 
himaelf  like  a  gallant,  noble-i 
Forward,  then,  to  the  charge ! 


D  my  voracity,  that  in  all 

litics,  ho  will  evfr  acquit 

obstinate  old  cavalier. — 

i«  out,  propiiinus  stars,  on 


the  renowned  city  of  the  MaiihatKws ;   and  the  blessing  of 
St.  Nicholas  go  with  thofr'-honcsl  Peter  Stuyvcsont, 


CHAPTEB  YL 

or  Fim  8TnTTX8Airr*8  XXPIDITION   into    THI    east    country,   8B0WIN0 
THAT,  THOUGH  AN   OLD  BIRD,   HE   DID  NOT   UNDIR8TAND  TRAP. 

GREAT  nations  resemble  great  men  in  this  particular,  that 
their  greatness  is  seldom  known  until  they  got  in  trouble ; 
adversity,  therefore,  has  been  wisely  denominated  the  ordeal  of 
true  greatness,  which,  like  gold,  can  never  receive  its  real  esti- 
mation until  it  has  passed  through  the  furnace.  In  propor- 
tion, therefore,  as  a  nation,  a  community,  or  an  individual 
(possessing  the  inherent  quality  of  greatness)  is  involved  in 
perils  and  misfortunes,  in  proportion  does  it  rise  in  grandeur 
— and  even  when  sinking  under  calamity,  makes,  like  a  house 
on  fire,  a  more  glorious  display  then  ever  it  did  in  the  fairest 
period  of  its  prosperity. 

The  vast  empire  of  China,  though  teeming  with  population 
and  imbibing  and  concentrating  the  wealth  of  nations,  has 
vc^tated  through  a  succession  of  drowsy  ages ;  and  were  it 
not  for  its  internal  revolutions,  and  the  subversion  of  its  an- 
cient government  by  the  Tartars,  might  have  presented  noth- 
ing but  a  dull  detail  of  monotonous  prosperity.  Pompeii  and 
Ilerculaneum  might  have  passed  into  oblivion,  with  a  herd  of 
their  oontemporaries,  had  they  not  been  fortunately  over* 
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Thelmed  by  n  vnUymf.  The  rcnowni^  city  of  Troy  ncqnirod 
celebrity  only  frmii  iis  tun  ycam*  distrpss,  and  fin&l  conHagra- 
tiou:  Paris  rose  in  importaiioa  by  the  plots  and  nuusncros 
vhich  encldl  in  thi?  rxullHtion  of  NH{mieon;  and  Dveti  the 
mighty  Louiinii  \u\»  skulkml  thrc  hu  rucardu  of  time,  oAo- 

brated  for  iii.iihitig  uf  moment  e\  ig  the  pla^e,  the  prvM. 
fire,  and  Guy  Fauv's  goiip'  I     Thos  citiea  and  em- 

pires cree]t  nlong,  I'lilar^iiij  it  nWurity,  until  tbey 

burst  fortb  ill  Biiuio  iremt  iriiity — and  atiatch,  as  it 

were,  immnrtiiiiiy  fi-oiu  the  ! 

The  abovp  principle  being  &•  cd,  my  reader  will  plain- 
ly perceive  that  the  city  of  New  Amsterdam  and  its  depend- 
ent province  are  on  the  high  roud  to  greatness.  Dangers 
and  hostilities  threaten  from  every  side,  and  it  is  really  a 
matter  of  astonishment,  how  so  small  a  state  has  been  able,  in 
BO  eliort  a  time,  tu  entangle  itself  in  so  many  ditllculties.  Ever 
since  the  pT■o^■ineo  was  first  taken  by  the  nose,  at  the  Fort  of 
Gocd  Hoop,  in  the  tranijiiil  days  of  Wouter  Van  Twiller, 
has  it  been  gradually  increasing  in  historic  importance ;  and 
never  could  it  lune  had  a  more  appropriate  chieftain  to  con- 
duet  it  to  the  pinnacle  of  grandeur  than  Peter  Stuyvesant, 

This  truly  hea.!slnmg  hero  having  successfully  cfTectcd  his 
daring  progress  through  the  east  country,  girded  up  his  loins 
as  he  approached  Doston,  and  prepared  for  the  grand  onslaught 
viilh  the  Amphictyons,  which  was  to  be  the  crowning  achieve- 
ment (if  the  campaign.  Throwing  Antony  Van  Corlear,  who, 
with  his  calico  mare,  formed  his  escort  and  army,  a  little  in  the 
advance,  and  biilding  him  bo  of  sloul  heart  and  great  wind ;  he 
placed  himself  firmly  in  bis  saddle,  cocked  his  hat  more  fierce- 
ly over  his  left  eye,  summoned  all  the  heroism  of  his  soul  in. 
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to  his  countenance,  and,  with  one  arm  akimbo,  the  hand  rest* 
ing  on  the  pommel  of  his  sword,  rode  into  the  groat  metropo- 
lis of  the  league,  Antony  sounding  his  trumpet  before  him  in 
a  manner  to  electrify  the  whole  community. 

Never  was  there  such  a  stir  in  Boston  as  on  this  occasion ; 
never  such  a  hurrying  hither  and  tliither  about  the  streets ; 
such  popping  of  heads  out  of  windows ;  such  gathering  of 
knots  in  market-places.  Peter  Stuyvesant  was  a  straightfor- 
ward man,  and  prone  to  do  every  thing  above  board.  He 
would  have  ridden  at  once  to  the  great  council-house  of  the 
league  and  sounded  a  parley  ;  but  the  grand  council  knew  the 
mettlesome  hero  they  had  to  deal  with,  and  were  not  for  doing 
things  in  a  hurry.  On  the  contrary  they  sent  forth  deputa- 
tions to  meet  him  on  the  way  ;  to  receive  him  in  a  stylo  befit- 
ting the  great  potentate  of  the  Manhattoes,  and  to  multiply  all 
kinds  of  honors,  and  ceremonies,  and  formalities,  and  other 
conrteous  impediments  in  his  path.  Solemn  banquets  were 
accordingly  given  him,  equal  to  thanksgiving  feasts.  Compli- 
mentary speeches  were  made  him,  wherein  he  was  entertained 
with  the  surpassing  virtues,  long  sufferings,  and  achievements 
of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers ;  and  it  is  even  said  he  was  treated  to 
a  sight  of  Plymouth  Rock,  that  great  corner-stone  of  Yankee 
empire. 

I  will  not  detain  my  readers  by  recounting  the  endless 
devices  by  which  time  was  wasted,  an<i  obstacles  and  delays 
multiplied  to  the  infinite  annoyance  of  the  impatient  Peter. 
Neither  will  1  fatigue  them  by  dwelling  on  his  negotiati<ms 
with  the  grand  council,  when  he  at  length  brought  them  to 
business.  Suffice  it  to  say,  it  was  like  most  other  diplomatic 
negotiations ;  a  great  deal  was  said  and  very  little  done ;  one 
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conversation  led  to  another,  one  conference  brgot  misuK 
stanilings  which  it  took  a  dozen  conferences  to  oxpUio,  it 
Mid  of  which  both  parties  found  themselves  just  w1ict«  tl 
hod  begun,  but  ten  times  less  likely  to  come  to  an 

In  the  midst  gf  these  perplexities  which  bewildeitJ 
brain  and  incensed  the  ire  of  honest  Peter,  he  r«*ired  ] 
vate  intelligence  of  the  dark  conspiracy  matured  in  the  Bril 
cabinet,  with  tlie  astounding  fiict  tliat  a  British  s^uadruo  nt 
already  on  the  way  bj  invade  New  Amsterdam  by  s«;  J 
that  the  grand  council  of  Amphlctyons,  while  thus  Ixfililii 
him  witli  subtleties,  were  actually  prepared  to  co-opmlt ) 
laud! 

Oh  !  how  did  the  sturdy  old  warrior  rage  and  fMr,*t' 
he  found  himself  thus  entrapped,  like  a  lion  in  the  hunM 
toil !  Now  did  he  draw  his  trusty  sword,  aiid  dei«<nniiill 
break  in  upon  the  council  of  the  Amphictyoos  and  put  tM 
mother's  son  of  thcjn  to  death.  Now  did  he  resolve  tit  (^ 
his  way  throughout  all  the  rt^ion  of  the  eiist,andlo  luTv' 
Connecticut  river ! 

Gallant,  but  unfortunate  Peter  !  Did  I  not  onKTwil'i*' 
forebodings  on  this  ill-starred  enpodition  I  Oid  I  oot  vt» 
ble  when  1  saw  thee,  with  no  other  counsellor  than  tbinrrt* 
head  ;  no  other  armor  but  an  honest  tongue,  a  spoilt 
science,  and  a  rusty  swonl ;  no  other  pniteetor  but  St  N"* 
las,  and  no  other  attendant  but  a  trumpeter — did  I  not 
when  1  beheld  thee  thus  sally  forth  tu  contend  with  t&  '^ 
knowing  powers  of  Nvw  England  ! 

It  was  a  long  time  before  the  kind-lieartcd 
of  Antony  Van  Corlear,  aided   by  the  soothing  mAoif* 
his  trumpet,  could  lower  the  spirits  of  PeUv  Stayviaut 
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cheir  warlike  and  vindictive  tones,  and  prevent  his  making 
widows  and  orphans  of  half  the  population  of  Boston.  With 
great  difficulty,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  bottle  up  his  wrath 
for  the  present ;  to  conceal  from  the  council  his  knowledge  of 
their  machinations,  and  by  effecting  his  escape,  to  be  able  ta 
arrive  in  time  for  the  salvation  of  the  Manhattocs. 

The  latter  suggestion  awakened  a  new  ray  of  hope  in  hif 
bosom ;  he  forthwith  despatched  a  secret  message  to  his  coun 
cillora  at  New  Amsterdam,  apprising  them  of  their  danger, 
and  commanding  them  to  put  the  city  in  a  posture  of  defence ; 
promising  to  come  as  soon  as  possible  to  their  assistance. 
Tliis  done,  he  felt  marvellously  relieved,  rose  slowly,  shook 
himself  like  a  rhinoceros,  and  issued  forth  from  his  den,  in 
much  the  same  manner  as  Giant  Despair  is  described  to  have 
issued  from  Doubting  Castle,  in  the  chivalric  history  of  the 
Pilgrim's  Progress. 

And  now  much  does  it  grieve  me  that  I  must  leave  the 
gallant  Peter  in  this  imminent  jeopardy  ;  but  it  behooves  us 
to  hurry  back  and  see  what  is  going  on  at  Now  Amsterdam, 
for  greatly  do  I  fear  tliat  city  is  already  in  a  turmoil.  Such 
was  ever  the  fiite  of  Peter  Stuyvesant ;  while  doing  one  thing 
with  heart  and  soul,  he  was  too  apt  to  leave  every  thing  else 
at  sixes  and  sevens.  While,  like  a  potentate  of  yore,  he  was 
absent  attending  to  those  things  in  person  which  in  modern 
days  are  trusted  to  generals  and  ambassadors,  his  little  terri- 
tory at  home  was  sure  to  get  in  an  uproar ; — all  which  was 
owing  to  tliat  uncommon  strength  of  intellect,  which  induced 
him  to  trust  to  nobody  but  himself,  and  which  had  acquired 
him  the  renowned  appellation  of  Peter  the  Headstrong. 
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^ht  more  truly  interesting  to  n  philosnpher 
iiitj,  where  every  individual  has  a  voii*o  in 
public  aflaii's ;  wliiTC  every  individual  considors  hiitiKt^lf  the 
Atlas  of  tilt!  itatioii ;  mid  where  every  individual  thinks  it  his 
duty  to  bestir  himsilf  for  tho  gwod  of  his  country  :  I  say, 
thfre  is  nothing  mure  interesting  to  n  philosopluT  than  sufh  a 
community  in  a  sudden  bustle  of  war.  Such  clamor  of  tongues 
— such  patriotic  bawling — such  running  liithcr  and  tliither — 
every  body  in  a  hurry — every  Ixidy  in  trouble— every  body 
iti  the  way, and  every  body  interrupting  his  neighbor — who  is 
busily  empl'iyed  in  doing  nothing!  It  is  like  witnessing  a 
great  fire,  where  the  whole  community  are  agog — some  drag- 
ging alHiut  empty  engines — others  scanipering  with  fidl  buck- 
ets, and  s[)illi[ig  the  contents  into  their  neighbor's  boots — and 
others  ringing  the  thurch  bells  all  night,  by  way  of  putting  out 
the  fire.  Little  firemen— like  sturdy  little  knights  storming  a 
breach,  elamUring  up  and  down  seal ing-laJd its,  and  bawling 
through  tin  trumpets,  liy  way  of  direcliag  the  attack.     Here 
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h  fellow,  in  his  great  2cal  to  save  the  property  of  the  unfor- 
tunate, catches  up  an  anonymous  chamber  utensil,  and  gallants 
it  off  with  an  air  of  as  much  self*importance  as  if  he  had  rescued 
a  pot  of  money:  there  another  throws  looking-glasses  and 
china  out  of  the  window,  to  save  them  from  the  flames  :  whilst 
those  who  can  do  nothing  else  run  up  and  down  the  streets, 
keeping  up  an  incessant  cry  of  Fire  !  Fire  !  Fire  I 

**  When  the  news  arrived  at  Sinopc,"  says  Lucian — though 
I  own  the  story  is  rather  trite — "  tliat  Philip  was  about  to 
attack  them,  the  inliabitants  were  thrown  into  a  violent  alarm. 
Some  ran  to  furbish  up  their  arms ;  others  rolled  stones  to 
build  up  the  walls — every  body,  in  short,  was  employed  and 
every  body  in  the  way  of  his  neighbor.  Diogenes  alone  c<:)uld 
find  nothing  to  do — whereupon,  not  to  be  idle  when  the  wel- 
fare of  his  country  was  at  stake,  he  tucked  up  his  robe,  and 
fell  to  rolling  his  tub  with  might  and  main  up  and  down  the 
Gymnasium."  In  like  manner  did  every  mother's  son  in  the 
patriotic  community  of  New  Amsterdam,  on  receiving  the 
missive  of  Peter  Stuyvesaut,  busy  himself  most  mightily  in 
putting  things  in  confusion,  and  assisting  the  general  uproar. 
"  Every  man  " — saith  the  Stuy  vesant  manuscript — "  flew  to 
arms !" — by  whidi  is  meant,  that  not  one  of  our  honest  Dutch 
citizens  would  venture  to  church  or  to  market  without  an  old- 
fashioned  spit  of  a  sword  dangling  at  his  side,  and  a  long  Dutch 
fowling-piece  on  his  shoulder ;  nor  would  ho  go  out  of  a  night 
without  a  lantern  ;  nor  turn  a  comer  without  first  peeping  cau- 
tiously round,  lest  he  should  a^me  unawares  upon  a  British 
army ; — and  we  arc  informed  that  Stoflel  BrinkerhofT,  who 
was  considered  by  the  old  women  almost  as  brave  a  man  as 
the  governor  himself,  actually  had  two   one-pound   swivels 
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mounted  in  his  entry,  Line  p>^jnting  out  nt  thin  front  lioor,  and 
die  other  at  the  bnck. 

Bat  the  most  strenuous  measure  resorted  to  on  this  awful 
occasion,  and  one  wliich  has  sinc«  been  found  of  wonderful 
eflkacf,  waa  to  assemble  popular  r  "ngs.  These  brawling 
convocations,  I  Imvc  already  showi  re  extremely  olTensive 

to  Peter  StnyvcsiiTit ;  but  as  this  vras  a  moment  of  unusual 
agitation  and  aa  the  old  govemu  ot  present  to  repnss 

them,  they  broke  out  with  intol  a  violence.  Hither, 
therefore,  the  omturs  and  politician  paired ;  striving  who 
ahould  bawl  loudcnC,  and  exoi'ed  tho  thers  in  hyperliolical 
bursts  of  patriotism,  and  in  resolutions  to  uphold  and  defend 
the  govemmont.  In  these  sage  meetings  it  was  resolved  that 
they  were  tho  most  enlightened,  the  most  dignified,  the  most 
formidable,  and  the  most  ancient  community  upon  the  fjice  of 
the  earth.  This  resolution  being  carried  unanimously,  another 
was  immediately  proposed — whether  it  were  not  possil)lc  and 
politic  to  exterminate  Great  Britain  1  upon  which  sixty-nine 
members  spolte  in  the  adirmative,  and  only  one  arose  to  sug- 
gest some  doubts — who,  as  a  punishment  for  his  treasonable 
presumption,  was  immediately  seized  by  the  mob,  and  tarred 
and  fenthiTcd — which  punishment  being  equivalent  to  tho 
Tarpcian  Rock,  he  was  afVrwards  considered  as  an  outcast  from 
society,  and  his  opinion  went  for  nothing.  The  question,  thercv 
fore,  being  unanimously  carried  in  the  affirmative,  it  was 
recommended  to  the  grand  council  to  pass  it  into  a  law  ; 
which  was  accordingly  done.  By  tiiis  measure  the  hearts  of 
the  peiiple  nt  large  were  wonderfully  encourageil,  and  (hey 
waxed  excee<1ingly  choleric  and  valorous.  Indeed,  the  first 
paroxysm  of  alarm  having  in  some  measure  subsided — the 


1 


HI8T0HV  OF  NEW  YOSK.  431 

old  women  having  buried  all  the  money  they  could  lay  their 
hands  on,  and  their  husbands  daily  getting  fuddled  with  what 
was  left — ^the  community  began  even  to  stand  on  the  ofTensive. 
Songs  were  manufactured  in  Low  Dutch  and  sung  about  the 
streets,  wherein  the  English  were  most  wofully  beaten,  and 
shown  no  quarter ;  and  popular  addresses  were  made,  where- 
in it  was  proved,  to  a  certainty,  that  the  fate  of  Old  England 
depended  upon  the  will  of  the  New  Amsterdammers. 

Fiiully,  to  strike  a  violent  blow  at  the  very  vitals  of  Great 
Britain,  a  multitude  of  the  wiser  inhabitants  asscmbk^d,  and 
having  purchased  all  the  British  manufactures  they  could  find, 
they  made  thereof  a  huge  bonfire ;  and,  in  the  patriotic  glow 
of  the  moment,  every  man  present,  who  hod  a  hat  or  breeches 
of  English  workmanship,  pulled  it  off,  and  threw  it  into  the 
flames — to  the  irreparable  detriment,  loss,  and  ruin,  of  the 
English  manufacturers.  In  commemoration  of  this  great  ex- 
ploit, they  erected  a  pole  on  the  spot,  with  a  device  on  the  top 
intended  to  represent  the  province  of  Nieuw  Nedcrlands  de- 
stroying Great  Britain,  under  the  similitude  of  an  Eagle  pick- 
ing the  little  Island  of  Old  England  out  of  the  globe ;  but 
either  through  the  unskilfulncss  of  the  sculptor,  or  his  ill' 
timed  waggery,  it  bore  a  striking  resemblance  to  a  goose, 
vainly  striving  to  get  hold  of  a  dumpling. 
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tHO  TH>  TALOB  or   WOUlS   IN 

TT  will  need  Imt  little  ponctrntion  in  nny  otic convcrsanl  with 
-'-  the  waja  of  that  wise  Uut  wiiuly  pi.tentuto,  tlio  sov(Toi!;ii 
pi'Opio,  U>  disTOvcr  that  notwithstiinding  all  the  warlike  IjIiis- 
ter  and  biistly  "f  the  last  chapter,  the  tily  of  New  Anisterdam 
was  not  a  whit  more  prepared  for  war  than  before.  The 
pi'ivycimncillors  of  Peter  Stiivvesaiit  were  aware  of  this  ;  aiid, 
Iiaving  reciived  his  private  orders  to  put  the  city  Id  an  imme- 
diate posture  of  di-fenee,  they  called  ft  meeting  of  the  oldest 
nnd  riehest  liurghers  to  assist  them  with  their  wisdom.  Theso 
were  that  order  of  Citizens  coiiimiHily  termed  "  men  of  the 
greatest  weight  in  the  commnnity  ;  "  their  weight  being  esti- 
mated !iy  the  heaviness  of  their  heads  and  of  their  purses. 
Their  wisdom  in  fact  is  apt  to  lie  of  a  ponderous  kind,  and  to 
hiuig  like  a  mill  stone  round  the  neek  of  the  community. 

Two  things  were  unanimously  determini>d  in  this  assemhly 
of  veneraliles :  First,  that  the  city  required  to  be  put  in  a 
Btate  of  defence ;  and  Swond,  that,  as  the  danger  waa  immi- 
nent, there  should  bo  no  time  lost :  wliieh  points  being  settled, 


HISTORY  OF  NEW   YORK.  433 

they  ftill  to  making  long  speeches  and  belaboring  one  another 
in  endless  and  intemperate  disputes.  For  about  this  time 
was  this  unhappy  city  first  visited  by  that  talking  endemic, 
so  prevalent  in  this  country,  and  which  so  invariably  evinces 
itst'lf,  wherever  a  number  of  wise  men  assemble  together; 
breaking  out  in  long,  windy  speeches ;  caused,  as  physicians 
suppose,  by  the  foul  air  which  is  ever  generated  in  a  crowd. 
Now  it  was,  moreover,  that  they  first  introduced  the  ingenious 
method  of  measuring  the  merits  of  an  harangue  by  the  hour- 
glass ;  he  being  considered  the  ablest  orator  who  spoke  longest 
on  a  question.  For  which  excellent  invention,  it  is  recorded, 
we  are  indebted  to  the  same  profound  Dutch  critic  who  judged 
of  books  by  their  size. 

This  sudden  passion  for  endle-ss  harangues,  so  little  con- 
sonant with  the  customary  gravity  and  taciturnity  of  our 
sage  forefathers,  was  supposed  by  certain  philosophers  to  have 
l>een  imbibed,  together  with  divers  other  barbarous  propen- 
sities, fn)m  their  savage  neighbors ;  who  were  pcciillarly  noted 
for  lonff  talks  and  cwinciljires^  and  never  undertook  any  aflair 
of  the  least  importance,  without  previous  debates  and  ha- 
mngues  among  their  chiefs  and  old  men.  But  the  real  cause 
was,  that  the  pex)ple,  in  electing  their  representatives  to  the 
grand  council,  were  particular  in  choosing  them  for  their  talents 
at  talking,  without  inquiring  whether  they  possessed  the  more 
rare,  difficult,  and  ofltimes  important  talent  of  holding  their 
tongues.  The  consequence  was,  that  this  deliberative  body 
was  composed  of  the  most  loquacious  men  in  the  community. 
As  they  considered  themselves  placed  there  to  talk,  ev<^ry  man 
concluded  that  his  duty  to  his  constituents,  and,  what  is  more, 

his  popularity  with  them,  required  that  he  should  harangue 
19 
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on  every  Bubji-t't,  wlirtlter  bo  underetoo*!  il  or  not.  That 
was  an  ancieui  mmlo  of  burying  a  chicftnio.  by  every  soldier 
throwing  his  »hiM  full  o(  earth  on  th«<  corpM^  until  a  mighty 
mound  was  fi_ir  jiii?>l  ;  ho  whenever  a  qut^ion  was  brought  for- 
ward in  this  u!>aeni1)ly,  ev<  ilior  pressing  forward  tt> 
tiirow  on  his  quaiitum  of  wi  the  subject  waa  quickly 
buried  under  a  mountain  < 

We  are  iM,  that  dis.  ntering  the  achwil  nf  Py. 

tbagoraa,  were  fur  two  yea  A  siluttco,  aiid  furbiddi-n 

either  to  ask  questions,  or  mark*.     After  thfiy  bod 

thus  acquired  the  inestim  if  holding  llieir  Umgues, 

they  were  gradually  permitted  to  make  inquiries,  and  finally 
to  communicate  their  own  (ipiuiona. 

With  what  a  beneficial  cfiett  could  this  wise  regulation  of 
Pythagoras  be  introduced  in  modern  legislative  bodies — and 
how  wundei'fully  would  it  have  tended  to  expedite  business  in 
the  grand  council  of  the  Munhattoes ! 

At  this  perilous  juncture  the  fatal  word  economy,  the 
stumbling-block  of  William  the  Testy,  had  been  once  more  set 
afloat,  according  to  whicli  the  cheapest  plan  of  defence  was  in- 
sisted upon  as  the  best ;  it  being  dcenicd  a  great  stroke  of 
policy  in  furnishing  powder  to  economize  in  ball. 

Thus  did  dame  Wisdom  (whom  the  wags  of  antiquity 
have  humorously  personified  as  a  woman)  seem  to  take  a  mis- 
chievous pleasure  in  jilting  the  venerable  councillors  of  New 
Amsterdam.  To  add  to  the  confusion,  the  old  factions  of 
Stiort  Pipi's  and  Long  Pipes,  which  had  tieen  almost  strangled 
by  the  herculean  grasp  of  Peter  Scujvesant,  now  sprang  up 
with  tenfold  vigor.  Whatever  was  proposed  by  Short  Pijio 
was  opposed  by   the  whole  tribe  of  Long  Pipes,  who,  like 
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trae  partisanSy  deemed  it  their  first  duty  to  effect  the  downfall 
of  their  rivals ;  their  second  to  elevate  themselves,  and  their 
third,  to  consult  the  public  good ;  though  many  left  the  third 
consideration  out  of  question  altogether. 

In  this  great  collision  of  hard  heads  it  is  astonishing  the 
number  of  projects  that  were  struck  out ;  projects  which 
threw  the  wind-mill  system  of  William  the  Testy  completely 
in  the  background.  These  were  almost  uniformly  opposed 
by  the  "  men  of  the  greatest  weight  in  the  community  ! "  your 
weighty  men,  though  slow  to  devise,  being  always  great  at 
**  negativing."  Among  these  were  a  set  of  fat,  self-important 
old  burghers,  who  smoked  their  pipes,  and  said  nothing  ex- 
cept to  negative  every  plan  of  defence  proposed.  These  were 
that  class  of  **  conservatives,"  who  having  amassed  a  fortune, 
button  up  their  pockets,  shut  their  mouths,  sink,  as  it  were, 
into  themselves,  and  pass  the  rest  of  their  lives  in  the  in- 
dwelling beatitude  of  conscious  wealth  ;  as  some  phlegmatic 
oyster,  having  swallowed  a  pearl,  closes  its  shell,  sinks  in  the 
mud,  and  devotes  the  rest  of  its  life  to  the  conservation  of  its 
treasure.  Every  plan  of  defence  seemed  to  these  worthy  old 
gentlemen  pregnant  with  ruin.  An  armed  force  was  a  legion 
of  locusts  preying  upon  the  public  property — to  fit  out  a 
naval  armament  was  to  throw  their  money  into  the  sea — to 
build  fortifications  was  to  bury  it  in  the  dirt.  In  short,  they 
settled  it  as  a  sovereign  maxim,  so  long  as  their  pockets  were 
full,  no  matter  how  much  they  were  drubbed.  A  kick  left 
no  scar — a  broken  head  cured  itself — ^but  an  empty  purse  was 
of  all  maladies  the  slowest  to  heal,  and  one  in  which  nature 
did  nothing  for  the  patient. 

Thus  did  this  venerable  assembly  of  sages  lavish  away 
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that  time  which  the  urgency  of  affiiirs  rendered  imril 
in  emptj  brawls  and  long-winded  speeches,  without  ever 
ing,  except  on  the  point  with  which  they  started,  namd; 
there  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  and  delay  was  ruinau 
length,  St.  Nicholas  taking  compassion  on  their  dist 
situation,  and  anxious  to  preserve  them  from  anarchy, 
dered,  that  in  the  midst  of  one  of  their  most  noisy  di 
on  the  subject  of  fortification  and  defence,  when  the 
nearly  (alien  to  loggerheads  in  consequence  of  not  beiq 
to  convince  each  other,  the  question  was  happily  settled  I 
sudden  entrance  of  a  messenger,  who  informed  tbem  i 
hostile  fleet  had  arrived,  and  was  actually  advanciiig'fl| 
bay! 


CIIAPTEil  IX, 

B  WHICH  THl  TROUBLES  OV  NEW  AMSTERDAX  APPEAR  TO  THICKEV — 
BBOWINO  THE  BRATERT,  IN  TIME  OP  PERIL,  OP  A  PEOPLE  WHO  DE- 
FEND THEM8ELTES  BT   RESOLUTIONS. 

I  IKE  as  an  assemblage  of  belligerent  cats,  gibbering  and 
*-'  cater- wauling ;  eyeing  one  another  with  hideous  grimaces 
>Hi  contortions ;  spitting  in  each  other's  faces,  and  on  the 
t>int  of  a  general  clapperrclawing,  are  suddenly  put  to  scam- 
Kting  rout  and  confusion  by  the  appearance  of  a  house-dog ; 
>  was  the  no  less  vociferous  council  of  New  Amsterdam 
k^azed,  astounded,  and  totally  dispersed,  by  the  sudden  arrival 

the  enemy.  Every  member  waddled  home  as  fast  as  his 
i^rt  legs  could  carrry  him,  wheezing  as  he  went  with  corpu- 
K^'  and  terror.  Arrived  at  his  castle,  he  barricadoed  the 
t*eet-door,  and  buried  himself  in  the  cider-cellar,  without 
Suturing  to  peep  out,  lest  he  should  have  his  head  carried  off 
r  a  cannon  ball. 

The  sovereign  people  crowded  into  the  market-place,  herd- 
g  together  with  the  instinct  of  sheep,  who  seek  safety  in 
k*h  other's  company,  when  the  shepherd  and  his  dog  are 
^sent,  and  the  wt>lf  is  prowling  round  the  fold.  Far  from 
^ding  relief,  however,  they  only  increased  each  other's  ter- 
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nearly  (alien  to  loggerheads  in  consequenc 
to  convince  each  other,  the  question  was  k 
stidden  entrance  of  a  messenger,  who  in 
hostile  fleet  had  arrivedi  and  was  actual] 
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CHAPTEil  IX. 

ni  WBICH  THl  TROUBLES  OV  NEW  AMSTERDAM  APPEAR  TO  THICKER — 
SHOWING  THE  BRATERT,  IN  TIME  OP  PERIL,  OP  A  PEOPLE  WHO  DE- 
PEND THEMSELTES  BT   RESOLUTIONS. 

LIKE  as  an  assemblage  of  belligerent  cats,  gibbering  and 
cater-wauling;  eyeing  one  another  with  hideous  grimaces 
and  contortions ;  spitting  in  each  other's  faces,  and  on  the 
point  of  a  general  clappecrclawing,  are  suddenly  put  to  scam- 
pering rout  and  confusion  by  the  appearance  of  a  house-dog ; 
so  was  the  no  less  vociferous  council  of  New  Amsterdam 
amazed,  astounded,  and  totally  dispersed,  by  the  sudden  arrival 
of  the  enemy.  Every  member  waddled  home  as  fast  as  his 
short  1^  could  carrry  him,  wheezing  as  he  went  with  corpu- 
lency and  terror.  Arrived  at  his  castle,  he  barricadoed  the 
street-door,  and  buried  himself  in  the  cider-cellar,  without 
venturing  to  peep  out,  lest  he  should  have  his  head  carried  off 
by  a  cannon  ball. 

The  sovereign  people  crowded  into  the  market-place,  herd- 
ing  together  with  the  instinct  of  sheep,  who  seek  safety  in 
each  other's  company,  when  the  shepherd  and  his  dog  are 
absent,  and  the  wolf  is  prowling  round  the  fold.  Far  from 
finding  relief,  however,  they  only  increased  each  other's  ter- 
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ntffroKv  or  Nt:w  yore. 


tHe  exoeM  of  iiis  wmtli,  fmin  doscendiiig  down  from  lite  inou»  ] 
tains,  uid  fiiHiti^-,  swunl  in  liand,  \i\Mn  certain  of  tiie  Ixtib  I 
der-towns,  \tliri  uon-  imu-shiilling  forth  their  dri^le^sikd.  I 
militia. 


The  tint  movompnt  of 
dwelling,  wjiH  i.i  incniiit  th 
with  rueful  iv-]MX'l  tliy  \i 
come  to  aiK'lior  in  tlio  I 
frigates,  having  uti  bonrd,  a« 
"  throe  hund  roii  valluiil  rr 
he  aat  hiinsell' down  and  wr 


ivomor,  on  reaching  hit 
whfiioo  ho  (kiiitcfiijilaied 
idron.     'I'his  had  tdrt'ady 

consisted  of  two  Htmut 
:iB8elyn,  gont.,  Informs  lu^ 

Having  taken  thin  survey, 
aiatle  to  the  eommnndiv^  i 


dpiiimidinf;  the  ri'iison  of  his  nnchoring  in  the  harlwr  without 
I'lilaiiiiii^  ]>ri'viiius  pprniissiim  wi  to  do.  This  k'tliT  was 
cciiiclii'ii  ill  Iho  luost  digiiifn'i]  niid  eourteoua  terms,  though  I 
li:ive  it  I'riim  uniioiibteil  authority  that  his  toeth  were  clitichivl, 
and  he  biil  a  l.itler  Biirdoiiic  prill  upon  his  visage  all  the-  while 
ho  wriiti'.  Having  despatdied  his  letter,  the  grim  Peter 
Rtunipod  to  anil  fro  aliout  the  town  with  a  most  war-betoken- 
ing eou  lite  nance,  his  liaiuls  thrust  into  his  breeches  poekets, 
and  whistliiif;  a  Low  Dutch  psalm-tune,  which  bore  no  small 
ri'sembhuiei'  to  the  music  of  a  northoast  wind,  when  a  storm 
is  l)re\vin2.  'ITic  vei'j  dogs  as  they  eyed  him  skulked  away 
in  dismay  ;  while  all  the  old  and  ugly  women  of  New  Am- 
slerdatn  ran  how  ling  at  his  hei'ls,  imploring  him  to  save  them 
from  murder,  robbery,  and  pitiless  ravishment! 

The  reply  «-f  Colonel  Nieholas,  who  commanded  the  in- 
vaders,  was  eoueheil  in  terms  of  e<]ual  courtesy  with  the  letter 
of  the  governor ;  declaring  the  right  and  title  of  his  British 
Majesty  to  the  province;  whore  he  affirmed  the  Dutch  to  be 
mere  interlopers ;  and  demanding  that  the  town  forts,  etc, 
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should  be  forthwith  rendered  into  his  majesty's  obedience  and 
protection ;  promising,  at  the  same  time,  life,  liberty,  estate, 
and  free  trade,  to  every  Dutch  denizen  who  should  readily 
submit  to  his  majesty^s  government 

Peter  Stuyvcsant  road  over  this  friendly  epistle  with  some 
such  harmony  of  aspect  as  we  may  suppose  a  crusty  farmer 
reads  the  loving  letter  of  John  Stiles,  warning  him  of  an  action 
of  ejectment.  lie  was  not,  however,  to  be  taken  by  sur- 
prise ;  but,  thrusting  the  summons  into  his  breeches  pocket, 
stalked  three  times  across  the  room,  took  a  pinch  of  snuff  with 
great  vehemence,  and  then,  loflily  waving  his  hand,  promised 
to  send  an  answer  the  next  morning.  He  now  summoned  a 
general  meeting  of  his  privy  councillors  and  burgomasters,  not 
to  ask  their  advice,  for,  confident  in  his  OM-n  strong  head,  he 
needed  no  man's  counsel,  but  apparently  to  give  them  a  piece 
of  his  mind  on  their  late  craven  conduct. 

His  orders  being  duly  promulgated,  it  was  a  piteous  sight 

to  behold  the  late  valiant  bui^omasters,  who  had  demolished 

the  whole  British  empire  in  their  harangues,  peeping  ruefully 

out  of  their  hiding-places ;  crawling  cautiously  forth ;  dodging 

through  narrow  lanes  and  alleys ;  starting  at  every  little  dog 

that  barked ;    mistaking  lamp-posts  for  British  grenadiers ; 

and,  in  the  excess  of  their  panic,  metamorphosing  pumps  into 

formidable  soldiers  levelling  blunderbusses  at  their  bosoms  ! 

Having,  however,  in  despite  of  numerous  perils  and  difficulties 

of  the  kind,  arrived  safe,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man,  at 

the  hall  of  assembly,  they  took  their  scats,  and  awaited  in 

fearful  silence  the  arrival  of  the  governor.     In  a  few  moments 

the  wooden  leg  of  the  intrepid  Peter  was  heard  in  regular  and 

atout-hearted  thumps  upon  the  staircase.     He  entered  the 
19* 
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chamber,  arrayed  in  full  suit  of  rc^mentals,  and  mrrri 
truster  tuledo,  not  ginlcd  on  bis  thigh,  but  tucked  and 
arm.  As  the  governor  never  equipped  himself  in  tlus  f 
tnus  manner  unless  sometliing  of  martial  nature  wcr«Wi 
within  his  pericranium,  his  council  regarded  him  ruefii 
if  they  saw  fire  and  sword  in  his  iron  countcnanoe,  and 
to  light  their  pipes  in  breathless  suspense. 

His  first  words  were,  to  rate  his  coundl  soundlf  G» 
ing  wasted  in  idle  debate  and  party  feud  the  time  whkk 
have  been  devoted  to  putting  ttie  city  in  a  stnteofd 
He  was  partictilarty  indignant  at  those  brawlers  wbn  iai 
graced  the  councils  of  tlie  province  by  empty  bickering! 
scurrilous  invectives  against  an  absent  enemy.  He  novo 
upon  them  to  make  good  their  words  by  deeds,  oa  tlu  on 
thoy  had  defied  and  derided  was  at  the  gate.  Finallr,kl 
fonncd  t}iem  of  the  summons  he  had  received  to  wM 
but  concluded  by  swearing  to  defend  iho  provimx  w  bi 
Heaven  was  on  his  side  and  he  had  a  wooden  kfl*' 
upon;  which  warlike  sentence  he  emphaaiied  bya  tla 
with  the  fiat  of  his  sword  upon  the  table,  that  qiute  dwOi 
his  auditors. 

The  privy  councillors,  who  had  long  dnco  bwe  bm 
into  as  perfect  discipline  as  were  ever  the  soldien  i^tlwl 
Frvderick,  knew  there  was  no  use  in  saying  a  wnnl — to  l| 
od  tlicir  pipes,  and  smi.iked  away  in  Hilenoe,  like  &t  I>^ 
creet  councillors.  But  the  burgomasters,  txiing  idbud  1 
coDiuderaiilo  importance  and  self-sufFioicncy,  acquind  al  Jt 
lar  meetings,  wore  nut  so  easily  satisfied.  %[uatniagvp' 
spirit,  when  they  found  there  was  some  duuiOB  of  «^ 
from  their  present  jeopardy  wilhuut  tho  disagrM^da^ 
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tive  of  fighting,  they  requested  a  copy  of  the  summons  to  sur 
TCnder,  that  they  might  show  it  to  a  general  meeting  of  the 
people. 

So  insolent  and  mutinous  a  request  would  have  been 
cnoogfa  to  have  roused  the  gorge  of  the  tranquil  Van  IV-iller 
bimsel^what  then  must  have  been  its  effect  upon  the  great 
Stuyvesant,  iiv'ho  was  not  only  a  Dutchman,  a  governor,  and  a 
Talbnt  wooden-l^ged  soldier  to  boot,  but  withal  a  man  of 
tlie  most  stomachful  and  gunpowder  disposition  1  He  burst 
forth  into  a  blaze  of  indignation — swore  not  a  mother's  son  of 
tliem  should  see  a  syllable  of  it — that  as  to  their  advice  or 
eoocarrence,  he  did  not  care  a  whiff  of  tobacco  for  either — ^that 
they  might  go  home,  and  go  to  bed  like  old  women ;  for  he 
"^^  determined  to  defend  the  colony  himself,  without  the  as- 
'I'^oe  of  them  or  their  adherents !  So  saying  he  tucked  his 
i^ord  mider  his  arm,  cocked  his  hat  upon  his  head,  and  gird- 
^  up  his  loins,  stumped  indignantly  out  of  the  council-cham- 
her— everybody  making  room  for  him  as  he  passed. 

No  sooner  was  ho  gone  than  the  busy  burgomasters  called 
•  pwhlic  meeting  in  front  of  the  Stadthouse,  where  they  ap- 
pointed as  chairman  one  Dofue  Koerback,  formerly  a  meddle- 
■^Jiie  member  of  the  cabinet  during  the  reign  of  William  the 
Testy,  but  kicked  out  of  office  by  Peter  Stuyvesant  on  taking 
*ne  reins  of  government.  He  was,  withal,  a  mighty  ginger- 
bread baker  in  the  land,  and  reverenced  by  the  populace  as  a 
^^  of  dark  knowledge,  seeing  that  he  was  the  first  to  imprint 
^«w  Year  cakes  with  the  mysterious  hieroglyphics  of  the 
^^  and  Breeches,  and  such  like  magical  devices. 

Hiis  burgomaster,  who   still  chewed   the  cud  of  ill-will 
^Wnst  Peter  Stuyvesant,  addressed  the  multitude  in  what  is 
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called  a  patriotic  spcecJi,  LnrumUng  them  of  the  courteous  sunw 
mcMis  V  hich  tht^  ^vomor  hod  rotwivoiJ,  to  aurrendsr ;  of  bi» 
refusal  to  cumply  therewith,  and  of  his  denying  the  publlo 
tma  a,  sight  of  the  summoiu,  which  doubtless  mntaincd  <xia* 
ditioiiB  lilglily  U>  tlie  houor  a  il^u  of  tlio  proviuoo. 

Hp   then  priMseodyd  to  «p  his  Exoolloucf  in  liigh- 

■ounding  torma  of  vitiifx-nitii  d  to  the  dignitj  of  his 

Btatim;  otinpuring  him  Iti  'igui^  ind  nther  flagrant 

great   men  of  yoi«  ;  ns^iiri  .-ople  thut  the  history  of 

the  world  diJ  not  contain  &  i  lutrugo  equal  to  the  pre*- 

ent.     That   it  would   be  reoort  i  letters  of  fire,  on  tlie 

blood-staiiieil  talilct  of  history  !  That  ngca  would  roll  hack 
with  sudden  horror  when  they  came  U>  view  it !  That  the 
woinb  of  time  (l>y  the  way,  your  orators  and  writers  takrt 
BtrnnfTC  liliertiea  with  the  woiub  of  time,  though  some  would 
fuin  have  ua  believe  that  time  is  an  old  gentleman) — that  tho 
womb  of  time,  pregnant  as  it  was  with  direful  horrors,  would 
never  produce  a  parallel  enormity  ! — with  a  variety  of  other 
heart-rending,  soul-stirring  tro[)ca  and  figures,  whieli  I  can- 
not enumerate  ;  neither,  indeed,  need  1,  for  they  were  of  tho 
kind  which  even  to  the  present  day  form  the  style  of  popular 
liar^mgues  and  patriotic  orations,  and  may  bo  classed  in  rhet- 
oric under  the  general  title  of  IkioMAROLE. 

Tho  result  of  this  aprj?ch  of  the  inspired  burgomaster,  was 
n  memorial  addressed  to  tho  governor,  remonstrating  in  good 
rimnd  terms  on  his  conduct.  It  waa  proposed  that  Dofuo 
Roerback  himself  should  be  the  hearer  of  this  memorial,  but 
this  he  warily  declined,  having  no  inclination  of  coming  again 
within  kicking  distance  of  his  Excellency,  Who  did  deliver 
it  has  never  been  named  in  history,  in  which  neglect  he  has 
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Bufiered  grievous  wrong ;  seeing  that  he  was  equally  worthy 
of  blazon  with  him  perpetuated  in  Scottish  song  and  story  by 
the  surname  of  Bell-the-cat.  All  we  know  of  the  fate  of  this 
memorial  is,  that  it  was  used  by  the  grim  Peter  to  light  his 
pipe ;  which,  from  the  vehemence  with  which  he  smoked  it, 
was  evidently  any  thing  but  a  pipe  of  peace. 


L 


cowTAivntf  1 


"VTOW  did  the  high-minded  Pieter  dc  Groodt  sliowor  down 
-^"  a  paniiitT  load  of  nialcditlions  upon  his  burgomasters  for 
a  SL't  of  si'lf-willcd,  obstinate,  factious  varlcts,  who  would 
neither  be  convinced  nor  persuaded.  Nor  did  he  omit  to  be- 
stow some  left-handed  compliments  upon  the  sovereign  people, 
as  a  herd  of  poltroons,  who  had  no  relish  for  the  glorious  hard- 
ships  and  illustrious  misadventures  of  battle — but  would 
rather  stay  at  home,  and  eat  and  sleep  in  ignoble  ease,  than 
fight  in  a  ditch  for  immortjililj-  and  a  broken  head. 

Kcscilutely  bent,  however,  upon  defending  his  beloved  city, 
in  despite  even  of  itself,  he  called  unto  him  his  trusty  Van 
Corlear,  who  was  his  right-hand  man  in  all  times  of  emer- 
pency.  Him  did  he  adjure  to  take  his  war-denouncing  trunv 
pet,  and  mounling  his  horse,  to  boat  up  the  country  night  and 
day — sounding  the  alarm  along  the  pastoral  borders  of  the 
Dronx — startling  the  wild  solitudes  of  Cn>ton — arousing  the 
rugged  yeomanry  of  Wechawk  and  Hoboken — the  mighty 
men  of  battle  of  Tappan  Bay — and  the  brave  boys  of  Tarry- 
Tuwn,  Petticoat- Lane,  and  Sleepy-HoUow  —  chaining  them 
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one  and  all  to  sUng  tiheir  powder-horns,  shoulder  their  fowling- 
pieces,  and  nuirch  merrily  down  to  the  Manhattoes. 

Now  there  was  nothing  in  all  the  world,  the  divine  sex 
excepted,  that  Antony  Van  Corlear  loved  better  than  errands 
of  this  kind.  So  lust  stopping  to  take  a  lusty  dinner,  and 
bracing  to  his  side  his  junk  bottle,  well  charged  with  heart- 
inspiring  Hollands,  he  issued  jollily  from  the  city  gate,  which 
looked  out  upon  what  is  at  present  called  Broadway  ;  sound- 
ing a  fiirewell  strain,  that  rung  in  sprightly  echoes  through 
the  winding  streets  of  New  Amsterdam — ^Alas !  never  more 
were  they  to  be  gladdened  by  the  melody  of  their  favorite 
trumpeter! 

It  was  a  dark  and  stormy  night  when  the  good  Antony 
trrived  at  the  creek  (sagely  denominated  Haerlem  river) 
which  separates  the  island  of  Manna-hata  from  the  mainland. 
Tile  wind  was  high,  the  elements  were  in  an  uproar,  and  no 
Charon  could  be  found  to  ferry  the  adventurous  sounder  of 
brass  across  the  water.  For  a  short  time  he  vapored  like  an 
impatient  ghost  upon  the  brink,  and  then  bethinking  himself 
of  the  urgency  of  his  errand,  took  a  hearty  embrace  of  his  stone 
bottle^  swore  most  valorously  that  he  would  swim  across  in 
spite  of  the  devil !  (Spyt  den  Duy  vel,)  and  daringly  plunged 
into  the  stream.  Luckless  Antony !  scarce  had  he  buffeted 
half-way  over,  wb<^n  he  was  observed  to  struggle  violently, 
as  if  battling  with  the  spirit  of  the  waters — instinctively  he 
put  his  trumpet  to  his  mouth,  and  giving  a  vehement  blast — 
sank  for  ever  to  the  bottom  ! 

The  clangor  of  his  trumpet,  like  that  of  the  ivory  horn  of 
the  renowned  Paladin  Orlando,  when  expiring  in  the  glorious 
6eld  of  Bonoesvalles,  rang  far  and  wide  through  .the  country, 
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alundng  llii>  mi^hlK^r*  round,  who  harriMl  in  a 
the  spot.     IKro  an  old  Dut^fa  burglior,  famed  fur  hU  vtTacii 
aod  who  hod  bouu  a  wUdcm  of  the  fact,  rel&tod  to  ihcm  I 
mdaudboly  aiTair;  with  tlw  fuarful  addition  (to  which  I  t 
■low  in  ^liiig  ix'Iiif)  ti  he  dujvcl,  in  tho  sliape  c/ 

K  huge  in<>»»-l>«tikFr,  a\att  ly  Anuiny  hy  the  1>>^,  and 

drag  him  boni'iith  the  -Uiii  il   ia,  the  place,  wilh 

the  adjoining  promoutor  irujccta  into  tlie  lludsun^ 

haa  been  4;all»J  Spyl  dtn  cr  nincti — the  ghost  of  tfaa  I 

unfortunate  Antony  i  .lio  Rurrounding  Hilitiiiloi 

and  his  truiapel  haa  olt<  ird  by  the  n^hbors,  of  •■ 

stormy  night,  mingling  with  the  howling  of  the  blast.  No- 
body ever  fltti'mpts  to  swim  ncross  the  creek  atU'r  dark ;  on 
tho  contrary,  a  bridge  has  been  built  to  guard  against  such 
mclanclioly  accidents  in  future — and  as  to  tho  moss-lw inkers, 
they  are  licld  in  such  itlihcirrcncc,  that  no  true  Dutchman  wili 
adniit  them  to  his  tabic,  who  loves  good  fish  and  hates  the 
devil. 

Such  ivas  the  end  <if  Antony  \an  Corlcar — a  man  deserv- 
ing of  a  bettor  fite.  lie  lived  roundly  and  soundly,  iikc  iv 
true  and  jolly  bachelor,  until  the  day  of  his  death  ;  but  thougn 
he  was  never  married,  yet  did  lie  leave  behind  some  two  or 
three  dozen  ctiildren,  in  dilfcreiit  parts  of  the  country — fine, 
ctnil)by,  brawlini;,  fliitulent  little  urchins ;  from  whom,  if 
legends  speak  true,  (and  they  are  not  apt  to  lie,)  did  dcsi.imd 
the  innujueruble  nice  of  editors,  who  people  and  defend  this 
t'oiintry,  and  who  are  bountifully  paid  by  the  people^  fur  keep- 
ing U}i  a  constant  aliTm — imd  nuiking  them  miserable.  It  is 
hinted,  ton,  that  in  his  various  expeditions  into  the  East  ho 
did  much  towards  promoting  tho  population  of  the  country  ; 
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in  proof  of  whidi  is  adduced  the  notorious  propensity  of  the 
people  of  those  parts  to  sound  their  own  trumpet. 

As  some  way-worn  pilgrim,  when  the  tempest  whistles 
through  bis  looks  and  night  is  gathering  round,  beholds  his  faith- 
ful dog,  the  companion  and  solace  of  his  journeying,  stretched 
lifeless  at  his  feet,  so  did  the  generous-hearted  hero  of  the  Man- 
hattoes  contemplate  the  untimely  end  of  Antony  Van  Corlcnr. 
He  had  been  the  faithful  attendant  of  his  footsteps ;  he  had 
charmed  him  in  many  a  weary  hour  by  his  honest  gayety  and 
*  the  martial  melody  of  his  trumpet,  and  had  followed  him  with 
unflinching  loyalty  and  affection  through  many  a  scene  of 
direful  peril  and  mishap.     He  was  gone  for  ever  !  and  that, 
too,  at  a  moment  when  every  mongrel  cur  was  skulking  from 
His  side.     This — Peter  Stuy  vesant — was  the  moment  to  try 
thy  fortitude ;  and  this  was  the  moment  when  thou  didst  in- 
dead  shine  forth  Peter  (he  Headstrong  ! 

The  glare  of  day  had  long  dispelled  the  horrors  of  the 
stormy  night ;  still  all  was  dull  and  gloomy.     The  late  jovial 
Apollo  hid  his  face  behind  lugubrious  clouds,  peeping  out  now 
vid  then  for  an  instant,  as  if  anxious,  yet  fearful,  to  see  what 
▼as  going  on  in  his  favorite  city.     This  was  the  eventful 
morning  when  the  great  Peter  was  to  give  his  reply  to  the 
summons  of  the  invaders.     Already  was  he  closeted  with 
his  privy  council,  sitting  in  grim  state,  brooding  over  the 
fate  of  his  favorite  trumpeter,  and  anon  boiling  with  indignai 
tioD  as  the  insolence  of  his  recreant  burgomasters  flashed 
upon  his  mind.     While  in  this  state  of  irritation,  a  courier 
arrived  in  all  haste  from  Winthrop,  the  subtle  governor  of 
Connecticut,  counselling  him,  in  the  most  affectionate  and  dis- 
interested mAnneri  to  surrender  the  province,  and  magnifying 
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llio  dangers  and  naloinitieA  to  which  a  roAisal  wonld  mibjoct 
him. — What  a  moment  won  lliis  to  iiiLruilo  oCRctous  advioa 
upon  K  man  who  never  to<ik  mtviiw  iii  his  whole  life  ! — Tha 
Sery  old  govarnor  strode  up  luid  down  the  chamber  with  • 
vehemence  that  mode  tiii  ~  '  his  oouncillora  to  quake 

with  awo — railing  at  hin  i  i,  that  thus  made  him  ths 

oonatant  butt  of  lactious  i  i  j«miiticfll  Bdvispra, 

Just  at  this  ilU-liose  lo  Bflicioua  burgomasters, 

who  liod  heard  of  the  or  sl^vious  diBixttchus,  came 

niarehing  in  a  bod;  into  i  'ith  a  logion  of  si'hepena  ' 

and  toad-caters  at  their  he  ruptly  demanded  a  juTru-  ^| 

sal  of  the  letter.  This  was  too  much  f')r  the  spKcn  of  Peter 
Stuj'vesant,  lie  tore  the  letter  in  a  thousand  pieces — threw 
it  in  the  fiice  of  the  neari'st  burgomaster — broke  his  pipe  over 
the  head  of  the  next — hurled  his  spitting-box  at  an  unlucky 
Bchepen,  who  was  just  retreating  out  at  the  door,  and  finally 
prorogued  the  whole  meeting  sine  die,  by  kicking  them  down 
stairs  with  his  wooden  leg. 

As  soon  as  the  burg^imastcrs could  recover  from  their  eon- 
fusion  and  had  time  to  breathe,  they  called  a  public  meeting, 
where  they  related  at  full  length,  and  with  appropriate  color- 
iiig  anil  exaggeration,  the  despotic  and  vindictive  deportment 
of  the  governor ;  declaring  that,  for  their  own  parts,  they  did 
not  value  a  straw  the  being  kicked,  cuffed,  and  mauled  by  the 
timber  toe  of  his  excellency,  but  that  they  felt  for  the  dignity 
of  the  sovereign  people,  thus  rudely  insulted  by  the  outrage 
committed  on  the  seat  of  honor  of  their  representatives. 
The  latter  part  of  the  harangue  came  home  at  onee  to  that 
delicacy  of  feeling,  and  jealous  pride  of  character,  vested  in 
all  true  inobs  ;  who,  though  they  moy  bear  injuries  without  a 
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mnrmiir,  yet  are  marvellously  jealous  of  their  sovereign  dignity 
^-and  there  is  no  knowing  to  what  act  of  resentment  they 
might  have  been  provoked,  had  they  not  been  somewhat  more 
afraid  of  their  sturdy  old  governor  than  they  were  of  St. 
Nicholas,  the  English— or  the  d 1  himscl£ 


w»  — o 


(  XL 


rpiTEItE  is  si>ineihing  expofwingiy  stiHime  and  melancholy 
■'-  ill  the  spectacle  wliich  tiie  present  crisis  of  our  histiiry 
presents.  An  illustrious  and  veneraLlu  little  city — the  metro- 
polis of  a  vast  extent  of  uninhabited  country — garrisoned  by 
a  d()ughty  host  of  orators,  chairmen,  comitteemen,  burgo- 
masters, st'hepi'ns,  and  old  women — governed  by  a  determined 
and  strong-headed  warrior,  and  fortified  by  mud  batteries, 
palisAdoes,  and  resolutionB — blockaded  by  sea,  beleaguered  by 
land,  and  (lireatened  with  direful  desolation  from  without ; 
while  its  very  vitals  are  torn  with  internal  faction  aiid  com- 
motion!  Never  did  historic  pen  record  a  page  of  more 
complicated  distress,  unless  it  be  the  strife  that  distracted  the 
Israelites,  during  the  siege  of  Jerusalen) — where  discordant 
parties  were  cutting  each  other's  throats,  at  the  moment  when 
the  victorious  legions  of  Titus  had  toppled  down  their  bul- 
warks, and  were  carrying  fire  and  sword  into  the  very  sanctum 
sanctorum  of  tlie  temple. 

Governor  Stuyvesant  having  triumphantly  put  his  grand 
council  to  the  rout,  and  delivered  himself  from  a  multitude 
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of  impertinent  adviaen,  despatched  a  categorical  reply  to  the 
commanders  of  the  invading  squadron ;  wherein  he  asserted 
the  right  and  title  of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States 
General  to  the  province  of  New  Netherlands,  and  trusting  in 
the  righteousness  of  his  cause,  set  the  whole  British  nation  at 
defiance! 

Mj  anxiety  to  extricate  my  readers  and  myself  from  these 
disastrous  scenes  prevents  me  from  giving  the  whole  of  this 
gallant  letter,  which  concluded  in  these  manly  and  affection- 
ate tenAs: 

"As  touching  the  threats  in  your  conclusion,  we  have 
nothing  to  answer,  only  that  we  fear  nothing  but  what  God 
(who  is  as  just  as  merciful)  shall  lay  upon  us;  all  things 
being  in  his  gradous  disposal,  and  we  may  as  well  be  pre- 
served by  him  with  small  forces  as  by  a  great  army ;  which 
makes  us  to  wish  you  all  happiness  and  prosperity,  and  re- 
commend you  to  his  protection.  My  lords,  your  thrice  hum- 
ble and  affectionate  servant  and  friend, 

**  P.  Stutvksaut." 

Thus  having  thrown  his  gauntlet,  the  brave  Peter  stuck  a 
pur  of  horse  pistols  in  Ms  belt,  girded  an  immense  powder- 
horn  on  his  side — thrust  his  sound  1^  into  a  Hessian  boot, 
and  cli4)ping  his  fierce  little  war-hat  on  the  top  of  his  head — 
paraded  up  and  down  in  front  of  his  house,  determined  to 
defend  his  beloved  city  to  the  last. 

While  all  these  struggles  and  dissensions  were  prevailing 
in  the  unhappy  city  of  New  Amsterdam,  and  while  its  worthy 
but  ill-starred  governor  was  framing  the  above-quoted  letter, 
the  English  oonunanders  did  not  remain  idle.     They  had 
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of  Short  Pipes  in  the  course  of  a  single  night  had  changed  inld 
arrant  old  women — a  metamorphosis  only  to  be  parulluleiil  byj 
the  prodi^cs  recorded  by  Livy  as  having  hnppened  at  Rom 
at  the  approach  of  Hannibal,  vhen  statues  sweated  i 
afTriglit,  g'mts  were  conyerted  into  sheep,  and  oocks,  turninj 
into  hens,  ran  cackling  about  the  street. 

Thus  baflled  in  alt  attempU  to  put  the  city  in  a  state  C^ 
defence;  bluckailod  from  without;  tormented  from  within; 
and  mennccd  with  a  Yankee  invasion,  even  the  stiff-necked 
will  of  Peter  Stuyvesanl  for  once  gave  way,  and  in  si>ite  of  liil 
mighty  heart,  which  swelled  in  his  throat  until  it  t 
choked  him,  he  consented  to  n  treaty  of  surrender. 

Words  cannot  express  the  transports  of  the  populace,  o 
receiving  this  intelligence ;  had  they  obtained  a  conquest  oven 
their  enemies,  they  could  not  have  indulged  greater  delight 
The  streets  resounded  with  their  congratulations — th«y  < 
tolled  their  governor  as  the  father  and  deliverer  of  his  country 
— thoy  crowded  to  his  house  to  testify  their  gratitiide,  and 
wore  ten  times  mor«  noisy  in  their  plaudits  than  when 
ivtumed,  with  victory  perched  upon  his  beaver,  from  t 
glorious  capture  of  Fort  Christina.     Out  the  indignant  Pet 
shut  his  doors  and  windows,  and  took  refuge  in  the  in 
recusses  of  his  mansion,  that  he  might  ngt  hear  the  ignubla  ] 
rejoicings  of  the  rabble. 

Commiseionera  were  now  appointed  on  Iwth  sides,  and  « 
eapitnlation  was  speedily  arranged ;  all  that  was  wanting  1 
ratify  it  waa  that  it  should  b«  signed  by  the  governor, 
the  comniiasiunuTB  wailed  upon  him  for  litis  purpose,  thet 
were  reo-ived  with  grim  and  bitter  courtesy.  Ills  warlike 
aceoutrenienta  were  luid  aside — an  old  Indian  night-^vwn  wij 
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vrapped  about  his  ru^;ed  limbs,  a  red  night-cap  overshadowed 
his  frowning  brow,  an  iron-gray  beard  of  three  days'  growth 
gave  additional  grimness  to  his  visage.  Thrice  did  he  seize  a 
worn-out  stump  of  a  pen,  and  essay  to  sign  the  loathsome 
paper — thrice  did  he  clinch  his  teeth,  and  make  a  horrible 
countenance,  as  though  a  dose  of  rhubarb,  senna,  and  ipecac- 
uanha, had  been  offered  to  his  lips ;  at  length,  dashing  it  from 
him,  he  seized  his  bross-hilted  sword,  and  jerking  it  from  the 
scabbard,  swore  by  St.  Nicholas,  to  sooner  die  than  yield  to 
any  power  under  heaven. 

For  two  whole  days  did  ho  persist  in  this  magnanimous 
resolution,  during  which  his  house  was  besieged  by  the  rabble, 
and  menaces  and  clamorous  revilingt  exhausted  to  no  purpose. 
And  now  another  course  was  adopted  to  soothe,  if  possible, 
his  mighty  ire.  A  procession  was  formed  by  the  burgomas- 
ters and  schepens,  followed  by  the  populace,  to  bear  the  capit- 
ulation in  state  to  the  governor's  dwelling.  They  found  the 
castle  strongly  barricadoed,  and  the  old  hero  in  full  regimen- 
tals, with  his  cocked  hat  on  his  head,  posted  with  a  blunder- 
buss at  the  garret  window. 

There  was  something  in  this  formidable  position  that 
struck  even  the  ignoble  vulgar  with  awe  and  admiration.  The 
brawling  multitude  could  not  but  reflect  with  self-abasement 
upon  their  own  pusillanimous  conduct,  when  they  beheld  their 
hardy  but  deserted  old  governor,  thus  faithful  to  his  post,  like 
a  forlorn  hope,  and  fully  prepared  to  defend  his  ungrateful  city 
to  the  last.  These  compunctions,  however,  wore  soon  over- 
whelmed by  the  recurring  tide  of  public  apprehension.  The 
populace  arranged   themselves  before  the  house,  taking  off 

their  hats  with  most  respectful  humility — Burgomaster  Roer- 
20 
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back,  who  was  of  that  popular  class  of  oratora  iliscritfoU  ( 
SallusC,  as  bi-ing  *'  talkative  ratlicr  than  eloquent,"  BtopiM 
furlii  and  addressed  the  governor  in  a  speech  i)f  thnw  1 
li'nglh,  detailing,  in  the  most  pathetic  terms,  the  colainit' 
situation  of  tlm  provinee,  and  nrging  him  in  a  cnnstjinl  r 
titiun  of  the  sanke  arguments  and  words  to  sign  tho  capin 
lation. 

Tho  mighty  Poler  eyed  him  from  his  garret  window  I 
grim  silence — now  and  then  hia  eye  would  glance  over  tl 
Burrounding  rabble,  and  an  indignant  grin,  like  that  of  i 
angry  inastifT,  would  mark  his  iron  visage.  But  ihnii 
man  of  most  undaunted  mettle — tliough  he  had  a  heart  a 
as  on  ox,  and  a  head  that  would  have  set  adamant  to  econi 
yet  after  all  he  was  a  mere  mortal.  Wearied  out  by  tl 
repeated  oppositions,  and  this  etental  haranguing,  onl  p 
ing  that  unless  he  complied,  the  inhabitants  would  follow  ti 
own  inclination,  or  rather  their  fears,  without  waiting  ft 
consent ;  or,  what  waa  still  worse,  the  Yankees  would  I 
time  to  pour  in  their  forces  and  ciniiii  a  shnro  in  the  oonquei 
ho  testily  ordered  them  to  hand  up  the  paper.  It  was  a 
ingly  hoistiid  to  him  on  the  end  of  a  pole,  and  having  » 
his  name  at  tho  bottom  of  it,  he  anathematized  them  all  for  a 
set  of  cowardly,  mutinous,  degenerate  poltroons — threw  ihn 
eapitiiliition  at  tlirfr  heads,  slauimed  down  tho  window, 
was  heard  stumping  down  stairs  with  vehement  Indigimtia 
The  rabble  inconlineiitly  took  to  their  heels;  even  the  hui 
maslcTS  were  nut  slow  in  evneualing  the  premises,  fi-artng  la 
the  sturdy  Peter  might  issue  from  hia  den,  and  grc«t  t 
with  some  unwelcome  lestimonid  of  his  displeasure- 

Witlilji  three  hours  after  tho  surreuJer,  a  legion  of  BritI 
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beef-fed  warriore  poured  into  New  Amsterdani,  taking  posses 
men  of  the  fort  and  batteries.  And  now  might  be  heard,  from 
all  quarters,  the  soimd  of  hammers  made  by  the  old  Dutcli 
burgherSy  in  nailing  up  their  doors  and  windows,  to  protect 
their  vrouM'S  from  these  fierce  barbarians,  whom  they  contem- 
plated in  silent  sullenness  from  the  garret  windows  as  they 
paraded  through  the  streets. 

Thus  did  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  the  commander  of  the 
British  forces,  enter  into  quiet  possession  of  the  conquered 
realm  as  locum  tenens  for  the  Duke  of  York.  The  victory 
was  attended  with  no  other  outrage  than  that  of  changing  the 
name  of  the  province  and  its  metropolis,  which  thenceforth 
were  denominated  New  York,  and  so  have  continued  to  be 
called  unto  the  present  day.  The  inhabitants,  according  to 
treaty,  were  allowed  to  maintain  quiet  possession  of  their 
property  ;  but  so  inveterately  did  they  retain  their  abhorrence 
of  the  British  nation,  that  in  a  private  meeting  of  the  leading 
citizens,  it  was  imanimously  determined  never  to  ask  any  of 
their  conquerors  to  dinner. 

NOTE. 

Xodem  historiAns  assert  that  when  the  New  Netherlands  were  thus 
OTemm  by  the  British,  as  Spain  in  ancient  days  by  the  Saracens,  a  reso- 
hite  band  refused  to  bend  the  neck  to  the  invader.  Led  by  one  Garret 
Van  Home,  a  valorous  and  gigantic  Dutchman,  they  crossed  the  bay 
and  buried  themselves  among  the  marshes  and  cabbage-gardens  of  Com- 
mnnipaw ;  as  did  Pelayo  and  his  followers  among  the  mountains  of  As- 
tariaa.  Here  their  descendants  have  remained  ever  since,  keeping  tliem- 
aelvea  apart,  like  seed  com,  to  repcople  the  city  with  the  genuine  breed 
whenever  it  shaU  be  effectually  recovered  from  its  intruders.  It  is  said 
the  genuine  descendants  of  the  Nederlanders  who  inhabit  New  York, 
■till  look  with  longing  eyes  to  the  green  marshes  of  ancient  Pavonia,  as 
did  tlie  conquered  Spaniards  of  yore  to  the  stem  roountaius  of  Asturios, 
considering  these  the  regions  whence  deliverance  is  to  come. 


nniTS,  then,  have  I  ( 


-      -1 

.his  great  historical  enter- 


T' 

-■-  pri.sc ;  but  bcfurc  I  lay  aside  my  weary  pen,  there  yet  re- 
n  1    b    p  -rformed  one  pious  du^y,    If  among  tho  variety 

f  ad  rs  wl  o  may  jteruse  tliis  book,  there  slioulJ  haply  bo 
f  d  a  J  f  those  souls  of  true  nobility,  which  glow  with 
eel  t  al  f  at  the  history  of  the  generous  anJ  the  bra\'e,  they 
w  II  d  u!  tless  be  anxious  to  know  the  fate  of  the  gallant  Peter 
Stuyvesant.  To  gratify  one  sueh  sterling  heart  of  gi)ld  I 
would  go  more  lengths  than  to  instruct  the  cold-bloodej 
curiosity  of  a  whole  fraternity  <if  philosophers. 

No  sooner  had  that  high-mettled  eavalier  signed  the  art!- 
elcs  of  capitulation,  than,  determined  not  to  witness  the  humil- 
iiition  of  his  favorite  eity,  he  turned  hia  back  on  its  walls  and 
made  a  growling  retreat  to  his  bou-wery,  or  eountry-seat,  which 
was  situated  about  two  miles  off;  where  he  passed  tho  re- 
mainder of  his  days  in  patriarelial  roUrement.  There  he 
enjoyed  that  tranquillity  of  mind,  «hic-h  he  had  never  known 
nmiJ  the  distracting  can's  of  government;  and  tasted  tho 
sweets  of  absolute  and  unontiiiUi'd  authority,  wliich  his  fao- 
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tions  mibjects  had  so  often  dashed  with  the  bitterness  of  oppo 
sition. 

No  persuasions  could  ever  induce  him  to  revisit  the  city 
—on  the  contrary,  he  would  always  have  his  great  arm-chair 
placed  with  its  back  to  the  windows  which  looked  in  that 
direction ;  until  a  thick  grove  of  trees  planted  by  his  own 
luind  grew  up  and  formed  a  screen  that  effectually  excluded  it 
from  the  prospect.  He  railed  continually  at  the  degenerate 
innovations  and  improvements  introduced  by  the  conquerors 
— ^forbade  a  word  of  their  detested  language  to  be  spoken  in 
his  &mi1y,  a  prohibition  readily  obeyed,  since  none  of  the 
household  could  speak  any  thing  but  Dutch — and  even  ordered 
A  fine  avenue  to  be  cut  down  in  front  of  his  house  because  it 
consisted  of  English  cherry  trees. 

The  same  incessant  vigilance,  which  blazed  forth  when  he 
had  a  vast  province  under  his  care,  now  showed  itself  with 
equal  vigor,  though  in  narrower  limits.  He  patrolled  with 
unceasing  watchfulness  the  boundaries  of  his  little  territory ; 
repelled  every  encroachment  with  intrepid  promptness ;  pun- 
ished every  vagrant  depredation  upon  his  orchard  or  his  farm- 
yard with  inflexible  severity ;  and  conducted  every  stray  hog 
or  cow  in  triumph  to  the  pound.  But  to  the  indigent  neigh- 
bor, the  friendless  stranger,  or  the  weary  wanderer,  his  spa- 
cious doors  were  ever  open,  and  his  capacious  fire-place,  that 
emblem  of  his  own  warm  and  generous  heart,  had  always  a 
comer  to  receive  and  cherish  them.  There  was  an  exception 
to  this,  I  must  confess,  in  case  the  ill-starred  applicant  were 
in  Englishman  or  a  Yankee;  to  whom,  though  ho  might 
ertend  the  hand  of  assistance,  he  could  never  be  brought  to 
yield  the  rites  of  hospitality.     Nay,  if  peradventure  somo 
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Straggling  merchant  of  the  East  should  stop  at  hia  door,  vid 
his  (uirt-load  of  tin  ware  or  wooden  bowU,  the  fiery  Pl'Ut 
would  issue  fortli  tike  a  giant  froui  his  caslle,  and  make  si 
a  furious  clattering  among  his  pots  and  kcttli^s,  thai  the  v 
dcr  of  "  notimis  "  was  fain  to  betake  himself  to  instant  illght 

Ilia  suit  of  rugimentala,  worn  threadbare  by  the  I 
wore  carefully  hung  up  in  the  state  bed-cbambcr,  and  ri.^ 
larly  aired  the  first  fair  day  of  every  month  ;  and  his  cookc 
hat  and  trusty  sword  were  suspended  iii  grim  repose  o 
parlor  manteipiece,  forming  supporters  to  a  full  length  J 
tr^t  of  the  renowned  Admiral  Van  Tromp.  In  his  domtu 
empire  he  maintained  strict  discipline,  and  a  well-organla 
despotic  government;  but  though  his  own  will  was  I 
supremo  law,  yet  the  good  of  his  subjects  was  his  < 
object.  He  watched  over,  not  merely  their  immediate  c 
forts,  but  their  m'irals,  and  their  ultimate  wcliare ;  for  1 
g»vo  them  abundance  of  excellent  admonition,  nor  oould  a 
of  them  complain,  that,  when  occasion  required,  bu  was  \ 
any  nii-ans  niggardly  in  bestowing  whotcsomc  correction. 

The  good  old  Dutch  fLStivids,  those  periodical  demons 
tions  of  an  overflowing  heart  and  ft  thitnkful  spirit,  which  ■ 
falling  into  sad  disuse  among  my  fellow-citizens,  v 
fully  ohacrvti]  in  the  mansion  of  Governor  Stuy  vesaiit.  Naj 
Year  was  truly  a  day  of  open-handed  lilK>rality,  of  jocuj 
revelry,  and  ^Tinn-heartod  congratulation,  when 
BwcUcd  with  genial  giiod  fellowship,  and  the  plenteous  tan 
was  attended  with  an  uueeremonioua  freedom,  and  bom 
broad-mouthed  merriment,  unknown  in  these  days  of  dej 
craey  and  refinement.  Puaa  and  Pinxtor  were  surupuloi 
observed  throughout  his  dominions ;  nor  was  tlie  day  of  9 
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Nicholas  sufiered  to  pass  by,  without  making  presents^  hang- 
ing the  stocking  in  the  chimney,  and  complying  with  all  its 
other  ceremonies. 

Once  a  year,  on  the  first  day  of  April,  he  used  to  array 
himself  in  full  r^mentals,  being  the  anniversary  of  his  trium- 
phal entry  into  New  Amsterdam,  after  the  conquest  of  New 
Sweden.  This  was  always  a  kind  of  saturnalia  among  the 
domestics,  when  they  considered  themselves  at  liberty,  in 
some  measure,  to  say  and  do  what  they  pleased ;  for  on  this 
day  their  master  was  always  observed  to  unbend,  and  become 
exceeding  pleasant  and  jocose,  sending  the  old  gray-headed 
negroes  on  Apiil-fooPs  errands  for  pigeon's  milk ;  not  one  of 
"whom  but  allowed  himself  to  be  taken  in,  and  humored  his 
old  master^s  jokes,  as  became  a  faithful  and  well-disciplined 
dependant.  Thus  did  he  reign,  happily  and  peacefully  on  his 
OMTi  land — ^injuring  no  man— envying  no  man — molested  by 
no  outward  strifes ;  perplexed  by  no  internal  commotions — 
and  the  mighty  monarchs  of  the  earth,  who  were  vainly  seek- 
ing to  maintidn  peace,  mid  promote  the  welfare  of  mankind, 
by  war  and  desolation,  would  have  done  well  to  have  made  a 
voyage  to  the  little  island  of  Manna-hata,  and  learned  a  lesson 
in  government  from  the  domestic  economy  of  Peter  Stuyve- 
sant 

In  process  of  time,  however,  the  old  governor,  like  all 
other  children  of  mortality,  began  to  exhibit  evident  tokens 
of  decay.  Like  an  aged  oak,  which,  though  it  long  has  braved 
the  fury  of  the  elements,  and  still  retains  its  gigantic  propor- 
tions, be^ns  to  shake  and  groan  with  every  blast — so  was  it 
with  the  gallant  Peter ;  for  though  he  still  bore  the  port  and 
semblance  of  what  ho  was,  in  the  days  of  his  hardihood  and 
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diivilTy,  j-L-t  iliil  ngc  and  iufiniiUy  ticgtn  h>  up  tlm  vigor  of 
his  fiime— but   hi^i  lit-Art,  that  unLinKjuerablu  t-itad^,  stiU 
triuinpfied  uhshIhIhl-*!.     With  inntdiliws  avidity  would  ho  11»J 
ten  to  ev^ry  article  of  inhilligonce  cooct-ming  thu  baltliw  h 
tween  the  Enj^liah  aa<l  " 


1  liuard  (1 


wfaenerer  Im 
count«Ilan•'<^  lowor,  i 
turned  in  fivrir  of  th< 
day  he  had  Ju^t  smok 
dinner,  In  liJs  arm-olta 
in  bis  dreiinia,  ho  was  st 
rattling  of  drinris,  iiml  r 
lilooJ  ii 


.u  — ni  ^ouid  hiH  pulse  beat  higt 
fl  of  Do  Ruytor — and  I 
ruwa  knit,  wbi^n  furtunf 
Kl  IiMi^h,  US  on  n  ccrtnin" 
ipo,  and  van  napping  after 
[  the  whole  British  nation 
iis«d  hy  a  rio^i^i  of  bdli, 

iring  of  cannon,  that  put  all  his 


■nt.  But  whrn  ho  loarnt  th;it  thi'so  rejuicings 
wt'ro  in  honor  of  a  great  vi<:tory  obtiiincd  by  tho  coinbiiu-d 
English  and  Fr>-n.h  fleets  over  tho  brave  De  Uuyter,  aiid  tlio 
younger  Van  Tronip,  it  went  so  mnch  to  his  heart,  that  h« 
took  to  his  lied,  and,  in  less  than  three  days,  was  brought  to 
death's  door,  l)y  a  violent  cholera  morbus!  Even  in  this 
extremity  ho  still  displayed  tho  uneoiupierable  spirit  of  Peter 
the  IhadntroHff  ;  holding  out  to  the  last  gasp,  with  inflexibi*' 
obstinacy,  against  a  wliolc  army  of  old  women  who  were  licnt 
upi'n  driving  the  enemy  out  of  his  bowela,  in  thu  true  Duteh 
mode  of  defence,  by  inundation, 

While  ho  thus  lay,  lingering  on  the  verge  of  dissoluti^m, 
news  was  brouglit  him,  that  the  bravo  do  Ruytcr  \\iu\  made 
good  his  retreat,  with  little  loss,  iUid  meant  onco  more  to  meet 
the  enemy  in  battle.  Tlie  closing  eye  of  the  old  warrior  kin- 
dled with  martial  fire  at  the  words — ho  partly  raised  himself 
In  bed — clinched  his  withered  hand,  as  if  he  felt  within  his 
gripe  that  sword  whic:h  waved  in  triumph  before  the  walls  of 
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Fort  Christina^  and  giving  a  grim  smile  of  exultation,  sank 
back  upon  his  pillow,  and  expired. 

Thus  died  Peter  Stuyvesant,  a  valiant  soldier — a  loyal 
subject — an  upright  governor,  and  an  honest  Dutchman — who 
wanted  only  a  few  empires  to  desolate,  to  have  been  immor- 
talized as  a  hero ! 

Hts  funeral  obsequies  were  celebrated  with  the  utmost 
grandeur  and  solemnity.  The  town  was  perfectly  emptied  of 
its  inhabitants,  who  crowded  in  throngs  to  pay  the  last  sad 
honors  to  their  good  old  governor.  All  his  sterling  qualities 
rushed  in  full  tide  upon  their  recollection,  while  the  memory 
of  his  foibles  and  his  faults  had  expired  with  him.  The  an- 
cient burghers  contended  who  should  have  the  privilege  of 
bearing  the  pall ;  the  populace  strove  who  should  walk  near- 
est to  the  bier,  and  the  melancholy  procession  was  closed  by 
%  number  of  gray-headed  negroes,  who  had  wintered  and  sum- 
mered in  the  household  of  their  departed  master  for  the 
greater  part  of  a  century. 

With  sad  and  gloomy  countenances,  the  multitude  gath- 
ered round  the  grave.  They  dwelt  with  mournful  hearts  on 
the  sturdy  virtues,  the  signal  services,  and  the  gallant  exploits 
of  the  brave  old  worthy.  They  recalled,  with  secret  upbraid- 
ings,  their  own  factious  oppositions  to  his  government,  and 
many  an  ancient  burgher,  whose  phlegmatic  featiu*es  had 
never  been  known  to  relax,  nor  his  eyes  to  moisten,  was  now 
observed  to  puff  a  pensive  pipe,  and  the  big  drop  to  steal 
down  his  cheek ;  while  he  muttered,  with  affectionate  accent, 
and  melancholy  shako  of  the  head — ^**  Well,  den ! — Hardkop- 
pig  Peter  ben  gone  at  last ! " 

His  remains  were  deposited  in  the  fiunily  vnult,  under  a 
20* 
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chapel  wkidi  he  hud  pinusly  erected  on  bla  eelate,  and  dedt 
ctttcd  to  St,  Nioholim — and  which  stood  on  the  idiuiticft]  spol 
at  present  owupied  by  St,  Mark's  churoh,  wliere  his  tomb- 
Stone  is  Btill   to  be  ae«n.      Ilia  estate,  or  bomerry,  si 


CAllnl,  lias  ever  eniitinuiMl  ' 
whii,  }>y  thd  uniform  int 
atrlot  adh(>reno«  to  the  ou 
thn  "good itid  timet"  ha" 
illustrimis  anwst^ir.     M 
haunted  at  m^%  by  mtci 
pota  of  gold,  said  to  have  I: 
though  I  cannot  Icam  that  a 
richcd   by  ihrir   researches- 


essiou  of  hU  descendants, 
their  conduct,  and  thrir 
numers  thxt  pri>vulc<]  is 
[iinsvlves  worthy  of  their 
nd  iifl  has  the  &rm  l>c«n 
irtwy-diggcra,  in  quest  of 
1  by  the  old  governor — 
if  llit'm  havo  ever  l>ccn  on- 
ho  is  there,  among  my 


native-born  fellow-cilizons,  that  docs  not  remember  when,  in 
the  miseliicvous  days  of  his  boyhood,  he  conei'ived  it  a  great 
exploit  to  rob  "  Stuyvesant'a  orcliard  "  on  a  holiday  after- 
noon 1 

At  this  strong-hold  of  the  family  may  stJll  be  seen  certain 
memorials  of  the  immortal  Peter,  Ilia  full-length  portrait 
frowns  in  martial  terrors  from  the  parlor  wall — his  cocked 
hat  and  sword  still  hang  up  in  the  best  bedroom — his  brim- 
stone-colored breeches  wen>  for  a  long  while  suspended  in  the 
hall,  until  some  years  since  they  occasioned  a  dispute  between 
a  new-married  couple — and  his  silver-mounted  wooden  leg  is 
■till  treasured  up  in  the  store-room,  as  on  invaluable  relique. 


CJEAFFERXm. 

TBI  ACTHOE's  AXTLICnONS  UPON  WHAT  HAS  BKK9  SAID. 

AMONG  the  numerous  events,  which  are  each  in  their  turn 
the  most  direful  and  melancholy  of  all  possible  occur- 
rences, in  your  interesting  and  authentic  history,  there  is  none 
that  occasions  such  deep  and  heart-rending  grief  as  the  decline 
and  fiill  of  your  renowned  and  mighty  empires.  Where  is  the 
reader  who  can  contemplate  without  emotion  the  disastrous 
events  by  which  the  great  dynasties  of  the  world  have  been 
extinguished  1  While  wandering,  in  imagination,  among  the 
gigantic  ruins  of  states  and  empires,  and  marking  the  tremen- 
dous convulsions  that  wrought  their  overthrow,  the  bosom  of 
the  melancholy  inquirer  swells  with  sympathy  commensurate 
to  the  surrounding  desolation.  Kingdoms,  principalities,  and 
powers,  have  each  had  their  rise,  their  progress,  and  thoir 
down&ll — each  in  its  turn  has  swayed  a  potent  sceptre— each 
has  returned  to  its  primeval  nothingness.  And  thus  did  it 
hfe  with  the  empire  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  at  the  Man- 
hattoes,  under  the  peaceful  reign  of  Walter  the  Doubter — the 
fretful  reign  of  William  the  Testy,  and  the  chivalric  reign  of 
Peter  the  Headstrong. 

Its  history  is  fruitful  of  instruction,  and  worthy  of  being 
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ptMidered  ovvr  att«ulivdf ,  for  it  is  by  thus  rakiog  among  tlw 
uhes  of  departed  grcalnesB,  UuU  the  spnrks  of  true  kiiowlodgo 
■re  to  ha  fuund,  and  the  lump  of  wisdom  IHuminated.  Let 
then  tbe  reign  of  Walter  tht>  Douhtor  warn  against  yielding 
to  that  sln>k,  cont«Qt«f  iil  that  uvurwueiUQg  fund- 

nees  for  cumfort  and  i  ire  prnduocd  by  n  st«ta  ttt 

prosperity  and  peace  to  unnerve  a  nation;  to 

destroy  ito  pride  of  ch:  3nder  It  patjent  of  Inault ; 

deafto  the  calls  of  huno  tiea;  and  cauae  It  tu  cling 

to  peace,  liko  the  aluggi  pillow,  at  the  cspeuae  of 

every   Talu^ible  duty   a  ration.     8uch  supinenees 

insures  the  very  evil  from  which  it  shrinks.  One  right 
yielded  up  produces  the  usurpation  of  a  second ;  ono  en- 
croachment passively  sufTered  makes  way  for  another ;  and 
the  nation  which  thus,  through  a  doting  love  of  peace,  has 
sacrificed  honor  and  interest,  will  at  length  have  to  fight  for 
existence. 

Let  the  disaatrouB  reign  of  William  the  Testy  serve  as  a 
salutary  warning  agninst  that  fitful,  feverish  mode  of  legisla- 
tiiin,  which  acts  witlmut  system ;  depends  on  shifts  and  pro 
jwls,  and  trusts  to  lucky  contingencies.  Which  hesitates, 
and  wavers,  and  at  length  decides  with  the  rashness  of  igno- 
rance and  imbecility.  Which  stoops  for  popularity  by  court- 
i]ig  the  prejudices  and  flattering  the  arrogance,  rather  than 
commanding  the  respect  of  the  rabble.  Which  seeks  safety 
in  a  multitude  of  counsellors,  and  distracts  itself  by  a  vari^y 
of  contradictory  schemes  and  opinions.  Which  mistakes  pn>- 
cnistinaticm  for  wariness — hurry  for  decision — parsimony  for 
economy— bustle  for  business,  and  vaporing  for  valor.  Whidi 
u  violent  in  council — sanguine  in  expectation,  precipitate  in 
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aotion,  and  feeble  in  execution.  Which  undertakes  enterprises 
without  forethought— enters  upon  them  without  preparation 
^-conducts  them  without  energy,  and  ends  them  in  confusion 
and  defeat 

Let  the  reign  of  the  good  Stuyvesant  show  the  effects  of 
▼igor  and  dedsion  even  when  destitute  of  cool  judgment,  and 
surrounded  by  perplexities.  Let  it  show  how  frankness,  pro- 
bity, and  high-souled  courage  will  command  respect,  and 
secure  honor,  even  where  success  is  unattainable.  But  at  the 
same  time,  let  it  caution  against  a  too  ready  reliance  on  the 
good  fiuth  of  others,  and  a  too  honest  confidence  in  the  loving 
professions  of  powerful  neighbors,  who  are  most  friendly  when 
they  most  mean  to  betray.  Let  it  teach  a  judicious  attention 
to  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  many,  who,  in  times  of  peril, 
must  be  soothed  and  led,  or  apprehension  will  overpower  the 
deference  to  authority. 

Let  the  empty  wordiness  of  his  fitctious  subjects ;  their 
intemperate  harangues;  their  violent  ^resolutions;"  their 
hectorings  against  an  absent  enemy,  and  their  pusillanimity 
on  his  approach,  teach  us  to  distrust  and  despise  those  clamor- 
ous patriots,  whose  courage  dwells  but  in  the  tongue.  Let 
them  serve  as  a  lesson  to  repress  that  insolence  of  speech, 
destitute  of  real  force,  which  too  oflen  breaks  forth  in  popular 
bodies,  and  bespeaks  the  vanity  rather  than  the  spirit  of  a 
nation.  Let  them  caution  us  against  vaunting  too  much  of 
our  own  power  and  prowess,  and  reviling  a  noble  enemy. 
True  gallantry  of  soul  would  always  lead  us  to  treat  a  foe 
with  courtesy  and  proud  punctilio ;  a  contrary  conduct  but 
takes  from  the  merit  of  victory,  and  renders  defeat  doubly 
diflgnioefuL 
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But  f  ctMHS  to  dwell  on  Uto  alArrsi  nf  excellent  <<]tain* 
pics  to  be  drawn  from  tbc  anci(>nt  chronicle  of  the  ManhMH 
tOM.  Hi>  who  reads  attontively  will  diBcov«r  t}ie  threads  of 
gold  which  ruii  tlirougliout  tlie  web  of  lii!it'>ry,  and  *n>  invM- 
ble  to  the  dull  eye  of  lut,  Imfore  I  condudo,  let 

mc  point  nut  n  solemn  tiiihtHl  In  thr^  subtle  chain 

of  events  by  whjt-h  th  orl  Cuimir  ha*  produoed 

the  present  convulaions 

Attend  then,  gentle  t  ilfl  pltla  dediietlon,  whiiji, 

if  tliuu  ari  a  king,  on  €      i  her  powerftU  potuiit«t«^  | 

nd%'ise  thee  to  trwiauro  up  i  rt — tho<if(h  little  expiseb*. 

tion  have  1  that  my  work  shall  full  into  sueh  handw,  for  well  I 
know  the  eare  of  crafty  ministers,  to  keep  all  grave  and  edify- 
ing books  of  the  kind  out  of  the  way  of  unhappy  monarc'hs — 
lest  peradvcnturo  they  should  read  them  and  learn  wisdom. 

By  the  treacherous  surprisal  of  Fort  Casimir,  then,  did  the 
crafty  Swedes  enjoy  a  transient  triumph;  but  drew  upon 
their  heads  the  vengeance  of  Peter  Stuyvesant,  who  wrested 
all  New  Sweden  from  their  hands.  By  the  conquest  of  New 
Sweden,  Peter  Stuyvesant  aroused  the  claims  of  Lord  Balti- 
more, who  appealed  to  the  Cabinet  of  Great  Britain ;  who 
subdued  the  whole  province  of  New  Notlierlanda.  By  this 
great  athievoment  the  whole  extent  of  North  America,  from 
Nova  Scotia  to  the  Floridas,  was  rendered  one  entir«  depend- 
ency upon  the  British  crown. — But  mark  the  consequence  : 
the  hitlierto  scattered  colonics  being  thus  consolidated,  and 
having  no  rival  colonies  to  check  or  keep  them  in  awe,  waxed 
great  and  powerful,  and  fmally  becoming  too  strong  for  the 
mother  country,  were  enabled  to  shake  off  its  bonds,  and  by 
a  glorious  revolution  became  an  independent  empire     But 


1 
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Uio.  cfaoin  of  efTocta  stopped  not  here ;  the  successful  revolu- 
tioD  in  America  produced  the  sanguinary  revolution  in 
Fraooe;  which  produced  the  puissant  Bonaparte;  who  pro- 
duced the  French  despotism ;  which  has  thrown  the  whole 
world  in  confusion !  Thus  have  these  great  powers  been  suo- 
cossively  punished  for  their  ill-starred  conquests — and  thus, 
as  I  asserted,  have  all  the  present  convulsions,  revolutions, 
and  disasters  that  overwhelm  mankind,  originated  in  the  cap- 
ture of  the  little  Fort  Cosimir,  as  recorded  in  tliis  eventful 
history. 

And  now,  worthy  reader,  ere  I  take  a  sod  farewell — which, 
alas  I  must  be  for  ever — willingly  would  I  part  in  cordial  fel- 
lowship, and  bespeak  thy  kind-hearted  remembrance.  That  I 
have  not  written  a  better  history  of  the  days  of  the  patriarchs 
is  not  my  fault — hod  any  other  person  written  one  as  goo  J,  I 
should  not  have  attempted  it  at  all.  That  many  will  hereafUT 
spring  up  and  surpass  me  hi  excellence,  I  have  very  little 
doubt,  and  still  less  care ;  well  knowing  that,  when  the  great 
Christovallo  Colon  (who  is  vulgarly  called  Columbus)  hod 
once  stood  his  egg  upon  its  end,  every  one  at  table  could  stand 
his  up  a  thousand  times  more  dexterously.  Should  any  reader 
find  matter  of  ofTence  in  this  history,  I  should  heartily  grieve.- 
though  I  would  on  no  account  question  his  penetration  by 
telling  him  he  was  mistaken — ^liis  good  nature  by  telling  him 
he  was  captious— -or  liis  pure  conscience  by  telling  hiiu  ho 
was  startled  at  a  shadow.  Surely  when  so  ingenious  in  find- 
ing ofience  where  none  was  intended,  it  were  a  thousand  pities 
he  fthould  not  be  suffered  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  his  dis- 
covery. 

I  have  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  miderstanding  of  my  fel- 
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Thb  present  reprint  of  the  following  papers  has  grown  out  of 
the  repeated  demand,  of  late  years,  for  an  edition  of  Salmagundi, 
worthy  to  accompany  the  collected  volumes  of  the  writings  of  one 
of  its  distingnished  authors.  The  book  would  probably  have  been 
included  by  Mr.  Irving  in  the  revised  edition  of  his  works,  had  it 
been  wholly  his  own.  It  was  published  some  time  ago,  in  the  series 
of  the  writings  of  his  friend  and  relative,  the  joint  author  of  the 
essays,  Mr.  Paulding,  and  though  it  had  been  long  out  of  print  in 
that  form,  Mr.  Irving  did  not  seem  disposed  to  break  the  association. 
He  was  accustomed,  indeed,  to  speak  of  it  as  a  light,  trivial  publi- 
cation, the  sport  of  his  boyish  days ;  and  he  certainly  showed  no 
eagerness  in  reviving  it ;  but  we  cannot  suppose  him  insensible  to 
the  many  excellences  which  the  work  undoubtedly  possesses — 
charms  of  manner  and  of  thought  springing  from  the  fresh,  joyous 
period  of  youth,  and  lending  their  grace  to  the  brightest  page^  of 
his  matured  labors.  Salmagundi  is  the  literary  parent,  not  only  of 
the  Sketch  Book  and  the  Alhambra,  but  of  all  the  intermediate  and 
fubseqnent  productions  of  Irving,  even  of  some  slight  ornaments  of 
the  graver  offspring  of  the  Columbus  and  Washington.  There  is, 
for  instance,  in  one  of  the  later  numbers,  a  chapter  of  **  The  Chron- 
icles of  the  Renowned  and  Ancient  City  of  Grotham,'*  which 
anticipates  the  humor  of  Knickerbocker ;  there  are  traits  of  ten- 
derness and  pathos  suggestive  of  the  plaintive  sentiment  of  the 
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Sketch  Book ;  scd  the  kindl;  humors  of  the  Cockloft  mindoii  ■ 
lui  Amerioan  Brocebridge  Hull. 

The  book,  in  foot,  is  ever?  way  in  place  in  oompanj  with  the  m 
of  Ur.  Irving'*  writiags.     It  was  not  nil  of  his  composition,  to  b« 
sore,  nor  did  it  receive  that  oare  of  revision  at  liis  hands,  bestowed 
npon  his  other  compositions  in  his  latest  editions;  tint,  without 
separating  his  part  from  the  rest,  and  making  every  allowance  Sffl 
inexperience  of  style,  we  ma;  readily  ODongli  detect  tliroo^ont  l^| 
paires  the  genios  of  Washington  Irving.  ^| 

LeikviDg  tbe  partioalar  elncidation  of  the  special  anthorship  c^ 
the  various  articles  to  his  literary  eiecntor  and  biographer,  if  he 
shall  think  proper  in  his  forthcoming  work  Ui  make  snch  an 
investigation  aoA  disclosure,  we  may  here  generally  state,  fbr  t&^| 
infurmution  of  the  reader,  that  "  Salmagundi "  was  the  joint  {T^l 
dnotion  of  William  Irving,  James  Eirke  Paulding,  and  Waahiogttl^l 
Irving.  It  is  well  known  that  the  humorous  and  sentimental  poet^H 
of  the  work  was  wholly  written  by  William  Irving,  who  was  at  t^H 
time  a  merchant  of  New  Tork,  and  some  seventeen  years  older  Uu^B 
his  brother  Washington.  The  genial  and  invendvc  faculties  ^H 
Willioni  Irving  were  of  a  high  order.  Besides  the  poetry  of  Sl^| 
magundi  the  work  is  indebted  to  him  for  occasional  hints  M^| 
sketches  worked  up  by  bis  brother,  among  which  may  he  TnenlJona^l 
the  amosing  picture  of  the  civic  militia  exercises  in  the  letter  (^| 
Mostapha,  in  the  fitlb  □uinticr.  and  tliu  equally  humoroas  sketch,  oJH 
mure  serious  import,  of  the  political  "alang-whangers"  in  tl^| 
fourteenth.  ^M 

William  Irving  roarrieil  the  ulster  of  James  Kirke  Paolding,  w^H 
came  from  his  homo  in  Westubeater  Oounty,  to  New  Tork,  for  ti^M 
first  time,  on  a  visit  to  his  new  relative,  lie  found  ihe  hoosc  t^M 
his  brother-in-law  in  Uie  city,  the  gcuiul  resort  of  a  knot  of  wfj^f 
and  hnrnorists  who  graced  the  Calliopenn  Society,  a  Uterarv  irts^^f 
tution  of  those  days.  An  intimacy  with  Woahinglon  Irving  sprai^l 
np,  of  which  in  due  time  came  the  joint  aatliorship  of  Salmagnnd^l 
which  vitm  thus  il  species  of  family  party.   A  considerable  ;n>rtioii  t^| 
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the  book  was  written  hj  Paulding.  We  may,  perhaps,  trace  his  pen 
in  the  oriental  papers,  a  form  of  writing  for  which  he  retained  a 
liking,  and  wMch  he  practised  with  great  spirit  and  elegance  to  the 
last.  Manj  of  the  exquisite  passages  of  description  of  nature  were 
undoabtedlj  written  bj  him.  '^Mine  Uncle  John,"  a  mellow,  fine' 
toned  portrait,  was  his  work,  and  he  had  a  hand  in  "  Autumnal  Ko- 
fleotiona,"  one  of  the  most  refined  sentimental  papers  of  the  volume. 
It  ia,  perhaps,  a  common  misapprehension  ot  this  eminent  writer, 
that  his  pen  was  wanting  in  geniality,  and  that  he  took  rather  a 
splenetic  view  of  life.  This  notion  has  probably  arisen  from  the 
admission  of  a  controyersial  element  into  his  productions  where, 
perhaps,  it  might  have  been  better  shut  out ;  but  certainly,  with  this 
exception,  no  American  writer  has  spread  upon  his  page  more 
feeling  observation,  more  friendly  truths,  more  genial  sympathies. 
His  favorite  method  of  the  Apologue  affords  a  kindly  proof  of  this, 
which  is  not  to  be  mistaken  by  those  skilled  in  literary  physiog- 
nomy. 

Some  ten  years  or  more  after  the  conclusion  of  Salmagundi, 
Panlding  ventured  alone  upon  a  second  series.  Washington  Irving 
was  in  Europe,  and  the  muse  of  Pindar  Cockloft  was  silent.  It 
was  a  dangerous  undertaking,  for  the  very  essence  of  a  Salmagundi 
is  the  oombination  of  divers  ingredients — a  product  of  many  minds. 
The  new  work  proved  a  little  too  uniform  and  didactic  in  parts. 
Creoffirey  Orayon  could  have  pruned  and  heightened  it  here  and  there. 
Yet  it  contains  many  delightful  pages.  There  is,  among  other 
things,  a  charming  account  of  a  further  visit  to  the  old  Cockloft 
Hall,  inviting  as  the  old.  One  passage  in  it — the  death  of  old 
Cssar — ^has  a  genuine  touch  of  pathos.  The  cherry-tree  had  fallen 
which  he  had  assisted  his  master  to  plant  sixty  years  before, 
and  the  poor  negro  "  seemed  smitten  with  the  same  blast  that 
levelled  it.  It  was  curious,"  concludes  the  little  narrative,  '^to 
see  how  the  errors  of  his  early  impressions — for  he  was  sixteen 
years  old  when  brought  from  AfVica — had  mixed  up  with 
the  simple  ideas  implanted  subsequently,  respecting  the  Christ- 
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ian  religion.    His  kind  mistresses  ministeivtl  to  Ihe  wants  of  V 
son],  OS  well  as  the  infinuities  of  his  body,  and  cndeavorod  to  a 
him  comprehend  the  masteries  of  oar  faitb.    Bot  the^  were  h^yoi 
his  reach.     He  feared,  he  said,  'the  Lord  would  not  know  him*-- 
meaning  that  lowlj  as  he  was,  it  might  esonpe  the  Divinity  tl 
snch  a  being  bad  ever  existed.     His  decay  was  gradnni,  bat  i 
state  of  liis  mind  was  singnlarlj  compioimded  of  the  mistakes  fli 
ipiornnee  and  tlie  ramlilings  of  light-headed ness  e 
The  da;  before  he  died  I  was  in  to  see  him.     '  Mama  Lanncolot,''  i 
eaid  he,  '  think  old  negro  like  me  over  go  to  heaven  I'     '  1  warrjuit 
you,  old  Cawar,'  replied  I.     He  seemed  comforted  with  the  assar- 
onoe,  but  still  a  doabt  htinj;  on  his  mind — '  Vfhat  will  old  negro  lika 
me  do  there?' — Then  his  eye  seemed  glad  for  a  mumont,  an 
last  words  were — '  Never  mind— I  can  wail  apoa  the  angels.'  - 

While  we  write,  the  remains  of  this  author,  at  the  venerable 
of  eighty-two,  are  being  borne  to  the  tomb.  It  is  due  to  his 
memory,  and  to  hi^  generous  pnrticipalion  in  the  literature  of  the 
day,  to  express  the  opinion  that  when  the  productions  of  Ponlding^ 
now  for  some  time  hidden  from  the  world,  sliaU  be  rerirod,  tl 
pnhlio  will  again  lind  in  them  a  freshness  and  intereRt.,  a  spirit  ■ 
hnmor,  nnnhated  Hince  their  first  appearance.  To  the  iohabitanW  I 
of  New  York  in  partical&r,  tbey  will  present  strong  claims  to  atten- 
tion, for  the  author,  though  lie  turned  his  back  Qpon  the  city,  voa 
a  genuine  son  of  ManliatlAn. 

Of  the  third  writer,  Washington  Irving,  it  is  not  neeesMry  tl 
to  speulc,  nor  have  wo  ocoasion,  as  we  have  said,  filrther  to  ( 
out  his  shore  in  the  work.  The  many  graces  and  eieellenoM  of  li 
style  are  too  well  known  flir  tlte  reader  to  need  a  gnide  lo  And  llil 
out.  He  will  meet  everywhere  iu  these  pages  the  first  spjight 
elforts  of  invention,  the  playful  humor,  the  sportive  fancy,  I 
tender  sentiment  which  ounstitnted  in  youth  as  in  age — Wu 

A  word  should  ho  said  of  the  publisher  of  the  work.  Pavid  1 
worth,  a  gontloinaa  as  much  given  to  whim-whiuus  m  a 
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noe  80  pleasantlj  satirized  in  the  little  yellow-covered  nnmbers 
which  he  sent  forth  fortnightly  to  the  public.  He  was  the 
theatrioal  publiaher  of  the  day  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
old  Park  Theatre,  then  a  new  bailding,  holding  his  place  of  bosi- 
neaa  on  the  spot  now  sacred  to  the  good  cheer  of  Windust. 
Here  he  displayed,  on  the  outer  wall,  a  huge  painting  of  tlie  crown- 
ing of  Shakspeare ;  while  within,  a  distinction  for  those  times  in 
the  infant  state  of  the  arts,  his  shop  boasted  as  its  attraction  a  series 
of  the  prints  of  Alderman  BoydelPs  recently  published  Shakspeare 
Gallery.  He  had  been  a  printer,  and  had  ingrafted  on  his  occu- 
pation a  taste  for  elegance  in  typography,  engraving  and  binding. 
Hia  beaatiful  ^^  Telemachus  *^  and  other  publications,  would,  in  our 
day,  be  simply,  accounted  neat ;  but  in  his  time  they  made  a  sensa- 
tion very  much  as  luxuries  of  furniture  and  living,  now  ei\joyed  by 
everybody,  were  then  considered  somewhat  aristocratic,  and  reserved 
only  for  undoubted  affluence.  But  Longworth  had  a  special  whim 
ibr  elegance.  He  called  his  shop,  by  a  fine  effort  of  the  imagination, 
**  The  Sentimental  Epicure^s  Ordinary ;"  and  as  a  proof  of  his  judg- 
ment, trifled  with  the  English  language.  In  the  original  edition  of 
aome  of  his  books,  proper  names  are  spelt  with  small  initial  letters. 
Oddly  enough,  the  man  who  was  so  grandiloquent  himself  would 
not  allow  New  York  its  appropriate  capitals.  It  must  be  written 
new-york,  and  portly  Philadelphia  must  dwindle  in  lower-cotiO. 
The  wags  of  Salmagundi,  while  they  were  laughing  at  the  town^ 
must  sometimes  have  been  tempted  to  place  a  full  length  of  their 
humorist  publisher  on  his  pages. 

Salmagundi  was  quite  a  success  on  its  first  appearance.  It  did 
not  make  a  fortune  for  its  authors.  Tliat  was  hardly  to  be  expected 
of  so  modest  a  little  pamphlet;  but  it  created  its  impression. 
Slight  as  it  was  in  form,  and  apparently  written  off  so  carelessly,  it 
was  reallj  the  most  formidable  incursion  which  hod  yet  been  mode 
in  America  into  the  realm  of  taste  in  this  species  of  literature. 
Franklin  had  written  a  half  dozen  agreeable  essays  for  a  news- 
paper, and  addressed  a  few  complimentary  apologues  to  the  French 


IkUm.  Fnuds  nopldnmn  woe  roill}  nn  djgftDt  Andior,  wbd^ 
Uke  TletbDap  in  ttie  Foro8t«rs,  Lad  tumuil  tlio  graoea  or  li'is  )Mti  ts 
the  dtfourntiun  of  pulttio;  Dennio  wrote  totiie  ingeoioua  lay  wsr- 
uoiiB,  and  was  sl««pvd  in  rhetortoal  rafinemenu:  bnt  n(ia«  of  tli«M 
wen  read  b;  the  fiUr.  Vn  Hn  nnt  indeed,  recall  a  singlo  book 
*ritltin  iu  Aiueriok  war  a  toilet  Ubk  before  Hahua- 

gnndt. 

Ab  for  the  sneoees  n  miist  bure  be«n  «  obeerfU 

tbiag  to  wiliieae.    Dr.  iat  reminiRceot,  t«Us  djb^ 

"£re  bulf  a  dox«n  un'  lagnodi  were  issued,  qnita. 

eommotioti  arono  amon({  il  ihe  pnblic  conoenuag 

WM^  and  liA  Bnthon.  "ndcM  about  town,  wbo 

IWei)  obscurelj,  jot  fnncied  tliemseive'"  members  of  the  litenUT' 
world  by  tliL-ir  revinion  of  Dilworth ;  nitd  the  editors  of  catechisniB 
with  explanutury  noti-s  were  ostoiuidi-d  at  tbnt  greater  eclat  wbich 
elo^iuit  letters  Becnrvd,  and  which  was  denied  to  their  uninventive 
produets ;  while  fa«hionnble  coteries  everywhere  were  prodipal  of 
oonjeetures  from  what  (nine  the  pold  dust  was  brouftht  to  light  for 
the  cominonweulth  of  lettem.  SnhniL!.'nndi  was  foand  at  almost 
Vrerj  tea-table.  The  rude  annpnnced  the  ftiet  that  literary  propertjr 
was  both  vetidible  and  ]irotitable." 

The  " characters "  sketehi'd  in  the^e  |ikii*ant  papers  were  doubt- 
less drawn  more  or  less  frem  the  lile,  and  intludi.il  most  of  the 
notabilities  of  the  town,  with  occa'-ionally  a  glance  beyond  it. 
There  are  said  to  be  some  touches  of  Dennie,  the  essayist  and  critic 
of  Pliiludeli'hia,  in  Lauueclot  l.aii(r'tall  A  whole  bevy  of  beaax 
and  belies  saw  themselves  reflected  in  the  Ding  Pongs  and  Sophy 
Sparkles.  The  base  tnetal  of  Brummagem  adventurers  and  sjiend- 
thrills  was  nailed  to  the  counter  by  the  satire  of  Straddles;  Ilie- 
atrical  critics  were  silenced  by  a  glance  at  theTUselves  in  the  mirror 
of  'Sbidlikens ;  fashionahlo  ujistarts  shrank  from  the  portraits  of  the 
Giblets ;  the  small  beer  of  the  politician  soured  at  the  thundering 
satire  of  Babble ;  the  feathers  of  the  carpet  soldiers  wilted  when 
they  were  paraded  in  the  rcgi'^ci't  of  the  Fag-rags.    SaJroagundi 
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was  the  mild  terror  of  the  town  when  society  was  not  too  over- 
grown an  instnunent  to  be  plajed  npon  bj  a  canning  musician. 

New  York  was  a  qneer  plaoe  then,  as  our  own  New  York  may 
be,  doabtless,  to  oar  deaoendants  fifty  jears  hence,  if  thej  have  a 
pair  of  Sahnagandi  spectaeles  to  see  it  with.  There  were  all  sorts 
of  hamom  afloat,  small  and  great,  from  fashionable  nothings,  with 
their  idle  brains,  to  the  heads  of  great  projectors  teeming  with  na- 
tional wonders.  We  see  something  of  all  in  the  book.  There  is 
that  North  River  Society  which  figares  on  so  many  ji&gQB.  Were 
the  wits  consoioos  how  maoh  of  the  fatare  these  hamoroos  projec- 
tors, the  Stevenses,  the  Livingstons  and  Fultons,  held  in  as  yet 
imcrystallized  solntion  in  their  vagaries?  Mr.  Ichabod  Fangas 
langhs  at  that  '^  aqaatic  mole  or  water  rat,"  the  *^  Torpedo,"  with 
which  the  great  inventor  entertained  the  town  at  the  Battery,  bat 
we  hear  nothing  of  his  waggery  when  the  Clermont  ascends  the 
Hudson.  It  was  the  heyday,  too,  of  the  Jefiersonian  era,  and  the 
reader  may  get  a  very  good  idea  of  the  feelings  entertained  toward 
the  sage  of  Monticello,  in  respect  to  his  ^^  economical "  administra- 
tion of  embargos  and  gunboats. 

How  distant  it  all  seems — far  removed  as  the  days  of  the  '^  Spec- 
tator "  itself,  the  parent  of  this  flattering  progeny  of  humors  and 
anticipations  of  the  gentle  essayists.  There  is  nothing  of  New 
York  of  the  present  time  in  its  pages — of  our  bustling,  driving 
bosy  era.  The  town  seems  then  to  have  had  an  hour  or  two  for  a 
little  tea-table  chat.  The  demon  of  ceaseless  work  had  not  then 
taken  snch  full  possession  of  the  world.  There  was  something  to 
langh  over,  and  sorrow  had  leisure  for  a  tear.  There  were  actors 
then ;  people  went  to  the  theatre,  and  talked  over  the  perfonnance 
when  they  came  away.  Where  is  the  great  George  Frederick  now, 
and  the  gentle  aooents  of  Cooper?  The  poor  wizened  Frenchmen, 
exiles  of  Europe  and  Saint  Domingo,  whose  quaint  habits  so  per- 
plexed My  Aunt  Charity,  where  are  they?  Vanished  from  earth, 
but  not  before  their  fiEKleless  images  were  stamped  within  the  leaves 
of  this  book. 
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Well,  all  have  gone,  writers  and  actors.  Tlie  garments  of  the 
heanz  would  startle  us  like  ghosts  if  we  were  to  look  into  the  old 
wardrohes ;  the  heaaty  of  the  helles  has  withered  into  ashes ;  good 
and  evil  nndreamt  of  have  oome  out  of  the  inventors  and  politicians ; 
a  new  generation  swarms  with  a  new  set  of  follies,  and  we  write  the 
eulogies  and  epitaphs  of  the  departed  humorists.  So  runs  the  world 
away,  will  he  the  reflection  of  the  reader  as  he  lays  down  these 
sprightly  pages,  redolent  of  youth  and  vivacity,  of  the  spring-time 
of  life,  when  satire  itself  has  no  hitterness,  though  it  may  affect 
scornful  words  and  frowning  emphasis,  when  hope  spreads  its 
gayest  hues  of  promise,  and  melancholy  itself  has  its  tinct  of  elo* 
quence  and  pleasure. 


The  text  of  this  edition  is  that  of  the  original  work  as  it  was  first 
puhlished  by  Longworth.  In  the  subsequent  reprints,  several  papers 
of  interest  were  dropped,  which  are  now  restored.  A  few  verbal 
corrections  have  been  made,  following  the  Paris  edition  of  Irving's 
works  of  1834,  which  bad  more  or  less  of  the  author's  supervision. 
The  notes  to  that  copy,  so  far  as  they  extended,  have  been  retained, 
and  will  be  found  to  be  appropriately  credited. 

The  interesting  sketch  of  the  Summer-house  of  Cockloft  Hall, 
which  appears  as  the  frontispiece,  is  a  contribution  to  the  volume 
from  Mr.  W.  A.  Whitehead,  of  Newark. 

Nbw  Tors,  AprU  7,  1860. 
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NO.  I.— SATURDAY,  JANUARY  24, 1807. 

AS  everybody  koowR,  or  ought  to  know,  what  a  Saijiaouhd 
i§,  WD  shall  spare  ourselves  the  trouble  of  ao  explana- 
tion ;  besides,  we  despise  trouble  as  we  do  ererytliiug  low  and 
mean,  and  bold  the  roan  who  would  incur  it  nnnecessaril/  as  an 
object  worthy  oar  highest  pity  aad  contempt.  Neither  will  we 
pnale  oar  heads  to  give  an  account  of  ourselves,  for  two 
reasons  ;  first,  because  it  is  nobody's  business  ;  secondly,  becaose 
if  it  were,  we  do  not  hold  ourselves  bound  to  atteud  to  auy- 
body'B  bnsuiesa  but  onr  own  ;  and  even  thai  we  take  the  lit>crty 
'of  n^lecting  when  it  snita  our  iuclination.  To  these  we  might 
add  a  third,  that  very  few  men  cin  give  a  tolerable  account  of 
themselves,  let  them  try  ever  so  hard  ;  but  this  reason,  we  can. 
didly  avow,  would  not  hold  good  with  ourselves. 

There  are,  however,  two  or  three  pieces  of  information  which 
we  bestow  gratis  on  the  public,  chieQy  because  it  suits  our  own 
]deasare  and  convenience  that  they  should  be  known,  and  juirtly 
becaoae  we  do  not  wish  that  there  should  be  any  ill  will  butwcuu 
nt  at  the  commencement  of  onr  acquaintance. 

Onr  intention  is  simply  to  instruct  the  young,  reform  the  old. 
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eom-ct  (lio  town,  ami  tuuilignte  th"  iigt'  ;  Uils  is  i 
task,  and  therefore  wc  utidvrtukc  It  with  confldesce.    Wc  Iut«nd 
for  IhiB  purpose  to  present  a  striking  pirtBW  of  tie  town ;  and 
U  erprybod;  is  anxious  to  tee  his  own  phiz  on  mnrtw,  hover<?r 
Btapid  or  aglj  it  may  ilonht  bnt  the  whnitt  town 

will  Bock  to  our  v.xWi  nrn  will  nccemarily  Itidude 

a  Taut  variety  of  G|;u  amy  gvDtlvman  or  ladj  be 

disploascd  with  the  in*  tfadr  likenesses,  thi^  ma; 

ease  their  Fplcen  liy  h  !  of  their  neighbors — thia 

being  wimt  uv  uixlfrtitai:  lutia. 

Like  all  troe  and  at  ]n«d«r  onnelvefl  infidlEblc; 

ond  tlirrefore,  with  tlic  eustomnry  liiffHicnro  of  onr  lirethren  of 
the  <|iiill,  we  shall  take  tlie  liberty  of  interferinir  in  nil  matters 
cither  of  a  jiiihlie  or  private  iialure.  We  are  crilics,  amateurs, 
dilettanti  ami  eofraoseenti;  and  as  wc  know  "  hy  the  pricking  of 
our  tliunilts,"  that  every  opinion  which  wc  may  ulviince  in  citlicr 
of  those  characters  will  be  i-orrect,  wc  are  determined,  thoriph  it 
may  lie  (piestiom-d,  contradicted,  or  ctcii  controvertcti,  yet  it 
Bhalt  never  be  revokiil. 

We  beg  the  jmblic  pwticuhirly  to  understand  that  we  solicit 
no  patronage.  We  arc  determined,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
patronage  shall  be  entirely  on  our  side.  We  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  {lecnniary  omcerns  of  the  pajHT  ;  its  Kuecess  will  yield 
us  neither  pride  nor  profit — nor  will  its  fuiinre  occasion  to  ns 
eitlier  loss  or  mortification.  We  advise  the  public,  therefore,  to 
purchase  our  mnnbers  meR'Iy  for  their  own  sakes  ;  if  they  do 
not,  let  tlietu  settle  the  affair  with  their  couscienees  and  pos- 
terity. 

To  conclude,  we  invite  all  editors  of  newspapers  and  literary 
journals  to  praise  us  heartily  in  advance,  as  we  assure  them  that 
wc  intend  to  deserve  their  praises.     To  our  uextrdoor  neighbor, 
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"  Town,''*  wo  hold  out  a  hand  of  amity,  declaring  to  him  that, 
after  oars,  his  paper  will  stand  the  best  chance  for  immortalitj. 
We  proffer  an  exchange  of  civilities  :  he  shall  furnish  us  with 
notices  of  epic  poems  and  tobacco;  and  we,  in  return,  will  enrich 
him  with  original  speculations  on  all  manner  of  subjects,  together 
with  "  the  rummaging  of  my  grandfather's  mahogany  chest  of 
drawers,"  "  the  life  and  amours  of  mine  Uncle  John,"  "  anec- 
dotes of  the  Cockloft  family,"  and  learned  quotations  from  that 
unheard  of  writer  X)f  folios,  lAnkum  Fidelius, 


PUBLISnER'S  NOTICE. 

SnAKdPKARK   OAU.EKT,  NEW    TOKK.f 

THIS  work  will  be  published  and  sold  by  D.  Longworth. 
It  will  be  printed  on  hot-pressed  vellum  paper,  as  that  is 
held  in  highest  estimation  for  buckling  up  young  ladies'  hair — a 


*  The  title  of  a  newspaper  published  in  New  York,  the  columns  of 
which,  among  other  miscellaneous  topics,  occasionally  contained  stric- 
tures on  the  performances  at  the  theatres. — Paris  Ed. 

f  David  Longworth,  an  eccentric  book-seller,  who  had  filled  a  large 
apartment  with  the  valuable  engravings  of  **  BoydelFs  Shakspearc  Gal- 
lery," magnificently  fVamod,  and  had  nearly  obscured  the  front  of  his 
house  with  a  huge  sign — a  colossal  painting  in  chiarosewro^  of  the  crown- 
ing of  Shokspcare.  Longworth  had  an  extraordinary  propensity  to  pub- 
lish elegant  works  to  the  great  gratification  of  persons  of  taste,  and  the 
DO  itmall  diminution  of  his  own  slender  fortune.  He  alludes  ironically  to 
this  circumstance  in  the  present  notice. — ParU  Ed.  Longworth^s  store 
was  in  Park  Row,  near  the  Park  Theatre.  He  was  the  dramatic  publisher 
of  New  Toik  in  his  day,  and  long  Issued  the  City  Directory. 
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purpose  to  which  Bimilar  works  are  usually  approprio 
be  a  tiiiuill,  neat,  duodecimo  size,  so  that  wlicn  enouj 
are  written,  it  may  form  a  volume  Bufficiently  port 
carried  in  old  ladies'  pockets  and  yonng  ladies  worlt-1 
As  the  above  work  will  not  come  oat  at  stated  pc! 
will  be  given  when  another  number  will  be  published. 
will  depend  on  the  size  of  the  nnrahcr,  and  must 
delivery.  The  pnblisher  professes  the  same  fioblim 
for  money  as  his  authors.  The  liberal  patroltage  b 
his  discerning  fellow-citizens  on  various  works  of  tas\ 
lias  published,  ha:^  left  him  no  inelinaiion  to  ask 
favors  at  their  hands,  and  he  publishes  this  work 
hope  of  requiting  their  bounty.* 


FROM    THE    ELBOW-CHAIR    OF    LAUNCJ 
LANtiST^iiT,  ESQ. 

WE  were  a  considembic  time  in  deciding  wlietht 
be  at  the  pains  of  intro<liiciug  onrsclvcs  to 
As  we  care  for  nobody,  and  as  we  arc  not  yet  at  the 
not  feel  bound  to  bold  up  our  hands  and  answer  to  o 
Willing,  however,  to  gain  at  once  that  frank,  confit 
ing,  which  we  are  certain  of  ultimately  possessing  in 
less,  "  best  of  all  jiossible  cities-,"  and  ansious  to  gpon 


ori^iiallj  the  ii 


n  of  the  autliora  U 


addri'ui  in  the  « 


o  posloritj,  thpy  have  been  iaducoil  to  niter  thpir  mirn 
Hit  Tor  snv  rrpetition  of  idea  tliul  iiiaj  appear  in  tliu 
. — A'ott  to  arigiKai  Bd. 
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iahabitants  the  troable  of  making  a  thousand  wise  conjectares, 
not  one  of  which  would  be  worth  a  tobacco-stopper,  we  have 
thought  it  in  some  degree  a  necessary  exertion  of  charitable  con- 
descension to  fnmish  them  with  a  slight  cine  to  the  truth. 

Before  we  proceed  further,  howerer,  we  advise  everybody,  man, 
woman,  and  child,  that  can  read,  or  get  any  friend  to  read  for 
them,  to  purchase  this  paper — not  that  we  write  for  money, 
for,  in  common  with  all  philosophical  wiseacres,  from  Solomon 
downward,  we  hold  it  in  supreme  contempt.    The  public  are  wel- 
come to  buy  this  work,  or  not,  just  as  they  choose.     If  it  be 
purchased  freely,  so  much  the  better  for  the  public — ^and  the 
publisher — we  gain  not  a  stiver.     If  it  be  not  purchased  we 
^Te  fair  warning — we  shall  burn  all  our  essays,  critiques,  and 
epigrams,  in  one  promiscuous  blaze;  and,  like  the  books  of  the 
sibyls  and  the  Alexandrian  library,  they  will  be  lost  forever  to 
posterity.    For  the  sake,  therefore,  of  our  publisher,  for  the 
Bake  of  the  public,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  public's  children  to 
the  nineteenth  generation,  wc  advise  them  to  purchase  our  paper. 
We  beg  the  respectable  old  matrons  of  this  city  not  to  bo 
alarmed  at  the  appearance  we  make;  we  are  none  of  those  out- 
landish geniuses  who  swarm  in  New  York,  who  live  by  their  wits, 
or  rather  by  the  little  wit  of  their  neighbors,  and  who  s)K)il  the 
genuine  honest  American  tastes  of  their  daughters  with  French 
slops  and  fricasseed  sentiment. 

We  have  said  we  do  not  write  for  money — neither  do  we 
write  for  fame;  we  know  too  well  the  variable  nature  of  public 
opinion,  to  build  our  hopes  upon  it — we  care  not  what  the  public 
thuik  of  us,  and  wc  suspect,  before  we  reach  the  tenth  number, 
they  will  not  know  what  to  think  of  us.  In  two  words,  we 
write  for  no  other  earthly  purpose  but  to  please  ourselves — and 
this  we  shall  be  sure  of  doing,  for  we  are  all  three  of  us  deter- 
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mined  beforehand  to  be  pleased  with  what  wc  writ«.     If,  in  tM 
coarse  of  this  work,  we  edify,  and  InBtnicl,  and  amuse  the  pnfc 
lie,  so  much  the  better  for  the  public;  but  we  ft-ankly  oekiiDt 
ledge  that  ho  soon  as  we  get  tired  of  reading  our  own  works,  a 
aball  discontinue  them  without  the  least  rcmorse,  whatever  ths^ 
public  may  think  of  it.     While  we  continue  to  ^  on,  we  will  go 
ou  merrily:  if  we  morali7.e,  it  r)m11  be  but  seldom;  and,  on  all 
Oceanians,  we  shall  be  more  solicitous  to  mnke  our  readers  lan^b 
than  cry;  for  we  are  laughing  philosophers,  and  clearly  of  opinioa 
tJiat  wisdom,  true  wisdom,  is  ti  pjorop,  jolly  dame,  who  sits  in  h 
arm-chair,  laugbs  right  merrily  at  the  farce  of  life — and  1 
the  world  as  it  (coes. 

We  intend  particularly  to  notice  the  conduct  of  the  fiisbionKb) 
world;  nor  in  this  shall  we  be  goTemed  by  that  carping  spiijl 
with  which  narrow-minded  boob-worm  cynics  squint  at  tlie  titti 
extravagances  of  the  ton;  but  with  that  liberal  toleration  whid 
actuates  every  man  of  fashion.  While  we  keep  more  than  i 
Cerheros  wati.h  over  the  guardian  rules  of  female  delicacy  u 
decorum,  we  shall  not  discourage  nny  little  nprightlinesa  < 
demeanor,  or  innocent  vivacity  of  character.  BeTorc  we  advf 
one  line  further,  we  must  let  it  be  understood,  as  our  firm  o{hu!oi 
void  of  all  prejudice  or  partiality,  that  the  ladies  of  New  Yor 
arc  tho  fairest,  the  finest,  the  most  ac(;om])li8hcd,  the  most  bewitch- 
ing, the  most  inclTulile  beings  tliut  Walk,  creep,  crawl,  swtin,  fly, 
float,  or  vegetate  in  any  or  all  of  the  four  elements;  and  t 
they  only  want  to  he  cured  of  certain  whims,  ecceutridtiei,  t 
unseemly  conceits,  ljy  our  snpcrin tending  cares,  to  render  the! 
alisolnlely  jierfect.  They  will,  therefore,  receive  s  large  p 
of  those  attentions  ilirci-ted  to  the  fashionnbh-  world;  i 
the  grnllcmen  who  ifazt  awuy  their  timi'  in  the  eircles  of  ti 
hatU'ton,  escape  our  cnrrying.     We  mean  those  stnpid  fetk 
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wbo  sit  stock-fitill  upon  their  chairs,  without  saying  a  word,  and 

then  complain  how stupid  it  was  at  Mi's. party. 

This  department  will  be  under  the  peculiar  direction  and  con- 
trol of  Antront  Evergreen,  gent.,  to  whom  all  communications 
on  this  8u)>ject  are  to  be  addressed.  This  gentleman,  from  his^ 
long  experience  in  the  rontine  of  balls,  tea-parties,  and  assemblies, 
is  eminently  qualified  for  the  tafik  he  has  undertaken.  lie  is  a 
kind  of  patriarch  in  the  fashionable  world;  and  has  seen  genera- 
tion after  generation  pass  away  into  the  silent  tomb  of  matrimony 
while  he  remains  unchangeably  the  same.  He  can  recount  the 
amours  and  courtships  of  the  fathers,  mothers,  uncles  and  aunts, 
and  even  the  grandanies,  of  all  the  belles  of  the  present  day — 
provided  their  pedigrees  extend  so  far  back  without  being  lost 
in  ol)scurity.  As,  however,  treating  of  pedigrees  is  rather  an 
ungrateful  task  in  this  city,  and  as  we  mean  to  be  perfectly  good- 
natured,  he  has  promised  to  be  cautious  in  this  particular,  lie 
recollects  perfectly  the  time  when  young  ladies  used  to  go  sleigh- 
riding,  at  night,  without  their  mammas  or  grandmammas ;  in 
short  without  being  matronized  at  all :  and  can  relate  a  thousand 
{feasant  stories  about  Kissing-bridge.*     He  likewise  remembers 

*Amongst  the  amiu^ements  of  the  citizens  in  times  gone  by,  was  that 
of  making  excursions  in  the  winter  evenings,  on  sleighs,  to  some  neigh- 
boring Tillage,  where  the  social  party  had  a  ball  and  supper.  Kissing- 
bridge  had  its  name  from  the  circumstance  that  here  the  beaux  exacted 
from  their  fair  companions  the  forfeiture  of  a  kiss  before  permitting  their 
travelling  Tchiclcs  to  pass  over. — Paris  Ed, 

Tlie  Rev.  Andrew  Burnaby,  vicar  of  Greenwich,  in  his  "  Travels  through 

the  Middle  Settlements  in  North  America,  in  the  years  1759  and  1760,^* 

has  this  mention  of  the  spot  fixing  the  locality  near  Fiftieth  street,  near 
the  site  of  old  Cato^s.     **  The  amusements  of  the  New  Yorkers,"  says 

Burnaby,  "are  balls  and  sleighing  expeditions  in  the  winter;  in  the  sum- 
mer, going  in  parties  upon  the  water  and  fishing,  or  making  excursions  into 
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tba  time  wUi-a  ]at\iei»  ]>niil  tci^ruilo,  nt  thrM  In  the  oTIf^mooi^  i 
ud  rctiirui-d  Man  ilark  to  tee  that  the  huiim  wtu>  ^hut  up  n 
tbeEcr*antfloiii1iity.    lie  has  ofc«n  plaired  cricket  in  the  orchard 
intht! rrar or  olil  Viiuxhall,  autl  n.inl^^llll'n  when  the  Bull's  Hcnd* 


woa  (jnito  out  oT  town.  T*-- 
giTGii  intJ>  lundirn  bflhioi 
yet  licBcriroi  n  lillloprrjo 
of  tlic  M  ti-And  ;  ntiil  hiii 
"  that  it  is  the  tame  i^om 
It  hns  cost  m>  mncli  tnmhle 
ii  niwrior  to  a  uiinuet,  or 


-  wua  Hlowly  ami  ^milnully 
mrishea  in  the  beait-mondt,  i 
i>r  the  drtvw  Mil]  maDDiiv  J 
'ixlatidii  of  a  iit-w  niiHUi  iit,  J 
we  had  h^foro  the  war," 
Itn  cnnfeffl  that  a  cotiUoa.l 
wd  crap  to  a  pig-tnil  and  \ 


the  oOtinlrT.  Thero  are  scvoral  liouspa  pleasantly  mi (cd  upon  Easl  RiTcr, 
near  New  York,  wliurc  it  is  cuintiioii  lo  lure  liirLic  fcusls :  these  happen 
oni'c  or  iH'icc  in  a  ireck.  Tliiny  or  forly  f;i?nt1emen  and  ladies  meet  and 
dine  losclli-T,  drink  tea  in  lUe  nftirnoon.  fish  ami  nmiw  themselves  till 
evening,  and  tlu>n  return  home  in  IliiUan  ehiii'ps,  a  gentleman  and  hidjr 
in  eaeh  chaise.  In  the  way  there  is  a  hridpe,  ahoiH  three  miles  distant 
from  New  York,  which  voii  always  pass  over  as  you  return,  called  Ihe 
Kissinf;-liriil.i;e,  where  it  is  a  part  nf  the  eliigiiette  to  salute  the  lady  who 
has  put  herself  under  your  proti-rtion.''  From  this  it  would  appear  tliat 
the  privih-gc's  of  Kissin;;-hridse  were  not  eonfincd  lo  fU'igliing  parties. 

•  Old  Tauihall  BtooJ  iil  the  corner  of  Warren  and  Greenwich  streets, 
and  was  originally  the  re.iideiiee  of  Sir  Peter  Warren.  It  fell  inio  lh« 
huiida  of  Sam  Fr.iiinees,  the  famous  tavern-keeper,  who  kept  it  as  a  puhlio 
f^rden.  Praunces  whs  the  slcward  of  (Jeneral  Washington.  A  later 
Vaunhall  was  kept  in  (he  neighborhood  of  Broome  street,  by  Delacroix, 
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hall  Crardcu,  which  enteiided  from  Ihe  llowery  to  Broadway,  cross- 
ing the  present  Ufayeltc  I'lucc  and  silc  of  the  Aslor  Library.  Tho 
Ituirs  fleail,  Ihe  chief  catllo  marl,  occupied  the  .lite  of  the  Bowery  theatre, 
»Tul  h;is  travelled  upward  wiih  the  growth  of  city,  making  one  or  Iwo 
hahin^-jil.Ti'i'!'  on  that  Hvenue  on  iLs  way  to  its  present  position  in  tho 
Vidh  Avcuuo. 
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powder.  Custom  and  fashion  hare,  howeycr,  had  more  effect  on 
him  than  all  our  lectures;  and  he  tempers,  so  happily,  the  grave 
and  ceremonious  gallantry  of  the  old  school  with  the  "  hail-fel- 
low" familiarity  of  the  new,  that,  we  trust,  on  a  little  acquaint- 
ance, and  making  allowance  for  his  old-fashioned  prejudices,  he 
will  become  a  very  considerable  favorite  with  our  readers — if  not, 
the  worse  for  themselves — as  they  will  have  to  endure  his  com- 
pany. 

In  the  territory  of  criticism,  William  Wizard,  Esq.,  has  under- 
taken to  preside  ;  and  though  we  may  all  dabble  in  it  a  little  by 
turns,  yet  we  have  willingly  ceded  to  him  all  discretionary  pow- 
ers in  this  respect.  Though  Will  has  not  had  the  advautage  of 
an  edncatlon  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  or  even  at  Edinburgh  or 
Aberdeen,  and  though  he  is  but  little  versed  in  Hebrew,  yet  we 
have  no  doubt  he  will  be  found  fully  competent  to  the  undertak- 
ing. He  has  improved  his  taste  by  a  long  residence  abroad,  par- 
ticularly at  Canton,  Calcutta,  and  the  gay  and  polished  court  of 
Haytl.  He  has  also  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  best  sing- 
ing-girls and  tragedians  of  China,  is  a  great  connoisseur  in  man- 
darine dresses,  and  porcelain,  and  particularly  values  himself  on 
his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  buffalo,  and  war-dances  of  the 
northern  Indians.  He  is  likewise  promised  the  assistance  of  a 
gentleman,  lately  from  London,  who  was  bom  and  bred  in  that 
centre  of  science  and  bon  gout,  the  vicinity  of  Fleet  Market,  where 
he  has  been  edified,  man  and  boy,  these  six-and-twenty  years, 
with  the  harmonious  jingle  of  Bow-bells.  His  taste,  therefore, 
has  attained  to  such  an  exquisite  pitch  of  refinement  that  there 
arc  few  exhibitions  of  any  kind  which  do  not  put  him  in  a  fever. 
He  has  asrarcd  Will,  that  if  Mr.  Cooper  emphasizes  **and^^  in- 
stead of  "  but^^  or  Mrs.  Oldmixon  pins  her  kerchief  a  hair's 
breadth  awry — or  Mrs.  Darley  offers  to  dare  to  look  less  than 
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the  "  daaghtcr  of  a  senator  of  Ycniec  " — ^the  standard  of  a  seoac 
tor's  daughter  being  exactly  six  feet — thej  shall  all  hear  of  it  in 
good  time.  We  have,  however,  advised  Will  Wizard  to  keep 
his  friend  in  check,  lest,  by  opening  the  eyes  of  the  public  to  the 
wretchedness  of  the  actors  by  wliom  they  have  hitherto  been 
enteiiaiued,  he  might  cut  off  one  source  of  amusement  from  our 
fellow-citizens.  We  hereby  give  notice,  that  wo  have  taken  the 
whole  corps,  from  the  manager  in  his  mantle  of  gorgeous  copper- 
lace  to  honest  John  in  his  green  coat  and  black  breeches,  under 
our  wing — and  woe  be  unto  him  who  hijures  a  hair  of  their 
heads.  As  we  have  no  design  against  the  patience  of  our  fellow 
citizens,  we  shall  not  dose  them  with  copious  draughts  of  thea- 
trical criticism  ;  we  well  know  that  they  have  already  been  well 
physicked  with  them  of  late  ;  our  theatrics  shall  take  up  but  a 
small  part  of  our  paper  ;  nor  shall  they  be  altogether  confined 
to  the  stage,  but  extend  from  time  to  time  to  those  incorrigible 
offenders  against  the  peace  of  society,  the  stage-critics,  who  not 
unfrequently  create  the  fault  they  find,  in  order  to  yield  an  opening 
for  their  witticisms — censure  an  actor  for  a  gesture  he  never 
made,  or  an  emphasis  he  never  gave  ;  and,  in  their  attempt  to 
show  off  new  readings,  make  the  sweet  swan  of  Avon  cackle  Hke 
a  goose.  If  any  one  should  feel  himself  offended  by  our  remarks, 
let  hun  attack  us  in  return — we  shall  not  wince  from  the  combat. 
If  his  passes  be  successful,  we  will  be  the  first  to  cry  out,  a  hit!  a 
hit  I  and  we  doubt  not  we  shall  frequently  lay  ourselves  open  to 
the  weapons  of  our  assailants.  But  let  them  have  a  care  how 
they  run  a  tilting  with  us;  they  have  to  deal  with  stubborn  foes, 
who  can  bear  a  world  of  pummelUng  ;  we  will  be  relentless  in 
our  vengeance,  and  will  fight  'Hill  from  our  bones  the  flesh  be 
hack't." 

What  other  subjects  we  shall  include  in  the  range  of  our  ob» 
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serrations,  we  have  not  determined,  or  rather  we  shall  not  trouble 
oorselves  to  detail.  The  pnblic  have  already  more  information 
concerning  ns,  than  we  intended  to  nnpart.  We  owe  them  no 
fovors,  neither  do  we  ask  any.  AVe  again  advise  them,  for  their 
own  sakefl,  to  read  our  papers  when  they  come  otit.  We  recom- 
mend to  all  mothers  to  purchase  them  for  their  daughters,  who 
will  be  taught  the  true  line  of  propriety,  and  tiie  most  advisable 
method  of  managing  their  beaux.  We  advise  all  daughters  to 
purchase  them  for  the  sake  of  their  mothers,  who  shall  be  initi- 
ated into  the  arcana  of  the  bon-ton,  and  cured  of  all  tho<;e  rusty 
old  notions  which  they  acquired  during  the  lost  century : 
parents  shall  be  taught  how  to  govern  their  children,  girls  how 
to  get  husbands,  and  old  maids  how  to  do  without  them. 

As  we  do  not  measure  our  wits  by  the  yard  or  the  bushel,  and 
as  they  do  not  flow  periodically  nor  constantly,  we  shall  not 
restrict  our  paper  as  to  size  or  the  time  of  its  appearance.  It  will 
be  poblished  whenever  we  have  sufficient  matter  to  constitute  a 
nnmber,  and  the  size  of  the  number  shall  depend  on  the  stock  in 
hand.  This  will  best  suit  our  negligent  habits,  and  leave  us  that  full 
Hl)erty  and  inde])endence  which  is  the  joy  and  pride  of  our  souls. 
As  we  have  before  hinted,  that  we  do  not  concern  ourselves  about 
the  ])ecuniary  matters  of  our  paper,  we  leave  its  price  to  be  re- 
gulated by  our  publisher  :  only  recommending  him,  for  his  own 
interest,  and  the  honor  of  its  authors,  not  to  sell  their  invaluable 
productions  too  cheap. 

Is  there  any  one  who  wishes  to  know  more  about  us  ? — let 
him  read  Salmaguxdi,  and  grow  wise  apace.  Thus  nmcli  we 
will  say — there  are  three  of  us,  "  Bardoli)h,  Peto,  and  I,"  all 
townsmen  good  and  true; — many  a  time  and  oft  have  we  three 
amused  the  town  without  its  knowing  to  whom  it  was  indebteil; 
and  many  a  time  have  we  seen  the  midnight  lamp  twinkle  faintly 
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on  onr  atmlloua  |titizce,  and  heard  tha  moruiDtf  salaUtion  of " 
tbrcc  o'diKk,"  ixton  wo  Gought  giir  pillutrs.    The  Kmli  of 
midnight  BtadiM  is  now  offered  to  tlic  public;  and  little  a«  we 
care  for  the  opinion  of  tbin  cxcundtDgly  stupid  world,  w  chull 

take  care,  as  far  as  lit' '~ '"8  noturcn,  lo  fullitl  tlii'  pni. 

jnises  made  in  tliui  in  ro  da  not,  wo  Khali  hare 

many  examples  to  ju  '  fed  little  EoUritode  on 

acvouuL  ^^H« 
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MACBETH  was  purfornied  to  a  very  crowded  house,  and 
iiiudi  to  our  Kutisfttctioii.  As,  howt-ver,  our  neighbor 
Town  has  been  V(;ry  volmiiiiious  already  in  his  criticisms  on  this 
play,  we  sliull  make  but  few  remarks.  Having  never  seen  Kkm- 
BLK  in  this  cburacter,  we  are  absolutely  at  a  loia  to  say  whether 
Mr.  Cooi'EB  jxTformed  it  well  or  nut.  We  think,  however, 
there  was  an  error  in  his  eosttt-me.  as  the  learoed  Liiikani  Fidelius 
is  of  opiniou,  that  in  the  time  of  Maclieth  the  Scots  did  not  wear 
sandals,  but  wooden  shoes.  Maclwtli  also  was  noted  for  wearing 
his  jacket  open,  that  he  mij^ht  jiluy  the  Scotch  fiddle  more 
convcuicnily — that  being  a  hereditary  accomplishment  iu  the 
U I  amis  family. 

We  have  seen  this  character  performed  in  Chino,  by  the  cele- 
brated C'Aoui-CAaw,  the  Rosciiis  of  that  great  empire,  who  in 
the  dagger  scene  always  electrified  the  audience  by  blowing  liis 
Bose  like  a  trampet.    Ckow-Cbow,  in  compliance  with  the  opin- 
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km  of  the  sage  Linktim  Fidelias,  performed  Macbeth  in  wooden 
shoes;  this  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  prodncing  great  effect, 
for  on  first  seeing  the  "  air-drawn  dagger/'  he  always  cut  a  pro- 
digious high  caper,  and  kicked  his  shoes  into  the  pit  at  the  heads 
of  the  critics;  wherenpon  the  andience  were  marvellonsly  de- 
fighted,  flourished  their  hands,  and  stroked  their  whiskers  throe 
times,  and  the  matter  ^was  carefully  recorded  in  the  next  nnmber 
of  a  paper  called  the y!im;/?am.     {English — town.) 

We  were  much  pleased  with  Mrs.  Yilliers  in  Lady  Mac- 
beth ;  but  we  think  she  would  have  given  a  greater  effect  to  the 
night  scene,  if,  instead  of  holding  the  candle  in  her  hand,  or  set^ 
ting  it  down  on  the  table,  which  is  sagaciously  censured  by 
neighbor  Town,  she  had  stuck  it  in  her  night-cap.  This  wonld 
have  been  extremely  picturesque,  and  would  have  marked  more 
strongly  the  derangement  of  her  mind. 

Mrs.  Tilliers,  however,  is  not  by  any  means  large  enough  for 
the  character  :  Lady  Macbeth  having  been,  in  our  opinion,  a 
woman  of  extraordinary  size,  and  of  the  race  of  the  giants,  not  • 
withstanding  what  she  says  of  her  "  little  hand — "  which  being 
said  in  her  sleep  ]>asses  for  nothing.  We  should  be  happy  to 
Gce  this  character  in  the  hands  of  the  lady  who  played  Glum- 
dalca,  queen  of  the  giants,  in  Tom  Thumb  ;  she  is  exactly  of  im- 
perial dimensions  ;  and,  provided  she  is  well  shaved,  of  a  most 
interesting  physiognomy  :  as  she  appears  likewise  to  be  a  lady  of 
some  nerve,  I  dare  engage  she  will  read  a  letter  about  witches 
vanishing  in  air,  and  such  common  ocairrences,  without  being  uu- 
nrturally  surprised,  to  the  annoyance  of  honest  "  Town.'' 

We  are  happy  to  observe  that  Mr.  Cooi^er  profits  by  the  iu- 
ctmctions  of  friend  Town,  and  does  not  dip  the  daggers  in  blood 
ao  deep  as  formerly  by  a  matter  of  an  inch  or  two.  This  was  a 
violent  outrage  upon  our  immortal  bard.    We  differ  with  Mr. 
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whether  the  daggers 
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bor  Town,  yrt  we  i 
Cooper  for  uinittiiig 
imagery,"  etc.,  begi 
balw,"  vte.  It  in  one  i 
shoulil  always  be  retained,  for  the  [)ur[x>se  of  sliowinj^  liuw  some- 
times thnt  great  poet  eoiild  liilk  like  a  buzzard  ;  or,  to  ppeak 
more  plainly,  like  the  famous  mail  |KR't,  Nat  Lee. 

As  it  is  the  first  duty  of  a  friend  to  advise — ^and  as  we  profess 
and  do  actually  feel  a  friendship  for  honest  "Town,"  we  warn 
him  never,  in  his  criticisms,  to  meddle  with  a  lady's  "  jiettieoals," 
or  to  quote  Xie  Uotlom.  In  tlie  lirst  instance  he  may  "catch 
a  tartar  ;"  and  in  the  si-cond,  the  ass's  head  may  rise  up  in 
judgment  apiinst  him  ;  and  when  it  is  once  afloat  there  is  no 
knowing  where  some  unlneky  hand  may  place  it.  We  wotdd  not, 
for  all  the  money  iu  our  |iockets,  sec  Town  flourishing  his  critical 
quill  under  the  auspices  of  on  atie'e  head,  like  the  great  Franklin 
iu  liis  Miiittero  Cup. 


THE  ASSEMBLY.  27 


NEW  YORK  ASSEMBLY. 

BT  AVTnONT  STBRORBBN,    GENT. 

THE  assemblies  this  year  have  gained  a  great  accession  of 
beauty.  Several  brilliant  stars  have  risen  from  the  East 
and  from  the  North,  to  brighten  the  firmament  of  fashion  ; 
among  the  number  I  have  discovered  another  pland,  which  rivals 
even  Yenus  in  lustre,  and  I  claim  equal  honor  with  Herschcl  for 
my  discovery.  I  shall  take  some  future  opportunity  to  describe 
this  planet,  and  the  numerous  satellites  which  revolve  around  it. 

At  the  last  assembly  the  company  began  to  make  some  show 
about  eight,  but  the  most  fashionable  delayed  their  appearance 
nntil  about  nine — nine  being  the  number  of  the  muses,  and 
therefore,  the  best  possible  hour  for  beginning  to  exhibit  the 
graces.  (This  is  meant  for  a  pretty  play  upon  words,  and  I 
assure  my  readers  that  I  tliink  it  very  tolerable.) 

Poor  Will  Uoneycomb,  whose  memory  I  hold  in  special  con- 
aderation,  even  with  his  half  century  of  experience,  would  have 
been  puzzled  to  point  out  the  humors  of  a  lady  by  her  prevailing 
colors ;  for  the  "  rival  queens "  of  fashion,  Mrs.  Toole  and 
Madame  Bouchard,^  appeared  to  have  exhausted  their  wonderful 
inventions  in  the  different  disposition,  variation,  and  combination 
of  tints  and  shades.  The  philosopher  who  maintained  that 
black  was  white,  and  that,  of  course,  there  was  no  such  color  as 
white,  might  have  given  some  color  to  his  theory  on  this 
occasion,  by  the  absence  of  poor  forsaken  white  muslin.  I  was, 
however,  much  pleased  to  see  that  red  maintains  its  ground 

*  Two  fashionable  millinera  of  riyal  celebrity  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
— Port  ff  £d. 


agaioEt  bM  other  colors,  bMause  red  Is  the  color  of  Mr.  JefTcf- 
Bon's  •••••••*,  Tom  Paine's  ncwe,  and  my  slippera.* 

Let  the  grumbling  nnellfuugi  of  this  world,  who  cultivate 
'taste  among  books,  cobwebs,  aod  spiders,  rail  at  the  exlrara- 
gance  of  the  ago  ;  for  my  part,  I  was  delighted  with  the  magic 
of  the  scene,  and  na  the  ladies  tripped  tbroagh  the  maus  of 
the  dance,  eparkliag  and  glowing  and  dazzling,  1,  like  th« 
honest  Chinese,  thanked  them  Leartit;  for  the  jewels  and  finrry 
Willi  which  they  loaded  theraselTea,  merely  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  bysitandora,  and  blessed  my  stars  that  I  was  a  bachelor. 

The  gentlemen  were  considerably  numerons,  and  being,  u 
usual,  equipt  in  their  appropriate  black  nnifarm.<:.  constituted  a 
Kable  regiment,  which  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  bnlUatrt 

*  In  this  instonoe,  u  well  as  on  screrikl  oth^r  occaglons,  a  little  ionocenl 
pltnsunlrj  l»  indulged  sC  Mr.  jEffcr^an's  expeiiw.  The  Ulusiou  midB 
tere  U  10  the  red  vcWel  sinnll  clothen  wilh  which  the  Prpsidcnt,  ia 
deBnncc  of  good  taste,  used  to  altire  hinmelf  on  Iete«  dn^  and  otbac 
pnblic  occasions , — Parit  Ed. 

In  owf  of  hU  splenetio  moods  in  Vlr^nia.  John  Kandolph  once  Tent*d 
hii  complaiitt  of  JeBcrson,  with  an  alliudon  tt>  the  old  WMllU.  "I 
caimot  live,"  said  he,  "  in  thja  niisenblc  undone  counliy,  where,  aa  Um 
Turks  follow  Iheir  eacrcd  sliuidBrd,  Khich  ia  b  pair  of  Mahomcl'i  gretn 
breeohea,  we  nre  goToriied  iij  tlie  old  red  breeches  of  that  prioee  of 
prqjeators,  St.  Thomas  of  Cantingliury ;  and  8ur*ly.  lieoket  hinwetf 
never  had  more  pilgrims  at  bis  sliriae,  thnn  the  taint  of  HontieellQ " 

Al  for  the  proboacU  of  Paine,  "  I  Hhail  secure  hlia  to  a  Diovlir,''  i^ 
Jarri*,  when  he  vas  ulioiit  to  lake  the  bust  of  Piune,  now  in  Uio  !i«* 
York  Hiatoriosl  Soelcty,  "  if  I  can  get  plaster  enough  for  hia  cnrbwuM 
nose."  Dr.  Francis,  who  rvlatos  the  anecdote  iu  one  of  tb«  interMinc 
historical  sketches  which  he  has  given  lo  the  public,  aba  f^nuobca  • 
couplet  sung  h;  the  hoys  in  the  strecu. 

"Tom  I'nine  in  come  from  fnr,  fpoiu  fcr; 
Bis  nose  is  like  a  blaiiug  star  I " 
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praiety  of  the  ballroom.     I  must  confess  I  am  mdebtcd  for  this 
remark  to  our  friend  the  cockney,  Mr.  'Sbidukensfijish,  or 
'Slndlikens,  as  he  ifi  called  for  shortness.     He  is  a  fellow  of 
infinite  Terbosity — stands  in  high  favor — with  himself — and,  like 
Caleb  Qaotem,  is  "np  to  everything/'    I  remember  when  a 
comfortable,  plomp-looking  citizen  led  into  the  room  a  fair  dam- 
sel, who  looked  for  all  the  world  like  the  personification  of  a 
rainbow  ;  'Sbidlikens  observed  that  it  reminded  him  of  a  fable, 
which  he  bad  read  somewhere,  of  the  marriage  of  an  honest 
painstaking  snail,  who  had  once  walked  six  feet  in  an  hour  for 
a  wager,  to  a  butterfly  whom  he  used  to  gallant  by  the  elbow, 
with  the  aid  of  much  puffing  and  exertion.     On  being  called 
upon  to  tell  where  he  had  come  across  the  story,  'Sbidlikens 
ahsolntely  refused  to  answer. 

It  would  but  be  repeating  an  old  story  to  say,  that  the  ladies 
of  New  York  dance  well ; — and  well  may  they,  since  they  learn 
it  scientifically,  and  begin  their  lessons  before  they  have  quit 
their  swaddling  clothes.  The  immortal  Dupobt  has  usurped 
despotic  sway  over  all  the  female  heads  and  heels  in  this  city  ; — 
horn-books,  primers,  and  pianos  are  neglected,  to  attend  to  his 
positions ;  and  poor  Chilton,  with  his  pots,  and  kettles,  and 
diemical  crockery,  finds  him  a  more  potent  enemy  than  the 
whole  collective  force  of  the  "  North  River  Society."*  'Sbidli- 
kens insists  that  this  dancing  mania  will  inevitably  continue  as  long 
as  a  dancing-master  will  charge  the  fashionable  price  of  five-and- 
twenty  dollars  a  quarter,  and  all  other  accomplishments  arc  so 
Tulgar  as  to  be  attainable  at ''  half  the  money  ;" — but  I  put  no 
faith    in  'Sbidlikens'  candor  in  this  particular.     Among  his 

*  An  Imaginary  association,  the  object  of  which  was  to  set  the  North 
River  (the  Hudson)  on  fire.  A  number  of  young  men  of  some  fashion, 
little  talenti  and  great  pretension,  wore  ridiculed  as  members.— Poru  JuL 
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infioitnde  of  endowments,  he  is  bat  a  poor  proficient  in  dancing ; 
and  thongh  he  often  floonders  through  a  cotillon,  yet  he  nercr 
cat  a  pigeonwing  in  his  life. 

In  my  mind  there's  no  position  more  podtive  and  nnezcep- 
tionable  than  that  most  Frenchmen,  dead  or  alire,  are  bom 
dancers.  I  came  pounce  upon  this  discovery  at  the  assemblyi 
and  I  immediately  noted  it  down  in  my  register  of  indisputable 
facts  ; — the  public  shall  know  all  about  it.  As  I  never  dance 
cotillons,  holding  them  to  be  monstrous  distorters  of  the  human 
frame,  and  tantamount  in  their  operations  to  being  broken  and 
dislocated  on  the  wheel,  I  generally  take  occasion,  while  they 
are  going  on,  to  make  my  remarks  on  the  company.  In  the 
course  of  these  observations  I  was  struck  with  the  energy  and 
eloquence  of  sundry  limbs,  which  seemed  to  be  flourishing  about 
without  appertaining  to  anylxKly.  After  much  investigation 
and  diflBculty  I,  at  length,  traced  them  to  their  respective 
owners,  whom  I  found  to  be  all  Frenchmen  to  a  man.  Art 
may  have  meddled  somewhat  in  these  affairs,  but  nature  certainly 
did  more.  I  have  since  been  considerably  employed  in  calcula- 
tions on  this  subject ;  and  by  the  most  accurate  computation  I 
have  determined,  that  a  Frenchman  passes  at  least  three-fifths 
of  his  time  between  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  partakts 
emhiently  of  the  nature  of  a  gossiiiner  or  soap-bubble.  One  of 
these  jack-o'-lantern  heroes,  in  taking  a  figure,  which  neither 
Euclid  nor  Pythagoras  himself  could  demonstrate,  unfortunately 
wound  himself — I  mean  his  feet — his  better  part — into  a  lady's 
cobweb  muslin  robe  ;  but  perceiving  it  at  the  histant,  he  set 
himself  a  spinning  the  other  way,  like  a  top,  unravelled  his  step, 
without  omitting  one  angle  or  curve,  and  extricated  himself 
without  breaking  a  thread  of  the  lady's  dress  I  ho  then  sprung 
up,  like  a  sturgeon,  crossed  his  feet  four  times,  and  finished  this 
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wonderfol  cTolation  bj  qaivering  his  left  leg,  as  a  cat  does  her 
paw  when  she  has  accidentally  dipped  it  in  water.  No  man, 
"of  woman  bom/'  who  was  not  a  Frenchman,  or  a  mountebank, 
coald  haye  done  the  like. 

Among  the  new  faces,  I  remarked  a  blooming  nymph,  who 
has  bronght  a  fresh  supply  of  roses  from  the  country  to  adorn 
the  wreath  of  beauty,  where  lilies  too  much  predominate.  As 
I  wish  well  to  every  sweet  face  und(T  heaven,  I  sincerely  hope 
her  roses  may  survive  the  frosts  and  dissipations  of  winter,  and 
lose  nothing  by  a  comparison  with  the  loveliest  offerings  of  the 
spring.  'Sbidlikens,  to  whom  I  made  similar  remarks,  assured 
me  that  they  were  very  just,  and  very  prettily  exprest  ;  and 
that  the  lady  in  question  was  a  prodigious  fine  piece  of  flesh 
and  blood.  Now,  could  I  find  it  in  my  heart  to  baste  these 
cockneys  like  their  own  roast  beef — they  can  make  no  distinc- 
tion between  a  fine  woman  and  a  fine  horse. 

I  would  praise  the  sylph-like  grace  with  which  another  young 
lady  acquitted  herself  in  the  dance,  but  that  she  excels  in  far 
more  yaloable  accomplishments.  Who  praises  the  rose  for  its 
beauty,  even  though  it  is  beautiful  ? 

The  company  retired  at  the  customary  hour  to  the  supper- 
room,  where  the  tables  were  laid  out  with  their  usual  splendor 
and  profusion.  My  friend,  'Sbidlikens,  with  the  native  fore- 
^thought  of  a  cockney,  had  carefully  stowed  his  pocket  with 
cheese  and  crackers,  that  he  might  not  be  tempted  again  to 
renturc  his  limbs  m  the  crowd  of  hungry  fair  ones  who  throng 
the  supper-room  door :  his  precaution  was  unnecessary,  for  the 
company  entered  the  room  with  surprising  order  and  decorum. 
No  gowns  were  torn — no  ladies  fainted — no  noses  bled — ^nor  was 
there  any  need  of  the  the  mterference  of  either  managers  or 
peace  officers. 
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NO.  II.— WEDNESDAY,  FEB.  4, 1807. 

FROM  THE  ELBOW-CUAIR  OF  LAUNCELOT  LANGSTAFF, 

ESQUIRE. 

IN  the  condnct  of  an  epic  poem,  it  has  been  the  custom,  fipom 
time  immemorable,  for  the  poet  occasionally  to  introduce 
his  reader  to  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  heroes  of  his 
story,  by  conducting  him  into  their  tents,  and  priving  bim  an 
opportunity  of  observing  tliem  in  their  night-gt>wn  and  slippers. 
However  I  despise  tlie  ser^-ile  genius  that  would  descend  to 
follow  a  j>recedent,  though  furnislied  by  Homer  himself,  and  con- 
sider him  as  on  a  par  with  the  cart  that  follows  at  the  heels  of  the 
horse,  without  ever  taking  the  lead,  yet  at  the  present  moment, 
my  whim  is  op|)Osed  to  my  opinion  ;  and  whenever  this  is  the 
case,  my  opinion  generally  surrenders  at  dis(rretion.  I  am  deter- 
mined, therefore,  to  give  the  town  a  i>eep  into  our  divan  ;  and  I 
shall  re])eat  it  as  often  as  I  please,  to  show  that  I  intend  to  be 
801'iable. 

The  other  night  Will  Wizard  and  Evergreen  called  open  me, 
to  pass  away  a  few  hours  in  social  chat,  and  hold  a  kind  of  coun- 
cil of  war.  To  give  a  zest  to  our  evening,  I  uncorked  a  bottle 
of  London  particular,  which  has  grown  old  with  myself,  and 
which  never  fails  to  excit«  a  smile  in  the  countenances  of  my  old 
cronies,  to  whom  alone  it  is  devoted.  After  some  little  time 
the  conversation  turned  on  the  effect  produced  by  our  first  nam- 
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ber  ;  every  one  had  his  budget  of  information,  and  I  assure  mj 
readers  that  we  langhed  most  nnceremonionsly  at  their  expense  ; 
they  will  excuse  us  for  our  merriment — 'tis  a  way  we've  got. 
Evergreen,  who  is  equally  a  favorite  and  companion  of  young 
and  old,  was  particularly  satisfactory  in  his  details  ;  and  it  was 
highly  amusing  to  hear  how  different  characters  were  tickled 
with  different  passages.  The  old  folks  wore  delighted  to  lind 
there  was  a  bias  in  our  junto  toward  the  "  good  old  times  ;" 
and  he  particularly  noticed  a  worthy  old  gentleman  of  his 
acqoaiutance,  who  had  been  somewhat  a  l)eau  in  liis  day,  whose 
eyes  brightened  at  the  bare  mention  of  KLssing-bridge.  It 
recalled  to  his  recollection  several  of  his  youthful  exploits,  at  that 
celebrated  pass,  on  which  he  seemed  to  dwell  with  great  pleasure 
and  self-complacency  ;  he  hoped,  he  said,  that  the  bridge  might 
be  preserved  for  the  benelit  of  posterity,  and  as  a  monument  of 
the  gallantry  of  their  grandfathers,  and  even  hinted  at  the 
expediency  of  erecting  a  toll-gate  there,  to  collect  the  forfeits  of 
the  ladies.  But  the  most  flattering  testimony  of  approbation, 
which  our  work  has  received,  was  from  an  old  lady,  who  never 
laughed  but  once  in  her  life,  and  that  was  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  lust  war.  She  was  detected  by  friend  Anthony  in  the  very 
fact  of  laughing  meet  obstreperously  at  the  description  of  the 
little  dancing  Frenchman,  ^ow  it  glads  my  very  heart  to  find 
our  effusions  have  such  a  pleasing  effect.  I  venerate  the  aged, 
and  joy  whenever  it  is  in  my  {K)wer  to  scatter  a  few  flowers  in 
their  path. 

The  young  people  were  particularly  interested  in  the  account 
of  the  assembly.  There  was  some  difference  of  opinion  respecting 
the  new  planet,  and  the  blooming  nymph  from  the  country;  but 
as  to  the  compliment  paid  to  the  fascinating  little  sylph  who 
danced  ao  graoefiilly,  every  lady  modestly  took  that  to  herself! 

a* 
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Evergreen  mentioned  also  that  the  young  ladies  were  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  learn  the  true  mode  of  managing  their  beaux; 
and  Miss  Diana  Wearwell,  who  is  as  chaste  as  an  icicle,  has 
seen  a  few  superfluous  winters  pass  over  her  head,  and  boasts  of 
having  slain  her  thousands,  wished  to  know  how  old  maids  were 
to  do  without  husbands  ;  not  that  she  was  very  curious  about 
the  matter,  she  "  only  asked  for  information."  Several  ladies 
expressed^  their  earnest  desire  that  we  would  not  spare  those 
wooden  gentlemen  who  perform  the  parts  of  mutes,  or  stalking 
horses,  in  their  drawing-rooms  ;  and  their  mothers  were  equally 
anxious  that  we  would  show  no  quarter  to  those  lads  of  spirit, 
who  now  and  then  cut  their  bottles  to  enliven  a  tea-party  with 
the  humors  of  the  dinner-table. 

Will  Wizard  was  not  a  little  chagrined  at  having  been  mis- 
taken for  a  gentleman,  "  who  is  no  more  like  me,"  said  Will, 
"  than  I  like  Hercules."  "  I  was  well  assured,"  continued  Will, 
"  that  as  our  characters  were  drawn  from  nature,  the  oriirinals 
would  be  found  in  every  so<*iety.  And  so  it  has  hap]>ened — 
everv  little  circle  has  its  ^Sbidlikens  :  and  the  cocknev,  intended 
merely  as  the  representative  of  his  s|>ecies,  has  dwindled  into  an 
insignificant  individual,  who  having  recognized  his  own  likeness, 
has  foolishly  appropriated  to  himself  a  picture  for  which  he  never 
sat.  Such,  loo,  has  been  the  case  with  Dix(;-i»ong.  who  has 
kindly  undertaken  to  be  my  representative  ;  not  that  I  care 
much  about  the  matter,  for  it  must  Ixj  acknowledged  that  the 
animal  is  a  good-natured  annual  enough — and  what  is  more,  a 
fashionable  animal — and  this  is  saying  more  than  to  call  him  a 
conjurer.  But  I  am  much  mistaken  if  he  can  claim  any  affinity 
to  the  Wizard  family.  Surely  everybody  knows  Ding-ilong,  the 
gentle  Ding-ilong,  who  pervades  all  K])ace,  who  is  here  and  there 
and  everywhere  ;  no  tearparty  can  be  complete  without  Ding- 
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dong,  and  his  appearance  is  sure  to  occasion  a  {^mile.     Diug« 
dong  haH  been  the  occasion  of  much  wit  in  his  day  ;  I  have  even 
seen  many  puny  wliipsters  attempt  to  be  dull  at  his  exj)cnse,  who 
were  as  much  inferior  to  him  as  the  gad-fly  is  to  the  ox  that  he 
hnzzcs  about.     Does  any  witling  want  to  distress  the  company 
with  a   miserable  pun  ? — nol)o<ly's  name  i)rosents  sooner  than 
Din^-dong's ;  and  it  has  been  played  upon  with  equal  skill  and 
equal  entertainment  to  the  bystanders  as  Trinity-l>ells.     Ding- 
dong  is  profoundly  devoted  to  the  ladies,  and  higlily  entitled  to 
their  regard  ;  for  I  know  no  man  who  makes  a  better  bow,  or 
talks  IcFS  to  the  puqK)se   than   Ding-flong.      Ding-<long  has 
acquired  a  prodigious  fund  of  knowledge  l)y  reading  Dilworth 
when  a  boy  ;  and  the  other  day,  on  Imng  asked  who  was  the 
tathor   of  Macbeth,  answered,  witlnmt  the  least  hesitation — 
Shakspeare  I     Ding-<long  has  a  quotation  for  every  day  of  the 
year,  and  every  hour  of  the  day,  and  every  minute  of  the  hour  ; 
but  he  often  commits  petty  larcenies  on  the  poets — plucks  the 
grey  hairs  of  old  Chaucer's  head,  and  cla]>s  them  on  the  chin  of 
Pope  ;  and   filches  Johnson's  wig,  to  cover  the  bald  pate  of 
Homer  ;  but  his  blunders   pass  undetected  J)y  one-half  of  his 
k'arers.     DingKlong,  it  is  true,  though  he  has  long  wranglc^d  at 
our  bar,  cannot  l>oast  much  of  his  legal  knowledge,  nor  does  his 
forensic  eloquence  entitle  him  to  rank  with  a  Cicero  or  a  Demos- 
tltenes  ;  but  bating  his  professional  deficiencies,  he  is  a  man  of 
most  delectable  discourse,  and  can  hold  forth  for  an  hour  upon 
the  color  of  a  riband  or  the  construction  of  a  work-bag.     Ding- 
dong  is  now  in  his  fortieth  year,  or  perhaps  a  little  more — rivals 
all  the  little  beaux  in  the  town,  in  his  attentions. to  the  ladies — 
is  in  a,  state  of  rapid  improvement ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  by  the  time  he  arrives  at  years  of  discretion,  he  will  be 
a  very  accomplished,  agreeable  young  fellow."    I  advise  all 
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clever,  good-for-nothing,  "  learned  and  authentic  gentlemen,"  to 
take  care  how  they  wear  this  cap,  however  well  it  fits  ;  and  to 
bear  in  mind,  that  our  characters  are  not  individuals,  but  species; 
if,  after  tliis  warning,  any  person  chooses  to  represent  Mr.  Ding- 
dong,  the  sin  is  at  his  own  door  ;  we  wash  our  hands  of  it. 

We  all  sympathized  with  Wizard,  that  he  should  be  mistaken 
for  a  person  so  very  different ;  and  I  hereby  assure  my  readers, 
that  William  Wizard  is  uo  other  j)erson  in  the  whole  world  but 
William  Wizard  ;  so  I  beg  I  may  hear  no  more  conjectures  on 
the  subjtM»t.  Will  is,  in  fact,  a  wiseacre  by  inheritance.  The 
Wizard  family  has  long  been  celebrated  for  knowing  more  than 
their  neighbors,  particularly  concerning  their  neighbors'  affairs. 
They  were  anciently  called  Josskun  ;  but  Will's  great-uncle,  by 
the  father's  side,  having  been  accidentally  burnt  for  a  witch  in 
Connecticut,  in  consequence  of  blowing  lip  his  own  house  in  a 
philoso])hical  experiment,  the  family,  in  order  to  perpetuate  the 
recollection  of  this  memorable  circumstance,  assumed  the  name 
and  arms  of  Wizard,  and  have  borne  them  ever  since. 

In  the  course  of  my  customary  morning's  walk,  I  stopped  in  a 
lKX)k-store,  which  is  noted  for  being  the  favorite  haunt  of  a 
nuinlxT  of  literati,  some  of  whom  rank  high  ui  the  opinion  of  the 
world,  and  others  rank  ecjually  high  in  their  own.  Here  I 
found  a  knot  of  queer  fellows  listening  to  one  of  their  com]>any, 
who  was  reading  our  paj)er  ;  I  particularly  noticed  Mr.  Ichab(»d 
Fungus  among  the  number. 

Fungus  is  one  of  those  fidgeting,  meddling  quidnuncs  with 
which  this  unhappy  city  is  jwstered — one  of  our  "  Q  in  a  comor 
fellows,-'  who  sjK^aks  volumes  with  a  wink,  conveys  most  porten- 
tous infonnation  by  laying  his  finger  beside  his  nose,  and  is 
always  smelling  a  rat  in  the  most  trifling  occurrence.  He  \» 
teued  to  our  work  with  the  most  frigid  gravity— every  now  and 
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then  gave  a  mysterious  shrog,  a  hamph,  or  a  screw  of  the  mouth; 
and  on  being  asked  his  opinion  at  the  conclusion,  said,  he  did 
not  know  what  to  think  of  it ;  he  hoped  it  did  not  mean  any- 
thing against  the  government,  that  no  lurking  treason  was 
conehed  in  all  this  talk.  These  were  dangerous  times — times  of 
plot  and  conspiracy ;  he  did  not  iit  all  like  those  stars  after 
Mr.  Jefferson's  name — they  had  an  air  of  concealment.  Dick 
Paddle,  who  was  one  of  the  group,  undertook  our  cause.  Dick 
18  known  to  the  world  as  being  a  most  knowing  genius,  who  can 
see  as  fiu*  as  anybody — ^into  a  millstone  ;  maintains,  in  the  teeth 
of  all  argnment,  that  a  spade  is  a  spade  ;  and  will  labor  a  good 
half  hour  by  St.  Paul's  clock  to  establish  a  self-evident  fact. 
Dick  assured  old  Fungus  that  those  stars  merely  stood  for  Mr. 
Jefferson's  red  what-tPf/e-^ail-^cms^  and  that,  so  far  from  a  conspi- 
racy against  their  peace  and  prosperity,  the  authors,  whom  he 
knew  very  well,  were  only  expressing  their  high  respect  for 
them.  The  old  man  shook  his  head,  shrugged  his  shoulders, 
gave  a  mjrsterious  Lord  Burleigh  nod,  said  he  hoped  it  might  be 
80 ;  bnt  he  was  by  no  means  satisfied  with  this  attack  upon  the 
President's  breeches,  as  ''  thereby  hangs  a  tale." 


•  •• 


MR.  WILSON'S  CONCERT. 

BT     ANTHONY     BVBROKBBN,     OBNT. 

IX  my  register  of  indisputable  facts  I  have  noted  it  couspicn- 
ously,  that  all  modem  music  is  but  mere  dregs  and  draining 
^f  the  ancient,  and  that  all  the  spirit  and  vigor  of  harmony  has 
Entirely  evaporated  in  the  lapse  of  ages.    Oh  I  for  the  chant  of 
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the  Naiades  and  Dryades,  the  shell  of  the  Tritons,  and  the 
sweet  warblings  of  the  Mermaids  of  ancient  days  I  Where  now 
shall  we  seek  the  Amphion,  who  bnilt  walls  with  a.  torn  of  his 
hurdy-gurdy,  the  Orpheus  who  made  stones  to  whistle  about  his 
ears,  and  trees  hop  in  a  country  dance,  by  the  mere  quavering 
of  his  fiddle-stick  I  Ah  I  had  I  the  power  of  the  former,  how 
soon  would  I  build  up  the  new  City  Hall,*  and  save  the  cash 
and  credit  of  the  Corporation  ;  and  how  much  sooner  would  I 
build  myself  a  snug  house  in  Broadway — nor  would  it  be  the 
first  time  a  house  has  been  obtained  there  for  a  song.  In  my 
opinion,  the  Scotch  bagpi{)e  is  the  only  instrument  that  riTals 
the  ancient  lyre,  and  I  am  surprised  it  should  be  ahnost  the 
only  one  entirely  cxcludtMi  from  our  concerts. 

Talking  of  concerts  reminds  me  of  that  given  a  few  nights 
since  by  Mr.  Wilsox,  at  which  I  had  the  misfortune  of  btnng 
present.  It  was  attendwl  by  a  numerous  company,  and  gave 
great  satisfaction,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge  from  the  frequent 
gapings  of  the  audience  ;  though  I  will  not  risk  my  credit  as  a 
connoisseur  by  saymg  whether  they  proceeded  from  wonder  or  a 
violent  inclination  to  doze.  I  was  delighted  to  find  in  the  mazes 
of  the  crowd  my  particular  friend  'Sbidlikeiis,  who  had  put  on 
his  cognoscenti  phiz — he  being,  according  to  his  own  account,  a 
profound  adept  in  the  science  of  music.  He  can  tell  a  crotchet 
at  first  sight ;  and,  like  a  true  Englishman,  is  delighted  with  the 
plum-pudding  rotundity  of  a  semibref ;  and,  in  short,  boaist^j  of 
having  incontinently  climbed  up  Piiffs  musical  tree,f  which  hangs 
every  day  upon  the  poplar,  from  the  fundamental  concord  to  the 

•  This  edifice,  the  oornor-stone  of  which  was  laid  bv  Maror  Edirard 
Livingston  in  1803,  was  not  finished  till  1812. 

f  An  emhlomutical  device,  suspended  from  a  poplar  in  front  of  the 
•hop  of  Pair,  a  music-seller  in  Broadway. — ParU  E<L 
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foiidAinental  major  discord  ;  and  so  on  from  branch  to  branch, 
until  he  reached  the  very  top,  where  he  sung  *'  Rule  Britannia," 
clapped  his  wings,  and  then— came  down  again.  Like  all  true 
transatlantic  jndges,  he  suffers  most  horribly  at  our  musical 
entertainments,  and  assures  me  that  what  with  the  confounded 
scraping,  and  scratching,  and  grating  of  our  fiddlers,  he  thinks 
the  sitting  oat  one  of  our  concerts  tantamomit  to  the  punishment 
of  that  imfortouate  saint  who  was  frittered  in  two  with  a  hand- 
saw. 

The  concert  was  given  in  the  tea-room  at  the  City  Hotel  ;  an 
apartment  admirably  calculated,  by  its  dingy  walls,  beautifully 
marbled  with  smoke,  to  show  off  the  dresses  and  coni{)lexioiis  of 
the  ladies  ;  and  by  the  flatness  of  its  ceiling  to  rei)ress  those 
impertinent  reverl^erations  of  the  music,  which,  whatever  others 
may  foolishly  assert,  arc,  as  'Sbidlikens  says,  "  no  better  than 
repetitions  of  old  stories." 

Mr.  Wilson  gave  me  infinite  satisfaction  by  the  gentility  of 
his  demeanor,  and  the  rognish  looks  he  now  and  then  cast  at  the 
ladies,  but  we  fear  his  excessive  modesty  threw  him  into  some 
little  confusion,  for  he  absolutely  forgot  himself,  and  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  entrances  and  exits,  never  once  made  his  bow  to  the 
aodience.  On  the  whole,  however,  I  think  he  has  a  fine  voice, 
sings  with  great  taste,  and  is  a  very  modest,  good-looking  little 
man  ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  the  advice  so  often  given  by  the 
illustrious  tenants  of  the  tlieatrical  sky-parlor,  to  the  gentlemen 
who  are  charged  with  the  "  nice  conduct "  of  chairs  and  tables — 
"  make  a  bow,  Johnny — Johnny,  make  a  bow  !" 

I  cannot,  on  this  occasion,  but  express  my  surprise  that  cer- 
tain amateurs  should  be  so  frequently  at  concerts,  considering 
what  agonies  they  suffer  while  a  piece  of  music  is  playing.  I 
defy  any  man  of  common  humanity,  and  who  has  not  the  heart 
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of  a  Choctaw,  to  contemplate  the  conntenance  of  one  of  these 
unhappy  Tictims  of  a  fiddle-stick  without  feeling  a  sentiment  of 
compassion.  His  whole  visage  is  distorted  ;  he  rolls  up  his  eyes, 
.as  M' Sycophant  says,  "like  a  duck  in  thunder,"  and  the  muac 
seems  to  operate  upon  him  like  a  fit  of  the  colic  ;  his  very 
bowels  seem  to  sympathise  at  every  twang  of  the  catgut,  as  if 
he  heard  at  that  moment  the  wailings  of  the  helpless  animal 
that  had  been  sacrificed  to  harmony.  Nor  does  the  hero  of  the 
orchestra  seem  less  affected  ;  as  soon  as  the  signal  is  given,  he 
seizes  his  fiddle-stick,  makes  a  mast  horrible  grimace,  scowls 
fiercely  upon  his  music-book,  as  though  he  would  grin  every 
crotchet  and  quaver  out  of  countenance.  I  have  sometimes 
particularly  noticed  a  hungry-looking  Gaul,  who  torments  a  huge 
bass  viol,  and  who  is  doubtless  the  original  of  the  famous  "  Raw- 
head-and-bloody-bones,"  so  potent  in  frightening  naughty  chil- 
dren. 

The  person  who  played  the  French  horn  was  very  excellent  in 
his  way,  but  'Sbidlikens  could  not  relish  his  performance,  having 
some  time  since  heard  a  gentleman  amateur  in  Gotham  play  a 
solo  on  his  proboscis^  in  a  style  infinitely  superior.  Snout,  the 
bellows-mender,  never  turned  his  wind  instrument  more  musi- 
cally ;  nor  did  the  celebrated  "  knight  of  the  burning  lamp,* 
ever  yield  more  exquisite  entertainment  with  his  nose;  this  gen- 
tleman had  latterly  ceased  to  exhibit  this  prodigious  accom- 
plishment, having,  it  was  whispered,  hired  out  his  snout  to  a 
ferryman,  who  had  lost  his  conchshell; — the  consequence  was 
that  he  did  not  show  his  nose  in  company  so  frequently  as 
before. 
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SITTING  late  the  other  evening  in  my  elbow-chair,  indulg- 
ing in  that  kind  of  indolent  meditation,  wliich  I  cousider 
the  perfection  of  human  bliss,  I  was  aroused  from  my  revery  by 
the  entrance  of  an  old  servant  in  the  Cockix)ft  livery,  who 
handed  me  a  letter,  containing  the  following  address  from  my 
cousin  and  old  cdlege  chum,  Pindar  Cockloft. 

Honest  Andrew,  as  he  delivered  it,  informed  me  that  his 
master,  who  resides  a  little  way  from  town,  on  reading  a  small 
pamphlet  in  a  neat  yellow  cover,'*'  rubbed  his  hands  with  symp- 
toms of  great  satisfaction,  called  for  his  favorite  Chinese  ink- 
stand, with  two  sprawling  Mandarins  for  its  supporters,  and 
wrote  the  letter  which  he  had  the  honor  to  present  me. 

As  I  foresee  my  cousin  will  one  day  become  a  great  favorite 
with  the  public,  and  as  I  know  him  to  be  somewhat  punctilious 
as  it  respects  etiquette,  I  shall  take  this  opportunity  to  gratify 
the  old  gentleman,  by  giving  him  a  proper  introduction  to  the 
fashionable  world.  The  Cockloft  family,  to  which  I  have  the 
comfort  of  being  related,  has  been  fruitful  in  old  bachelors  and 
humorists,  as  will  be  perceived  when  I  come  to  treat  more  of  its 
history.  My  cousin  Pindar  is  one  of  its  most  cons]>icuous  mem- 
bers— he  IS  now  in  his  fifty-eighth  year — is  a  bachelor,  partly 
through  choice,  and  partly  through  chance,  and  an  oddity  of  the 
first  water.  Half  his  life  has  been  employed  ui  writing  odes,  son- 
nets, epigrams,  and  elegies,  which  he  seldom  shows  to  anybody 
but  myself  after  they  are  written ;  and  all  the  old  chests,  drawers 
and  chair-bottoms  in  the  house,  teem  with  his  productions. 

In  his  younger  days  he  figured  as  a  dashing  blade  in  the  great 
world;  and  no  young  fellow  of  the  town  wore  a  longer  pig- tail, 
or  carried  more  buckram  in  his  skirts.     From  sixteen  to  thirty 

*  The  namben  of  Salnu^andi  were  origiDallj  published  in  this  form. 
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he  was  continually  in  love,  and  daring  that  period,  to  use  his 
own  words,  he  be-ecribbled  more  paper  than  would  serve  the 
theatre  for  snow-storms  a  whole  season.  The  evening  of  his 
thirtieth  birth-day,  as  he  sat  by  the  fire-side,  as  much  in  love  as 
ever  was  man  in  this  world,  and  writing  the  name  of  his  mistress 
in  the  ashes,  with  an  old  tongs  that  had  lost  one  of  its  legs,  he 
was  seized  with  a  whim-wham  that  he  was  an  old  fool  to  be  in 
love  at  his  time  of  life.  It  was  ever  one  of  the  Cockloft  charac- 
teristics to  strike  to  whim  :  and  had  Pindar  stood  out  on  this 
occasion  he  would  have  brought  the  reputation  of  his  mother  in 
question.  From  that  time  he  gave  up  all  particular  attentions 
to  the  ladies;  and  though  he  still  loves  their  company,  he  has 
never  been  known  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  common  courtesy  in 
his  intercourse  with  them,  lie  was  the  life  and  ornament  of  our 
family  circle  in  town,  until  the  epoch  of  the  French  Revolution, 
which  sent  so  many  unfortunate  dancing-masters  from  their  coon-' 
try  to  polish  and  enlighten  our  hemisphere.  This  was  a  sad 
time  for  Pindar,  who  had  taken  a  genuine  Cockloft  pnjudice 
against  every  thing  French,  ever  since  he  was  brought  to  death's 
door  by  a  ragout:  he  groaned  at  Oa  Ira,  and  the  Marseilles 
Hymn  hud  much  the  same  effect  upon  him,  that  shar|H'ning  a 
knife  on  a  dry  whetstone  has  upon  some  people — it  set  his  teeth 
chattering.  He  might  in  time  have  been  reconciled  to  these 
rubs,  had  not  the  introiluction  of  French  cockades  on  the  hats 
of  our  citizens  absolutelv  thrown  him  into  a  fever.  The  first 
time  he  saw  an  instance  of  this  kind,  he  came  home  with  great, 
precipitation,  packed  up  his  trunk,  his  old-fashionini  writingniesk. 
and  his  Chinese  ink-stand,  and  made  a  kind  of  growling  retreat 
to  Cockloft-Hall,*  where  he  has  resided  ever  since. 

*  Cockloft-HftU  had  its  origin  in  a  farorite  resort  of  Inring  and  hii 
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My  comni  I^ndar  is  of  a  mercnriol  disposition — a  hnmorist 
withoat  31-iiatare— he  is  of  the  true  ganpowder  temper;  one  flash, 
and  all  is  over.  It  is  true  when  the  wind  is  easterly,  or  the 
'  goat  gives  him  a  gentle  twinge,  or  he  hoars  of  any  new  successes 
of  the  French,  he  will  become  a  little  splenetic  ;  and  heaven 
help  the  man,  and  more  particularly  the  woman,  that  crosses  his 
humor  at  that  moment — she  is  sure  to  riH^eive  no  quarter.  These 
are  the  most  sublime  moments  of  Pindar.  I  swear  to  you,  dear 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  would  not  lose  one  of  these  splenetic 
bursts  for  the  best  wig  in  my  wardrobe;  even  though  it  were 
proved  to  be  the  identical  wig  worn  by  the  sage  Liukum  Fide- 
lius,  when  he  demonstrated  before  the  whole  University  of  Ley- 
den,  that  it  was  possible  to  make  bricks  without  straw.  I  have 
seen  the  old  gentleman  blaze  forth  such  a  volcanic  explosion  of 
irit,  ridicule  and  satire,  that  I  was  almost  tempted  to  believe 
lum  inspired.  But  these  sallies  only  lasted  for  a  moment,  and 
passed  like  summer  clouds  over  the  benevolent  sunshine  which 
ever  warmed  his  heart  and  lighted  up  his  countenance. 

"nme,  though  it  has  dealt  roughly  with  his  person,  has  passed 
lightly  over  the  graces  of  his  mind,  and  left  him  in  full  posses- 

companioni,  in  an  old  country  hoaso,  once  the  rcBideDce  of  the  Kembles, 

«n  the  Paanic,  near  Newark.  It  was  then  known,  Rajs  the  writer  of  a  plea- 

■ant  remiiuflcence  in  the  Newark  Advertiser,  as  tbe  **  Gouverneur  Place,** 

from  which  family  it  had  descended  to  Mr.  Gouvcrneur  Kemble ;  but 

V  daring  most  of  the  time  referred  to  it  was  not  inhabited  by  the  family, 

bnt  was  in  charge  of  a  respectable  couple,  who  kept  it  in  order,  and  acted 

as  host  and  hostess  to  Irving,  Paulding,  and  the  three  or  four  others, 

constituting  their  coterie.'*     Mr.  Irving,  in  a  letter  to  the  New  Jersey 

Historical  Society,  referring  to  these  visits,  remarked,  "With  Newark  are 

associated  in  my  mind  many  pleasant  recollections  of  early  da^«^  %x)A  ^1 

wdal  meetlngi  at  an  old  mansion  on  the  banks  of  iki«  PttaBa^^r 
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don  of  all  the  sensilHlities  of  jonth.  His  eye  iuuiu&  ^  ^^  ^ 
relation  of  a  noble  and  generoos  action,  his  heart  melts  at  the 
story  of  distress,  and  he  is  still  a  warm  admirer  of  tlie  lair. 
Like  all  old  bachelors,  however,  he  looks  back  with  a  fond  ai^ 
lingering  eye  on  the  period  of  his  boyhood;  and  would  sooner 
suffer  the  pangs  of  matrimony  than  acknowledge  that  the  world, 
or  anything  in  it,  is  half  so  cleyer  as  it  was  in  those  good  old 
times  that  are  "  gone  by." 

I  believe  I  have  already  mentioned,  that  with  all  his  good 
qualities  he  is  a  humorist,  and  a  humorist  of  the  highest  order. 
He  has  some  of  the  most  intolerable  whim-whams  I  ever  met 
with  in  my  life,  and  his  oddities  are  sufficient  to  eke  out  a  hun- 
dred tolerable  originals.  But  I  will  not  enlarge  on  them — 
enough  has  been  told  to  excite  a  desire  to  know  more;  and  I 
am  much  mistaken  if,  in  the  course  of  half  a  dozen  of  our  num-. 
bers,  he  don't  tickle,  plague,  please,  and  perplex  the  whole  town, 
and  completely  establish  his  claim  to  thi)  laureateship  he  has 
solicited,  and  with  which  we  hereby  invest  him,  recommending 
him  and  his  effusions  to  public  reverence  and  respect. 

Launcelot  Ljlhgstafp. 


•  •• 
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TO  LAUNCELOT  LANGSTAFF,  ESQ. 
EAR  LAXJNCB, 


As  I  find  you  have  taken  the  quil!. 
To  put  our  gay  town  and  its  fair  under  drill, 
I  offer  my  hopes  for  success  to  your  cause, 
And  send  you  unvamish'd  my  mite  of  applause. 
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Ah,  Laance,  this  poor  town  has  been  woefully  fash'd; 
Has  long  been  be-Frenchman'd,  be-cocknej'd,  betrash'd, 
And  oar  ladies  be^eviPd  bewilder'd  astray, 
From  the  roles  of  their  grandames  have  wandered  away. 
No  longer  that  modest  demeanor  we  meet, 
Which  whilom  the  eyes  of  onr  fathers  did  greet; 
No  longer  be^nobbled,  be-mffled,  be-qnilled, 
Be-powder'd,  be-hooded,  be-patch'd  and  be-friU'd. 
No  longer  our  fair  ones  their  grograms  display, 
And  stiff  in  brocade,  strut  **  like  castles  "  away. 

Oh,  how  fondly  my  soul  forms  departed  have  traced, 
When  our  ladies  in  stays,  and  in  bodice  well  laced. 
When  bishop'd,  and  cushion'd,  and  hooped  to  the  chin, 
Well  calash'd  without,  and  well  bolstered  within; 
All  cased  in  their  buckrams,  from  crown  down  to  tail. 
Like  O'Brallaghan's  mistress,  were  shaped  like  a  pail. 

Well — ^peace  to  those  fashions — the  joy  of  our  eyes — 
Tempora  mutantur,  new  follies  will  rise; 
Yet,  "  like  joys  that  are  past,"  they  still  crowd  on  the  mind, 
In  moments  of  thought,  as  the  soul  looks  behind. 

Sweet  days  of  our  boyhood,  gone  by,  my  dear  Launce, 
Like  the  shadows  of  night,  or  the  forms  in  a  trance; 
Yet  oft  we  retrace  those  bright  visions  again, 
Nos  mutamur,  tis  true — ^but  those  visions  remain. 
I  recall  with  delight,  how  my  bosom  would  creep. 
When  some  delicate  foot  from  its  chamber  would  peep; 
And  when  I  a  neat  stocking'd  ankle  could  spy, 
By  the  sages  of  old  I  was  rapt  to  the  sky  I 
All  then  was  retiring,  was  modest,  discreet; 
The  beauties,  all  shrouded,  were  left  to  conceit — 
To  the  visions  which  fancy  would  form  in  her  ej% 
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Of  graces  that  snng  in  soft  ambush  would  lie  ; 

And  the  heart,  like  the  poets,  in  thought  would  pursue 

The  elysium  of  bliss  which  was  veiled  from  its  view. 

We  are  old-fashion'd  fellows,  our  nieces  will  say: 
Old-fashioned,  indeed,  coz — and  swear  it  they  may — 
For  I  freely  confess  that  it  yields  me  no  pride, 
To  see  them  all  blaze  what  their  mothers  would  hide: 
To  see  them,  all  shivering,  some  cold  winter's  day, 
So  lavish  their  beauties  and  graces  display, 
And  give  to  each  fopling  that  offers  his  hand, 
Like  Moses  from  Pisgah — a  peep  at  the  land. 

But  a  truce  with  complaining — the  object  in  view 
Is  to  offer  my  help  in  the  work  you  pursue; 
And  as  your  effusions  and  labors  sublime, 
May  need,  now  and  then,  a  few  touches  of  rhyme, 
I  humbly  solicit,  as  cousin  and  friend, 
A  quiddity,  quirk,  or  remonstrance  to  send: 
Or  should  you  a  laureate  want  in  your  plan, 
By  the  muff  of  my  grandmother,  I  am  your  maul 
You  must  know  I  have  got  a  poetical  mill. 
Which  with  odd  lines,  and  couplets,  and  triplets  I  fill  ; 
And  a  poem  I  grind,  as  from  rags  white  and  blue 
The  paper-mill  yields  you  a  sheet  fair  and  new. 
I  can  grind  down  an  ode,  or  an  epic  that's  long, 
Into  sonnet,  acrostic,  conundrum,  or  song  : 
As  to  dull  hudibrastic,  so  boasted  of  late, 
The  doggrel  discharge  of  some  muddle-brain'd  pate, 
I  can  grind  it  by  wholesale — and  give  it  its  ]K)int, 
With  billingsgate  dished  up  in  rhymes  out  of  joint. 

I  have  read  all  the  poets — and  got  them  by  heart, 
Can  sUt  them,  and  twist  them,  and  take  them  apart ; 
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Can  cook  np  an  ode  out  of  patches  and  shreds. 
To  muddle  mj  readers,  and  bother  their  heads. 
Old  Homer,  and  Virgil,  and  Ovid  I  scan, 
Anacreon,  and  Sappho,  who  changed  to  a  swan ; — 
Iambics  and  sapphics  I  grind  at  mj  will, 
And  with  duties  of  love  every  noddle  can  fill. 

Oh,  'twould  do  jour  heart  good,  Launce,  to  see  m j  mill  grind 
Old  stuff  into  verses,  and  poems  refin'd  : — 
Dan  Spenser,  Dan  Chaucer,  those  poets  of  old. 
Though  covered  with  dust,  are  yet  true  sterling  gold ; 
I  can  grind  off  their  tarnish,  and  bring  them  to  view, 
l^ew  modelled,  new  mill'd  and  improved  in  their  hue. 

But  I  promise  no  more — only  give  me  the  place 
And  111  warrant  I'll  fill  it  with  credit  and  grace  ; 
By  the  living  I  IMl  figure  and  cut  you  a  dash 
•—As  bold  as  Will  Wizard,  or  'Sbiduken^flash  I 

Pindar  Cockloft. 


•  •• 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

PERHAPS  the  most  fruitful  source  of  mortification  to  f) 
merry  writer,  who,  for  the  amusement  of  himself  and  the 
public,  employs  his  leisure  in  sketching  odd  characters  from 
imagination,  is  that  he  cannot  flourish  his  pen  but  every  Jack- 
pudding  imagines  it  is  pointed  directly  at  himself ;  he  cannot,  iq 
his  gambols,  throw  a  fooPs  cap  among  the  crowd,  but  every  queer 
fellow  insists  upon  putting  it  on  his  own  head — or  chalk  an  out- 
landish figure,  but  every  outlandish  genius  is  eager  to  write  his 
own  name  nnder  it.  However  we  may  be  mortified,  that  these  men 
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should  each  individDaTlj  think  himself  of  saffltfirnt  conseqn^nc 
to  eiij^ge  our  attention,  we  should  uot  care  a  rush  about  it,  if  thcl 
did  uot  get  into  a  passion,  and  complain  of  having  been  i]l  use 

It   is  not  in  our  hearts  to  hurt  the  feeh'ngs  of  one  t 
mortnJ,  by  holding  him  up  to  public  ridicule  ;  and  if  it  were,  i 
lay  it  dowD  at)  one  of  our  indisputable  facts,  that  no  man  c 
mode  ridiculous  but  by  his  own  folly.    As  however  wo  are  awai 
that  when  a  man  by  chitneo  gels  u  thwack  in  the  crowd,  he  if 
to  suppose  tbe  blow  was  intended  excluairely  for  himself,  and  so  fa 
into  unreasonable  anger,  wo  have  determined  to  let  these  c 
gentry  know  what  kind  of  satisfuction  they  arc  to  expect  f 
us.   We  are  resolved  not  to  fight,  for  three  Rpccinl  reasons  :  firat^  I 
because  lighting  is  at  all  events  extremely  tronbtcsome  andiucoo-J 
TCnieut,  particularly  at  this  season  of  the  year  ;  second,  bccam 
if  either  of  us  should  hap|>cn  to  be  killed,  it  would  be  a  great  lot 
to  the  public,  and  rob  tbem  of  many  a  good  laugh  we  have  {| 
store  for  their  amusement ;  and  third,  because  if  we  should  cbanCA  ^ 
to  kill  our  adversary,  as  is  most  likely,  for  we  can  every  one  of  j 
us  Rplit  balls  upon  razors  and  snuDf  candles,  it  would  Ite  a  Itws  to 
our  publisher,  by  depriving  him  of  a  good  castomer.     If  any 
gentleman  casuist  will  give  three  as  good  reasons  for  fightiug,  WO 
promise  him  a  complete  set  of  Salranguutli  for  nothing. 

But  tliODgh  we  do  not  fight  in  our  own  proper  persons,  letj 
not  be  supposed  that  we  will  not  give  ample  satisfaction  to  t 
those  who  may  choose  to  demand  it — for  this  would  be  a  n 
of  the  first  magnitude,  and  lead  very  valiant  gentlemen  perhi 
into  what  is  culled  a  quandary.   It  would  be  a  thousand  and  on 
pities,  that  any  honest  man,  after  taking  to  himself  the  rap  a 
bells  which  we  merely  offered  to  his  ncce[)tance,  should  not  lur 
the  privilege  of  being  cudgelled  into  the  bargain.    We  pride  ■ 
selves  upon  giving  satisfaction  in  every  department  of  oar  paperS 
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and  to  fill  that  of  fighting,  have  engaged  two  of  those  strapping 
heroes  of  the  theatre,  who  fignre  in  the  retinues  of  onr  ginger- 
bread kings  and  queens  ;  now  hurry  an  old  staff  petticoat  on 
their  backs,  and  stmt  senators  of  Rome,  or  aldermen  of  London  ; 
and  now  be-wlusker  their  muffin  faces  with  burnt  cork,  and 
swagger  right  valiant  warriors,  armed  cap-a-pie,  in  buckram. 
Should  therefore  anj  great  little  man  about  town  take  offence  at 
our  good-natured  yillainj,  though  we  intend  to  offend  nobody 
under  heaven,  he  will  please  to  apply  at  any  hour  after  twelve 
o'clock  as  our  champions  will  then  be  off  duty  at  the  theatre  and 
ready  for  anything.  They  have  promised  to  fight  ''with  or 
without  balls :"  to  give  two  tweaks  of  the  nose  for  one  ;  to  sub- 
mit to  be  kicked,  and  to  cudgel  their  applicant  most  heartily  in 
return  ;  this  being  what  wo  understand  by  **  the  satisfaction  of  a 
genti^nan.^ 


TABCETIES   OP  BTRANOEBB. 


r-CHAIB. 


AS  I  driig'ht  ID  <I  and  ecMotrlc,  and  would 

at  anj  time  f  n-  a  new  idea,  I  am  partini- 

lirly  ftttentire  to  Ih  nTcrsation  of  dtranpcrs,  and 

Bcarcely  e^er  a  traveller  enters  tliis  city,  whose  appearance  pro- 
mises anything  original,  Ijut  bj-  some  means  or  another  I  form 
an  acquaintance  with  him.  I  miL=;t  confess  I  often  sufTer  mani- 
fold afflictions  from  the  intimacies  thns  contracted:  my  curiosity 
is  frequently  punished  hy  the  stupid  details  of  a  blockhead,  or 
the  shallow  verliosity  of  a  coxeonih.  Now  I  would  prefer  at 
any  time  to  travel  with  an  ox-team  ttirongh  a  Caroliiia  sand-flat, 
rather  than  ploil  tlirough  a  heavy  unmeaning  conversation  with 
the  former;  and  as  to  the  latter,  I  would  sooner  hold  sweet  con- 
Terse  with  the  wheel  of  a  kTiife^'rinder  tlian  cndnre  his  monoto- 
nous chattering.  In  fact,  (he  strunf^ers  who  flock  to  this  most 
pleasant  of  all  earthly  cities,  arc  generally  mere  birds  of  pa-ssage 
whose  pinmnge  is  often  gay  enough,  I  own,  but  their  notes, 
"  heaven  save  the  mark,"  are  a.s  uniunsical  as  those  of  that  chissic 
night  bird  which  the  aiicients  humorously  selected  as  the  emblem 
of  wisdom.  Those  from  the  South,  it  is  true,  entertain  me  with 
their  horses,  equipages,  and  puns;  and  it  is  escessively  pleasant 
to  hear  a  couple  of  these  f"ur-in-/w  nd  gentlemen  detail  their 
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exfdoits  over  a  bottle.    Those  from  the  East,  have  often  mdncod 
me  to  doabt  the  existence  of  the  wise  men  of  yore,  who  are  said 
to  have  flourished  in  that  quarter;  and  as  for  those  from  parts 
beyond  seas — oh  I  my  masters,  ye  shall  hear  more  from  me  anon. 
Heaven  help  this  unhappy  town  I — hath  it  not  goslings  enow  of 
its  own  hatching  and  rearing,  that  it  must  be  overwhelmed  by  '^ 
such  an  inundation  of  ganders  from  other  climes  ?    I  would  not 
have  any  of  my  courteous  and  gentle  readers  sup{K)8e  that  I  am 
running  a  muck,  full  tilt,  cut  and  slash,  upon  all  foreigners  indis- 
criminately.    I  have  no  national  antipathies,  though  related  to 
the  Cockloft  family.     As  to  honest  John  Bull,  I  shake  him 
heartily  by  the  hand,  assuring  him  that  I  love  his  jolly  counte- 
nance, and,  moreover,  am  lineally  descended  from  him;  in  proof 
of  which  I  allege  my  invincible  predilection  for  roast  beef  and 
pudding.    I  therefore  look  upon  all  his  children  as  my  kinsmen; 
and  I  beg,  when  I  tickle  a  cockney,  I  may  not  be  understood  as 
trimming  an  Englishman;  they  being  very  distinct  animals,  as  I 
shall  clearly  demonstrate  in  a  future  number.     If  any  one  wishes 
to  know  my  opinion  of  the  IrLsh  and  Scotch,  he  may  find  it  in 
the  characters  of  those  two  nations,  drawn  by  the  first  advocate 
of  the  age.     But  the  French,  I  must  confess,  are  my  favorites; 
and  I  have  taken  more  pains  to  argue  my  cousin  Pindar  out  of 
his  antipathy  to  them,  than  I  ever  did  about  any  other  thing. 
When,  therefore,  I  choose  to  hunt  a  Monsieur  for  my  own  par- 
ticular amusement,  I  beg  it  may  not  be  asserted  that  I  intend 
him  as  a  representative  of  his  countrymen  at  large.     Far  from 
this — I  love  the  nation,  as  being  a  nation  of  right  merry  fol- 
lows, possessing  the  true  secret  of  being  happy;  which  is  nothing 
more  than  thinking  of  nothing,  talking  about  anything,  and 
laughing  at  everything.     I  mean  only  to  tune  up  those  little 
thingimys,  who  represent  nobwly  but  themselves;  who  have  no 
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national  trait  about  them  but  their  langnage,  and  who  hop  aboat 
our  town  in  swanns,  like  little  toads  after  a  shower. 

Among  the  few  strang^ers  whose  acquaintance  has  entertained 
me,  I  particularly  rank  the  magnanimous  Mustapha  Rub-a-dub 
Keu  Khan,  a  most  illustrious  captain  of  a  ketch,  who  figured, 
some  time  since,  in  our  fashionable  circles,  at  the  head  of  a  rag- 
ged regiment  of  Tripolitan  prisoners.*  His  conversation  was  to 
me  a  perpetual  feast;  I  chuckled  with  inward  pleasure  at  his 
whimsical  mistakes  and  unaffected  observations  on  men  and  man- 
ners, and  I  rolled  each  odd  conceit  **  hke  a  sweet  morsel  under 
my  tongue." 

Whether  Mustapha  was  captivated  by  my  iron-bound  physi- 
ognomy, or  flattered  by  the  attentH)ns  which  I  paid  him,  I  won't 
determine;  but  I  so  far  gained  his  confidence,  that,  at  his  depart- 
ure, he  presented  me  with  a  bundle  of  papers,  containing,  among 
other  articles,  several  copies  of  letters,  which  he  had  written  to 
his  friends  at  IVipoIi.  The  following  is  a  translation  of  one  of 
them.  The  original  is  in  Arabic-Greek;  but  by  the  assistance 
of  Will  Wizard,  who  understands  all  languages,  not  excepting 
that  manufactured  bv  Psalmanazar,  I  have  been  enabled  to 
accomplish  a  tolerable  translation.  We  should  have  found  little 
difficulty  in  rendering  it  into  Engrlish,  had  it  not  been  for  Mns- 
tapha's  confounded  pot-hooks  and  trammels. 

*  Sevcrml  TripoliUn  prisoners  taken  br  an  American  squadron,  in  an 
action  off  Tripoli,  were  brought  to  New  York ;  where  tbev  lived  at  large, 
objects  of  the  curia<titT  and  hospitalitj  of  the  inhabitants,  until  an  oppor- 
tunity presented  to  restore  them  to  their  own  conntrj. — Parit  Ed, 
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LETTER  FROM  MU8TAPHA  RUB-A-DUB  KELI  KHAN, 

OAPTUH  or  A  KBTOH,   TO  A8BM  HAOCIISM,  PBINCIPAL  SLAYB-DBIYSB 
TO  HIS  HIGHNESS  THE  BASHAW   OF  TRIPOLI. 

THOU  wilt  learn  from  this  letter,  most  illastrious  disciple  of 
Mahomet,  that  I  have  for  some  time  resided  in  New  York; 
the  most  polished,  vast,  and  magnificent  citj  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  Bat  what  to  me  are  its  delights  I  I  wander  a  cap- 
tive through  its  splendid  streets,  I  turn  a  heavy  eye  on  every 
rising  day  that  beholds  me  banished  from  my  country.  Tlie 
Christian  hnsbands  here  lament  most  bitterly  any  short  absence 
from  home,  though  they  leave  but  one  wife  behind  to  lament 
thdr  departure;  what  then  must  be  the  feelings  of  thy  unhappy 
kmsman,  while  thus  lingering  at  an  immeasurable  distance  from 
three^nd-twenty  of  the  most  lovely  and  obedient  wives  in  all 
Tripoli  I  Oh,  Allah  I  shall  thy  servant  never  again  return  to 
his  native  land,  nor  behold  his  beloved  wives,  who  beam  on  his 
memory  beautiful  as  the  rosy  mom  of  the  east,  and  graceful  as 
Mahomet's  camel  I 

Yet  beautiful,  oh,  most  puissant  slave-driver,  as  are  my  wives, 
they  are  far  exceeded  by  the  women  of  this  country.  Even 
those  who  run  about  the  streets  with  bare  arms  and  necks 
(e^  ceUra),  whose  habiliments  are  too  scanty  to  protect  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons,  or  the  scrutinizing  glances 
of  the  curious,  and  who  it  would  seem  belong  to  nobody,  are 
lovely  as  the  houris  that  people  the  elysium  of  true  believers. 
If  th€n,  such  as  run  wild  in  the  highways,  and  whom  no  one 
cares  to  appropriate,  are  thus  beauteous,  what  must  be  the 
charms  of  those  who  are  shut  up  in  the  seraglios,  and  never  per- 
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mittcd  to  go  abroad  I  sorely  the  region  of  beauty,  the  valley  of 
the  graces,  can  contain  nothing  so  inimitably  fair  I 

But,  notwithstanding  the  charms  of  these  infidel  women,  they 
are  apt  to  have  one  fault,  which  is  extremely  troublesome  and 
inconvenient.  Wouldst  thou  believe  it,  Asem,  I  have  been 
positively  assured  by  a  famous  dervise,  or  doctor,  as  he  is  here 
called,  that  at  least  one-fifth  part  of  them — have  souls  I  Incredi- 
ble as  it  may  seem  to  thee,  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  believe 
them  in  possession  of  this  monstrous  superfluity,  from  my  own 
little  experience,  and  from  the  information  which  I  have  derived 
from  others.  In  walking  the  streets  I  have  actually  seen  an 
exceedingly  good-looking  woman,  with  soul  enough  to  box  her 
husband's  ears  to  his  heart's  content,  and  my  very  whiskers 
trembled  with  indignation  at  the  abject  state  of  these  wretched 
infidels.  I  am  told,  moreover,  that  some  of  the  women  have 
soul  enough  to  usurp  the  breeches  of  the  men,  but  these  I  sup- 
pose are  married  and  kept  close  ;  for  I  have  not,  in  my  rambles, 
met  with  any  so  extravagantly  accoutred :  others,  I  am 
informed,  have  soul  enough  to  swear  ! — yea  I  by  the  beard  of 
the  great  Omar,  who  prayed  three  times  to  each  of  the  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  thousand  prophets  of  our  most  holy  faith, 
and  who  never  swore  but  once  hi  his  life — they  actually 
swear  I 

Get  thee  to  the  mosque,  good  Asem  I  return  thanks  to  our 
most  holy  prophet,  that  he  has  been  thus  mhidful  of  the  comfort 
of  all  true  Mussulmans,  and  has  given  them  wives  with  no  more 
souls  than  cats  and  dogs,  and  other  necessary  animals  of  the 
household. 

Thou  wilt  doubtless  be  anxious  to  learn  our  reception  in  this 
country,  and  how  we  were  treated  by  a  people  whom  we  have 
been  accustomed  to  consider  as  unenlightened  barbarians. 


HHP 
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On  landing  we  were  waited  npon  to  onr  lodgings,  I  suppose 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  municipality,  by  a  vast  and 
respectable  escort  of  boys  and  negroes,  who  shouted  and  threw 
ap  their  hats,  doubtless  to  do  honor  to  the  magnanimous 
Mostapha,  captain  of  a  ket^h  ;  they  were,  somewhat  ragged 
and  dirty  in  their  equipments,  but  this  we  attributed  to  their 
repablican  simplicity.     One  of  them,  in  the  zeal  of  admira. 
tion,   threw   an  old  shoe,  which  gave  thy  friend  rather  an 
ongentle  salutation  on  one  side  of  the  head,  whereat  I  was 
not  a  little  offended,  until  the  interpreter  informed  us  that 
this  was  the  customary  manner  in  which  great  men  were  hon- 
ored in  this  country ;  and  that  the  more  distinguished  they 
were,  the  more  they  were  subjected  to  the  attacks  and  pelt- 
ings  of  the  mob.     Upon  this  I  bowed  my  head  three  timesi 
with  my  hands  to  my  turban,  and  made  a  speech  in  Arabic- 
Oreek,  which  gave  great  satisfaction,  and  occasioned  a  shower 
of  old  shoes,  hats,  and  so  forth,  that  was  exceedingly  refreshing 
tons  alL 

Thou  wilt  not  as  yet  expect  that  I  should  give  thee  an  account 
of  the  laws  and  politics  of  this  country.  I  will  reserve  them  for 
some  future  letter,  when  I  shall  be  more  experienced  in  their 
complicated  and  seemingly  contradictory  nature. 

This  empire  is  governed  by  a  grand  and  mast  puissant  bashaw, 
whom  they  dignify  with  the  title  of  president.  He  is  chosen  by 
persons,  who  are  chosen  by  an  assembly,  elected  by  the  people — 
hence  the  mob  is  called  the  sovereign  people — and  the  country, 
free  ;  the  body  politic  doubtless  resembling  a  vessel,  which  is 
best  governed  by  its  tail.  The  present  bashaw  is  a  very  plain 
old  gentleman — something  they  say  of  a  humorist,  as  he  amuses 
himself  with  impaling  butterflies  and  pickling  tadpoles  ;  he  is 
rather  declining  in  popularity,  having  given  great  offence  by 
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wearing  red  breeches  and  tying  his  horse  to  a  post.*  The  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  have  assored  me  that  they  theoiselTei 
are  the  most  enlightened  nation  under  the  sun  ;  but  thon  know- 
est  that  the  barbarians  of  the  desert,  who  assemble  at  the  som- 
mer  solstice,  to  shoot  their  arrows  at  that  glorious  luminary,  in 
order  to  extinguish  his  burning  rays,  make  precisely  the  same 
boast — ^which  of  them  have  the  superior  claim,  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  decide. 

I  have  observed,  with  some  degree  of  surprise,  that  the  men 
of  this  country  do  not  seem  in  haste  to  accommodate  themselves 
even  with  the  single  wife  which  alone  the  laws  permit  them  to 
marry  ;  this  backwardness  is  probably  owing  to  the  misfortune 
of  their  absolutely  haviug  no  female  mutes  among  them.  Thou 
knowest  how  valuable  are  these  silent  companions — ^what  a  price 
is  given  for  them  iu  the  East,  and  what  entertaining  wives  they 
make.  What  delightful  entertainment  arises  from  beholding  the 
silent  eloquence  of  their  sighs  and  gestures  ;  but  a  wife  possessed 
both  of  a  tongue  and  a  soul — monstrous  !  monstrous !  is  it 
astonishing  that  these  unhappy  infidels  should  shrink  from  a  union 
with  a  woman  so  preposterously  endowed  ! 

Thou  hast  doubtless  read  in  the  works  of  Abul  Faraj,  tlie 
Arabian  historian,  the  tradition  wliieh  mentions  that  the  muses 

"  This  is  another  allusion  to  the  primitive  habits  of  Mr.  JefTerson,  who, 
even  while  the  first  magistrate  of  the  Republic,  and  on  occasions  when  a 
little  of  the  *'  pomp  and  circumstance "  of  office  would  not  have  been 
incompatible  with  that  situation,  was  accustomed  to  dress  in  the  plainest 
garb,  and  when  on  horseback  to  be  without  an  attendant ;  so  that  it  not 
unfrequently  happened  that  he  might  be  seen,  when  the  business  of  the 
Rtate  required  his  personal  presence,  riding  up  alone  to  the  govemmenk 
house  at  Washington,  and  having  tied  his  steed  to  the  nearest  post,  pro- 
ceed to  transact  the  important  business  of  the  nation. — Paris  Ed, 
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were  once  npon  the  point  of  falling  together  by  the  ears  about 
the  admission  of  a  tenth  among  their  number,  until  she  assured 
them,  by  signs,  that  she  was  dumb  ;  whereupon  they  received 
her  with  great  r^oicing.  I  should,  perhaps,  inform  thee  that 
there  are  but  nine  Christian  muses,  who  were  formerly  pagans, 
bat  hare  since  been  converted,  and  that  in  this  country  we  never 
hear  of  a  tenth,  nnless  some  crazy  poet  wishes  to  pay  a  hyper- 
botical  comphment  to  his  mistress  ;  on  which  occasion  it  goes 
hard,  but  she  figures  as  a  tenth  muse,  or  fourth  grace,  even 
though  she  should  be  more  illiterate  than  a  Hottentot,  and 
more  migraceful  than  a  dancing  bear  1  Since  my  arrival  in  this 
country,  I  have  met  with  not  less  than  a  hundred  of  these 
supernumerary  muses  and  graces — and  may  Allah  preserve  me 
from  ever  meeting  with  any  more  1 

When  I  have  studied  this  people  more  profoundly,  I  will 
write  thee  again  :  in  the  mean  time  watch  over  my  household, 
and  do  not  beat  my  beloved  wives  unless  you  catch  them  with 
their  noses  out  at  the  window.  Though  far  distant,  and  a  slave, 
let  me  live  in  thy  heart  as  thou  livest  in  mine  ;  think  not,  oh, 
friend  of  my  soul,  that  the  splendors  of  this  luxurious  capital, 
its  gorgeous  palaces,  its  stupendous  mosques,  and  the  beautiful 
females  who  run  wild  in  herds  about  its  streets,  can  obliterate 
thee  from  my  remembrance.  Thy  name  shall  still  be  mentioned 
in  the  five-and-twenty  prayers  which  I  offer  up  daily ;  and  may 
our  great  prophet,  after  bestowing  on  thee  all  the  blessings  of 
this  life,  at  length,  in  good  old  age,  lead  thee  gently  by  the  hand, 
to  enjoy  the  dignity  of  bashaw  of  three  tails  in  the  blissful 
bowers  of  Eden. 

MUSTAPHA. 


3* 
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FASHIONS. 


BT  ANTHOXT  BYKSOBEEX,  OBNT. 


7%e  following  ariicle  is  furnished  me  6y  a  young  ladjf  of  unquettionahU 
taste^  and  who  is  the  orticle  of  fashion  aud  frippery.  Being  deeply 
initiated  into  all  the  mysteries  of  the  toilet^  she  has  promised  me^  fnm 
Hme  to  timty  a  similar  detail, 

MRS.  TOOLE  has  for  some  time  reigned  onrivaUed  in  the 
fashionable  world,  and  had  the  supreme  direction  of  ci^ 
bonnets,  feathers,  flowers,  and  tinsel.  She  has  dressed  and 
undressed  onr  ladies  just  as  she  pleased  ;  now  loading  them 
with  velvet  and  wadding,  now  turning  them  adrift  upon  the 
world   to  run  shivering  through  the  streets  with  scarcelj  a 

covering  to  their backs  ;  and  now  obliging  them  to  drag  a 

long  train  at  their  heels,  like  the  tail  of  a  paper  kite.  Her 
despotic  sway,  however,  threatens  to  be  limited.  A  dangerous 
rival  has  sprung  up  in  the  person  of  Madame  Bouchard,  an 
intrepid  Uttle  woman,  fresh  from  the  head-quarters  of  fashion 
and  folly,  and  who  has  burst  like  a  swond  Bonaparte  upon  the 
fashionable  world.  Mrs.  Toole,  notwithstanding,  seouis  deter- 
mined to  dispute  her  ground  bravely  for  the  honor  of  old 
England.  Tiie  ladies  have  begun  to  arrange  themselves  under 
the  banner  of  one  or  other  of  these  heroines  of  the  needle,  and 
everything  jwrtends  open  war.  Madame  Bouchard  marches 
gallantly  to  the  field,  flourishing  a  flaming  red  robe  for  a 
standard,  **  flouting  the  skies  ;"  and  Mrs.  Toole,  no  wise 
dismayed,  sallies  out  under  cover  of  a  forest  of  artificial  flowers, 
like  Malcolm's  host.  Both  parties  ]^K)ssess  great  merit,  and  both 
deserve   the   victory.     Mrs.   TjooIc   charges    the   liigliest,  bit 
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Madame  Bouchard  makes  the  lowest  courtesy.  Madame 
Bouchard  is  a  little  short  lady — nor  is  there  any  hope  of  her 
growing  larger  ;  but  then  she  is  perfectly  genteel,  and  so  is  Mrs. 
Toole.  Mrs.  Toole  lives  in  Broadway,  and  Madame  Bouchard 
in  (Toortlandt  street ;  but  Madame  atones  for  the  inferiority  of . 
her  stand  by  making  two  courtesies  to  Mrs.  Toole's  one,  and 
talking  French  like  an  angel.  Mrs.  Toole  is  the  best  looking, 
bat  Madame  Bouchard  wears  a  most  bewitching  little  scrubby 
wig.  Mrs.  Toole  is  the  tallest,  but  Madame  Bouchard  has  the 
kmgeet  noee.  Mrs.  Toole  is  fond  of  roast  beef,  but  Madame 
Boncbard  is  loyal  in  her  adherence  to  onions  ;  in  short,  so  equally 
are  the  merits  of  the  two  ladies  balanced,  that  there  is  no  judging 
wbidi  win  "  kick  the  beam."  It  however  seems  to  be  the  prevail- 
ing opiiiion  that  Madame  Bouchard  will  carry  the  day,  because  she 
wears  a  wig,  has  a  long  nose,  talks  French,  loves  onions,  and  does 
not  diarge  above  ten  times  as  much  for  a  thing  as  it  is  worth. 


Undtr  the  direeHon  of  thene  high  prienteJutes  of  the  beaw-mondey   the 
f Morning  i$  the  fathionable  morning  dreaa  for  walking 

If  the  weather  be  very  cold,  a  thin  muslin  gowu  or  frock  is 
most  advisable,  because  it  agrees  with  the  season,  being 
perfectly  cool.  The  neck,  arms,  and  particularly  the  elbows 
Wre,  in  order  that  they  may  be  agreeably  painted  and  mottled 
^  Mr.  John  Frost,  nose-painter-general,  of  the  color  of 
Castile  soap.  Shoes  of  kid,  the  thinnest  that  can  possibly  be 
procured — as  they  tend  to  promote  colds,  and  make  a  lady  look 
interesting — (i.  e.  grizzly).  Picnic  silk  stockings,  with  lace 
clocks,  flesh-colored  are  most  fashionable,  as  they  have  the 
H'PCttance  of  bare  legs — nudity  being  all  the  rage.    The  stock- 
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ings  carelessly  bespattered  with  mad,  to  agree  with  the  gown, 
which  should  be  bordered  aboat  three  inches  deep  with  the  most 
fashionable  colored  mud  that  can  be  found  ;  the  ladies  permitted 
to  hold  up  their  trains,  after  they  have  swept  two  or  three 
:  streets,  in  order  to  show — r-the  clocks  of  their  stockings.  The 
shawl  scarlet,  crimson,  flame,  orange,  salmon,  or  any  othtf 
combustible  or  brimstone  color,  thrown  over  one  shoulder,  like 
an  Indian  blanket,  with  one  end  dragging  on  the  ground. 

N,  B,  If  the  ladies  have  not  a  red  shawl  at  hand,  a  red  pet- 
ticoat, turned  topsy-turry  over  the  shoulders,  would  do  just  as 
well    This  is  called  being  dressed  a  la  drabble. 

When  the  ladies  do  not  go  abroad  of  a  morning,  the  usual 
chimney-comer  dress  is  a  dotted,  spotted,  striped,  or  cross-barred 
gown  ;  a  yellowish,  whitish,  smokish,  dirty-colored  shawl,  and 
the  hair  curiously  ornamented  with  little  bits  of  newspapers,  or 
pieces  of  a  letter  from  a  dear  friend.  This  is  called  the  "  Cin- 
derella dress." 

The  recipe  for  a  full  dress  is  as  follows :  take  of  spider-net, 
crape,  satin,  gimp,  cat-gnt,  gauze,  whalel)one,  lace,  bobbin,  rib- 
bons and  artificial  flowers,  as  much  as  will  rig  out  the  congrega- 
tion of  a  village  church  ;  to  these,  add  as  many  spangles,  beads 
and  gew-gaws  as  would  be  sufficient  to  turn  the  heads  of  all  the 
fashionable  fair  ones  of  Nootka,,  Sound.  Let  Mrs.  Toole  or 
Madame  Bouchard  patch  all  these  articles  together,  one  upon 
another,  dash  them  plentifully  over  with  stars,  bugles  and  tinsel, 
and  they  will  altogether  form  a  dress,  which,  hung  upon  a  lady's 
back,  cannot  fail  of  supplying  the  place  of  beauty,  youth  and 
grace,  and  of  reminding  the  spectator  of  that  celebrated  region 
of  finery  called  Rag  Fair. 
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ONE  of  the  greatest  sources  of  amusement  incident  to  our 
humorous  knight-errantry  is  to  ramble  about,  and  hear 
the  various  conjectures  of  the  town  respecting  our  worships, 
whom  everybody  pretends  to  know  as  well  as  Falstaff  did  Prince 
Hal,  at  Gad's^iill.  We  have  sometimes  seen  a  sapient,  sleepy 
fellow,  on  being  tickled  with  a  straw,  make  a  furious  effort,  and 
fancy  he  had  fairly  caught  a  gnat  in  his  grasp  ;  so,  that  many- 
headed  monster,  the  public,  who,  with  all  its  heads,  is,  we  fear, 
sadly  off  for  brains,  has,  after  long  hovering,  come  souse  down, 
like  a  king-fisher,  on  the  authors  of  Salmagundi,  and  caught 
them  as  certainly  as  the  aforesaid  honest  fellow  caught  the  gnat. 

Would  that  we  were  rich  enough  to  give  every  one  of  our 
numerous  readers  a  cent,  as  a  reward  for  their  ingenuity  1  Not 
that  they  have  really  conjectured  within  a  thousand  leagues  of 
the  truth,  but  that  we  consider  it  a  great  stretch  of  ingenuity 
even  to  have  guessed  wrong  ;  and  that  we  hold  ourselves  much 
obliged  to  them  for  having  taken  the  trouble  to  guess  at  all. 

One  of  the  most  tickling,  dear,  mischievous  pleasures  of  this 
life  is  to  laugh  in  one's  sleeve— to  sit  snug  in  the  comer,  unno- 
tioed  and  unknown,  and  hear  the  wise  men  of  Gotham,  who  are 
profound  judges  of  horse-Besh,  pronounce,  from  the  style  of  our 
work,  who  are  the  authors.  This  listening  incog.,  and  receiving 
a  hearty  praising  over  another  man's  back,  is  a  situation  so 
celestially  whimsical,  that  we  have  done  little  else  than  laugh  in 
our  sleeve  ever  since  our  first  number  was  published. 

The  town  has  at  length  allayed  the  titillations  of  curiosity,  by 
fixing  on  two  young  gentlemen  of  literary  talents — that  is  to 
say,  they  are  equal  to  the  composition  of  a  newspaper  squib,  a 
hodge-podge  criticism,  or  some  such  trifle,  and  may  occasionally 
raise  a  smile  by  their  effusions  ;  but  pardon  us,  sweet  sirs,  if  we 
modestly  doubt  your  capability  of  supporting  the  burden  of  Sal- 
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tnagnndi,  or  of  keeping  np  a  langh  for  a  whole  fortnight,  as  we 
bave  (lone,  and  inteud  to  do,  nntil  tlm  whole  town  becomes  a 
eoniTQuuity  of  laughing  philosophers  like  onrgelfes.     Wu  hat^;' j 
no  hiiention,  however,  of  underralniiig  the  abilitiea  of  these  t 
yonug   men,    whom  we  verily  Ijelieve,    according   to  coi 
acceptation,  young  men  of  prtmuM. 

Were  we  ill-natured,  we  might  pnhlish  something  that  w 
get  our  reprcsentatires  into  difficulties  ;  but  far  be  it  from  as  fi 
do  anything  to  the  iifjnry  of  persons  to  whom  we  ore  tinder  sneh 
obligations. 

While  the;  stand  before  us,  we,  like  little  Teseer,  tiehind  tlu,^ 
Bevenfold  shield  of  Ajax,  can  launch  unseen  our  sportive  a 
which,  wo  trust,  will  never  inflict  a  wound,  unless,  tike  his,  t 
fly,  "  heaven-directed,"  to  some  conscience-struck  bosom. 

Another  niarvellous  great  sonrce  of  pleasure  to  us  is  ) 
abuse  our  work  has  received  from  RcveraJ  wooden  gentles 
whose  censures  wc  covet  more  than  ever  we  did  anything  id 
livfs.  The  moment  we  declared  open  war  agunst  folly  • 
stupidity,  wo  expected  to  receive  no  quarter ;  and  to  provoT 
confederacy  of  all  the  blockheads  in  town.  For  it  is  one  o 
indisputable  facts,  that  so  sure  as  you  catch  a  gander  I 
tail,  the  whole  Hock,  geese,  goslings,  one  and  all,  hare  a  fcfl 
feeling  on  the  occasion,  and  begin  to  cackle  and  hiss  likslj 
many  devils  bewitched.  As  we  have  a  prufooud  respect  J 
tliese  ancient  and  respectable  birds,  on  the  score  of  llieir  4 
saving  the  capitol,  wc  hereby  declare  that  we  meat 
whatever  by  com{Hiring  them  to  the  aforesaid  eonfederncy. 
have  heard,  in  our  walks,  such  criticisms  on  SahnaguiM 
almost  indne«d  a  belief  that  folly  lind  here,  as  in  the  Gas^ 
moments  of  inspired  idiotism.  Every  silly  royster  1ms.  i 
an  instinctive  sense  of  anticipated  danger,  joined  in  the  nyJ 
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condemned  us  without  mercy.  All  is  thus  as  it  sliould  be.  It 
would  have  mortified  us  very  sensibly  had  we  been  disappointed 
in  this  particular,  as  we  should  then  have  been  apprehensive  that 
our  shafts  had  &llen  to  the  ground,  innocent  of  the  *'  blood  or 
brains  "  of  a  single  numskull.  Our  efforts  have  been  crowned 
with  wonderful  success.  All  the  queer  fish,  the  grubs,  the  flats, 
the  noddies,  and  the  live-oak  and  timber  gentlemen,  are  pointing 
their  empty  guns  at  us ;  and  we  are  threatened  with  a  most 
paissant  confederacy  of  the  ''  pigmies  and  cranes,"  and  other 
''light  militia,"  backed  by  the  heavy-armed  artillery  of  dullness 
and  stupidity.  The  veriest  dreams  of  our  most  sanguine 
moments  are  thus  realized.  We  have  no  fear  of  the  censures  of 
the  wise,  the  good,  or  the  fair,  for  they  will  ever  be  sacred  from 
oar  attacks.  We  reverence  the  wise,  love  the  good,  and  adore 
the  fair  ;  we  declare  ourselves  champions  in  their  cause — in  the 
cause  of  morality — and  we  throw  our  gauntlet  to  all  the  world 
besides. 

While  we  profess  and  feel  the  same  indifference  to  public 
applause  as  at  first,  we  most  earnestly  invite  the  attacks  and 
censures  of  all  the  wooden  warriors  of  this  sensible  city  ;  and 
eq)ecially  of  that  distinguished  and  learned  body,  heretofore 
celebrated  under  the  appellation  of  "  The  North  River  Society." 
The  thrice  valiant  and  renowned  Don  Quixote  never  mode  such 
^ork  amongst  the  wool-clad  warriors  of  Trapoban,  or  the  pup- 
pets of  the  itinerant  showman,  as  we  promise  to  make  among 
Uiese  fine  fellows;   and  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the  public  in 
g^eneral,  and  the  Albany  skippers  in  particular,  that  the  North 
lUrer  shall  not  be  set  on  fire  this  winter  at  least,  for  we  shall 
SiTe  the  authors  of  that  nefarious  scheme  ample  employment  for 
Bome  time  to  come. 
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PROCLAMATION,  FROM  THE  MILL  OF  PINDAR 

COCKLOFT,  ESQ. 

TO  all  the  young  belles  who  enliven  our  scene, 
From  ripe  five-and-forty,  to  blooming  fifteen  ; 
Who  racket  at  routs,  and  who  rattle  at  plays, 
Who  visit,  and  fidget,  and  dance  out  their  days  ; 
Who  conquer  all  hearts  with  a  shot  from  the  eye, 
Who  freeze  with  a  frown,  and  who  thaw  with  a  sigh:^ 
To  all  those  bright  youths  who  embellish  the  age, 
Whether  young  boys,  or  old  boys,  or  numskull  or  sage: 
Whether  bull  dogs,  who  cringe  at  their  mistress's  feet, 
Who  sigh  and  who  whine,  and  who  try  to  look  sweet; 
Whether  tough  dogs,  who  squat  down  stock  still  in  a  row 
And  play  wooden  gentlemen  stuck  up  for  a  show; 
Or  SAD  dogs,  who  glory  in  running  their  rigs, 
Now  dash  in  their  sleighs,  and  now  whirl  in  their  gigs; 
Who  riot  at  Dyde^s*  on  imperial  champagne. 
And  then  scour  our  city — the  peace  to  maintain; 

To  whoe'er  it  concerns  or  may  happen  to  meet, 
By  these  presents  their  worships  I  lovingly  greet. 
Now  Kxow  YE,  that  I,  Pindar  Cockloft,  esquire. 
Am  laureate,  appointed  at  special  desire ; 
A  censor,  self-dubbed,  to  admonish  the  fair. 
And  tenderly  take  the  town  under  my  care. 

Pm  a  ci-devant  beau,  cousin  Launcclot  has  said — 
A  remnant  of  habits  long  vanished  and  dead: 

"  Djde*8  public-house  wan  in  Park  Row.  It  was  brought  into  not 
by  a  famous  coalition  supper  of  the  Burrites  and  Clintonians.  A  pam; 
let  was  published  giving  an  account  of  the  Dyde  Supper. 
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But  still,  though  my  heart  dwells  with  rapture  sublime, 
On  the  fashions  and  customs  which  reign'd  in  my  prime, 
I  yet  can  perceive — and  still  candidly  praise, 
Some  maxims  and  manners  of  these  "  latter  days;'' 
StiU  own  that  some  wisdom  and  beauty  appears, 
Though  almost  entombed  in  the  rubbish  of  years. 

No  fierce  nor  tyrannical  cynic  am  I, 
Who  frown  on  each  foible  I  chance  to  espy; 
Who  poonce  on  a  novelty,  just  like  a  kite. 
And  tear  np  a  victim  through  malice  or  spite; 
Who  expose  to  the  scofi&  of  an  ill-natured  crew, 
A  trembler  for  starting  a  whim  that  is  new. 
^o,  no — I  shall  cautiously  hold  up  my  glass, 
Xo  the  sweet  little  blossoms  who  heedlessly  pass; 
^j  remarks  not  too  pointed  to  wound  or  offend, 
^or  so  vagne  as  to  miss  their  benevolent  end: 
teach  innocent  fashion  shall  have  its  full  sway ; 
^^ew  modes  shall  arise  to  astonish  Broadway: 
Xled  hats  and  red  shawls  still  illumine  the  town, 
«A.nd  each  belle,  like  a  bon-fire,  blaze  up  and  down. 
Fair  spirits  who  brighten  the  gloom  of  our  days, 
^Wbo  cheer  this  dull  scene  with  your  heavenly  rays, 
^o  mortal  can  love  yon  more  firmly  and  true 
^From  the  crown  of  the  head,  to  the  sole  of  vour  shoe. 
I'm  old  fashioned,  'tis  true, — but  still  runs  in  my  heart 
rrhat  affectionate  stream,  to  which  youth  gave  the  start 
Hore  calm  in  its  current — ^yet  potent  in  force; 
XesB  miBed  by  gales — but  still  steadfast  in  course. 
Though  the  lover,  enraptured,  no  longer  appears, — 
Tis  the  gnide  and  the  guardian  enlightened  by  years. 
All  ripen'd  and  mellow'd  and  soften'd  by  time, 
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The  asperities  polisb'd  which  chafed  in  my  prime; 

I'm  fiillj  prepared  for  that  deh'cate  eod, 

The  fair  one's  instmctor,  companion  and  friend 

— And  shoold  I  perceive  you  in  fashion's  gay  dance, 

Allured  by  the  frippery-mon^rs  of  France, 

Expose  your  weak  frames  to  a  chill  wintry  sky 

To  be  nipp'd  by  its  frosts,  to  be  torn  from  the  eye  ; 

My  soft  admonitions  shall  fall  on  your  ear — 

Shall  whisper  those  parents  to  whom  you  are  dear^— 

Shall  warn  you  of  hazards  you  heedlessly  run, 

And  sing  of  those  fair  ones  whom  frost  has  undone. 

Bright  suns  that  would  scarce  on  our  horizon  dawn. 

Ere  shrouded  from  sight,  they  were  early  withdrawn  ; 

Gay  sylphs,  who  have  float  in  circles  below, 

As  pure  in  their  souls,  and  as  transient  as  snow  ; 

Sweet  roses,  that  bloora'd  and  decay'd  to  my  eye. 

And  of  forms  that  have  flitted  and  passed  to  the  sky. 

But  as  to  those  brainless  pert  bloods  of  our  town. 

Those  sprigs  of  the  ton  who  run  decency  down  ; 

Who  lounge  and  who  lout,  and  who  booby  about, 

No  knowledge  within,  and  no  manners  without ; 

Wlio  stare  at  each  beauty  with  insolent  eyes  ; 

Who  rail  at  those  morals  their  fathers  would  prize  ; 

Who  are  loud  at  the  play — and  who  impiously  dare 

To  come  in  their  cups  to  the  routs  of  the  fair  ; 

I  shall  hold  up  my  mirror,  to  let  them  survey 

The  figures  they  cut  as  they  dash  it  away  : 

Should  my  good-humored  verse  no  amendment  produce, 

Like  scarecrows,  at  least,  they  shall  still  be  of  use  ; 

I  shall  stitch  them,  in  effigy,  up  in  my  rhyme. 

And  hold  them  aloft  through  the  progress  of  time, 
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As  figures  of  fun  to  make  the  folks  laugh, 

Like  that  queer-looking  angel  erected  by  Paff, 

"  What  shtop,"  as  he  says,  "  all  de  people  what  come  ; 

'*  What  smiles  on  dem  all,  and  what  peats  on  de  trum." 


•  •• 


•**  ffow  now,  mjowMoXff* 


WE  have  been  congratulating  ourselves  exceedingly  on  hav- 
ing, at  length,  attracted  the  notice  of  a  ponderous  genius 
of  this  city,  Dr.  Christopher  Costive,  LL.  D.,  etc.,  who  has  spoken 
of  us  in  such  a  manner  that  we  are  ten  times  better  pleased  than 
ever  we  were  before.  It  shall  never  be  said  of  us,  that  we  have 
been  out-done  in  the  way  of  complimenting,  and  we  therefore 
assure  Dr.  Christopher  Costive  that,  for  a  Yankee  doodle  song, 
about  "  Sister  Tabitha,"  "  our  Cow,"  and  "  dandy,"  and  "  sugar- 
candy,"  and  all  these  jokes  of  truly  Eastern  soilness j  we  know 
no  man  more  "  cute  "  than  himself. 

If  Dr.  Costive  should  find  fault  with  having  nothing  but  whipt 
syllabub  from  us,  we  promise  him  that,  if  circumstances  render 
it  necessary,  we  will  occasionally  give  it  a  little  variety  by  whip- 
ping him  up  in  it  as  completely  as  ever  a  dish  of  ass's  milk  was 
whipt  up  in  this  world.  Our  friend  seems  rather  vociferous  in 
his  demand  for  a  dish  of  *'  flummery,"  and  as  such  a  dish  is  not 
in  our  bill  of  fare,  we  immediately  requested  our  publisher  to 
procure  us  one  that  would  suit  our  friend's  appetite.  He  has 
brought  us  "  Democracy  Unveiled,  or  Tyranny  stripped  of  the 
garb  of  Patriotism,"  by  Christopher  Costive,  LL.  D.  etc.,  etc., 
etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  We  can  now  promise  our  friend  to  serve 
him  up  a  plentiful  dish  of  flummery  from  his  own  shop,  whenever 
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he  thinks  fit  to  demand  it,  and  garnished  with  a  little  Salmagnndi 
for  saacc.  We  hope  he  will  not  behave  like  his  prototype.  Dr. 
Lampedo,  and  gag  at  his  own  "  patent  draught." 

Our  respected  friend  appears  a  little  worried  that  we  do  not 
write  for  money.  Now  this  looks  ill  of  Dr.  Costive — not  that 
we  thereby  mean  to  insinuate  that  Dr.  Costive  is  an  iU-looking- 
personage  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  think  him  a  great  poet,  a  very 
great  poet,  the  greatest  poet  of  the  age,  and,  considering  the 
excessive  gravity  of  his  person,  we  are  the  more  astonished  at 
the  sublime  flights  of  his  fat  fancy.  To  convince  him  that  we 
are  disposed  to  befriend  him  all  in  our  power,  we  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  inform  our  numerous  readers  that  there  is  such  a  man 
as  Dr.  Christopher  Costive,  and  that  he  publishes  a  tPtaJdy  paper, 
called  the  "  Weekly  Inspector,''  somewhere  in  this  city,  and  that 
he  writes /j>r  money*  We,  therefore,  advise  "  everybody,  man, 
woman,  and  child,  that  can  read,  or  get  anybody  to  read  for 
them,  to  purchase  his  paper,"  where  they  will  find  the  true 
"  bubble  and  squeak,"  and  "  topsy-turvy,"  which  Dr.  Costive  will 
at  any  time  exchange  far  money. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  consider  him  a  very  modest,  decent,  good- 
looking  big  man,  who  writes  for  money ;  being  but  '*  half  a  fish 
and  half  a  monster." 

*  The  "  Weekly  Inspector,**  here  alluded  to,  was  a  neatly  printed 
octavo  journal,  chiefly  political,  conducted  bj  Thomas  Green  Fessenden. 
It  was  commenced  Aug.  30,  1806,  and  waa  published  in  New  York 
by  Ezra  Sargent,  39  Wall  street,  with  the  motto  from  Hamilton :  **  Of  thoM 
men  who  have  orerturned  the  liberties  of  republics,  the  greater  number 
hare  begun  their  career  by  paying  an  obsequious  court  to  the  people— 
commencing  demagogues  and  ending  tyrants." 

Feb.  7, 1807,  a  fortnight  after  its  publication,  Fessenden  notices  Salma- 
gundi, a  *'  new  literary  publication,"  with  an  opening  fling  or  two  at  the 
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dob  of  wita  who  profe«  themselTes  supremely  indifferent  to  the  recep- 
tioD  of  Iheir  work.  In  the  next  number  but  one  of  the  *'  Inspector  **  the 
attack  is  followed  up  bj  an  article  — *'  Salmagundi — a/t<u  Bubble  and 
Bqvbak — again.'*  In  reply  to  the  notice  of  the  former  which  had  appeared 
in  the  Interim  in  Salmagundi,  Ghriatopher  Caustic  raves  in  his  extraor- 
dinary dang  at  these  **  frothy  productions.'*  '*  The  disease/*  he  says,  **  is 
baooming  epidemic,  the  feyer  rising  to  frenzy,  spreading  from  fool  to 
Ibol ;  a  numberless  number  of  nameless  names,  has  already  caught  the 
Infection,  and  from  one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other,  all  is  nonsense  and 
'Salmagundi.***  He  calls  it  *a  mere  hodge-podge  of  train  oil  and  garlic. 
Instead  of  '  Salmagundi.* ....  This  is,  in  English,  a  '  gibe  cat,*  smoth- 
ered in  onions  and  eaten  with  fennel,  rue,  and  caraway  seed.  In  fact, 
there  was  one  Quddesford,  an  English  wit,  who  wrote  a  poem  with  thai 
mn  title,  which  this  worst  of  wizards  may  have  purloined  in  some  of 
(heir  rambles,  and  thus  gained  a  U^  claim  to  the  wit  it  contains.**  He 
proposes,  to  his  own  great  delight,  **  Silly-kickaby  **  as  a  substitute  for 

fialmagondL  **  Having  dispatched  *  Salmagundi  *  or  SUly-kickaby^  we  come 

next  to  *  whim-whams  and  opinions.*    What  a  broken  backed  metaphor ! 

Jt  Is  as  bad  as  to  have  christened  your  nonsense  appU  dumpling  ;  or 

^igkU  offamiey. 

Atque  idem  jungat  yulpes, 
£t  mulgeat  hircos — 

Vhat  is,  in  English  : 

This  sorry  set  of  silly  shotes. 
Should  be  employed  to  milk  he^oatt^ 
Or  sent  to  Carolina  bogs. 
To  yoke  ox-teams  of  prairie  dogs. 

*Whim  whams*  is  taken  by  this  junto  of  notables  from  an  English  pub- 
lication. *  Lftuncelot  Langataff,*  is  a  vile  daub  of  a  caricature  of  *  Isaac 
Bickerstaff.*  Will  Honeycomb  sat  for  *  Anthony  Evergreen  ;*  Will 
Wizard*8  original  may  be  found  in  the  British  classics ;  and  in  short,  the 
prototype  of  every  other  character,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  scurri- 
lous  personalities.  The  work  ought  to  have  been  styled  Silly^kickahyy 
alias  taff4oekM  of  emnmon  English  puhlieaiiotM^  compiled  by  Dundcrpato, 
Dougfahead,  Dumpling,  and  Co.,  published  by  Peter  Pettyman,  sold  at  the 
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rign  of  the  Ditch  delTing  driTeUer,  Ganghnawaiigher  slip,  dedicated,  and 
to  be  devoted,  to  a  certain  goddess/'  The  Doctor  ends  with  abuaiiig  the 
metre  of  Pindar  Cockloft,  and  then  asserting  that  it  was  stolen  from 
'*  Dr.  Caustic's  nick-nackatory." 

We  shall  see  in  a  fntnre  number  how  the  Doctor's  lifierarj  billingsgate 
was  followed  up  in  Salmagundi  The  "  Weekly  Inspector  "  replies  in  the 
small  shot  of  a  handful  of  "  squibs  "  in  his  number  for  March  6,  lereDed 
at  **  the  lilliputian  journal,"  alluding  to  the  small  page  of  the  original 
edition  of  Salmagundi,  and  the  war  dies  out 

The  **  Inspector"  makes  his  exit  at  the  close  of  his  second  vohinie,  Aug. 
22,  1807. 

These  mutual  random  hits  and  editorial  discourtesies  of  a  type 
to6  common  in  the  annals  of  literature — these  quarrels  of  authors — 
should  be  remembered  for  what  they  were,  the  passing  nonsense  of  the 
hour.  Thomas  Green  Fcssenden,  notwithstanding  this  nonsensical  rav- 
ing, was  a  man  of  mark  and  merit — not  only  of  humor  and  spirit  in  the 
comic  verses  with  which  he  enlivened  the  newspaper  discusmons  of  his 
day,  but  to  be  held  in  memory  for  bis  more  sober  labors  in  the  cause 
of  agriculture.  There  is  a  very  pleasing  reminiscence  of  his  later  year»-~ 
he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  in  1837 — by  Nathaniel  Hawthorne,  in 
which  he  celebrates  **  the  amiable  temper  and  abstracted  habits  "  of  his 
old  friend. 
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3fO.  IV.— TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY,  24,  1807. 


FROM   MY  ELBOW-CHAIR. 

PERHAPS  there  is  no  class  of  men  to  which  the  curioos 
and  literary  are  more  indebted  than  travellers  ; — I  mean 
tn^vcknongerSy  who  write  whole  volumes  about  themselves,  their 
lu>r8€8  and  their  servants,  interspersed  with  anecdotes  of  inn- 
kficpers — droll  sayings  oi  stage-drivers,  and  interesting  memoirs 
of — ^the  Lord  knows  who.    They  will  give  you  a  full  account  of 
ft  city,  its  manners,  customs,  and  manufactures;  though  perhaps 
>U  their  knowledge  of  it  was  obtained  by  a  peep  from  their  inn- 
vtndows,  and  an  interesting  conversation  with  the  landlord  or 
tkc  waiter.     America  has  had  its  share  of  these  buzzards  ;  and 
*^  the  name  of  my  countrymen  I  return  them  profound  thanks 
^  the  compliments  they  have  lavished  upon  us,  and  the  variety 
of  particulars  concerning  our  own  country,  which  we  should 
never  have  discovered  without  their  assistance. 

Influenced  by  such  sentiments,  I  am  delighted  to  find  that  the 

Cockloft  family,  among  its  other  whimsical  and  monstrous  pro- 

dactions,  is  about  to  be  enriched  with  a  genuine  travel-writer. 

This  is  no  less  a  personage  than  Mr.  Jereicy  Gockijovt,  the  only 

aoQ  and  darling  pride  of  my  cousin,  Mr.  Christopher  Cockloft. 

I  should  have  said  Jeremy  Cockloft,  the  yownger^  as  he  so  styles 

Umself,  by  way  of  distinguishing  him  from  II  Signore  Jerrmy 

CocKLOFnco,  a  gouty  old  gentleman  who  flourished  about  the 

time  that  Pliny  the  elder  was  smoked  to  death  with  the  fire  and 
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brimstone  of  Yesayins;  and  whose  travels,  if  he  erer  wrote  anj, 
are  now  lost  forever  to  the  world.  Jeremy  is  now  in  his  one- 
and-twentieth  year,  and  a  young  fellow  of  wonderfnl  quick  parts, 
if  you  will  trust  to  the  word  of  his  father,  who,  having  begotten 
him,  should  be  the  best  judge  of  the  matter.  He  is  the  oracle 
of  the  family,  dictates  to  his  sisters  on  every  occasion,  though 
they  are  some  dozen  or  more  years  older  than  himself — and 
never  did  son  give  motlier  better  advice  than  Jeremy. 

As  old  Cockloft  was  determined  his  son  should  be  both  a  scholar 
and  a  gentleman,  he  took  great  pains  with  his  education,  which 
was  completed  at  our  university,  where  he  became  exceedingly 
expert  in  quizzing  his  teachers  and  playing  billiards.     No  stu- 
dent made  better  squibs  and  crackers  to  blow  up  the  chemical 
professor  ;  no  one  chalked  more  ludicrous  caricatures  on  the 
walls  of  the  college  ;   and  none  were  more  adroit  in  shaving 
pigs  and  climbing  lightning-rods.     He  moreover  learned  all  the 
letters  of  the  Greek  alphabet  ;   could  demonstrate  that  water 
never,  "of  its  own  accord,"  rose  above  the  level  of  its  source, 
and  that  air  was  certainly  the  principle  of  life  ;  for  he  had  been 
entertained  with  the  humane  experiment  of  a  cat,  worried  to 
death  in  an  air-pump.     He  once  shook  down  the  ash-house,  by 
an  artificial  earthquake  ;    and  nearly  blew  his  sister  Barbara, 
and  her  cat,  out  of  the  window  with  thundering  powder.    He 
likewise  boasts   exceedingly  of  being  thoroughly   acquainted 
witli  tlie  composition  of  Lacedemonian  black  broth  ;  and  once 
made  a   |)ot  of  it,  which  had  well-nigh  poisoned   the  whole 
family,  and  actually  threw  the  cook-maid  into  convulsions.    Bot 
above  all,  he  values  himself  upon  his  logic,  has  the  old  college 
conundrum  of  the  cat  with  three  tails  at  his  fingers'  ends,  and 
often  ham|>er8  his  father  with  his  syllogisms,  to  the  great  delight 
of  the  old  gentleman  ;  who  considers  the  major,  minor,  and  coo- 
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cdusioii,  as  almost  equal  in  argument  to  the  pnllej,  the  wedge, 
ftnd  the  lerer,  in  mechanics.  In  fact,  my  cousin  Cockloft  was 
onoe  nearij  annihilated  with  astonishment,  on  hearing  Jeremy 
trace  the  derivation  of  Mango  from  Jeremiah  King; — as  Jere- 
miah King,  Jerry  King  I  Jerking,  Girkin  !  cucumber,  Mango  I 
In  short,  had  Jeremy  been  a  student  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge, 
lie  would,  in  all  probability,  been  promoted  to  the  dignity  of  a 
menioT  vfrcMgltr,  By  this  sketch  I  mean  no  disparagement  to 
*the  abilities  of  other  students  of  our  college,  for  I  have  no  doubt 
that  eyery  commencement  ushers  into  society  luminaries  full  as 
l)rilliant  as  Jerem$f  Cockloft  tht  younger. 

Having  made  a  very  pretty  speech  on  graduating,  to  a  nume- 
Tons  assemblage  of  old  folks  and  young  ladies,  who  all  declared 
that  he  was  a  very  fine  young  man,  and  made  yery  handsome 
Qpestnres,  Jeremy  was  seized  with  a  great  desire  to  see,  or  rather 
to  be  seen  by  the  world  ;  and  as  his  father  was  anxious  to  give 
liim  every  possible  advantage,  it  was  determined  Jeremy  should 
Tiait  foreign  parts.  In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  he  has 
spent  a  matter  of  three  or  four  months  in  visiting  strange  places; 
and  in  the  course  of  his  travels  has  tarried  some  few  days  at  the 
splendid  metropolis'  of  Albany  and  Philadelphia. 

Jeremy  has  travelled  as  every  modern  man  of  sense  should  do; 
that  is,  he  judges  of  things  by  the  sample  next  at  hand ;  if  he 
haM  ever  any  doubt  on  a  subject,  always  decides  against  the 
city  where  he  happens  to  sojourn  ;  and  invariably  takes  home^  oa 
the  standard  by  which  to  direct  his  judgment. 

Going  into  his  room  the  other  day,  when  he  happened  to  be 
absent,  I  found  a  manuscript  volume  lying  on  his  table ;  and 
was  oveijoyed  to  find  it  contained  notes  and  hints  for  a  book  of 
travels  which  he  intends  publishing.  He  seems  to  have  taken 
a  late  fisishionable  travel^monger  for  his  model,  and  I  have  no 
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doubt  his  work  will  be  equally  instructlTe  and  amusing  with  that 
of  his  prototype.  The  following  are  some  extracts,  which  may 
not  prove  uninteresting  to  my  readers. 


•  •• 


MEMORANDUMS  FOR  A  TOUR  TO  BE  ENTITLED  «*  THE 
STRANGER  IN  NEW  JERSEY ;  OR,  COCKNEY  TRAVEL- 
LING." • 

BT  JEBEMT   OOOKLOFT,  THE  TOCNGKB. 
^  CHAPTER   I. 

THE  man  in  the  moon  f — ^preparations  for  departure — hints 
to  traveller  about  packing  their  trunks  J — straps,  buckles, 
and  bed-cords— case  of  pistols,  d  la  cockney — five  trunks,  three 

*  It  is  not  a  little  singular,  that  this  mode  of  ridiculing  the  gossiping 
productions  of  Sir  John  Carr,  and  other  tourists  of  the  day,  should  hare 
been  STiccessfully  adopted  almost  at  the  same  moment  by  two  writers 
placed  in  different  and  distant  quarters  of  the  globe.  "  My  Pocket  Book  *' 
appeared  in  London  only  two  or  three  weeks  after  the  publication  of 
these  *'  Memorandums''  in  New  York — so  that  neither  writer  could  possibly 
have  borrowed  from  the  other — and  by  its  ingenious  pleasantry  and  poign- 
ant satire,  crushed  a  whole  host  of  book-making  tourists,  with  the  luckless 
knight  at  their  head. — Parvi  Ed.  This  matter  is  again  referred  to  at  the 
close  of  No.  XIII. 

f  Vide  Carr*s  Stranger  in  Ireland.  John  Carr,  Esq.,  of  the  Honorable 
Society  of  the  Middle  Temple,  wrote  several  slip-slop  entertaining  books 
of  travel,  "  A  Northern  Summer,"  "  The  Stranger  in  France,"  and  **  The 
Stranger  in  Ireland,  a  Tour  in  1805."  The  last  appears  to  have  been  pop* 
ular  in  America.  It  reached  its  third  edition  from  the  New  York  prcsi 
of  Riley,  this  very  year,  18n7. 

X  Vide  Weld.  Isaac  Weld  travelled  through  the  United  States  in 
1795-7. 
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bandboxes,  a  cocked  hat,  and  a  medicine-chest,  a  la  Frangaist 
— ^parting  advice  of  my  two  sisters — quere,  why  old  maids  are 
BO  particular  in  their  cautions  against  naughty  women — descrip- 
tion of  Powles-Hook  ferry-boats — miglit  be  converted  into  gun- 
boats, and  defend  our  ports  equally  well  with  Albany  sloops — 
Brom,  the  black  ferryman — Charon — river  Styx — ghosts  ; — 
Major  Huntr— good  story — ferriage  nine-pence  ; — city  of  Harsi- 
mns— -built  on  the  spot  where  the  folk  once  danced  on  their 
stomps,  while  the  devil  fiddled — quere,  why  do  the  Harsimites 
talk  Dutch  ? — story  of  the  Tower  of  Babel,  and  confusion  of 
tongues — get  into  the  stage — driver  a  wag — famous  fellow  for 
running  stage  races — ^killed  three  passengers  and  crippled  nme 
in  the  course  of  his  practice — ^philosophical  reasons  why  stage- 
driTers  love  grog— causeway — ditch  on  each  side  for  folk  to 
tumble  into— famous  place  for  skiUy-pots ;  Philadelphians  call 
'tern  tarapins — ^roast  them  under  the  ashes  as  we  do  potatoes- 
queer,  may  not  this  be  the  reason  that  the  Philadelphians  are 
all  turtle-heads  ? — Hackensack  bridge — good  painting  of  a  blue 
horse  jumping  over  a  mountain — wonder  who  it  was  painted  by; 
— ^mem.  to  ask  the  Baron  de  Gusto  about  it  on  my  return  ; — 
Rattlesnake  Hill,  so  called  from  abounding  with  butterflies  ; — 
salt  marsh,  surmounled  here  and  there  by  a  solitary  hay-stack — > 
more  tarapins — wonder  why  the  Philadelphians  don't  establish 
a  fishery  here,  and  get  a  patent  for  it — bridge  jver  the  Passaic 
— rate  of  toll— description  of  toll-boards — tollman  had  but  one 
eye — story  how  it  is  possible  he  may  have  lost  the  other — ^pence- 
table,  etc* 

•  Vide  Corr. 
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Newnrk — noh>rl  for  its  fine  breed  of  fat  musqaitocs — t^id 
tliroiigh  tins  tliiL-kost  boots* — story  aiwoi  GnUyniyptT$ — Arc 
Gifford  ami  his  man  Caliban — jolly  fat  felluws — a  knowing  t) 
Toiler  alwnvH  judges  of  everytbing  by  the  iun-kifpere  i 
waiters  t — set  down  Newark  people  all  fiit  as  bntter — Itjn 
dissertntion  on  Arcliy  GifTord's  greeu  coat,  with  phil 
reasons  why  the  Newarkites  wear  wear  red  worsted  iij^ht« 
and  tarn  their  noses  to  the  south  when  tho  wind  blows- 
academy  fnll  of  windows — sunshine  excellent  to  muko  little  b 
grow — Kliziil>etlitoWD — fine  ^rls — ^rile  mosciuitocti — jiliinly  of 
oystcre — qucrc,  linve  oysters  any  feeling? — good  story  aboot  the 
fox  catching  them  by  his  Uiil — ergo,  foses  might  be  of  great  ue 
in  the  pearl  fishery — landlord  member  of  the  le^ature — tmts 
ererybody  who  has  a  vote — mem.  all  the  inn-keepers  membcn 
of  the  legisIatDre  in  New  Jersey  ;  Bridge-town,  vulgarly  called 
Spa«k~(vwn,  from  n  story  of  <]uoudani  parson  and  his  wife — n-ol 
name,  acconliog  to  liukum  Fidelias,  Bridge-town,  from  Irriiigt, 


*   FiAWeld,     "General  WuMngton,"  MJ9  Weld,  "lold  n 
nsTor  w»3  ao  much  nnnoyed  bf  moaquilooB  in  uij  part  at  AmerlM,  ••■ 
SkenMborough,  for  that  tbcj  nsed  lo  bite  thniugb  the  thickut  boM."  i 

t  Vide  Carr:  ridt  Moore;  vi<fa  Weld;  riJt  PurkimoQ; 
Eichtrd  Parkinaon,  Inli'  of  Orange  Bill,  near  B&l^mora,  pubUahed  J 
London,  ISlk.^,  Iiis  tour  in  America,  la  lTQtt-1800,  eihlbittng  skotohc*  fl 
Society  and  Mauucrs,  and  a  particular  account  of  the  AmerlMn  r 
of  agriculture,  etc,  Wllliaia  PriMt,  who  signs  him-ieir  on  the  titll  p 
of  bla  hook,  '■  Muaiuiao,  late  of  tbe  theatrea  Philudelphia,  Baltimore, 
anil  Boston."  Iravcllod  in  the  Dnited  Stales  between  the  jear  IToa  nni 
ITD7.  and  piihlishud  liis  journals  in  London,  in  a  thin  oclam  In  1S0& 
Viiit  Liukuiu  FideliuB,  and  nJ«  Messrs.  Tug,  Rag,  aad  BobtaiL 
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a  contrivance  to  get  dry  shod  over  a  river  or  .brook  ;  and  toum^ 
an  appellation  given  in  America  to  the  accidental  assemblage  of 
a  churchy  a  tavern,  and  a  blacksmith's  shop — Linknm  as  right 
as  mj  left  leg  ; — Rahwaj  River — good  place  for  gunboats-^ 
wonder  why  Mr.  Jefferson  don't  send  a  river  JUti  here,  to  protect 
the  haj-vessels  ? — Woodbridge — landlady  mending  her  husband's 
breeches — sublime  apostrophe  to  conjugal  affection  and  the  fair 
sex  ;* — Woodbridge  famous  for  its  crab-fishery — sentimental 
correspondence  between  a  crab  and  a  lobster — digression  to 
Abelarde  and  Eloisa  ; — mem.  when  the  moon  is  in  Pisces^  she 
plays  the  devil  with  the  crabs. 

CHAPTER  in. 

Bronswick — oldest  town  in  the  state — division  line  between 
two  counties  in  the  middle  of  the  street ; — ^poscd  a  lawyer  with 
the  case  of  a  man  standing  with  one  foot  in  each  county — 
wanted  to  know  in  which  he  was  donudl — lawyer  couldn't  tell 
for  the  soul  of  him  ; — ^mera.  all  the  New  Jersey  lawyers  nums  ; 
— Miss  Ilay's  boarding-school — young  ladies  not  allowed  to  eat 
mustard — and  why  ? — fat  story  of  a  mustard-pot,  with  a  good 
saying  of  Ding-Dong's  ; — Vernon's  tavern — fine  place  to  sleep, 
if  the  noise  would  let  you — another  Caliban  1 — Vernon  sUvxye^ 
— ^people  of  Brunswick,  of  course,  all  squint ; — Drake's  tavern 
— fine  old  blade — wears  square  buckles  in  his  shoes — tells 
bloody  long  stories  about  last  war — people,  of  course,  all  do 
the  same  ; — Hook'em  Snivy,  the  famous  fortune-teller,  bom  hero 
—contemporary  with  Mother  Shoulders — ^particulars  of  his 
history— died  one  day — Klines  to  his  memory,  which  found  their 

*  Vide  the  Sentimental  Kotzebue. 


iwiy  into  my  jKKhttlwk  ;* — melancholy  reflections  on  the  dwUi'n 
of  great  ueu — beautiful  epitaph  on  myself. 


CHAiTEB  rv. 

Princeton — (.■oUege — profesKors  wear  boots  !— students  ramoial 
for  tbcir  love  of  a  jest — set  the  college  on  fire,  and  burnt  ontl 
the  professors  ;  an  excellent  joke,  hut  not  worth  repcnttng^fl 
mem.  American  students  very  much  addicted  to  burning  dovRw 
colleges — reminds  me  of  a  good  story,  nothing  at  all  to  thai 
purpose — two  societies  in  the  college — good  notion — encouragea^ 
cmalation,  and  makes  little  boys  fight  ; — students  famous  for 
their  eating  and  cmdition — saw  two  at  the  tavern,  who  had  jnst 
got  their  allowance  of  t^ffending  money — laid  it  all  out  in  % 
sapper — got  fuddled,  aud  d— d  the  professors  for  nincoms.     N.bJ 
Southern    gentlemen — Churchyard — apostrophe  to  grim  dekthfl 
— saw  a  cow  feeding  on  a  gruve — metempsychoeis — who  kaowi  ' 
bnt  the  cow  may  have  been  eating  np  the  soul  of  one  of  my 
ancestors — made  me  melancholy  and  pensive  for  GftecD  minntes  ; 
— man  planting  cabbt^s't' — wondered  how  he  could  plant  theB  ■ 
BO  straight — method  of  mole-catching — and  all  thai — qiKryJ 
whether  it  would  not  be  a  good  notion  to  ring  their  noeee  ■ 
we  do  pigs' — mem.  to  propose  it  to  the  American  Agricultur 
Society — get   a   premium    perhaps — commencement — student 
give  a  ball  and  supper — company  from  New  York,  PhiUdelpI 

•  Vidt  Cvn  wid  Blind  Btt!    Carr.  in  hli  travob,  niMti  oa  lli«  n 
ndc  in  Wales,  ■  stone-bliiid  woman  rapporling  heraclf  uid  inflmi  moiIi4 
by  Uia  Bole  of  gloves  and  stockings.    The  tratElkr  pcrpctnMt  si 
verMM  on  tlic  occoHon,  which  lio  inlroduccs  in  thia  ludicrous  fw>hioa.d 
"  Upon   licr  quitting  us,  Iho  foUowiog  Uuea  found  (bolt  waj  i 
pockci  liook  I" 

\  llrfeCirr. 
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and  Albany — great  contest  which  spoke  the  best  English — 
Albanians  vociferoos  in  their  demand  for  sturgeon — Philadel- 
phians  gave  the  preference  to  raccoon  *  and  splacnnncs  f — gave 
them  a  long  dissertation  on  the  phlegmatic  natnre  of  a  goose's 
gizzard — students  can't  dance — always  set  off  with  the  wrong 
foot  foremost — Dnport's  opinion  on  that  subject — Sir  Christopher 
Hatton  the  first  man  who  ever  turned  out  his  toes  in  dancing — 
&Yorite  with  Queen  Bess  on  that  account — Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
-—good  story  about  his  smoking — his  descent  into  New  Spain — 
El  Dorado— Candide — Dr.  Pangloss — Miss  Cunegunde — earth- 
quake at  Lisbon — Baron  of  Thundertentronck  | — Jesuits — 
Itfonks — Cardinal  Woolsey — Pope  Joan — Tom  Jefferson — Tom 

f  aine,  and  Tom  the whew  I    N.B.  Students  got  drunk  as 

YisnaL 

CHAPTER  v. 

Left  Princeton — country  finely  diversified  with  sheep  and 
liay-stacks§ — saw  a  man  riding  alone  in  a  wagon  I  why  the 
^euce  didn't  the  blockhead  ride  in  a  chair?  fellow  must  be 
^  fool — ^particular  account  of  the  construction  of  wagons,  carts, 
^wheelbarrows,  and  quail-traps — saw  a  large  flock  of  crows — 
^x>ncluded  there  must  be  a  dead  horse  in  the  neighborhood — 
xnem.  country  remarkable  for  crows — won't  let  the  horses  die  in 

*  Fid^  Priest.  *'At  two,"  says  Priest,  "the  Philadelphians  dine  on 
^hat  is  usual  in  England,  both  a  variety  of  American  dishes,  such  as 
l>ear,  opossum,  raccoon,  etc  I" 

f  GuUiyer  is  announced  by  the  town  crier  in  Brobdingnag  as  "  a  strange 
creature  to  be  seen  at  the  sign  of  the  Green  Eagle,  not  so  big  as  a  8pl€u> 
nvek,  an  animal  in  that  country  Tery  finely  shaped,  about  six  feet  long."^ 

I  Jeremy  Cockloft  appears,  in  this  enumeration,  to  have  come  from  a 
recent  perusal  of  Voltaire's  Candide. 

S  Vidi  Cut, 
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peace — anecdote  of  a  jury  of  crows — stopped  to  give  the  horses 
water — good-looking  man  came  up  and  asked  me  if  I  had  seen 
his  wife  ?  heavens  I  thought  I,  how  strange  it  is  that  this  virtuous 
man  should  ask  me  about  his  wife — story  of  Cain  and  Abel — 
stage-driver  took  a  stoig — ^mem.  set  down  all  the  people  as  drunk- 
ards— old  house  had  moss  on  the  to}) — swallows  built  in  the  roof 
— better  place  than  old  men^s  beards — story  about  that— deriva- 
tion of  words  kippp,  hippy,  kippy,  and  shoopl^^ — ^negro  driver 
could  not  write  his  own  name — ^languishing  state  of  literature 
in  this  country  ;f  philosophical  inquiry  of  'Sbidlikens,  why  the 
Americans  are  so  much  inferior  to  the  nobility  of  Cheapside  and 
Shore-ditch,  and  why  they  do  not  eat  plum-pudding  on  Sundays — 
superfine  reflections  about  anything. 

CHAPTER  ^^. 

Trenton — built  above  the  head  of  navigation  to  encourage 
commerce— capital  of  the  State— only  wants  a  castle,  a  bay, 

*  Vvk  Carr'fl  learned  derivation  of  gte  and  vihoe, 

\  Moore: 

Is  this  the  region  then,  is  this  the  clime 
For  soaring  fancies?  for  those  dreams  sublime, 
Which  all  their  miracles  of  light  reveal 
To  heads  that  meditate  and  hearts  that  feel  ? 
Alas !  not  so — the  Muse  of  nature  lights 
Her  glories  round ;  she  scales  the  mountain  heights, 
And  roams  the  forests  ;  every  wondrous  spot 
Burns  with  her  step,  yet  man  regardi  it  not. 
She  whispers  round,  her  words  are  in  the  air. 
But  lost,  unheard,  they  linger  freezing  there. 
Without  one  breath  of  soul,  divinely  strong. 
One  ray  of  mind,  to  thaw  them  into  song. 
EpUtle  to  the  Hon.  W.  R.  Spencer,  /rmn  Buffalo,  upon  Lake  Erie. 
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a  moaDtain,  a  sea,  and  a  Tolcano,  to  bear  a  strong  resem- 
blance to  the  bay  of  Naples* — supreme  court  sitting — fat  chief 
justice — used  to  get  asleep  on  the  bench  after  dinner — gave 
judgment,  I  suppose,  like  Pilate's  wife,  from  his  dreams — reminded 
me  of  Justice  Bridlcgoose  deciding  bj  a  throw  of  a  die,  and  of 
the  oracle  of  the  holy  bottlef — attempted  to  kiss  the  chamber- 
maid— boxed  my  ears  till  they  rung  like  our  theatre-bell — girl 
had  lost  one  tooth — mem.  all  the  American  ladies  prudes,  and 
have  bad  teeth;  Anacreon  Moore's  opinion  on  the  matter. 
State-house — fine  place  to  see  the  sturgeons  jump  up — quere, 
whether  sturgeons  jump  up  by  an  impulse  of  the  tail,  or  whether 
they  bounce  up  from  the  bottom  by  the  elasticity  of  their  noses 
Linkum  Fidelius  of  the  latter  opinion — I  too — sturgeon's  nose 
capital  for  tennis-balls — ^learnt  that  at  school — went  to  a  ball — 
negro  wench  principal  musician!  N.  B.  People  of  America 
have  no  fiddlers  but  females! — origin  of  the  phrase,  "  fiddle  of 
your  heart" — ^reasons  why  men  fiddle  better  than  women;  expe- 
dient of  the  Amazons  who  were  expert  at  the  bow;  waiter  at 
the  city  tavern — good  story  of  his — ^nothing  to  the  purpose — 
never  mind — ^fiU  up  my  book  like  Carr — make  it  sell.  Saw  a 
democrat  get  into  a  stage  followed  by  his  dog.;];  N.  B.  This 
town  remarkable  for  dogs  and  democrats — superfine  sentiment  § 
— good  story  from  Joe  Miller — ode  to  a  piggin  of  butter — pen- 

•  Carr. 

f  Rabelais*  Jndge  Bridlegoose  and  famous  Oracle.  There  was  a  slight 
difficulty  in  the  Judge*s  method  of  decision,  **  he  was  become  old  and 
his  sight  of  late  was  very  much  failed,  and  become  dimmer  than  it  was 
wont  to  be ;  by  reason  of  which  infirmity  he  was  not  able  so  distinctly 
and  clearly  to  discern  the  points  of  the  dice  as  formerly  he  had  been 
accustomed  to  do.*' 

J  Moore.  §  Carr. 

4* 
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sire  mediLationB  on  a  mouse-hole — make  a  book  a 
whistle  I 


I 


FROM  MT  ELBOW-CHAIE. 

I    HATE  observed  a  particnlar  intimacj  for  these  few  dajil 
past  between  that  dry  wag  Will  Wizari*  and  my  cousia.1 
PisDAR.    Tlie  latter  has  taken  his  winter  quarters  at  old  Cock-F 
loft's,  iD  the  comer  room  opposite  miue,  in  order  to  be  at  haul, 
ond  overlook  the  town.     They  hardly  gave  themsclTCH  time,  oaf 
Sunday  last,  to  wait  for  the  family  toast  of  "  our  absent  fricnda  ■ 
before  they  adjoamed  to  Pindar's  chamber.     In  the  course  of  an] 
hour  my  couEin's  enormous  mandarine  Inkataud  was  sent  dowD  to  J 
be  replenished.     I  begun  to  be  scrionsly  ahirmcd,  for  I  thoag'ut 
if  they  had  exhausted  its  contents  without  exhansting  their  sub- J 
ject,  there  ww  no  knowing  where  it  would  end. 

On  returning  to  tea,  my  cousin  Pindar  was  observed  to  rn^ 
his  bande,  a  sure  siga  that  something  tickled  his  bncy  ;  be  how- 
ever maintained  as  mysterious  a,  countenance  as  a  seventh  ward 
j>oliticau.  As  to  Will  Wizard,  be  took  longer  stridee  than 
usual,  his  inflexible  phiz  had  an  uncommonly  knowing  lur,  aad  a 
sagacious  wink  occosiouaHy  betrayed  that  he  had  more  in  bia 
head  than  he  chose  to  communicate.  The  whole  family  (who  in 
troth  arc  much  given  to  wonder  nt  everything)  were  sadly  poh 
Kled  to  conjecture  what  their  two  precious  noddles  had  b«ed 
bothering  ahont. 

In  the  evening,  after  I  hod  retreated  to  my  citadel,  the  cDmh^ 
chair,  I  was  surprised  by  the  abrupt  entrance  of  these  two  woe 
thics.    My  cousin  opened  the  budget  at  once  :  lio  duclared  tl 
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it  was  as  necessary  for  a  modem  poet  to  have  an  assistant,  as 
for  Don  Qaizote  to  have  a  Sancho — that  it  was  the  fashion  for 
poets,  now-cHlajs,  to  write  so  ineffably  obscure,  that  every  line 
required  a  page  of  notes  to  explain  its  meaning,  and  render  its 
^  darkness  visible  " — ^that  a  modem  poem  eonld  no  more  sncceed, 
withoot  notes,  than  a  paper  kite  could  fly  without  a  tail.  In  a 
word,  P^asns  had  become  a  most  mulish  animal,  and  would  not 
budge  a  foot,  unless  he  lumbered  along  a  cart-load  of  quotations 
and  explanations,  and  illustrations  at  his  heels  :  he  had  there- 
fore prevailed  on  Will  Wizard  to  assist  him  occasionally  as 
annotator  and  illustrator.  As  a  specimen  of  then*  united  labors, 
he  handed  me  the  following  complimentary  ode  to  that  king  of 
the  buzzards.  Dr.  Christopher  Costive,  informing  me  that  he 
had  plenty  more  on  hand  whenever  occasion  required  it.  I  had 
been  rather  surprised  lately  at  the  Doctor's  meddling  with  us,  as 
he  was  sure  of  gaining  more  kicks  than  coppers  in  return  ;  but 
I  am  told  an  ass  loves  to  have  his  muzzle  scratched  with  nettles. 
On  expressing  my  surprise,  Will  informed  me  that  it  was  all  a 
sham  battle  ;  that  he  was  very  intimate  with  the  Doctor,  and 
could  relate  a  thousand  diverting  anecdotes  concerning  him  ; 
and  that  the  Doctor,  finding  we  were  in  want  of  a  butt,  had 
generously  volunteered  himself  as  our  target.  I  wish  him  joy 
of  his  bargain. 

In  the  following  poem  it  will  be  observed  that,  while  my  con- 
on  Pindar  tunes  his  pipe  on  the  top  of  the  page,  Will  Wizard 
worries  away  at  his  thorough  bass  below.  The  notes  of  a 
modem  poem  being  like  the  sound  of  a  French  horn,  bassoon, 
kettle-dram,  and  bass-viol,  in  our  orchestra,  which  make  such  a 
confounded  racket,  that  they  entirely  drown  the  song  ;  and  no 
man,  who  has  not  the  sublime  ear  of  a  connoisseur,  can  tell 
what  the  devil  the  they're  playing. 
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FLUMMERY. 

FBOM  TnS  MILL  ^  OF  FINDAB  OOOELOFT,  ESQ. 

Seinff  a  Poem  with  N<fte8^  or  rather  Notes  with  a  Poem ;'  in  the  manner  oj 

DOCTOR  ■  CHRISTOPHER  COSTIVE. 


**  Prick  me  Ban  calf  tUl  he  roan.**  « 

FMttaf. 

THE  greatest '  poet  of  our  day, 
From  State  of  Maine  to  Louisiana  ;' 
The  hero  who  did  'sist  upon't, 
He  wouldn't  be  deputy  to  Mr.  Hunt ;  ^ 

NOTES,  BY  WILLIAM  WIZARD,  ESQ. 

'  Mill.']  As  we  are  not  a  little  anxious  to  cultivate  the  intimacj  so  hap- 
pilj  commenced  between  the  Doctor  and  ourselves,  we  feel  bound  in  can- 
dor to  confess  the  charge  made  against  us,  of  having  borrowed  from  him 
some  of  the  phrases  and  ideas  of  our  last  number ;  and  we  justify  our- 
selves bv  attributing  it  to  our  high  regard  for  his  talents :  for  what  can 
be  a  greater  proof  of  friendship,  now  a  days,  than  borrowing  ?  If  we  were 
his  enemies,  we  might  justify  it  by  the  old  maxim  of  **  foiling  the  devil 
with  his  own  weapons.  As  so  the  ^'  mill,'*  which  the  Doctor  so  vocife- 
rously claims,  honest  Pindar  acknowledges  that  he  borrowed  the  idea 
from  the  Doctor's  writings  in  general,  for  he  never  dipped  in  them  with- 
out thinking  of  our  nocturnal  music-grinder,  who  continually  grinds  over 
and  over  the  same  sleepy  tune  of,  **  Oh,  hard  Ls  my  fate." 

•  Notes  with  a  Poewt.]  Whatever  merit  may  appear  in  this  Poem,  my 
friend  Cockloft  must  own  that  it  is  entirely  owing  to  his  close  adherence 
to  his  big  prototype.  Dr.  Caustic.  The  rhymes  are  generally  borrowed 
from  the  Doctor's  own  workf,  possessing  all  that  quaintness,  cuteness 
and  clumsiness,  for  which  he  is  remarkable.     As  the  lesser  thing  should 
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Who  rear'd  a  gallows  for  each  elf,  and 
Did  for  kangftum  his  own  self  stand.* 
And  made  folks  think  it  very  odd,  he 
Should  torn  Ja^k  Ktich  to  everybody, 

alwEys  depend  upon  the  greater,  we  have  rather  inverted  the  usual  title 
of  Bach  workfl,  and  made  the  poem  minor.  Wc  recommend  the  Doctor^s 
mode  of  ccmpUing  a  book  to  all  the  nums  of  the  day — as  an  example,  we 
instance  his  **  Terrible  Tractoration,*^  of  which,  as  few  buy,  and  still  fewer 
read  It  (a  proof  that  the  town  are  not  quite  such  fools  as  the  Doctor 
would  make  them),  we  shall  say  little.  The  book  was  smothered  in  notes, 
like  a  goose  in  onions — some  ill-natured  cynics  have  asserted  that  what 
little  wlum  the  work  contained,  lay  entirely  in  the  notes,  which  we  are 
sorry  to  say  were  not  written  by  the  Doctor ;  his  poem  might  therefore 
be  said  to  resemble  the  leg  of  a  ttaol,  dressed  up  with  tawory  sauce ;  or, 
as  the  Doctor  will  understand  it  better,  that  famous  dish  called  pwnpkin- 
jM,  where,  though  the  pumpkin  gives  the  natne  to  the  dish,  yet  the  great 
skill  of  the  cook  is  to  hide  the  twang  of  it  as  much  as  possible  with  apice 
and  wugar, 

'  Doctor,']  The  Doctor,  we  are  told,  was  not  bred  a  physician ;  nor 
was  he  Indebted  for  his  appellation  to  a  gratuitous  donation  from  any 
university,  as  Doctor  of  Laws — he  was  humorously  so  dubbed  by  his 
neighbors  in  Vermont,  on  account  of  having  once  benevolently  phy- 
sicked a  sick  horse — his  works  bear  testimony  to  his  drenching  abilities; 
and  we  may  Justly  apply  to  him  an  unlucky  epigram, written  on  a  brother 
quack  in  physic  and  poetry : 

"  For  phytic  andfareea 
His  equal  there  eearee  ie-^ 
Hie  farces  are  physio — 
We  physio  a  farce  it." 

*  Prick  bull-calf,  etc,]  We  had  not  the  least  expectation  that  our  no- 
tiee  of  Doctor  Costive,  in  the  last  number,  would  have  put  him  into  such 
ao  indecent  passion.  Bless  us  how  he  has  roared !  and  like  Falstaff  not 
only  roared  but  **  ran  and  roared  '^-^ 
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This  modern  mooiiler  of  Pegasns, 
Tliis  cliunsy  jolter  of  Jackasses,* 
Who,  uow  the  poet's  drny  horso  starts  on. 
Anon,  the  gibbet  httrdle  carte  on, 


"  unpack'd  hiM  kearl  with  iBorda, 

And  ftU  a  euning— Jib  a  P4ry  dnJi  ! 

He  hu  gi*cn  na  a  most  voeful  teolding  through  Bomc  eight  or  n 
columns,  nnd  phunlj  proved  that  onr  work  wna  not  wortb  a  fif,  becaim 
"  Snlmngandi "  had  beco  horetofore  given  as  a  title  to  anotlin-  vorii — 
Launcelot  LaogstsB' was  eridcntlj  copied  from  Isaac  BickeralalT,  becson 
they  both  ended  trith  utaf—"  Wliiin-Whama  "  was  (ha  same  as  "  Flim. 
Flama" — "  W)D  Wizard"  vast  taken  from — the  lord  knowi  inhere;  ITn- 
(ry  was  accidcntallj  mispellcd  or  mlKprinled  Winttrp,  and"  irooir/y' 
waa  borrowed  from  hi)^   own    Wtakli/   produciioiu.     Ob,  Uidas,  Itida^ 
how  thine  ears  do  loom  through  the  fog  of  thy  writings.    Wben  k  nan 
of  the  Doctor's  gumption  cun  write  nine  columns  against  our  work,  and 
discover  no  greater  faults,  we  may  well  be  vnin — were  we  (o  eriticbe  4 
own  writings,  they  would  stand  a  mueh  poorer  {chance.     In  spild  of  I 
Doctor's  crustiness  we  stilt  love  him  in  oar  hearts — he  may  scold  IIk*H 
old  woman,  but  we  know  it  all  ariiea  from  that  cicessive  irritability  M 
mon  to  all  men  who  huTc"  written  iiliooli,"andparticularly  abookoTSl 
gerel  rhymes.    We  again  assure  liini  of  oar  perfect  good  wilt 
Eolf  snd  his  most  amiable  offspring,  that  delectable  pnirof  li 
Terrible  Tractoration  and  Democracy  Cnveilud,      May  the  wbolo  wOf 
gCDoral,  and  posterity  In  particular,  know  the  proper  distinction  bM«1 
ttudlbrastic  and  Doggerel,  and  acquit  the   Doctor  from  the  im| 
meanly  levelled  against  him  by  sundry  nineoma  of  imitating  tliidtlMi 
Wo  are  sorry  that  he  should  erer  have  been  thought  capable  of  di» 
Ing  to  be  a  copyist,  and  we  challenge  the  whole  world  to  deny  that  I 
Doctor's  vcnte  Is  doggerel,  gcnoino  broken  winded,  rickety  d 
whatercr  his  nticniics  may  insist  to  the  contrary.     Tbe  Doctor's  i 
however,  like  that  of  many  other  double-headed   wits,  sci-nis  oflMl 
a  been  taken  by  the  wrong  end.  Ou  the  6r^  appcarancv  uf  his  Ti^ 
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Now  o'er  a  poem  dozes  happy, 

And  next  expertly  draws  the  cap  ;  he 

Who  cares  not  though  the  world  should  know  it 

That  he's  half  hangman,  half  a  poet.^* 

t>le  TimctorAtion,  the  critics  were  absolutely  at  a  loss,  such  was  the  deli- 
cacy of  his  wit,  to  say  whether  he  was  the  champion  or  opponent  of 
X^erkinism.  Thus  the  Critical  Review  for  1803:  **nia  real  object  can- 
sioi  always  be  ascertained — we  think  him,  however,  the  friend  of  the 
^Tractors.*'  Either  the  Doctor  or  the  critic  must  have  been  a  dundcr 
^icad  we  charitably  suppose  the  critic  The  Doctor  afterward,  like 
^  John-a-Gudgeon  ^  in  the  Pleader's  Guide,  explained,  and  his  explana- 
^€100  proved  so  perfectly  satisfactory  that  there  were  very  few  of  the 
veviewert  but  could  tell,  or  at  least  ffueu  at  his  object.  The  fact  was, 
the  Doctor,  good  inoffensive  soul,  did  not  mean  to  attack  anything— ex- 
^sept  common  sense.  We  recommend  this  work  as  a  soporific  specimen 
^  the  Doctor*s  skill  in  balderdash. 

*  Ortai4ti  poetJ]  Ortat  is  sometimes  a  positive,  sometimes  a  figurative 
%ttWr—^B  we  say  a  grtat  tnan^  a  grecU  mountain^  or  when  speaking  of  the 
Doctor,  great  man  mountMn — having  no  allusion  here  to  the  mountain 
"which  brought  forth  a  mouse.    When,  however,  we  speak  of  the  Doctor 

a  great  man  or  great  poet,  we  mean  to  be  understood  that  ho  is  some 
feet  six  inches  high — three  feet  across  the  shoulders,  nine  round  the 
paunch-^that  he  weighs  about  half  a  ton,  and  is  withal  most  clumsily 
Imog  together. 

*  L(AtUiama,'\  Tliough  we  plume  ourselves  on  adhering  closely  to  the 
Doctor's  rhymes,  yet  we  have  taken  the  liberty  of  differing  a  little  in  the 
lirononciation  of  this  word — the  Doctor  gives  it  in  the  true  eastern  dia- 
lect, Lousy-anee — but  to  give  it  d-la- Costive — 

•*  frUdk  /ate,  'tit  eaid,  in  vwOur  rainy. 
Woe  nutted  in  Louieinna,** 


for  when  the  Doctor  gets  hold  of  a  good  rhyme,  he  is  a 
**woiiiidy  toad"  for  harping  on  it 
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Who  gibbeted  the  knaves  so  knowing, 
That  kept  Democracy  a-going. 
Hung  his  faosimUe  fomed  Toney  " 
Pasqoin,  the  friend  of  Mr.  Hon6. 

Buipltau  kiM  kigknuB  Mk^,  /tPOR'f 
Be  dqmiff  to  Mr.  HmU  : 
.  No— were  it  qffertd  *twtmld  be  votn,  he 
fVon*t  cai^  wu  in  Louieiana^  {or  Lonuff-anetJ) 

These  two  Utter  lineB  are  truly  m  musical  as  marrowbooee  and 
cleaTers,  and  remind  ns  of  that  sweet  couplet,  by  the  Doctor's  rival,  the 
Inimitable  Siabsoh  : 

From  fJUf  uat  Ipane'd  to  Alexandria^ 

And  am  pleated  tkrough  rvral  tcenee  to  wander, 

Bkab.  Mount  Yer. 

If  our  reader  wishes  for  more  specimens  of  the  Doctor's  knack  at  rhym- 
ing, we'll  give  him  the  oft-repeated  tags  of  **  rogues  and  demagogues,** 
brewing  and  ruin,"  "  wildcring  and  children,"  "  women  and  common," 
trimming  and  women,"  **  well-Icnows  and  fellows,"  **  comparison  and 
harassM-em  ;"  together  with  an  occasional  mixture  of  those  attic  eastern 
jingles  of  **  dandy  and  handy"  and  ^* sugar  candy."  The  Doctor  and 
Searson's  poetic  contest  is  similar  to  one  that  whilom  took  place  between 
two  honest  tars  (we  beg  the  gentle  Joe  Miller's  pardon  for  borrowing  an 
anecdote),  one  gave  as  prize  couplet : 

Am  Ae  tKpe  $ke  eHdee  along^ 
A  faithful  friend  it  kard  tofmd, 

but  the  oUicr  rhymetter  beat  him  all  hollow  by  singing  out, 

"  My  quart  pot  koldt  a  gallon^ 
By  xoundt" 

^  Deputy  to  Mr.  ffunt.'\  Mr.  Hunt  was  a  little  man  and  a  young  man ; 
the  Doctor,  although  of  the  same  age,  feeling  the  inuneneity  of  his  quali- 
fications, refuses  to  secoud  such  a  governor,  urging  his  tus,  and  like  Billy 
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Who  drags  like  snail  his  filthy  slime 
Throagh  many  a  ragged,  hobbling  rhyme, 
Then  calls  his  billingsgate — sarcastic  I 
His  drabbling  doggrcl — Hadibrastic  I 

Bagby,  alleging  that  what  he  wanted  ia  ye&ra  he  made  up  iu  bulk  ;  and 
if  he  lacked  in  brains,  he  atoned  for  all  in  garbage. 

'  Did  for  hangman^  etc.]  IIow  tlic  Doctor  ever  came  to  stumble  on 
this  unhappy  idea,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  imagine^t  is  an  odd  "  whim- 
wham,**  for  a  fellow  to  dnb  himself  with  the  humorous  epithet  of  hang' 
man.  **  We  would  not  have  his  enemies  say  so.*'  Whether  the  Doctor 
has  a  hanging  look  or  no,  we  leave  others  to  determine.  We  are  certain 
he  is  in  no  danger  of  the  gallows  himself;  but  we  warn  him  to  take  care 
how  he  visits  Connecticut — ^he  may  chance  to  be  burnt  for  a  witch.  Wo 
gire  the  Doctor's  own  claim  to  his  Tgbum  tiiU. 

Now  since  ye  are  a  ruffian  crew. 

At  honeet  Jack  Ketch  ever  knew  ; 

Ab  tkreaie  nor  growHng  ehaUprohibU 

Msf  hanging  you  on  aaUre*9  gibbeL  Vide  Oostiye. 

*  JlUe  elumstf  Jailer  of  jackasses.]  As  this  line  partakes  of  the  true  Cos- 
tive obscurity,  we  beg  leave  to  explain.  There  is  no  intention  of  calling 
the  Doctor  a  jackass,  we  only  mean  that  he  makes  an  ass  of  Pegasus, 
and  even  when  on  poor  Pegasus  (so  degraded)  he  is  but  a  miserable 
rider.  His  trotting,  pacing,  nigglety-nagglety  lines,  put  us  often  in  mind 
of  that  pious  but  quaint  expression  about  the  **  devil  riding  rough  shod 
over  a  soul.'* 

'•  Half  a  poet.]  Oh,  fie  I  friend  Cockloft,  this  savors  of  sheer  envy. 
Were  there  any  doubts  of  the  Doctor's  being  a  whole  poet— aye,  and  a 
big  poet,  the  following  verse  would  set  them  at  rest.  It  shows  that  he  is 
a  complete  jockey  on  Pegasus ;  and  when  the  poor  nag  won*t  pace,  he*ll 
cudgel  him  as  soundly  as  he  does  his  own  brains : 

Yes,  we  were  'raptured  when  he  said 

We're  all  republican,  all  fed- 

Ral  fellow-citizens,  Americans, 

And  hoped  we'd  done  with  factions'  hurricanes  l^Coetive, 
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[Good  lack,  my  friends,  'twould  make  you  soon  " 
laugh, 

To  see  this  jolter-headed  moon-calf, 

From  Hudibras  his  honors  steal 

And  break  Sam  Butler  on  the  wheel.]  " 

« 

la  this  poetic  frenzy  (alias  idiotisin>,  or  is  it  turgid  stapidity  ?  Trdy 
it  is  as  smooth  as  a  pine-Iog  causeway ;  it  confirms  the  Doctor^s  right  to 
his  nr-Home^  and  can  only  be  matched  by  a  stave  from  the  Doctor's  con- 
temporary bard  and  rival  rhymester^  Searson— videlicet : 

/Vtwi  houu  to  hotue  §oon  took  my  clqMrtare, 
And  to  the  garden  looked  for  tweet  naturt, 
J%e  fishing  very  great  at  Mount  Vemom^ 
When  there  with  other  scenes  I  looked  i^xm. 
This  pleeuing  seat  hath  its  prospects  so  highj 
That  one  would  think  *twaa  for  astronomy, 
*  Twotdd  answer  for  an  observatory. 


t 

■  \ 


The  reader  will  perceive  the  similarity  in  taste,  style,  and  car  of  these 
rival  poets.  I  have  their  works  bound  up  together,  and  Minshuirs  into 
the  bargain.  It  shall  go  hard  but  they  shall  all  descend  the  gutter  of 
immortality  together. 

"  His  facsimile  famed  Toney.'\  The  Doctor^s  abusing  poor  Toney  Fas- 
quin,  brought  forcibly  to  our  recollection  the  vulgar  cant  saying  about 
the  pot  and  the  kettle.  Perhaps  no  two  of  the  great  poets  of  the  day 
are  more  alike,  in  most  particulars,  than  Doctor  Costive  and  honest  To- 
ney.  The  Doctor  is  a  true  poetic  blackguard— and  so  is  Toney.  Th« 
Doctor  is  an  adept  in  the  Billingsgate  vocabulary — so  is  Toney.  Tbe 
Doctor  has  bespattered  many  a  poor  devil  who  never  offended  him — eo 
has  Toney.  The  Doctor  has  written  a  book — so  has  Toney.  It  may  b« 
said  of  each  of  them  : 

'<  We  wiU  not  rake  the  dunghiUfor  his  cHmes, 
Who  knows  the  man  will  never  read  his  rhymes,*' 

The  only  particular  in  which  they  disagree  is,  that  Toney  has  occasion- 
ally been  convicted  of  saying  a  good  thinj: — the  pontic  stupidity  of  the 
Doctor  being  entirely  innocent  of  anything  of  the  kind. 
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Who  drags  like  snail  his  filthy  slime 
Through  many  a  ragged,  hobbling  rhyme, 
Then  calls  his  billingsgate — sarcastic  I 
His  drabbling  doggrcl — Hndibrastic  I 

Sbj,  alleging  that  what  ho  wanted  ia  years  he  made  up  in  bulk  ;  and 

^c  lacked  in  brains,  he  atoned  for  all  in  garbage. 

Did  f&r  hangman,  etc.]  IIow  the  Doctor  ever  came  to  stumble  on 

'**  Unhappy  idea,  we  are  at  a  lo!«  to  imaginc^it  U  an  odd  "  whim- 

'h*ni^»»  fQ,  ^  fellow  to  dnb  himself  with  the  humorous  epithet  of  hatig- 
*«H.  ••  yfe  would  not  have  his  enemies  say  so.*'  Whether  the  Doctor 
^*  •  hanging  look  or  no,  we  leave  others  to  determine.  Wo  are  certain 
^  ^  in  no  danger  of  the  gallows  himself;  but  we  warn  him  to  take  caro 

^^  he  visits  Connecticut — ^hc  may  chance  to  be  burnt  for  a  witch.  We 
^^Q  the  Doctor's  own  claim  to  his  Tgbum  title. 

Now  tinee  ye  are  a  rtuffian  erew^ 

Am  komut  Jack  Ketch  ever  knew  ; 

iVb  threaie  nor  growHng  duailprohibU 

Mif  hanging  you  on  $atire*8  gibbet.  Vide  Costive. 

T%ig  clmnugjolter  o/Jackassen.]  As  this  line  partakes  of  the  true  Cos- 

^  obscurity,  we  beg  leave  to  explain.     There  is  no  intention  of  calling 

^  I^octor  a  Jackass,  we  only  mean  that  he  makes  an  ass  of  Pegasus, 

^  Oven  when  on  poor  Pegasus  (so  degraded)  he  is  but  a  miserable 

^V".     Ilis  trotting,  pacing,  nlggloty-nagglety  lines,  put  us  often  in  mind 

^^t  pious  but  quaint  expression  about  the  "  devil  riding  rough  shod 

^^^^  a  soul.'' 

*  Hal/  a  poetJ]  Oh,  fie !  friend  Cockloft,  this  savors  of  sheer  envy. 

^^e  there  any  doubts  of  the  Doctor's  being  a  whole  poet— aye,  and  a 

^y  poet,  the  following  verse  would  set  them  at  rest.     It  shows  that  he  is 

^mpletc  jockey  on  Pegasus ;  and  when  the  poor  nag  won't  pace,  he'll 

^^d^l  him  as  soundly  as  he  does  his  own  brains : 

Tes,  we  were  'raptured  when  he  said 

We're  all  republican,  all  fed- 

Ral  fellow-citlsens,  Americans, 

And  hoped  wo*d  done  with  facUona*  YrarT\cMiea\^CQii\«%« 
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This  iwettest  witling  of  the  age,  '* 
This  hero,  hangman,  critic,  sage, " 
This  poet  of  five  hnndred  ponnd  ** 
Has  come  to  grace  onr  hapless  town. 
And  when  he  entered,  every  goose 
Began  to  cackle  like  the  deace  ; 
The  asses  brayed  to  one  another — 
Twslb  plain — ^the  creatures  smelt  a  brother. 

'*  At  big  as  an  eUpkant,]  There  is  more  tputh  than  poetrj  in  this 
compftrisoQ.  The  following  curious  anecdote  was  told  me  by  the  Doctor 
himself,  when  I  breakfasted  with  him  the  other  morning :  The  elephant 
which  travelled  lately  through  our  country,  was  shown  in  New  England ; 
two  simple  country  girls,  desirous  of  seeing  what  kind  of  a  beast  it  was, 
applied  for  admittance.  On  entering  the  room,  the  Doctor,  who  wai 
stooping  to  tie  his  shoe-string  with  his  back  toward  them,  was  for  a  mo- 
ment taken  for  the  elephant!  They  declared  it  was  a  clumsy  creature^ 
**  they  could  not  make  head  nor  tail  of  it."  Xo  wonder,  poor  things,  the 
critics  were  as  much  puzzled  themselves,  as  we  have  already  shown. 

'*  Sweetest  witling.'\  A  poetic  license,  the  Doctor  certainly  being  none 
of  the  sweetest  of  personages.  Many  a  fair  flower,  however,  springs  oat 
of  a  dung-hill — and  the  Doctor  is  not  the  first  poet  who  has  written  a 
wieet  song  in  **  marvellous  dirty  linen." 

"  ThU  hero^  hangman^  etc."] 

AU  hushed  in  mute  attention  tt<, 
To  hear  this  critic,  poet,  irif, 
Phiiosopher,  all,  ali  at  anee^ 
y  And  to  complete  them,  all  this  nuKCB.  ! 

Llotik 

'*  Five  hundred  pound,]  i.  e.  five  hundred  pounds  weight;  or  in  true 
avoirdupois,  4  cwt.  1  qu  24  lbs. 
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GENERAL  REMARK. 

Wb  have  endeavored  to  copy  the  Doctor's  style  and  manner 
as  correctly  as  possible  throughout  this  charming  poem  ;  the 
rkymts  are  chiefly  *'  filched "  from  his  own  labors^  and  jingle  as 
hannonionsly  as  sleigh  bells — like  him,  we  have  sometimes  risen 
and  sometimes  descended,  with  all  his  leaden  profundity.  Some 
poets  sip  in  the  heliconian  stream,  others  dabble  in  it.  The 
Doctor  exceeds  them  all — ^lie  has  a  true  poetic  diving  bell — 
plunges  boldly  to  the  bottom,  and  there  drabbles  in  the  mud 
like  a  flounder.  In  the  gallows  part  of  his  poem,  the  Doctor 
may  truly  be  said  to  rise  ;  and  in  our  touch  on  the  Hellion,  wo 
have  almost  equalled  those  profound  sinkings  of  his  genius, 
where  the  Doctor  even  descends  hdow  himself.  We  conclude 
with  harrowing  a  speech  from  old  Shakspeare — "  Give  me  thy 
band,"  Doctor,  "  I  am  sorry  I  beat  thee  ;  but  while  thou  livest, 
keep  a  good  tongue  in  thy  head." 

NOTICE. 

While  in  a  "  state  militant,"  waging  war  with  folly  and  stu- 
pidity, and  assailed  on  all  sides  by  a  combination  of  nincoms  and 
numsculls,  we  arc  gratified  to  find  that  our  careless  effusions 
have  received  the  approbation  of  men  of  wit  and  genius.  We 
have  expressed  heretofore  our  contempt  for  the  applause  of  the 
miUion,  but  we  confess  ourselves  ambitious  of  the  praises  the  few; 
we  have  read,  therefore,  with  infinite  self-congratulation  the 
encomiums  passed  on  our  productions  by  the  learned  and  liberal 
editor  of  the  "  People's  Friend."  The  attacks  of  that  billingsgate 
droll.  Dr.  Costive,  and  his  whole  North  River  fraternity,  could 
not  give  us  greater  delight.    We  also  publish  with  pride  the 
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following  Card  from  the  authors  of  "The  Ecno,^*  a  work 
which  we  have  commended  to  a  conspieaous  post  in  our  library, 
and  we  do  hereby  shake  its  authors  by  the  hand  as  a  set  of 
right  merry  wags,  choice  spirits,  and,  what  we  think  better  thsn 
ail,  genuine  humorists. 

CARD. 

"  The  authors  of '  The  Echo  '  send  a  copy  of  it  to  the  writen 
of  *  Salmagundi/  which  they  request  them  to  accept,  as  a  maik 
of  the  pleasure  they  have  received  firom  their  Cervantic  cffih 
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Sions. 

Now  we  are  in  the  humor  of  card  writing,  we  would  ai^nov- 
ledge  the  reception  of  several  effusions  in  prose  and  verse,  wbidi, 
though  they  do  great  credit  to  the  writers,  and  would  doubtks 
be  both  pleasing  and  instructing  to  the  public,  yet  do  not  cqim 
exactly  within  the  intention  of  our  work;  the  authors,  therefon^ 
will  excuse  our  not  publishing  them. 

We  have  likewise  received  a  note  written  in  a  French  hand, 
but  in  villainous  bad  English.  Will  Wizard  has  been  at  modi 
pains  to  decipher  it,  but  in  vain;  it  is  as  unintelligible  as  a 
Herculancan  manuscript.  He  has  discovered,  however,  that  it 
is  a  vindication  of  dancing,  together  with  a  long  eulogy  on  the 
pas  de  chat. 

As  a  considerable  part  of  this  paper  is  taken  up  with  a  st«- 
pid  subject,  viz.,  the  Doctor,  and  we  do  not  wish  that  oor 
readers  should  pay  for  '^ flummery"  merely,  we  have  directed 
our  publisher  to  give  them  eight  pages  extra ;  this  will  aooount 


*  The  famous  production  of  the  Hartford  wits,  Alsop,  Dinght,  Hop- 
kins &  Co. 
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for  tbe  nnosnal  size  of  the  present  number.  We  confess  we 
horrmiotd  this  idea,  among  many  others,  from  the  Doctor,  who 
lately  finding  that  his  readers  were  dissatisfied  with  the  contents 
of  his  '*  toeaklff^^  p&p^r,  endeavored  to  put  them  in  good  homor 
by  doabling  its  bulk  ;  this  he  waggishly  enough  terms  daubliiig 
the  doMe — oh,  the  droll  dog  I 
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NO.  V.-SATURDAT,  MAECH  7,  1807. 

FROM  MY  ELBOW-CHAIR. 

THE  following  letter  from  my  friend  Mnstapha  appeus  to 
have  been  written  some  time  subsequent  to  the  one  alresdj 
poblished.  Were  I  to  judge  from  its  contents,  I  should  soppose 
it  was  suggested  by  the  splendid  review  of  the  twenty-fifth  of 
last  November,  when  a  pair  of  colors  were  presented  at  the  City 
Uall,  to  the  regiments  of  artillery  ;  and  when  a  huge  dumer 
was  devoured  by  our  corporation,  in  the  honorable  remembrance 
of  the  evacuation  of  this  city.  I  am  happy  to  find  that  the 
laudable  s|)irit  of  military  emulation  which  prevails  in  our  citv 
has  attracted  the  attention  of  a  stranger  of  Mustapha*s 
sagacity  ;  by  military  emulation  I  mean  that  spirited  rivalry  in 
the  size  of  a  hat,  the  length  of  a  feather,  and  the  gingerbread 
finery  of  a  sword-belt. 


•  •  • 


LETTER  FROM  MUSTAPIIA  RUB  A-DFB  KELT  KHAX,  TO 
ABDALLAH  EB'X  AL  RAHAB,  SIRNAMEI)  THE  SNORER, 
MILITARY  8ENTINEL  AT  THE  GATE  OF  HIS  HIGHNESS' 
PALACE. 

THOU  hast  heard,  oh  Abdallah,  of  the  great  magician, 
Mi'LEY  Fuz,  who  could  change  a  blooming  land  blessed 
with  all  the  elysian  charms  of  hill  and  dale,  of  glade  and  grove, 
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of  fruit  and  flower,  into  a  desert,  frightfol,  solitary,  and  forlorn  ; 
who,  with  the  wave  of  his  wand  could  transfonn  even  the 
disciples  <^  Mahomet  into  grinning  a\^3  and  chattering  monkeys. 
Snrcly,  thought  I  to  myself  this  morning,  the  dreadful  Muley 
has  been  exercising  his  infernal  enchantments  on  these  unhappy 
infidels.  Listen,  oh  Abdallah,  and  wonder  I  Last  night  I 
committed  myself  to  tranquil  slumber,  encompassed  with  all  the 
monotonous  tokens  of  peace,  and  this  morning  I  awoke  enveloped 
in  the  noise,  the  bustle,  the  clangor,  and  the  shouts  of  war. 
Everything  was  changed,  as  if  by  magic.  An  immense  army 
bad  sprang  up,  like  mushrooms,  in  a  night,  and  nil  the  cobblers, 
taUors,  and  tinkers  of  the  city  had  mounted  the  nodding  plume  ; 
bid  become  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  helmeted  heroes  and 
irar-wom  veterans. 

Alarmed  at  the  beating  of  drums,  the  braying  of  trumpets, 
iod  the  shouting  of  the  multitude,  I  dressed  myself  in  haste, 
tallied  forth,  and  followed  a  prodigious  crowd  of  people  to  a 
)4ace  called  the  Battery.  Tliis  is  so  denomuiated,  I  am  told, 
Irom  having  once  been  defended  with  formidable  wooden  bul- 
warks, which  in  the  course  of  a  hard  winter  were  thriftily  pulled 
to  pieces  by  an  eearumic  corporation,  to  be  distributed  for  fire- 
^rood  among  the  poor  ;  this  was  done  at  the  hint  of  a  cunnuig 
old  engineer,  who  assured  them  it  was  the  only  way  in  which 
their  fortifications  would  ever  be  able  to  keep  up  a  warm  fire. 
EcoNOVT,  my  friend,  is  the  watch-word  of  this  nation  ;  I  have 
been  studying  for  a  month  past  to  divine  its  meaning,  but  truly 
un  as  much  perplexed  as  ever.  It  is  a  kind  of  national  starva- 
tion ;  an  experiment  how  many  comforts  and  necessaries  the 
l)ody  politic  can  be  deprived  of  before  it  perishes.  It  has 
already  arrived  to  a  lamentable  degree  of  debility,  and  promises 
to  share  the  fate  of  the  Arabian  philosopher,  who  proved  tk^it 
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be  rouid  livo  without  food,  bat  aDfortunatdy  ilto)  Jnst  ■>  be  Iwl 
bmitgitt  liis  experiment  to  j)eri«;tiiin. 

Oil  urriviiig  al  i!iu  Battvry,  I  Touutl  ua  luiiuoRBe  anny  of  «a 
BCS'iiRKi)  MKK,  dnwD  lip  io  n  true  Mumaliiuui  crc«ceat.  At  fird 
I  xappoeed  this  wu«  in  complinienl  tu  niysdf,  Init  my  inteiprcur 
informed  me  that  1  -rely  for  want  of  room ;  the 

corporution  uot  i>ci  il  tjirm  sufficient  to  dlfjilaj  ii 

•  Blr&ight  line.  ilixpluy  uf  sanus  grand  eiiiii- 

tiOQS  and  nulilaryiu  kruiined  to  ivm&iii  a  traoqiiil 

qiocttttor,  ID   ho|>cit  ;  posHJljly  collect  some  Uott 

which  might  lie  of  i  glitices. 

Thi£  great  bodj  had  wu  nodiir  the  conuniiid 

of  a  flmall  baihnw,  in  yeiiow  und  ^iil<I,   with  white  noililin^ 
plumes,  and  most  rurmiiklilc  whiskers  ;  wliifh,  L'uiilrurv  to  lljr 
Tnpiititau  fusliinu,  were  iti  the  uei^hborhood  of  his  ears  insteaJ    i 
of  his  noKc.     Ho  hwl  ttro  attendants  culled  aid-ile-eiLDips  (or    I 
tails),  being  similar  to  a  bashuw  with  two  tails.     The  basha*,     ( 
though   colnmllnder-in^■hie^.  seemiii  tu  have  little  more  to  do     . 
tliau  myself  ;  lie  was  a  spectator  within  the  Ymes,  and  I  withont ; 
he  was  clear  of  tlio  rabble  and  I  was  enconi|)a.«,scd  by  them ; 
this  was  the  only  difference  between  ng,  except  that  lie  had  tb* 
Ir'sI  npjiorlunily  of  showing  his  clothes.     1  waited  an  hour  ot 
two  with  exemplary  jwitienee,  expecting  to   see   some  grano 
military  crolutions  or  a  sham  buttle  exhibited  ;  bnt  no  sucb 
thing  took  place  ;  the  men  Btoixl  stock  still,  supporting  their 
'  arms,  jfroaning  mider  the  fatigues  of  war,  and  now  and  then 
sending  out  a  foraging  party  to  levy  contributions  of  beer  ajid* 
favorite  beverage  which  they  denominated  grog.     As  I  perceifri 
the  crowd  very  active  in  examining  the  line,  from  one  extrem* 
to  the  other,  and  as  I  could  see  no  other  porpoae  for  which  these 
Bunshinc  warriors  should  be  exposed  so  long  to  the  mercileffl 
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attacks  of  the  wind  and  weather,  I  of  coarse  concfaded  that 
this  most  be  the  review. 

In  aboat  two  hoars  the  armj  was  put  in  motion,  and  marched 
throagh  some  narrow  streets,  there  the  economic  corporation 
had  carefollj  provided  a  soft  carpet  of  mad,  to  a  magnificent 
castle  of  painted  brick,  decorated  with  grand  pillars  of  pine 
boards.  By  the  ardor  which  brightened  in  each  coantenance,  I 
aooa  perceived  that  this  castle  was  to  undergo  a  vigorous  attack. 
As  the  ordnance  of  the  castle  was  perfectly  silent,  and  as  they 
had  nothing  bat  a  straight  street  to  advance  throagh,  they  made 
their  approaches  with  great  courage  and  admirable  regularity, 
nntil  within  about  a  hundred  feet  of  the  castle  a  pump  opposed 
a  formidable  obstacle  in  their  way,  and  put  the  whole  army  to  a 
nonplus.  The  circumstance  was  sudden  and  unlookcd  for  :  the 
eommanding  officer  ran  over  all  the  military  tactics  with  which 
his  head  was  crammed,  but  none  offered  any  expedient  for  the 
present  awful  emergency.  The  pump  mauitained  its  post,  and 
so  did  the  commander  ;  there  was  no  knowing  which  was  most 
at  a  stand.  The  commanding  officer  ordered  his  men  to  wheel 
and  take  it  in  flank  ;  the  army  accordmgly  wheeled  and  came 
M  butt  against  it  in  the  rear,  exactly  as  they  were  before. 
"  Wheel  to  the  left  I"  cried  the  officer ;  they  did  so,  and  again  as 
before  the  inveterate  pump  intercepted  their  progress.  **  Right 
about  face  !"  cried  the  officer  ;  the  men  obeyed,  but  bungled — 
they  feuxd  back  to  back.  Upon  this  the  bashaw  with  two  tails, 
with  great  coolness,  undauntedly  ordered  his  men  to  push  right 
forward,  pelknell,  pump  or  no  pump  ;  they  gallantly  obeyed  ; 
after  unheardof  acts  of  bravery  the  pump  was  carried,  without 
the  loss  of  a  man,  and  the  army  firmly  intrenched  itself  under 
the  walls  of  the  castle.  The  bashaw  had  then  a  council  of  war 
with  his  officers  ;  the  most  vigorous  measures  were  resolved  on^ 
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All  advanced  guBrd  of  mnsicinns  were  ordered  to  Kttack  tl 
tic  without  mercy.  Then  the  wliote  band  opened  tt  mott  f 
tnendous  battery  of  drains,  fifes,  tambonrineK,  and  traiu[iet<,  i 
kept  up  a  thundering  aasault,  as  if  the  castle,  like  the  valla  nf 
Ji-'richo,  8])oken  of  in  the  Jewish  Chronicles,  would  tomhlc  do«ii 
at  the  blowing  of  nuns'  honiH,  After  some  time  a  parli'v 
ensued.  The  grand  bashaw  of  the  dty  appeared  ou  Ilie  baitli- 
meut«  of  the  castle,  and  as  far  as  I  conid  understand  bom  cir- 
cnmstances  dared  the  little  bashaw  of  two  tails  to  siojclo  roin- 
bat — this  thou  knowesl  was  iu  the  style  of  aucient  cUiTiUrj— 
the  little  bashaw  dismounted  with  great  intrepidity,  and  asccnd'i! 
tb«  battlements  of  the  castle,  where  the  great  liaehaw  waittil  I" 
receive  him,  attended  by  numerous  dignitaries  and  worthiis  "i 
bis  court,  one  of  whom  bore  the  Bplendid  banners  of  the  es-'ili 
Tlie  battle  was  carried  on  eiilirely  by  words,  according  la  the 
nnivorsal  custom  of  this  country,  of  wliich  I  shall  speak  to  tbre 
more  fully  hcrcaft«r.  The  grand  basluiw  made  a  fiiriDUS  atlwh 
in  a  speech  of  considerable  length  ;  the  little  bashaw,  bj  i' 
means  ap|)allcd,  retorted  with  gi'eat  spirit.  The  grand  basli^i ' 
attempted  to  rip  him  up  with  an  ai^ument.,  or  stun  him  with  » 
solid  fact  ;  but  the  little  bashaw  parried  tliem  both  with  tilmi- 
rable  adroitness,  and  run  him  clean  through  and  through  willi  n 
Byllogifim.  The  grand  Imshaw  was  overthrown,  the  btuincn  v! 
the  castle  yielded  up  tu  the  little  Imslmw,  and  the  casIIu  anm  h 
dered  after  a  vigorous  defence  of  three  hours,  during  which  tin 
besiegers  suffered  great  extremity  from  mnddy  strcebi  and  » 
drizzliug  atmosphere. 

On  returning  to  dinner  I  soon  discovered  that  aa  nnial  I  bui) 
becu  indulging  iu  a  great  mistake.  The  matter  was  ail  clearl; 
explained  to  mc  by  a  fellow-lodger,  who  on  onlinary  nccaBioM 
moves  iu  the  homble  ehuracter  of  a  tailor,  but  in  tlie  p 
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ioBtanoe.  figured  in  a  high  military  station,  denominated  corporal. 
He  informed  me  that  what  I  had  mistaken  for  a  castle  was  the 
qdendid  palace  of  the  mnnicipalitj,  and  that  the  supposed  attack 
was  nothing  more  than  the  delivery  of  a  flag  given  by  the  autho- 
rities^  to  the  army,  for  its  magnanimous  defence  of  the  town  for 
upward  of  twenty  years  past,  that  is,  ever  since  the  last  war  I 
Oh,  my  firiend,  surely  everything  in  this  country  is  on  a  great 

scale  I ^The  conversation  insensibly  turned  upon  the  military 

establishment  of  the  nation  ;  and  I  do  assure  thee  that  my 
friend,  the  tailor,  though  being,  according  to  a  national  proverb, 
but  the  ninth  part  of  a  man,  yet  acquitted  himself  on  military 
GCHdcems  as  ably  as  the  grand  bashaw  of  the  empire  himself. 
He  observed  that  their  rulers  had  decided  that  wars  were  very 
useless  and  expensive,  and  ill  befitting  an  economic,  philosophic 
nation  ;  they  had  therefore  made  up  their  minds  never  to  have 
any  wars,  and  consequently  there  was  no  need  of  soldiers  or 
military  discipline.  As,  however,  it  was  thought  highly  oma- 
mental  to  a  city  to  have  a  number  of  men  drest  in  fine  clothes 
and  feathers^  strutting  about  the  streets  on  a  holiday — and  as 
the  women  apd  children  were  particularly  fond  of  such  raree 
skotcM,  it  was  ordered  that  the  tailors  of  the  di£fereut  cities 
throughout  the  empire  should,  forthwith,  go  to  work,  and  cut 
oat  and  manufacture  soldiers  as  fast  as  their  shears  and  needles 
wonld  permit. 

These  soldiers  have  no  pecuniary  pay  ;  and  their  only  recom- 
pense for  the  immense  services  which  they  render  their  country, 
in  their  voluntary  parades,  is  the  plunder  of  smiles,  and  winks, 
and  nods  which  they  extort  from  the  ladies.  As  they  have  no 
opportunity,  like  the  vagrant  Arabs,  of  making  inroads  on  their 
neighbors :  and  as  it  is  necessary  to  keep  up  their  military  spirit, 
the  town  is  therefore  now  and  then,  but  particularly  on  two  days 
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of  the  year,  given  up  to  their  rava^.    The  &rraagemeuB 
contrived  with  admirable  address,  so  tliat  every  officer,  from  f 
bashan  down  to  the  drum-major,  the  chief  of  the  c 
mnsiciaos,  Bhall    have  liis  share  of  that  invalnable  booty,  Uw 
admiration  of  the  fair.     As  to  the  soldiers,  poor  aniraaU,  they, 
like  the  privates  in  all  great  armies,  have  to  bear  the  brunt  a 
danger  and  fatigue,  while  their  officers  receive  all  the  glory  • 
reward.     The  narrative  of  a  parade  day  will  exemplify  this  u 
clearly. 

The  chief  bashaw,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  authority,  orders  a 
grand  review  of  the  whole  army  at  two  o'clock.  The  bashaw 
with  two  tails,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  rape 
about,  as  greatest  man  on  the  field,  orders  the  army  to  a 
at  twelve.  Tlie  kiay,  or  colonel,  as  he  is  caile<l,  that  is,  ( 
mander  of  oue  hundred  and  twenty  men,  orders  his  regiment  or 
tribe  to  collect  one  mile  at  least  from  the  place  of  parade  at 
eleven.  Each  ea])tain,  or  fag-rag,  as  we  term  them,  com 
his  squad  U>  meet  at  ten  at  least  half  a  mile  from  the  regimen 
parade  ;  and  to  close  all,  the  chief  of  the  eunnchs  orders  ll 
iufenial  concert  of  fifes,  trumpets,  cymbals,  and  kettle^mnu  I 
assemble  at  ten  I  from  that  moment  the  city  receives  n 
All  is  noise,  hooting,  hulibuli,  and  combustion.  Every  « 
door,  crock,  and  loophole,  Ibim  the  garret  to  the  cdlsr,  fl 
crowded  with  the  fascinating  fair  of  all  ages  and  of  all  t 
plexious.  The  mistress  smiles  through  the  windows  of  tlie  dn 
ing-room  ;  the  chubby  charalxo-niaid  lolls  ont  of  the  attic  a 
mont,  and  a  host  of  sooty  wenches  roll  their  white  eyes  and  gi 
and  chatter  (Vom  the  cellar  door.  Every  nymph  seem 
to  yield  volnntarily  that  tribute  which  the  heroes  of  tl 
try  demanil.  First  strnts  the  chief  ennnch,  or  dram-fflt^or.i 
the  head  of  his  siible  band,  magnificently  arrayed  i 
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acftriet.    Alexander  hinmelf  could  not  have  spumed  the  earth 
more  snperblj.    A  host  of  ragged  boys  shoat  in  his  train,  and 
inflate  tlie  bosom  of  the  warrior  with  tenfold  self-complacencj. 
JLfter  he  has  rattled  his  kettle-drums  through  the  town,  and 
swelled  and  swaggered  like  a  turkej-cock  before  all  the  dingj 
Floras,  and  Dianas,  and  Junoes,  and  Didoes  of  his  acquaintance; 
lie  repairs  to  his  place  of  destination  loaded  with  a  rich  booty  of 
smiles  and  approbation.    Next  comes  the  Fag-rao,  or  captain, 
at  the  head  of  his  mighty  band,  consisting  of  one  lieutenant,  one 
ensig^t  or  mute,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  one  drummer, 
one  fifer,  and  if  he  has  any  privates  so  much  the  better  for  him- 
self.     In  marchiDg  to  the  regimental  parade,  he  is  sure  to  pad- 
dle through  the  street  or  lane  which  is  honored  with  the  resi- 
dence of  his  mistress  or  intended,  whom  he  resolutely  lays  under 
a  heavy  contribution.     Truly  it  is  delectable  to  behold  these 
lieroes,  as  they  march,  cast  side  glances  at  the  upper  windows  ; 
to  collect  the  smiles,  the  nods,  and  the  winks,  which  the  enrap- 
tured (Air  ones  lavish  profusely  on  the  magnanimous  defenders 
of  their  country. 

The  Fag-rags  having  conducted  their  squads  to  their  respec- 

tiTe  reghnents,  then  comes  the  turn  of  the  colonel,  a  bashaw  with 

no  tails,  for  all  eyes  are  now  directed  to  him  ;  and  the  fag-rags, 

and  the  eunuchs,  and  the  kettle-drummers,  having  had  their  hour 

of  notoriety,  are  confounded  and  lost  in  the  military  crowd. 

The  colonel  sets  his  whole  regiment  in  motion  ;  and  mounted  on 

a  mettlesome  charger,  frisks  and  fidgets,  and  capers,  and  plunges 

in  front,  to  the  great  entertainment  of  the  multitude,  and  the 

great  hazard  of  himself  and  his  neighbors.     Having  displayed 

himself,  his  trappings,  his  horse,  and  his  horsemanship,  he  at 

length  arrives  at  the  place  of  general  rendezvous  ;  blessed  with 

the  universal  admiration  of  his  country  women.    I  showld  \^t- 
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haps  mention  i)  sqnadron  of  liardy  veterans,  moat  of  whom  Imp 
Boen  a  deal  of  service  durini;  the  nineteen  or  twejity  vcars  of  their 
experieuce,  and  who,  most  gorgeonsly  eqnippcd  in  tight  green 
_  jackets  and  breeches,  trot  und  nmbic,  and  gallop  aud  scamper 
like  little  devils  through  prery  street  and  nook  and  comor  ai 
puke-hole  of  the  city,  to  the  great  dreed  of  alJ  old  pooplp, 
BOge  matrons  with  young  children.  Tiiifl  is  truly  sublime  1  | 
is  what  I  call  making;  a  mouulaiD  ont  of  a  mole-bill. 
friend,  on  what  a  great  scale  is  everything  done  in  this  counlrv 
It  is  ill  the  style  of  the  wandcriTig  Arabs  of  the  desert  El-tUt.  1  - 
a  village;  to  be  attacked,  or  a  hamlet  to  be  pinndereil,  the  whoir 
desert,  for  weeks  beforehand,  is  in  a  buzz :  snoh  mHrching  i 
connter-raarching,  cro  they  can  concentrate  their  ragged  for 
and  the  consequence  is,  that  before  they  can  bring  their  ti 
into  action,  the  whole  enterprise  is  blown. 

The  army  being  all  happily  collected  on  the  Buttery,  thoB 
porhapa,  two  hours  after  the  time  appointed,  it  is  now  the  ti 
of  the  bashaw  with  two  tails  to  distinguish  himself.  Ambition, 
my  friend,  is  impiitiiteil  alike  in  every  heart,  it  [tervodes  each 
bosom,  from  tlio  baahaw  to  the  drum-mfljor.  This  is  a  8«t(e 
truism,  nnd  I  tmst,  therefore,  it  will  not  be  disputtfl.  The 
ba.'ihaw,  fire<l  with  that  thirst  for  glory,  iiisepsralile  fmm  Ihc 
noble  miud,  is  anxioos  to  reap  a  fiiil  share  of  the  lanrels  of  W- 
day  and  bear  off  his  portion  of  female  planiler.  Tim  dmms  l>-:i' 
the  fifes  whistle,  the  standards  wave  proudly  in  the  air.  Ttn' 
signal  is  given  1  thunder  roars  the  cannon  I  away  goes  the 
bashaw,  and  away  go  tin-,  tails  |  The  review  tinishc<l,  cvolation* 
and  military  mantEnvrea  are  generally  dispnnsed  with  for  thn- 
excellent  reasons  :  first,  b«;au9o  the  army  known  vrry  liiM' 
alHint  them  ;  second,  l)ocaiise,  aa  the  country  has  iliitt^nnianl  t" 
n'miiiii  always  at  iieiict',  lliero  is  no  nccossity  fi 
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anjtliing  about  them  ;  and  third,  as  it  is  growing  late,  the 
bashaw  must  dispatch,  or  it  will  be  too  dark  for  him  to  get  his 
qaota  of  the  plunder.  He,  of  course,  orders  the  whole  army  to 
march  ;  and  now,  my  friend,  now  comes  the  tug  of  war,  now  is 
the  city  completely  sacked.  Open  fly  the  Battery  gates,  forth 
nllies  the  bashaw  with  his  two  tails,  surrounded  by  a  shouting 
body-g^uard  of  boys  and  negroes  I  then  pour  forth  his  legions, 
potent  as  the  pismires  of  the  desert  1  the  customary  salutations  of 
the  country  commence— these  tokens  of  joy  and  admiration  which 
BO  much  annoyed  me  on  first  landing  ;  the  air  is  darkend  with  old 
hats,  shoes,  and  dead  cats  ;  they  fly  in  showers  like  the  arrows 
of  the  Parthians.  The  soldiers,  no  ways  disheartened,  like  the 
intrefnd  followers  of  Leonidas,  march  gallantly  under  their  shade. 
On  they  push,  splash,  dash,  mud  or  no  mud.  Down  one  lane, 
up  another  ;  the  martial  music  resounds  through  every  street ; 
the  &ir  ones  throng  to  their  windows  ;  the  soldiers  look  every 
way  but  straight  forward.  "  Carry  arms  1"  cries  the  bashaw — 
"tan-ta  ra-ra,"  brays  the  trumpet — "rub-a-dub,''  roars  the 
drum — "hurraw,"  shout  the  ragamuffins.  The  bashaw  smiles 
with  exultation — every  fag-rag  feels  himself  a  hero — "  none  but 
the  brave  deserves  the  fair !"  Head  of  the  immortal  Amrou,  on 
what  a  great  scale  is  everything  in  this  country  I 

Ay,  but  youll  say,  is  not  this  unfair  that  the  officers  should 

diare  all  the  sports  while  the  privates  undergo  all  the  fatigue  ? 

truly,  my  friend,  I  indulged  the  same  idea,  and  pitied  from  my 

heart  the  poor  fellows  who  had  to  drabble  through  the  mud  and 

the  mire,  toiling  under  ponderous  cocked  hats,  which  seemed  as 

Unwieldy,  and  cumbrous,  as  the  shell  which  the  snail  lumbers 

along  on  his  back.     I  soon  found  out,  however,  that  they  have 

tbeir  quantum  of  notoriety.    As  soon  as  the  army  is  dismissed, 

the  dty  swarms  with  little  scouting  parties,  vrho  &c^  q^  >(Xi€\t 
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guns  lit  eveiT  corner,  to  iho  great  delight  of  all  tho  ironw 
ehildren  in  their  viciuily  ;  and  woe  unto  anj  dog,  or  pig,  o 
tlial  falls  in  the  way  of  these  inagtiaiumoas  warriors  ;  thejr  ■ 
shown  uo  quarter.  Evi^ry  gentle  swain  repairs  to  pass  i 
croujng  at  tlie  feet  of  his  dulcinea,  ,lo  play,  "  the  go)di<^r  lindifl 
war's  alarms,"  and  to  captivate  her  with  the  glare  of  his  n 
mentals  ;  excepting  stinie  ambitious  heroes  who  strat  bt  I 
theatre,  flame  away  in  the  front  boxes,  and  hector  ercry  | 
apple-woman  in  the  lobbies. 

Such,  my  friend,  is  the  gigantic  genins  of  this  nation,  i 
faculty  for  swellmg  np  nothings  into  importaoee.     Oar  h 
of  Tripcili  will  review  hi^  troo^e  of  some  thousands,  by  an  « 
hour  in  the  morning.   Here  a  review  of  ^x  hundred  men  is  n 
the  mighty  work  of  a  day  I  with  ns  a  1>aghaw  of  two  t 
never  Qpi>ointcd  to  a  command  of  letia  than  ten  tbonsaod  n 
but  here  we  beliold  every  grade,  from  the  bashaw  down  to  I 
dnim-major,  in  a  force  of  !e«3  than  one-tenth  of  tho  e 
By  the  beard  of  Mabomet  1  but  cverTthlng  hen  ia  Indeed  on  a 
great  scale.  


BT  ANTHONY  EVEBGBEEN,  GENT„) 

I  WAS  not  a  litlle  gurpriseil  the  other  moming  I 
from  Wilt  Wizard  that  I  would  aroompony  him  llial  • 

!ng  to   Mrs, '3  ball.     Tlic  roquest  was  simple  e 

itself,  it  waa  only  Bingnlnr  ns  coming  from  Will ;  of  all  J 
ocriunintance,  Wizard  is  tlic  leu.'^t  utleulahnl  and  disixwtd  totm 
Eocipty  of  La>Ii«! — not  that  ho  dislikes  their  company;  1 
contrary,  like  every  man  of  pith  and  marrow,  he  ia  ft  J 
admirer  of  t\\ft  w x  ■,  aui  WX  \v.  Wws.  twro.  a  poet,  1 
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nndoubtedlj  have  bespattered  and  be-rhymed  some  bard  named 
goddess,  until  she  became  as  famous  as  Petrarch's  Laura,  or  Wal- 
ler's Sacharissa ;  but  Will  is  such  a  confounded  bungler  at  a 
,  bow,  has  so  many  odd  bachelor  habits,  and  finds  it  so  trouble- 
some to  be  gallant,  that  he  generally  prefers  smoking  his  cigar 
and  tellii^  his  stories  among  cronies  of  his  own  gender — and 
thundering  long  stories  they  are,  let  me  tell  you  ;  set  Will  once 
»f^ing  about  China  or  Crim  Tartary,  or  the  Hottentots,  and 
heaven  help  the  poor  victim  who  has  to  endure  his  prolixity  ;  he 
might  better  be  tied  to  the  tail  of  a  jack-oMantcm.     In  one 
irord — ^Will  talks  like  a  traveller.     Being  well  acquainted  with 
his  character,  I  was  the  more  alarmed  at  his  inclination  to  visit 
a  party  ;  siuce  he  has  often  assured  me,  that  he  considered  it  as 
equivalent  to  being  stuck  up  for  three  hours  in  a  steam  engine. 
I  even  wondered  how  he  had  received  an  invitation  ;  this  he  soon 
iocounted  for.     It  seems  Will,  on  his  last  arrival  from  Canton, 
had  made  a  present  of  a  case  of  tea  to  a  lady  for  whom  he  had 
once  entertained  a  sneaking  kmdness  when  at  grammar  school ; 
and  she  in  return  had  invited  him  to  come  and  drink  some  of  it ; 
a  cheap  way  enough  of  paying  off  little  obligations.     I  readily 
acceded  to  Will's  proposition,  expecting  much  entertainment  from 
his  eccentric  remarks  ;  and  as  he  has  been  absent  some  few 
yean,  I  anticipated  his  surprise  at  the  splendor  and  elegance  of 
%  modem  rout. 

On  calling  for  Will  in  the  evening,  I  found  him  full  dressed, 
waiting  for  me.  I  contemplated  him  with  absolute  dismay.  As 
lie  still  retained  a  spark  of  r^ard  for  the  lady  who  once  reigned 
in  his  affections,  he  had  been  at  unusual  pains  in  decorating  his 
3>eTaon,  and  broke  upon  my  sight  arrayed  in  the  true  style  that 
prevailed  among  our  beaux  some  years  ago.  His  hair  was 
turned  np  and  tufted  at  the  top,  frizzled  out  at  Wve  eox^^  ^  ^"c^ 
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fusion  of  powder  puffed  over  tlie  wbole,  and  a  long-  plaited 
Gnuiig  gnu/LTullj  from  Blionlder  to  Ebouldcr,  deseribiog  »  }ili 
uig  semicircle  of  powder  Hnd  pomutntn.  His  cloret^oloml 
was  decomtod  with  a  profn^oD  of  gilt  buttons,  and  rvavbed  l<> 
liis  ailves,  Uia  white  casimere  Bmiill<Iothcs  were  so  tight  that 
be  seemed  to  have  grown  up  in  them  ;  sui]  liis  poDilerons  Icg^ 
which  arc  ttic  Ihiekcst  part  of  his  body,  were  bcantifullj  clotM!] 
iu  sky-blue  silk  stockings,  once  considered  bo  becoming.  Bol 
above  all,  he  prided  himself  upon  hia  waistcoat  of  China  silk, 
which  might  almost  bare  served  a  good  honsewife  for  n  tihort- 
gown  ;  and  be  boasted  that  tbc  roses  and  tuh'ps  upon  It  wen- 
Hie  work  of  Navg-Fcm.  daughter  of  the  great  CMtt-CMn-Fmi, 
wtio  bad  fullcn  in  lore  with  the  graces  ofbia  pcnoa,  and  sent  it 
to  liim  as  a  parting  present  ;  he  assured  mc  she  wiu  &  icmarfc- 
able  beauty,  with  sweet  obliquity  of  eyes,  and  a  foot  do  I&rger 
than  tbc  tliuinb  of  au  alderman  ;  be  then  dilated  most  copiindr 
on  his  silver-sprigged  dickey,  which  he  assured  me  waa  quite 
rage  among  tbo  dasliing  young  mandarins  of  Canton. 

I  hold  it  an  ill-ualun-d  office  to  put  any  m&n  out  of 
witb  )iim)«;lf  ;  so,  though  I  would  willingly  have  mnido  a 
alteration   in   my  friend   Wizard's  picturesque  costume, 
politely  complimented  bim  on  hia  rakii^b  appearai 

On  entering  the  room  I  kept  a  good  look-out  on  Will,  expect- 
ing to  see  him  exhibit  signs  of  Burpriso  ;  bnt  he  is  one  of  tluw 
knowing  fellows  who  arc  never  sorprised  at  auything,  or  al 
will  never  acknowledge  it.     Ho  took  his  stand  in  tbo  middbi  < 
the  floor,  playing  witb  bis  great  steel  watch-«haiu  •  and  t( 
round  on  the  company,  the  famiture,  and  the  pictnrea,  wiUi  iIm 

air  of  a  man  "  who  has  seen  d d  finer  things  iu  his  time 

And  to  my  utter  confusion  and  dismay,  I  saw  bini  coolly  pull  o<tl 
ius  villuinoua  uW  jaYia.\iii^  Wn'MSio-boi,  omamentcd  with 


n 
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tie,  a  pipe,  and  a  scuryj  motto,  and  help  himself  to  a  quid  in 
&ax  of  all  the  company. 

I  knew  it  was  all  in  vain  to  find  fault  with  a  fellow  of  Will's 
Socratic  turn,  who  is  ncTcr  to  be  put  out  of  humor  with  himself; 
so,  after  he  had  given  his  box  its  prescriptive  rap  and  returned 
It  to  his  pocket,  I  drew  him  into  a  corner  where  we  might  observe 
the  company  without  being  prominent  objects  ourselves. 

"  And  pray  who  is  that  stylish  figure,''  said  Will,  "  who  blazes 
away  in  red,  like  a  volcano,  and  who  seems  wrapped  in  flames 
like  a  fiery  dragon  ?"  That,  cried  I,  is  Miss  LArREUA  Dashawat 
— she  is  the  highest  flash  of  the  ton — has  much  wliim  and  more 
eccentricity,  and  has  reduced  many  an  unhappy  gentleman  to 
stupidity  by  her  charms  ;  you  see  she  holds  out  the  red  flag  in 
token  of  "  no  quarter."     "  Then  keep  me  safe  out  of  the  sphere 
of  her  attractions,"  cried  Will,  "  I  would  not  e'en  come  in  con- 
tact with  her  train,  lest  it  should  scorch  me  like  the  tail  of  a 
comet.     But  who,  I  beg  of  you,  is  that  amiable  youth  who  is 
handing  a  young  lady,  and  at  the  same  time  contemplating  his 
sweet  person  in  a  mirror  as  he  passes  ?"    His  name,  said  I,  is 
BiLLT  Dimple  ;  he  is  a  universal  smiler,  and  would  travel  from 
Dan  to  Beersheba  and  smile  on  everybody  as  he  passed.  Dimple 
is  a  slave  to  the  ladies — a  hero  at  tea-parties,  and  is  famous  at 
the  piroudU  And  the  pigeon-wing;  a  fiddle-stick  is  his  idol,  and  a 
dance  his  elysium.     "  A  very  pretty  young  gentleman,  truly," 
Wed  Wizard,  "  he  remmds  me  of  a  contemporary  beau  at  Hayti. 
tea  must  know  that  the  magnanimous  Dessalines  gave  a  great 
1^11  to  his  court  one  fine  sultry  summer's  evening  ;  Dessy  and 
tie  were  great  cronies — ^hand  and  glove — one  of  the  most  conde- 
scending great  men  I  ever  knew.     Such  a  display  of  black  and 
rellow  beauties !  such  a  show  of  Madras  handkerchiefs,  red 
:>ead8,  cocks'  tails  and  peacocks'  feathers  I — it  was,  as  here,  who 
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ehonld  veor  tlic  lii};hest  tfl)>-kDot,  dn^  the  I< 
eshibit  the  greatest  Tariety  of  tomhs,  colors,  uitl  grw-gaws, 
tbc  middle  or  tht^  rout,  when  all  was  bozz,  slipslop,  crack, 
jfcrfump,  who  should  enter  but  Ti-cKV  Squash  !  The 
henutiex  Iilushed  blae,  and  the  black  oues  blushed  as  red  aa 
could,  with  pleasuri';  and  there  was  a  nnirersal  agitation  of 
every  eye  bright«ued  and  whitened  to  sec  Tucky  ;  for  be  traa 
pride  of  the  cunri,  the  pink  uf  courtesy,  Uie  mimir  of  fashion, 
adoration  of  all  the  sable  fair  ones  of  Uayli.  Such  breadl 
noae,  such  exul»erance  of  lip  1  hia  sliins  had  the  trne  ei 
curve  ;  hia  face  in  daueini;  shime  like  a  kettle  ;  and,  pro< 
jon  kept  to  windward  of  him  in  summer,  I  do  uut  ktii 
Bwcftcr  youth  in  all  Hayti  than  Tueky  f^quueh.  When 
laughed,  there  appeared  from  ear  lo  ear  a  ehevaux-de-frin 
teeth,  that  rivalled  the  shark's  in  whitenes^^  ;  be  could  w1 
like  a  northwester  ;  play  on  a  three-stringcil  fiddle  like  A] 
and  as  to  dancing,  no  Liong  Island  negro  could  sliafD 
'double  trouble,'  or  'hoe  com  and  dig  potatoes'  more 
tifically — in  ^hort,  ho  was  a  second  Lothario.  And  tte  < 
nynipliG  of  Hayti,  one  and  all,  declared  him  a  perpetual  Ai 
Tncky  walked  about,  whistling  to  himself,  without 
anybody  ;  and  his  lumeAnliiHa  was  irresistible." 

I  found  Will  had  got  neck  and  heela  into  one  of  his  tisi 
stories  ;  and  there  is  no  knowing  how  far  he  would  have  nm  Ui 
parallel  betveen  Billy  Dimple  and  Tuoky  Stjoash,  had  tiot  tlw 
mu^ie  struck  np  from  an  adjoining  apartment,  and  GnmiDoiNd  (fr 
Com[iany  to  the  dance.  Tlic  sound  seemed  to  hare  aa  iusfiiiu:: 
effect  on  honest  Will,  and  he  jirocunxl  the  haad  of  an  ui-i 
Bcrguaintauce  for  a  country  dance.  It  hafipenvd  to  tn  (be  kb- 
ionable  one  of  "  the  dcTtl  among  the  tulors,"  wlikh  is  »  TociC^ 
rously  demanded  at  every  b&U  and  assembly  ;  aa 
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gown,  and  many  an  nnfortonate  toe  did  rno  the  dancing  of  that 
night ;  for  Will  thundered  down  the  dance  like  a  coach  and  six, 
sometimes  right,  sometimes  wrong  ;  now  running  over  half  a  score 
of  little  Frenchmen,  and  now  making  sad  inroads  into  ladies' 
cobweb  mnslins  and  spangled  tails.   As  every  part  of  Will's  body 
partook  of  the  exertion,  he  shook  from  Ins  capacious  head  such 
volumes  of  powder  that,  like  pious  iBneas  on  his  first  interview 
with  Queen  Dido,  he  might  be  said  to  have  been  enveloped  in 
a  clond«    Nor  was  WUl's  partner  an  insignificant  figure  in  the 
scene  ;  she  was  a  young  lady  of  most  voluminous  proportions, 
that  quivered  at  every  skip ;  and  being  braced  up  in  the  fashion- 
able style,  with  whalebone,  stay-tape,  and  buckram,  looked  like 
an  apple-pudding  tied  in  the  middle  ;  or,  taking  her  flaming  dress 
into  consideration,  like  a  bed  and  bolsters  rolled  up  in  a  suit  of 
red  curtains.    The  dance  finished,  I  would  gladly  have  taken 
Will  off  ;  but  no— he  was  now  in  one  of  his  happy  moods,  and 
there  was  no  doing  anything  with  him.     He  insisted  on  my 
introducing  him  to  Miss  Sophy  Sparkle,  a  young  lady  unrivalled 
for  playful  wit  and  innocent  vivacity,  and  who,  like  a  brilliant, 
adds  lustre  to  the  front  of  fashion.    I  accordingly  presented  him 
^o  her,  and  began  a  conversation  in  which,  I  thought,  he  might 
^ke  a  share  ;  but  no  such  thing.     Will  took  his  stand  beside 
'^Qr,  straddling  like  a  Colossus,  with  his  hands  in  his  pockets,  and 
^t^  air  of  the  most  profound  attention  ;  nor  did  he  pretend  to 
*^pen  his  lips  for  some  time,  until,  upon  some  lively  sally  of  hers, 
'^^  electrified  the  whole  company  with  a  most  intolerable  burst 
^r  laughter.    What  was  to  done  with  such  an  incorrigible  fel- 
low 1     To  add  to  my  distress,  the  first  word  he  spoke  was  to  tell 
^^!(is8  Sparkle  that  something  she  had  said  reminded  him  of  a 
circumstance  that  happened  to  him  in  China  ;  and  at  it  he  went 
the  true  traveller  style — described  the  Chinese  mo(k  ol  vt*d.\Aw^ 
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rice  with  cho|)-«tklLi ;  entered  bilo  k  Ioi^  eolDfrtiun  on  the  nc- 
cnleiit  qualities  of  boiled  iHrd'i  nesU  ;  and  I  made  my  osCMpe  at 
tbe  very  moniirDt  wiiin  be  wm  c<d  the  point «(  eqiuttiiig  doim  on 
the  UtKir,  to  Ktiow  Luw  the  Kttls  ChinoM  Jn*i*t  at  croa»4esg«d. 


THOU( 
Withoi 


■MlOUOn  J  wn  the  Mil  of  Bfe, 

ithout  tbe  i-iirnftirt  of  u  wifi>; 
Anil  ihoTi^Hi  I  iLi^'t-r  ii  hdpiiuito  i-liosc, 
Ti>  «t'K'k  my  liousc  ami  im-nA  my  lione  ; 
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AikI  spruiji'  tiiL-  lip  vii  Siiit<)»y  morn  ; 
Stilliiol  Inve  111.' gHillf  wx, 
And  still  with  fares  my  lirain  imtjiIcx, 
To  kvop  tin.'  fair  oii.'s  of  lln'  a^:e 
UiiKiilliwl  as  tin-  .-[xilli^RS  jHi'TC  ; 
All  i>nr(',  all  simj.li-,  all  rvriixMl, 
Tln-sw.-<-li>st  ■-.ila.vordiiitikiMil. 
I  llalclll<■luo»■il.M^liollsj,•^t 
To  bfiiiily's  inoiii'St  ear  addrt-M, 
Ami  hold  that  frowns  Kliouid  nvTcr  fall 
To  Hiei-k  each  smootli,  tint  fiilsoTiic  tait 
Hilt  lie  wliosc  iinjiious  jicn  should  dare 
Invade  the  mor.Lls  of  thu  fair  ; 
To  taiiit  that  purity  divine 
WliieU  rUomW  eai:\i  fcmak  lioart  enshrii 
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Though  soft  his  yidons  strains  should  swell, 
As  those  which  erst  from  Gabriel  fell. 
Should  yet  be  held  aloft  to  shame, 
And  foul  dishonor  shade  his  name. 
Judge  then,  my  friends,  of  my  surprise, 
The  ire  that  kindled  in  my  eyes. 
When  I  relate,  that  t'other  day 
I  went  a  morning  call  to  pay. 
On  two  yonng  nieces  ;  just  come  down 
To  take  the  polish  of  the  town  : 
By  which  I  mean  no  more  or  less 
Than  d  la  Frangaise  to  undress  ; 
To  whirl  the  modest  waltz'  rounds, 
Taught  by  Duport  for  snug  ten  pounds. 
To  thump  and  thunder  through  a  song. 
Play  fortes  soft  and  iUdces  strong  : 
Exhibit  loud  piano  feats, 
Caught  from  that  crotchelrhero,  Meetz  ; 
To  drive  the  rose-bloom  from  the  face. 
And  fix  the  lily  in  its  place  ; 
To  doff  the  white,  and  in  its  stead 
To  bounce  about  in  brazen  red. 
While  in  the  parlor  I  dclay'd 
Till  they  their  persons  had  array'd, 
A  dapper  volume  caught  my  eye. 
That  on  the  window  chanced  to  lie  : 
A  book 's  a  friend — I  always  choose 
To  turn  its  pages  and  peruse  ; 
It  proved  those  poems  known  to  fame 
For  praising  every  cyprian  dame  ; 
The  bantlings  of  a  dapper  youth. 
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Renown'ii  for  gratitude  and  tnitli ; 
A  littic  pcGt,  hight  Tomiv  M(ii>rk, 
Wto  bopp'd  and  Bkifp'd  our  country  o'er  ; 
Who  Eipp'd  our  tea  and  lived  on  sope, 
Revcll'd  on  syllabubs  and  slops, 
And  when  his  brain,  of  cobweb  fine. 
Was  fuddled  with  five  drwps  of  wine. 
Would  all  his  puny  loves  rehearse, 
And  many  a  maid  debauch — in  Terse. 
Surprised  to  meet  in  open  view, 
A  book  of  such  lasdvions  hue, 
I  chid  my  nieces — but  they  say, 
Tis  all  the  passion  of  the  day  ; 
That  many  a  fashionable  belle 
Will  with  enraptured  accents  dwell 
On  the  sweet  norrmn  she  has  found 
In  this  delicioai,  curst,  compound  1 
Soft  do  the  tinkling  num)>ers  roll, 
And  lure  to  vice  the  unthinking  soul  ; 
Tliey  tempt  by  softer  BOun^Ls  away. 
They  lead  entranced  tlic  heart  astray  ; 
And  Satan's  doctrine  sweetly  aing, 
As  with  a  seraph's  heavenly  atring. 
Snch  Eonnds,  so  good,  old  Homer  sung, 
Once  warbled  from  the  Siren's  tongue  ; 
Sweet  melting  tones  were  heard  to  ponr 
Along  Ansonia's  aun^ilt  stiore  ; 
Seilnctirc  strains  in  Kthcr  11  oat, 
And  every  wild  deceitful  note 
That  could  the  yielding  heart  aasfttl. 
Were  wafte<l  on  the  breathing  gale  ; 
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And  eyerj  gentle  accent  bland 
To  tempt  Ulysses  to  their  strand. 

And  can  it  be  this  book  so  base, 
Is  laid  on  every  window  case  ? 
Oh  I  fair  ones,  if  you  will  profane 
Those  breasts  where  heaven  itself  should  reign; 
And  throw  those  pure  recesses  wide, 
Where  peace  and  virtue  should  reside. 
To  let  the  holy  pile  admit 
A  guest  unhallowed  and  unfit ; 
Pray,  like  the  frail  ones  of  the  night, 
Who  hide  their  wanderings  from  the  light, 
So  let  your  errors  secret  be. 
And  hide,  as  least,  your  fault  from  me  ; 
Seek  some  by-comer  to  explore 
The  smooth  polluted  pages  o'er  : 
There  drink  the  insidious  poison  in, 
There  silly  nurse  your  souls  for  sin  : 
And  while  that  purity  yon  blight 
Which  stamps  you  messengers  of  light. 
And  sap  those  mounds  the  gods  bestow, 
To  keep  you  spotless  here  below  ; 
Still  in  compassion  to  our  race, 
Who  joy,  not  only  in  the  face. 
But  in  that  more  exalted  part. 
The  sacred  temple  of  the  heart ; 
Oh  !  hide  forever  from  our  view. 
The  fatal  mischief  you  pursue  : 
Let  MEN  your  praises  still  exalt, 
And  none  but  angels  mourn  your  fault. 
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FROM  MY  ELBOW-CHAIR. 


TnE  Cotkloft  family,  of  which  I  have  made  such  freqacn 
raentioD,  U  of  great  antiquity,  if  there  be  any  truth  in  t' 
gcoealogical  tree  which  hangs  up  in  my  cousin's  library, 
trace  their  descent  from  a  celebrated  Roman  knight,  coo 
the  progenitor  of  hie  majesty  of  Britain,  who  left  his  natifl 
coaatry  on  occasion  of  some  di^ust,  and  coming  into  Wal 
became  a  great  favorite  of  Prince  Madoc,  and  accompanied  thi 
famous  Argonaut  in  tlio  voyagrc  which  ended  in  the  discovery  a 
tliis  continent.     Though  n  member  of  the  family,  I  have  s 
limes  ventured  to  doubt  the  authenticity  of  this  ]irtrtion  of  thd| 
annals,  to  the  great  vexation  of  Cousin  Christoplter,  who  ^ 
looked  up  to  as  the  head  of  oor  house,  and  who,  thongh  i 
orthodox  as  a  bishop,  would  sootier  give  np  the  whole  decalog 
than  lop  oiT  a  single  limb  of  the  family  tree.     From  time  imm 
morial,  it  has  been  the  rule  for  the  Cochlofta  to  marry  o 
■*  their  own  name  ;   and.  as  they  always  bred  like  rabbits,  t 
family  bos  increased  and  multiplied  like  that  of  Adam  and  Ei| 
In  truth,  their  iiomber  is  almost  incredible  ;  and  you  > 
go  into  any  part  of  the  con ntrj' without  starting  a 
^nuine  Cocklofta.     Every  person  of  the  least  ol>servaUoQ  f 
experience,  most  have  observed  that  where  this  practice  of  in 
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lying  consiiifly  and  second  coosins,  prevails  in  a  family,  every 

member,  in  the  course  of  a  few  generations,  becomes  qaeer, 

hamorooB,  and  original ;  as  mach  distingoished  from  the  common 

race  of  mongrels  as  if  he  was  of  a  different  species.    This  has 

happened  in  onr  family,  and  particularly  in  that  branch  of  it  of 

which   Mr.  Christopher  Cockloft,  or,  to  do  him  justice,  Mr. 

Christopher  Cockloft,  Esq.,  is  the  head.     Christopher  is,  in  fact, 

the  only  married  man  of  the  name  who  resides  in  town  ;  his 

family  is  small,  having  lost  most  of  his  children,  when  young, 

by  the  excessive  care  he  took  to  bring  them  up  like  vegetables. 

This  was  one  of  his  first  whim-whams,  and  a  confounded  one  it 

was ;  as  his  children  might  have  told,  had  they  not  fallen  victims 

to  this  experiment  before  they  could  talk.    He  had  got  from 

some  quack  philosopher  or  other,  a  notion  that  there  was  a 

complete    analogy   between    children    and    plants,   and    that 

ihej  ought  to  be  both  reared  alike.     Accordingly  he  sprinkled 

them  every  morning  with  water  ;  laid  them  Qut  in  the  sun,  as  he 

did  his  geraniums  ;   and,  if  the  season  was  remarkably  dry, 

repeated  thid  wise  experiment  three  or  four  times  of  a  morning. 

The  consequence  was,  that  the  poor  little  souls  died  one  after 

the  other,  except  Jeremy  and  his  two  sisters  ;  who,  to  be  sure, 

^re  a  trio  of  as  odd,  runty,  mummy-looking  originals  as  ever 

Hogarth  fancied  in  his  most  happy  moments.    Mrs.  Cockloft, 

the  larger  if  not  the  better  half  of  my  cousin,  often  remonstrated 

Against  this  vegetable  theory  ;  and  even  brought  the  parson  of 

%he  parish,  in  which  my  cousin's  country  house  is  situated,  to 

lier  aid  ;  but  in  vain  :  Christopher  persisted,  and  attributed  the 

Tailure  of  his  plan  to  its  not  having  been  exactly  conformed  to. 

JLs  I  have  mentioned  Mrs.  Cockloft,  I  may  as  well  say  a  little 

more  about  her  while  I  am  in  the  humor.     She  is  a  lady  of 

wonderful  notability,  a  warm  admirer  of  shining  mahogany^ 
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cloan  hearths,  and  h^r  hasbtrnd ;  vlio  she  coDgiders  t 
man  b  the  world,  bating  Will  Wiaard  and  the  piirson  c 
parish  ;  the  last  of  wiiom  is  her  oraiJu  on  all  wcbModb. 
gocH  couslantly  to  church  every  Sunday  and  Saint's-day ;  and 
insists  upon  it  that  no  man  is  eutillvd  to  ascend  a  pulpit  nulces 
he  has  bt^ii  ortlainod  liy  a  bishop  ;  nay,  so  for  docs  she  con^ 
bcr  orthodoxy,  that  all  the  argumout  in  the  world  will  ne^fl 
pcrsimdc  her  that  a  FrcNbyterian  or  Baptist,  or  evcu  a  Calriid^| 
bos  any  possible  chance  of  going  to  Ilcuvcn.  Abovo  ^vt^l 
thing  (Abc,  however,  she  abhors  paganism  ;  can  scarcely  rrfr^^H 
froni  laying  violent  hands  on  a  pantheon  when  she  meets  <*l^| 
it ;  and  was  very  nigh  going  into  hysterics,  when  niy  co^^| 
insisted  one  of  his  boys  should  be  christened  after  our  laaroiJ^| 
because  the  parson  of  the  parish  had  told  her  that  Pindar  was  i^M 
name  of  a  pagan  writer  ;  famous  for  his  love  of  boxing  mstcb^l 
wrestling,  and  horse-racing.  To  sum  up  all  her  qnalificatlonsj^| 
the  shortest  [lossible  way,  Kirs.  Cockloft  is,  in  the  trae  senaa^H 
the  phrase,  a  good  sort  of  woman  ;  and  I  oflen  congratnlate  ^^| 
cousin  on  possessing  her.  The  rest  of  the  family  ooosista  ^| 
Jeremy  Cockloft,  the  younger,  who  has  already  been  tncntioi^H 
and  the  two  Miss  Cocklofts,  or  rather  the  young  ladi(«,  m  tl^| 
hare  been  called  by  the  servants  time  out  of  miud  ;  not  U^| 
they  arc  really  young,  the  younger  being  somewhat  on  the  Bhd^| 
siilu  of  thirty,  but  it  has  ever  t>een  the  custom  to  coll  eTC|H 
member  of  the  family  young  under  fifty.  In  the  soatht^H 
corner  of  the  house,  I  hold  qniet  possession  of  an  old-&i^ioai^| 
apartment,  where  myself  and  my  elbow-chair  are  BuSered-^H 
amuse  ounwlves  undisturlwd,  sare  at  meal-times.  This  ipM^I 
nient  old  Cockloft  has  facetiously  denominated  Cousin  LsniMi^l 
paradise  ;  and  the  good  old  gentleman  has  two  or  three  IaV«(^| 
jokes  about  it,  which  are  served  np  as  regularly  as  the  Itudi^l 
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fiunilj  dish  of  beef-fiteaks  and  onions,  which  every  day  maintains 
its  station  at  the  foot  of  the  table,  in  defiance  of  mutton,  poultry, 
<H*  even  yenison  itself. 

Though  the  family  is  apparently  small,  yet  like  most  old 
establishments  of  the  kind  it  does  not  want  for  honorary  mem- 
bers.    It  is  the  dty  rendezvous  of  the  Cocklofts  ;  and  we  are 
continoally  enlivened  by  the  company  of  half  a  score  of  uncles, 
aunts,  and  cousins,  in  the  fortieth  remove,  from  all  parts  of  the 
coantry,  who  profess  a  wonderful  regard  for  Cousin  Christopher, 
and  overwhelm  every  member  of  his  household,  down  to  the  cook 
In  the  kitchen,  with  their  attentions.    We  have  for  three  weeks 
past  been  greeted  with  the  company  of  two  worthy  old  spinsters, 
%rho  came  down  ttom  the  country  to  settle  a  lawsuit.    They 
IiaTe  done  little  else  but  retail  stories  of  their  village  neighbors, 
knit  stockings  and  take  snuff,  all  the  time  they  have  been  here ; 
t;he  whole  family  are  bewildered  with  church-yard  talcs  of 
sheeted  ghosts,  white  horses  without  heads,  and  with  large 
goggle  eyes  in  their  buttocks  ;  and  not  one  of  the  old  servants 
^are  budge  an  inch  after  dark  without  a  numerous  company  at 
liis  heels.    My  cousin's  visitors,  however,  always  return  his  hos- 
pitality with  due  gratitude,  and  now  and  then  remind  him  of 
their  fraternal  regard,  by  a  present  of  a  pot  of  apple  sweet- 
meats, or  a  barrel  of  sour  cider  at  Christmas.    Jeremy  displays 
liimself  to  great  advantage  among  his  country  relations,  who  all 
think  him  a  prodigy,  and  often  stand  astounded,  in  "  gaping 
wonderment,"  at  his  natural  philosophy.    He  lately  frightened  a 
simple  old  uncle  almost  out  of  his  wits,  by  giving  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  earth  would  one  day  be  scorched  to  ashes  by 
the  eccentric  gambols  of  the  famous  comet,  so  much  talked  of ; 
and  positively  asserted  that  this  world  revolved  round  the  sun, 
and  that  the  moon  was  certainly  inhabited. 
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The  fiunily  manGion  bcara  equal  marks  of  nntiqn!^ 
mhabitants.  As  Ibc  CooklofU  arc  remarkable  for  their  attacli- 
ment  to  everytbiog  that  haa  remained  long  iu  the  familjr,  Uti 
are  bigoted  toward  their  old  edifice,  mid  I  dare  say  would 
have  it  crumble  about  their  ears  tliaa  abandon  it.  The 
qncuce  is,  it  has  been  so  patched  up  aud  re|>uired,  that  it 
become  as  fall  of  whims  and  odditi&s  as  its  tenants ;  requires  to  be 
unrsed  aud  humored  like  a  gonty  old  codger  of  aa  aldcrmao,  aail 
reminds  one  of  the  famous  ehip  iu  which  a  certain  aduirol  or- 
cunmavigated  the  ^lolje,  whli^h  was  so  patched  and  timl>er>M, 
in  order  to  preserve  so  great  a  curiosity,  that  at  length  not  » 
particle  of  the  original  remained.  Whenever  tlie  wind  bbm, 
the  old  mansion  makes  a  most  poritous  groaning  ;  aud  ercry 
storm  is  sure  to  make  a  day's  work  for  the  carpenter,  wlw 
attends  upou  it  as  rej^ularly  as  the  iiunilf  pliyai<:iau.  lliis  pn- 
dilectiou  for  everythiiig  tJiat  has  been  long  in  the  foiuily  ftlw* 
itself  in  every  guLrticuIar.  The  domestics  arc  nil  grown  gr*j  i: 
the  serricc  of  oar  house.  We  have  a  little,  old,  crusly,  gti-y 
headed  negro,  who  has  lived  through  two  or  tiirec  gi!ii(initJ«ii- 
of  the  Cocklofts,  and  of  coarse  has  become  a  persouage  of  d' 
little  imjiortancc  iu  the  household.  He  rails  all  the  family  !' 
their  Christian  names  ;  tella  long  stories  about  how  he  dmuli  i 
them  on  his  knee  when  they  were  children  ;  and  is  a  c(tnii>!i  i 
Cockloft  chronicle  for  the  lust  si'vcuty  yeans.  The  family  car 
riagc  was  made  in  the  last  French  war,  and  the  old  liurKs  ni.". 
most  iudabitably  foaled  in  Noah's  ark  :  resembliu);  marTelKiuV' 
in  gravity  of  demeanor,  those  sober  animals  which  may  be  m  r : 
any  day  of  the  year  in  the  streets  of  Phihuli^lptun  walkr<; 
their  siuul's  i>ace,  a  doiieu  in  a  row,  and  haruuniuusly  jiuglin^ 
their  liells.  Whim-whams  aro  the  uiheritancc  of  the  Cocklo(t'. 
and  every  memlier  of  tlie  household  is  a  humorist 
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the  master  down  to  the  footman.  The  very  cats  and  dogs  are 
humorists  ;  and  we  hare  a  little  runty  scoundrel  of  a  cur,  who, 
whenever  the  church  bells  ring,  will  run  to  the  street  door,  turn 
up  his  nose  in  the  wind,  and  howl  most  piteouslj.  Jeremy 
insists  that  this  is  owing  to  a  peculiar  delicacy  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  his  cars,  and  supports  his  position  by  many  learned 
arguments  which  nobody  can  understand  ;  but  I  am  of  opinion 
that  it  is  a  mere  Cockloft  whim-wham,  which  the  little  cur 
indulges,  being  descended  from  a  race  of  dogs  which  has  flou- 
rished in  the  family  ever  since  the  time  of  my  grandfather.  A 
propensity  to  save  everything  that  bears  the  stamp  of  family 
antiquity,  has  accumulated  an  abundance  of  trumpery  and  rub- 
bish with  which  the  house  is  encumbered  from  the  cellar  to  the 
garret ;  and  every  room,  and  closet,  and  corner,  is  crammed  with 
three  legged  chairs,  clocks  without  hands,  swords  without  scab- 
bards, cocked  hats,  broken  candlesticks,  and  looking-glasses,  with 
frames  carved  into  fantastic  shapes  of  feathered  sheep,  woolly 
birds,  and  other  animals  that  have  no  name  except  in  books  of 
heraldry.  The  ponderous  mahogany  chairs  in  the  parlors  are  of 
such  unwieldy  proportions  that  it  is  quite  a  serious  undertaking 
to  gallant  one  of  them  across  the  room,  and  sometimes  make  a 
most  equivocal  noise  when  you  sit  down  in  a  hurry  ;  the  mantel- 
piece is  decorated  with  little  lacquered  earthen  shepherdesses  ; 
some  of  wkich  are  without  toes,  and  others  without  noses  ;  and  the 
fire-place  is  garnished  out  with  Dutch  tiles,  exhibiting  a  great 
variety  of  Scripture  pieces,  wliich  my  good  old  soul  of  a  cousin 
takes  infinite  delight  in  explaining.  Poor  Jeremy  hates  them  as 
he  does  poison  ;  for,  while  a  younker,  he  was  obliged  by  his 
mother  to  learn  the  history  of  a  tile  every  Sunday  moniing  before 
she  would  permit  him  to  join  his  playmates  ;  this  was  a  terrible 
affair  for  Jeremy,  who,  by  the  time  he  had  learned  the  last,  had 
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forgotten  Iho  first,  and  was  oliliged  to  begin  agun. 
me  the  other  day,  with  a  round  college  ontb,  that  if  the  old  li<<ij 
Btood  out  till  he  inherited  it,  he  would  have  these  tiles  taken  mii 
and  gronnd  into  powder,  for  the  perfect  hatred  he  bore  theni. 

My  cousin  Christopher  enjoys  unlimited  aathorily  in  ili" 
maofiion  of  his  forefathers  ;  he  is  truly  what  may  bo  tcmml  i 
hearty  old  blade  ;  lias  a  florid,  snnshine  countenance ;  noil  i' 
yon  will  only  praise  his  wine  and  laogh  at  bis  long  stories,  bi'" 
self  and  his  house  are  heartily  at  yoar  sorrico.  The  first  coow 
tion  b  indeed  easily  com]>licd  with  ;  for,  to  tell  the  Imth,  Ui 
wine  is  excellent ;  bnt  hie  atoriefi,  being  not  of  (he  besi,  ud 
often  repeated,  arc  apt  to  create  a  disposition  to  yawn — bm^ 
in  addition  to  their  other  (|nalities,  most  unreasonably  long.  Hi* 
profudty  is  the  more  afflicting  to  me,  eince  I  bavc  all  liis  storid 
by  heart ;  and  when  he  enters  upon  one,  it  reminds  me  of  New- 
ark causeway,  where  the  traveller  Pees  the  end  at  the  dieUoc* 
of  several  miles.  To  the  great  misfortune  of  all  his  aequaiaf 
once.  Cousin  Cockloft  is  blest  with  a  most  provobin^ly  reUntin 
memory  ;  and  can  give  day  and  date,  and  name,  and  age,  tail 
drcumgtaiice,  with  the  most  uoTeciing  precision.  These,  howenr, 
ore  but  trifial  foibles,  for^tten,  or  remembered  only  with  a  kiad 
of  tender,  respcctfnl  pity,  by  those  who  know  with  what  a  rid 
redundant  harvest  of  kindness  and  generosity  liis  heart  is  Btor>  1 
It  would  delight  you  to  see  willi  wlint  social  glailnfts  he  » 
comes  a  visitor  into  his  hnusc  ;  awl  the  poorest  miui  tbnt  en'i  ^ 
his  door  never  leaves  it  witlioiit  a  ourriiiil  inviUiliun  to  at  &Mn,  i 
and  drink  a  glass  of  wine.  By  the  honest  gunient  maud  la>  j 
country-seat  ho  is  looked  up  to  with  love  nnd  reverence ;  (,*"■ 
never  pass  Itim  by  without  his  inqniring  aftxr  the  welfare 
their  families,  and  receiving  n  cordial  shoko  uf  his  liberal  b/u 
There  am  but  two  classes  of  peujile  who  ore  llin)wn  wut  nf  i 
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reach  of  his  hospitality,  and  these  are  Frenchmen  and  demo- 
crats. The  old  gentleman  considers  it  treason  against  the 
majesty  of  good  breeding  to  speak  to  any  yisitor  with  his  hat 
on  ;  but  the  moment  a  democrat  enters  his  door,  he  forthwith 
bids  his  man  Pompey  bring  his  hat,  pnts  it  on  his  head,  and 
salutes  him  with  an  appalUiig  "  Well,  sir,  what  do  you  want  of 
mer 

He  has  a  profound  contempt  for  Frenchmen,  and  firmly 
believes  that  they  eat  nothing  but  frogs  and  soupe-maigre  in 
their  own  country.    This  unlucky  prejudice  is  partly  owing  to 
my  greatraunt  Pamela  having  been  many  years  ago  run  away 
with  by  a  French  count,  who  turned  out  to  be  the  son  of  a 
^generation  of  barbers  ;  and  partly  to  a  little  vivid  spark  of 
toryism  which  bums  in  a  secret  comer  of  his  heart.    He  was  a 
loyal  subject  of  the  crown,  has  hardly  yet  recovered  the  shock 
of  independence;  and,  though  he  does  not  care  to  own  it,  always 
does  honor  to  his  majesty's  birthday,  by  inviting  a  few  cavaliers, 
like  himself,  to  dinner,  and  gracing  his  table  with  more  than 
ordinary  festivity.     If  by  chance  the  Revolution  is  mentioned 
before  him,  my  cousin  shakes  his  head  ;  and  you  may  sec,  if  you 
take  good  note,  a  lurking  smile  of  contempt  in  the  comer  of  his 
eye  which  marks  a  decided  disapprobation  of  the  sound.     He 
once,  in  the  fullness  of  his  heart,  observed  to  me  that  green  peas 
were  a  month  later  than  they  were  under  the  old  government. 
Bat  the  most  eccentric  manifestation  of  loyalty  he  ever  gave 
was  making  a  voyage  to  Halifax  for  no  other  reason  under 
•heaven  but  to  hear  his  Majesty  prayed  for  in  church,  as  he  used 
to  be  here  formerly.    This  he  never  could  be  brought  fairly  to 
acknowledge  ;  but  it  is  a  certain  fact,  I  assure  yon.    It  is  not 
a  little  singular  that  a  person,  so  much  given  to  long  story- 
telling as  my  consin,  should  take  a  liking  to  another  of  the  same 
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character ;  bnt  so  it  is  with  llie  old  goDtlcman.  Ill 
fftTorite  aD(l  compaoiou  is  Will  Wizard,  who  is  almoet  a 
of  the  family  ;  and  will  sit  before  the  fire,  with  his  feet  on 
massy  audiroiis,  and  smoke  bis  cigar,  and  screw  his  phiz, 
Fpin  away  trcmendons  locg  stories  of  his  travels,  for  a  w1 
evening,  to  the  great  delight  of  the  old  gentleman  nnd  ludy, 
especially  of  the  young  ladies,  who,  like  Desdeiuona, 
"serioosly  incline,"  and  listen  to  him  with  innnmerablc 
dears,"  "  Is  it  possibles,"  "  Goody  gracionses,"  and  look  Qpon 
as  a  second  Sinbad  the  sailor. 

The  Misses  Cockloft,  whose  pardon  I  crave  for  not  )iai 
pftrticnlarly  introduced  them  before,  are  a  pair  of  delccUl 
damsels,  who,  having  purloined  nnd  loeked  op  the  fumily  Bli<! 
pass  for  just  what  age  they  please  to  plead  griilty  to.  Bakb.ii:^ 
the  eldest,  bajs  long  since  resigned  the  character  of  a  lielle,  a.  ■ 
adopted  that  staid,  sober,  demure,  snuff-taking  lur  becooiing  U  ■ 
years  and  discretion.  She  is  a  good-natured  soul,  whom  I  in■^'.■ 
saw  in  a  passion  but  once,  and  that  was  occasioned  by  seeing  in 
old  favorite  beau  of  Iiers  kiss  the  Imind  of  a  pretty  blootuiag  girl; 
and,  in  truth,  she  only  got  angry  because,  as  she  very  proji^rk 
said,  it  was  spoiling  the  child.  Iler  sister  MAJicEnr,  or  M^r.n- 
as  she  is  familiarly  termed,  seemed  dinpoaed  to  maintain  her  ["  ■ 
as  a  belle,  until  a  few  months  since;  when  accidentally  lieariiiL-  ■■- 
gentleman  observe  that  she  broke  very  fast,  she  suddenly  I'' 
off  gowg  to  the  assembly,  took  a  cat  into  high  favor,  and  bi  :.•,■ 
to  rail  at  thi-  forward  pcrtnefis  of  young  nu'raca.  Fn>m  ili  i' 
moment  I  set  her  down  for  an  old  miud;  and  so  she  is,  "  tiy  Hi- 
hand  of  my  body."  The  young  ladies  are  still  visited  by  S""-. 
half  dozen  of  veteran  Ijeaux,  who  grew  and  floDrishcd  in  l! 
Afiui  ton,  when  tho  Miss  Coeklofta  were  quite  children  ;  1  ' 
have  been  brushed  rather  rudoly  by  the  hand  of  lime,  vrh^i 


k 


Mj^ 


OLD  BOTS.  125 

«j  the  tnitb,  can  do  almost  anything  but  mako  people  yonng. 
They  are,  notwithstanding,  still  warm  candidates  for  female 
&Tor ;  look  venerably  tender,  and  repeat  over  and  over  the 
same  honeyed  speeches  and  sugared  sentiments  to  the  little 
belles  that  they  poured  so  profusely  into  the  ears  of  their 
mothers.  I  beg  leave  here  to  give  notice  that  by  this  sketch  I 
mean  no  reflection  on  old  bachelors ;  on  the  contrary,  I  hold 
that  next  to  a  fine  lady,  the  ne  plus  vltra,  an  old  bachelor  to  be 
the  most  charming  being  upon  earth  ;  in  as  much  as  by  living 
m  "  single  blessedness,''  he  of  course  does  just  as  he  pleases;  and 
if  he  has  any  genius,  must  acquire  a  plentiful  stock  of  whims, 
and  oddities,  and  whalebone  habits ;  without  which  I  esteem  a 
man  to  be  mere  beef  without  mustard — good  for  nothing  at  all 
but  to  run  on  errands  for  ladies,  take  boxes  at  the  theatre,  and 
act  the  part  of  a  screen  at  tea-parties,  or  a  walking-stick  in  the 
streets.  I  merely  speak  of  these  old  boys  who  infest  public 
walks,  pounce  upon  ladies  from  every  comer  of  the  street,  and 
W(Nrry,  and  frisk,  and  amble,  and  caper  before,  behind,  and 
round  about  the  fashionable  belles,  like  old  ponies  in  a  pasture, 
striving  to  supply  the  absence  of  youthful  whim  and  hilarity,  by 
grimaces  and  grins,  and  artificial  vivacity.  I  have  sometimes 
aeen  one  of  these  "  reverend  youths  "  endeavoring  to  elevate  his 
wintry  passions  into  something  like  love,  by  basking  in  the  sun- 
shine of  beauty  ;  and  it  did  remind  me  of  an  old  moth,  attempt- 
ing to  fly  through  a  pane  of  glass  toward  a  light,  without  ever 
approaching  near  enough  to  warm  itself,  or  scorch  its  wings. 

Never,  I  firmly  believe,  did  there  exist  a  family  that  went 
tiiore  by  tangents  than  the  (yocklofts.  Everything  is  governed 
\yf  whim  ;  and  if  one  member  starts  a  new  freak,  away  all  the 
rest  follow  on  like  wild  geese  in  a  string.  As  the  family,  the 
Servants,  the  horses,  cats  and  dogs  have  all  grown  old  to^thei^ 
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they  have  accommodate  themselves  to  each  other's  h^bfts 
plel«lj-  ;  and  though  every  body  of  them  is  Toll 
angles,  rhoiubuidF,  and  ina  and  outs,  jet  somehow  or  other 
hamiouize  together  like  bo  many  Gtraight  Unes  ;  and  it  is  truly  a 
^teful  and  rcfh«hing  sight  to  see  them  f^jee  bo  weiL  ShooM 
one,  however,  get  ont  of  tune,  it  is  like  a  cracked  fidUltt, 
whole  concern  is  ajar  ;  you  perceive  a  clood  over  every  hi 
tho  house,  and  even  the  old  clutirE  eecm  to  cr«ak  affetnoeo. 
my  cousin,  as  he  is  rather  apt  to  do,  betray  any  iTiDptoms 
vexation  or  oneasiuees,  no  matter  about  what,  lie  is  worried  m 
death  with  inqniries,  whirh  nn.iwcr  no  otiier  end  bat  to  deoiin- 
strate  the  good  will  of  the  inquirer,  and  pnt  him  in  a  [xusiiiii : 
for  everybody  knows  how  provoking  it  is  to  be  cnt  short  in  a  fi'. 
of  the  blues,  by  an  impertinent  question  about  "what  ts  ili' 
matter  ?"  when  a  man  can't  tell  himself.  I  remember  a  (■■• 
months  ago  the  old  ireiitleman  came  home  in  quite  a  sqtull . 
kicked  jK>or  Caesar,  the  tnnstifT,  out  of  his  way,  as  he  earn' 
through  the  hall  ;  threw  hia  bat  on  the  table  with  mo«t  violmt 
cmphnsiii,  and  pulling  ont  his  box,  took  three  huge  pinclir*  •-•( 
suufT,  and  threw  a  foDftli  into  the  i-al's  eyes  as  lie  sal  parTiai; 
his  astonishment  at  the  fircsidei.  This  vras  enough  to  «et  tlte 
body  pijlitii;  going  ;  Mrs.  Cockloft  begun  "  my  dcaring  "  it  an 
fast  as  tongue  could  niovi- ;  the  young  Indies  tuuk  eai'h  a  Ktatiil 
at  au  ellM)w  of  his  chair  ;  Jeremy  itiarshalled  iu  the  rror  ;  tlw 
servants  cnine  tanililing  in  ;  tho  mastiff  put  up  an  inquiring 
nose ;  and  even  grimalkin,  after  he  had  cleaned  his  whiskers  and 
finished  snee^ng,  discovered  indubitable  sngns  of  Kvnipathy. 
After  the  mwt  affectionate  inquiries  on  all  sides,  it  turned  out 
that  my  cousin,  in  crosi^ng  the  street,  had  got  his  silk  stockiop^ 
iK'spatlered  with  mud  by  a  cnach,  which,  it  seems,  belonged  to 
(laslitng;  ncutWrnaw  wlw  had  formerly  supplied  the  fatnily 
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hot  rolls  and  muffins  I  Mrs.  Cockloft  therenpon  tnmed  np  her 
eyes,  and  the  yoong  ladies  their  noses  ;  and  it  wonld  have 
edified  a  whole  congregation  to  hear  the  conversation  which 
took  place  concerning  the  insolence  of  upstarts,  and  the  vol- 
garitj  of  would-be  gentlemen  and  ladies,  who  strive  to  emerge 
from  low  life  by  dashing  abont  in  carriages  to  pay  a  visit  two 
doors  off ;  giving  parties  to  people  who  laugh  at  them,  and 
cutting  all  their  old  friends. 


THEATRICS. 

BY   WILLIAM     WIZARD,    ESQ. 

I  WENT  a  few  evenings  since  to  the  theatre,  accompanied  by 
my  friend  'Sbidlikens,  the  cockney,  who  is  a  man  deeply  read 
in  the  history  of  Cinderella,  Valentine  and  Orson,  Blue  Beard, 
and  all  those  recondite  works  so  necessary  to  enable  a  man  to 
understand  the  modem  drama.  'Sbidlikens  is  one  of  those 
intolerable  fellows  who  will  never  be  pleased  with  anything 
until  he  has  turned  and  twisted  it  divers  ways,  to  see  if  it  cor- 
responds with  his  notions  of  congruity;  and  as  he  is  none  of  the 
quickest  in  his  ratiocinations,  he  will  sometimes  come  out  with 
his  approbation,  when  everybody  else  has  forgotten  the  cause 
which  excited  it.  'Sbidlikens  is,  morever,  a  great  critic,  for  he 
finds  fault  with  everything;  this  being  what  I  understand  by 
modem  criticism.  He,  however,  is  pleased  to  acknowledge  that 
our  theatre  is  not  so  despicable,  all  things  considered;  and 
really  thinks  Cooper  one  of  our  best  actors.  The  play  was 
Othello,  and  to  speak  my  mind  freely,  I  think  I  have  seen  it 
performed  much  worse  in  my  time.    The  actors^  I  fitmVj  Vi^>^k^^^ 


I  always  set  him  down  as  a  great  t 
friend  'Sbidiikens. 

Before  the  first  act  was  orer,  'SI 
his  critical  wooden  sword  like  a  harie 
with  Cooper  for  not  having  made  hi 
"  for,"  said  he,  *'  that  OtheUo  was 
from  several  expressions  of  the  phi,^ 
lips/  '  sooty  bosom,'  and  a  variety  of 
think,"  continued  he,  **  that  Othello  i 
fttmi  the  circumstance  of  the  handke 
by  a  native  of  that  country;  and, 
black  as  my  hat;  for  Herodotus  hs 
tians  had  flat  noses  and  frizzled  hai 
1 1  were  all  negroes."     He  did  not  coi 

single  error  of  the  actor,  but  went  o 
In  this  he  was  seconded  by  a  red-hot 
by  a  string  of  most  eloquent  logic 
nnonestionably  in  every  respect  a  b€ 
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is  name  was  the  most  fniitful  in  pans ;  but  then,  on  the  other 
Bide,  it  was  contended  that  Fennel  was  the  best  Greek  scholar. 
Bcarcelj  was  the  town  of  Strasburgh  in  a  greater  hubbub 
about  the  conrtcons  stranger*s  nose  ;  and  it  was  well  that  the 
doctors  of  the  Uuiversitj  did  not  get  into  the  dispute,  else  it 
might  hare  become  a  battle  of  folios.  At  length,  after  much 
excellent  argument  had  been  expended  on  both  sides,  recourse 
was  had  to  Cocker's  arithmetic  and  a  carpenter's  rule  ;  the 
riyal  candidates  were  both  measured  by  one  of  their  most 
Bteadj-handed  critics,  and  by  the  most  exact  measurement  it  was 
proved  that  Mr.  Fennel  was  the  greater  actor  by  three  inches 
and  a  quarter.  Since  this  demonstration  of  inferiority,  Cooper 
has  ncTer  been  able  to  hold  up  his  head  in  Philadelphia. 

In  order  to  change  a  conversation  in  which  my  favorite  suf- 
fered so  much,  I  made  some  inquiries  of  the  Philadelphian  con- 
cerning the  two  heroes  of  his  theatre.  Wood  and  Cain  ;  but 
I  bad  scarcely  mentioned  their  names,  when,  whack  I  he  threw 
a  whole  handful  of  puns  in  my  face  ;  'twas  like  a  bowl  of  cold 
water.  I  turned  on  my  heel,  had  recourse  to  my  tobacco-box, 
and  said  no  more  about  Wood  and  Cain  ;  nor  will  I  ever  more, 
if  I  can  help  it,  mention  their  names  in  the  presence  of  a  Phila- 
delphian. Would  that  they  could  leave  off  punning  I  for  I 
love  every  soul  of  them,  with  a  cordial  affection,  warm  as  their 
own  generous  hearts,  and  boundless  as  their  hospitality. 

During  the  performance,  I  kept  an  eye  on  the  countenance  of 
my  friend,  the  cockney;  because,  having  come  all  the  way  from 
England,  and  having  seen  Kemble  once,  on  a  visit  which  he 
made 'from  the  button-manufactory  to  Zi^nnitn,  I  thought  his 
pbiz  might  serve  as  a  kind  of  thermometer  to  direct  my  mani- 
festations of  applause  or  disapprobation.  I  might  as  well  have 
looked  at  the  back  side  of  his  head  ;  for  I  could  uoX.,  m>i)DL  ^ 
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my  pnering,  perceive  by  his  reatiircs  ttiat  he  was  plcasH)  i 
ooytliinjr — <.'Z('ept  liiiuwlf.  His  Lat  was  twitclied  a  liMle  an  4 
udo,  oj  luucli  ii£  to  say,  "  dciunic,  I'm  your  sorts  I"  hi;  wua  a 
ing  the  end  of  a  litllc  stieL  ;  lie  wus  a  "gemman  "  from  I 
tu  fuot ;  but  as  to  IiIb  fa<:e,  tliere  nas  no  in 
thau  iu  the  face  of  a  Chinese  lady  on  a  tco-cnp. 
giving  ouc  of  his  gaupowder  explosions  of  pasiiion,  I  excL 
"  fine,  very  fine  I"  "  Pardon  me,"  said  my  friend  'SbidI: 
"  this  is  damnable  ! — the  geatnre,  my  dear  sir — only  look  at  t 
gcslarc  t  hovr  horrilile  I  do  you  mit  oltscrve  tliat  tbo  aetor  si 
his  forehead,  wbercus,  the  passion  uot  huniig  arrived  »t  J 
proper  height,  he  should  only  have  9la]>ped  Ids — pocket 
— this  fignre  of  rhetoric  is  a  most  importajit  stage-trick.  * 
proper  management  of  it  is  what  peculiarly  diatingnisbea  f 
great  actor  from  the  mere  plodding  mcehaDJcal  boffoon.  Dit 
fcrent  degrees  of  pOKdoii  require  different  alape,  whirh  wc  critia 
have  reduced  to  a  perfect  mannal,  improving  upon  tbe  principle 
adopted  by  Frederic  of  Prnssia,  by  deciding  that  an  actor,  lilw 
a  soldier,  is  a  mere  niuehine  ;  as  tJius — the  actor,  fur  a  ntinor 
barst  of  passion,  merely  slaps  his  pocket-hole ;  goml ! — fiir  » 
major  burst,  he  slups  his  breast ;  very  good  1 — but  for  a  boM 
maximus,  he  whaoks  away  at  his  forehead,  like  a  brnvc  fellow  ; 
this  is  excellent  I — nothing  enn  bo  finer  than  an  exit,  dafi|iii':.' 
the  forehead  from  one  end  of  the  stage  to  the  otlier,"  "  Exci^ii 
replied  I,  "  one  of  tb<.)se  slaps  on  the  breast,  wliicli  T  have  wmt- 
tinica  admire<l  in  some  of  our  ful  heroes  and  heroitipR,  whuJi 
make  their  whole  body  shake  and  quiver  like  a  pyramid  uf 


The  Philadelphian  had  listened  to  this  conversation  with  [ir- 
found    uttention,    and    appeared    delighted    with    'Sbidlikue' 

mechanical  sU-Wl«tea -,  'V«Ma  witural  enough  in  » 
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cbose  an  actor  as  he  would  a  grenadier.  He  took  the  opportn- 
nity  of  a  pause,  to  enter  into  a  long  conversation  with  my  friend; 
and  was  receiving  a  prodigious  fund  of  information  concerning 
the  true  mode  of  emphasizing  conjunctions,  shifting  scenes,  snuff- 
ing candles,  and  making  thunder  and  lightning,  better  than  you 
can  get  every  day  from  the  sky,  as  practised  at  the  royal  thea- 
tres ;  when,  as  ill  luck  would  have  it,  they  happened  to  run 
their  heads  full  butt  against  a  new  reading.  Now  this  was  "  a 
stumper,"  as  our  old  friend  Paddle  would  say  ;  for  the  Pliiladel- 
phians  are  as  inveterate  new-reading  hunters  as  the  cockneys ; 
and,  for  aught  I  know,  as  well  skilled  in  finding  them  out.  The 
Philadelphian  thereupon  met  the  cockney  on  his  own  ground, 
and  at  it  they  went,  like  two  inveterate  curs  at  a  bone.  'Sbid- 
likens  quoted  Theobald,  Ilanmer,  and  a  host  of  learned  commen- 
tators, who  have  pinned  themselves  on  the  sleeve  of  Shakspcare's 
immortality,  and  made  the  old  bard,  hke  General  Washington, 
in  General  Washington's  life,  a  most  diminutive  figure  in  his  own 
book  ;  his  opponent  chose  Johnson  for  his  bottle-holder,  and 
thundered  him  forward  like  an  elephant  to  bear  down  the  ranks 
of  the  enemy.  I  was  not  long  in  discovering  that  these  two 
precious  judges  had  got  hold  of  that  unlucky  passage  of  Shak- 
speare  which,  like  a  straw,  has  tickled,  and  puzzled,  and  con- 
founded many  a  somniferous  buzzard  of  past  and  present  time. 
It  was  the  celebrated  wish  of  Desdemona,  that  heaven  had 
made  her  such  a  man  as  Othello.  'Sbidlikens  insisted,  that  **  the 
gentle  Desdemona "  merely  wished  for  such  a  man  for  a  hus- 
band, which  in  all  conscience  was  a  modest  wish  enough,  and 
very  natural  in  a  young  lady  who  might  possibly  have  had  a 
predilection  for  flat  noses  ;  like  a  certain  philosophical  great 
man  of  our  day.  The  Philadelphian  contended  with  all  the 
vehemence  of  a  member  of  Congress,  moving  ttiG  B^owa^  \ft\k».^^ 
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"  whoreaa,"  or  "  also,"  or  "  nevcrllieleiB,"  Btmck  out  of  a  1 
that  the  jouiig  lady  wlshiil  hcaTcn  had  made  Iter  a  rotui  ttu 
of  n  woiDHn,  in  order  Dial  she  might  huvo  an  ojvportanity  of^ 
ing  the  "  atitliro|iophagi,  anil  the  iiifu  whose  Iirads  do  | 
beneath  their  shouhlers  :"  whieh  was  a  very  ii&tuml  wish,  i 
Bidcring  the  curiosity  of  the  sex.  On  being  referred  to,  I  ll 
tinently  decided  in  fuvor  of  the  hotioralilc  mt-inbiT  who  l| 
last ;  inasmuch  as  I  think  it  was  a  very  fuolieh,  and  ther 
very  natural,  wish  for  a  young  lady  to  make  before  a  miui  th* 
wished  to  marry.  It  was,  moreover,  en  indication  of  the  Tiolenl 
inclination  elm  felt  to  wear  the  breeches,  which  was  ftftcrwonl, 
iu  all  probability,  gratified,  if  we  may  Judge  from  the  tJth'  i ' 
"  our  captain's  cajitain,"  given  her  byCas^o— a]thraee  w)iii-)i,i' 
my  opinion,  indicates  that  Othello  was,  at  that  time,  most  i>:i.  - 
minioualy  hen-jiecked.  I  believe  my  ai^uments  staj^ured  'Sin 
likens  himself,  for  he  looked  coDfoundcdly  qnecr,  and  said  H' 
another  word  on  the  subject, 

A  tittle  while  after,  at  it  he  went  again  on  another  tack,  u:.  ■ 
began  lo  find  fault  with  Cooper's  manner  of  dying ;  "  it  wat^  n 
natural,"  he  said;  for  it  had  lately  been  demoostralvd  K  : 
learned  doctor  of  jihyirie,  that  when  a  man  is  mortnlly  stal)l"''L 
lie  ought  to  take  a  flying  leaj)  of  at  leo£t  Gve  f<H't,  and  lir  : 
down  "  dead  aa  a  salmon  in  a  fishmonger'sbasket."     Wbeno- 
a  man.  in  the  predicament  above  mentioned,  departed  fmtn  il  - 
fuuilamental  rule,  by  falling  flat  down  like  a  log,  and  mllii .' 
alxint  for  two  or  three  minuteci,  making  spee«hea  all  the  hn  • 
the  said  learned  doctor  maintained  that  it  was  owing  to  i' 
waywardness  of  tho  human  mind,  which  delighted  in  flyiiitr 
the  face  of  nature,  and  dying  in  defiance  of  all  her  estubh;!' 
rules.     I  replied,  "  for  my  part,  I  held  Hint  every  man  hail  i 
right  of  ilyiug  ui  "«W\«\m  "^ition  lie  pkuscd  ;  and  that  | 
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mode  of  doing  it  depended  altogether  on  the  pecoliar  character 
of  the  person  going  to  die.  A  Persian  could  not  die  in  peace 
unless  he  had  his  face  tamed  to  the  east ;  a  Mahometan  would 
always  choose  to  have  his  toward  Mecca  ;  a  Frenchman  might 
prefer  this  mode  of  throwing  a  somerset ;  but  Mynheer  Yan 
Bmmblebottom,  the  Roscins  of  Rotterdam,  always  chose  to 
thunder  down  on  his  seat  of  honor  whenever  he  received  a 
mortal  wound.  Being  a  man  of  ponderous  dimensions,  this  had 
a  most  electrifying  effect,  for  the  whole  theatre  '  shook  like 
(Hympos  at  the  nod  of  Jove.' "  The  Philadelphian  was  imme- 
diately inspired  with  a  pun,  and  swore  that  Mynheer  must  be 
great  in  a  dying  scene,  since  he  knew  how  to  make  the  most  of 
his  latter  end.  * 

It  is  the  inveterate  cry  of  stage  critics,  that  an  actor  does  not 
perform  the  character  naturally,  if,  by  chance,  he  happens  not 
to  die  exactly  as  they  would  have  him.  I  think  the  exhibition 
of  a  play  at  Pekin  would  suit  them  exactly  ;  and  I  wish,  with 
all  my  heart,  that  they  would  go  there  and  see  one ;  nature  is 
there  imitated  with  the  most  scrupulous  exactness  in  every  trifling 
particular.  Here  an  unhappy  lady  or  gentleman,  who  happens, 
unluckily,  to  be  poisoned  or  stabbed,  is  left  on  the  stage  to 
writhe  and  groan,  and  make  faces  at  the  audience,  until  the  poet 
pleases  they  should  die  ;  while  the  honest  folks  of  the  dramatis 
jpersona,  bless  their  hearts  I  all  crowd  round  and  yield  most 
potent  assistance,  by  crying  and  lamenting  most  vociferously  I 
The  audience,  tender  souls,  pull  out  their  white  pocket-handker- 
chiefs, wipe  their  eyes,  blow  their  noses,  and  swear  it  is  natural 
as  life,  while  the  poor  actor  is  left  to  die  without  common  Christ- 
ian comfort.  In  China,  on  the  contrary,  the  first  thing  they  do  is 
to  run  for  the  doctor  and  tchoouc,  or  notary.  The  audience  are 
entertained  throughout  the  fifth  act  with  a  learned  CQn&alt^lv;yci 
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of  [thysicians,  and  if  the  pattunt  uinst  die,  ho  docs  it  « 
artem,  and  always  is  allowed  time  to  make  his  will.  The  ccle- 
brati«d  Chow-Chow  was  the  compIct«t  liand  I  ever  saw  at  kiU- 
ing  liimsclf  ;  he  always  carried  under  his  robe  a  bladder  of  In 
blood,  which,  whca  he  gave  the  mortal  Gtub,  spined  out  ti 
iiiTiuitc  delight  uf  the  buidieiice.  Not  that  the  ladies  of  C 
arc  more  fond  of  the  sight  of  bio<id  than  those  of  our  own  a 
try  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  remarkably  BeDGitire  iu  IhiR  )| 
ticnlar ;  aud  wo  are  told  by  the  great  Linkum  Fidelius,  1 
the  beaatiful  ^'inny  ConBetjna,  one  of  the  hulies  of  tlm  eitipuror'a 
seraglio,  ouce  fiunted  away  on  seeiug  a  favorite  slaTi's  dmb 
bleed  ;  since  which  time,  refinement  has  been  carried  to  Rich  » 
pitch  that  a  btt^ined  hero  is  not  allowed  to  run  himself  throng 
the  iHxly  in  the  face  of  the  audience.  The  immorijil  Chov- 
Chow,  in  conformity  to  this  absurd  prejudice,  whenever  he  pUvt 
the  part  of  Othello,  which  is  reckoned  hie  master-piece,  alwnvs 
keeps  a  bold  frutit,  stabs  himself  slyly  bchiud,  and  b  dead  briure 
anybody  suspects  that  ho  has  given  the  mortal  blow. 

P.  S. — Just  as  this  was  going  to  prew,  I  was  informed  It 
Evergreeu  that  Othello  hod  not  been  performed  here  the  hoti 
knows  when  ;  no  matter,  I  am  not  the  first  that  baa  criticised  i 
play  without  seeing  it,  and  this  critique  will  answer  for  the  U-'l 
perforniaiicc,  if  that  was  a  dozen  years  ago. 
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NO.  Vn.— SATURDAY,  APRIL  4, 1807. 

LETTER  FROM  MUSTAPHA  RUB-A-DUB  KELI  KHAN,  TO 
A8EM  HAOOHEM,  PRINCIPAL  SLAVE-DRIVER  TO  IIIS 
HIGHNESS  THE  BASHAW  OF  TRIPOLI. 

I  PROMISED  in  a  former  letter,  good  Ascm,  that  I  would 
famish  thee  with  a  few  hints  respecting  the  natorc  of  the 
gOTemment  by  which  I  am  held  in  durance.    Though  my  inqui- 
ries for  that  purpose  have  been  hidustrious,  yet  I  am  not  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  their  results ;   for  thou  mayst  easily  imagine 
that  the  yision  of  a  captive  is  overshadowed  by  the  mists  of  illu- 
skm  and  prejudice,  and  the  horizon  of  his  speculations  must  be 
limited  indeed.     I  find  that  the  people  of  this  country  are 
itrangely  at  a  loss  to  determine  the  nature  and  proper  character 
of  their  government.     Even  their  dervises  are  extremely  in  the 
dark  as  to  this  particular,  and  are  continually  indulging  in  the 
Uiost   preposterous  disquisitions  on  the  subject ;   some  have 
itisisted  that  it  savors  of  an  aristocracy;  others  maintain  that  it  is 
apnre  democracy;  and  a  third  set  of  theorists  declare  absolutely 
tbat  it  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  mobocracy.    The  latter,  I 
ruast  confess,  though  still  wide  in  error,  have  come  nearest  to  the 
troth.     You  of  course  must  understand  the  meaning  of  these  dif- 
rerent  words,  as  they  are  derived  from  the  ancient  Greek  lan- 
l^age,  and  bespeak  loudly  the  verbal  poverty  of  these  poor  infi- 
i^els,  who  cannot  utter  a  learned  phrase  without  laym^  \.Vi^  ^t^ 
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languages  under  contribution.  A  man,  my  dcmr  . 
talks  good  RCDsc  in  \m  natire  ton^c,  is  belli  in  tolerable  estiio»- 
tion  in  this  country  ;  but  a  fool,  who  clothes  Uls  Tteble  ideas  ia 
a  foreign  or  anliqne  garb,  ia  bowed  down  to  as  a  literary  prodi(-y. 
While  I  conveised  with  these  pco|ilc  in  jiliuu  Engiisli,  I  wm  liat 
little  attended  to  ;  but  the  moment  I  prosed  away  ia  Greek, 
erery  one  looked  up  to  me  with  rencralion  as  an  omelo. 

Although  the  dervises  dilTer  widely  in  the  partieulars  abotn 
mculioncd,  yet  tlicy  all  agree  in  terming  their  goTcroinoDt  one  of 
tlie  most  pacific  in  the  known  n'orld.  I  cannot  help  pitying  tbi-ir 
ignorance,  and  Emiling,  ut  times,  to  see  into  what  ridicalinii 
errors  those  nations  will  wander,  who  are  onenligbtened  by  i!] 
preccpta  of  Mahomet,  our  divine  prophet,  and  uuinslnicted  < 
the  fire  hundred  and  foriy-ninc  books  of  wisdom  of  the  imumn 
Ibrahim  HafiEaa  al  Fusti.  To  call  this  nation  pacific  1  M<< : 
preposterous  I  it  reminds  me  of  the  title  as^mcd  by  i' 
sheik  of  that  morderoua  tribe  of  wild  Arabs,  that  dcmUtc  it\<: 
rnlleys  of  Belsaden,  who  styles  himself  stas  or  coustkst — ujk 

The  simple  truth  of  the  matter  ifl,  that  those  people  are  lolallr 
ignorant  of  their  own  true  character  ;  for,  according  to  the  bo*, 
of  my  observation,  they  are  the  most  warlike,  and  I  most  »<, 
tho  most  savage  nation  that  I  hare  as  yet  discovered  auioiii:  •/''• 
the  burharioiis.  Tlicy  are  not  only  at  war,  in  their  own  w;i. 
with  almost  every  nation  on  earth,  but  they  are  at  the  8 
time  engaged  in  the  most  complicated  knot  of  dvil  i 
CTcr  infested  any  ])Dor  unhappy  country  on  whicli  *"  "i  k 
noiiiieod  his  malediction  I 

To  let  tbee  at  onee  into  a  secret,  which  is  anknown  to  4 
people  tbemselro!!,  their  gorcmtntrnt  is  n  puro  nudnlte 
I/KJOCBACV,  OC   g'lYttomeut  uf  fl  ords.     The  wliolti  n 
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ererytbing  tiva  voce,  or  by  word  of  moatb  ;  and  in  tbis  manner 
h  one  of  tbe  most  military  nations  in  existence.  Every  man  wbo 
bas  wbat  is  bere  called  tbe  gift  of  tbe  gab,  tbat  is,  a  plentiful 
stock  of  verbosity,  becomes  a  soldier  outrigbt ;  and  is  forever 
in  a  militant  state.  Tbe  conntry  is  entirely  defended  vi  et  lin- 
gua ;  tbat  is  to  say,  by  force  of  tongnes.  The  account  wbicb  I 
lately  wrote  to  our  fHend,  tbe  snorer,  respecting  tbe  immense 
army  of  six  bundred  men,  makes  nothing  against  tbls  observa- 
tion ;  tbat  formidable  body  being  kept  up,  as  I  bavc  already 
observed,  only  to  amuse  tbeir  fair  countrywomen  by  tbeir  splen- 
did appearance  and  nodding  plumes  ;  and  arc,  by  way  of  dis- 
tinction, denominated  tbe  ''  defenders  of  tbe  fair." 

In  a  logocracy  tbou  well  knowest  there  is  little  or  no  occasion 
for  fire-arms,  or  any  sucb  destructive  weapons.  Every  offensive 
or  defensive  measure  is  enforced  by  wordy  battle,  and  paper 
war ;  be  wbo  bas  tbe  longest  tongue,  or  readiest  quill,  is  sure  to 
gun  tbe  victory — ^will  carry  horror,  abuse,  and  ink-shed  into  the 
very  trenches  of  tbe  enemy  ;  and,  without  mercy  or  remorse,  put 
men,  women  and  children,  to  the  point  of  the — ^pcn  I 

There  is  still  preserved  in  this  country  some  remains  of  that 
gotbic  spirit  of  knight-errantry,  which  so  much  annoyed  the 
faithful  in  the  middle  ages  of  the  hegira.     As,  notwithstanding 
their  martial  disposition,  they  are  a  people  much  given  to  com- 
merce and  agridilture,  and  must,  necessarily,  at  certain  seasons 
be  engaged  in  these  employments,  they  have  accommodated 
themselves  by  appointing  knights,  or  constant  warriors,  incessant 
brawlers,  similar  to  those  who,  in  former  ages,  swore  eternal 
Enmity  to  tbe  followers  of  our  divine  prophet.     These  knights, 
denominated  editors  or  slang-whanqers,  are  appointed  in  every 
k>wn,  village,  and  district,  to  carry  on  both  foreign  and  intenial 
irarfare,  and  may  be  said  to  keep  up  a  con^taxiX.  ^tv\x^  '^\\i 


vords."  Ob,  my  friend,  could  you  but  witaess  ths  c 
Bometimes  committed  by  these  tremeiidoua  slaug-wliangcrH,  j 
venr  turban  would  rise  with  horror  and  BStouishmcnt. 
Been  them  extend  their  ravages  uvou  iuto  the  kitchens  of  tl 
o]>ponents,  aud  annihilato  the  very  cook  with  a  biaat ;  aod  I 
assure  thee,  I  beheld  one  of  these  warriors  attack  a  most  ven 
rable  bashaw,  and  at  one  stroke  of  his  pen  lay  bim  upen  fran 
the  waistband  of  his  breeches  to  his  cUin  1 

There  has  been'  a  civil  war  curryuig  on  with  f^at  lioJe| 
for  £Oine  time  past,  in  consequence  of  a  couspirocy,  oinong  ^ 
higher  classes,  to  dethrone  hta  hi^buess,  the  presept  liosbiiw,! 
place  another  in  his  stead.  I  was  TDistakeii  when  I  ic 
asserted  to  thee  thitt  this  dissatisEioction  arose  from  his  w 
red  breech&j.  It  is  true,  the  nation  hare  long  held  that  color  fi 
great  detestation,  in  consequence  of  a  dispute  tliey  had  soiin 
twoDty  years  siuee  with  the  barbarians  of  the  Drilish  islan'i- 
The  color,  however,  is  again  rising  into  favor,  as  the  luilies  bun 

transferred  it  to  their  heads  from  the  bashaw's body.    Tti  ■ 

trne  reason,  I  am  told,  is,  that  the  biiflhaw  alisolutcly  refuses  :<• 
believe  in  the  deluge,  and  in  the  story  of  Balaam's  a^s  ;  uimIii- 
tuiiuiig  that  this  animal  was  never  yet  permitted  to  talk  excrpl 
iu  a  genuine  logocracy  ;  where,  it  w  tmc,  his  viiice  rany  ofiro 
bo  heard,  and  is  listened  to  with  reverence,  as  "  the  voice  of  the 
sovereign  people."  Nay,  so  fur  did  he  carry  his  obstinacy,  tluit 
he  absolutely  invited  a  professed  autedilnvian  from  tlie  Gall* 
'  empire,  who  illnmiiifttoJ  the  whol«  country  with  his  i>rinciple*— 
and  his  nose.  This  was  enough  to  set  the  nation  in  a  bloxc— 
every  slaiig-whanger  resorteil  to  his  loujruc  or  his  p<;n  ;  and  ^ 
seven  years  have  they  carried  on  a  most  inhuman  war,  i: 
volumes  of  words  have  Ixson  expended,  o<«ans  of  ink  hare  t 
shed  ;  nor  lias  awj  mMwy  b<wti  shown  to  age,  siix,  or  coatlidj 


SLANO-WHANGING.  139 

Every«  day  have  these  slang^whangers  made  forioiis  attacks  on 
each  other,  and  upon  their  respective  adherents ;  discharging 
their  heavy  artillery,  consisting  of  large  sheets,  loaded  with 
scoundrel  I  villain  I  liar  I  rascal  I  numscull  I  nincompoop  I  dnn- 
derhead  1  wiseacre  1  blockhead  1  jackass  !  and  I  do  swear,  by 
my  beard,  though  I  know  thoa  wilt  scarcely  credit  me,  that  in 
some  of  these  skirmishes  the  grand  bashaw  himself  lias  been 
woefolly  pelted  I  yea,  most  ignominionsly  pelted  I — and  yet  have 
these  talking  desperadoes  escaped  without  the  bastinado  I 

Every  now  and  then  a  slang-whanger,  who  has  a  longer  head, 
or  rather  a  longer  tongue  than  the  rest,  will  elevate  his  piece 
and  discharge  a  shot  quite  across  the  ocean,  levelled  at  the  head 
of  the  emperor  of  France,  the  king  of  England,  or,  wouldst 
thoa  believe  it,  oh  I  Asem,  even  at  his  sublime  highness  the  ba- 
shaw of  Tripoli  I  These  long  pieces  are  loaded  with  single  ball, 
or  langrage,  as  tyrant  I  usurper  I  robber  I  tiger  I  monster  ! — and 
thou  mayest  well  suppose  they  occasion  great  distress  and  dis- 
may in  the  camps  of  the  enemy,  and  are  marvellously  annoying 
to  the  crowned  heads  at  which  they  are  directed.  The  slang- 
whanger,  though  perhaps  the  mere  champion  of  a  village,  hav- 
ing fired  off  his  shot,  stmts  about  with  great  self-congratulation, 
chuckling  at  the  prodigious  bustle  he  must  have  occasioned,  and 
seems  to  ask  of  every  stranger,  "  Well,  sir,  what  do  they  think 
of  me  in  Europe  ?"  *    This  is  sufficient  to  show  you  the  manner 

^  KOTK,    BT   WILLIAM    WIZARD,    ESQ. 

*  The  sage  MnAtapha,  when  he  wrote  the  above  paragraph,  had  pro- 
bably in  hifl  eye  the  following  anecdote ;  related  either  by  Linkuui  Fide- 
lias, or  JotephuB  MilleriuB,  vulgarly  called  Joe  Miller,  of  facetious  me- 
mory. 

The  captain  of  a  dave-Teflsel,  on  his  first  landing  on  the  coast  of  Gui- 
nea, observed  under  a  palm-tree,  a  negro  chief,  BitUnj^  mo&l  isi&\e!&>A»i^^ 
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in  which  these  bloody,  or  ratlier  windy  rellowa  %bt  ;  It  h  fl 
only  mode  allowable  In  a  logocracy  or  gorenimont  or  wonk.  , 
wonlj  also  observe  thai  tL<;ir  dvil  wars  bare  a  thoos 
ficationa. 

While  tlie  fury  of  the  Imttle  rages  in  the  metropolis,  erm 
little  town  and  village  has  a  distinct  broil,  growiug  like  c\> i' 
Bccnces  out  uf  the  ^riuid  national  altercaliun,  or  rather  iifi-< 
ing  within  it,  like  those  com|)licated  pieces  of  mwlmniani  w|„ , 
there  is  a  "  wheel  within  a  wheel," 

But  in  nothing  is  the  verbose  nature  of  this  gorerament  hk  " 
evident,  than  in  its  grand  iialioiml  divan,  or  confrress,  whcrtr  il 
laws  arc  framed  :  this  la  a  blustering,  windy  a^geinUy,  wtee 
everything  Ib  carried  by  noise,  tumult  and  -debate  -,  fof  tlm 
most  know,  that  the  members  of  this  o^embly  do  not  DMCt 
togiaher  to  Gml  wisdom  in  the  mullitndc  of  counsellor,  bat  In 
writnif'lc,  eall  each  other  hard  names,  and  henr  themKelvca  talk, 
When  the  congre^  opens,  the  bashaw  first  scndfi  thorn  a  kog 
message,  t.  r.  a  hnge  mass  of  wonh;~rn;r  </  prtttrm  mUl,  iS 
meaning  nothing  ;  becuuw  it  only  tells  them  whut  Uiry  fO- 
fwtly  know  already.  Then  the  wholn  a.'^nubly  oro  thrown  iBb> 
n  ferment,  and  hnve  a  long  tiilk  about  the  quantity  of  wonh 
thut  are  to  be  retariie<l  in  answer  to  this  meteage;  «iul  liac 


on  a  ilump ;  yrhWc  Iirn  irotn<>n.  with  woixlfn  *poonf,  wore  •4mtlilMcftv 
Ilia  fnvoriw  poliugu  of  lioiloJ  riue  ;  wliiuli,  aa  liis  imperial  nu^mtr  •»•  • 
little  grapdr.  would  pun  DritescBpcthFplaraordosllnaiioDaml  naAw* 
his  chin.  The  vutubful  utlenilBnts  were  putlcuUrly  carchd  M  l«l*KCfl 
thaae  Bcape-gntco  porticlra,  sod  return  thnro  to  ttieir  proper  port  of  anln. 
Aa  the  cnptnia  apprtuolied,  in  order  la  admire  tlila  curlaiu  extilltillon  at 
rojulty.  the  great  eWiet  clappoJ  Ilia  tiniids  to  his  slileg,  und  nlntwl  tua 
Tisi lor  with  the  following  pompous  question— "  Well,  sir!  wlutdotbg  , 
sey  of  roe  ia  Eng\w\4T' 
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AJise  many  disputes  aboat  tho  correction  and  alteration  of  "  if 

80  be^''  and  "  how  so  eyer's."     A  month,  perhaps,  is  spent  in 

tboA  determining  the  precise  number  of  words  the  answer  shall 

contain  ;  and  then  another,  mnst  probably,  in  concluding  whe- 

th&r'  it  shall  be  carried  to  the  bashaw  on  foot,  on  horseback,  or 

in  coiches.     Having  settled  this  weighty  matter,  they  next  fall 

^  'vvo^  upon  the  message  itself,  and  hold  as  much  chattering 

o^^p  it  as  BO  many  magpies  over  an  addled  egg.    This  done, 

they  divide  the  message  into  small  portions,  and  deliver  them 

mto  the  hands  of  little  juntoes  of  talkers,  called  committees  ; 

^^8«  juntoes  have  each  a  world  of  talking  about  their  respec- 

tiT^    par^^phs,  and  return  the  results  to  the  grand  divan, 

wlki^  forthwith  falls  to  and  rctalks  the  matter  over  more  eam- 

^^\y  than  ever.    Now  after  all,  it  is  an  even  chance  that  the 

''^^>i€ct  of  this  prodigious  arguing,  quarrelling,  and  talking,  is  an 

*^^^lr  of  no  importance,  and  ends  entirely  in  smoke.      May  it 

w>^   then  bo  said,  the  whole  nation  have  been  talking  to  no  pur- 

P^^^^^  1    The  people,  in  fact,  seem  to  be  somewhat  conscious  of 

^^  propensity  to  talk,  by  which  they  are  characterized,  and 

■*''^«  a  favorite  proverj)  on  the  subject,  viz.,  "  all  talk  and  no 

*^er  f  this  is  particularly  applied  when  their  congress,   or 

*^^^Dibly  of  all  the  sage  chatterers  of  the  nation,  liave  chattered 

^r^ogh  a  whole  session,  in  a  time  of  great  peril  and  moment- 

^'^^  event,  and  have  done  nothing  but  exhibit  the  length  of  their 

^i^gnes  and  the  emptiness  of  their  heads.     This  has  been  the 

^'^  more  than  once,  my  friend  ;  and  to  let  thee  into  a  secret,  I 

*^Ve  been  told  in  confidence,  that  there  have  been  absolutely 

*^eral  M  women  smuggled  into  congress  from  different  parts 

^  the  empire  ;  who,  having  once  got  on  the  breeches,  as  thou 

^yest  wdi  imagine,  have  taken  the  lead  in  debate,  and  over- 

Wbehned  the  whole  assembly  with  their  garrulity  \  for  my  ^tt^ 
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as  times  go,  I  do  not  seo  why  old  women  should  not  be  m  *B(?t 
ble  to  public  councils  as  old  men  who  posacas  their  <lbqH)sition;'  ; 
— the;  certainly  are  €mineiilly  possessed  of  the  cjouliGctfUon 
requisite  to  govern  in  n  lc^>crncy. 

Nothing,  OS  1  have  repeatedly  insisted,  can  1>e  done  in  i 
country  without  talking  ;  but  they  take  so  long  to  talk  overt 
measure,  tiiat  by  the  time  they  have  determined  upon  ndoptii 
it,  the  period  has  elapsed  which  was  proper  for  carrying  it  iulo 
effect.  Unhappy  nation  I  thus  torn  to  ^neees  by  inte 
talks!  never,  I  fear,  will  it  lie  restored  to  trauqnillity  and  ailci 
Words  are  but  breath  ;  brcstii  is  but  air  ;  and  air  pat  i 
motion  is  nothing  but  wind.  This  vast  empire,  thcrefure,  mn- 
be  comijared  to  nothing  niore  or  less  than  a  mighty  windwi'!. 
and  the  orators,  and  the  chatterers,  and  the  Elang-whani^T-. 
are  the  breezes  that  put  it  in  motion  ;  nnluckily,  however,  lli' 
are  apt  to  blow  different  ways,  and  their  blasts  conntcnctiu^ 
each  other — the  mill  is  perplexed,  the  wheels  stand  still,  the 
grist  is  nnground,  and  the  miller  and  his  family  starved. 

Everything  partakes  of  the  windy  natnre  of  the  govemmrnL 
In  case  of  any  domestic  grievauce,  or  an  insult  from  a  forein 
foe,  the  people  are  all  in  a  buzz  ; — town-mecliugs  are  immedi- 
ately held  where  the  qnidtiuncs  of  the  city  repair,  each  like  an 
Alias,  with  the  cares  of  the  whole  nation  upon  his  shonld'r 
each  resolutely  l>cnt  upon  saving  his  conntry,  and  each  fwplti:iL' 
and  strutting  like  a  turkey-cock  ;  puffed  up  with  words,  n'-  ■ 
wind,  and  nonsense.  Alter  battling,  and  bnzrang,  and  limrii:.' 
fbr  some  time,  and  after  each  man  has  showp  himself  to  he  ind- 
bitably  the  greatest  personage  in  the  meeting,  they  pass  a  itnia 
of  resolutions,  i.  e.  words,  which  were  previoasly  prepared  for 
the  purpose  ;  these  resolutions  are  whimsically  denominated  tlw 
sense  of  the  mccUug,  aud  are  sent  off  for  the  Instnictfon  of  i 
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mgning  bashaw,  who  receiyes  them  gracioaslj,  pots  them  into 
his  red  breeches  pocket,  forgets  to  read  them — and  so  the  mat- 
ter ends. 

As  to  his  highness,  the  present  bashaw,  who  is  at  the  very 
top  of  the  logocracj,  nerer  was  a  dignitary  better  qnalified  for 
his  station.    He  is  a  man  of  superlative  ventosity,  and  compa- 
rable to  nothing  but  a  huge  bladder  of  wind.     He  talks  of  van- 
qnidiing  all  opposition  by  the  force  of  reason  and  philosophy  : 
throws  his  gauntlet  at  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  defies 
them  to  meet  him — on  the  field  of  argnmenti      Is  the  national 
dignity  insnlted,  a  case  in  which  his  highness  of  Tripoli  woald 
immediately  call  forth  his  forces, — the  bashaw  of   America — 
otters  a  qieech.     Does  a  foreign  invader  molest  the  commerce 
in  the  very  mouth  of  the  harbors,  an  insult  which  would  induce 
bis  highness  of  Tripoli  to  order  out  his  fleets, — ^his  highness  of 
America — otters  a  speech.     Are  the  firee  citizens  of  America 
dragged  firom  on  board  the  vessels  of  their  country,  and  forci- 
bly detained  in  the  war  ships  of  another — his  highness  utters 
a  speech.    Is  a  peaceable  citizen  killed  by  the  marauders  of  a 
foreign  power,  on  the  very  shores  of  his  country — ^his  highness 
utters  a  speech.    Does  an  alarming  insurrection  break  out  in  a 
distant  part  of  the  empire — his  highness  utters  a  speech  ! — 
nay,  more,  for  here  he  shows  his  "  energies  f — ^he  most  intre- 
pidly  dispatches  a  courier  on  horseback,  and  orders  him  to  ride 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  a  day,  with  a  most  formidable 
army  of  proclamations,  i.  e,  a  collection  of  words,  packed  up  in 
his  saddle-bags.    He  is  instructed  to  show  no  favor  nor  affec- 
tion ;  but  to  charge  the  thickest  ranks  of  the  enemy,  and  to 
Bpcccliifjr  and  batter  by  words  the  conspiracy  and  the  conspira- 
tors out  of  e]nstence.      Heavens,  my  friend,  what  a  deal  of 
blustering  is  here  1  It  reminds  me  of  a  duughWl  coeVvcv  ^  Ivwroi- 
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bond  KWi^^H 
-rslh  ««JH| 
riug  rn>m  m^^ 


yarxl,  who,  having  ocddentaUy  in  his  scmtchings  foond  ft 
jranie<lia(el;  begins  a  raoRt  vociferoDS  cackling — rslh  i 
him  Lis  heo-bearted  companions,  who  run  chatteriug  ( 
qoiLrters  to  gobble  np  the  poor  little  worm  that  happened  t 
tarn  under  his  e;e.  Oh,  Asvni  t  Ascm  I  on  what  a  prodi^oa 
great  scale  ia  everything  in  this  country  I 

Tiiua,  then,  I  conclndc  my  observations.    The  infidel  n 
have  each  a  sqmrate  characteristic  trait,  by  which  Uiey  may  ft 
distingoished    ttom  each  other ;    the  Spaniards,  (or  im 
may  bo  said  to  sleep  npon  every  affair  of  importauce ; 
Italians  to  fiddle  npon  evcrythmg ;  the  French  to  dance  a 
everything  ;    the  Germnns    to  smoke   npon  everything  ; 
British  islanders  to  eat  npon  everything  ;  and  the  windy  » 
jecta  of  the  American  logocracy  to  talk  npon  cverythii^, 
For  ever  thine. 


FROM  THE  MILL  OF  PINDAR  COCKLOFT.  ESQ. 

HOW  oft  in  maniig  mood  my  heart  recftlls. 
From  grey-beard  father  Time's  ohUviuos  hall^ 
The  modes  and  niHxims  of  my  larly  ilny, 
Long  in  those  dark  recesses  slowM  away  : 
Drags  once  more  to  the  cheerful  rcalma  uf  lif^it 
Those  buckram  fashions,  long  since  lost  iit  night. 
And  makes,  like  Endor's  witch,  once  more  lo  riae 
My  grogrnm  grandamcs  to  my  rnptnred  eyi«  I 

Sliades  of  my  fathers  1  in  yoar  [la^c'lHinrxl  dtirta^ 
Your  liriiidcn'il  waistcoats  and  yonr  iiluib-J  iihirts, 
Y(mr  fonnii\  W'j-V\'i:f— ^vV-t:-sA«wie.l  cufls. 
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Your  fiyennch  chitterlings  and  nine-inch  niffis  I 
Gods  I  how  je  strut,  at  times  in  all  yoor  state. 
Amid  the  visions  of  my  thoaghtfol  pate  I 
I  see  ye  move  the  solemn  minnet  o'er, 
The  modest  foot  scarce  rising  from  the  floor  ; 
No  thundering  rigadoon  with  boisterous  prance. 
No  pigeon-wing  disturb  your  corUre-dan$t, 
But  silent  as  the  gentle  Lethe's  tide, 
Adown  the  festive  maze  ye  peacefhl  glide  I 

Still  in  my  mental  eye  each  name  appears — 
Each  modest  beauty  of  departed  years  ; 
Close  by  manuna  I  see  her  stately  march, 
Or  sit,  in  all  the  majesty  of  starch  ; — 
When  for  the  dance  a  stranger  seeks  her  hand, 
I  see  her  doubting,  hesitating  stand  ; 
Yield  to  his  claim  with  most  fastidious  grace, 
And  sigh  for  her  intended  in  his  place  ! 

Ah  !  golden  days  ;  when  every  gentle  fair 
On  sacred  Sabbath  conn'd  with  pious  care 
Her  Holy  Bible,  or  her  prayer-book  o'er. 
Or  studied  honest  Bunyan's  drowsy  lore  ; 
Traveird  with  him  the  Pilgrim's  Progress  through, 
And  storm'd  the  famous  town  of  Man-soul  too  : — 
Beat  Eye  and  Ear-gate  up  with  thundering  jar. 
And  fought  triumphant  through  the  Holy  War  ; 
Or  if,  perchance,  to  lighter  works  inclined. 
They  sought  with  novels  to  relax  the  mind, 
Twas  Grandison's  politely  formal  page. 
Or  Cleua  or  Pamela  were  the  rage. 

No  plays  were  then — theatrics  were  unknown — 
A  learned  pig — a  dancing  monkey  shown — 
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"nw  feate  of  Punch — a  cuuuiog  jufrgter's  eldght. 
Were  sore  to  fill  each  bosom  witL  ddigbt. 
An  hone^i,  Him^ile,  haiudrum  race  wu  were, 
TTndaslcd  jcl  hj  raahioo's  wildpring  gian  ; 
Oar  manners  iinrcscrTrd,  ilcToiil  uf  gitilc, 
We  knew  uut  the  nnnsWr,  Slyle : 

St;lG,  tliat  with  t;  IiceoiQ  swellfl, 

FhIIb  bors  to  ma  rt»  to  belles, 

Scarcp  Trom  tl  I,  our  gentle  &tr 

Are  Tielilci]  to  tl  XT'*  curi; ; 

Atul,  ere  tbc  he  enso  cao  gain. 

Are  introduced  mj  tnua. 

A  strnnpT's  prosp  no  lonpiT  pivcs  nliinn.'i, 
Our  fiiir  surrcmkr  to  their  viTy  arras. 
Anil  in  the  insidious  waltz  '  will  swim  and  twiae. 
And  whirl  and  lanffuiwh  tenderly  diviue  ! 
Oh,  how  r  hiitc  this  loving,  hupping  dance  ; 
This  imj)  of  Germany  brought  u|>  in  France  ; 
Nor  can  I  see  a  niece  its  windhi.irs  trace, 
But  nil  the  honest  blooii  plows  in  my  face. 
"  S;id,  sad  refiuement  tliis."  I  often  say  ; 
"Tin  mmlcsty  indeed  refined  away  I 
"  1.1't  Friincc  its  whim,  its  fi]mriiliug  wit  supply, 
"  The  eiisy  pritee  that  C8])livates  tlie  eye  ; 
"  l!nt  erirse  their  wallx — their  loose  la.'viTious  arts, 
"  That  sinoiilh  our  manners,  to  corrupt  our  hearts  !"  ' 
AVhiTc  iiiiw  those  ljij<iks,  from  which  in  days  of  yoru 
0\ir  mothers  piiiiied  their  literary  store  ? 
Alas  !  sliff-^kirted  Grandis-.n  gives  jilace 
To  iKivcIs  of  a  new  and  rakish  race  ; 
And  honest  Kunyan's  pimis  dri'amins  lore. 
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To  the  lasciyions  rhapsodies  of  Moore. 

And,  last  of  all,  behold  the  mimic  stage, 

Its  morals  lend  to  polish  off  the  age, 

With  fiimsj  farce,  a  comedy  miscall'd. 

Garnished  with  vulgar  cant,  and  proverbs  bald. 

With  pnns  most  puny,  and  a  plenteons  store  * 

Of  smutty  jokes,  to  catch  a  gallery  roar. 

Or  see,  more  fatal,  graced  with  every  art 

To  charm  and  captivate  the  female  heart, 

The  false,  "  the  gallant,  gay  Lothario  "  smiles,* 

•And  loudly  boasts  his  base  seductive  wiles  ; — 

In  glowing  colors  paint  Calista's  wrongs, 

And  with  voluptuous  scenes  the  tale  prolongs. 

When  Cooper  lends  his  fascinating  powers, 

Decks  vice  itself  in  bright  alluring  flowers, 

Pleased  with  his  manly  grace,  his  youthful  fire, 

Our  fair  are  lured  the  villain  to  admire  ; 

While  humbler  virtue,  like  a  stalking  horse. 

Struts  clumsily  and  croaks  in  honest  Morse. 

Ah,  hapless  days  I  when  trials  thus  combined, 
In  pleasing  garb  assail  the  female  mind  ; 
When  every  smooth,  insidious  snare  is  spread 
To  sap  the  morals  and  delude  the  head  I 
Not  Shadrach,  Mcshach  and  Abed-nego, 
To  prove  their  faith  and  virtue  here  below. 
Could  more  an  angel's  helping  hand  require 
To  guide  their  steps  uninjured  through  the  fire, 
Where  had  but  heaven  its  guardian  aid  denied. 
The  holy  trio  in  the  proof  had  died. 
If,  then,  their  manly  vigor  sought  supplies 
From  the  bright  stranger  in  celestial  guise, 
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Alas  I  can  wc  rrom  fecbkr  natures  claiin. 
To  brave  scductiou's  grdcal,  free  from  blame ; 
To  p&se  through  fire  nuburt  like  golden  ore, 
Though  AKGEL  MISSIONS  bless  the  earth  no  mor 


NOTES,  BY  WILLIAM  WIZARD.  ESQ. 

'  TToUz.]  As  many  of  the  retifed  matronB  of  Uiis  city,  niuktll 
!n  '^  ge«tic  lore."  nro  doubtless  ignorant  of  the  ino?eineiiba  m 
figurKH  of  tliis  modust  eihibition,  I  will  codcoviir  to  ^vd  tot 
aeeouiit  of  it,  in  order  that  thoy  inny  learn  what  odd  capi 
their  dan^'htera   sometimes   cut  when  from   anJcr  their  guard! 

On  a  Bigoal  being  given  by  the  mnsic,  the  gentleman  seizes  I 
lady  round  her  waist ;  the  lady,  scorning  to  be  ontdoue  in  conrt« 
Ytrj  politely  takes  the  gentleman  round  tlio  nect,  with  one  ar 
resting  ogjunst  his  shoulderto  prevent  encronchi 
they  go,  abont,  and  about,  and  sboul—"' Alwiat  what,  sir!" — aboi 
the  room  raadam,  to  be  sure.  The  whole  ecoDomr  of  this  dnn< 
consists  in  turning  round  aud  n>and  the  room  in  a  certain  mel 
eured  Bte|i :  ond  it  is  truly  astonishing  that  this  continued  revrfi 
tion  does  not  set  all  their  hnads  swiniiuing  like  a  top ;  bol  I  hai 
been  positively  assured  that  it  only  oeoaaions  a  gentle  eensattii 
nhieh  is  marvellously  agreeable.  In  the  conrso  of  this  circKmni 
vigntion,  the  dancers,  in  order  to  give  the  ('harm  of  Tariely,  U 
eunlinually  changing  their  relative  sitnations ; — now  the  gentlemtt 
mea:iii)g  no  harm  in  the  world,  I  assure  yon,  madam,  cyeleatl 
flings  his  arm  about  the  lady's  neck,  with  on  air  of  cele»tia]  iiiqit 
dence ;  and  nnon,  the  lady,  meaning;  as  little  barm 
man,  takes  him  round  the  waist  with  most  ingenuous  raodMt  laa 
ffiTislimelit,  to  the  great  delight  of 
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tdnrs,  who  generallj  form  a  ring,  as  the  mob  do.  about  a  piur  of 
amazons  polling  oaps,  or  a  oonple  of  fighting  mastiffk. 

After  continuing  this  divine  intercliange  of  hands,  arms,  et 
cetera,  for  half  an  hoar  or  so,  the  lady  begins  to  tire,  and  with 
^''ejes  upraised,''  in  most  bewitching  languor  petitions  her  partner 
for  a  little  more  support  This  is  always  given  without  hesitation. 
Tlie  lady  leans  gently  on  his  shoulder,  their  arms  entwine  in  a 
thousand  seducing  mischievous  curves — don't  be  alarmed,  madam 
—closer  and  closer  they  approach  each  other,  and  in  conclusion, 
the  parties  being  overcome  with  ecstatic  fatigue,  the  lady  seems 
almost  sinking  into  the  gentleman's  arms,  and  then — ^'  Well,  sir  I 
and  what  then  ?" — Lord,  madam,  how  should  I  know  ? 

*.  ]  My  friend  Pindar,  and  in  fact  our  whole  junto,  has  been 
accused  of  an  unreasonable  hostility  to  the  French  nation;  and  I 
am  informed  by  a  Parisian  correspondent,  that  our  first  number 
played  the  very  devil  in  the  court  of  St.  Cloud,  llis  imperial 
.majesty  got  into  a  most  outrageous  passion,  and  being  withal  a 
waspish  little  gentleman,  had  nearly  kicked  his  bosom  friend,  Tal- 
leyrand, out  of  the  cabinet,  in  paroxysms  of  his  wrath.  Ho 
insisted  upon  it  that  the  nation  was  assailed  in  its  most  vital  part, 
being,  like  Achilles,  extremely  sensitive  to  any  attacks  upon  the 
heel.  When  my  correspondent  sent  oft  his  dispatches,  it  was  still 
in  doubt  what  measures  would  be  adopted ;  but  it  was  strongly 
suspected  that  vehement  representations  would  be  made  to  our 
government.  Willing,  therefore,  to  save  our  executive  from  any 
embarrassment  on  the  subject,  and  above  all,  from  the  disagree- 
able alternative  of  sending  an  apology  by  the  Hobnbt,  we  do 
assure  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  there  is  nothing  further  from  our 
thoughts  than  the  subversion  of  the  Gallic  empire,  or  any  attack 
on  the  interests,  tranquillity,  or  reputation  of  the  nation  at  lar^e, 
which  wo  seriously  declare  possesses  the  highest  rank  in  our  esti- 
mation. Nothing  less  than  the  national  welfare  could  have 
induced  us  to  trouble  ourselves  with  this  explanation;  and  in  the 
name  of  the  junto,  I  once  more  declare,  that  vrU^w  >n^  \jo^)£X>  ^ 
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FreDchnum  wo  merely  moan  one  of  Uiuso  inDonnae,  who 
to  Lhis  oounLry  from  the  kitchena  and  barbers'  sbops  of  Naou, 
Bordeaai,  and  Marseiiled — played  gaino  of  leap-frog  at  all  onr 
balls  and  assumblies — sot  this  uahappj  tuvrn  Lopping  mad — and 
passed  tliemselves  off  un  our  tender-hearted  damsels  for  luforta- 
nato  noblomon — ruined  in  tbo  revolatioa  1  Such  only  cbh  wince  at 
tlie  laah,  and  accuse  ns  of  severity ;  and  wo  sliould  be  mortified  in 
the  eitremo  if  tlicy  did  not  feel  onr  well-intended  castigation. 

'  Fair  Penitent.]  The  story  of  this  play  if  lold  in  its  naliT* 
language,  would  exhibit  a  scene  of  guilt  and  shame,  which 
modest  oar  conld  listen  to  without  shrinking  with  disgust; 
arrayed  as  it  is,  in  all  the  Rpleiidor  of  liaruoniuoB,  rich, 
polished  verse,  it  steals  into  the  heart  tike  some  gay,  Insmion^ 
Bmoath-faoed  villain,  and  betrays  it  iufiensibly  to  immoralitj'  and 
vice;  our  very  Bympnlby  ia  enlisted  on  tlie  Mde  of  guilt;  atu]  Iha 
piety  of  Altnninnt,  and  t!ie  gentleness  of  Lavinia,  are  lost  in  the 
Bplendid  debaucheries  of  tbo  "gallant,  gay  Lotfaario,"  and  tlis 
blustering,  hollow  repentance  of  the  fair  Calista,  whose  sorrow- 
reminds  us  of  ihftt  of  Pope's  Ileloiae — "  I  monm  the  lover,  Dol 
lament  the  lault."  Nothing  is  more  easy  than  tu  bauisb  sach  pb^r* 
from  onr  stage.  Were  onr  ladies,  iustoad  of  crowding  to  see  then 
o^ain  nnd  again  repeatoil,  to  discourage  their  eibibiljun  by  Absenro^ 
the  stage  would  soon  be  indeed  the  school  of  morality,  and  tb* 
Bomber  of  "Fair  Penitents,"  in  all  probability,  rliministi, 
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NO.  Vm— SATURDAY,  APRIL  18,  1807. 

BY  ANTHONY  EVERGREEN,  GENT. 

**  In  an  thy  hamon,  whether  gray*  or  meUow, 
Thou*rt  nieh  a  ioaehy,  testj,  plesMnt  fellow ; 
Haet  so  mach  frit,  and  mirth,  and  spleen  about  thee, 
There  b  no  living  with  thee— nor  without  thee.** 

4  'l^TEYER^  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant,  has 
jjy   there  been  known  a  more  backward  spriug/'    This 
the  nniversal  remark  among  the  almanac  qnidnnncs,  and 
^feather-wiseacres  of  the  day;  and  I  have  heard  it  at  least  fifty- 
Qve  times  from  old  Mrs.  Cockloft,  who,  poor  woman,  is  one  of 
'^hose  walking  almanacs  that  foretell  every  snow,  rain,  or  frost, 
Viy  the  shooting  of  corns,  a  pain  in  the  bones,  or  an  "ugly 
stitch  in  the  side."    I  do  not  recollect,  in  the  whole  coarse  of 
^uy  life,  to  have  seen  the  month  of  March  indulge  in  such 
Untoward  capers,  caprices,  and  coquetries,  as  it  has  done  this 
^ear  :  I  might  have  forgiven  these  vagaries,  had  they  not  com- 
pletely knocked  up  my  friend  Langstaff;   whose  feelings  are 
^Tcr  at  the  mercy  of  a  weathercock,  whose  spirits  sink  and  rise 
>rith  the  mercury  of  a  barometer,  and  to  whom  an  east  wind  is 
ms  obnozioas  as  a  Sicilian  sirocco.    He  was  tempted  some  time 
since,  by  the  fineness  of  the  weather,  to  dress  himself  with  more 
than  ordinary  care,  and  take  his  morning  stroll ;  but  before  he 
liad  half  finished  his  peregrination,  he  was  utterly  discjc^m^v^j^^ 
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and  driTfti  home  by  a  tremcndon!!  eqaall  of  witti),  hftil,  i 
Buow,  or,  aa  he  testUy  termed  it,  "  &  most  tUI^oos  coDgi 
tion  of  vujwrs." 

This  was  too  much  for  the  patience  of  frieml  Laoucelot ; 
declared  he  would  hnmor  the  weather  no  longer  in  its  whi 
whams ;  and,  according  to  his  immcraorial  custom  on  t 
occasions,  retreated  in  hi^h  dudgeon  to  his  dbow-cluur  ti 
of  the  Hpleen  and  rail  at  nature  for  being  so  fantastical : 
found  the  jaile,"  he  frequently  exclaims,  "whnt  a  pity  n 
had  not  been  of  the  miuicnliDe  instead  of  the  ffjuiniu 
the  almanac-makers  nught  then  have  ealculatod  with  e 
degree  of  certainty ." 

When  Langstaff  invests  himself  with  the  spleen,  and  f 
audience  to  the  blue  devils  from  his  elhow-chiur,  I  wooU  | 
advise  any  of  his  friends  to  come  within  giin-ehot  of  hts  d 
with  the  benevolent  purpose  of  administering  cnnsobitit 
amusement ;  for  he  is  then  as  crusty  and  crabbed  as  that  C 
coiner  of  false  money,  Diogenes  himself     Indeed  his  ro- 
such  times  inaccessible  ;  and  old  Pompey  is  the  only  tt 
can  gain  admission,  or  ask  a  qncetion  with  impunity  ;  the  i 
is,  that  on  these  occasions  there  is  not  a  straws  t 
between  them,  for  Porapcy  Is  as  gram  and  grim  and  cynical  u 
his  master. 

Launcelot  has  now  been  above  three  weeks  in  this  deaUir 
eitoation,  and  has,  therefore,  bad  bnt  little  to  do  in  «vr  b^ 
number.  As  he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  give  any  mmmdi 
of  himself  in  our  introduction,  I  wiU  lake  tho  opportnaily  d  hu 
confinement,  while  his  back  is  turned,  to  give  a  sligbl  ekebik  ol 
his  eharacter — (i>rHle  in  whim-whams  and  bachdoiisms,  buttv'li 
in  many  of  the  sterling  qualitiis  of  our  nature.  AwnmA  ^ 
tliis  article,  OUT  teaAere  "«\U  ^rceivo  a  striWi^  1 
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firiend  which  was  taken  bj  that  conuing  rogne,  Will  Wizard, 
who  peeped  throagh  the  key-hole  and  sketched  it  off,  as 
honest  Laancelot  sat  by  the  fire,  wrapped  up  in  his  flannel  robe 
de  ckambre,  and  indulging  in  a  mortal  fit  of  the  hyp.  Now  take 
my  word  for  it,  gentle  reader,  this  is  the  most  anspicious 
moment  in  which  to  tonch  off  the  phiz  of  a  gennine  humorist. 

Of  the  antiquity  of  the  Langstaff  family  I  can  say  but  little  ; 
except  that  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  equal  to  that  of  most  families 
who  have  the  privilege  of  making  their  own  pedigree,  without 
the  impertinent  interposition  of  a  college  of  Heralds.  My  friend 
Laancelot  is  not  a  man  to  blazon  anything  ;  but  I  have  heard 
him  talk  with  great  complacency  of  his  ancestor.  Sir  Rowland, 
who  was  a  dashing  buck  in  the  days  of  Hardiknute,  and  broke 
the  head  of  a  gigantic  Dane,  at  a  game  of  quarter-staff,  in  pre- 
Bespice  of  the  whole  court.  In  memory  of  this  gallant  exploit, 
Sir  Rowland  was  permitted  to  take  the  name  of  Langstoife, 
and  to  assume  as  a  crest  to  his  arms  a  hand  grasping  a  cudgel. 
It  is,  however,  a  foible  so  ridiculously  common  in  this  country 
for  people  to  claim  consanguinity  with  all  the  great  personages 
of  their  own  name  in  Europe,  that  I  should  put  but  little  faith 
in  this  family  boast  of  friend  Langstaff,  did  I  not  know  him  to 
be  a  man  of  most  unquestionable  veracity. 

The  whole  world  knows  already  that  my  friend  is  a  bachelor; 
for  he  is,  or  pretends  to  be,  exceedingly  proud  of  his  personal 
independence,  and  takes  care  to  make  it  known  in  all  companies 
where  strangers  are  present.  He  is  forever  vaunting  the  pre- 
cious state  of  "  single  blessedness,^  and  was,  not  loqg  ago,  con- 
siderably startled  at  a  proposition  of  one  of  his  great  favorites, 
Miss  Sophy  Sparkle,  'Hhat  old  bachelors  should  be  taxed  as 
luxuries."  Launcelot  immediately  hied  him  home  and  wrote  a 
tremendous  long  representation  in  their  behalf,  which  I  «xss. 
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fcBolTed  to  pablish  if  it  is  ctpf  Bttempted  to  rairf  the  i 
into  operation.  Wlielbcr  he  is  sincere  in  flipse  profesiioi 
whether  hi«  present  situatiou  is  owing  to  choice  or  din 
ment,  he  only  can  tell ;  but  if  he  ever  does  tdl,  I  will  ■ 
myself  to  be  shot  by  tbc  first  lady's  eye  that  can  twi 
arrow.  In  his  youth  he  was  forever  in  lore;  bat  it  wm  S 
misfortune  to  be  contiuDally  crossed  and  rivollcil  by  his  Ijommq 
friend  and  contemporary  bean,  Pindar  Cocbloft,  Kst\.,  tot  st 
LangstaJ  never  niaile  a  eonfldant  on  these  occasions,  hie  frii  ■: : 
never  knew  which  way  his  affpctions  pointed  ;  and  so,  hot"!  ■ 
tliera  both,  the  lady  generally  slipped  through  their  finpers. 

It  has  ever  been  the  misfortune  of  Laancolot,  that  Iw  mi:  : 
not  for  the  bouI  of  him  restrain  a  good  thing  ;  &iid  thU  (ilul ' 
hax  drawn  upon  hlni  the  ill-wii)  of  many  whom  he  wonhl  r.- 
have  offended  for  the  world.  Willi  the  kindest  heart  w« 
heaven,  and  the  most  benevolent  disjwsitiou  toward  every  i>-'' 
around  him,  he  has  been  continutUly  betrayed  by  the  miacliifi" 
vivacity  of  liia  fancy,  and  tho  pood-Lumored  wnggcry  of  bis  f^ 
ings,  into  satirical  soUies  which  have  been  treaeiired  up  by  i: 
invidious,  and  retailed  out  with  tho  bitter  sneer  of  mulevolciv- 
iustead  of  the  playful  Uilarily  of  couut^^uanef  which  oripn" 
swceti^ncd  and  tempered  and  disarmnl  them  of  their  fti:i.' 
These  misreprcRentations  have  g^ned  bim  many  repniochtt  m 
lost  him  many  »  friend. 

This  unlucky  characteristic  played  the  min'liicf  with  bici 
one  of  his  love  alTairs.  He  wus,  as  I  have  before  nUavn 
often  opposed  in  his  fcallantrics  by  tlmt  fomiidnlilc  rival.  Vim'. 
OocklufI',  Esq.,  and  a  most  formidalile  riviU  lie  was  ;  fur  hi'  h 
Apcillo,  the  uiue  mnnts,  together  with  all  the  Joiiit  teuauis  ' 
Olympns  to  back  liim  ;  and  everybody  knows  wlmt  huperiai 
confcilisv^les  Uwy  mm  W  a  lover,       I'oor  Likuncelot  stood  i--' 
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chance  ;  the  lady  was  cooped  up  in  the  poet's  comer  of  every 
weekly  paper ;  and  at  length  Pindar  attacked  her  with  a  son- 
net, that  took  np  a  whole  column,  in  which  he  enumerated  at 
least  a  doien  cardinal  yirtnes,  together  with  innumerable  others 
of  inferior  consideration.  Lanncelot  saw  his  case  was  desperate, 
and  that  onless  he  sat  down  forthwith,  be-chembimed  and 
be-angeled  her  to  the  skies,  and  put  every  virtue  under  the  sun 
in  reqoisition,  he  might  as  well  go  hang  himself,  and  so  make  an 
end  of  the  business.  At  it,  therefore,  he  went ;  and  was  going 
on  very  swimmingly,  for  in  the  space  of  a  dozen  Uues  he  hod 
enlisted  nnder  her  command  at  least  three  score  and  ten  sub- 
stantial house-keeping  virtues,  when  unlucklily  for  Launcelot's 
repntation  as  a  poet  and  the  lady's  as  a  saint,  one  of  those  con- 
founded good  thoughts  struck  his  laughter-loving  brain — it  was 
irresistible  ;  away  he  went,  full  sweep  before  the  wind,  cutting 
and  slashing,  and  tickled  to  death  with  his  own  fun  :  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  by  the  time  he  had  finished,  never  was  poor 
lady  so  most  ludicrously  lampooned  since  lampooning  came  into 
feshion*  But  this  was  not  half ;  so  hugely  was  Lanncelot 
pleased  with  this  frolic  of  his  wits,  that  nothing  would  do  but 
he  must  show  it  to  the  lady,  who,  as  well  she  might,  was  mor- 
tally offended,  and  forbid  him  her  presence.  My  friend  was  in 
despair,  but,  through  the  interference  of  his  generous  rival,  was 
permitted  to  make  his  apology,  which,  however,  most  unluckily 
happened  to  be  rather  worse  than  the  original  offence  ;  for 
though  he  had  studied  an  eloquent  compliment,  yet  as  ill-luck 
would  have  it,  a  most  preposterous  whim-wham  knocked  at  his 
pericranium,  and  inspired  him  to  say  some  consummate  good 
things,  which,  all  put  together,  amounted  to  a  downright  hoax, 
and  provoked  the  lady's  wrath  to  such  a  degree,  that  sentence 
of  eternal  banishment  was  awarded  against  him. 
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LaUDcelot  wna  inconsolable,  aiul  determined  in  the  tni»  d 
of  novel  herok'S  to  make  l.hc  tour  of  Europe,  and  h 
lose  the  recollection  of  tbis  misfortune  amongst  thd  goietiei 
France,  and  the  classic  cbanns  of  Italy  ;  he  accontiiigljr  b 
]iRSSi^  in  a  vessel,  and  pursned  hia  voyage  prosperooeljd 
far  88  Sandy-Hook,  where  he  was  seized  with  a  violent  t 
eea-i<ickneBs  ;  at  wliich  he  was  so  affronted  tliul  he  put  his  p 
manteau  into  the  first  pilot-boat,  and  returned  to  t^fwu  c 
pictcly  cured  of  his  love  and  Ins  rnifc  for  travelling. 

I  pass  over  the  snbaeqnent  amours  of  my  friend  Lanfn 
being  but  little  acquainted  with  them  ;  for,  as  I  have  ■ 
mentioned,  he  never  wns  known  to  make  a  confidant  of  «uybc 
lie  always  atfirmed  that  a  man  must  be  a  fool  to  full  in  U 
bat  an  idiot  to  boa^t  of  it ;  ever  denominated  it  the  villaiai 
passion  ;  lamented  that  it  could  not  be  cudgelled  oat  of  U» 
human  heart ;  and  yet  could  no  more  live  without  being  in  love 
with  somebody  or  other  than  he  could  withoot  whim-whams. 

My  friend  Lnuncelot  is  a  man  of  excessive  irritability  of 
nerve,  and  I  au  acquainted  with  no  one  bo  susceptible  of  (he 
petty  "  raiseries  of  human  life  ;"  yet  its  keener  evils  and  TOMtat- 
tones  be  bears  without  slirinking,  and  however  they  may  prey 
in  secret  on  his  happiness,  he  never  complains.  This  was  etrik- 
iogly  evinced  in  an  affair  where  bis  heart  was  deeply  aiid  imrv 
cnhly  concerned,  and  in  which  his  snccess  was  mined  by  uoe  for 
whom  he  had  long  cherished  a  warm  friendship.  The  circam- 
stance  cat  poor  LangjitalT  to  the  very  soul  ;  he  vras  nut  sren  in 
company  for  months  afterward,  and  for  a  long  time  he  sceued 
til  retire  within  himself,  and  battle  with  the  poignaucy  01 
feelings  ;  but  not  a  murmur  or  a  reproach  was  heaM  to  bll  fi 
his  liye,  though,  at  the  mention  of  his  friend's  name,  a  fi 
iiictaiicholy  m\yi\\\.  \k  wliserved  stt'aUng  across  his  fair,  anil  ]i 
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Tolce  assumed  a  tonching  tone,  that  seemed  to  say,  he  reraem- 
bered  his  treachery  "more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger."  This 
affair  has  given  a  slight  tinge  of  sadness  to  his  disposition,  which, 
howerer,  does  not  prevent  his  entering  into  the  amusements  of 
the  world  ;  the  only  effect  it  occasions,  is  that  yon  may  occa- 
sionally observe  him,  at  the  end  of  a  lively  conversation,  sink  for 
a  few  minutes  into  an  apparent  forgetfulness  of  surrounding 
objects,  during  which  time  he  seems  to  be  indulging  in  some 
melancholy  retrospection. 

Langstaff  inherited  from  his  father  a  love  of  literature,  a  dis- 
position for  castle-building,  a  mortal  enemity  to  noise,  a  sove- 
reign antipathy  to  cold  weather  and  brooms,  and  a  plentiful 
stock  of  whim-whams.    From  the  delicacy  of  his  nerves  he  is 
peculiarly  sensible  to  discordant  sounds  ;  the  rattling  of  a  wheel- 
barrow is  "  horrible  f  the  noise  of  children  "  drives  him  dis- 
tracted f  and  he  once  left  excellent  lodgings  merely  because  the 
lady  of  the  house  wore  high-heeled  shoes,  in  which  she  clattered 
up  and  down  stairs,  till,  to  use  his  own  emphatic  expression, 
"  they  made  life  loathsome  "  to  him.    He  suffers  annual  martyr- 
dom from  the  razor-edged  zephyrs  of  our  "  balmy  spring,"  and 
solemnly  declares  that  the  boasted  month  of  May  has  become  a 
perfect  "  vagabond."    As  some  people  have  a  great  antipathy  to 
cats,  and  can  tell  when  one  is  locked  up  in  a  closet,  so  Launce- 
lot  declares  his  feelings  always  announce  to  him  the  neighbor- 
hood of  a  broom  ;   a  household  implement  which  he  abominates 
above  all  others.     Nor  is  there  any  living  animal  in  the  world 
that  he  holds  in  more  utter  abhorrence  than  what  is  ususally 
termed  a  notable  housewife  ;  a  pestilent  being,  who,  he  protests, 
is  the  bane  of  goodfellowship,  and  has  a  heavy  charge  to  answer 
for  the  many  offences  committed  against  the  ease,  comfort,  and 
Social  enjoyments  of  sovereign  man.     He  told  me,  Tio\.\Qii\\^  «^> 
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"  that  he  bad  ratlier  see  one  of  the  weird  dsten  I 
through  his  key-hole  on  a  broomstick,  t!iaa  one  of  the  serf 
niaida  I'uter  the  door  with  a  busom." 

My  fnend  Lauucdot  is  ardtnit  and  diicere  in  his  attaelu 
which  are  confiDed  to  a  chosen  few,  in  whose  society  he  lovesfl 
give  free  scope  to  his  whimsicul  imagination  ;  he,  liowover,  i 
glcs  freely  with  tlie  world,  though  more  as  a  spectator  than  J 
actor  ;  and  without  iin  anxiety,  or  hardly  a  care  to  ]>lea 
generally  received  with  welcome  and  listened  to  with  c 
ceocy.  WhcD  he  extends  his  hand  it  U  iu  a  free,  open.  IiImi 
style  ;  agd  when  yon  shake  it,  you  feel  his  honest  heart  tiiro 
its  pulsations.  TLongh  rather  fond  of  gay  exhibitions,  be  t 
not  appear  so  frequently  at  balls  and  BWeiublies  since  the  ii 
duction  of  the  drum,  trumpet,  and  tamhorine  ;  all  of  which| 
abhors  on  account  of  the  rude  aUack  they  make  o 
of  hearing  :  in  short,  such  is  his  antipathy  to  uoisc,  that  thoi 
exceedingly  )>atriotic,  yet  he  retreats  every  fourth  of  Julrt 
Cockloft  Hall,  in  order  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  the  hnbhidi  4 
coufusLon  which  make  so  considerable  a  part  of  the  pleii 
that  splendid  tiumversary. 

I  intend  this  article  as  a  mere  sketch  of  Langt^tafT'it  moltfl 
ous  ehurncter  ;  hit  innumerable  whim-wliams  will  ttc  eihibil 
by  himself,  iu  tlie  coarse  of  tins  work,  in  all  their  strange  vari^ 
ties  ;  and  the  machinery  of  hia  mind,  more  intricate  than  ttie 
moat  subtile  piece  of  clock-work,  be  fidly  ex]ilatacd.  And  trast 
me,  gentlefolk,  his  ant  Die  whim-whams  of  a  courteooa  genllonw 
fiill  of  most  excellent  quEilitiea  ;  lionoruMe  in  hia  dtapajtii% 
iudepeudent  in  his  sentiments,  and  of  unbounded  good  natw^fl 
may  be  seen  through  all  his  works. 
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ON  STYLE. 

BT  W1LUAM   WIZAKD,    ESQ. 

STTLE,  a  manner  of  writing  ;  titlt ;  pin  of  a  dial ;  the  pistil  of  plants, 

JOUNSON. 
aTTLB,  if styfe,  LiNKUM   FlDELIUS. 

n^yOW  I  would  not  give  a  straw  for  either  of  the  above 
^1  definitions,  though  I  think  the  latter  is  by  far  the  most 
satisfactory ;  and  I  do  wish  siDOcrely  every  modem  nnmskoll, 
who  takes  hold  of  a  subject  he  knows  nothing  about,  would 
adopt  honest  Linkum's  mode  of  explanation.  Blair's  Lectures 
on  this  article  have  not  thrown  a  whit  more  light  on  the  subject 
of  my  inqniries  ;  they  puzzled  me  just  as  much  as  did  the  learned 
and  laborious  expositions  and  illustrations  of  the  worthy  profes- 
sor of  our  coll^^.  in  the  middle  of  which  I  generally  had  the  ill 
luck  to  fall  asleep. 

This  same  word  style,  though  but  a  diminutive  word,  assumes 
to  itself  more  contradictions,  and  significations,  and  eccentrici- 
ties, than  any  monosyllable  in  the  language  is  legitimately  enti 
tied  to.  It  is  an  arrant  little  humorist  of  a  word,  and  full  of 
whim-whams,  which  occasions  me  to  like  it  hugely  ;  but  it  puz- 
zled me  most  wickedly  on  my  first  return  from  a  long  residence 
abroad,  having  crept  into  fashionable  use  during  my  absence ; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  friend  Evergreen,  and  that  thrifty  s])rig 
of  knowledge,  Jeremy  Cockloft  the  younger,  I  should  have  re- 
mained to  this  day  ignorant  of  its  meaning. 

Though  it  would  seem  that  the  people  of  all  countries  are 
equally  vehement  in  the  pursuit  of  this  phantom,  st^le^  ^«t  \&. 
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almost  all  of  them  there  is  a  strange  dcrcraity  in 
what  coastitntos  U  csbcdcc  ;  and  cverj'  diSerent  class,  like  t 
pagan  natious,  adore  it  andcr  a  different  form.     In  Ei^Ui 
for  iiuttaDce,  an  honest  cit  packK  up  iiimscir,  liid  fiuuil;  auil  tdi  ' 
ft^h,  in  a  baggj  or  ttm-whisky,  and  rattles  avray  on  Sanda; 
with  liis  fair  jiartuur  blooming  licside  him,  like  kn  EaaUsn  b 
and  two  chubby  children,  eqiiatljng  lilco  CItincse  iioti\ni  at  1 
feet.     A  baronet  requires  a  ehuriotaud  pair  ;  a  lonl  mast  n 
have  a  iMirouchc  and  four  ;  but  a  duke — oh  t  a  dulci- 
pos^bly  lumber  his  style  along  under  a  coach  and  six,  and  b 
a  Nrure  of  fu4>tnien  mto  the  bargain.     In  Chiua  a 
durin  loads  at  least  three  elephants  with  style;  autl  on  ure^ 
sheep  at  the  Cape  of  OooU  Hope,  trails  ulong  his  tail  uid  J 
style  on  a  wheeltmrrow.     la  E^pt,  or  at  Coastautinuple,  a 
coneiats  in  the  quantity  of  fur  and  fine  clothes  a  lady  Cftn  p 
without  danger  of  suffocation  ;  here  it  is  otherwise,  and  c 
in  the  quantity  she  can  pal  off  without  the  risk  of  frmxiug.    k^ 
Chinese  lady  is  thought  prodigal  of  her  charmti  if  she  vxpixn  the 
tip  of  her  nose,  or  the  ends  of  her  fin^rs,  to  the  anient  fmetf 
bystandiMv ;  and  1  recollect  tliat  all  Canton  was  in  m  ban  in 
couKequeiicc  of  the  great  belle.  Miss  Naiigfoue,  ptwptog  oat  •/ 
the  window  with  her  face  uucnicred  I     Ilcro  tbu  stjla  »tl 
not  only  the  face,  but  tlie  neck,  shoulders,  etc;  j| 
noTer  presumes  to  liide  them  except  when  she  n  i 
Olid  not  suifidcutly  undressed  to  see  coni]>aay. 
'     This  style  has  ruined  tlie  peai»  and  Iiaonony  of  n 
thy  household  ;   for  no  sooner  do  they  u-l  up  fw  style,  I 
instantly  all  tlie  houeat  old  ctomfortal>le  » 
is  discarded ;    and  you  stalk   cniitiously   about, 
nncuuifortnble  splendor  of  Grecian  choirs,  Egyptia 
key  carpeia,  and  Etnucau  vases.    This  vast  ippi 
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nitnre  demands  an  increase  in  the  domestic  establishment ;  and 
a  family  that  once  required  two  or  three  servants  for  eonye- 
nience,  now  employs  half  a  dozen  for  style. 

Bbll  Brazen,  late  fayorite  of  my  unfortunate  friend  Dessa- 
lines,  was  one  of  these  patterns  of  style  ;  and  whatever  freak 
she  was  seized  with,  however  preposterous,  was  implicitly  fol- 
lowed by  all  who  would  be  considered  as  admitted  in  the  stylish 
arcana.  She  was  once  seized  with  a  whim-wham  that  tickled 
the  whole  court.  She  could  not  lay  dowif  to  take  an  after- 
noon's loll,  but  she  must  have  one  servant  to  scratch  her  head, 
two  to  tickle  her  feet,  and  a  fourth  to  fan  her  delectable  person 
while  she  slumbered.  The  thing  took — it  became  the  rage, 
and  not  a  sable  belle  in  all  Hayti  but  what  insisted  upon  being 
fanned,  and  scratched,  and  tickled  in  the  true  imperial  style. 
Sneer  not  at  this  picture,  my  most  excellent  townswomen,  for 
who  among  you  but  are  daily  following  fashions  equally  absurd  ? 

Style,  according  to  Evergreen's  account,  consists  in  certain 
fashions,  or  certain  eccentricities,  or  certain  manners  of  certain 
people,  in  certain  situations,  and  possessed  of  a  certain  share  of 
fashion  or  importance.  A  red  cloak,  for  instance,  on  the  shoul- 
ders of  an  old  market-woman  is  regarded  with  contempt :  it  is 
vulgar,  it  is  odious  :  fling,  however,  its  usurping  rival,  a  red 
Bhawl,  over  the  fine  figure  of  a  fashionable  belle,  and  let  her 
flame  away  with  it  in  Broadway,  or  in  a  ball-room,  and  it  is 
immediately  declared  to  be  the  style. 

The  modes  of  attaining  this  certain  situation,  which  entitle 
its  holder  to  style,  are  variofis  and  opposite  :  the  most  ostensi- 
ble is  the  attainment  of  wealth,  the  possession  of  which  changes 
at  once  the  pert  airs  of  vulgar  ignorance  into  fashionable  ease 
and  elegant  vivacity.  It  is  highly  amusing  to  observe  the  gra- 
dation of  a  family  aspiring  to  style,  and  th^  dmoua  mtti^coi^^ 
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tbej  pursue  iu  order  to  attain  it.  While  beating  np  tft 
wiud  and  tide,  they  are  tlic  mttat  complaisant  Ijcid)^  In 
wurld  I  thpy  ki-ep  "  booing  and  booing,"  ae  M'Syci^l 
Bays,  until  you  would  suppose  them  incapable  of  bUui4 
nprif^ht  ;  they  kiB§  their  hands  to  everybody  who  lias  the  } 
claim  to  style  ;  tliuir  rHmiliarity  is  intolerable,  and  they  al>s 
toly  ovcnvhclm  you  mth  their  frietidfihtp  aod  loviu^ 
But  having  once  gained  the  envied  prcV^Jiiinence,  never  i 
beings  iu  the  world  more  changed.  They  aesame  the  i 
intolerable  caprices  :  at  one  time,  address  yon  with  iraportni 
sociability  ;  at  another,  pass  you  liy  with  silent  luditTerei 
Bomctimes  sit  up  in  their  chaire  in  all  the  majesty  of 
dlencc  ;  atid  ;Lt  another  tdme  bouoee  al>out  with  all  the  ol 
peroua  ill-bred  noise  of  a  little  hoyden  jost  broke  loose  tt 
boarding-school. 

Another  feature  which  (UBdn^Eihes  these  new-miulc  fashil 
ables,  is  the  uiveteracy  with  which  they  look  dowu  upon  tl 
honest  peitple  who  are  strnggliug  lo  climb  np  t«  the  6 
envied  height.  They  never  fail  lo  salute  ihiMn  with  the  i 
sarcastic  reflcctious;  and  like  so  many  worthy  hodmen,  clan 
ing  a  Udder,  each  one  looks  dowa  upon  his  next  oeigl 
below,  and  makes  no  acrople  of  shaking  the  dnst  olT  hii  ■ 
into  his  eyes.  Thn*  by  dint  of  perseverance,  merely,  they  c 
to  Ik  considered  as  established  denizens  of  the  great  world 
in  some  bnrburons  nations  an  oyxter  shell  is  of  sti-rlit^  vi 
and  a  copper  washed  counter  will  pass  current  for  genuine  | 

In  no  instance  have  I  seen  tliis  grnsplng  after  itjle  i 
wlumsicutly  exhibited,  than  in  the  family  of  my  old 
tance,  Timutkv  tiieucr,      I  recoil i-ct  old  Oiblel  when  Iwat* 
buy,  aiid  he  was  the  most  surly  cnnitudgeon  f  ever  koeir.    Ha 
was  a  perfect  bcmo-cmv  Xa  the  small-fry  of  the  daj,  i 
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rited  the  hatred  of  all  these  unlucky  little  shavers :  for  never 
could  we  aaaemble  about  his  door  of  an  evening  to  play,  and 
make  a  little  hubbub,  but  out  he  sallied  from  his  nest  like  a  spi- 
der, flourished  his  formidable  horse-whip,  and  dispersed  the 
irhole  crew  in  the  twinkling  of  a  lamp.  I  perfectly  remember 
a  bill  he  sent  in  to  my  father  for  a  pane  of  glass  I  had  acciden- 
tallj  broken,  which  came  well-nigh  getting  me  a  sound  fiog- 
gring  ;  and  I  remember  as  perfectly  that  the  next  night  I 
revenged  myself  by  breaking  half  a  dozen. 

Olblet  was  as  arrant  a  grubworm  as  ever  crawled  ;  and  the 
only  roles  of  right  and  wrong  he  cared  a  button  for,  were  the 
mles  of  multiplication  and  addition,  which  he  practised  much 
more  successfully  than  he  did  any  of  the  rules  of  religion  or 
morality.  He  used  to  declare  they  were  the  true  golden  rules  ; 
and  he  took  special  care  to  put  Cocker's  arithmetic  in  the  hands 
of  his  children,  before  they  had  read  ten  pages  in  the  Bible  or 
the  Prayer-book.  The  practice  of  these  favorite  maxuns  was  at 
length  crowned  with  the  harvest  of  success  ;  and  after  a  life  of 
self-denial  and  starvation,  and  after  enduring  all  the  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence  miseries  of  a  miser,  he  had  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  himself  worth  a  plum,  and  of  dying  just  as  he  had 
determined  to  e^joy  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  contemplating 
his  great  wealth  and  accumulating  mortages. 

His  children  inherited  his  money  ;  but  they  buried  the  dispo- 
sition, and  every  other  noemorial  of  their  father,  in  his  grave. 
Fired  with  a  noble  thirst  for  style,  they  instantly  emerged  from 
the  retired  lane  in  which  themselves  and  their  accomplishments 
had  hitherto  been  buried  ;  and  they  blazed,  and  they  whizzed, 
and  they  cracked  about  town,  like  a  nest  of  squibs  and  devils  in  a 
firework.  I  can  liken  their  sudden  eclat  to  nothing  but  that  of 
the  locust,  which  is  hatched  in  the  dust,  where  it  IncTeoja^  ^\A 


IG-t 


BALUACrNDI. 


Bwdlfl  Up  to  maturity,  ftiid  after  fwUng  for  a  momnl  the  w 
ing  rays  of  the  sun,  bursts  forth  a  mifrhty  insfvt.  niid  fLu[t«T«.  4 
rattles,  and  bnzaw  frmu  every  tree.  The  little  warblers  i 
have  loug  cheered  the  woodluida  with  tlieir  iluloet  iHit«\  J 
stoiiiicd  liy  the  disiJOTtltuit  racket  of  theAc  npstart  iutrodere,  ■ 
rotlt«nipIatu,  in   contemptuouG   Eilcnce,   their   tinsel  and  I 


Haviti)^  once  started,  the  Oiblete  were  detenuinn)  that  I 
thing  should  Bto|>  them  in  their  career,  until  tLey  had  ran  ll 
f  idl  course ,  and  arrived  at  the  very  tip  top  of  style.  Every  tailor, 
every  shocniAkcr,  every  coachmaker,  every  millititT,  every  nuiy 
toamaker,  every  i>aper-hanger,  every  piano  teacher,  and  <^<^| 
dancing-master  in  the  city,  were  enlisted  in  their  service  ;  ^H 
the  willing  wights  most  courtconsly  answered  their  call  ;  and  flH 
to  work  to  build  up  the  fame  of  tlie  Qiblcta,  as  they  had  ifoii* 
that  of  many  an  aspiring  family  before  them.     In  «  little  tim 
the  young  ladies  could  dance  the  waltx,  thunder  Lodoiska,  mur- 
der French,  kill  time,  and  commit  violence  on  the  face  iif  naUirn 
in  a  landscai>e  in  water-colors,  cqaal  to  the  best  lady  iu  Uie  laml; 
and  the  yonng  gentlemen  were  seen  lounging  at  corners  of 
streets,  and  driving  tandem  ;  beard  tulking  lnud  at  the  tfaestn-, 
and  laughing  in  chnrch,  with  bs  much  ease,  and  grace,  and  mo- 
desty, as  if  they  had  been  gentlemen  all  the  daya  of  their  Hth. 

And  the  Giblets  arrayinl  themKclves  in  scarlet,  and  in  fin' 
linen,  and  seated  themselves  in  high  ]>lacos  ;  but  Dobody  notiml 
them  except  to  honor  them  with  a  little  conteaipt.  The  fliblviii 
made  a  prodigious  splash  in  their  own  opinion  ;  but  nobodj 
extolled  them  except  the  tailors,  and  the  milliuers  who  bad  hwn 
employed  in  manufactnring  their  paraphernalia.  The  fliljrts 
thereupon  lieinp,  like  Caleb  Qnotem,  determined  to  have  "» 
Iilai-e  at  t\ie  tevitw,"  iA\  to  work  more  fiercely  than  ever  ; 
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gare  dinnen,  and  they  gave  balls,  they  hired  cooks,  they  hired 
fiddlers^  they  hired  confectioners  ;  and  they  would  have  kept  a 
newspaper  in  pay,  had  they  not  all  been  boaght  up  at  that  time 
for  the  election.  They  inyited  the  dancing-men  and  the  dancing- 
women,  and  the  gormandizers,  and  the  epicures  of  the  city,  to 
come  and  make  merry  at  their  expense  ;  and  the  dancing-men, 
and  the  dandng^women,  and  the  epicures,  and  the  gormandizers 
did  come  ;  and  they  did  make  merry  at  their  expense;  and  they 
eat,  and  they  drank,  and  they  capered,  and  they  danced,  and 
they — laughed  at  their  entertainers. 

Then  commenced  the  hurry  and  the  bustle,  and  the  mighty 
nothingness  of  fashionable  life  ;  such  rattling  in  coaches  1  such 
flaunting  in  the  streets  1  such  slamming  of  box  doors  at  the  the- 
atre I  such  a  tempest  of  bustle  and  nnmeaning  noise  wherever 
they  appeared  1  The  Giblets  were  seen  here  and  there  and 
everywhere ;  they  visited  everybody  they  knew,  and  everybody 
they  did  not  know;  and  there  was  no  getting  along  for  the  Qib- 
lets.  Their  plan  at  length  succeeded.  By  dint  of  dinners,  of 
feeding  and  firolickiug  the  town,  the  Giblet  family  worked  them- 
selves into  notice,  and  enjoyed  the  ineffable  pleasure  of  being 
forever  pestered  by  visitors  who  cared  nothing  about  them  ;  of 
being  squeezed,  and  smothered,  and  parboiled  at  nightly  balls 
and  evening  tea-parties  ;  they  were  allowed  the  privilege  of  for- 
getting the  very  few  old  friends  they  once  possessed  ;  they 
tamed  their  noses  up  in  the  wind  at  everything  that  was  not 
genteel ;  and  their  superb  manners  and  sublime  affectation  at 
length  left  it  no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt  that  the  Giblets  were 
perfectly  in  style. 


"  Being,  u  it  were,  u  rmnll  cotilcntinente  in  »  n^rer 

contentiDB  etibjecte ;  >  bitlcr  iilooBiuDte  Uice  of  »  >«eela 
^I'Bsoiu-d  sower  ;  »ncl,  all  in  all,  a  more  tli»n  ordiiwrie  w- 
Jojcing,  In  on  eitnLordinnrie  sorrow  ofdelj^ht*. 

Like.  FiDutt*. 


WB   have  been  considerably  edified  of  lai«  hj-  i 
letters  of  advice  from  a  number  of  sage  n 
who  really  seem  to  know  mure  about  onr  work  tli&a  we  do  O 
Belvea.     One  warns  us  against  saying  anything  more  abont  'f 
UKENS,  wlio  is  a  very  purticalar  friead  of  the  writtT.  a 
has  a  singular  disinclination  to  \m>  laaghcd  at.     This  e 
dent  in  particolar  inveighs  against  personalities,  and  acciu 
of  ill-natnre  in  bringing  forward  old  Ftmgus  and  BiUy  IMmpltvd 
fignres  of  fun  to  amuse  the  public.     Another  gentlei 
states  (hat  lie  is  a  near  relation  of  the  Cocklofts,  proeis  a' 
most  soporifically  on  the  impropriety  of  ridiculing  a  r 
old  family  ;  and  declares  that  if  we  make  them  and  thetr  « 
wboms  the  subject  of  any  more  essays,  he  shall  Iw  tmder  the 
necessity  of  applying  to  our  theatrical  champions  for  satisiactioB. 
Jl  third,  who,  by  the  crabbeduess  of  the  handwriting,  and  a  I 
cureless    inaccuracies  in    the  spelling,    appears  t/i  b«  a  1 
assures  us  that  the  Miss  Cocklofts,  and  Miss  Diana  Wea 

and  Miss  Dashaway,  and  Mrs. ,   Will  Wiiard'a  q 

flauii^,  are  so  maeh  obliged  to  oa  for  our  notice,  that  tliey  in 
in  future  to  take  no  notice  of  us  at  all,  bnt  leave  ns  a 
their  tea^rties,  for  which  we  make  them  one  of  our  best  b 
and  say,  "  thank  you,  ladies." 

We  wish  to  heaven  these  good  people  would  attend  to  ll 
own  affairs,  if  they  have  any  to  attend  to,  and  let  an  m 
i^  one  of  the  most  proToking  things  in  the  world  thst  m 
tickle  the  pu\i\\c  &  V\tt.k,  w*;ccly  for  oiir  own  prira(«  f 
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bat  we  mnst  be  crossed  and  jostled  by  these  meddling  incendia- 
ries, and,  in  fact,  have  the  whole  town  aboot  onr  ears.  We  are 
much  in  the  same  situation  with  an  unlucky  blade  of  a  cockney, 
who,  haying  mounted  his  bit  of  blood  to  enjoy  a  little  innocent 
recreation,  and  display  his  horsemanship  along  Broadway,  is 
worried  by  all  those  little  yelping  curs  that  infest  our  city,  and 
who  never  fail  to  sally  out  and  growl,  and  bark,  and  snarl,  to 
the  great  annoyance  of  the  Birmingham  equestrian. 

Wisely  was  it  said  by  the  sage  Linkum  Fidelius,  *'  howbeit, 
moreover,  nevertheless,  this  thrice-wicked  towne  is  charged  up 
to  the  muzzle  with  all  manner  of  ill-natures  and  uucharitable- 
nesses,  and  is,  moreover,  exceedinglie  naughte."  This  passage  of 
the  erudite  Linkum  was  applied  to  the  city  of  Qotham,  of  which 
he  was  once  Lord  Mayor,  as  appears  by  his  picture  hung  up  in 
the  hall  of  that  ancient  city  ;  but  his  observation  fits  this  best 
of  all  possible  cities  "  to  a  hair."  It  is  a  melancholy  truth  that 
this  same  New  York,  though  the  most  charming,  pleasant, 
poUshed  and  praiseworthy  city  under  the  sun,  and  in  a  word  the 
Jfofme  houdu  of  the  universe,  is  most  shockingly  ill-natured  and 
sarcastic,  and  wickedly  given  to  all  manner  of  backslidings  ;  for 
which  we  are  very  sorry,  indeed.  In  truth,  for  it  must  come  out 
like  murder,  one  time  or  other,  the  inhabitants  are  not  only  ill* 
natured,  but  manifestly  unjust ;  no  sooner  do  they  get  one  of  our 
random  sketches  in  their  hands,  but  instantly  they  apply  it  most 
unjustifiably  to  some  ''  dear  friend,"  and  then  accuse  us  vocife- 
rously of  the  personality  which  originated  in  their  own  officious 
friendship  I  Truly  it  is  an  ill-natured  town,  and  most  earnestly 
do  we  hope  it  may  not  meet  with  the  fate  of  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
rah of  old. 

As,  however,  it  may  be  thought  incumbent  upon  us  to  make 
some  apology  for  these  mistakes  of  the  town  ;  and  as  our  ^oodr 


Dfttore  ti  tnily  rxrraptnrjr,  we  vonld  certehi^  Mnrer  tUm  npco- 
tation,  were  it  noi  ihut  wr.  linrc  im  i&Tioable  aut^padiy  to  uk- 
[ng  ftpolopM.   W'v  iiuvi:  a  moet  [troronod  oontnnpt  for  uj  mu 

:«  ^oo(t  r^aiiuiu  fi>r  ui  anrcaMDable  Uiing ; 

iii<iefK-cnil,  M  neital,  to  give  tfae  pulilic  tline 
'  '   p  fii-Kt,  an  apc^oity  imfdiei 


who  canDot  giv''  liin 
and  will  therefori'  i-> 
Epeciul  reasons  fur 
that  we  are aoouDi 
now,  as  we  do  uot 
lie  opinion  or  ]irivt 
apolt^ize  ;  secntnl, 
doing  what  wt'  ouf 
and  nerer  int«Dd  U, 
to  n;ake  an  apolnpy 
ii,  tlH>  art   .,f  ajH.lof; 


rurunulUiT  Tor  oar  conduct; 
,  aa  uuthuK,  fur  cither  po^ 
1  be  iniplylitj^  a  falseliwd  to 
1  iiiiJicat^  thai  we  had  been 
luo,  Ntiw,  m  wc  ncTcr  did 
•otig,  it  would  bo  ridimloi) 
r  nndcr  the  *amc  ineapad^ 
^  tbat  lost  Laii^^laff  liis  luislrt^s  ;  ve 
m-\-vT  yi'l  iiiiiiiTtiHik  tt)  makLi  nti  iijioloi^j-  wiilwiit  commit  ling  & 
tiiw  cidi  1HT,  and  raiikiiifj  mallirs  ten  tiiiiMworjic  than  thcvwcre 
Iji'fiirc  ;  and  we  an-,  tlienforu,  dfteniiiiiM  to  avoid  such  pn-Ji- 
camt-nts  in  riituro. 

lint  [lioiijrii  wi-  iiftvc  rtsiilv.'d  ncTcr  to  apnlofrizc,  _vp(  nc  hii'C 
iL.)   piirtii'iilar  o!>j<>('tioii    lu   explain  ;  and  if  lliis  is  all  thiit's 

«aiitcil,  wo  will  iro  almut  il  dirwtly: n//</'w,  gentlemen  !- — 

hiTiiri',  iiDivevir,  we  enter  a[j(in  this  ^Tioiis  affair,  we  takul'i'* 
niip'irtnnity  tii  vxihi'ss  our  surjiriHe  anil  indignation  at  the  iucri'" 
iliility  <ir  s<.nie  l«'o|.le.  Have  wc  not,  over  and  over,  assureil  th" 
hmii  lluit  we  are  tliree  of  tin-  le.-t  LiaCuml  fellows  livin;;:  ?  A''** 
is  it  not  iistonisliinjr,  Ihat  having  alreadygiveu  seven  ronvinci"^ 
proiif-;  of  Ihe  tmth  of  this  a.^i^^uraate,  they  should  still  have  uiO 
cliinlits  iin  tlic  subjeel  ?  lint  us  it  is  one  of  tlic  imjiossiljle  tliin^ 
to  njtike  u  kna^-e  Iielii've  in  honesty,  so,  perhaps,  it  may  Iw  i^^ 
olliiT  til  itniko  this  most  sareastie, satirieal, and  tea^i^inkinK  ei*- 
lielieve  hi  the  csijiteuce  of  giwii  nature.     But  to  our  csplaw^ 
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tioiL  Oentle  reader  I — for  we  are  convinced  that  none  but  gen- 
tle or  genteel  readers  can  relish  our  excellent  productions — if 
thou  art  in  expectation  cf  being  perfectly  satisfied  with  what  we 
are  about  to  say,  thou  mayest  as  well  ''whistle  lillebnllcro,'' 
and  skip  quite  oyer  what  follows  ;  for  never  wight  was  more 
disappointed  than  thou  wilt  be,  most  assuredly.  But  to  the  ex- 
planation :  We  care  jnst  as  much  about  the  public  and  its  wise 
conjectures,  as  we  do  about  the  man  in  the  moon  and  his  whim- 
whams  ;  or  the  criticisms  of  the  lady  who  sits  majestically  in  her 
elbow  chair  in  the  lobster  ;  and  who,  belying  her  sex,  as  we  are 
credibly  informed,  never  says  anything  worth  listening  to.  We 
have  launched  our  bark,  and  we  will  steer  to  our  destined  port 
with  ondeviating  perseverance,  fearless  of  being  shipwrecked  by 
the  way.  Good-nature  is  our  steersman,  reason  our  ballast, 
whim  the  breeze  that  wafts  us  along,  and  HOBALirv  our  leading 
star. 
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'fi  W-CUAJB. 

T  in  Bome  mcaso  i;  hnmor  to  bo  "  mclanchnlj 

and  geDtliMnnti  j  vifrlit,  and  1  w«  no  nuan 

why  I  should  not  im  w  oncp.     Away,  then,  wilh 

>ko,  with  fiiN.  nmi  l^Liglil.T,  fur  a  wiiiW  ;  l,t  my  i^ou!  look  hui 
ill  nuiiirnfiil  n'tnispcTt,  iiikI  widiicn  «il!i  (he  nicmory  of  my  (tW 
aiiiit  CuAuiTV— ivl.o  (iir.1  of  n  Fmuliimiii  1 

Stiiri'  dot,  oh,  m.ist  (liilii<,iis  iviiili  r,  at  the  mciilion  of  a  rom- 
jiluiiit  f^ii  mif<iriiniou  ;  frrii'Voiisly  liiilh  it  amirtiil  tlie  niin.iil 
riiiiily  of  the  0«klofls  wlio  (MFiy  Ilicir  nli^nni  otLtipatliy  tn  l)"' 
Fr.'ii<h  so  fiir,  tliat  (li<y  vll!  iiot  suITit  n  clorc  of  garlic  in  tlio 
hcuisc  ;  iirid  my  ^'<.oli  ..1,1  frini.l  Chri.-toplitr  wtis  fina-  on  the 
[iniiit  of  iil)iitiiloriiti;f  hi.-i  iiiitcrrm!  romilry  mansion  of  Cockloft 
ilall,  nicMy  l..riiiiv,.fi,.,,|,uiyofrriK.'-shn(l  wttlid  in  a  neiglil"'r- 
hiff  KW:ini|i.  I  verily  Wlirvo  hi"  won  Id  have  carried  liis  wliim- 
wham  into  cfTci't,  Iiiiii  not  a  fortunate  {Irniiijlit  olilijrcd  theetitiny 
to  i^trikp  thdr  Iciits,  am!,  like  a  trooji  of  wandering  Arab?, '" 
niari'h  off  towanl  a  nioistcr  jiart  oflhc  coimlry. 

My  a  lint  Cliarity  departed  (his  life  in  tlie  fifty-ninth  yenr  of 
her  age,  thongli  slie  ni'ver  pri'W  older  after  twenty-five,  la  lif' 
tcciia  fho  WH?,  aeeordiiig  to  liiT  own  aeeoiint,  a  celebrated 
beauty,  though  I  never  conid  meet  with  nnylioiiy  that  roiucm- 


mr  AUNT  OUABTTY.  171 

bered  when  she  was  handsome ;  on  the  contrary,  Evergreen's 
father,  who  used  to  gallant  her.  in  his  youth,  says  she  was  as 
knotty  a  little  piece  of  humanity  as  he  ever  saw  ;  and  that,  if 
ahe  had  been  possessed  of  the  least  sensibility,  she  would,  like 
poor  old  jlceo,  have  most  certainly  run  mad  at  her  own  figure 
and  face  the  first  time  she  contemplated  herself  in  a  looking- 
glass.  In  the  good  old  times  that  saw  my  aunt  in  the  heydcy 
of  youth,  a  fine  lady  was  a  most  formidable  animal,  and  required 
to  be  approached  with  the  same  awe  and  devotion  that  a  Tar- 
tar feels  in  the  presence  of  his  Orand  Lama.  If  a  gentleman 
offered  to  take  her  hand,  except  to  help  her  into  a  carriage,  or 
lead  her  into  a  drawing-room,  such  frowns  I  such  a  rustling  of 
brocade  and  taffeta  t  her  very  paste  shoe-buckles  sparkled  with 
indignation,  and  for  a  moment  assumed  the  brilliancy  of  dia- 
monds :  in  those  days  the  person  of  a  belle  was  sacred  ;  it  was 

unprofaned  by  the  sacrilcgions  grasp  of  a  stranger : simple 

souls  I — ^they  had  not  the  waltz  among  them  yet  I 

My  good  aunt  prided  herself  on  kecpiug  up  this  buckram 
delicacy  ;  and  if  she  happened  to  be  playing  at  the  old-fashioned 
game  of  forfeits,  and  was  fined  a  kiss,  it  was  always  more  trou- 
ble to  get  it  than  it  was  worth  ;  for  she  made  a  most  gallant 
defence,  and  never  surrendered  until  she  saw  her  adversary 
inclined  to  give  over  his  attack.    Evergreen's  father  says  he 
remembers  once  to  have  been  on  a  sleighing  party  with  her,  and 
When  they  came  to  Kissing-bridge,  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  levy  con- 
tributions on  Miss  Charity  Cockloft,  who  after  squalling  at  a 
hideoofl  rate,  at  leng^  Jumped  out  of  the  sleigh  plump  into  a 
anow-bank,  where  she  stuck  fast  like  an  icicle,  until  he  came  to 
her  rescne.    This  Latonian  feat  cost  her  a  rheumatism,  firom 
^hich  she  never  thoroughly  recovered. 

It  is  rather  singnlar  that  my  aunt,  though  a  great  beauty,  and 
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an  heiress  witliul,  ncTer  got  ntarrinl.  The  reason  she  alleg 
was,  that  Bbo  never  met  witli  a  lover  who  resemblecl  Sir  Cbi 
Grandison,  the  hero  of  her  nightly  dreams  ttntl  waking  fan 
bat  I  am  prirntely  of  opiuioa  that  it  was  owing  to  )ier  nof 
huving  had  an  offer.  This  mnch  is  eertniD,  that  for  ninu^  j 
previous  to  hiT  decease,  she  declined  all  attentions  from  the  g 
ticnien,  and  contented  herm:lf  with  watchin)r  over  the  welTara  fl| 
her  fellow-crcatnrcs.  She  was,  indeed,  observed  to  take  a  a 
Btderable  leun  toward  Methodism,  was  freqaeut  hi  her  attdf 
dance  at  love  feasts,  read  Whiteftelil  and  Wesley,  and  even  ii 
BO  far  as  once  to  travel  the  distance  of  fivc-aud-twenty  niiltial 
be  present  at  a  eamji-mecting.  Tliis  gave  great  offence  to  ■ 
coosin  Christopher,  and  hia  good  lady,  who,  as  I  have  alrMdy 
mentioned,  are  rigidly  orthodox  ;  and  had  not  my  aunt  Charily 
been  of  a  most  pacific  disposition,  her  religious  whim-wham 
would  have  occasioned  many  a  family  altercation.  She  wak. 
indeed,  as  good  a  sonl  as  the  Cockloft  family  ever  boofted  ;  » 
lady  of  unbounded  loving-kindness,  which  extended  to  mon, 
woman,  and  ehild  ;  nuiny  of  whom  she  aliuost  kilted  with  good 
nature.  Was  any  aci|uaintnnce  sick?  In  vain  did  the  wiBd_ 
whistlB  and  the  stonn  beat  ;  my  aunt  wonld  waddle  thm 
nind  and  mire,  over  the  whole  town,  bnt  what  she  would  T 
them.  She  vronlil  sit  by  them  for  hours  together  with  Uia  i 
persevering  patience,  and  tell  a  tlionsand  melancholy  s: 
human  misery,  to  keep  np  their  siiirits.  Tlie  whole  ci 
ycrb  teas  was  at  Iicr  fingers'  ends,  from  formidable  wonnwi 
down  to  gentle  balm  ;  and  she  wonld  descant  by  l)ie  hoar  I 
the  healing  qualities  of  hoarhound,  cntiiip,  and  {>euny-nin 
Woe  be  to  the  patient  that  came  under  tlie  benevolent  h 
my  aunt  Cljarity  ;  he  was  sure,  willy-niUy,  to  be  drenched  m 
a  deluge  of  decoctions ;  and  fiiU  many  a  time  bos  my  n 
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Christopher  borne  a  twinge  of  pain  in  silence,  throngh  fear  of 
being  condemned  to  saffer  the  martyrdom  of  her  materia-medica. 
Mj  good  aont  had,  moreoTer,  considerable  skill  in  astronomy, 
for  she  could  tell  when  the  sun  rose  and  set  every  day  in  the 
year  ;  and  no  woman  in  the  whole  world  was  able  to  pronounce 
with  more  certainty,  at  what  precise  minute  the  moon  changed. 
She  held  the  story  of  the  moon's  being  made  of  green  cheese,  as 
an  abominable  slander  on  her  favorite  planet ;  and  she  had  made 
several  valuable  discoveries  in  solar  eclipses,  by  means  of  a  bit  of 
burnt  glass,  which  entitled  her  at  least  to  an  honorary  admission 
in  the  American  Philosophical  Society.  Hutching's  Improved 
was  her  favorite  book  ;  and  I  shrewdly  suspect  that  it  was  from 
this  valuable  work  she  drew  most  of  her  sovereign  remedies  for 
colds,  coughs,  corns,  and  consumptions. 

Bat  the  truth  must  be  told.     With  all  her  good  qualities  my 
aunt  Charity  was  afflicted  with  one  fault,  extremely  rare  among 
her  gentle  sex — it  was  curiosity.     How  she  came  by  it,  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  imagine,  but  it  played  the  very  vengeance  with  her  and 
destroyed  the  comfort  of  her  life.     Having  an  invincible  desire 
to  know  everybody's  character,  business,  and  mode  of  living,  she 
Was  forever  prying  into  the  affairs  of  her  neighbors ;  and  got  a 
great  deal  of  ill-will  from  people  toward  whom  she  had  the 
kindest  disposition  possible.    If  any  family  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  street  gave  a  dinner,  my  aunt  would  mount  her  spec- 
tacles, and  sit  at  the  window  until  the  company  were  all  housed, 
merely  that  she  might  know  who  they  were.    If  she  heard  a 
Btory  about  any  of  her  acquaintance,  she  woukl,  forthwith,  set 
off,  full  sail,  and  never  rest  until,  to  use  her  usual  expression, 
mbe  had  got  "  to  the  bottom  of  it  f  which  meant  nothing  more 
than  telling  it  to  everybody  she  knew. 

I  remember  one  night  my  aunt  Charity  happened  to  hear  a 
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most  predons  Blory  aboat  one  of  lier  godfl 
nately  too  late  to  give  it  imme<liat«  drcnla 
absolutely  miserable  ;  and  Hic  hardly  slept  a 
fear  lier  bosom-friend,  Mre.  Sipkiss,  fihould  | 
in  the  morning  aod  blow  the  whole  affair 
there  was  always  a  contest  between  the» 
eliould  first  give  cnrreiicy  to  the  good-natnre 
everybody;  and  this  unfortunate  riralship  at 
to  their  long  and  ardent  frleudthip.  My  fii 
hours  that  morning  before  her  n^ual  time  ; 
dour  taffeta  gowti,  and  sallied  forth  to  lamei 
her  dear  friend.  Would  yon  belicTe  it  I — 
Mrs.  Sijikins  had  antiripated  her  ;  and,  inste 
to  with  npliftM  hands  and  open-mouthed  v 
aunt  was  obliged  to  sit  dowu  quietly  and 
affair,  with  uumerooa  additions,  alteTatione 
Now,  this  was  too  bad;  it  would  have  almMl 
Qrizzle  or  a  saint.  It  was  too  much  for  my 
bed  for  three  days  afterward,  with  a  cold, 
but  I  have  no  donbt  it  was  owing  to  this  afl 
to  whom  she  never  would  be  reconciled. 

But  I  pass  over  the  rest  of  ray  aunt  Chai 
with  the  various  calamities,  and  misfortunes 
incident  to  those  worthy  old  gentlewomen  w 
tic  cares  of  the  whole  community  npon  t 
hasteu  to  n'lnte  the  mclanclioly  incident  thai 
existence  in  the  full  bloom  of  antiquated  nr) 

In  their  frolicsome  malice,  the  fetes  had  ore! 
boarding-house,  or  Pfnsmi  Franpum.  as  it 
be  PBtahlished  directly  opposite  my  auul'i 
event !     Unhappy  Amit  Charity  !^t  threw 
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ing  disorder  denominated  the  fidgets ;  she  did  nothing  bnt  watch 
at  the  window  day  after  day,  bnt  withont  becoming  one  whit 
the  wiser  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight  than  she  was  at  the  begin- 
ning ;  she  thought  that  neighbor  Pension  had  a  monstrous  large 
&mily,  and  somehow  or  other  they  were  all  men  I  she  could  not 
imagme  what  business  neighbor  Pension  followed  to  support 
so  numerous  a  household  ;  and  wondered  why  there  was  always 
such  a  scraping  of  fiddles  in  the  parlor,  and  such  a  smell  of 
onions  from  neighbor  Pension's  kitchen  ;  in  short,  neighbor 
Pension  was  continually  uppermost  in  her  thoughts,  and  inces- 
santly on  the  outer  edge  of  her  tongue.  This  was,  I  believe, 
the  Tery  first  time  she  had  ever  failed  "  to  get  at  the  bottom  of 
a  thing  f  and  the  disappointment  cost  her  many  a  sleepless 
mght,  I  warrant  you.  I  have  little  doubt,  however,  that  my 
aunt  would  have  ferreted  neighbor  Pension  out,  could  she  have 
spoken  or  understood  French ;  but  in  those  times  people  in 
general  could  make  themselves  understood  in  plain  English;  and 
it  was  always  a  standing  rule  in  the  Cockloft  family,  which 
exists  to  this  day,  that  not  one  of  the  females  should  learn 
French. 

My  aunt  Charity  had  lived,  at  her  window,  for  some  time  in 
vain  ;  when  one  day  ds  she  was  keeping  her  usual  look-out,  and 
suffering  all  the  pangs  of  unsatisfied  curiosity,  she  beheld  a  little 
meagre,  weazel-faced  Frenchman,  of  the  most  forlorn,  diminutive 
and  pitiftd  proportions,  arrive  at  neighbor  Pension's  door.  He 
was  dressed  in  white,  with  a  little  pinched-up  cocked  hat ;  he 
seemed  to  shake  in  the  wind,  and  every  blast  that  went  over 
him  whistled  through  his  bones  and  threatened  instant  annihila- 
tion. This  embodied  spirit  of  famine  was  followed  by  three 
carts,  lumbered  with  crazy  trunks,  chests,  band-boxes,  bid<!^t&^ 
medicine-chest£r,  p&rrota  and  monkeys  ;  and  aY>  \^  \ie!C^  x^^  ^ 
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yelping  pack  of  little  Ijlack-nosed  p^g^^ogs.     Tliw  wan  th 
thing  wnnting  to  fill  ap  the  measure  of  mj  aant  Charity's 
tionB  ;  she  could  not  conceive,  for  the  soal  of  her,  who 
mysterions  little  appiirltion  could  be  that  made  so  gnat 
play  ;  what  he  could  possibly  do  with  so  mach  bappngi 
particularly  with  his  parrots  and  monkeys  ;  or  how  so 
carcass  coald  have  occasion  For  so  many  truTiks  of 
Honest  sonl  I    she  had  never  had  a  peep  into  a  Frenchmai 
wardrobe ;  that  depdl  of  old  coats,  hats,  and  breecheti,  of  tli' 
growth  of  every  fushioii  he  has  followed  in  his  life. 

From  the  time  of  this  fatal  arrival,  my  [x>or  annt  was  Id  i 
quandary  ; — all  her  inquiries  were  fruitlesa  ;  no  otic  wmld 
expound  the  history  of  this  mysterious  strangnr  ;  she  iiuver  lirlil 
up  her  head  afterward — drooped  daily,  took  to  her  bed  in  ' 
fortnight,  and  in  "  one  little  month  "  I  saw  her  quietly  deposit' ■ 
in  the  family  vanit : — l]ciug  the  seventh  Cocklofl  thul  has  (ti<'<i 
of  a  whim-wham  ! 

Take  warning,  my  fair  countrywomen  I  and  yon,  oh,  yc  mi-'!- 
lent  ladies,  whether  married  or  single,  who  pry  into  oIIht  |«'- 
pie's  affairs  and  ni^lcct  those  of  your  owu  househoki— "ir>  vr 
BO  busily  employed  in  observing  the  Tanks  of  others  liui  ;"i 
have  no  time  to  correct  your  own — remember  the  Eale  irf  oj 
duar  annt  Charity,  and  eschew  the  evil  spirit  of  curioatr. 


FROM  MY  ELBOW-CHAta. 

FIND,  by  perusal  of  our  last  number,  that  Wiu.  Wiu« 
.  aud^VF,&r.B,itv.^,\aVvoa,wlvantago  of  my  confinomcnt, 
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of  flCMne  mal-practices,  in  consequence  of  their  qneer  looks  and 
knowing  winks  whenerer  I  came  down  to  dinner  ;  and  of  their 
not  showing  their  faces  at  old  Cockloft's  for  several  days,  after 
the  appearance  of  their  precious  effusions.  Whenever  these  two 
waggish  fellows  lay  their  heads  together,  there  is  always  sure  to 
be  hatched  some  notable  piece  of  mischief ;  which,  if  it  tickles 
nobody  else,  is  sure  to  make  its  authors  merry.  The  public  will 
take  notice  that»  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  these  my  associates 
better  manners,  and  punishing  them  for  their  high  misdemeanors, 
I  have,  by  virtue  of  my  authority,  suspended  them  from  all 
interference  in  Salmagundi,  until  they  show  a  proper  degree  of 
repentance  ;  or  I  get  tired  of  supporting  the  burden  of  the  work 
myself.  I  am  sorry  for  Will,  who  is  already  sufficiently  mortified 
in  not  daring  to  come  to  the  old  house,  and  tell  his  long  stories 
and  smoke  his  cigar  ;  but  Evergreen,  being  an  old  beau,  may 
solace  himself  in  his  disgrace  by  trimming  up  all  his  old  finery 
and  making  love  to  the  little  girls. 

At  present,  my  right-hand  man  is  Cousin  Pindar,  whom  I  have 
taken  into  high  favor.  He  came  home  the  other  night  all  in  a 
blaze  like  a  sky-rocket — whisked  up  to  his  room  in  a  paroxysm 
of  poetic  inspiration,  nor  did  we  see  anything  of  him  until  late 
the  next  morning,  when  he  bounced  upon  us  at  breakfast, 

**  Fire  in  each  eje — and  paper  in  each  hand.*' 

This  is  just  the  way  with  Pindar,  he  is  like  a  volcano  ;  will 
remain  for  a  long  time  silent  without  emitting  a  single  spark, 
aud  then,  all  at  once,  burst  out  in  a  tremendous  explosion  of 
rhyme  and  rhapsody. 

As  the  letters  of  my  friend,  Mustapha,  seem  to  excite  consid- 
erable curiosity,  I  have  subjoined  another.  I  do  not  vouch  for 
the  justice  of  bis  remarks,  or  the  correctness  ot  V^  cA>\i^\^v^^^  S 
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thej  ore  fnll  of  the  blanders  and  errors  in  vhich  strangers  c< 
tiniially  indulge,  wlio  pretend  to  give  an  account  of  ttiia  c 
before  they  well  know  (he  gei^japtiy  of  the  street  in  which  ttioy 
lire.  The  copies  of  my  friend's  papers  being  confnsed  nod  wilb- 
out  date,  I  cannot  pretend  to  gire  tliera  in  systematic  order ;  h 
fact,  they  seem  now  and  then  to  treat  of  matters  wliich  hsie 
occurred  since  hia  departure  :  whether  these  are  sly  intefpol*- 
tions  of  the  raeddJeBome  wight  Will  "Wizard,  or  whether  honral 
Mustapha  was  gifted  witli  the  spirit  of  prophecy  or  second  njAt, 
I  neither  know,  nor  in  fact,  do  1  care.  The  following  seems  to 
have  been  written  when  the  Tripolitan  prisoners  w<-re  so  mncli 
annoyed  hy  the  ragged  state  of  their  wardrobe.  Mustapha  feet 
ingly  depicts  the  embarrassments  of  his  situation,  trareller-likr  ; 
makes  an  easy  transition  from  his  breeches  to  the  seat  of  ^r- 
emment,  and  incontinently  abuses  the  whole  adminlstratioa  ; 
like  a  sapient  traveller  I  once  knew,  who  damned  the  Frewi 
nation  in  toto — because  they  eat  sugar  with  green-peas. 


LETTER  FROM  MUSTAPEIA  RUB-A-DUB  KELT 


I    XBTOH,   TO    4H«1I     nAOCnAM.    PBtNCIPAt.     BUTS- 
BASHAW    OF   TBIPOLL 


SWEET,  oh,  Ascm  I  is  the  memory  of  distant  friends  1 1 
the  mellow  ray  of  a  departing  sun  it  falls  tenderly  yrt  swUj 
on  the  heart.  Ever}'  hour  of  absence  from  my  natire  hmd  ri" 
heuriiy  by,  like  the  sandy  wave  of  the  desert ;  tad  Ute  bat 
shores  of  my  cim>\\.T^  Tiau  Wooming  to  my  imaginatioa,  li 
in  the  soft  WAnsiye  cViom*  o^  «««.«■*.   \  Bfl^,'^'ft.'M>-i*fc'ii 
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to  the  sigh  of  the  captire  ;  I  shed  the  bitter  tear  of  recollection, 
hot  no  one  sympathizes  in  the  tear  of  the  tnrbaned  stranger  I 
Think  not,  however,  thon  brother  of  my  sonl,  that  I  complain  of 
the  horrors  of  mj  situation  ;  think  not  that  mj  captiyitj  is 
attended  with  the  labors,  the  chains,  the  scoarges,  the  insults, 
that  render  slarerj,  with  ns,  more  dreadful  than  the  pangs  of  ' 
hesitating,  lingering  death.  Light,  indeed  are  the  restraints  on 
the  personal  freedom  of  thy  kinsman  ;  but  who  can  enter  into 
the  afflictions  of  the  mind  7 — ^who  can  describe  the  agonies  of 
the  heart  ?  They  are  mutable  as  the  clouds  of  the  air — they  are 
ooantless  as  the  wares  that  divide  me  from  my  native  country. 

I  have,  of  late,  my  dear  Asem,  labored  under  an  inconve- 
nience singnlariy  unfortunate,  and  am  reduced  to  a  dilemma 
most  ridiculously  embarrassing.  Why  should  I  hide  it  from  the 
companion  of  my  thoughts,  the  partner  of  my  sorrows  and  my 
joys  ?  Alas,  Asem  I  thy  friend  Mustapha,  the  invincible  cap- 
tain of  a  ketch,  is  sadly  in  want  of  a  pair  of  breeches  I  Thou 
wilt  doubtless  smile,  oh,  most  grave  Mussulman,  to  hear  me 
indulge  in  ardent  lamentations  about  a  circumstance  so  trivial, 
and  a  want  apparently  so  easy  to  be  satisfied  ;  but  little  canst 
thou  know  of  the  mortifications  attending  ray  necessities,  and 
the  astonishing  difficulty  of  supplying  them.  Honored  by  the 
smiles  and  attentions  of  the  beautiful  ladies  of  this  city,  who 
have  fallen  in  love  with  my  whiskers  and  my  turban  ;  courted 
by  the  bashaws  and  the  great  men,  who  delight  to  have  me  at 
their  feasts ;  the  honor  of  my  company  eagerly  solicited  by 
every  fiddler  who  gives  a  concert ;  think  of  my  chagrin  at 
being  obliged  to  decline  the  host  of  invitations  that  daily  over- 
whelm mc,  merely  for  want  of  a  pair  of  breeches  !  Oh,  Allah  I 
Allah  I  that  thy  disciples  could  come  into  the  world  all  be- 
feathered  like  a  bantam,  or  with  a  pair  of  \eat\\^T  \st^^^^\^^ 
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the  wild  deer  of  the  forest  I     Surely,  my  friend,  it  is  the  det 
of  inau  to  be  forever  Fubjected  to  petty  erila,  nhich,  b 
trifling  in  appearance,  prey  in  Bilence  on  hie  little  pitt«DC 
eiijoyment,  and  poiiwD  tliose  moments  of  sonefune,  which  i 
otherwise  be  consecrated  to  bsppiaeea. 

The  want  of  a  gurment,  thou  wilt  say,  is  easily  supplied  ; 
tliott  mayest  Rnppose  need  only  be  mentioned  to  be  remedied  U 
once  by  any  tailor  of  the  land  ;  tittle  canst  then  conccire  U>t_ 
impediments  which  stand  in  the  way  of  my  comfort ;  and  still  k 
art  thou  acquainted  with  the  prodigious  great  scale  on  wbid 
everything  is  transacted  in  this  country.  The  nation  mores  a 
majesticnlly  slow  and  clumsy  in  the  most  trivial  affairs,  like  U 
unwieldy  elephant  which  makes  a  formidable  difficulty  of  f 
ing  up  a  straw  1     When  I  hinted  my  neceesitiea  to  the  officer 
who  Hm  charge  of  myself  and  my  compamons.  I  expected  to 
have  them  forthwith  relieved  ;  but  he  made  an  amaang  long 
iace,  told  me  that  we  were  prisonere  of  state,  that  we  mid 
therefore  Iw  clothed  at  the  expense  of  government ;  tliat  as  M 
provision  had  been  made  by  Congress  for  any  emergency  of  Q 
kind,  it  was  impossible  Ut  furnish  me  with  a  pair  of  breeches,  ■ 
til  ail  the  sages  of  the  nation  Imd  been  convened  to  talk  over  ll 
matter,  and  debate  upon  the  exjiediency  of  granting  inyn 
Sword  of  the  immortal  KImlid,  thought  I,  but  this  is  j 
this  is  tmly  snblime  !     All  the  sages  of  an  in 
assembled  toother  to  talk  alwnt  my  breeches  1     Voln  t 
that  I  am  I    I  cannot  but  own  that  I  was  somewhat  r 
to  the  delay,  which  must  necessarily  attend  this  method  of  d 
ing  me,  by  the  consideration  that  if  ihey  made  the  aSoir  ■  Wh 
tional  act.  my  "  name  must  nf  course  be  embodied  in  hlsMry.' 
and  myself  and  my  In-i-eches  flourish  to  immortality  io 
of  this  mipbty  cm\i\r<;  \ 


ECONOMY.  .     181 

"  But  pray,"  said  I,  *'  how  docs  it  happen  that  a  matter  so 
insignificant  should  be  erected  into  an  object  of  such  importance, 
as  to  employ  the  representative  wisdom  of  the  nation  ;  and 
what  is  the  eanse  of  their  talking  so  much  about  a  trifle  ?" 
"  Oh,"  replied  the  officer,  who  acts  as  our  slave-driver,  "  it  all 
proceeds  from  economy.  If  the  government  did  not  spend  ten 
times  as  mach  money  in  debating  whether  it  was  proper  to  sup- 
ply yoa  with  breeches,  as  the  breeches  themselves  would  cost, 
the  people  who  govern  the  bashaw  and  his  divan  would  straight- 
way begin  to  complain  of  their  liberties  being  infringed ;  the 
national  finances  squandered !  Not  a  hostile  slang-whanger 
throughout  the  logocracy,  but  would  burst  forth  like  a  barrel  of 
combustion ;  and  ten  chances  to  one  but  the  bashaw  and  the 
sages  of  his  divan  would  all  be  turned  out  of  office  together.  My 
good  Mussulman,^  continued  he,  "  the  administration  have  the 
good  of  the  people  too  much  at  heart  to  trifle  with  their  pockets; 
and  they  would  sooner  assemble  and  talk  away  ten  thousand 
dollars,  than  expend  fifty  silently  out  of  the  treasury  ;  such  is 
the  wonderful  spirit  of  economy  that  pervades  every  branch  of 
this  government."  "  But,"  said  I,  "  how  is  it  possible  they  can 
spend  money  in  talking  ?  surely  words  cannot  be  the  current  coin 
of  this  country  ?"  "  Truly,"  cried  he,  smiling,  "  your  question  is 
pertinent  enough,  for  words  indeed  often  supply  the  place  of  cash 
among  ns,  and  many  an  honest  debt  is  paid  in  promises  ;  but  the 
fact  is,  the  grand  bashaw  and  the  members  of  Congress,  or  grand 
talkers  of  the  nation,  either  receive  a  yearly  salary,  or  are  paid 
by  the  day."  ''  By  the  nine  hundred  tongues  of  the  great  beast 
of  Mahomet's  vision,  but  the  murder  is  out — it  is  no  wonder 
these  honest  men  talk  so  much  about  nothing,  when  they  are 
paid  for  talking,  like  day-laborers."  "  You  are  mistaken,"  said 
my  driver  ;  "  it  is  nothing  but  economy  I" 
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I  rcmiuiicd  silent  for  Eomc  minutes,  for  tUis  iuexplitMblB' 

economy,  always  discumfiu  me ;  atid  wheu  1  flatter  mjMdf 
griLspcd  it,  it  elipe  tbrough  inr  fingers  like  a  jack-o'-iaatent. 
laTU  not,  nor  p<;rbii|js  aver  aliall  au|ulrc,  siiBiciuut  of  Ibr  plii 
BOphic  policy  of  tbis  gOTernment  to  draw  a  ]>ropur  disUncti 
tx^twecn  un  individual  and  a  nation.    If  a  man  was  to  tlin 
awuy  a  pound  in  order  to  save  a  Lieggarly  jjeiuiy,  anil  boast 
the  same  timo  of  Lis  economy,  I  eIiodUI  think  Uim  on  a  par  wi 
the  fool  in  the  fable  of  Alfangi,  wbo,  in  skinning  a  ^nt  worth 
farthing,  siwiiud  a  kuife  worth  fifty  times  the  eum,  and  thongU 
he  bud  Bcted  wisely.     The  shrewd  fellow  would  doubtless  hftVi 
valued  himself  much  more  highly  on  bia  economy,  uonld  ho  liaf 
known  that  liis  example  would  one  day  bo  followed  by  the  !■ 
shaw  of  America  and  the  sages  of  hia  divan. 

Tliia  economic  dispositian,  my  friend,  occasions  much  fighi 
of  the  e]>irit,  and  Inumnerable  contests  of  the  tongao  in  this  t 
ing  as»inbly.  Wouldst  thoa  believe  it?  they  were  acta 
employed  for  a  whole  week  in  a  must  strcnnoug  and  cluquM 
debate  about  pateliiiig  up  a  liolu  in  the  wall  of  the  room  aj^n 
priated  to  their  meetings  I  A  vast  prolusion  of  nervoos  ar( 
ment  and  pompous  dci^himatiou  was  expended  ou  the  occas( 
Some  of  the  orators,  I  lun  told,  being  rather  wag'gishly  iudln 
were  most  stupidly  jocular  on  the  occasion  j  but  their  waggi 
gave  great  offence,  and  was  highly  reprobated  by  the  mc 
weighty  part  of  the  assembly,  who  held  ail  wit  and  humor  io  ol 
miuation,  and  thought  tbc  busiuess  in  band  much  too  soLa 
and  serious  to  be  treated  lightly.  It  is  supposed  by  some  tl 
affair  would  have  occupied  a  whole  winter,  as  it  was  a  satji 
npouwhieb  several  gttntlemen  xjiokG  who  had  never  been  kniK 
to  upon  their  lips  in  that  place,  except  to  say  y«s  aiul  I 
7'heso  silent  meralwr*  ate,  by  Wiiy  of  distinction,  dcnomiuot 
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orator  mums,  ami  are  highly  valued  in  this  country  on  account 
of  their  great  talent  for  silence — a  qualification  extremely  rare 
in  a  logocracy. 

Fortimatelj  for  the  pnblic  tranquillity,  in  the  hottest  part  of 
"the  debate,  when  two  rampant  Virginians,  brimful  of  logic  and 
phflosophj,  were  measuring  tongues,  and  syllogistically  cudgel- 
ling each  other  oat  of  their  unreasonable  notions,  the  president 
of  the  dlTan,  a  knowing  old  gentleman,  one  night  slily  sent  a 
mason,  with  a  hod  of  mortar,  who,  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes, 
closed  up  the  hole,  and  put  a  final  end  to  the  argument.     Thus 
did  this  wise  old  gentleman,  by  hitting  on  a  most  simple  expedi- 
ent, in  all  probability,  save  his  country  as  much  money  as  would 
Imihl  a  gonboat,  or  pay  a  hirelmg  slang-whanger  for  a  whole 
Tolnme  of  words.    As  it  happened,  only  a  few  thousand  dollars 
were  expended  in  paying  these  men,  who  are  denominated,  I  sup- 
pose in  derision,  legislators. 

Another  instance  of  their  economy,  I  relate  with  pleasure,  for 
I  reaUy  b^;in  to  feel  a  regard  for  these  poor  barbarians.  They 
talked  away  the  best  part  of  a  whole  winter  before  they  could 
detennine  not  to  expend  a  few  dollars  in  purchasing  a  sword  to 
bestow  on  an  illustrious  warrior  ;  yes,  Asem,  on  that  very  hero 
who  frightened  all  our  poor  old  women  and  young  children  at 
Deme,*  and  folly  proved  himself  a  greater  man  than  the  mother 
that  bore  him.  Thus,  my  friend,  is  the  whole  collective  wisdom 
of  this  mighty  logocracy  employed  in  somniferous  debates  about 
the  most  trivial  a£Eairs  ;  like  I  have  sometimes  seen  a  herculean 
monntebank  exerting  all  his  energies  in  balancing  a  straw  upon 
his  nose.    Theur  sages  behold  the  minutest  object  with  the  micro* 

*  General  Batoa's  famous  adventure  on  the  land  expedition  from 
Egypt  to  rescue  Bainbridge  and  the  prisoners  at  Tripoli. 
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■eofrfe  e^  of  a  punnire  ;  molc-Itilla  ewgU  into  mmiit^^  mi  t 
gnin  of  ma«lar<l  ttxi  vill  set  tho  whole  antJull  in  a  bahbtib 
WheUier  tliis  imlii.'aU.'s  &  ci^Mdoua  tUIoh  or  a  dinunntiTe  niad,  I 
leftTetheolnikriili^;  form;  part,  1  consider  it  an knotberprmfaC 
the  gnat  scale  on  wii'"'*  — —♦''i'—  ig  transacted  in  thi*  coonlir 
I  have  l)ef<ir(!  told  I  iig  con  be  done  wilhoiit  Con- 

■alUng  the  fa^es  of  t!  ooinj>oee  the  aemmblyctllid 

the  Congress.   This  i  ly  not  improperlj'  be  ttrari 

tlie  "  mother  of  ioret  moxt  ^nitfol  mother  it  ia,  kt 

me  ten  thov,  thongli  ewncrallj  almrtiona.  It  ht 

lately  labored  with  vi  I  the  conception  of  a  mi^f 

nar^.     All  tho  old  wi  good  wivta  that  osaA 

Imsliaw  i^i  liid  L'liiLTni-'iioiL's,  liurriwl  tj  LfuJ^uarturs  tu  U  h^^. 
Vike  inidwivis,  at  the  delivery.  All  was  anxiety,  fidgeting,  and 
roiisiiltatioii  ;  when,  after  a  ileiil  of  g^roaiiing  and  Btnigglinp, 
iiifitnid  or  formidulilc  first-rales  and  pallatit  frigates,  out  crept  * 
litter  of  sorry  little  gutilwats  !  These  arc  most  pitiful  little  ws- 
sels,  partuking  vastly  of  the  charaeter  of  the  grand  bashaw,  kIh> 
has  the  credit  of  begetliug  them— lieiag  flat  shallow  vessels  that 
can  only  Pail  before  the  wind — must  always  keep  in  with  th^ 
land — are  euntinually  finmderiiig  or  rumiing  a-iliore— and,  i»» 
short,  are  oiily  lit  for  smooth  water.  Though  intended  fur  tli*? 
defence  of  the  maritime  cities,  yet  the  cities  are  obliged  to  dcfeii** 
them  ;  aad  they  require  as  much  nursing  as  so  many  rickety  lit' 
tie  bantling.'.  They  are,  however,  the  darling  jiets  of  the  graiitl 
liashnw,  being  the  children  of  his  dotage,  and,  pcrhajw,  fnin* 
their  diminutive  size  and  palpable  weakness,  are  called  tli*' 
"infant  navy  of  America."  The  a«t  that  brought  thern  int" 
c.xislviiee  was  almost  deified  liy  the  majority  of  the  people  as  s* 
grand  stroke  of  econoniy.  By  Hie  beard  of  Mahomet,  bat  tb)--' 
word  is  lru\y  \uex\i&ttble. 
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To  this  economic  bodj,  therefore,  was  I  advised  to  address 
mj  petition,  and  homblj  to  praj  that  the  angnst  assembly  of 
sages  woold,  in  the  plenitude  of  their  wisdom  and  the  magnitude 
of  their  powers,  munificently  bestow  on  an  unfortunate  captiye, 
a  pair  of  cotton  breeches  I  **  Head  of  the  immortal  Amrou," 
cried  I,  "  but  this  would  be  presumptuous  to  a  degree  ;  what  I 
after  these  worthies  have  thought  proper  to  leave  their  country 
naked  and  defenceless,  and  exposed  to  all  the  political  storms 
that  rattle  without,  can  I  expect  that  they  will  lend  a  helping 
hand  to  comfort  the  extremities  of  a  solitary  captive  ?"  My 
exclamation  was  only  answered  by  a  sinile,  and  I  was  consoled 
by  the  assurance  that,  so  far  from  being  neglected,  it  was  every 
way  probable  my  breeches  might  occupy  a  whole  session  of  the 
divan,  and  set  several  of  the  longest  heads  together  by  the  ears 
Flattering  as  was  the  idea  of  a  whole  nation  being  agitated 
about  my  breeches,  yet  I  own  I  was  somewhat  dismayed  at  the  idea 
of  remaining  in  querpo^  until  all  the  national  grey-beards  should 
have  made  a  speech  on  the  occasion,  and  given  their  consent  to 
the  measure.  The  embarrassment  and  distress  of  mind  which  I 
experienced  was  visible  in  my  countenance,  and  my  guard,  who 
is  a  man  of  infinite  good-nature,  immediately  suggested,  as  a 
more  expeditious  plan  of  supplying  my  wants,  a  benefit  at  the 
theatre.  Though  profoundly  ignorant  of  his  meaning,  I  agreed 
to  his  proposition,  the  result  of  which  I  shall  disclose  to  thee  in 
another  letter. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Ascm  ;  in  thy  pious  prayers  to  our  great 
proi)het,  never  forget  to  solicit  thy  friend's  return  ;  and  when 
thou  numberest  up  the  many  blessmgs  bestowed  on  thee  by  all- 
bountiful  Allah,  pour  forth  thy  gratitude  that  he  has  cast  thy 
nativity  in  a  land  where  there  is  no  assembly  of  legislative  chat- 
terers ;  no  great  bashaw,  who  bestrides  a  guubooA.  lot  ^V^V)* 
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horse  ;  wbere  the  word  economy  is  anknown,  sod  where  an  nit- 
fortonate  captire  is  not  oliligeri  to  call  apoQ  the  whole  nation  lo 

cut  bim  out  a  pair  of  bren;hes. 

Ever  thine, 

Ml'STAFBJ. 


FROM  THE  MnX  OF  PINDAR  COCKLOFT,  ESQ. 

TlIOUGn  entered  on  that  sober  age. 
When  men  withdraw  from  fashion's  stage, 
AiiJ  leave  the  follies  of  the  day. 
To  shape  their  course  a  graver  way  ; 
Slill  those  gay  scenes  I  loiter  ronnd, 
lu  which  my  youth  sweet  transport  fonod  ; 
And  though  1  feel  their  joys  decay. 
And  languish  every  honr  away — 
Yet  like  an  exile  doora'd  lo  part 
From  the  dear  coniitry  of  his  heart. 
From  the  fair  S|>ot  in  which  he  >^imng, 
Wlicro  his  first  notes  of  love  were  sung, 
Will  often  turn  (o  wave  the  baud, 
And  sigh  his  blessings  on  the  land  ; 
Just  BO  my  lingering  wati-Ii  I  keep — 
Thns  oft  I  take  my  farewell  peep. 

And,  like  that  pilgrim,  who  rdrvaU, 
Thus  lagging  fW>m  hi^  )mrent  wai^ 
When  the  sad  thought  pervades  his  toind, 
That  the  Ihir  land  he  leaves  behind 


Is  ravaged  by  a  foreign  foe. 
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And  ruined  aU  those  hannts  of  joj 
That  gare  him  rapture  when  a  boj ; 
Tarns  from  it  with  averted  eye, 
And  while  he  heaves  the  angnish'd  sigh, 
Scarce  feels  regret  that  the  loved  shore 
Shall  beam  upon  his  sight  no  more  ; 
Just  so  it  grieves  my  sonl  to  view, 
While  breathing  forth  a  fond  adieu. 
The  innovations  pride  has  made, 
The  fustian,  frippery,  and  parade, 
That  now  usurp  with  mawkish  grace 
Pure  tranquil  pleasure's  wonted  place  I 

nVas  joy  we  looked  for  in  my  prime. 
That  idol  of  the  olden  time  ; 
When  all  our  pastimes  had  the  art 
To  please  and  not  mislead  the  heart.. 
Style  curs'd  us  not — that  modem  flash, 
That  love  of  racket  and  of  trash, 
Which  scares  at  once  all  feeling  joys. 
And  drowns  delight  in  empty  noise  ; 
Which  barters  Mendship,  mirth  and  truth, 
The  artless  air,  the  bloom  of  youth. 
And  all  those  gentle  sweets  that  swarm 
Round  nature  in  her  simplest  form. 
For  cold  display,  for  hollow  state, 
The  trappings  of  the  would-be  great. 

Oh  I  once  again  those  days  recall. 
When  heart  met  heart  in  fashion's  hall, 
When  every  honest  guest  would  flock 
To  add  his  pleasure  to  the  stock, 
More  foDd  bia  transports  to  expresa, 
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Than  show  the  tinsel  of  his  dress  I — 
These  were  the  times  that  clasp'd  the  i 
In  gentle  friendship's  soft  control  ; 
Our  fair  ones,  nnprofan'd  hy  art. 
Content  to  gain  one  honest  heart. 
No  triun  of  sighing  swains  desired, 
Songht  to  be  loved  and  not  admired, 
lint  now  'tis  form,  not  love  unites  ; 
'TIS  show,  not  pleasure  that  invites. 
Each  seeks  the  ball  to  play  the  qnecD, 
To  flirt,  to  conquer,  to  be  seen  : 
Each  grasps  at  universal  sway, 
And  reigns  the  idol  of  the  diiy  ; 
Exults  amid  a  thousand  siglis. 
And  triumphs  when  a  lover  dies. 
Each  belle  a  rival  belle  surveys, 
Like  deadly  foe,  with  hostile  gaze  ; 
Nor  can  her  "  dearest  friend  "  caress, 
Tilt  she  lias  sUly  scann'd  her  dress  ; 
Ten  conipiests  in  one  year  will  make, 
And  six  eternal  friendships  break  ! 

TIow  oft  I  breathe  the  inwnrd  sigh, 
And  feel  the  dew-drop  in  my  eye, 
Wlien  I  lieliold  some  beauteous  frame. 
Divine  in  everything  bnt  name, 
Just  venturinjT,  in  the  tender  ogc, 
On  fashion's  late  new  {angled  stage  ! 
Where  soon  the  guiltless  heart  EKall  ce 
To  beat  in  artlcssnosa  and  peace  ; 
Wliere  all  the  flowers  of  gay  delight 
"Wilb  wtoaV  -jonftv  iw^^&" 
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Shall  wither  'mid  the  cares,  the  strife, 
The  cold  realities  of  life  I 

Thus  lately,  in  mj  careless  mood, 
As  I  the  world  of  fashion  view'd, 
While  celebrating,  great  and  small. 
That  great  solemnity — a  ball. 
My  roving  vision  chanced  to  light 
On  two  sweet  forms  divinely  bright ; 
Two  sister  nymphs,  alike  in  face. 
In  mien,  in  loveliness,  and  grace  ; 
Twin  rosebuds,  bursting  into  bloom, 
In  all  their  brilliance  and  perfume  : 
Like  those  fair  forms  that  often  beam 
Upon  the  eastern  poet's  dream  I 
For  Eden  ha!i  each  lovely  maid 
In  native  innocence  arrayed — 
And  heaven  itself  had  almost  shed 
Its  sacred  halo  round  each  head  I 

They  seem'd,  just  entering  hand-in-hand. 
To  cautious  tread  this  fairy  land  : 
To  take  a  timid,  hasty  view. 
Enchanted  with  a  scene  so  new. 
The  modest  blush,  untaught  by  art. 
Bespoke  their  purity  of  heart ; 
And  every  tunorous  act  unfurPd 
Two  souls  unspotted  by  the  world. 

Oh,  how  these  strangers  joy'd  my  sight 
And  thrilled  my  bosom  with  delight  1 
They  brought  the  visions  of  my  youth 
Back  to  my  soul  in  all  their  truth  ; 
Recall'd  fair  spirits  into  day, 


SjUJIAGCNDI. 


That  dme'B  roogh  band  bad  swept  mwaj  1 
Tbus  tlio  bright  nittivea  Irom  above, 
Wbo  come  oa  mcsBages  of  love. 
Will  bless,  at  rare  and  dUtaut  whilea. 
Our  BiDful  dwelling  by  their  aiiiilc§  1 

Oh  I  my  romnnce  of  youth  is  past, 
Dear  airy  dreams  too  bright  to  lost  1 
Yet  wbeu  such  forms  a&  these  appear, 
I  feel  your  soft  remembrance  here  ; 
For,  ab  I  the  simple  poet's  heart. 
On  which  fond  love  ouco  play'd  its  part, 
StiU  feels  the  soft  puLiations  beat, 
As  loath  to  quit  their  fonncr  scat. 
Jmit  like  the  harp's  melodious  wire, 
Swej)t  by  a  bard  with  heavenly  fire. 
Though  ceased  the  loudly-awelUug  strain, 
Yet  sweet  vibratioua  long  remain. 

Full  fioou  I  found  the  lovely  pair 
Hod  sprang  lieueath  a  mother's  care, 
Hard  by  a  neighboring  streamlet'^  side. 
At  once  its  ormimeot  and  pride. 
The  beiiutcoua  parent's  tender  heart 
Had  well  fulfilled  its  piou^  part ; 
Ami,  like  the  holy  mou  of  old, 
As  we're  by  sacred  writings  lold, 
Who,  when  he  from  his  pupil  sped, 
Puur'd  two-fold  blcssiugs  on  his  head — 
So  this  fond  mother  had  imprest 
Ilcr  early  virtues  in  each  breast, 
And  as  she  found  her  stock  enlarge, 
HbA  sVa^v^  wc-s  ^v*hs  viwVw  iJcM^, 
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Shall  wither  'mid  the  cares,  the  strife, 
The  cold  realities  of  life  I 

Thus  lately,  in  my  careless  mood, 
As  I  the  world  of  &shion  view'd, 
While  celebrating,  great  and  small. 
That  great  solemnity — a  ball. 
My  roving  vision  chanced  to  light 
On  two  sweet  forms  divinely  bright ; 
Two  sister  nymphs,  alike  in  face. 
In  mien,  in  loveliness,  and  grace  ; 
Twin  rosebuds,  bursting  into  bloom, 
In  all  their  brilliance  and  perfume  : 
Like  those  fair  forms  that  often  beam 
Upon  the  eastern  poet's  dream  I 
For  Eden  hall  each  lovely  maid 
In  native  innocence  arrayed — 
And  heaven  itself  had  almost  shed 
Its  sacred  halo  round  each  head  I 

They  seem'd,  just  entering  hand-in-hand. 
To  cautious  tread  this  iairy  land  : 
To  take  a  timid,  hasty  view. 
Enchanted  with  a  scene  so  new. 
The  modest  blush,  untaught  by  art. 
Bespoke  their  purity  of  heart ; 
And  every  timorous  act  unfurl'd 
Two  souls  unspotted  by  the  world. 

Oh,  how  these  strangers  joy'd  my  sight 
And  thrilled  my  bosom  with  delight ! 
They  brought  the  visions  of  my  youth 
Bock  to  my  soul  in  all  their  truth  ; 
Recall'd  fair  spirits  into  day, 
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The  faded  cheek,  the  long-drawn  engli ; 

And  let  it  be  jonr  constant  aim 

To  keep  the  hit  ones  still  the  same  : 

Two  sister  hearts,  nnsnllied,  bright 

As  the  first  beam  of  ladd  light. 

That  Sf)arkles  from  the  yonthfnl  snn, 

When  first  his  jocnnd  race  b^nn. 

So  when  these  hearts  shall  borst  their  shrine 

To  wing  their  flight  to  realms  diyine, 

Thej  may  to  radiant  mansions  rise 

Pore  as  when  first  they  left  the  skies. 


▲  NINE  DAYS  WONDER.  193 


NO.  X.— SATUEDAY,  MAY  16,  1807. 

FROM  MY  ELBOW-CHAIR. 

« 

THE  long  interyal  which  has  elapsed  since  the  pnblication 
of  onr  last  nnmber,  like  many  other  remarkable  events, 
has  given  rise  to  much  conjecture  and  Excited  considerable 
solicitude.  It  is  but  a  day  or  two  since  I  heard  a  knowing 
young  gentleman  observe,  that  he  suspected  Salmagundi  would 
be  a  nine  days  wonder,  and  had  even  prophesied  that  the  ninth 
would  be  our  last  efifbrt.  But  the  age  of  prophecy,  as  well  as 
that  of  chivalry,  is  past ;  and  no  reasonable  man  should  now 
venture  to  foretell  aught  but  what  he  is  determined  to  bring 
about  himself  He  may  then,  if  he  please,  monopolize  predic- 
tion, and  be  honored  as  a  prophet  even  in  his  own  country. 

Though  I  hold  whether  we  write,  or  not  write,  to  be  none  of 
the  public's  business,  yet  as  I  have  just  heard  of  the  loss  of 
three  thousand  votes  at  least  to  the  Clintonians,  I  feel  in  a 
remarkably  dulcet  humor  thereupon,  and  will  give  some  account 
of  the  reasons  which  induced  us  to  resume  our  useful  labors, 
or  rather  our  amusement ;  for  if  writing  cost  either  of  us  a 
moment's  labor,  there  i&  not  a  man  but  what  would  hang  up  his 
pen,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  world  at  large,  and  of  our 
publisher  in  particular;  who  has  actually  bought  himself  a  pair 
of  trunk  breeches,  with  the  profits  of  our  writings  I ! 
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IM  ftAuuarsDL 

He  iDfornu  mi>  that  nntd  penoui  tikiing  called  hit  StUa- 
dftj  for  Ki>.  X.  t'Nik  iht  diai^Miutmait  w  nncii  to  hcut  Qdt 
be  riaHy  ii|i|ir<.'lifti(]nl  n>iii«  tcmUe  nlMlrophe  ;  uhI  ime  gu«t 
looking  muii.  iu  {NLitkuUr,  dccluntl  liu  int«nUim  uf  qnittinj;  tb 
country  if  (lie  work  ma  not  contiuued.  AUJ  tu  tliU,  the  unm 
fau  grown  <:|iiiU'  m.  i  ]aa  furtiiigbt ;   and  Kttsnl 

young  ladio*  liaru  i  tmring,  tiwt  if  MutlRr  um- 

ber did  niti  tuuk(>  li  ton,  they  tronU  b«  ofatiged  U 

unuae  tbrmut'lvos  i«r  booux  uul  wmVJng  then 

tuiaenble.     >'iiw  i  ulern  tbcrc  was  no  flattcij  b 

tbia,  for  tbcy  no  in  ne  vT  being  I.wuice1ot  Las^ 

•taff,  than  they  misiku  (ng  tiie  emperor  of  CUiia,  v 

tbcrnan  in  tbe  moon. 

I  liavi'  also  n-cfivnl  jCTL'ral  It'ttcrs  complaiiiiiig  of  our  indolent 
priKTiL-tinutiuii  ;  iiiiO  uiif  uf  my  lorrcsiMiiiloiit^  assures  me,  ihat 
a  iiuiiilicr  uf  yiniri^r  gciilli.-iiicn,  \»lio  Imd  nut  read  a  book 
tliruiijfii  hincf  liiry  li'fl  school,  but  wlio  liuvt  takcQ  a  wondcrfnl 
liking  lo  inir  ii;i|ht,  will  ciTtaiiik  rflajisf  into  their  old  babiw 
niib'ss  wf  f;u  uii. 

For  till;  sake  therefore,  of  all  Ihe.sc  good  [X'ople,  and  most 
es]ii-<'iiillj-  for  the  i^ati^f;^elion  of  thf  biiies,  every  one  of  whom 
we  wunlJ  love,  if  we  |.os..il.ly  euiihl,  I  have  apiin  wieliied  Jar 
[>cn  wilh  o  Jnosi  hearty  detenu  in  at  ion  to  set  the  whole  world  lo 
ri/hl«  ;  to  make  eln-rul>inis  and  seraphs  of  all  the  fair  ones  of 
Ihi/i  eni'lninling  town,  and  raise  the  sjiirits  of  the  jxxir  federal- 
'ii-t-,  who,  in  tnith,  seem  tu  be  in  ft  sad  takinp,  ever  since  tbe 
A  nir-riean-Tieket  met  wilh  the  accident  of  being  so  unliappilj" 
thrown  out. 
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TO  LAUNCELOT  LANGSTAFF,  ESQ 
IR: 


I  felt  myself  hurt  and  oifcnded  bj  Mr.  Evergreen's  ter- 
rible philippic  against  modem  music,  in  No.  II.  of  your  work,  and 
was  under  serious  apprehension  that  his  strictures  might  bring 
the  art,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  profess,  into  contempt.  The 
opinion  of  yourself  and  fraternity  appears  indeed  to  have  a  won- 
derful effect  upon  the  ^own.  I  am  told  the  ladies  arc  all 
employed  in  reading  Bunyan  and  Pamela,  and  the  waltz  has 
been  entirely  forsaken  ever  since  the  winter  balls  have  closed. 
Under  these  apprehensions  I  should  have  addressed  you  before, 
had  I  not  been  sedulously  employed,  while  the  theatre  continued 
c^n,  in  supporting  the  astonisliing  variety  of  the  orchestra,  and 
in  composing  a  new  chime  or  Bob-Major  for  Trinity  Church,  to 
be  rung  during  the  summer,  beginning  with  dingKlong  di-do, 
instead  of  di-do  ding^ong.^  The  citizens,  especially  those  who 
live  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  harmonious  quarter,  will,  no 
doubt,  be  infinitely  delighted  with  this  novelty. 

But  to  the  object  of  this  communication.  So  far,  sir,  from 
agreeing  with  Mr.  Evergreen  in  thinking  that  all  modem  music 
is  but  the  mere  dregs  and  drainings  of  the  ancient,  I  trast, 
before  this  letter  is  concluded,  I  shall  convince  you  and  him  that 
some  of  the  late  professors  of  this  enchanting  art  have  com- 
pletely distanced  the  paltry  efforts  of  the  ancients  ;  and  that  I, 
in  particular,  have  at  length  brought  it  almost  to  absolute  per- 
fection. 

The  Oreeks,  simple  souls  I  were  astonished  at  the  powers  of 

Orpheus,  who  made  the  woods  and  rocks  dance  to  his  lyre  ; — of 

Amphion,  who  converted  crotchets  into  bricks,  and  quavers  into 

mortar  ;  and  of  Arion,  who  won  upon  the  compassion  of  the 

fishes.    In  the  fervency  of  admiration,  their  poets  fabled  thoA 


196 


EALMAOrKBI. 


Apollo  had  lent  them  his  Ijtp,  aud  inspired  them  wlm 
spirit  of  harmony.  What  tlicn  would  they  have  said  bad  thi'j 
witnessed  the  wonderful  effects  of  my  BkitI  ?  had  Ibey  hard  mr 
in  the  compass  of  a  Eingle  piece,  describe  in  glowing  Dotee  one 
of  the  most  sublime  operations  of  nature  ;  aud  not  only  make 
inanimate  objects  dance,  bat  even  Gpcok  ;  and  not  only  tfrni 
but  speak  in  struus  of  exqaiaite  harmony  t 

Let  me  not,  however,  be  understood  to  say  that  I  am  the  eul' 
author  uf  tUia  extraordinary  improvement  in  the  art,  fur  I  c-'.- 
fesa  I  took  the  Lint  of  many  of  my  discoveries  from  sotop  ■ 
those  meritorious  productions  that  have  lately  eome  abnuid  »: 
made  so  much  noise  under  tho  title  of  overtarea.     Prom  ki:i< 
of  these,  as,  for  instance,  Lodoiska,  and  the  battle  of  Marcu^ 
a  gentleman,  or  a  captain  in  the  city  militia,  or  an  amaEoiii:' 
young  lady  may  indeed  acquire  a  tolerable  idea  of  militAry  U 
tics,  and  become  very   well  esperieneed  in  the  firing  of  hji; 
ketry,  the  roaring  of  cannon,  the  rattling  of  drums,  the  *!■: 
ling  of  fifes,  braying  of  trumpets,  groans  of  the  dying.  : 
trampling  qf  cavalry,  without  ever  going  to  the  wars  ;  bnl  d 
more  especially  in  the  art  of  imitating  inimitable  things,  laa 
giving  the  langu^^  of   every  passion   and  sentiment  of  tb 
human  mind,  so  as  entirely  to  do  away  the  necessity  of  ffwA 
that  I  particularly  excel  the  most  celebrated  musidaua  of  taOB^ 
and  modem  times. 

1  think,  sir,  1  may  Tentnre  to  say  there  is  not  a  soniid  b  Ai 
whole  compass  of  nature  which  I  cannot  imitate,  and  c*v 
improve  upon — nay,  what  I  conader  the  pcrfbctiiMi  «f  my  Bt 
1  have  discovered  a  method  of  cxprcsung,  in  tho  most  strik'K 
manner,  that  uudcfinable,  indescribable  ^eucc  which  tix^i 
panies  the  falling  of  snow. 

In  order  \a  prove  to  you  that  I  do  not  arrogate  to  Btatf 
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what  I  am  unable  to  perform,  I  will  detail  to  yon  the  different 
moTements  of  a  grand  piece,  which  I  pride  myself  apon  exceed- 
ingly, called  the  "  Breaking  up  of  the  Ice  in  the  North  Riyer." 

The  piece  opens  with  a  gentle  a/ndanie  affetuoso^  which  nshers 
yon  into  the  Assembly-room  in  the  State  Honse  at  Albany, 
where  the  epeaker  addresses  the  farewell  speech,  informing  the 
members  that  the  ice  is  abont  breaking  np,  and  thanking  them 
for  their  great  services  and  good  behavior  in  a  manner  so  pathe- 
tic as  to  bring  tears  into  their  eyes. — Flourish  of  Jack-a-don- 
kies. — ^Ice  cracks  ;  Albany  in  a  habbab  : — au*,  "  Three  children 
sliding  on  the  ice,  all  on  a  summer's  day." — Citizens  qnarrelling 
in  Dntch  ; — choms  of  a  tin  trumpet,  a  cracked  fiddle,  and  a 
hand-saw  ! — allegro  moderaio, — Hard  frost : — ^this,  if  given  with 
proper  spirit^  has  a  charming  effect,  and  sets  everybody's  teeth 
chattering. — Symptoms  of  snow — consultation  of  old  women 
who  complain  of  pains  in  the  bones  and  rheumoHcs; — air, 
"  There  was  an  old  woman  tossed  up  in  a  blanket,"  etc., — alle- 
gro staccato  ;  wagon  breaks  into  the  ice  ; — ^people  all  run  to  see 
what  is  the  matter  ; — air,  sialiano ; — ''  Can  you  row  the  boat 
ashore,  Billy  boy,  Billy  boy  :" — andante ; — ^frost  fish  froze  up  in 
the  ice  ; — air — "  Ho,  why  dost  thou  shiver  and  shake.  Gaffer 
Gray,  and  why  does  thy  nose  look  so  blue  ?" — Flourish  of  two- 
penny trumpets' and  rattles  ; — consultation  of  the  North  River 
Society  ; — determine  to  set  the  North  River  on  fire,  as  soon  as 
it  will  bum  ;— air— "  O,  what  a  fine  kettle  of  fish." 

Pabt  II. — Greai  Tkaw. — ^This  consists  of  the  most  melting 
strains,  flowmg  so  smoothly  as  to  occasion  a  great  overflowing  of 
acientific  rapture  ;  air — "  One  misty  moisty  morning."  The  House 
of  Assembly  breaks  up — air — '^  The  owls  came  out  and  flew 
about. — Assembly-men  embark  on  their  way  to  New  York — ^air 
— "  The  ducks  and  geese  they  all  swim  over,  fal,  de  ral^"  etc»— 
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VcBsd  sets  Bail — choms  of  mariucre — "  SWw  her  Dp,  and  let  h» 
gang."  After  this  a  rapid  movement  conducts -you  to  New  York 
— tho  North  River  Society  hold  a  meeting  at  the  comer  nf 
Wall  street,  and  determine  to  delay  baming  till  all  the  Aie,  r,; 
bly-mcn  are  safe  at  home,  for  fear  of  conanming  Bome  of  Iti'  ' 
own  members,  who  belong  to  that  respectable  body.  Belnui 
again  to  the  capital. — Ice  floats  down  the  river  ; — lameotstinn 
of  skatL-rs ;  air,  affttiwso—"  I  sigh  and  lament  me  in  rain,"  cic 
— Allmntans  cuttmg  up  sturgeon  : — air — "  O  the  roaat  be*f  ^'f 
Albany." — Ice  runs  gainst  Polopoy's  island  with  «  terrii  ■ 
crash. — ^Tliis  is  represented  by  a  fierce  fellow  trnvuUing  mil! 
hifl  fiddlcBlick  over  a  huge  bass  viol,  at  tba  rate  of  one  hnndred 
and  fifty  bars  a  minute,  and  tearing  the  music  to  raf^ ;  Uiii 
being  what  is  called  execution.  Tlie  great  body  of  ice  pawn 
West  Point,  and  is  sainted  by  three  or  four  dismounted  cannon 
from  Fort  Putnam — "  Jefferson's  March,"  by  a  fhll  band  ; — air. 
"Yankee  Doodle."  with  §evcnty-six  variations,  never  brfiir 
attempted,  except  by  the  celebrated  eagle  which  flntters  li - 
wings  over  the  copper-bottomed  angel  at  Messrs.  PalT.-  • 
Broadway.  Ice  passes  New  York  ;  conch-shell  sonnds  si  ■  >i - 
tance — ferrymen  call  o-v-e-r  ; — people  run  down  Courtlamii 
street — feiTy-boat  seta  sail — air,  accompanied  by  the  coml 
shell — "  We'll  all  go  over  the  ferry," — Rondeau — givic^  ■' 
]>articular  account  of  BttoH,  the  Fowlcs  Hook  admiral,  who  : 
supposed  to  Itc  closely  connected  with  the  North  Ri»er  Socii-i 
— The  Society  make  a  grand  attempt  to  firo  the  stroam,  but  ^-• 
utterly  defeated  by  a  remarkable  high  tide,  which  briup  i'> 
plot  to  light ;  drowns  npward  of  a  thoasand  rats,  and  oociH"' 
twenty  robins  to  break  their  necks.* — Society  not  being  ^mm'- 
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raged,  apply  to  "  Common  Sense  ^  for  his  lantern  ; — air — "  Nose, 
nose,  jolly  red  nose."  Flock  of  wild  geese  fly  over  the  city  ; — 
old  wives  chatter  in  the  fog  ;^-cocks  crow  at  Communipaw— 
drums  beat  on  Governor's  Island — ^The  whole  to  conclude  with 
the  blowing  np  of  Sand's  powder-house. 

Thus,  sir,  you  perceive  what  wonderful  powers  of  expression 
have  been  hitherto  locked  up  in  this  enchanting  art :  a  whole 
history  is  here  told  without  the  aid  of  speech,  or  writing  ;  and 
provided  the  hearer  is  in  the  least  acquainted  with  music,  he 
cannot  mistake  a  single  note.  As  to  the  blowing  up  of  the 
powder-house,  I  look  upon  it  as  a  chef  (Tcsuvre,  which  I  am  confi- 
dent will  delight  all  modern  amateurs,  who  very  properly  esti- 
mate music  in  proportion  to  the  noise  it  makes,  and  delight  in 
thundering  canon  and  earthquakes. 

I  must  confess,  however,  it  is  a  very  difficult  part  to  manage, 
and  1  have  already  broken  six  pianos  in  giving  it  the  proper 
force  and  effect.  But  I  do  not  despair,  and  am  quite  certain 
that  by  the  time  I  have  broken  eight  or  ten  more,  I  shall  have 
brought  it  to  such  perfection,  as  to  be  able  to  teach  any  young 
lady  of  tolerable  ear,  to  thunder  it  away  to  the  infinite  delight 
of  papa  and  mamma,  and  the  great  annoyance  of  those  Yandals 
who  are  so  barbarous  as  to  prefer  the  simple  melody  of  a  Scots 
air,  to  the  sublime  effusions  of  modem  musical  doctors. 

In  my  warm  anticipations  of  future  improvement  I  have  some- 
times almost  convinced  myself  that  music  will,  in  time,  be 
brought  to  such  a  climax  of  perfection  as  to  supersede  tlie 
necessity  of  speech  and  writing  ;  and  every  kind  of  social  inter- 
course be  conducted  by  the  flute  and  fiddle.  The  immense  ben- 
efits that  will  result  from  this  improvement  must  be  plain  to 
every  man  of  the  least  consideration.  In  the  present  unhappy 
situation  of  mortals,  a  man  has  but  one  way  of  m2LVL\\\^\\s?si'Sj^ 
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perfectly  understood  ;  if  he  loses  his  speech,  he  mnirt  innitdil* 
be  diunb  ail  tite  rtst  of  his  life  ;  but  having  oucQ  leani«<J  tliij 
nev  musical  language,  the  loss  of  speech  will  be  &  mero  Irifir 
.not  worth  a  moment's  nneaffluesB.  Not  otdj  this,  Mr,  L.,  bnl  i' 
will  add  much  to  the  harmony  of  domestic  intercourse ;  for  ii 
certaiuly  much  more  agreeable  to  hear  a  lady  giYo  Iccturp^  ' 
the  piano  thuu,  tivii  viiet,  ia  the  lUiual  discordant  moAsurc.  Tb. 
muQuer  of  discourauig  may  also,  I  think,  be  iutruduced  ni'^ 
great  effect  into  our  national  assemblies,  where  every  mir 
instead  of  wagging  his  tongue,  should  be  obliged  to  flourisli  > 
fiddle-stick,  by  which  means,  if  lie  said  nothing  to  the  [mq«'- 
he  would  at  all  events  "  discourse  most  clwiuent  miiHC,"  kIik  :■ 
is  more  than  can  be  said  of  mostof  them  present.  They  Ini^'l ' 
also  sound  their  own  trumpets  without  beutg  obliged  to  a  bir<- 
ling  scribbler,  fur  an  iumiortahty  of  nine  days,  or  eubjcctni  <" 
the  censure  of  egotism. 

But  the  most  important  result  of  this  discovery  is  that  it  iuD; 
bo  applied  to  the  establishment  of  that  great  desideratum,  iu  ii' 
Icametl  world,  a  universal  langui^.  Wherever  this  scieocc  '  ■ 
music  ii  cultivated,  nothing  more  will  be  more  necessary  llwn  j 
knowledge  of  its  alphabet  ;  which,  being  almost  the  same  w-  ,-< 
where,  will  amount  to  a  nniver^l  mcdinm  of  communicaii<'' 
A  man  may  thus,  with  hit!  violin  nuder  Lis  ann,  n  piece  of  rt^-i' 
and  a  few  bundles  of  catcut,  Sddio  his  way  lliruugh  the  wori: 
and  never  be  at  a  loss  to  make  litniself  understood. 
I  urn  etc., 
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THE  STRANGER  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

BT  JXBEMT  COOKLOFT,   TITB  TOUNGKB. 
CHAPTER   I. 

Cross  the  Delaware — ^knew  I  was  in  Pennsylvania,  because 

^  the  people  were  fat  and  looked  like  the  statue  of  William 

l^enu — ^Bristol — ^very  remarkable  for  having  nothing  in  it  worth 

the  attention  of  the  traveller — saw  Burlington  on  the  opposite 

Bide  of  the  river — ^fine  place  for  pigeon-liouses — and  why? — 

Pennsylvania  famoos  for  barns — cattle  in  general  better  lodged 

than  the  farmers — bams  appear  to  be  built,  as  the  old  Roman 

peasant  planted  his  trees,  "for  posterity  and  the  immortal 

gods.''    Saw  several  fine  bridges  of  two  or  three  arches,  built 

over  dry  places — wondered  what  could  be  the  use  of  them — 

T'eminded  me  of  the  famous  bridge  at  Madrid,  built  over  no 

'Water — Chamouny — floating  bridge  made  of  pine  logs  fastened 

together  by  ropes  of  walnut  bark — strange  that  the  people  who 

liave  such  a  taste  for  bridges  should  not  have  taken  advantage 

of  this  river  to  indulge  in  their  favorite  kind  of  architecture  1 — 

expressed  my  surprise  to  a  fellow  passenger,  who  observed  to 

me  with  great  gravity,  **  that  nothing  was  more  natural  than 

that  people  who  build  bridges  over  dry  places  should  neglect 

them  where  they  are  really  necessary  "—could  not,  for  the  head 

of  me,  see  to  the  bottom  of  the  man's  reasoning — about  half  an 

hour  after  it  struck  me  that  ho  had  been  quizzing  me  a  little — 

didn't  care  much  about  that — revenge  myself  by  mentioning  him 

in  my  book.      Village  of   Washington — very  pleasant,   and 

remarkable  for  being  built  on  each  side  of  the  road — ^houses  all 

cast  in  the  same  mould — ^have  a  very  Quakerish  a^i^actk^i^^^ 
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being  built  of  stonp,  pltistcred  and  white- trashed,  bti4  ( 
doore,  ornamental  with  brass  linockers,  kept  very  briglit- 
several  gBntet'l  yonng  ladies  scouring  thorn — which  w 
the  reason  of  their  brightness.  Breakfasted  at  thu  Fimc  C 
—recommend  this  house  to  all  gentlomeu  travelling  for  ic 
tion,  as  the  landlady  makes  the  best  bnekwheat  cakes  in  the  w 
world  ;  and  becaoae  It  bears  the  Rome  name  with  n  play,  ) 
ten  by  a  young  gentleman  at  riiiladclphis,  which,  notwitlLtUail- 
ing  iu  very  cunsidiTuble  merit,  was  received  at  that  city  witli 
indifference  and  neglect,  bccaose  it  had  no  puns  in  it.  Frenlt- 
fort  i«  tAe  mud — very  ))icturesque  town,  sitaated  on  the  edge  of 
a  pleasant  swamp — or  meadow,  as  they  call  it — ^houses  all  built 
of  turf,  cut  in  imitation  of  stont — poor  substitute — took  in  t 
couple  of  Princeton  students,  who  were  going  on  to  the  BOUtL- 
ward,  to  tell  their  papas  (or  rather  their  mammas),  what  fioa 
manly  little  boys  they  were,  and  how  nobly  they  resisted  tlw 
authority  of  the  tmstees — both  jiupila  of  Gwlwin  and  Tern 
Piuni. — talked  about  the  rights  of  man,  the  social  cnnipaut,  and 
the  porfoctibility  of  boys — hope  thoir  pari-nls  will  whip  then 
whou  lliry  get  home,  and  fiend  them  back  to  college-  witbom 
any  spending  money.  Turnpike  gates — direction  to  keep  i' 
the  right,  as  the  law  directs — very  good  advice,  in  my  oiKui'ui . 
hilt  one  of  the  slodunls  swore  ho  hue!  no  idea  of  enbrnittin;;  i  ■ 
thiR  kind  of  oppression,  nnd  insisted  oa  the  driver's  Inking  ili' 
left  passage,  in  order  to  fibow  tlie  world  we  were  not  to  \- 
'  imposed  upon  by  such  arbitrary  rules — driver,  who,  I  Iwlip'i', 
had  been  a  student  at  Princeton  himself,  shook  bis  head  like  a 
professor,  and  said  it  would  not  do.  Entered  Philjidfl|ihia 
throngh  the  subnrba — four  lil.llo  markets  in  a  herd — one  Inrool 
into  a  school  for  yonng  ladies — luem.  youui^  ladies  early  in  tbe 
market  here— \iun— giwd. 
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CHAPTER   II. 

Very  ill — confined  to  my  bed  with  a  yiolent  fit  of  the  pv/n 
mania — strangers  always  experience  an  attack  of  the  kind  on 
their  first  arriyal,  and  undergo  a  seasoning  as  Europeans  do  in 
the  West  Indies.  In  my  way  from  the  stage-office  to  Renshaw's 
I  was  accosted  by  a  good-looking  young  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  who  had  caught  the  infection — ^he  took  me  by  the  but- 
ton and  informed  me  of  a  contest  that  had  lately  taken  place 
between  a  tailor  and  shoemaker  about  I  forget  what ; — Snip 
was  pronounced  a  fellow  of  great  capabilUy,  a  man  of  gentle- 
manly habits,  who  would  doubtless  suU  eyerybody  The  shoe- 
maker bristled  up  at  this,  and  waxed  exceeding  wroth — swore  the 
tailor  was  but  a  half'SouUd  fellow,  and  that  it  was  to  shew  he 
was  neyer  cut-out  for  a  gentleman.  The  choltr  of  the  tailor  was 
np  in  an  instant,  he  swore  by  his  thimble  that  he  would  neyer 
pocket  such  an  insult,  but  would  baste  any  man  who  dared  to 
repeat  it. — Honest  Crispin  was  now  worked  up  to  his  proper 
pitch,  and  was  determined  to  yield  the  tailor  no  quarters  ; — he 
Yowed  he  would  lose  his  all  but  what  he  would  gain  his  eTids. 
He  re^ntely  held  on  to  the  last,  and  on  his  threatening  to  back- 
strap  his  adyersary,  the  tailor  was  obliged  to  sheer  off,  declaring, 
at  the  same  time,  that  he  would  haye  him  bound  over.  The 
young  gentleman,  haying  finished  his  detail,  gaye  a  most  obstre- 
perous laugh,  and  hurried  off  to  tell  his  story  to  somebody  else 
— Licentia  puniea,  as  Horace  obsenres — ^it  did  my  business — I 
went  home,  took  to  my  bed,  and  was  two  days  confined  with 
this  singular  complaint. 

Haying,  howeyer,  looked  about  me  with  the  Argus  eyes  of  a 
trayeller,  I  haye  picked  up  enough  in  the  course  of  my  walk 
from  the  stage-office  to  the  hotel,  to  giye  a  full  aud  vm'^^sM\s\ 
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account  of  this  remarkable  city.      AccorJing  to  llic  g 
ruk,  I  shall  begin  with  the  etymology  or  itA  name,  which  a 
iug  to  Liukniu    FidcIioB,  Tom.  LV.  is  clearly  derived, 
from  tlio  nikiiiQ  of  its  first  fogndcr,  tiz.  Philo  Dmrnxo-rAM.  | 
the  singnlur  taste  of  the  abori^nc^,  who  flourtalicd  tlitrv  o 
arrival.     Linkum,  who  is  as  Ehrewd  a  fellow  as  any  Iheoriskfl 
F.  S.  A  for  peeping  with  a  dark  Inntcni  into  the  liim)>cr  f 
of  antiqnily,  and  lugging  out  all  the  trash  which  was  K-ft  U 
for  oblivioD  by  our  wiser  ancestors,  snpporta  Ms  opinion  1 
prodigious  naiuber  of  tiigeuions  luid  inapplicable  i 
but  particularly  rests  his  podtion  on  the  known  fact,  Ihnt  f 
Dripping-pan  was  remarkable  for  liis  predilection  tA  eatlii: 
his  iDve  of  what  the  leanied  Dutch  call  drmp.      Oar  t 
author  likewise  observes  that  the  citiiieiis  are  to  this  day  d 
for  their  love  of  "  a  sop  in  the  pau,"  and  their  portly  ap[ 
nnce,  "  except,  inileed,"  coutinnes  he,  "  the  younj 
ore  perfectly  genteel  in  their  dimenstODS — this,  howerer,  1 
naturcdiy  cnoogh  attributes  to  their  eating  pickles,  and  d 
vinegar. 

Tlie  Philulelphians  boast  much  of  the  ntnation  and  p 
their  city,  and  well  may  they,  sinco  it  is  undoubtedly,  tut  ft 
square,  and  regular,  and  right  angled,  as  any  mechanical  g 
conld  posKibly  have  made  it.  1  atu  dearly  of  opinion  ti 
hum  dmm  regularity  has  a  vast  effect  on  the  chancier  fli 
inhabitants  and  even  on  their  looks,  "  for  yon  will  nbivrrc^ 
writes  Linknni,  "  that  they  are  an  honest,  worthr,  square,  goo^ 
looking,  well-meaning,  regular,  uniform,  straight-forward,  clod;- 
work,  clcar-heai]ed,  oue-like-another,  salubrious,  upright,  kind  vl 
people,  who  always  go  to  work  methoilically,  never  pqt  tbe  cart 
before  the  hors^,  talk  like  a  book,  walk  mBthematkally, 
torn  bat  in  rig\it  aa^te,  Wftak  s^Uo^iically,  and  pun  thea 
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can  J,  according  to  the  gennino  roles  of  Cicero  and  Dean  Swift; 
•-^-whereas  the  people  of  New  York — God  help  them — tossed 
aboat  over  hillB  and  dales,  through  lanes  and  alleys,  and  crooked 
streets— continnallj  mounting  and  descending,  turning  and  twist- 
ing— ^whisking  off  at  tangents,  and  left-angle-trianglcs,  just  like 
their  own  queer,  odd,  topsj-turvj  rantipole  citj,  are  the  most 
irregular,  crazy  headed,  quicksilver,  eccentric,  whim-whamsical 
set  of  mortals  that  ever  were  jumbled  together  in  this  uneyen, 
Tillainoos  revolying  globe,  and  are  the  yerj  antipodeans  to  the 
Philadelphians." 

The  streets  of  Philadelphia  are  wide  and  straight,  which  is 
wisely  ordered,  for  the  inhabitants  haying  generally  crooked 
noses,  and  most  commonly  trayclling  hard  after  them,  the*  good 
folks  would  undoubtedly  soon  go  to  the  wall,  in  the  crooked 
strecte  of  our  city.    This  fact  of  the  crooked  noses  has  not  been 
hitherto  remarked  by  any  of  onr  American  trayellers,  but  must 
strike  eyery  stranger  of  the  least  obseryation.    There  is,  how- 
ever, one  place  which  I  would  recommend  to  all  my  fellow-citi- 
zens, who  may  come  after  me,  as  a  promenade — I  mean  Dock 
street — the  only,  street  in  Philadelphia  that  bears  any  resem- 
blance to  New  York — how  tender,  how  exquisite  are  the  feel- 
ings awakened  in  the  breast  of  a  traveller,  when  his  eye  encoun- 
ters some  object  which  reminds  him  of  his  far  distant  country  ! 
The  pensive^  New  Yorker,  having  drank  his  glass  of  porter,  and 
smoked  his  cigar  after  dinner  (by  the  way  I  would  recommend 
Sheaff,  as  selling  the  best  Philadelphia),  may  here  direct  his  soli- 
tary steps  and  indulge  in  that  mellow  tenderness  in  which  the 
Bentimental  Kotzebue  erst  delighted  to  wallow — ^he  may  recall 
the  romantic  scenery  and  graceful  windings  of  Maiden  Lane,  and 
Peail  street,  trace  the  tumnltuous  gutter  in  its  harmonious 
ineanderings,  and  almost  fancy  he  beholds  the  moss-crowned  roof 


of  the  Bear  Market,  or  tlic  majestic  steeple  of  St,  PuiPa  ti 
ing  to  the  clouds. — Perhaps,  too,  lie  may  have  left  behind  h 
Eome  gentle  fair  one,  n'ho,  all  the  live-long  evening,  sits  p 
siveiy  nt  the  window,  leaning  on  her  elbows,  and  connUitg  t| 
lingering,  lame  and  broken- winded  moments  that  Bo  t«dloii 
lengthen  the  hours  which  separate  her  from  the  oliiject  of  h 
contem|»lationa  1 — delightful  Lethe  of  the  soul — snushine  <>! 
existcDce — wife  and  children  poking  up  the  cheerful  cvenmg  fire 
— paper  wiudows,  mud  walls,  lore  in  a  cottitge — sweet  e 
bilitj— and  all  that. 

EvDryl>ody  has  heard  of  the  famous  Bank  of  PenDsyIn 
which,  sines  the  destrncfjon  of  the  tomb  of  Mansolus,  and  tl» 
Colossus  of  Rhodes,  may  fairly  be  estimated  as  one  of  the  wou- 
ders  of  the  world.  My  landlord  thinks  it  unqnestiooably  the 
finest  building  npon  earth.  The  houest  man  has  never  seen  tbc 
theatre  in  New  York,  or  the  new  brick  chnrch  at  the  hciul  of 
Hector  street,  which,  when  finished,  will  beyond  all  doubt  h 
infinitely  superior  to  the  Pennsylvuuia  bams  I  noted  before. 

Philadelphia  ia  a  place  of  great  trade  and  t 
but  that  it  would  haTe  been  much  more  so,  that  is  bod  it  b 
built  on  the  site  of  New  York  :  Irat  as  New  York  hosengTiM 
its  present  situation,  I  thiuk  Philadelphia  must  be  contFntI 
Stand  where  it  does  at  present — at  any  rate  it  is  not  PUl 
phia's  fanlt,  nor  is  it  any  concern  of  mine,  so  I  shall  not  o 
myself  nneuny  alwnt  the  affair.  Besides,  to  use  Trim's  u 
ment,  were  that  city  to  stand  where  New  York  does,  it  a 
perhaps  hnvo  the  misfortune  to  !>«  called  New  York  * 
Philadelphia,  which  would  be  quite  another  matter,  and  I 
portion  of  my  travels  hod  undoubtedly  txwn  smutticred  before  J 
was  liorn — which  wonld  have  been  a  thousand  pities  indnd. 

Of  the  manututVwtti  oC  Philadelphia,  I  can  say  but  U' 
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except  that  the  people  are  famous  for  an  excellent  kind  of  con- 
fectionery, made  from  the  drainings  of  sugar.  The  process  is 
simple  as  any  in  Mrs.  Glass's  excellent  and  useful  work  (which 
I  hereby  recommend  to  the  fair  hands  of  all  young  ladies,  who 
are  not  occupied  in  reading  Moore's  poems) — ^you  buy  a  pot — 
put  your  molasses  in  your  pot — (if  you  can  beg,  borrow,  or 
steal  your  molasses  it  will  come  much  cheaper  than  if  you  buy 
it) — boil  your  molasses  to  a  proper  consistency  ;  but  if  you  boil 
it  too  much,  it  will  be  none  the  better  for  it — then  pour  it  off 
and  let  it  cool,  or  draw  it  out  into  little  pieces  about  nine  inches 
long,  and  put  it  \>y  for  use.  This  manufacture  is  called  by  the 
Bostonians  lasses  candy,  by  the  New  Yorkers,  cock-a-neMiee — but 
by  the  polite  Philadelphians,  by  a  name  utterly  impossible  to 
pronounce. 

The  Philadelphia  ladies  are  some  of  them  beautiful,  some  of 
them  tolerably  good  looking,  and  some  of  them,  to  say  the  truth, 
are  not  at  all  handsome.  They  are,  however,  very  agreeable 
in  general,  except  those  who  are  reckoned  witty,  who,  if  I  might 
be  allowed  to  speak  my  mind,  are  very  disagreeable,  particu- 
larly to  young  gentlemen,  who  are  trayelling  for  infonnation^ 
Being  fond  of  tea-parties,  they  are  a  little  given  to  criticism — 
but  are  in  general  remarkably  discreet,  and  very  industrious  as 
I  have  been  assured  by  some  of  my  friends.  Take  them  all  in 
all,  however,  they  are  much  inferior  to  the  ladies  of  New  York, 
OS  plainly  appears,  from  several  young  gentlemen  having  fallen 
in  love  with  some  of  our  belles,  after  resisting  all  the  female 
attractions  of  Philadelphia.  From  this  inferiority,  I  except  one, 
who  is  the  most  amiable,  the  most  accomplished,  the  most 
bewitching,  and  the  mast  of  everything  that  constitutes  the 
divinity  of  woman — mem. — golden  apple  ! 
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The  ttmnscmetits  of  the  Philodelphians  arc  dancing,  panni 
tea-jtartiee,  and  tfaeatrical  cxliibitions.     In  the  first,  thpj  tm 
ioferior  to  the  yoang  people  of  Now  York,  owing  to  the  misTa 
tune  of  their  mostly  preferring  to  idle  away  time  in  the  cultii 
tion  of  the  head  instead  of  tlie  lieds.     It  is  a  melanclioly 
that  an  infinite  number  of  voun^  ladies  in  Philadelphia,  wl 
min<ls  are  elegantly  accomplished  in  litcratnre.  hare  sacriSi 
to  the  attainment  of  such  trifling  aciinisitions,  the  pigeon-wiiigl 
the  waltz,  the  CiiHsack  dunce,  and  other  matters  of  eqnal  im\mt- 
tance.     On  the  other  hand  they  excel  the  New  Yorkers  in  jmn? 
niiig,  and  in  the  management  of  tea-parties.     In  New 
yon  ncrer    hear,    except    from    some   yonng   gentleman 
returned  from  a  Tisit  to  Philadelphia,  a  single  attempt  at 
nmg,  and  at  a  tea-party,  the  ladies  in  general  are  disfmsed  dose 
together,  like  a  setting  of  jewels,  or  pearls  rooud  a  )oi:ket,  in  all 
the  miyesty  of  good  behavior — and  If  a  gentleman  wishes  to 
have  a  conversation  with  one  of  them,  about  the  baekwaidoeM 
of  the  Epring,  the  improvements  in  the  theatre,  or  tho  merits  of 
his  horse,  he  is  obliged  to  march  up  in  the  facc!  of  snch  rolleja 
of  oy&flhot  I    such  a  formidahle   artillery  of   glan»s  1     If  ba 
escapes  annihilation,  he  Bhould  cry  oat  a  miracle  t  and  nemr 
encounter  such  dangers  again.     I  remember  to  have  once  bestit 
a  very  valiant  British  officer,  who  had  served  with  groat  credit 
for  some  years  in  tho  train-bands,  declare  with  a  retenui  oatli, 
that  sooner  than  cneunntcr  eaeb  deadly  jieril,  he  would  11^ 
way  clear  through  a  London  mob,  though  lie  wore  pelted 
brick-bata  all  the  time.     Some  ladies  who  were  present  at 
declaration  of  the  gallant  officer,  were  inclined  to  cotuide 
great   cfmi|tlimcnt,    niitil  one,   more  knowing   than   tbo 
declared,  with  a  little  piwe  nf  a  sneer,  "  that  they  WWN 
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obliged  to  him  for  likening  the  company  to  a  London 
and  their  glances  to  brick-bats."  The  officer  looked  blue, 
i  on  his  heel,  made  a  fine  retreat,  and  went  home  with  a 
nination  to  quiz  the  American  ladies  as  soon  as  he  got  to 
on. 
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NO.  XL— TUESDAY,  JUJS'E  2,  ISOT. 
LETTER  FROM   MUSTAPHA   RUB-A-DUB   KEU   KHAJJ, 


THE  deep  slimlows  of  midnight  gather  aroand  mc  ;  the  fo 
steps  of  tlip  jiiisscngera  hftve  ceased  in  Iho  streets,  i 
nothing  disturbs  the  holy  silence  of  the  hoar  Bave  the  Bound 
the  distant  drams,  mingled  with  tho  shouts,  the  bawliogs,  ■ 
the  discordant  rcveliy  of  his  majesty,  the  Sovereign  MoK  I 
the  hour  be  Fiacred  to  friendship,  and  consecrated  to  thee, 
thoQ  brother  of  my  inmost  ttoul  I 

OL,  Asem  t  I  lUiuost  stiriuk  at  Die  recollectioa  of  the  am 
of  confiii^ion,  of  licentious  disorganization  wliich  I  ham  D 
ncssed  during  the  last  three  dnys.  I  have  beheld  this  wh 
dly,  nay,  this  nliolc  State,  ^veti  up  to  the  tongne  and  the  p 
to  the  pafTers,  the  bawleni,  the  babblers,  and  the  eUog- 
I  have  beheld  the  community  convulsed  vith  a  cItiI  war, 
civil  talk  ;  individuals  verbally  massacred,  families  anuibllal 
by  whole  sheets  fiill,  and  Hlniig-wliangera  coolly  bathing  tfa 
pens  in  ink  and  rioting  in  the  slaughter  of  their  tliousandiL 
have  seen,  in  short,  that  awful  iksp»it,  the  People,  la  ) 
moment  of  unlimitei  ^owCT.-ssXtVSsa^iiKws^Vaw  iu  one  hu 
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und  with  the  other  scattering  mud  aud  filtli  about,  like  sorao 
desperate  lunatic  relieved  from  the  restrauits  of  his  strait 
^vraistcoat.  I  have  seen  beggars  on  horseback,  ragamuffins 
riding  in  coaches,  and  swine  seated  in  places  of  honor  ;  I  have 
eeen  liberty  ;  I  have  seen  equality  ;  I  have  seen  fraternity  1  I 
liave  seen  that  great  political  puppet-show — an  Election. 

A  few  days  ago  the  friend,  whom  I  have  mentioned  in  some 
of  my  former  letters,  called  upon  me  to  accompany  him  to  wit- 
ness this  grand  ceremony  ;  and  we  forthwith  sallied  out  to  the 
polls,  as  he  called  them.  Though  for  several  weeks  before  this 
splendid  exhibition  nothing  else  had  been  talked  of,  yet  I  do 
assure  thee  I  was  entirely  ignorant  of  its  nature  ;  and  when,  on 
coming  up  to  a  church,  my  companion  informed  me  we  were  at 
the  polls,  I  supposed  that  an  election  was  some  great  religious 
ceremony  like  the  fast  of  Ramazan,  or  the  great  fesfival  of 
Haraphat,  so  celebrated  in  the  East. 

My  friend,  however,  undeceived  me  at  once,  and  entered  into 
a  long  dissertation  on  the  nature  and  object  of  an  election,  the 
substance  of  which  was  nearly  to  this  effect :  "  You  know,"  said 
he,  "  that  this  country  is  engaged  in  a  violent  internal  warfare, 
and  suffers  a  variety  of  evils  from  civil  dissensions.  An  election 
is  the  grand  trial  of  strength,  the  decisive  battle  when  the  beUi- 
gerents  draw  out  their  forces  in  martial  array ;  when  every 
leader,  burning  with  warlike  ardor,  and  encouraged  by  the 
shouts  and  acclamations  of  tatterdemalions,  buffoons,  dependents, 
parasites,  toad-eaters,  scrubs,  vagrants,  mumpers,  ragamuffins, 
bravoes,  and  beggars,  in  his  rear;  and  puffed  up  by  his  bellows- 
blowing  slang-whangers,  waves  gallantly  the  banners  of  faction^ 
and  presses  forward  to  office  and  iMKORTALrrY  1 

"  For  a  month  or  two  previous  to  the  critical  period  which  is 
to  decide  this  important  affair,  the  whole  eommvvivVX.^  S&  \!Ql  ^ 
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fcrrnent.     Every  man,  of  whatever  rank  or  degree—encfc  b 
wonderfnl  patriotiam  of  the  people — duduterestedljr  n 
bnsincss  to  devote  Itim^lf  to  liia  uoimtr;  ;  and  not  an  1 
cant  fellow  but  feels  himself  inspired,  on  this  occasioii,  with  i 
much  warmth  in  favor  of  the  cansc  he  has  et^oscd,  as  if  all  ti 
comfort  of  his  life,  or  even  his  life  itself,  was  depcndeint  on  tin 
iasne.    Grand  coondla  of  war  arc,  in  the  first  place,  called  bj 
the  different  powers,  which  are  dnbbcd  ^ncrol  meetiugs,  when 
all  the  head  workmen  of  the  parly  collect,  and  arrango  t 
order  of  buttle — appoint  the  different  commanders,  and  tlid 
BnlKirdLnate  iattroments,  and  fnraish  the  funds  inilispciuabli)  I 
supplying  the  expenses  of  the  war.     Inferior  connclls  an  im 
called  ia  the  different  classes  or  wwds,  conaiatinft  of  ytm 
cadets,  who  are  candidates  for  ofl5(*s;  idlers  who  come  there  foe" 
mere  cariosity ;  and  orators  who  appear  for  the  purpose  of 
detailing  all  the  crunes,  the  faults,  or  the  woaknessea  of  their 
opponents,  and  speaking  the  stmt  of  the  meeting,  OS  it  is  csDc 
for  as  the  meeting  generally  ronidsts  of  men  whoso  qnotA  a 
sense,  taken  individnally,  woald  make  bot  a  poor  figure,  Ifat 
ontturs  are  appointed  to  collect  it  all  in  a  lump  ;  when,  I  a 
yon,  it  makes  a  very  formidable  appearance,  and  furniohes  n 
(Sent  matter  to  spin  an  oration  of  tiro  or  three  hours. 

"TIte  orators  who  d<«laim  at  these  meetings  are,  with  k  fi 
exceptions,  men  of  most  profound  and  perplexed  eloquence  ; 
are  the    oracles  of  burbeR"  shops,  marketpbices,  and  ] 
bonses  ;  and  who  yon  may  see  every  day  at  the  coruen  ot  ll 
streets,  taking  honest  men  prisoners  by  the  button,  i 
their  ribs  qnlt«  bare  without  mercy  and  without  end. 
orators,  in  addressing  an  audience,  gencntllv  inotiiit  a  chair,  ■ 
table,  or  an  empty  beer  barrel,  which  last  is  supjMMed  U*  ■ 
coiisidemble  iuspiratimi,  mi4  \V\avAKt  ^way  their  t 
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sentiments  at  the  heads  of  the  audience,  who  are  generally  so 
TiQsilj  employed  in  smoking,  drinking,  and  hearing  themselves 
talky  that  they  seldom  hear  a  word  of  the  matter.  This,  how- 
erer,  is  of  little  moment ;  for  as  they  come  there  to  agree,  at  all 
events,  to  a  certain  set  of  resolutions,  or  articles  of  war,  it  is 
not  at  all  necessary  to  hear  the  speech  ;  more  especially  as  few 
would  understand  it  if  they  did.  Do  not  suppose,  however,  that 
the  minor  persons  of  the  meeting  are  entirely  idle.  Besides 
smoking  and  drinking,  which  are  generally  practised,  there  are 
few  who  do  not  come  with  as  great  a  desire  to  talk  as  the 
orator  himself ;  each  has  his  little  circle  of  listeners,  in  the  midst 
of  whom  he  sets  his  hat  on  one  side  of  his  head,  and  deals  out 
matter-of-fact  information,  and  draws  self-evident  conclusions 
with  the  pertinacity  of  a  pedant,  and  to  the  great  edification  of 
his  gaping  auditors.  Nay,  the  very  urchins  from  the  nursery, 
who  are  scarcely  emancipated  from  the  dominion  of  birch,  on 
these  occasions  strut  pigmy  great  men,  bellow  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  grey-bearded  ignorance,  and,  like  the  frog  in  the  fable, 
endeavor  to  puff  themselves  up  to  the  size  of  the  great  object  of 
their  emulation — ^the  principal  orator." 

•*  But  is  it  not  preposterous  to  a  degree,"  cried  I,  *'  for  those 
puny  whipsters  to  attempt  to  lecture  age  and  experience  ?  They 
should  be  sent  to  school  to  learn  better."  **  Not  at  all,"  replied 
my  friend  ;  **  for  as  an  election  is  nothing  more  than  a  war  of 
words,  the  man  that  can  wag  his  tongue  with  the  greatest  elas- 
ticity, whether  he  speaks  to  the  purpose  or  not,  is  entitled  to 
lecture  at  ward  meetings  and  polls,  and  instruct  all  who  are 
inclined  to  listen  to  him  ;  you  may  have  remarked  a  ward  meet- 
ing of  politic  dogs,  where,  although  the  great  dog  is,  ostensibly, 
the  leader,  and  makes  the  most  noise,  yet  every  little  scoundrel 
of  a  cur  has  something  to  say  ;  and  in  proportvo^i  to  \^  \m!^\\v 
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fionneo,  fidgeta,  and  worries,  ami  piifls  ulioul  inightil7,  in  8 
to  obtain  the  notice  and  approbation  of  bis  betters.     Tbu£  11 
with  these  little,  beanllesa,  bread-aud-batlor  ]K)IiticianH,  whu 
tbU  occosiuu,  cscupo  from  tba  jniisdictiou  uf  Lbcir  v 
titturiil  tu  tlic  affairs  of  tbe  nation.    Yon  nill  sec  them  ei 
ill  dreadful  woi-dy  coutost  with  old  cartiuen,  cobblew,  and  ti 
aud  pliiDiQ  thcmsolvea  not  a  liLtlo  if  the;  sbotild  cbincQ  to  ^ 
victory.      AE[iiring  spirits  I    iiow  interesting  are  the  first  di 
iugs  of  political  greatuesa  1     An  eloi;tion,  my  fiiend,  is  a  tuiaof 
or  hot-bed  ofj^uius  in  u  lugocracy;  and  I  look  «*ith  cnthiuiMD 
on  a  troop  of  those  Lillipntian  iiiirtisans,  as  so  many  clialteren^ 
and  oratoru  and  puQcrK,  and  itlang-wb angers  in  embrjro,  who  I^M 
one  day  tako  an  important  part  in  the  quarreb,  and  wordy  viH 
of  their  country.  fl 

"As  the  time  for  fighting  the  deciEivu  battle  appTOHuH 
appearances  become  more  and  more  alnnning  ;  conunitlea  ^fl 
appointi'd,  who  bold  little  cneampmeuts  from  whence  tbe;  m^M 
out  small  detachments  of  tattlers,  to  reconnoitre,  hanus,  ^H 
skirmish  with  the  enemy,  and.  if  j>ossible,  ascertain  their  ^^M 
bers ;  everybody  seems  big  wiili  the  mighty  crcnt  that  ia  '^M 
pending  ;  the  orators  they  gradually  swell  uplieyond  their  ni^| 
size  ;  the  little  orators  they  grow  greater  and  greater ;  ^M 
secretaries  of  the  ward  committees  strut  alxint  looking  ^| 
wooden  oracles ;  tlie  puflera  pat  on  the  airs  of  mighty  C(i^| 
qnencc  ;  the  slang- w hangers  dcnl  oat  direful  imiuanduo,  ^| 
threats  of  doughty  import,  and  all  is  buzz,  monniir,  8aspi^| 
and  sublimity  I  ^M 

"  At  length  the  day  arrives,  Tlie  storm  tlmt  has  becn^l 
long  gathering  and  threatening  in  distant  thundent,  bnrsta  fll^| 
in  terrible  explosion  ;  all  Ininine^  is  nt  an  end  ;  the  whcde  dtjfl 
ill  a  tumuli  ',  t^ii:  yc^yiVe  mc  Twmwiu;  helter-skelter,  thoy  ICBtH 
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not  whither,  and  thej  know  not  whj :  the  h&cknej  coaches  rat* 
tie  through  the  streets  with  thundering  vehemence,  loaded  with 
recruiting  sergeants  who  have  been  prowling  in  ceUars  and  caves, 
to  unearth  some  miserable  minion  of  poverty  and  ignorance,  who 
will  barter  his  vote  for  a  glass  of  beer,  or  a  ride  in  a  coach  with 
such  jint  genUemen ! — the  buzzards  of  the  party  scamper  from 
poll  to  poll,  on  foot  or  on  horseback  ;  and  they  worry  from 
committee  to  committee,  and  buzz,  and  fume,  and  talk  big, 
ami — do  nothing:  like  the  vagabond  drone,  who  wastes  his 
time  in  the  laborious  idleness  of  se^sato-song,  and  busy  nothing- 
ness.'' 

I  know  not  how  long  my  friend  would  have  continued  his 
detail,  had  he  not  been  interrupted  by  a  squabble  which  took 
place  between  two  old  cofUintrUals,  as  they  were  called.  It  seems 
they  had  entered  into  an  argument  on  the  respective  merits  of 
their  cause,  and  not  being  able  to  make  each  other  clearly  under- 
stood, resorted  to  what  is  called  knock-down  arguments,  which 
form  the  superlative  degree  of  argumentttm  ad  hominem  ;  but  are, 
in  my  opinion,  extremely  inconsistent  with  the  true  spirit  of  a 
genuine  logocracy.  After  they  had  beaten  each  other  soundly, 
and  set  the  whole  mob  together  by  the  ears,  they  came  to  a  full 
explanation  ;  when  it  was  discovered  that  they  were  both  of  the 
same  way  of  thinking;  whereupon  they  shook  each  other  heartily 
by  the  hand,  and  laughed  with  great  glee  at  their  humorous 
misunderstanding. 

I  could  not  help  being  struck  with  the  exceeding  great  num- 
ber of  ragged,  dirty-looking  persons  that  swaggered  about  the 
place,  and  seemed  to  think  themselves  the  bashaws  of  the  land. 
I  inquired  of  my  friend  if  these  people  were  employed  to  drive 
away  the  hogs,  dogs,  and  other  intruders  that  might  thra<;t 
themselves  in  and  interrupt  the  ceremony  ?    ''  B^  tvo  tsv^vav^^ 
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replied  lie  ;  thea?  arc  the  rejiresenta lives  of  tlie  EureH|m 
p\c,  wbo  come  here  to  make  gorernoiv,  Beuaturs,  uud  mi 
of  ofisembly,  and  ore  the  source  of  all  power  and  auihohtj  bi' 
this  nation."  "  Preposterous  I"  snid  I  ;  "  bow  is  it  possible  tbat 
Buch  men  can  be  capable  of  distinguishing  between  an  honol 
man  and  a  knave  ;  or,  even  if  they  were,  will  it  uot  always  hap- 
pen that  they  are  led  by  the  nose  by  gome  intriguing  demago^f, 
and  made  the  mere  tools  of  ambitions  poUtical  jugglers  ?  Sard} 
it  woatd  be  belter  to  trust  to  Provideucc,  or  even  to  cluuice, 
governors,  than  resort  to  the  diecrimiitating  [towers  of 
runt  mob.  I  plainly  perceive  the  consequence.  A  t 
poaaesses  superior  taleuta,  and  that  buue^t  pride  which  ent 
accompanies  this  p06.te!»!ioii,  will  always  be  socriGccd  bysonif 
creeping  insect  who  will  prostitnte  himself  to  faniilianty  wHh 
the  lowest  of  mankind  ;  and,  like  the  idolatroua  Egyptian,  yiof 
ship  the  wallowing  tenants  of  filth  and  mire." 

"  All  this  is  trne  enough,"  replied  my  friend,  "  but  aflcr  aiB, 
yon  cannot  say  but  that  this  Is  a  free  country,  and  thnt  the  p<«- 
pie  can  get  drunk  cboa|HT  here,  particularly  at  elections,  than  in 
the  deqwtic  countries  of  the  East."  I  could  not,  with  any  M 
gree  of  propriety  or  truth,  deny  this  last  assertion  ;  for  josl^ 
that  moment  a  patriotic  brewer  arrived  with  a  load  of  be^ 
which,  for  a  moment,  occasioned  a  cessation  of  argnmcnt.  1^ 
great  crowd  of  buzzards,  puffers,  and  "  old  continentals"  of  all 
parties,  who  throng  to  the  p()il»,  to  persuade,  to  cheat,  or  W 
force  the  freeholders  into  tlic  ri^ht  way,  and  to  matntiun  Ui* 
freedom  of  suffrage,  seemed  for  a  moment  to  forget  their  anllpfr 
thies,  and  joined  heartily  in  a  copious  libation  of  thb  pat 
and  argumeutative  beverage. 

These  beer-barrels,  indeed,  seem  to  be  most  able  li^i 
well  utardl  w\l\\  l\\iiV  V^iud  uf  «auitd  argument  Ijcet  euitml  to 
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comprehenfflon,  and  most  relished  by  the  mob,  or  sovereign  peo- 
ple, who  are  nerer  so  tractable  as  wheu  operated  upon  bj  this 
coQTinciiig  liqaor,  which,  in  fact,  seems  to  be  imbued  with  the 
verj  spirit  of  a  logocracj.  No  sooner  does  it  begin  its  opera- 
tion, than  the  tongue  waxes  exceedhig  valorous,  and  becomes 
impatient  for  some  mighty  conflict.  The  puffer  puts  himself  at 
the  head  of  his  body-guard  of  buzzards,  and  his  legion  of  raga- 
muffins, and  woe  then  to  every  unhappy  adversary  who  is  unin- 
spired by  the  deity  of  the  beer-barrel — ^hc  is  sure  to  be  talked, 
and  argued,  into  complete  insignificance. 

While  I  was  making  these  observations,  I  was  surprised  to 
observe  a  bashaw,  high  in  office,  shaking  a  fellow  by  the  hand, 
that  looked  rather  more  ragged  than  a  scarecrow,  and  inquiring 
with  apparent  solicitude  concerning  the  health  of  his  family  ; 
after  which  he  slipped  a  little  folded  paper  into  his  hand  and 
turned  away.  I  could  not  help  applauding  his  humility  in  shak- 
ing the  fellow's  hand,  and  his  benevolence  in  relieving  his  dis- 
tresses, for  I  imagined  the  paper  contained  something  for  the 
poor  man's  necessities  ;  and  truly  he  seemed  verging  toward  the 
last  stage  of  starvation.  My  friend,  however,  soon  undeceived 
me  by  saying  that  this  was  an  elector,  and  that  the  bashaw  had 
merely  given  him  the  list^of  candidates  for  whom  he  was  to  vote. 
"  Ho  !  ho  I"  said  I,  "  then  he  is  a  particular  friend  of  the 
bashaw  ?"  "  By  no  means,"  replied  my  friend,  "  the  bashaw 
will  pass  him  without  notice,  the  day  after  the  election,  except, 
perhaps,  just  to  drive  over  him  with  his  coach." 

My  friend  then  proceeded  to  inform  me  that  for  some  time 
before,  and  during  the  continuance  of  an  election,  there  was  a 
most  delectable  courtship,  or  intrigue  carried  on  between  the 
great  bashaws  and  the  mother  mob.  That  mother  mob  gene- 
rally preferred  the  attentions  of  the  rabble,  or  of  fellows  qC  Vv^t 
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own  stamp  ;  but  woold  sometimes  cou Jcscend  to  bo  twi 
feasting,  or  anything  of  that  kin-],  at  tlic  baslww's  i 
Kay,  sometimes  when  slie  wa^  in  good  hiitiiur,  she  wontd  c 
Ecend  to  toy  with  him  in  her  rough  way  ;  bat  woe  to  1 
siiaw  who  attempted  to  be  famiiior  with  her,  fur  sbo  v 
most    petulant,  eross,  crabbed,  G(.'o]<liii^,    thioviug,  ecratchlt 
toping,  wrongheaded,  rebellious,  and  aiwminable  terntagaot  Ibit 
ercr  was  let  loose  in  the  world  to  the  confnsioD  of  honest  genlli- 
men  bashaws. 

Just  then  a  Tl-IIow  camo  rontid  and  distribntcd  auionc  tif 
crowd  a  number  of  haDdbiils,  written  by  the  ghost  of  Wuhln; 
t<^n,  the  fume  of  whose  Illustrious  actions,  and  still  more  illn>irr 
OII8  virtues,  have  reached  even  the  remotest  re;noiis  of  the  tjt-i, 
and  who  is  Tcnorntcd  by  tliis  people  ns  the  Father  of  his  mnn 
try.  On  reading  this  pnltry  paper,  I  coald  not  rcstruii  la- 
indignation.  "  Insulted  hero,"  cried  I,  "  is  it  thus  thy  nstn>- 1' 
profaned,  thy  memory  disgraced,  thy  spirit  drawn  down  i 
heaven  to  administer  to  the  bmtal  violence  of  party  rage  ? 
is  thus  the  necromaneers  of  the  East,  by  their  infernal  I 
tions,  sometimes  call  np  the  shades  of  the  just,  to  f 
sanction  to  frauds,  to  lies,  and  to  every  species  of  «!i 
My  friend  smiled  at  my  warmth,  and  oWr\-cd,  that  i 
ghosts,  and  not  only  ruitiiiig  them  Imt  making  tlkcm  e 
one  of  the  miracles  of  election.  "  And  believe  me," 
he,  "  there  is  good  reason  for  Ilie  ashes  <if  de}inrt*?d  li* 
disturbed  on  these  occasions,  for  such  is  the  toindy  ronndatk 
our  gorornmeut,  thai  thero  never  happens  an  clecliun  0 
alderman,  or  a  collector,^  or  even  a  coustabli!,  but 
mineiit  danger  of  losing  our  liberties,  and  beeuming  m  | 
of  France,  or  triliotary  to  the  British  islands."  "  By  t 
of  Mahomet's  iiamtl,"  said  I,  "  but  this  is  only  nnollier  si 
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example  of  the  prodigious  great  scale  on  which  everything  is 
transacted  in  this  country  1'' 

By  this  time  I  had  become  tired  of  the  scene  ;  my  head  ached, 
with  the  uproar  of  voices,  mingling  in  all  the  discordant  tones 
of  trimnphant  exclamation,  nonsensical  argument,  intemperate 
lepfoach,  and  drunken  absurdity.  The  confusion  was  such  as  no 
language  can  adequately  describe,  and  it  seemed  as  if  all  the 
restraints  of  decency,  and  all  the  bands  of  law,  had  been  broken 
and  giren  place  to  the  wide  ravages  of  licentious  brutality. 
These,  thought  I,  are  the  orgies  of  liberty  I  these  are  manifes- 
tations of  the  spirit  of  independence  1  these  are  the  sym- 
bols of  man's  sovereignty  I  Head  of  Mahomet  I  with  what  a 
iktal  and  inexorable  despotism  do  empty  names  and  ideal  phan- 
toms exercise  theur  dominion  over  the  human  mind  I  The  expe- 
dience of  ages  has  demonstrated,  that  in  all  nations,  barbarous 
or  enlightened,  the  mass  of  the  people,  the  mob,  must  be  slaves, 
or  they  will  be  tyrants  ;  but  their  tyranny  will  not  be  long  : 
some  ambitious  leader,  having  at  first  condescended  to  be  their 
slave,  will  at  length  become  their  master  ;  and  in  proportion  to 
the  vileness  of  his  former  servitude,  will  be  the  severity  of  his 
subsequent  tyranny.  Yet,  with  innumerable  examples  staring 
them  in  the  face,  the  people  still  bawl  out  liberty  ;  by  which 
they  mean  nothing  but  freedom  from  every  species  of  legal  re- 
straint, and  a  warrant  for  all  kinds  of  licentiousness  ;  and  the 
bashaws  and  leaders,  in  courting  the  mob,  convince  them  of  their 
power  ;  and  by  administering  to  their  passions,  for  the  purposes 
of  ambition,  at  length  learn,  by  fatal  experience,  that  he  who 
worships  the  beast  that  carries  him  on  his  back,  will  sooner  or 
later  be  thrown  into  the  dust,  and  trampled  under  foot  by  the 
animal  who  has  learnt  the  secret  of  its  power,  by  this  very  ado- 
ration. Ever  thine,  Mcstapha. 
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FROM  HT  ELBOir-CHAIR. 


TO  (bOb?  nll•.^^c  faabiU  of  abstnction  nuf  bare  let  tbcn 
igto  t^iuii-  iif  their   own  minds,  and  rto* 

freedom  from  (luilv  ;m  nt  Iciiian;  to  Mikljne  tbcif 

leeliiigs,  it  -nill  1>>  i'  aj  tuat  i)io  present  is  peca- 

liirij  the  Beawm  ol  Tlie  aoven,  the  i^phyn,  md 

the  wublers  of  nj  nTipr  titcir  tedious  abteoov 

iHiDg  mtarully  to '  ACt  times  and  Imricd  fcelingi  ] 

tod  the  whispcn  ii  id  grcnre^  lUl  on  tiie  ew  et 

contemplation,  liko  the  sw(T-t  tones  of  fir  di'lant  fri.-n.U  wdom 
the  riiilo  jiislltTs  of  llm  world  hiive  socered  from  as  and  cast  far 
beyund  our  reach.  It  Ls  at  Pwh  times,  that,  casting  backward 
many  a  liriKerin^  look,  ive  recall,  with  a  kind  of  sweet-soQlwl 
melauclioly,  the  days  of  our  youth,  and  the  jocund  companions 
who  stiirted  wiih  us  the  race  of  life,  but  parted  midway  in  ihe 
jounii-y  to  pnniue  some  winding  path  that  allured  them  witii  a 
prosiHi-t  more  scdueinii,  and  never  returned  to  ns  oijain.  It  a 
then,  tiHi,  if  we  Iiiivc  been  afflicted  wilh  any  heavy  sorrow,  if 
we  liave  even  lost — and  who  has  not  ! — an  old  friend  or  chown 
coiiipaninn,  that  his  shade  will  hover  nronnd  us  ;  tlie  memory 
of  \m  virtues  pR'ss  on  the  heart  ;  and  a  thousand  endearing 
ri'i^ollectiiins,  foi^'otten  amidst  the  cold  pleasures  and  midnigbt 
(iis'^ipaliiuis  ofwinliT,  arise  to  onr  remembrance. 

These  s]H'i>iihiliotis  briii^  to  my  mind,  iiv  rscLE  Johx,  the 
liislory  of  whose  loves,  and  disappointments,  I  have  promised  to 
the  w.irld,  Thoii.irii  I  must  own  myself  much  addicted  to  fonrclr 
linn  "'y  pri'Uiises,  yet,  iis  I  have  lieen  so  hiippily  reminded  of  lliis 
I    iH'iiive    I  niii^t  \HLy  it  at  once,  "  and  there  is  an  end."    Lwt 
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my  readers — good-natured  souls  that  they  arc  I — shonld,  in  the 
ardor  of  peeping  into  millstones,  take  my  uncle  for  an  old  acquain- 
tince,  I  here  inform  them,  that  the  old  gentleman  died  a  great 
many  years  ago,  and  it  is  impossible  they  should  ever  have  known 
him.  I  pity  them — for  they  would  have  known  a  good-natured, 
benerolent  man,  whose  example  might  hare  been  of  seryice. 

Hie  last  time  I  saw  my  uncle  John,  was  fifteen  years  ago, 
when  I  paid  him  a  visit  at  his  old  mansion.  I  found  him  read* 
mg  a  newi^per — ^for  it  was  election-time,  and  he  was  always  a 
warm  federalist,  and  had  made  several  converts  to  the  true 
political  faith  in  his  time  ;  particularly  one  old  tcnaut  who 

always,  just  before  the  election,  became  a  violent  anti in 

Older  that  he  might  be  convinced  of  his  errors  by  my  uncle,  who 
Bever  faQed  to  reward  his  conviction  by  some  substantial 
benefit. 

After  we  had  settled  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  and  I  had  paid 
my  respects  to  the  old  family  chroniclers  in  the  kitchen — an 
indispensable  ceremony — the  old  gentleman  exclaimed,  with 
heartfelt  glee,  ''  Well,  I  suppose  you  are  for  a  trout-fishing  ;  I 
have  got  everything  prepared  ;  but  first  you  must  take  a  walk 
with  me  to  see  my  improvements."  I  was  obliged  to  consent ; 
though  I  knew  my  uncle  would  lead  me  a  most  villainous  dance, 
and  in  all  probability  treat  me  to  a  quagmire,  or  a  tumble  into 
a  ditch.  If  my  readers  choose  to  accompany  me  in  this  expedi- 
tion, they  are  welcome ;  if  not,  let  them  stay  at  home  like  lazy 
fellows — and  deep— or  be  hanged. 

Though  I  had  been  absent  several  years,  yet  there  was  very 
little  alteration  in  the  scenery,  and  every  object  retained  the 
same  features  it  bore  when  I  was  a  school-boy  :  for  it  was  in 
this  spot  that  I  grew  up  in  the  fear  of  ghosts,  and  in  the  break* 
ing  of  many  of  the  ten  commandments.    The  brook,  oi  iv^^x^  ^a 
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the;  would  <n\[  ii  iu  Eorope,  itfll  oumaarad  wltli  Its  win) 
nreetnees  tbri>iit;li  itir  mrjulaw  ;  awl  its  hanks  «m  rtiy  tiriU 
with  dwuf  v:U('\is,  llmt  U-iit  <1(>Wr  Id  tiw  mrtmn,  Tbe  mat 
echo  inhabit' <l  ilio  vMcy,  and  the  Kuue  tvndirriilrDf  ivpiwcpa^ 
Tiulcd  tho  'nhuli.-  nrvtip.     Krim  my  good  undo  waa  but  lUtli 


altered,  exci]>l  llmt 
forehead  bail  l-ist  mu 
erer,  lost  nolliiiig  til 
the  difficaity  t  fuoi 
throDgh  bni^licB,  an 
about  his  iiuproria 
each  a  spot  of  groan 


Town  A  liltlr  gnycr,  ■ 
'  KuiiJulbDew.  He  hod,  hu«- 
vity,  oud  bogiied  heartilj  It 
up  witli  him  u  he  ttUnnj^d 
tuif^ea  ;  talking  nil  tk  licaa 
)^  «Hwt  ho  woDld  do  iUSt 
At  l<!nglli,  after  d 
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wliii-li  v.\Li  til  go  WUiTo  the  liursi.',  and  liia  Eclipse 
T  niid  rL'tnrnintr  thiiiiks — nliidi  with  liJm  was  not 
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i>]fu<-<\  I.U  Iniiik,  Ui'<k  nut  lii.-i  li.-liiii.n-diL-lili',  iiiul,  wiilioiit  wj- 
iii;r  11  nnr<l,  s:illiL'ii  fiirth  with  some  of  tlioic  truly  aluniilLig  ete[B 
whii-li  Djidily  Niiitinn;  iiiiro  tuok  wlirii  he  whs  in  a  prcat  hum 
lo  ull'^iiil  tlic;  iilfiiir  of  tlic  siv'TO  of  Trciy.  Trout-fishing  wiis  luj 
niicle'fi  f  iv.irite  sjjort  ;  uud,  tliou^'Ii  I  fthvnys  caii(rlit  two  Bsh  fur 
his  oiH',  lie  ni'VLT  wimld  ;n'kiiiiw)i.'iii:i'  my  nupeiiorily  ;  but  ]idz- 
Kl.'d  liimsfir  ufliii  aiid  often,  to  ueeount  for  sucli  a  singular  plie- 


Fiillnwiiii:;  llie  current  of  tlic  brook,  for  a  mile  or  two,  we 
ri'tnii-i'd  iiiiiiiy  of  our  old  liiuints,  and  told  a  hundred  adventures 
wliiili  h:u\  belalJeu  us  at  dilTi-rerit  times.  It  was  like  sniilehius 
the  liinir-fjlass  of  time,  iavertia;;  it,  and  rolling  back  again  the 
Bauds  Unit  had  inarkiii  the  la]>se  of  years.  At  length  the 
Bhudiiws  bi'i^an  lu  Vew^Uww,  tW  sMittv  wind  gradually  settled 
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into  a  perfect  calm,  the  son  threw  his  rays  through  the  trees  on 
tiie  hiU-tops  in  golden  lustre,  and  a  kind  of  Sabbath  stillness 
perraded  the  whole  yallej,  indicating  that  the  hour  was  fast 
tpproaching  which  was  to  relieve  for  a  while  the  farmer  from 
his  mral  labor,  the  ox  from  his  toil,  the  school  urchin  from  his 
primer^  and  bring  the  loving  ploughman  home  to  the  feet  of  his 
blooming  dairy-maid. 

As  we  were  watching  in  silence  the  lost  rays  of  the  sun, 
beaming  their  farewell  radiance  on  the  high  hills  at  a  distance, 
my  uncle  exclaimed,  in  a  kind  of  half  desponding  tone,  while  he 
rested  his  arm  over  an  old  tree  that  had  fallen  :  ''  I  know  not 
how  it  is,  my  dear  Launce,  but  such  an  evening,  and  such  a  still 
quiet  scene  as  this,  always  makes  me  a  little  sad  ;  and  it  is  at 
nch  a  time  I  am  most  apt  to  look  forward  with  regret  to  the 
period  when  this  farm,  on  which  '  I  have  been  young  but  now 
am  old,'  and  every  object  around  roe  that  is  endeared  by  long 
acquaintance — ^when  all  these  and  I  roust  shake  hands  and  part. 
I  have  no  fear  of  death,  for  my  life  has  afforded  but  little 
temptation  to  wickedness ;  and  when  I  die,  I  hope  td  leave 
behind  me  more  substantial  proofs  of  virtue  than  will  be  found 
in  my  epitaph,  and  more  lasting  memorials  than  churches  built 
or  hospitals  endowed,  with  wealth  wrung  from  the  hard  hand 
of  poverty,  by  an  unfeeling  landlord  or  unprincipled  knave  ;  but 
still,  when  I  pass  such  a  day  as  this  and  contemplate  such  a 
scene,  I  cannot  help  feeling  a  latent  wish  to  linger  yet  a  little 
longer  in  this  peaceful  asylum  ;  to  enjoy  a  little  more  sunshine 
in  this  world,  and  to  have  a  few  more  fishing  matches  with  my 
boy."  As  he  ended,  he  raised  his  hand  a  little  from  the  fallen 
tree,  and,  dropping  it  languidly  by  his  side,  turned  himself 
toward  home.  The  sentiment,  the  look,  the  action,  all  seemed 
to  be  prophetic    And  so  they  were,  for  when  I  shook  him  by 


fiS4  uuuoinn)!. 

the  hknd,  ah<l  tnule  blm  bnveH  Ibo  next  mtBuag — it «»  lor 
the  lut  tinH- 1 

Ho  died  a  liacbclor,  nt  Uw  ag«  of  sizt74li»e,  thongli  tw  bad 
been  kU  hi>  Vitr  trring  to  get  nurial,  and  alwajs  tbougbt  hini- 
■elf  on  the  ]">iiit  or  aaHiinpGaliliiit  bic  widies.  Uh  (iisa{>poiat- 
mcDta  were  mil  uw  he  licformity  of  hu  hudJ  or 

peraoD  ;    tot  iu  his  irtl^^iitrd  bandmme,  anil  I 

mjself  can  iviLnesH  haii  aa  luiul  a  heart  u  rm 

wu  tuhioutil   b;  cr  were   tbey  owing  to  Vt 

poverty — wliii'li  lior  id  tn  hunrat  ouii'a  w«7--fitf 

be  was  bom  t»  Ihc  i  smalt  cetsle  which  wh  sni- 

cient  to  establUh  1  IHeoT  "(MMma-tadAinlM; 

world."  Till-  trtilh  in,  mj  uu^™  ..ad  a  prodifrious  antipntbj  to 
iloih';  ttiiii(r-i  in  a  Imrrv.  '■  X  uiuu  slujuld  t'ljiuiilcr,'"  =iiid  Iw  to 
iiic  uticT,  "  tliiil  liL'  ciiH  ulffiijs  get  a  wife,  but  cannot  alwajsptl 
riii  iif  liiT.  ]"i)r  my  part,"  cuutinut-d  he,  "  I  am  a  young  fellow, 
iiiili  tii(!  wurlil  iR'foru  me'' — he  was  about  forty! — "  a  ad  am 
nsolnvi  ti>  look  sliiirji,  wfigh  matters  well,  and  know  what'* 
ivliiit,  ^l■f.l^e  I  iLi:irry  :  in  short,  Laniico,  /  tim't  intend  lo  do  H' 
t/iiii^i  ill  n  hurry,  ilepriul  upim  it."  Oil  liiis  whini-wliani  he  pro- 
ceeiieil.  He  be<rLin  with  yoiiii-r  jiirls,  and  ended  wilh  wiilovs. 
Thii  ftlrls  he  emirted  until  they  pri'W  oh!  maids,  or  Diarried  out 
of  iiMre  ll])]^^^■hen^ion  of  incurriiifi  ciTtain  penalties  hereafter; 
ami  tlir  wido«-M,  not  haviiii;  (juilc  as  niueli  patience,  generally  at 
the  cud  of  a  year,  while  tlie  good  man  thoniiht  himself  in  lie 
liifrh  ri)ar]  ti)  sueeess,  married  some  hiirum-stirum  young  fello", 
wli"  had  iii>t  siidi  ail  antipathy  tn  tlmng  things  in,  a  hurry. 

My  nticle  wmild  have  inevitably  sunk  under  these  repeated 
disiip]H liniments— for  he  did  not  want  nensibihty — had  he  not 
hit  npon  a  lUseovery  wliich  pet  all  to  rights  at  once.  He  cob- 
Boled  his  vaiiily — fi>r  lie  was  a  little  vain,  and  soothed  his  pride — 
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which  was  his  master  passion — hj  telling  his  friends  yerj  signi^ 
ficantly,  while  his  eje  would  flash  triamph,  "  that  he  might  hare 
had  kerP  Those  who  know  how  much  of  the  bitterness  of  dis- 
appointed affection  arises  from  wounded  vanity  and  exasperated 
pride,  will  give  my  uncle  credit  for  this  discovery. 

My  uncle  had  been  told  by  a  prodigious  nnmber  of  married 
men,  and  had  read  in  an  innumerable  quantity  of  books,  that  a 
man  could  not  possibly  be  happy  except  in  the  marriage  state  ; 
80  he  determined  at  an  early  age  to  marry,  that  he  might  not 
k)se  his  only  chance  for  happiness.  He,  accordingly,  forthwith 
paid  his  addresses  to  the  daughter  of  a  neighboring  gentleman 
&rmer,  who  was  reckoned  the  beauty  of  the  whole  world  ;  a 
phrase  by  which  the  honest  country  i>eoplo  mean  nothing  more 
than  the  circle  of  their  acquaintance,  or  that  territory  of  land 
which  IS  within  sight  of  the  smoke  of  their  own  hamlet. 

This  young  lady,  in  addition  to  her  beauty,  was  highly  accom- 
plished, for  she  had  s|)ent  five  or  six  months  at  a  boarding- 
school  in  town  ;  where  she  learned  to  work  pictures  in  soitin  and 
paint  sheep,  that  might  be  mistaken  for  wolves  ;  to  hold  up  her 
head,  sit  straight  in  her  chair,  and  to  think  every  species  of  use- 
ful acquirement  beneath  her  attention.  When  she  returned 
home,  so  completely  had  she  forgotten  everything  she  knew  be- 
fore, that  on  seeing  one  of  the  maids  milking  a  cow,  she  asked 
her  father,  with  an  air  of  most  enchant injj  ignorance,  "what 
that  odd-looking  thing  was  doing  to  that  queer  animal  ?"  The 
old  man  shook  his  head  at  this  ;  but  the  mother  was  delightcfl 
at  these  symptoms  of  gentility,  and  so  enamored  of  her 
daughter's  accomplishments  that  she  actually  got  framed  a  pic* 
ture  worked  in  satin  by  the  young  lady.  It  represented  the 
tomb  scene  in  Romeo  and  Juliet.  Romeo  was  dressed  in  an 
orange-colored  cloak,  fastened  round  his  neck  with   a  large 

10* 
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golden  cla^ ;  a  white  satin  tamboured  walsl 
breeches,  blue  silk  etockiugB,  and  white  topped  boola  The  anoM: 
Juliet  shoue  ia  a  flame-colored  gown,  most  gorpeouslr  bespnuglal 
with  silver  atarf,  a  high  crowned  iniuliu  cap  that  reotrlied  lu  Ihe 
top  of  the  tomb  ;  on  her  feet  she  wore  a  pair  of  shorl-qaarttrid 
high-heeled  shoes,  and  her  waist  was  the  exurt  fac-simjle  oT  n 
iurertcd  sogarloaf.  The  Lead  of  the  "noble  county  Pin' 
looked  like  a  chimncj-sweeper's  brush  that  had  lost  its  handle; 
anil  the  cloak  of  the  good  Friar  hung  nlwut  him  as  gracrfiil'' 
as  the  armor  of  u  rhinoceros.  The  good  la4ly  considered  !..■ 
picture  as  a  Bjilendid  proof  of  her  daughter's  aecoiuplUUmi'iii- 
and  hang  it  up  iu  the  best  parlor,  as  au  houcst  tradesman  dun 
Ids  certificate  of  udmission  iuto  that  colighteucd  bodj  jdepl  the 
Mechauic  Sodety. 

With  this  uccompUshcd  young  lady  then  did  my  uncle  J"' ■ 
become  deeply  enamored,  and,  us  it  was  his  first  love,  bu  drii . 
mined  to  bestir  himself  iu  an  cxtroonliuary  manner.  (>:: 
&t  least  in  a  fortnight,  and  generally  on  a  Sunday  evenioi'.  ' 
would  put  on  his  leather  breeches,  for  he  was  a  great  h-.i' 
mount  his  grey  horse  Pe|)per,  and  ride  oyer  to  see  hi*  M 
Pamela,  though  she  lived  upward  of  a  mile  off,  and  he  "  ■ 
obliged  to  pass  close  by  a  churchyanl,  which  at  least  a  bnini:' 
creditable  pcfKons  would  swear  wns  haunted  I  Miw  Pnnn 
coidd  not  be  inseusible  to  each  proofs  of  nltachmcut,  aud  a''  ' 
diugly  received  him  with  considerable  kinduCHS  ;  lirr  mi'  ■ 
always  left  the  room  when  he  cnmo,  and  my  niu'lo  bad  m  k" 
ns  miido  a  declaration,  by  saying,  one  evening,  vrry  signjficiiit  ■ 
"  that  he  helicTcd  that  be  should  soon  change  liis  conditiiHi ; 
when,  somehow  or  other,  he  began  to  think  ho  was  doimg  lAnp 
in  too  great  a  htirry.  and  that  it  was  high  time  to  consider  :  m 
be  considered  uca.i  u.  month  about  ti,  cud  there  is  no  spying  how 
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much  longer  bo  might  have  span  the  thread  of  his  doubts  had  he 
not  been  roused  from  this  state  of  indecision,  by  the  news  that 
his  mistress  had  married  an  attorney's  apprentice,  whom  she  had 
seen  the  Sunday  before  at  church  ;  where  he  had  excited  the 
ipplanses  of  the  whole  congregation  by  the  invincible  gravity 
with  which  he  listened  to  a  Dutch  sermon.  The  young  people 
in  the  neighborhood  laughed  a  good  deal  at  my  uncle  on  the 
occasion,  but  he  only  shrugged  his  shoulders,  looked  mysterious, 
and  replied,  *^  Tut  bays  !  I  might  Iiavt  had  her^ 

Hon   BT  WILLIAK  WIZARD,    ESQ. 

Our  publisher,  who  is  busily  engaged  in  printing  a  celebrated  work, 
which  is  perhaps  more  generally  read  in  this  city  than  any  other  book, 
not  excepting  the  Bible — I  mean  the  New  York  Directory — has  begged 
ID  hard  that  we  will  not  overwhelm  him  with  too  much  of  a  good  thing, 
that  we  have,  with  LangstaflTs  approbation,  cut  short  the  residue  of  uncle 
John^s  amours.    In  all  probability  it  will  be  given  in  a  future  number, 

whenever  Launcelot  is  in  the  humor  for  it — he  is  such  an  odd but 

mum,  for  fear  of  another  suspension. 


r,  JUNE  27,  1807. 


SOME  men  (Ic 
a  leaf,  nr  t 
are  cliarmed  niln 

varii'ii  liuw  of  tlie 
■m  tt,..-  fiLti^'ui,.-  ixi: 


)W-ciiAni. 

ofjiluuU,  in  Uiv.  dissection  o( 
otnplexkn  of  a  toiip  ;  otixR  j 

.  ^^_ tile  feathered  riu*,  or  tht 

n't  Irilic.     A  iiaturali.'^t  will  fpeiid  lioui^ 


■suit  of  a 


■Tlly. 


oftlie  to 


nill 


whole 


h.ly.  I  fi-i'l  a  rcfixst 
fur  llii'ir  uvoailioLis,  for  my  own  are  6i>un'»-h.it  simitar.  I  lore 
to  v\K-n  tilt!  frrciit  vuliime  of  liumaii  eliaractpr  ;  to  inc  tin' 
('Xamiimlioti  of  a  Iti-iiii  is  moii'  iiiliTi'.-liiiir  tliaii  that  of  a  daffodil 
or  narcissus,  and    1   fii-1  a  tiioiisaiid  tiiiios  more   jilcasarc  in 


iiaturi.-,  tlinii  in  kidna{i]>iiig  tbe 
111)  ]'jii|H.'rorof  Morocco  hiiiiwlf! 
e  ample  room  for  tlic  imlulf.'cni'e 
tIuiiis,  there  is  not  a  lioiisc  in  this  city  more 
the  iitialoiiiist  of  Imman  character,  llian  my 
Honest  Cl.ritilopher,  ns  I  have  !>fforc  int'n- 
e  hearty  old  cavaliers  who  pride  llicmselvta 
iijiiin  ki-epiiiii  up  tlie  pood,  honest  unceremonious  Ilo^pilality  of 
oh]  (hoes,  lit;  is  never  sf)  happy  os  when  lie  has  drawn  about 
liim  ft  knot  of  stt'rliufr-hearted  associates,  and  sits  at  the  head  of 
bia  tablt;  disiK-using  ft  warm,  choeriug  welcome  to  all.      Ilia 


rati-hiiiji  a  new  view  of  hn 
iiuwt  (Ttirgcons  liurterlly — t 
In  my  present  Mliiation  . 
iiflliista^fe  ;  for,  pt'rliiips, 
ferlile  in  snhjfct.'ifur  the  an 
Ciisiu  C.H'kloft's.  Hones 
litmcd,  is  oi 
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coantenanoe  expands  at  eyerj  glass  and  beams  forth  emanations 
of  hilarity,  benevolence,  and  good-fellowship,  that  inspire 
and  gladden  every  gaest  around  him.  It  is  no  wonder,  there- 
fore, that  such  excellent  social  qualities  should  attract  a  host  of 
friends  and  guests ;  in  fact,  my  cousin  is  almost  overwhelmed 
with  them  ;  and  they  all,  uniformly,  pronounce  old  Cockloft  to 
be  one  of  the  finest  old  fellows  in  the  world.  His  wine  also 
always  comes  in  for  a  good  share  of  their  approbation  ;  nor  do 
they  forget  to  do  honor  to  Mrs.  Cockloft's  cookery,  pronounc- 
ing it  to  be  modelled  after  the  most  approved  recipes  of  Helio- 
gabalns  and  Mrs.  Olasse.  The  variety  of  company  thus  at- 
tracted is  particularly  pleasing  to  me  ;  for,  being  considered  a 
privileged  person  in  the  family,  I  can  sit  in  a  comer,  indulge  in 
my  favorite  amusement  of  observation,  and  retreat  to  my  elbow- 
chair  like  a  bee  to  his  hive,  whenever  I  have  collected  sufficient 
food  for  meditation. 

Will  Wizard  is  particularly  efficient  in  adding  to  the  stock  of 
originals  which  frequent  our  house  ;  for  he  is  one  of  the  most 
inveterate  hunters  of  oddities  I  ever  knew  ;  and  his  first  care, 
on  making  a  new  acquaintance,  is  to  gallant  him  to  old  Cock* 
loft's,  where  he  never  fails  to  receive  the  freedom  of  the  house 
in  a  pinch  from  his  gold  box.  Will  has,  without  exception,  the 
queerest,  most  eccentric,  and  indescribable  set  of  intimates  that 
ever  man  possessed ;  how  he  became  acquainted  with  them  I 
cannot  conceive,  except  by  supposing  there  is  a  secret  attrac- 
tion or  unintelligible  sympathy  that  unconsciously  draws  together 
oddities  of  every  soil. 

Will's  great  crony  for  some  time  was  Tom  Straddle,  to  whom 
he  took  a  great  liking.  Straddle  had  just  arrived  in  an  impor- 
tation of  hardware,  fresh  from  the  city  of  Birmingham,  or  rather, 
as  the  most  learned  English  would  call  it,  Brummagem,  so 


880  tuMxaumu 

hMoaoB  tor  its  manafocbirict  or  pmlott.  peolmlt*^  i 
boxea  ;  ud  w)>i-rc  tUry  tnskc  buttoM  ud  beaux  numgli  ^ 
inondftte  our  v  UoU-.  i-uuiiUy.  Be  ww  k  y<nti>{r  maa  6i  ettttiHi^g^\ 
Me  KUiMliiig  ill  ibi-  manuCactory  at  Bimungliatu,  sotuctimes  h&i/  ' 
the  honor  ti>  Ijucid  h'u  master's  dant;litcr  uitu  a  tim-whUJi^-,  I 
woa  the  orwl-'  of  tl  ntjarotcd  on  SoniJiipi.  auf 

ranld  beat  all  liix  ana  wuuld  take  ]ii%  irtiit]  Tor  if, 

in  boxing,  beer-drink  er  chairs,  auil  imitating  catf 

in  a  gutter  aiul  opT  idillo  wb»,  moroor^r,  a  mm- 

ber  of  a  Caiili  CI  mat  Ituiid  at  ringing  bob- 

m^ors  ;  he  was,  of  1e  coonoiflsenr  of  uinoc,  ntd 

ttotitlcd  to  assume  1  all  futanaaete  in  tbo  vi- 


ne was  likewise  n  mcbiut-i  m  ,.  ,  , .billing  Clnti,  had  seen  a  rem- 

AM  Drii^'.u'iT,  ■■  niai'lfd  "  llie  pun  of  Mnjur  Stur[,'foii  willmin-      I 
siiliTiilili'  iij>]ilouM'  ;  lit.'  van  coiiMMjiienlly  a  jirofuutid  critic,  and 
fully  iiiitliiiriziii  (o  dim  ii|>  liis  iii'si-  at  any  Americnii  |ierforci- 
iiiiiT-i.     Ilf  liad  twirc  jiarlaki'ii  of  iitiimal  iliiincrs,  frivon  tollie 
hoiul  niiiiiurartiiriTs  tif  Itiniiiiifrliain,  wIiitc  lie  Imd  tlic  giwHiT' 
time  tl)  prt  a  taste  >•(  tiirlle  and  liirlmt  ;  and  a  smai-k  of  eliani- 
liiijriie  anil    ISnrjriniily  ;  ami  he  bud  beard  a  vast  deal  of  the 
riia>l-)«if  (if  (till  Kiijiland  ;  lie  ivas  tberrfore  ojiicuro  Fuffieicat 
1,1  il— 11  iviry  .li>li,  and  eviiy  irluss  of  wine,  he  tasted  in  Aiiie- 
riea,  lliiiiiirli,  at  the  wune  tiin.',  be  ivas  as  vorneious  on  animal  as 
ever  ero-sed  llie  Albintic.     t^lraddle  had  licen  S])liisbw!  half-iv- 
diiKeii  times  liy  Ibe  eiirrinires  of  jioliilily,  luid  bad  once  the  snpir- 
liitivr  leliiity  of  Iieiti;;  kicked  out  of  doors  by  the  foolmau  of  a 
iiolile  ibike  ;    lie  ennld.  tbereforc,  tnlk  of  nobility  and   dt-siHse 
Ibe  nnliliui  |.b0.einiis.>f  Anieriea.    In  sbnrl,  Straddle  wns  one  of 
those  da]>]ii'r,   hustling'.  (lEiviil,  round,  w'lf-im]iorlant   " p-mmcn'' 
wlio  lionnie  iijion  n-^l)alf  benn  half  button-nuiker  ;  undertake  ti) 
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gire  US  the  trae  polish  of  the  hon  ton,  and  cndeaYor  to  inspire 
^  with  a  proper  and  dignified  contempt  of  our  native  country. 

Straddle  was  quite  in  raptures  when  his  employers  dcter- 

^^ined  to  send  him  to  America  as  an  agent.     He  considere<l  him- 

^If  as  going  among  a  nation  of  barbarians,  wlicre  he  would  l)0 

'^^ceiyed  as  a  prodigy  ;  he  anticipated,  with  a  proud  satisfaction, 

^he  bustle  and  confusion  his  arrival  would  occasion  ;  the  crowd 

^hat  would  throng  to  gaze  at  him  as  he  ])as8cd.  through  the 

^i^ts ;  and  had  little  doubt  but  that  he  should  occasion  as 

^Bch  curiosity  as  an  Indian  chief  or  a  Turk  in  the  streets  of 

Birmingham.     He  had  heard  of  the  beauty  of  our  women,  and 

^buckled  at  the  thouglit  of  how  completely  he  should  eclipse 

their  unpolished  beaux,  and  the  number  of  despairing  lovers  that 

"Would  mourn  the  hour  of  his  arrival.     I  am  even  informed  by 

\Vill  Wizard  that  he  put  good  store  of  beads,  spike-nails,  and 

looking-glasses  in  his  trunk  to  win  the  affections  of  the  fair  ones 

as  they  paddled  about  in  their  bark  canoes.-   The  reason  Will 

gave  for  this  error  of  Straddle's,  respecting  our  ladies,  was,  that 

he  had  read  in  Guthrie's  Geography  that  the  aborigines  of 

America  were  all  savages  ;  and  not  exactly  understanding  the 

word  aborigines,  he  applied  to  one  of  his  fellow-apprentices,  who 

assured  him  that  it  was  the  Latin  word  for  inhabitants. 

Wizard  used  to  tell  another  anecdote  of  Straddle,  which 
always  put  him  in  a  passion  :  Will  swore  that  the  captain  of  the 
ship  told  him,  that  when  Straddle  heard  they  were  off  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland,  he  insisted  upon  going  on  shore  there  to 
gather  some  good  cabbages,  of  which  he  was  excessively  fond. 
Straddle,  however,  denied  all  this,  and  declared  it  to  be  a  mis- 
chievous qtUz  of  Will  Wizard  ;  who  indeed  often  made  himself 
merry  at  his  expense.  However  this  may  be,  certain  it  is,  he 
kept  his  tailor  and  shoemaker  constantly  employed  for  a  month 


ass  SALMAGUNDt. 

before  hia  ilcpurtuic  ;  »{uij<(ic(l  Ulmsclf  »IUi  a  tmari  emMi 
stick  aboat  iij,'htwn  iiii:hc8  long,  a  pair  or  linsscliiui  of  mwl 
nnheard-of  lin^^tli,  a  little  Hbort  pair  uf  liobj's  wMtu-topped 
boots,  that  »ct'[iiod  to  staitd  un  tip-tiw  tu  rviirb  1ii>  brcocbm,  tml 
hU  hat  had  the  trua  tram-Atlaiitic  declinatioii  towanl  kia  rifttl 


ear.    The  fmt  wn-;- 

detcnnined  to  "lu/ 

Straddle  wus  nui 

the  Americiiii^  wrf 
he  wasGnSinil  lo 
and  even  uiitJolicH 
poariog  in  upon  biu 

Ills  very  (irr.s   rv.'itr 
div.-srii   r-iiully  ri.lic 


uiki'  niiT  secret  of  i( — hv  nu 

'gilded  on  his  arriral,  to  M 
vili»^  tbnti  ho  had  imagiuul; 
;iupi  luUDoleslod  hjr  a  aoni, 
tlTidaal ;  do  love^Ietlen  csme 
f  in  trait  to  auaomaU  luB ; 


,  f'-T 


IV  f.-il-i 


■ly  widi  ]iiiii.-:rlf.  Tliis  H-;is  nii.rllfyins 
nl  lo  ,m  aspiriii;.'  y^utli,  «lio  li:i,i  come  out  wilh  (lie  iJaol 
'lli^llilL^  tkiul  ('!ij>[iv:i[iij;;.  lIi;  was  I'tjiiiilly  uriforlimutc  in  lii^ 
ciisi.nis  to  Ihi-  vluiriii'tir  of  iTitl.',  .■i>uiioi.-stTir,  amikiser; 
nii(i.1iiii.>'l  oiir  wli.ili-  (Iriiiiiatic  corps,  jiuil  (TiTytliiiij,'  a\<[ttt- 
inii  to  tlK-  Hi.'iitiv  ;  IpiLt  liis  iTilirai  iil.ililios  wcrt)  riilivilW; 
.'iiti.l  fiinlt  wiUi  .ilin'Mfkioffs  (liiirRT,  not  even  sp^iringhii 
■,  loiil  1V.1S  m-wr  iiivilcd  lo  tin-  lioiisc  nftunvHril  ;  hoscourtJ 
stivTts  nt  tiiL'lif,  oiui  wn^  ciulirclkd  by  a  Ptiiniy  watclimiin; 
lOiLXnl  nil  lioiHst  nu-cliuiii<-,  and  wiis  MUKjdly  kicked.  Tli.is 
[i|«>iiilrd  ill  all  Ids  iill.>i[i|.ts  at  notoriety,  Strndillo  hit  on  ik 
■iliriit  wliiHi  was  n-^nrti-il  fo  by  l!n;  6'.M/»'— liy  dficnaiutil 
\]ii:  tile  tonii  liy  ptoriii.  llu  afcordiiijrlv  Imiitrlit  iLorscs  niiil 
l>:ii:i'~,  and   ri>rlliivith  iiiudu  a  fiiriuu:i  duiili  at  strlc  iu  a  cig 


As  Striiddlc's  fiiuiiiccs  were  but  limited,  it  may  pnsily  be  f.a\>- 
osi'd  tliat  Ills  fashiotiahi,-  caLvrr  iiirrtii<rr<l  a  little  iiiwii  bis  coci- 
L'liiiU'Mt,  "liii'li  was  iiidwd  tlio  uim',  for  to  use  ii  true  cocknov 
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piirasc,  Brummagem  suffered.  But  this  was  a  circumstance  that 
made  little  impression  upon  Straddle,  who  was  now  a  lad  of 
spirit,  and  lads  of  spirit  always  despise  the  sordid  cares  of  keep 
ing  another  man's  money.  Suspecting  this  circumstance,  I 
nerer  could  witness  anj  of  his  exhibitions  of  style,  without 
0ome  whimsical  association  of  ideas.  Did  he  give  an  entertain- 
ment to  a  host  of  guzzling  friends,  I  unmediately  fancied  them 
gormandizing  heartily  at  the  expense  of  poor  Birmingham,  and 
Bwallowing  a  consignment  of  hand-saws  and  razors.  Did  I 
behold  him  dashing  through  Broadway  in  his  gig,  I  saw  him, 
"  in  my  mind's  eye,"  driving  tandem  on  a  nest  of  tea-boards  ; 
nor  could  I  erer  contemplate  his  cockney  exhibitions  of  horse- 
manship, but  my  mischievous  imagination  would  picture  him 
qmrring  a  cask  of  hardware,  like  rosy  Bacchus  bestriding  a  beer 
barrel,  or  the  little  gentleman  who  bestraddles  the  world  in  the 
front  of  Hutching's  almanac. 

Straddle  was  equally  successful  with  the  Giblets,  as  may  well 
be  supposed  ;  for  though  pedestrian  merit  may  strive  in  vain  to 
become  fashionable  in  Gotham,  yet  a  candidate  in  an  equipage 
is  always  recognized,  and  like  Philip's  ass,  laden  with  gold,  will 
gain  admittance  everywhere.  Mounted  in  his  curricle  or  his 
gig,  the  candidate  is  like  a  statue  elevated  on  a  high  pedestal, 
his  merits  are  discernible  from  afar,  and  strike  the  dullest  optics. 
Oh,  Gotham,  Gotham!  most  enlightened  of  cities  1 — how  docs 
my  heart  swell  with  delight  when  I  beheld  your  sapient  inhabit- 
ants lavishmg  their  attention  with  such  wonderful  discern- 
ment I 

Thus  Straddle  became  quite  a  man  of  ton,  and  was  caressed, 
and  courted,  and  invited  to  dinners  and  balls.  Whatever  was 
absurd  or  ridicnlous  in  him  before,  was  now  declared  to  be  the  style. 
He  criticiBed  our  theatre,  and  was  tsteiic4  Vi  m>JDL  tvs^^x^\>r.^ 
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jodgment  of  .\[«M>  liiuself  wanlJ  not  lare  Utai  morededaiw. 

He  aboged  our  diiiiiere  :  and  the  t;od  of  eatii^,  if  then  be  sii; 

mch  deitjr,  k-vmM  to  >.pcnk  through  liis  oi^ns.     He  became  nt     | 

•nee  B  nian  uf  lunic,  for  lit>  »iit  lik 

lualiilkn JOQ  on  eTerrthinjr ; 

andhisai^DiiiriiiK  w> 

or  he  flupportcd  eforjamf- 

tionwithft  1..1. 

proniiiiHwd,  by  the  Iwnioi 

in  the  fashion;!  blu  v 

iniui  of  givat  research  n& 

deep  observation  ;  R 

home,  as  natural  curiosiLiw, 

>D  ear  of  Iniiinn  <s 

Mrasins  a  belt  of  vrsDiiiom. 

uid  a  foar-leuvi-d  cu. 

taken  great  pains  to  tniicb 

this  curious  collootioB 

n  and  a  mtaract,  but  irilt 

out    sur,.-..        Ill    (ill.-, 

c(|iji]ii.;:r,  iiiiii  Srra.!illp 

Killl.'  r..rlllL'  llln^t  ITitil-i 

(II.'    ..!■    hU   li..rs-s    «,■! 
a<llliijV'.|  liiliisrif  •: 


l!ii'  iH-o]Ai-  l;iIkHl  of  PtraiiUlp  and  Hi 
tiilkril  lip  lii-i  iKirscii,  uiilil  it  iv;i:i  iiu[iO!- 
,1  ,ili-.TVir  to  i.r..iiouiicr,  wIi.tliLT  Stra.l" 
c  1.IU.1    uihijiml,  or  wh.liiLT   StraJdk 


s  Imrns  most. 


Slr^Klilli! 


tl  tllL' 


lilli  tif  Iii*  iilory.     lie  swii^;.'cr(ii 


N.-«-  Y..rk  p 


Ul    Il:.t 


liil;  . 


»<'rimilu<Hl:Lt<'<],  until 
-  fi,,|.  ]I,m1— ailiehiiillor, 
tli(.  w.irl.l,  iuiii  ii,-.-o/l,a  (h.'ii 
liurity.  Ik'slaL.-g.ridfr.>iul! 
thi!  box  liku  (t  tiin|M>>(,  iind  s 
.Will.  .m.!t,>b.it-,- nil   tlio>cv 


iiltliis 


IK  proii 
m|>iuiv 


I'Vi 


I  Ukv 


■  \n^   ..WVwi  «ffi 


uiiwJ 
tl  llir- 

iii.f  ulltliv  t:ivi-nis  iM'twecn 
;  ^tl)l>ll  a  diiiiiiv  of  licin;; 
%  JioM's  wrrf  perft'ctly  wifis- 
wiiit.'re  will)  thcbi'stnirin 
till-  Inie  griitli'maiily  faiiii- 
LT-tiil,leto  the  pliiy,  eiitmd 
iijf  ciiouirh  to  bi;  bored  to 
I  the  mi^fu^tlllle  to  l<e  near 
L  ball  time  euou-'li  to 
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founder  through  a  cotillon,  tear  half  a  dozen  gowns,  connnit  a 
dumber  of  other  depredations,  and  make  the  whole  company 
fusible  of  liis  infinite  condescension  in  coming  amongst  them. 
.  The  people  of  Gotham  thought  him  a  prodigious  fine  fellow;  the 
Joong  bucks  cultivated  his  acquaintance  with  the  most  persever- 
iiig  assiduity  ;  and  his  retainers  were  sometimes  complimented 
with  a  scat  in  his  curricle,  or  a  ride  on  one  of  his  fine  horses. 
The  belles  were  delighted  with  the  attentions  of  such  a  fashion- 
able gentleman,  and  struck  with  astonishment  at  his  learned  dis- 
tinctious  between  wrought  scissors  and  thase  of   cast-steel ; 
together  with  his  profound  dissertations  on  buttons  and  horse 
flesh.     Tlie  rich  merchants  courted  his  acquaintance  because  he 
was  an  Eaglishman,  and  their  wives  treated  him  with  great  de- 
ference because  he  had  come  from  beyond  seas.     I  cannot  help 
here  observing  that  your  salt  water  is  a  marvellous  great  sharp 
encr  of  men's  wits,  and  I  intend  to  reconmiend  it  to  some  of  my 
acquaintance  in  a  particular  essay. 

Straddle  continued  his  brilliant  career  for  only  a  short  time. 
His  prosperous  journey  over  the  turnpike  of  fashion  was  checked 
by  some  of  those  stumbling-blocks  in  the  way  of  aspiring  youth, 
caUed  creditors,  or  duns — a  race  of  people  who,  as  a  celebrated 
writer  observes,  "  are  hated  by  gods  and  men."  Consignments 
slackened,  whispers  of  distant  suspicion  floated  in  the  dark, 
and  those  pests  of  society,  the  tailors  and  shoemakers,  rose  in 
rebellion  against  Straddle.  In  vain  were  all  his  remonstrances, 
in  vain  did  he  prove  to  them  that  though  he  had  given  them  no 
money,  yet  he  had  given  them  more  custom,  and  as  many  pro- 
mises as  any  young  man  in  the  city.  They  were  inflexible,  and 
the  signal  of  danger  being  given,  a  host  of  other  prosecutors 
poonced  npon  his  back.  Straddle  saw  there  was  but  one  way  for 
it ;  he  determined  to  do  the  thing  genteelly,  to  go  to  smash  like 
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S  hero,  tnd  iliwlit.!  into  the  lUiiIta  In  high  strle.  being  tbe  » 

teenth  geDtlimuii  I  liaro  known  to  drim  Uudem  to  the — Wjihi 

tiara— the  d 1. 

UnfortnnalL'  S[ni(l«no  1     May  thy  fat«  1«  a  vanaag  to  tH 

yoang  gcDtlemi  ii  whu  rnnw!  ont  trtsa 

ItimiiDgliam  to  asloniEhlbe 

natives  1     I  t-liotild  i 

1  tlin  trouble  to  di'lineBlc  b« 

character  ha<l  he  not 

e  cockney,  and  win-thy  lo  l« 

the  represent  III  iro  ol 

tribe     rprhaps  my  sinplo 

countrymen  may  hr 

to  ili^lingniKh  U-tfrtwi  Ho 

real  English  t-  uti.-n 

oals  of  the  ca!>t  I  haTO  bite 

toforo  fpokeii  of,  an  n 

springing  at  ono  boowl  ft« 

contemptible  nbKroi     f 

f,'..o.l-uat.ini!  hm.l.    Ti 

■  Irur-Uini  nii>l  inn-1>iv,|  [■j.^^Ii-h-r:,!'.-       ' 

imin  is  »  ,-1k 

ni.'lrr  I  \n 

kl  m  trtiit 

r^[,u(  ;   nild    I    l.JVi.'  toli.'k 

biirk  t.>  til.' iMTioil  wiicti  our  ronfiHUiTs  ltrnirislii-.i  in  tlio  mbi.' 
priii'r..ii-i  !-.iil,  tiiul  liiiilvd  riuli  odierns  lirutlicpi.  Dul  thccwk- 
nrv  l^iiliiii  I  cciiili'iijiiluti'  Iiim  as  I'priTiLruii.'-,  (."),  ftoin  tliesioie 
Fouro',  1  r.Tl  (i^liiiiur,!  of  tliu  rvl;ilioii>lii|.,  ami  am  ti™]itiHl  to 
il.'iLy  my  orij.'in.  In  tlu;  rliiiracttT  of  Stnul.llc  is  tnicrd  the  om- 
jilcli!  oiitlinu  !•(  II  true  oiK-kni-y,  of  Kii.irlish  growth,  nod  a  dcswii- 
daiit  iif  lli:it  iiiiliviilmil  fiiciioiis!  i-hanti-tcr  inoutiounl  by  Sh»k- 
eiioari.',  "  le/bi,  in  parv  /;i.iu/iu:is  lo  hit  htTse,  btUlrml  hU  Any.''  • 

•  Aimuiusiiisvorincatloii  ofllio  fiil.^lKv  uf  llio  ehamcterof  ToniPtr*.!- 
dlr,  10  ill-  tv|.i>  of  tlic  rruiii"inpi-m  lonri.l,  is  nfTordiii  in  nn  anttamt 
r.1.nl.-ii  ill  n  Mri.ioir  oflpviii!:,  pn'fiipii  Ici  the  Paris  rclilioii  of  liis  frorks. 

n  lilii'lIouH  jwlilicLillori,  proiliiccil  n  voluitic  of  '  Sulumgimili '  on  his  IrLil 
Tliis  [Hililii'alion,  it  ii|ipr«rrii.  luiil  ("■cu  copieJ  lilprally,  word  for  nord, 
from  lilt  cliiiraclcr  of  Tom  Siriniiik,  prlntpii,  fold,  sent  abroad,  mis.liicf 
oui-ly  nioiipli,  to  be  nuri',  »liili>  one  of  (how  Enplijh  troTellers,  ithoni 
Irvlti;;  liail  !-o  di'Ugtitfully  bit  oil',  »3.s  in  J:iiuaiL'ik,  cxpiortDg  and  aatoni^b- 
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YOUR  learned  traveller  begins  his  travels  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  journey  ;  others  begin  theirs  at  the  end ;  and 
a  third  class  b^n  any  how  and  anywhere,  which  I  think  is  the 
true  way.  A  late  facetious  writer  begins  what  he  calls  a  "  Pic- 
ture of  New  York,"  with  a  particular  description  of  Glen's  Falls, 
from  whence,  with  admirable  dexterity,  he  makes  a  digression  to 
the  celebrated  Mill  Rock  on  Long  Island  I  Now,  this  is  what 
I  like  ;  and  I  intend,  in  my  present  tour,  to  digress  as  often  and 
as  long  as  I  please.  If,  therefore,  I  choose  to  make  a  hop,  skip, 
and  jump  to  China,  or  New  Holland,  or  Terra  Incognita,  or 
Commnnipaw,  I  can  produce  a  host  of  examples  to  justify  me, 
even  in  books  that  have  been  praised  by  the  English  reviewers, 
whose  fiat  being  all  that  is  necessary  to  give  books  a  currency 
in  this  country,  I  am  determined,  as  soon  as  I  finish  my  edition 
of  travels  in  seventy-five  volumes,  to  transmit  it  forthwith  to 
them  for  judgment.  If  these  trans- Atlantic  censors  praise  it,  I 
have  no  fear  of  its  success  in  this  country,  where  their  approba- 
tion gives,  like  the  Tower  stamp,  a  fictitious  value,  and  makes 
tinsel  and  wampum  pass  current  for  classic  gold. 

CHATTER  I. 

Battebt — flagstaff  kept  by  Louis  Eeaffee — ^Eeaffee  main- 
tains two  spy-glasses  by  subscriptions — ^merchants  pay  two  shil- 
lings a  year  to  look  through  them  at  the  signal  poles  on  Staten 


^^^^^^H 
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Uud-A  TOT  !*«««•  p«T«« ;  bat  w*  •«  plcwnt  u  tiui 

ftna  tiR  Un  or   Huwifc    inMiL.  tra  beat   ili«n!      Yoong 

Kdion  fo  iim  tn  tlw  lig^taff  to  baj  pmuU  uid  bntr.  >its 

tbebtigM  <,r  ibrir  mmri^  iteifia^  ud  MiMtiBM  to  phj  il 

ImII.   or    »e>-  ..ibrr  teOMt    unnwnt— d»;:Twfoo  to  tbe 

<HjB4MC,  mod  I<;><iia 

»  dncrif  >tioa  nf  tlie  bllimoa 

of  Corinth,  ^r.,!   tbi 

U>  ranrlo'lr  vrith  k  diwn» 

tkmoDtbeli  .ijucv. 

K»«l)iff  •irKdNKvuini'Ac 

tolhen-gmi  -nirit 

n  Ui  the  Ball«7-0eli^t- 

fhl  place  to   [i>-lui^ 

rf  sratiDMat.     How  tanon* 

are  the  mtiUti»iu  oC 

FMiaago^aDdtldiiintni 

— «t  Iwt  mot  sboi* 

iiilijil.:t-'l  liv  ;i  rif-  uf  iiVridrir*.  « 

'm,  .iw.lt  ill  ].:irk  iml-   lii".--! 

"1" :■-'""- 

l..nl-  ■■.,f  ll,.. 

f.i^l    ;ii,.i    ti 

t:i1ir.-  ;   uii.l  >, 

th..  «li;t.-tt 

U-i.luily,    ^.,.i 

S    -TI    tl..-   1. 

ur>.l  Mirr  d<rr 

<-,  Ik..   p,i, 

H'--^-.!  i.iiti  ..r 

tin-  l:im!   of 

(ir>t  |H-<ii.li(i|r 
III,,  mil. Hint  " 

.f  AmiTR-u- 

r..    llic    .Ifsf 

lliiy  ■■i.Nir  fn. 

1  Kri7.rh.rMi. 

Rivs  tli.'v  iirr 

lrs...ii.!...l  fr 

li.l-    U:-m    11l<- 

Cfltic— Kir 

fn.til   tlir   I'll.. 

iciiins— I,,... 

Aiitlin)|«i|iliiit. 

i— llnTcn-,H 

Niirwpjrinris— 

UhI    l.illklllM 

tipimivi-  tlml 

Auu-rivvv  wu 

>  .Uiiii 
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I.-  liiiit..  :  Imt  till-  ^|li^i(  .if  time,  and 
-n-.-|>t  llum  fr^Hii  tlii^ir  omieiit  iiilitri- 
;ivi'  lif  till'  iKvaii.  l.y  ii,*  ever  UrtUng 
wvii  l;uiil,  >.>  tlif  wliitc  niiin,  I. y  slow 

lii>  f..r..fiUluTS.— Ooiiji'i'iurts  im  tlic 
-<iiffrr..|it  oiniiicii-s  uii  Hint  sulyivt.  ti' 
iiiilre.1— .i|iitiion  of  AuTiislinn  Ti.iniiil 
riKlnnts  nf  Shcrn  and  Jiipliotli,  wIjo 
L  l<i  AiiL.Tiea. — .Ttiffriilius  retrc  says 
— mi-m.  ciiUl  juiiriicy — yioni'.  Cliairnn 
mi  llie  Giiuls^billor  eimtii.'-li — ^A.  Mi- 
i:!nT  fr..m  the  E.iryiitiaii-!— LTompIe 
iiirli'irt  fmni  tlie  Ctinnftnile?,  iiliii::  ihc 
mI  fr.im  Tnrlnrs— Grolius  from  llitj 
Fiili'lius  liai  written  tn-n  fr.li.i  voliiniH 
i  first  uf  all  iH'opled  either  l)y  ihe  aoii 
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podeaus  or  the  Cornish  miners,  who,  he  maintains,  might  easily 
bave  made  a  subterranean  passage  to  this  country,  particularly 
the  antipodeans,  who,  he  asserts,  can  get  along  under  ground  as 
fast  as  moles — quere,  which  of  these  is  in  the  right,  or  are  they 
all  wrong  J  For  my  part,  I  don't  see  why  America  had  not  as 
good  a  right  to  be  peopled  at  first,  as  any  little  contemptible 
country  in  Europe,  or  Asia;  and  I  am  determined  to  write  a  book 
at  my  first  leisure,  to  prove  that  Noah  was  born  here — and  that 
so  far  is  America  from  being  indebted  to  any  other  country  for 
inhabitants,  that  they  were  every  one  of  them  peopled  by  colo- 
nies from  her  1 — mem.  Battery  a  very  pleasant  place  to  walk  on 
a  Sunday  evening — not  quite  gentel  though — everybody  walks 
there,  and  a  pleasure,  however  genuine,  is  spoiled  by  general 
participation — the  fashionable  ladies  of  New  York  turn  up  their 
noses  if  you  ask  them  to  walk  on  the  Battery  on  Sunday — quere, 
have  they  scruples  of  conscience,  or  scruples  of  delicacy  ? 
Neither — they  have  only  scruples  of  gentility,  which  are  quite 
different  things. 

CHAPTER   H. 

Custom-house* — origin  of  duties  on  merchandise — ^this  place 
mnch  frequented  by  merchants — and  why  ?— different  classes  of 
merchants — importers — a  kind  of  nobility — wholesale  merchants 
— have  the  privilege  of  going  to  the  city  assembly  1 — Retail 
traders  cannot  go  to  the  assembly. — Some  curious  speculations 
on  the  vast  distinction  betwixt  selling  tape  by  the  piece  or  by 
the  yard. — ^Wholesale  merchants  look  down  upon  the  retailers, 

*  Tho  old  government-house  facing  Bowling  Green,  built  for  the  Pre- 
adent  of  the  United  States,  afterwards  the  residence  of  George  Chnton 
and  John  Jay. 
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who  in  retnm  loolt  down  upon  the  jrreeu-grocers,  who  look  di 
npon  the  market-women,  who  don'l  care  a  straw  about  anj  t 
them. — Origin  of  the  diEtincHons  of    rank — Dr.  Johnson  0 
horribly  puzzled  to  settle  the  point  of   prcordcoce  betwenl 
louse   and    a  flea — ^ood  hint  enoagh  to   bnmble  pare 
arrogance. — Custom-house    partly  af«d  as  a  lodginpJionfe  I 
the  pictures  Itelongit^  to  the  Academy  of  Arts — coiridDt  a 
tlie  statues  house-room,  most  of  them  in  the  cellar  of  tlie  G 
llali — poor  place  for  the  gods  and  goddesses— after  01yBi[Hia.-4 
Pensive  reflections  on  the  nps  and  downs  of  life — Apollo,  M 
the  rest  of  the  set,  nsed  to  cut  a  great  flgnre  in  days  uf  jur 
Mem.  every  dog  haa  his  day — sorry  for  Venus  though,  ] 
wench,  to  be  cooped  np  iu  a  cellar  with  not  a  sin^c  | 
wait  on  herl — Eult^y  un  the  gentlemen  of  tlte  Academy  of  A 
for  the  great  spirit  with  which  they  began  ttu?  undertaking,  I 
the  perscTcrance  with  which  Ihcy  have  pursned  il — it  is  a  |j 
however,  ihcy  began  at  llie  wrong  end — maxim- 
bird  and  a  cage,  always  buy  the  cage  first — hem  ! — a  « 
the  wise  I 


Bowuxc  OicEKX — fine  place  for  pastnrtng  c 
of  the  la{«  corporation— formerly  omameDtcd  with  •  8 
Qcor^  the  Third — pt-ople.pidlcd  ildowuii 
let« — great  pity;  it  might,  have  lieeo  given  to  tlie  i 
wonld  have  become  a  collar  as  well  as  any  utlicr. — Bnndwi 
great  difference  in  the  gentility  of  streets — a  man  win)  p 
in  Pearl  Ktreet,  or  Chatham   Run,  derives  no  kind  of  d 
from  his  doiuicil ;  but  place  him  la  a  certain  part  of  I 
anywhere  \iel'ffc%uvVtc  B)i.tt>-7Y  and  Wall  »t4vet.  and  kc  etn^l^ 
way  becomes  cT\l\t\«A\o  t^\ft\s.\*vfc\««.i4.isasu&R,wA«ni(a 


CATCH-POLES.  241 

a  person  of  prodigious  consequence! — Quere,  whether  there  is  a 
degree  of  purity  in  the  au:  of  that  quarter  which  changes  the 
gross  particles  of  rulgaritj  into  gems  of  refinement  and  polish  J 
A  question  to  be  asked,  but  not  to  be  answered — New  brick 
charch! — ^What  a  pity  it  is  the  corporation  of  Trinity  church  are 
80  poor! — if  they  could  not  afiTord  to  build  a  better  place  of  wor- 
ship, why  did  they  not  go  about  with  a  subscription  ?— even  I 
would  hare  given  them  a  few  shillings  rather  than  our  city  should 
have  been  disgraced  by  such  a  pitiful  specimen  of  economy — 
Wall  street — City  Hall,  famous  place  for  catch-poles,  deputy 
shcrifls,  and  young  lawyers  ;  which  last  attend  the  courts,  not 
becaose  they  have  business  there,  but  because  they  have  no 
business  anywhere  else.  My  blood  always  curdles  when  I  see  a 
catch-pole,  they  being  a  species  of  vermin  who  feed  and  fatten  on 
tho  common  wretchedness  of  mankind,  who  trade  in  misery,  and 
in  becoming  the  executioners  of  the  law,  by  their  oppression  and 
villainy,  almost  counterbalance  all  the  benefits  which  are  derived 
firom  its  salutary  regulations — Story  of  Quevedo  about  a  catch- 
pole  possessed  by  a  devil,  who,  on  being  interrogated,  declared 
that  be  did  not  come  there  voluntarily,  but  by  compulsion  ;  and 
that  a  decent  devil  would  never  of  his  own  free  will  enter  into 
the  body  of  a  catch-pole  ;  instead,  therefore,  of  doing  him  tho 
injustice  to  say  that  here  was  a  catch-pole  bedevilled,  they  should 
say,  it  was  a  devil  bo-catch-poled;  that  being  in  reality  the  truth 
— ^Wonder  what  has  become  of  the  old  crier  of  the  court,  who 
used  to  make  more  noise  in  preservmg  silence  than  the  audience 
did  in  breaking  it — if  a  man  happened  to  drop  liLs  cane,  the  old 
hero  would  sing  out  "  silence  I"  in  a  voice  that  emulated  the 
"  wide  mouthed  thunder  " — On  inquiring,  found  he  had  retired 
from  business  to  eiyoy  ativM  cum  dignitatt,  as  many  a  great  man 
has  done  before.    Strange  that  wise  men,  as  they  are  t.h<^\\%VA.^ 

11 
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dKMld  tofl  through  *  whole  existence  merel;  to  eo}^  i  fer 
moments  of  Itripuir  at  lut  t  wh}-  ilon'l  tiiej  begin  to  be  oij  tt 
fint,  and  nm  [mn^liiue  e  momenta  pleaam  with  an  ip  oT 
pain  T — menx,  |>o8cd  some  or  the  jocko7«— «h  I 


Bahbei^s  potc  ;  t'  -dvis  ofiiaters  m  Ne*Tak 

— those  who  Kliure  tvabnien  bihI  K^hononii— 

thoee  who  cut  bean  ho  iMare  wrfet  o/  AoW ;  tin 

last  are  the  nio«t  r«q  lae,  in  the  conrao  of  a  jta, 

they  make  mako  morr  :        ,  that  ii>w.ritp,  than  the  wiwlt 

cur])-;  iif  ulluT  sA.NY/-!  cuti  lio  in  lialf  a  ct'iiliiry  ;    besidw,  i' 
«oiil(l  [luz/.k  a  cunimoii  ImrliiT  Ui  niiii  any  man,  except  by  cul- 
till,:;  Ills  iliroat  ;  whereas  vnur  higher  onlcr  of  jArtrcn,  yourlrm; 
bloiidsuikcrs  of  the  community,  ?eatcd  smigly  behind  the  cur- 
tain, ill  wali'h  fir  |>rcy,  live  on  the  vitals  of  the  niifortunat*, 
onil  priiiv  rii'h  cin  tlie  niin  of  Ibon^andK,     Yet  iliis  last  elas;  of 
b'irh-rs  an'  lidtl  in  liigh  resprel  in  the  ivorld  ;  they  never  offtml 
flfrainst  tlie  (hrencic^s  c.f  life,  pi  "ften  to  church,  look  down  on 
hones!  jioverty  ivalkiiif;  mi  foot,  mid  call  iheniselves  pciitlemfn  ; 
yea,  men  .if  lionor! — Loitcry  oiTiees — another  set  of  cajriwl 
sliuvers!— h.-en.-^e.i   panihliii.u'   liiinse<  !   pood   things   enongh,  as 
tliey  I'liiible   a  fe«-   h<inf.<t  iiulii  virions  grnt/cBicn   to   liunilinji  tliC 
pi'ojile- — nci-onliiig  til  linv  ;  besides,  if  the   pco|)le  will   Ix?  siiell 
foiils,  whose  fiiitlt  is  it  but  their  own  if  they  pet  bit ,'— Mi-sfff. 
PalT— '"■g|)ariliin  for  ]ii;lling  tlieuiin  siieh  had  eoiiijinnv,  because 
they  are  a  eniiiile  'if  fine  fellows — mem.  to  recommend  Miehiiel'i 
Hnliqne  snuff-box  to  nil  amateurs  inthf  <irl. — Eagle  singing  Van- 
kee-rlooiile— N.Tt,— UntToii,  P<>tinnnt  and  the  rest  of  the  natural- 
ists, al\  tinUirnU  w,\.  \x<  \\Mi^   \.W  cii^W.  v.;is   a   singing   bird  ; 
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Linkum  Fidelius  knew  better,  and  gives  a  long  description  of  a 
bald  eagle  that  serenaded  him  once  in  Canada ; — digression  ; 
particular  account  of  the  Canadian  Indians ; — story  about 
Areskou  learning  to  make  fishing  nets  of  a  spider— don't  believe 
it,  though,  because,  according  to  Linkum,  and  many  other 
learned  authorities,  Areskou  is  the  same  as  Mars^  being  derived' 
from  his  Greek  name  of  Arts  ;  and  if  so,  he  knew  well  enough 
what  a  net  was  without  consulting  a  spider; — story  of  Arachne 
being  changed  into  a  spider  as  a  reward  for  having  hanged  her* 
self ; — derivation  of  the  word  spinster  from  spider  ; — Colophon, 
now  Altobosco,  the  birthplace  of  Arachne,  remarkable  for  a 
famous  breed  of  spiders  to  this  day  ; — mem.  nothing  like  a 
little  scholarship — make  the  ignoramus,  viz.  the  majority  of  my 
readers,  stare  like  wild  pigeons  ; — return  to  New  York  a  short 
cut — meet  a  dashing  belle,  in  a  little  thick  white  veil — tried  to 
get  a  peep  at  her  face — saw  she  squinted  a  little — thought  so  at 
first ; — never  saw  a  face  covered  with  a  veil  that  was  worth 
looking  at ; — saw  some  ladies  holding  a  conversation  across  the 
street  about  going  to  church  next  Sunday — talked  so  loud  they 
frightened  a  cartman's  horse,  who  ran  away,  and  over  set  a  bas- 
ket of  gingerbread  with  a  little  boy  under  it  ;  mem.  I  don't 
much  see  the  use  of  speaking-trumpets  now-a-days. 

CHAITER  V. 

Bought  a  pair  of  gloves;  dry-goods  stores  the  genuine  schools 
of  politeness — true  Parisian  manners  there — got  a  pair  of  gloves 
and  a  pistarcen's  worth  of  bows  for  a  dollar — dog  cheap  ! — 
Courtlandt  street  corner — famous  place  to  see  the  belles  go  by 
— quere,  ever  been  shopping  with  a  lady  ? — some  account  of  it 
— ^ladies  go  into  all  the  shops  in  the  city  to  buy  a  pair  of  gloves 
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— good  wny  of  spending  time,  if  they  ha*e  nothing;  ebo  to  Hk' 
— Oswego  Market — looks  very  mnch  like  n  triumpbal  arch— 
EDmc  lUTcontit  of  tim  (naoaer  of  erecting;  them  in  tuurii-ut  tJmea  ; 
dijffeBsion  to  the  arcA-dukc  Charles,  and  aoiue  accoiml  of  the  ub 
cient  Germans.  N.B. — quote  Tacitus  on  tliie  snljjccl.-i-Portieii- 
lar  description  of  market-baskets,  butebera'  blocks,  and  wheelW- 
row9  ; — mem.  queer  things  run  upon  one  wheel ! — Saw  a  cart* 
man  driving  full  tilt  through  Broadway — mn  over  a  child— 
good  enough  for  it — what  business  had  it  to  be  iu  the  way  ?— 
Hint  concerning  the  laws  agsinFl.  pigs,  gonte,  dogt>,  and  c 
— grand  apostrophe  to  the  sublime  science  of  jurispnidonco  i-~ 
comparison  between  legislators  and  linkers  ;  quere,  wbellier  it 
requires  greater  ability  to  mend  a  law  than  to  mend  a  kettle  1 
— injury  into  the  utility  of  making  hiws  that  are  broken  a  buih 
dred  times  in  a  day  with  impunity  ; — my  Ijord  Coke's  (ipbicnt 
on  the  subject ;  my  Lord  a  very  great  man — so  was  Lord 
Bacon  :  a  good  story  abnnt  a  criminal  named  Hog  claiming 
rclationsbip  with  him. — Hogg's  porter-house  ; — a  great  1: 
of  Will  Wizard  ;  Will  put  down  there  one  night  by  a  ecsrc^ 
loin,  in  an  argument  concerning  the  era  of  the  Chinese  empit* 
Whangpo  ; — Hogg's  a  capital  place  for  hearing  the  same  sturic^ 
the  same  jokes,  and  the  snmo  songs  every  night  m  the  ye»r^-i 
mem.  except  Sunday  nights  ;  fine  sihool  for  young  politiciaori 
too — some  of  the  longest  and  thickc^it  heads  in  the  dty  com* 
there  to  settle  the  nation. — Scheme  of  lehnbod  Fnngus  to  nf 
tore  the  balance  of  Eiiroiie  ; — digression  ; — some  account  of 
the  balance  of  Eurojje  ;  comparison  between  it  and  a  pair  rf 
scales,  with  the  Emperor  Alexander  in  one  and  the  Eniperar 
Napoleon  in  the  other  :  fine  fellows — ^lioth  of  a  weight,  cant 
tell  which  will  kick  the  beam  : — mem.  don't  earn  much  either— 
nothing  to  me  -. — ItJuibotl  "iovy  anhaiipr  about  it — thiuks  HapO- 
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kon  has  an  cje  on  this  country — capital  place  to  pasture  his 
horses,  and  provide  for  the  rest  of  his  family. — Dey  street — 
ancient  Dutch  name  of  it,  signifying  murderers'  valley,  formerly 
the  site  of  a  great  peach  orchard  ;  my  grandmother's  history  of 
the  famous  Peach  war — arose  from  an  Indian  stealing  peaches 
out  of  this  orchard  ;  good  cause  as  need  be  for  a  war  ;  just  aa 
good  as  the  balance  of  power.  Anecdote  of  war  between  two 
Italian  states  about  a  bucket ;  introduce  some  capital  new 
truisms  about  the  folly  of  mankind,  the  ambition  of  kings, 
potentates,  and  princes;  particularly  Alexander,  Caesar,  Charles 
the  Xllth,  Napoleon,  little  King  Pepin,  and  the  great  Charle- 
magne.— Conclude  with  an  exhortation  to  the  present  race  of  sove- 
reigns to  keep  the  king's  peace,  and  abstain  from  all  those  deadly 
quarrels  which  produce  battle,  murder,  and  sudden  death : — mem. 
— ran  my  nose  against  a  lamp-post — conclude  in  great  dudgeon. 


•  •• 


FROM  MY  ELBOW  CHAIR. 

OUR  cousin  Pindar,  after  having  been  confined  for  some 
time  past  with  a  fit  of  the  gout,  which  is  a  kind  of  keep- 
sake in  our  family,  has  again  set  his  mill  going,  as  my  readers 
will  perceive.  On  reading  his  piece  I  could  not  help  smiling  at 
the  high  compliments  which,  contrary  to  his  usual  style,  he  has 
hvished  on  the  dear  sex.  The  old  gentleman,  unfortunately 
observing  my  merriment,  stumped  out  of  the  room  with  great 
vociferation  of  crutch,  and  has  not  exchanged  three  words  with 
me  since.  I  expect  every  hour  to  hear  that  he  has  packed  up 
his  movables,  and,  as  usual  in  all  cases  of  disgust,  retreated  to 
his  old  country-house. 
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Piudar,  Uki 
Bosccptible  tn 
be  IB  one  of  i 
wickedly  adiii 
brljr  on  the  11 
Bat  wlica  tlK' 
san  releases  i 
dissolTca  iDt'> 
qoaliticB  of  i' 
nature  repon' 
the  starry  nu 
this  influence 


'  most  nf  the  nlil  OockloA.  boBei,  k  ««»derliifi; 
ibi<  genial  inBoenoe  of  w»rai  wottW.  In  irmlcr 
Ik-  iii<»t  rnuity  (dd  Imrhflon  imilcr  bnvni,  bmIU 
I'li-il  tu  sarcastic  reflectioiu  of  tntrj  kind,  ptrticu- 
tilo  oiichuDtiiuf  foiUes  and  wbim-whanu  of  wnua. 
^[>^ll,  (1  the  milt]  uifluence  oTtbe 

jjiture  -Ittra,  the  ice  of  hia  bo*™ 

a  ^'<'  licti  reflects  tbe  bowitrfalng 

mtiil,  clear  crndn^,  wbtt 
1  bconi  111  itit  pure  boson  lU 
It  ia  uiukr  the  cooUol  rf 
c«  ;  And  I  bcff  the  ItdiM,  b 
■(-iiri'it,  iinl  to  fluttiT  tlifm- 
:i"..i  l'ii»l:ir  li:i.^  s.itT.-ml  tlieni  ta  .■^^H* 
ling  mi>rc  to  ivtiMiri'.     It  is  Iiiit  suii-liiM 
ivn.ii-lLl  lliis  ».>iL<kTriil  dmnp) ;  mi'i  1 
»■  lir>t  iiorthvnstcr  ilon't  convurt  uH  lii= 


Ui'  fuii 

■■  ill  ailc 

i^niGcQt 

be  boa  WTi 

■  nf  tlirir   !iarml( 


FIIOM  THE  MII.T.  OF   riXHAR  COCKLOFT,  ESt). 

OW   oft.'ll   I  ^■rt^^  Lliy  rLll-.li..|LS  ll.'ljiLL.i, 

Ami  ciill  n\i  tin'  il;iy,f  of  piist  youtli  to  iny  ininil. 


H 


AVi.fiL  folly  ii^siiils  ill  liiiliiliiiii'iits  new, 

AVlica  f:isliioii  olitnuli'S  sotiK-  fr,-h  « liiiu-nbam  to  view 

Whoii  llio  ro|ilini.'s  of  f:isliioii  bcliiKzli;  my  sight, 

BcwildtT  my  fui-liri-rs— my  senses  be:iif{tit ; 

!  rftrciit  ill  disj^iist  from  tlic  WDrlil  of  tcnlay, 

To  i-omuimie  wiv\\  \\w«w\iV  Wv.vt.  Ivi^  nioulilcrci  mvav; 
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To  convene  with  the  shades  of  those  friends  of  mj  love, 
Long  gathered  in  peace  to  the  angels  above. 

In  my  rambles  through  life  should  I  meet  with  annoy, 
From  the  bold,  beardless  stripling — the  turbid  pert  boy — 
One  reared  in  the  mode  lately  reckoned  genteel, 
Which,  neglecting  the  head,  aims  to  perfect  the  heel ; 
Which  completes  the  sweet  fopling  while  yet  in  his  teens, 
And  fits  him  for  fashion's  light  changeable  scenes  ; 
Proclaims  him  a  man  to  the  near  and  the  fur, 
Can  he  dance  a  cotillon  or  smoke  a  segar  ; 
And  though  brainless  and  rapid  as  vapid  can  be, 
To  routs  and  to  parties  pronounces  him  free  : — 
Oh,  I  think  on  the  beaux  that  existed  of  yore, 
On  those  rules  of  the  ton  that  exist  now  no  more  ! 

I  recall  with  delight  how  each  yonker  at  first 
In  the  cradle  of  science  and  virtue  was  nursed  : 
— How  the  graces  of  person  and  graces  of  mind, 
The  polish  of  learning  and  fashion  combined, 
mi  softened  in  manners  and  strengthened  in  head, 
By  the  classical  lore  of  the  living  and  dead. 
Matured  in  his  person  till  manly  in  size. 
He  then  was  presented  a  beau  to  our  eyes  I 

My  nieces  of  late  have  made  frequent  complaint 
That  they  suffer  vexation  and  painful  constrauit, 
By  having  their  circles  too  often  distrest 
By  some  three  or  four  goslings  just  fledged  from  the  nest. 
Who,  propped  by  the  credit  their  fathers  sustain, 
Alike  tender  in  years  and  in  person  and  brain. 
But  plenteously  stocked  with  that  substitute,  brass. 
For  true  wits  and  critics  would  anxiously  pass. 
They  complain  of  that  empty  sarcostical  B\au^, 
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So  common  to  nil  the  coxcombical  gi^ng. 

Who  the  Tair  with  Iheir  shallow  cx|x;riciiee  vex. 

By  thrumniing  forever  their  wenkiiess  of  sex  ; 

And  who  b<«ist  of  thcmEplTes,  when  thejf  talk  wilh  prood 

Of  Man's  mental  ascendency  over  the  fair. 

'Twaa  thus  the  yoong  owlet  produced  in  tho  nest, 
Where  the  eagle  oF  Jove  her  young  eogk-ti  hod  preet. 
Pretended  to  boost  of  his  royal  descent, 
And  Taunted  thnt  force  which  to  eagles  ia  lent. 
Thoagh  fated  to  shnn  with  his  dim  visual  ray. 
The  cheering  delights  and  the  brillinnce  of  day  ; 
To  forsake  the  fwr  regions  of  tetlier  and  light, 
For  dull  moping  caverns  of  darkness  nnd  night : 
Still  talk'J  of  that  eagle-like  strength  of  the  eye. 
Which  approaches  unwinking  tlie  priilc  of  the  sky. 
Of  thut  vnng  which  nnwearied  can  hover  and  play 
In  the  noon-tide  effulgence  and  torrent  of  day. 

Dear  girls,  the  sad  evils  of  which  ye  complain 
Your  Bex  must  endure  from  the  feeble  and  vain, 
1^  the  common-place  jest  of  the  nar^ery  Ecnpe-goat, 
Tia  the  common-place  ballad  that  croaks  from  his  throat 
He  knows  not  that  nature — that  polish  decrece. 
That  women  shonld  always  cniicavor  to  picnae : 
Tliat  the  law  of  their  system  has  enrly  imprest 
The  importance  of  fitting  themselvea  to  each  gaest ; 
And,  of  course,  that  full  oft  when  ye  triBo  and  plar, 
Tis  to  gratily  triflers  who  strut  in  your  way. 
The  child  might  as  well  of  its  mother  coQiplain, 
As  wanting  true  wisdom  and  soundness  of  bniiii ; 
Because  that,  at  times,  while  it  hangs  on  her  brea«l, 
She  wiAia  ''\iiflaAn'*«Ai^""Vic'pS«&'&.\«wat, 
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TiB  its  weakness  of  mind  that  indaces  the  strain, 
For  wisdom  to  infants  is  prattled  in  vain. 

lis  true  at  odd  times  when  in  frolicsome  fit, 
In  the  midst  of  his  gambols,  the  mischievous  wit 
Maj  start  some  light  foible  that  clings  to  the  fair 
Like  cobwebs  that  fasten  to  objects  most  rare, — 
In  the  play  of  his  fancy  will  sportively  say 
Some  delicate  censure  that  pops  in  his  way. 
He  may  smile  at  your  fashions,  and  frankly  express 
His  dislike  of  a  dance  or  a  flaming  red  dress  ; 
Yet  he  blames  not  your  want  of  man's  physical  force, 
Nor  complains  though  ye  cannot  in  Latin  discourse. 
He  delights  in  the  language  of  nature  ye  speak, 
Though  not  so  refined  as  true  classic  Greek. 
He  remembers  that  providence  never  designed 
Our  females  like  suns  to  bewilder  and  blind  ; 
But  like  the  mUd  orb  of  pale  ev'ning  serene. 
Whose  radiance  illumines,  yet  softens  the  scene. 
To  light  us  with  cheering  and  welcoming  ray. 
Along  the  rude  path  when  the  sun  is  away. 

I  own  in  my  scribblings  I  lately  have  nam'd 
Some  faults  of  our  fair  which  I  gently  have  blam'd. 
But  be  it  forever  by  all  understood. 
My  censures  were  only  pronounc'd  for  their  good. 
I  delight  in  the  sex  ;  'tis  the  pride  of  my  mind. 
To  consider  them  gentle,  endearing,  refin'd  ; 
As  our  solace  below,  in  the  journey  of  life. 
To  smooth  its  rough  passes — to  soften  its  strife  : 
As  objects  intended  our  joys  to  supply. 
And  to  lead  us  in  love  to  the  temples  on  high. 
How  oft  have  I  felt,  when  two  lucid  blue  eyes, 
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As  calm  and  as  bright  as  the  gems  of  the  sSdes, 
Have  beam'd  their  soft  radiance  into  mj  sool. 
Impressed  with  an  awe  like  an  angePs  control  I 

Yes,  fair  ones,  bj  this  is  forever  defin'd 
The  fop  from  the  man  of  refinement  and  mind  ; 
The  latter  believes  je  in  bounty  were  given 
As  a  bond  upon  earth  of  oar  union  with  heaven ; 
And  if  je  are  weak,  and  are  frail  in  his  view 
rris  to  call  forth  fresh  warmth  and  his  fondness  renew. 
Tis  his  J07  to  snpport  these  defects  of  joor  frame. 
And  his  love  at  joxxr  weakness  redoubles  its  flame  ; 
He  rejoices  the  gem  is  so  rich  and  so  fair, 
And  is  proud  that  it  claims  his  protection  and  care. 
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NO.  Xm— FRroAY,  AUGUST  14,  1807. 

FROM  MY  ELBOW-CHAIR. 

I  WAS  not  a  little  perplexed,  a  short  time  since,  by  the 
eccentric  conduct  of  mj  knowing  coadjutor  Will  Wizard. 
For  two  or  three  days,  he  was  completely  in  a  quandary.  He 
would  come  into  old  Cockloft's  parlor  ten  times  a  day,  swing- 
ing his  ponderous  legs  along,  with  his  usual  vast  strides,  clap 
his  hands  into  his  sides,  contemplate  the  little  shepherdesses  on 
the  mantel-piece  for  a  few  minutes,  whistling  all  the  while,  and 
then  sally  out  full  sweep,  without  uttering  a  word.  To  be  sure 
a  pish  or  a  pshaw  occasionally  escaped  him  ;  and  he  was 
observed  once  to  pull  out  his  enormous  tobacco-box,  drum  for  a 
moment  upon  its  lid  with  his  knuckles,  and  then  return  it  into 
his  pocket  without  taking  a  quid.  Twas  evident  Will  was  full 
of  some  mighty  idea  : — not  that  his  restlessness  was  any  way 
uncommon  ;  for  I  have  often  seen  Will  throw  himself  almost  in 
a  fever  of  heat  and  fatigue — doing  nothing.  But  this  inflexible 
taciturnity  set  the  whole  family,  as  usual,  a  wondering  :  as  Will 
seldom  enters  the  house  without  giving  one  of  his  "  one  thousand 
and  one  "  stories.  For  my  part,  I  began  to  think  that  the  late 
fracas  at  Canton  had  alarmed  Will  for  the  safety  of  his  friends, 
Kinglun,  Chinqna,  and  Consequa  ;  or,  that  something  had  gone 
wrong  in  the  alterations  of  the  theatre — or  that  some  new  out- 
rage at  Norfolk  had  put  him  in  a  worry  *  m  i^Qt\.^\  ^\  "cl^X^ 
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know  what  to  ihink  ;  tvr  Will  la  sudi  n  oniTPml  bosfbodf, 
and  meddles  ko  much  in  everything  tcoiug  forward,  that  joa  i 
might  as  w^ll  ntlrmpt  to  coiyrnan)  whnt  ia  going  on  in  the 
north  Etar,  a.s  in  lii.i  jireciouii  ]Kricranium.  Even  Mrs.  Cockloft 
who,  like  a  norliir  womaD  as  ahf-  i»,  seldom  troubles  hern'ir 
about  aofthiiig  in  I  ng  the  affairs  of  her  housr 

hold,  and  thv  ciirrt't-  of  her  female  frieods — wai 

fltrnck  with  llic  nw'  behavior.     She  liappcned, 

when  bo  cam<>  in  m  tenth  time,  to  bo  bosydarfi- 

ing  the  bottt>tii  uf  o  '>!  damask  cbairs  ;  and  mt- 

withstanding  tliin  is  i  uf  vast  iniportiince,  ;ct  de 

could  not  hcl|i  turnk^  ;iclaiming,  "  I  wonder  wUi 

cnn  lie  lliv  tiiiUIit  iviih  Mr.  Wizarii  ?"  "  Nothing,"  rcplipd  iM 
e'liri.'^l..lili.T,  ■'  cnlj  HI-  Pliiill  liiivc  nn  eniption  suoti."  Tlie  old 
lady  dill  iioi  uniltTstuniJ  a  word  of  ihi?,  neither  did  she  rare; 
she  linil  I'xpri'ssud  her  wonder  ;  and  that,  with  her,  is  always 
snfiieiftil. 


I  I 

n  si>  Kill  neijiiainled  with  Will's  peculiarities  that  I  m 

tell,  e 

en  l)y  hi.^  wliisile,  wbrii  he  U  aUuit  an  e^^ay  for  our  pi^T, 

ns  eel 

iiiiily  n.s  11  ueatlier  "i.^iiiere  knows  that  it  !.■;  goiTig  toniin 

when 

le  sei's  a  jiig  run   sriueakin;;  Jiliout  witli  liis  nose  in  tbe 

wind. 

1,  lliirefi-re,  laid  iny  nee.mnl  with  reeeiving  .1  eoraniirai- 

Clltl.ll 

from   iiini    lief.ire  limjt  ;    and  Miro  enough,  the  cwi)ing 

lief,  in 

la>t  1  .li.-tingul-lied   his  rree.tn:isi.in   kni«k  iit  iiiy  do-jr.    E 

hiive 

eeii  many  wise  men  in   my  time,  ]ihi|...=(.i)her!i,  motknii»- 

tiei:in> 

ii>In>a ITS,   |nililieians,  eililors,  and  iilmiiiiae-makci?  ; 

l>Ut    IK 

vir  did  1   see  a  mmi  look  half  so  wise  ns  did  my  fri."'! 

WiiUI 

I  on  enleriiig  the  r.M.in.      Had  l.avaler  lieheld  him  al  itat 

1 ' 

I,  he  would  have  s.t  him  down,  to  a  certainly,  as  fl  f'l" 

ll.W  H 

o  had  just  diseoven-d  the  longitude  or  the  I'liilosiTlnr's 

Hone. 
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Withoat  saying  a  word,  he  banded  me  a  roll  of  paper  ;  after 
which  he  lighted  his  cigar,  sat  down,  crossed  his  l^s,  folded  his 
arms,  and  elevating  his  nose  to  an  angle  of  about  forty-five 
degrees,  began  to  smoke  like  a  steam  engine — Will  delights  in 
the  picturesque.  On  opening  his  budget,  and  perceiving  the  motto, 
it  struck  me  that  Wdl  had  brought  me  one  of  his  confounded 
Chinese  manuscripts,  and  I  was  forthwith  going  to  dismiss  it  with 
indignation  ;  but  accidentally  seeing  the  name  of  our  oracle,  the 
sage  Linkum,  of  whose  inestimable  folios  we  pride  ourselves  upon 
being  the  sole  possessors,  I  began  to  think  the  better  of  it,  and 
looked  round  to  Will  to  express  approbation.  I  shall  never 
forget  the  figure  he  cut  at  that  moment !  He  had  watched  my 
countenance,  on  opening  his  manuscript,  with  the  Argus  eyes  of 
an  author  ;  and  perceiving  some  tokens  of  disapprobation, 
began,  according  to  custom,  to  puff  away  at  his  cigar,  with  such 
vigor  that  in  a  few  minutes  he  had  entirely  involved  himself  in 
smokej  except  his  nose  and  one  foot,  which  were  just  visible, 
the  latter  wagging  with  great  velocity.  I  believe  I  have  hinted 
before — at  least  I  ought  to  have  done  so — ^that  Will's  nose  is  a 
very  goodly  nose ;  to  which  it  may  be  as  well  to  add,  that,  in 
his  voyages  under  the  tropics,  it  has  acquired  a  copper  complex- 
ion, which  renders  it  very  brilliant  and  luminous.  You  may 
imagine  what  a  sumptuous  appearance  it  made,  projecting 
boldly,  like  the  celebrated  promontorium  nasidiuM  at  Samos, 
with  a  light-house  upon  it,  and  surrounded  on  all  sides  with 
smoke  and  vapor.  Had  my  gravity  been  Uke  the  Chinese  phi* 
losopher's  "  within  one  degree  of  absolute  frigidity,"  here  would 
have  been  a  trial  for  it.  I  could  not  stand  it,  but  burst  into 
such  a  laugh  as  I  do  not  indulge  in  above  once  in  a  hundred 
years.  This  was  too  much  for  Will  ;  he  emerged  from  his 
cloud,  threw  his  cigar  into  the  fire-place,  awd  B\.TQ^ifc  o^  oK.  XXi^ 
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room  polling  np  Ids  breeches,  mattering  gomctblng  wliicli,  T 
Tcrily  bt'lievG,  was  nothing  more  tlum  a  borrible,  long  CMaese 
malediction. 

He  however  left  his  ninnnscript  behind  him,  which  I  now  giw 
to  the  norld.  Whether  he  la  seriooB  on  the  occasiaD,  or  cdj 
bantering,  no  one,  I  believe,  can  1«11 ;  for,  whether  in  q»«akiif 
or  writing,  tbere  is  such  an  mrincibte  grarity  in  his  demeuor 
and  style,  that  even  I,  who  hare  studied  bim  as  dosclj  lu  u 
antiquarian  studies  nn  old  manuscript  or  inecription,  am  fi!^ 
qently  at  a  loss  to  huow  what  the  rogue  would  be  at.  I  hiR 
seen  him  bdulge  in  his  favorite  amusement  of  (}uiz2ing  for  boon 
tog(;iher,  without  auy  one  having  the  Least  su^cion  of  the 
matter,  ootil  lie  would  saddcnly  twist  his  phiz  into  an  ri^ira- 
sioD  that  baffles  all  description,  thnust  his  tongue  in  liis  ijndL 
and  blow  up  in  a  laugh  almost  as  bud  as  the  about  of  tlw 
Romans  on  a  certain  occasion  ;  which  honest  Plutarch  vntt 
frightened  several  crows  to  such  a  degree  that  tht^  fcO  don 
stono  dead  into  the  Campus  Martius.  Jeremy  Cockloft  tfa* 
younger,  who,  like  a  true  modern  philosopher,  delights  !■  ttpeO' 
meuts  that  arc  of  no  kind  of  u»,  took  the  trouble  to  ntta^ 
one  of  Will's  risible  explosions,  and  declared  to  me  tbat,  anofd- 
iug  to  accorat^  measurement,  it  contained  thirty  I 
of  solid  laughter.    What  will  the  professors  sa/  to  UuB  t  J 
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PLANS  FOR  DEFENDING   OUR  HARBOR. 

BT  WILLIAM  WIZARD,   E8Q. 
Loiig»ffmg  teko  bass  tor>pe^o, 

Fudge——  00HFU0IU8. 

We*U  blow  the  rinains  aU  sky-high ; 

Bot  do  It  with  eooDo— -my.  uml  rm. 

SURELY  never  was  a  town  more  sabject  to  midsammer  fan- 
cies and  dog-day  whim-wbams,  than  this  most  excellent  of 
cities  ;  our  notions,  like  onr  diseases,  seem  all  epidemic  ;  and 
no  sooner  does  a  new  disorder  or  a  new  freak  seize  one 
individual  bnt  it  is  snre  to  run  through  all  the  community. 
This  is  particularly  the  case  when  the  summer  is  at  the 
hottest,  and  everybody's  head  is  in  a  vertigo  and  his  brain  in  a 
ferment ;  'tis  absolutely  necessary  then,  the  poor  souls  should 
have  some  bubble  to  amuse  themselves  with,  or  they  would  cer- 
tainly run  mad.  Last  year  the  poplar  worm  made  its  appear- 
ance most  fortunately  for  our  citizens  ;  and  everybody  was  so 
much  in  horror  of  being  poisoned,  and  devoured,  and  so  busied 
in  making  humane  experiments  on  cats  and  dogs,  that  we  got 
through  the  summer  quite  comfortably  ;  the  cats  had  the  worst 
of  it  ;  every  mouser  of  them  was  shaved,  and  there  was  not  a 
whisker  to  be  seen  in  the  whole  sisterhood.  This  summer 
everybody  has  had  full  employment  in  planning  fortifications 
for  our  harbor.  Not  a  cobbler  or  tailor  in  the  city  but  has  left 
his  awl  and  his  thimble,  become  an  engineer  outright,  and 
aspired  most  magnanimously  to  the  building  of  forts  and  the 
destruction  of  navies  I  Heavens  I  as  my  friend  Mustapha 
would  say,  on  what  a  great  scale  is  everything  in  this  country  ! 
Among  the  various  plans  that  have  been  offered,  the  most 
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r  ili-riml  niul  uxbtlntti],  u  I  i 
that  Dotftble  ciHifnliTucy,  nu  Xokth  Ritm  Societt. 

Anzioiu  to  rtHk'L-m  their  reputation  from  tho  foul  t 
that  have  for  a.  lung  time  oradonded  it,  tlu»c  acjnstic  incendia- 
ries have  comu  T'^rwim],  at  thu  {irvseut  alarmiug  jttncturv,  nml   ! 


SDDOQnced  a  mu^t  ) 
port  from  tho  viBits  < 
it  seemi,  invcnlnl  b 
pedo*  hj  wliioli  t 
ftna  TVimdiiiln,  r 
twinkliDg  ;  ii  kiiul  > 
water,  like  an  ac^u 
in  the  mompnts  of  uuf^ 


J  nhich  is  to  guaraatM  our 
iiarunilrn.  The  Socriotj  han, 
linp,  shrewdly  Ti'Iq>t  a  Tir- 
of  battle  ship,  cveu  a  Sa^ 
ipping  and  dtvompaerd  in  i 
rtlcr-Tiutgaiino  ta  swim  under 
er  rat,  and  dcatroj  tiie  eamj 


.irity. 


TIjis 
fllllv  ; 


\kUv< 


idw- 


1)  do  our  poviT 
li  ex  terra  i  ml  ting 


iiijnriLiv' 

the  thill!,'  enii  he  Ji 

It  wus  determiii 


Kffs  of  ail  our  digiiitii 
iieiit,  jiistiee,  it  has  no  ohjeetiun  Ifl 
s  ciieiuies  in  auy  manner — provided 
ei'otiomically. 

xperimeiit  should  be  tried,  aiid  nn 


d  th 


■  Til"  nlln,=ion  i"  licrc  criilrntlT  lo  the  Mp<Tiiiipnt  made  liT  Fulion  in 
Spw  York  hiirlior,  on  tlie  Unh  of  July,  1S"7,  ehorlly  afier  his  n'lom 
from  EiirojiP,  briii("ing  witL  him  the  favorite  phiiii  of  ■'  torpedo  irirfiff, 
a«  he  calleJ  it,  » liicli  lie  haJ  laiJ  Iwforc  llie  pOTernniptil*  of  Franco  onJ 
Eiiglanii.  All  old  brig  was,  after  Mine  delay,  blown  up  in  llie  M ''.' 
one  of  Fulion':!  eliarepd  cai.iMera.     Tlie  iirTair,  with  Fullou's  ttppesl  I"  i^< 


lectiir 


or'a  Ish 


was  (lOiiieBliQt  ilimiiiiaheil  on  Ihc  proJ"!'- 
linn  of  one  of  llic  ioaiicd  (orpe.loes,  wiih  hiH  deelaration  that  it  conn""'^ 
a  himilred  and  Beveolv  pouiula  of  powder,  and  that  if  he  were  lo  '"wi 
the  elotk  work  lo  run  fiflcen  iiiiiinlcs,  he  Imd  no  doubt  it  would  bio*  ibe 
fonifioatton  10  atom."— all  tlii",  with  hia  letter  to  the  Corponilioa  lli« 
day  after  liU  eiieees^ful  eipcrim.'nl,  was  well  oaleulalcd  lo  produce  tb« 
Bill'  ill  Itie  wj  so  i^leasantly  set  forth  iu  this  paper  of  Salmagundi. 
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old  brig  was  purchased,  for  not  more  than  twice  its  yalae,  and 
ddiT^^  OTer  into  the  hands  of  its  tormentors,  the  North  River 
Societj,  to  be  tortnred,  and  battered,  and  annihilated,  secvrndum 
artem.  A  day  was  appointed  for  the  occasion,  when  all  the 
good  citizens  of  the  wonder-loving  city  of  Gotham  were  invited 
to  the  blowing-np  ;  like  the  fat  inn-keeper  in  Rabelais,  who 
requested  all  his  customers  to  come  on  a  certain  day  and  see  him 
burst. 

As  I  have  almost  as  great  a  veneration  as  the  good  Mr. 
Walter  Shandy  for  all  kinds  of  experiments  that  are  ingeniously 
ridiculous,  I  made  very  particular  mention  of  the  one  in  question 
at  the  table  of  my  friend  Christopher  Cockloft ;  but  it  put  the 
honest  old  gentleman  in  a  violent  passion.  He  condemned  it  in 
toto  as  attempt  to  introduce  a  dastardly  and  exterminating 
mode  of  warfare.  "  Already  have  we  proceeded  far  enough,''  said 
he,  "  in  the  science  of  destruction ;  war  is  already  invested  with 
Boffident  horrors  and  calamities.  Let  us  not  increase  the  cata- 
logue ;  let  us  not,  by  these  deadly  artifices,  provoke  a  system  of 
insidious  and  indiscriminate  hostility,  that  shall  terminate  in  lay- 
b^  our  cities  desolate,  and  exposing  our  women,  our  children, 
and  our  infirm,  to  the  sword  of  pitiless  recrimination."  Honest 
old  cavalier  I — ^it  was  evident  he  did  not  reason  as  a  true  poli- 
tician— ^but  he  felt  as  a  Christian  and  philanthropist ;  and  that 
was  perhaps  just  as  well. 

It  may  be  readily  supposed,  that  our  citizens  did  not  rcfase 
the  invitation  of  the  Society  to  the  blow-up  ;  it  was  the  first 
naval  action  ever  exhibited  in  our  port,  and  the  good  people  all 
crowded  to  see  the  British  navy  blown  up  in  effigy.  The  young 
ladies  were  delighted  with  the  novelty  of  the  show,  and  declared 
that  if  war  could  be  conducted  in  this  manner,  it  would  become 
a  &shionable  amusement ;  and  the  destruction  of  a  fioet  b^  aa 


pkMUt  M  A  baS  or  «  ta»f»it}'.  Tbe  old  folk  W(t«  ixpuUlT^ 
pleued  with  the  tpcctactc  bf«i«o  it  cost  tbrm  untimg. 
Dear  soola,  bow  hard  *ru  it  tbejr  lAould  be  dinppniutcd  !  the 
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w|H(Mit  bhabiUnte,  liku  the 
nuMt  uf  ibcm  ure  doubt]» 
courteous  etnui^  ami  la 
',  threatened  to  pull  down  the 
ion  f»>r  their  disnppoinCmnil. 
Ill  the  world  more  discrioii- 
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.■  siirpri,>icd  on  waking  one  of  ibise 
niortiinir-;  to  fiml  tlie  lliiiison  in  n  l>iaze.  "Not  that  I  di*- 
np|irovi'  of  till'  ]iliiii,"  s:iiii  ]u\  "  proviiU'd  it  has  the  cnil  hi  tu'v 
MJiiih  liii'v  profiss  ;  no,  no,  an  ext'rllent  phui  of  ilcfcnro ;  ni' 
iii'i'il  ofballiTifs,  forts,  friijali's,  nml  gun-boats;  observe,  (;ir,  nH 
tli:it's  necessary  is  timt  tlie  nhips  must  conic  to  aiidior  iu  &^^ 
venietit  pliU'i'  ;  H'ateh  must  be  aslw]>,  or  Bo  complacent  15  not 
to  liislurb  nny  biials  paddling  about  them — fair  wind  and  tide 
—no  mooiiiiu'-lit— imiehines  well-di  roe  ted —mustn't  flash  in  the 
jiait^baug's  thu  word,  uud  the  vessel's  blown  up  ia  a  moraeut" 
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"  Good,''  said  I,  "  you  remind  me  of  a  lubberly  Chinese  who  was 
fledged  by  an  honest  captain  of  my  acquaintance,  and  who,  on 
being  advised  to  retaliate,  exclaimed :  '  Hi  yah  !  s'pose  two 
men  hold  fast  him  captain,  den  very  mush  me  bamboo  he  !' " 

The  old  gentleman  grew  a  little  crusty,  and  insisted  that  I 
did  not  understand  him ;  all  that  was  requisite  to  render  the 
effect  certain  was,  that  the  enemy  should  enter  into  the  project; 
or,  in  other  words,  be  agreeable  to  the  measure  ;  so  that  if  the 
machine  did  not  come  to  the  ship,  the  ship  should  go  to  the 
machine;  by  which  means  he  thought  the  success  of  the  machine 
would  be  ineritable — ^provided  it  struck  fire.  "But  do  not 
you  think,"  said  I,  doubtingly,  "  that  it  would  be  rather  difficult 
to  persuade  the  enemy  into  such  an  agreement  ?  Some  people 
have  an  invincible  antipathy  to  being  blown  up."  "  Not  at  all, 
not  at  all,"  replied  he,  triumphantly  ;  "  got  an  excellent  notion 
for  that ;  do  with  them  as  wc  have  done  with  the  brig — ^bny  all 
the  vessels  we  mean  to  destroy,  and  blow  'em  up  as  best  suits 
our  convenience.  I  have  thought  deeply  on  that  subject,  and 
have  calculated  to  a  certainty  that  if  our  funds  hold  out  we  may 
In  this  way  destroy  the  whole  British  navy — ^by  contract." 

By  this  time  all  the  quidnuncs  of  the  room  had  gathered 
around  us,  each  pregnant  with  some  mighty  scheme  for  the 
salvation  of  his  country.  One  pathetically  lamented  that  we 
had  no  such  men  among  us  as  the  famous  Tot\joursdort  and 
Grossitont ;  who,  when  the  celebrated  Captain  Trenchement 
made  war  against  the  city  of  Kalacahabalaba,  utterly  discom- 
comfited  the  great  king,  Bigstaff,  and  blew  up  his  whole  army 
by  sneezing.  Another  imparted  a  sage  idea,  which  seems  to 
have  occupied  more  heads  than  one  ;  that  is,  that  the  best  way 
of  fortifying  the  harbor  was  to  rum  it  at  once — choke  the  chan- 
nel with  rocks  and  blocks ;  strew  it  vrith  cheoawxle-frise  and 
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torpnloes,  and  make  it  like  a  nursery-garden,  Ml  0 
auii  sprin(^-guns.  No  ressel  woald  tben  bavt 
enter  our  harbor ;  we  shoald  not  even  dare  to  narigsftTfl 
selves.  Or,  if  no  cheaper  way  could  be  devised,  let  GoTmart 
litland  be  raised  by  levers  aud  pulleys — fioated  with  trnptj 
casks,  etc.,  towed  down  to  the  Narrows,  and  dropped  plnnip  m ' 
tlie  very  mouth  of  the  harbor  1  "  But,"  said  I,  "  woold  not  &r 
jiroBecutioD  of  these  whim-whams  be  ratber  expenave  uid  diti- 
tory  ?"  "  Pahaw!"  cried  the  other,  "  what's  a  milliou  of  moow 
to  an  experiment  ?  The  true  spirit  of  onr  economy  rK|siRi 
that  we  should  spare  no  expense  in  discovering  the  che>p»t 
mode  of  defending  ourselves  ;  aud  then  if  all  these  modes  shoa' 
ftiil,  why,  yon  know  the  worst  we  have  to  do  is  to  return  to  i; 
old-fashioned  hnm-drom  mode  of  forts  and  batteries."  "  B^ 
which  time,"  cried  I,  "  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  maj  taws  n:- 
dered  their  erection  saperflnous." 

A  shrewd  old  gentleman  who  stood  listening  by,  with  ■  c- 
chievonsly  equivocal  look,  observed  that  the  most  cffectaal  Be 
of  repulsing  a  fleet  fW>m  our  ports  would  be  to  admiiuster  thr- 
n  proclamation  from  time  to  time,  till  it  operated. 

Unwilling  to  leave  the  company  without  dcmnustratin^  c' 
patriotism  and  ingenuity,  I  communicated  a  plan  of  Mmr 
which,  in  truth,  was  suggested  long  since  by  that  tnfUiH 
oracle,  Mustapha,  who  had  as  clear  a  bead  for  cobweb  wrafii.- 
as  ever  dignlGcd  the  shoulders  of  a  jtrojector.  He  thongbt  tli> 
most  effectual  mode  would  be  to  assemble  all  th«  dat^-viatpt. 
great  and  small,  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  and  nuutlial  that 
nt  the  Battery,  where  tbey  should  be  exposed  point-bbuik  !■>  tbi 
enemy,  and  form  a  tremendous  body  of  scolding  infaDtrr,  daiHu 
to  the  jmsiardt,  or  doughty  chnmjiions  of  BilUngtf^te. 
should  be  tTiiioft^i  ^o  ^wi  bw^-j  without  \iity  or  i 
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iheetfl^  half-«heet8^  oolnmns,  handbills,  or  squibs  ;  great  cannon, 
littie  cannon,  pica,  German  text,  stereotype,  and  to  nm  their 
enemies  throngh  and  through  with  sharppointed  italics.  They 
should  have  orders  to  show  no  qoarter — ^to  blaze  away  in  their 
loodest  epithets — *' miscreanis  T  **  murderers  T  "  barbarians  T 
fbraiaP  "  robbers  P  "  Blackguards  P  and  to  do  away  all  fear 
of  consequences,  they  should  be  guaranteed  from  all  dangers 
of  |Hllory,  kicking,  cuffing,  nose-puUing,  whipping-post,  or  prose- 
catioa  for  libela.  If,  continued  Mnstapha,  you  wish  men  to  fight 
wen  and  Taliantly,  they  must  be  allowed  those  weapons  they 
haTO  been  used  to  handle.  Your  countrymen  are  notoriously 
•droit  in  the  management  of  the  tongue  and  the  pen,  and  con- 
duct an  their  battles  by  speeches  or  newspapers.  Adopt,  there- 
fore, the  plan  I  have  pointed  out ;  and  rely  upon  it  that,  let 
any  fleet,  however  large,  be  but  once  assailed  by  this  battery 
of  slang^whangers,  and  if  they  have  not  entirely  lost  the  sense 
of  hearing,  or  a  regard  for  their  own  characters  and  feelings, 
they  wOl,  at  the  very  first  fire,  slip  their  cables,  and  retreat 
with  as  much  precipitation  as  if  they  had  unwarily  entered  into 
the  atmosphere  of  the  Bohan  upas.  In  this  manner  may  your 
wars  be  conducted  with  proper  economy  ;  and  it  will  cost  no 
more  to  drive  off  a  fleet  than  to  write  up  a  party,  or  write 
down  a  bashaw  with  three  tails. 

The  sly  old  gentleman  I  have  before  mentioned,  was  highly 
delighted  with  this  plan  ;  and  proposed,  as  an  improvement,  that 
mortars  should  be  placed  on  the  Battery,  which,  instead  of  throw- 
ing shells  and  such  trifles,  might  be  charged  with  newspapers, 
Tammany  addresses,  etc.,  by  way  of  red-hot  shot,  which  would 
undoubtedly  be  very  potent  in  blowing  up  any  powder  magazine 
they  might  chance  to  come  in  contact  with.  He  concluded  by 
informing  the  company,  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  evenings  ho 
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would  ban  the  honor  to  praeni  tbon  wllh  «  sheiK  tbr  lotd- 
Ing  catun  remn^t  witfa  Mw^Nfeni,  molntiMis  of  "  BmDenm 
•ad  req)ecbLl)le  moetinga,"  ud  other  oombastiblM,  which  Taueli 
were  to  be  blown  directly  in  the  mid«l  of  the  enenjr  bf  the  bet 
lows  of  the  Blang-whangcTB ;  aitd  he  wiu  mncfa  nustoken  if  tbe^ 


ipa,  bomb-ketches,  guziboati, 

tmetu  of  the  natnrD  and  ?S- 
th  which  this  city  ftbanaiU 
lade  with  gunpowder— eTH)' 
I— «iid  crcry  comer  ia  dot-  : 
ectm^  not  OM  of  wkm  W 
or  dp^lnictinn.  which  he  hoi 
3  exi)eriincnt  iii  a  tubuf 


would  not  be  more 
or  even  torjiedoes. 
Hiese  arc  but  tw 
etxj  of  the  iuiioic 
Everybody  wcins  en 
eye  fluhee  liri^wurk: 
ped  by  knots  of  in 
has  some  iiri'jinritcroas 
(iri'vcii  li)  be  itifiillible  by  a  pre' 

Kvi  u  .IiTomy  C'X'kloft  has  caiiirht  the  infection,  to  the  freal 
ann.ivuiLce  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cockloft  Ilali,  whither  be 
rctireil  to  nmkc  liis  cx]H'riniciits  unilislurbeii.  Al  oue  tinir  all 
the  miiTors  hi  tin-  house  were  niihung— tln'ir  co!lirl-'(l  n^ 
tliniwii  into  the  bot-honse,  to  try  AR'liinieiJes'  [ilaii  of  buriiio?- 
ghissen  ;  mill  the  honest  old  frarilciicr  was  almost  knocked  liovn 
by  what  he  mistook  for  a  stroke  of  the  snii,  but  which  turnf^ 
nut  to  be  notliiii;:  more  than  a  su.l.lai  attack  of  one  of  tho=f  in> 
nii'Uiloiis  jack-o'-latiterns.  1 1  became  danpcntn.s  to  walk  tUrnu?'! 
(heeourtyanl  for  fear  of  an  explosion;  and  the  whole  faniilj 
was  thrown  into  ab*ihite  distress  anil  consternation,  by  a  U'l"''' 
from  the  old  honsekee[ier  to  Mrs.  Cocklofl,  informing  her  of 
his  hiiviuK  blown  up  a  favorite  Chiiicse  pander,  which  I  I'l"' 
brouKhl  fn>m  Canton,  as  he  was  majestically  sailing  in  the  duck- 
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defeneelesB  dtj  of  Gotham  has  nothing  to  apprehend  ;  bat  much 
do  I  fear  that  so  many  excellent  and  infallible  projects  will  be 
presented,  that  we  shall  be  at  a  loss  which  to  adopt ;  and  the 
petoeable  inhabitants  fare  like  a  famoos  projector  of  my  acquaint- 
Mce,  whose  house  was  unfortunately  plundered  while  he  was 
coQtriTing  a  patent  lock  to  secure  his  door. 


6M.UAGCtmt. 


FROM  MY  ELBOW-CHAIR. 


WUAT     TOC 


LOLLING  Id  mj  elbow-chair  this  fine  simi 
myseir  insensibly  yielding  to  that  ^nial  Tccling  ti  ii 
i^uce  the  Ecason  is  eo  well  fitttii  to  inspire.  Every  one  wii" 
blutised  nitk  &  little  or  the  deliciouii  languor  of  disixoitiuti  tL. 
delights  in  repose,  most  oden  have  sported  among  the  f"  ■ 
Buenes,  the  golden  visions,  the  volnptnons  reverie*",  that  " 
before  the  imagination  at  faeli  niomeut8,  and  wliieh  bo  iu^< 
resemble  those  bli^ul  sensations  a  Mussulman  cqjoysan«r  l: 
favorite  indulgence  of  opium,  which  Will  Wizani  declartf  i- 
be  compared  to  nothing  but  "  swimming  in  an  oceun  of  pHui'l 
feathers."  In  sucli  a  mood  everybody  must  be  sensible  it  ■■!::■ 
be  idle  and  nnprofitablc  for  a  man  to  send  his  wits  ag*ddiii|e 
a  voyage  of  discovery  into  futurity,  or  even  to  tmable  liJlrf 
with  a  laborious  investigation  of  what  is  netnalljr  parsing  Oidv 
his  eye.  We  are,  at  Eiteli  timc.a,  more  diH|MMed  to  maort  tn  A* 
pleai!iirps  of  memory  than  to  those  of  the  imagiuation  ;  uidB» 
the  wayfaring  traveller,  rerlinlog  for  a  tiiotnent  on  bis  bUM,  W 
rather  contemplate  the  )rround  we  httre  trarelini,  ttm  tb 
legion  which  is  yet  before  us. 
1  could  here  amuse  myself,  and  stullify  my  rculcrtt,  irilli  t 
'most  elabornte  and  ingenions  parallel  between  authors  and  nv 
vcllers  ;  but  in  this  bntmy  season,  which  makes  men  Miipttl  nd 
dogs  mad,  and  when,  doubtless,  many  of  our  mi>-T 
admirers  have  great  diffienlty  in  keeping  awake  thmi: ; 
it  would  be  cruel  to  siiddie  Ihern  with  the  formiih 
of  putting  lv(«\A.caft\o^'i;^^iW  and  drawing  a  coocluttuu, 
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the  learned  phrase,  forging  syllogisms  in  Baroco — a  terrible  un* 
dertaking  for  the  dogdajs  I    To  say  the  truth,  my  observations 
were  only  intended  to  prove  that  this,  of  air  others,  is  the  most 
aospidooa  moment,  and  my  present,  the  most  favorable  mood 
for  indulging  in  a  retrospect.    Whether,  like  certain  great  per- 
lonages  of  the  day,  in  attempting  to  prove  one  thing,  I  have 
exposed  another  ;  or  whether,  like  certain  other  great  person- 
ages, in  attemping  to  prove  a  great  deal,  I  have  proved  nothing 
at  ally  I  leave  to  my  readers  to  decide,  provided  they  have  the 
power  and  inclination  so  to  do  ;  but  a  retrospect  will  I  take, 
notwithstanding. 

I  am  perfectly  aware  that  in  doing  this  I  shall  lay  myself 
open  to  the  charge  of  imitation,  than  which  a  man  might  be 
better  accused  of  downright  housebreaking  ;  for  it  has  been  a 
standing  rule  with  many  of  my  illustrious  predecessors,  occor 
aonally,  and  particularly  at  the  conclusion  of  a  volume,  to  look 
over  their  shoulder  and  chuckle  at  the  miracles  they  had 
achieved.  But,  as  I  before  professed,  I  am  determined  to  hold 
myself  entirely  independent  of  all  manner  of  opinions  and  cri- 
ticisms, as  the  only  method  of  getting  on  in  this  world  in  any- 
thing like  a  straight  line.  True  it  is,  I  may  sometimes  seem  to 
angle  a  little  for  the  good  opinion  of  mankind,  by  giving  them 
some  excellent  reasons  for  doing  unreasonable  things  ;  but  this 
is  merely  to  show  them,  that  although  I  may  occasionally  go 
wrong,  it  is  not  for  want  of  knowing  how  to  go  right;  and  here 
I  will  lay  down  a  maxim,  which  will  forever  entitle  me  to  the 
gratitude  of  my  inexperienced  readers,  namely,  that  a  man 
alwajrs  gets  more  credit  in  the  eyes  of  this  naughty  world  for 
sinning  willfully  than  for  sinning  through  sheer  ignorance. 

It  will  doubtless  be  insisted  by  many  ingenious  cavillers,  who 
will  be  meddling  with  what  does  not  at  all  couei^m  \\i<(im^\Xi^\» 
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this  relTMpect  shonld  have  bmn  taken  »t  the  eommeiKvinra 
our  secood  volume  ;  it  is  nsaBl,  I  know  :  moreoTer  i 
So  soon  08  a  writer  has  once  accomplished  a  voltuuc,  be  li 
with  bccomca  wooderfullf  increased  in  atlitDdo  1  he  stpps  ^ 
his  book  as  open  a  pedestal,  and  is  cleralet)  ui  pmpurtinn  U 
magnitade.  A  duodecimo  makes  him  one  ini-h  ta 
octavo,  three  iuche.'i — a  qttorto,  six;  bnt  he  who  has  n 
to  swell  a  folio  looks  down  upon  his  fellow  creatures  fr 
a  fearful  height  that,  ten  to  one,  the  poor  tnau's  head  i«  tnnvd 
for  ever  aflcrword.  From  ench  a  lolYy  situation,  therefore,  b 
is  natural  an  author  should  cast  his  eyes  behind,  and  havint 
reached  the  first  landing-place  on  the  Etairs  of  hnmortabtv,  irj.< 
TvnsoDably  be  allowed  to  plead  his  privilege  to  look  hai^k  mrr 
the  height  he  has  ascended.  I  have  deviated  a  Ettio  IVom  tl" 
Tenerable  cnslom,  merely  that  our  retroKpect  mifrht  fall  in  tt 
dog  days — of  all  days  iu  the  year  most  congenial  to  the  iniln.- 
gcDccof  a  Uttle  eelf-«ufficiency,  inasmuch  as  people  hare  thai 
little  to  do  hnt  to  retire  within  (he  Ephcre  of  seU^  and  Bil» 
the  most  of  what  they  find  there. 

Ijct  it  not  he  supt>osed,  however,  that  wc  thiidc  onrwlra  * 
whit  the  wiser  or  better  since  we  have  finished  our  volunw  tin" 
we  were  before  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  seriously  assure  our  fi^ 
dera  that  we  were  fiilly  possessed  of  all  the  wisdom  and  inoniii 
it  contains  at  the  moment  wo  commenced  writing,  llisUr' 
world  which  has  grown  wiser, — not  us  ;  we  have  Untrwi  cor 
mite  into  the  common  stock  of  knowledge,  we  han  dwnd  AV 
morsel  with  the  ignorant  muilitude  ;  aud  so  fiir  front  ih  lUitf 
oorselves  above  the  world,  onr  sole  endeavor  has  bMn  totue 
the  world  to  our  own  level,  and  make  it  as  wise  u  wc,  iad* 
iutcrcnted  benefiictors.  

To  inin)ia.\  VT\*.»;^\'Jift  Kv'^w;\^,'^Vft,\wil  to  his  c 
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umI  entertainment,  has  the  good  of  his  fellow  citizens  at  heart, 
a  retrospect  is  bnt  a  sorry  amnsement.  Like  the  industrioos 
bnsbandman,  he  often  contemplates  in  silent  disappointment  his 
labors  wasted  on  a  barren  soil,  or  the  seeds  he  has  carefully 
sown,  choked  by  a  redundancy  of  worthless  weeds.  I  expected 
bng  ere  this  to  have  seen  a  complete  reformation  in  manners 
and  morals,  achieved  by  our  united  efforts.  My  fancy  echoed  to 
the  applauding  voices  of  a  retrieved  generation ;  I  anticipated, 
with  proud  satisfaction,  the  period,  not  far  distant,  when  our 
work  would  be  introduced  into  the  academics  with  which  every 
lane  and  alley  of  our  cities  abounds  ;  when  our  precepts  would 
be  gently  inducted  into  every  unlucky  urchin  by  force  of  birch, 
and  my  iron-bound  physiognomy,  as  taken  by  Will  Wizard,  be 
as  notorious  as  that  of  Noah  Webster,  junr.  Esq.  or  his  no  less 
renowned  predecessor,  the  illustrious  Dilworth  of  spelling- 
book  immortality.*  But,  well-a-day  I  to  let  my  readers  into 
a  profound  secret — the  expectations  of  man  are  like  the  varied 
hues  that  tinge  the  distant  prospect ;  never  to  be  realized,  never 
to  l)e  enjoyed  but  in  perspective.  Luckless  Launcelot,  that  the 
humblest  of  the  many  air  castles  thou  hast  erected  should  prove 
a  "  baseless  fabric  I"      Much  does  it  grieve  me  to  confess,  that 

*  Dr.  Francis,  in  hiA  rcmarlcB  on  the  life  and  character  of  Washington 
Irring,  before  the  Historical  Society,  alludes  to  this  conflict  of  spelling- 
books  at  the  school  in  which  they  were  both  instructed.  "  There  was  a 
curious  conflict  existing  in  the  school  between  the  principal  and  his 
assiiitant  instructor;  the  former  a  legitimate  burgher  of  the  city,  the  lat- 
ter a  New  England  pedagogue.  80  far  as  I  can  remember,  something 
depended  on  the  choice  of  the  boy's  parents  in  the  selection  of  his 
■tudiefl ;  but  if  not  expressed  otherwise,  the  principal  stuck  earnestly  to 
Dilworth,  while  the  assistant,  for  his  section  of  instruction,  held  to  Noah 
Webster." 
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after  all  ocir  li-ctnres,  prpcppts,  and  excellent  admon!(!(nu,^ 
people  of  Nkw  Yhiik  fire  nearly  as  much  ^iven  to  bodulijl 
and  ill-nature  an  ever;  they  are  just  as  mncfa  abandoned  to  d 
ing,  and  tea-drinking ;  and  as  to  scandal.  Will  Wiianl  infiN 
mo  that,  by  a  rongh  compntuUoD,  since  the  last  car^  of  g. 
powdcr-tcn  ^m  Canton,  no  less  than  eighteen  charaeters  Inn 
bi-en  blown  cp,  besides  a  number  of  others  that  bare  bmi 
woefully  shattered. 

The  ladies  still  labor  nnder  the  same  scarcity  of  nmnlini,  and 
delight  in  flesh-colored  silk  stockings  ;  it  is  evident,  howerrr, 
that  our  advice  has  had  very  considerable  eRect  on  them,  u 
they  endeavor  to  act  as  opposite  to  it  as  possible  ;  this  bdiij 
wliat  Erergrecn  calls  female  indepeudonce.  As  to  Slruhlli^ 
they  abound  as  much  as  ever  in  Broadway,  particularly  on  Son- 
days  ;  and  Wizard  roundly  asserts  that  be  slipped  in  t^impain 
with  a  knot  of  them  a  few  eTeDtngs  wnce,  when  they  lifjaidfltfJ 
a  whole  Birmiughum  consignment,  iu  a  bat<?h  of  iin|Kria]  dun- 
pugne.  I  have,  furthermore,  in  the  coarse  of  n  month  ]m«(, 
dotected  no  less  than  tlirpe  Qiblct  families  making  their  Int 
onset  toward  stylo  and  gentility  in  the  very  romin'-r  wc  h»'? 
heretofore  reprobntrd.  Nor  have  our  utmost  elTurtti  bcm  Me 
to  check  till)  progrfss  of  that  alarming  epidcinic,  the  rugef" 
jmnning,  which,  thongh  doubtless  originally  iutt^ndrd  merrlr  ti 
oruamcut  and  enliven  conversation  by  littlo  sportM  of  tanq. 
tliR'atena  tu  overrun  and  poison  thi'  wlioli-,  like  the  baiifful  itj 
which  destroys  the  useful  plant  it  first  eniU'llished,  Ho*  I 
look  opon  a  hubitunl  punster  as  a  depreilator  ujwti  coorrn^ 
tion  ;  and  I  have  rumarked  sometimes  oue  uf  thesti  aSBoien, 
Bitting  silent  on  the  watch  for  an  hour  together,  antfl  aonm  Mc- 
less  wight,  unfortunately  for  the  ease  and  quiet  of  the  n 
dropped  tt  \i\iTQSft  sMftt%^V\U.^  vfi  a.  double  meaning  :- 
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pop,  our  pnnsier  would  dart  ont  like  a  veteran  mooser  from  her 
covert,  seize  the  unlucky  word,  and  after  worrying  and  mum- 
bling at  it  until  it  was  capable  of  no  further  marring,  relapse 
again  into  silent  watchfulness,  and  lie  in  wait  for  another  oppor- 
tunity. Even  this  might  be  borne  with,  by  the  aid  of  a  little 
philosophy  ;  but  the  worst  of  it  is,  they  are  not  content  to 
manufacture  puns  and  laugh  heartily  at  them  themselves  ;  but 
they  expect  we  should  laugh  with  them,  which  I  consider  as 
an  intolerable  hardship,  and  a  flagrant  imposition  good  nature. 
Let  those  gentlemen  fritter  away  conversation  with  impunity, 
and  deal  out  their  wits  in  sixpenny  bits  if  they  please  ;  but  I 
beg  I  may  have  the  choice  of  refusing  currency  to  their  small 
change.  I  am  seriously  afraid,  however,  that  our  junto  is  not 
quite  fr^e  from  the  infection — nay,  that  it  has  even  approached 
so  near  as  to  menace  the  tranquillity  of  my  elbow-chair  ;  for. 
Will  Wizard,  as  we  were  in  caucus  the  other  night,  absolutely 
electrified  Pindar  and  myself  with  a  most  palpable  and  perplex- 
ing pun  ;  had  it  been  a  torpedo,  it  could  not  have  more  discom- 
posed the  fraternity.  Sentence  of  banishment  was  unanimously 
decreed  ;  but  on  his  confessing  that,  like  many  celebrated  wits, 
he  was  merely  retailing  other  men's  wares  on  commission,  he 
was  for  that  once  forgiven  on  condition  of  refraining  from  such 
diabolical  practices  in  future.  Pindar  is  particularly  outrageous 
against  punsters  ;  and  quite  astonished  and  put  me  to  a  nonplus 
a  day  or  two  since,  by  asking  abruptly  **  whether  I  thought  a 
punster  could  be  a  good  Christian  7"  He  followed  up  his  ques- 
tion triumphantly  by  offering  to  prove,  by  sound  logic  and  his- 
torical fact,  that  the  Roman  Empire  owed  its  decline  and  fall 
to  a  pun  ;  and  that  nothing  tended  so  much  to  demoralize  the 
French  nation,  as  their  abominable  rage  for  jeux  de  rnots. 
But  what,  above  everything  else,  has  caused  mo  m\xc\i  ^^^eat 
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tion  of  Bpirit,  and  displeased  me  most  with  this  filEff-bcdl 
nation  is,  tliut  in  spite  or  all  tlie  serioos  and  profoimd  ncusti 
ot  tlic  oa^  Mustnpha,  in  his  various  letters — they  vi/i  talkt 
tlioy  will  still  wop;  their  tongnea,  and  chatter  liko  rery 
whangcrst  This  is  a  degree  of  obstioofy  iiieomiireheuKilde 
the  extreme  ;  and  ia  another  proof  how  alarming  is  tlie  force 
haljit,  and  how  difBenlt  il  is  to  rednre  beings.  acctistomc<d< 
talk,  to  that  state  of  aileocu  which  is  tbu  tl-tv  acme  of  hnifl 
wisdom. 

We  can  only  acconnt  for  these  disappointment«  in  om-  mat 
rate  and  reasonable  expectations,  hy  apposing  the  world 
deeply  sank  in  the  mire  of  deiinqneney,  that  not  even  Ilereol 
were  he  to  put  his  shoulder  to  the  ailetreo.  would  be  able 
extricate  it.     Wo  comfort  ouraelTes,  however,  by  the 
that  th[;re  are  at  least  three  good  men  left  in  tlus  degenn 
age  to  benefit  the  world  by  csaraple,  should  precept  nltiml 
fiiil.     And  borrowing,  for  once,  on  example  from  certnln  ala 
writers  who,  after  the  first  emotions  of  surprise  at  finding 
invalnable  effusions  negleetcti  or  despised,  console  tl 
with   the  idea   that  'tis  a   stnpid  oge,  and    lo<^   forward 
posterity   for    redress — we    bequeath    our    volumn    to   flil 
generations — and  much  good  may  it  do  them.     Heaven  ffi 
they  may  bo  able  to  read  it  1  for.  if  oar  rnshionable  mode 
odncation  continues  to  imiirove,  as  of  late,  I  a:n  under 
apprehensions  that  the  period  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
pline  of  the  dancing-master  will  supersede  that  of  the  pa 
mnrian  :  crotchets  and  quavers  supplant  the  alphabet ;  and  II 
heels,  by  an  antipodean  manteurre,  obtain  entire  jircAmiual 
over  the  head.    How  does  my  heart  yearn  for  poor,  dear  pnitidl 
when  this  work  shall  become  nninlelligibic  to  our  grsndfiiildf 
as  U  seems  lo  V  Vo  V\\w  ^roi^L'^Mow*.  iwid.  grandmothen. 
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In  fact — ^for  I  love  to  be  candid — we  b^n  to  snspect  that 
many  people  read  our  numbers  merely  for  their  amusement, 
without  paying  any  attention  to  the  serious  truths  conveyed  in 
every  page.  Unpardonable  want  of  penetration  I  not  that  we 
wish  to  restrict  our  readers  in  the  article  of  laughing,  which 
we  consider  as  one  of  the  dearest  prerogatives  of  man,  and  the 
distinguishing  characteristic  which  raises  him  above  all  other 
animals :  let  them  laugh,  therefore,  if  they  will,  provided  they 
profit  at  the  same  time,  and  do  not  mistake  our  object.  It  is 
one  of  our  indisputable  facts  that  it  is  easier  to  laugh  ten  follies 
out  of  countenance  than  to  coax,  reason,  or  flog  a  man  out  of 
one.  In  this  odd,  singular,  and  indescribable  age — which  is 
neither  the  age  of  gold,  silver,  iron,  brass,  chivalry,  or  pills,  as 
Sir  John  Carr  asserts — a  grave  writer  who  attempts  to  attack 
folly  with  the  heavy  artillery  of  moral  reasoning,  will  fare  like 
Smollett's  honest  pedant,  who  clearly  demonstrated  by  angles, 
etc.,  after  the  manner  of  Euclid,  that  it  was  wrong  to  do  evil — 
and  was  laughed  at  for  his  pains.  Take  my  word  for  it,  a  little 
well-applied  ridicule,  like  Hannibal's  application  of  vinegar  to 
rocks,  will  do  more  with  certain  hard  heads  and  obdurate 
hearts,  than  all  the  logic  or  demonstrations  in  Longinus  or 
Euclid.  But  the  people  of  Gotham,  wise  souls  1  are  so  much 
accustomed  to  see  morality  approach  them  clothed  in  formidable 
wigs  and  sable  garbs,  '*  with  leaden  eye  that  loves  the  ground," 
that  they  can  never  recognize  her  when,  drest  in  gay  attire,  she 
comes  tripping  toward  them  with  smiles  and  sunshine  in  her 
countenance. ^Well,  let  the  rogues  remain  in  happy  igno- 
rance, for  "  ignorance  is  bliss,"  as  thQ  poet  says — and  I  put  as 
implicit  faith  in  poetry  as  I  do  in  the  almanac  or  the  newspaper. 
We  will  improve  them,  without  their  being  the  wiser  for  it,  and 
they  shall  become  better  in  spite  of  their  teetlv,  ^\M(i  nrVOc^ss^^^ 
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ST9 

uuueraia. 

iiiHiitiBa  tt  Ibe  rrtmutina  wqcti^ 

whhbitlKm. 

Amongan     ;■      . 

bat  ririd  rav! 

cbeeringon^     .:.    .v5 

«^i,I—  ..  4 

npowmre. 

The  poMit  Uvc] 

rej^vd  to  a  frw  artidn  oT    i 

oar  adnce  ;  )  l»  y  Inv* 

nr  mmbm  (W«)t— «  waA 

tbe  better  for  .>iir  p 

n  rrad  tbcm  attcnlint^- 

Mtnnchthelx-itcrftr 

Hk  ndandialjr  Ikte  oT  mf 

dear  aont  Chftrity  hi 

rfUdbrt;  and  1  turn  HOT 

befcHVme  k  l.-iu-r  IV 

u  wlw  lira  onNMto  toa 

croplcof  oldM;.-,  n- 

h«  inlcmt  tfan-  tonk  in  Ui 

iin,.ir-.  ;  1,1-  :,i,ariir..n!-  ».  re  nli-.IiH.-ly  iti  n  >i:iU-  ..f  M.-'kiulf, 
.'iijil  li"  «-ii-  '.]i  ilji-  [-liii!  r,f  r-)i;iiiLn?iir  III-  It-l.LriiiL-^,  i.ir  laj-iiHlar- 

iii;.'.  uiilif  llif   ii]>|H'ar;iij' f  niir  ninth  iiiitulnT,  wliicli  he  Itwik'- 

itiat.ly -•1,1  ..v.Twilh  lii-i  ^-tniiliiai-nl--,  Tli.-  p-n!  liidi.s  t.>..k  thf 
lijiit,  iijul  \\:iw  wuntly  a].i*:ir'il  al  liicir  wind..n-  >in'/e.  A-to 
tilt;  «.H«l.]i  f.'rtill.'ini-n,  .mr  fri.'iici.  Mis:i  P|.arkle.  a-N^^nrcs  m,-, 
(!i'7  iin-  wniiiliTfiilly  iitij.riiviM]  l.y  our  cTiticisnu,  ami  «i>iTi''tiinei 
viiitur-  1i.  [ii:iki'  :i  rcirmrk,  or  iitti'irijit  a  [inn  in  i-<imp:my,  lo  the 
t:r.iil  ii)i(itati..n  of  all  »lio  ]iap]>i-n  l.>  nmiriv-tarnl  lln-m.  As  to 
til..  r.-ii  -hawls  lli.^y  w  .■iilin;ly  .liM-aniMl  from  the  fair  slml- 
ilrr,  ..f  mil-  liiiiiis— .■v.r  Awv  the  last  imi>.irtali<>n  of  finery —ni.r 
liji>;  aiiv  hn!v,  siiiri>  the  enM  nfalhcr,  viritiired  to  e\]">se  litT 
.Itn.iv,  1.1  till-  a'lrniriii.„'  ^':lJ;e  of  s.-riitini7.intr  jiassenfrers.  Hut 
(h.  IV  is  oiic'  vi.'l.>ry  \^■■  liave  iichieve.!  whieh  has  ,iriven  ii?  laon- 
|i|iM-iiriM)ian  1<>  )iave  »ritten  <Ii>»-n  the  whnle  mlmimsiraliim : 
I  Mill  iiy.iiriii.  fnini  iin'jiii'slininilile  aulhcirily,  tliat  our  vnnii^r 
linli.-i     rh,iil.lli.s«  ]|,  ronseiiiiem-e  tif  <.iir  wei-hty  odiii.iiiilj.ins— 

havi.  i,..t  I-  inihi)j."'it  ill   that   hitcixiealiiitr,  iu(lamTiiat..ry.  ami 

Whirli^i;':  iluiii'v,  \W  wivWi.— vvv:t  >:\w;  WA  -Kv^aaier  ec.mmeni.'i.i! 
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Trae  it  is,  I  nnderstand,  an  attempt  was  made  to  exhibit  it  by 
some  of  the  sable  fair  ones  at  the  last  African  ball,  but  it  was 
highly  dLsapproved  of  by  all  the  respectable  elderly  ladies 
present. 

These  are  sweet  sources  of  comfort  to  atone  for  the  many 
wrongs  and  misrepresentations  heaped  upon  ns  by  the  world — 
for  even  we  have  experienced  its  ill-nature.  How  often  have  we 
heard  ourselves  reproached  for  the  insidious  applications  of  the 
uncharitable ! — how  often  have  we  been  accused  of  emotions 
which  never  found  an  entrance  into  our  bosoms  I — ^how  often 
have  our  sportive  effusions  been  wrested  to  serve  the  purposes 

of  particular  enmity  and  bitterness  I Meddlesome  spirits  ! 

little  do  they  know  our  disposition ;  we  "  lack  gall "  to  wound 
the  feelings  of  a  single  innocent  individual ;  we  can  even  forgive 
Uiem  from  the  very  bottom  of  our  souls ;  may  they  meet  as 
ready  a  forgiveness  from  their  own  consciences  1  Like  true  and 
independent  bachelors,  having  no  domestic  cares  to  interfere 
with  our  general  benevolence,  we  consider  it  incumbent  upon  us 
to  watch  over  the  welfare  of  society ;  and  although  wc  are 
indebted  to  the  world  for  little  else  than  left-handed  favors,  yet 
we  feel  a  proud  satisfaction  in  requiting  evil  with  good,  and  the 
sneer  of  illiberality  with  the  unfeigned  smile  of  good  humor. 
With  these  mingled  motives  of  selfishness  and  philanthropy  we 
commenced  our  work,  and  if  we  cannot  solace  ourselves  with 
the  consciousness  of  having  done  much  good,  yet  there  is  still 
one  pleasing  consolation  left,  which  the  world  can  neither  give 
nor  take  away.  There  are  moments — lingering  moments  of  list- 
less indifference  and  heavy-hearted  despondency — when  our  best 
hopes  and  affections  slipping,  as  they  sometimes  will,  from  their 
hold  on  those  objects  to  which  they  usually  cling  for  support, 
seem  abandoned  on  the  wide  waste  of  cheerless  existence,  ncvtW 
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oat  ft  place  to  cast  aocliar  ;  williout  a  Aok  Ui  tIgw  to  ^xtitc  S 
aingle  wish,  or  to  Kive  a  momentary  iuten-st  la  oanU-mjiUtiiiD. 
We  look  back  witli  duli^t  a|M>n  maii;  of  thtso  momcnti!  of 
meDtal  glooDi.  niiiliii  awny  liy  tlio  thi-iTTiil  cxtrciiHj  of  our  pen, 
ry  Auclt  triumpb  ovvr  the  apU-en  aa  rcUnliuf; 


the  fiiirowin^'  Uuiid  ol 
brows.    If,  ill  lulilitbu 
jc^ed  careli-«ly  liu 
dejection  an- 1  i^&Uod 
brightened  tliu  ptLlc  ci 
feel  olmoflt  »<=  iniich  jv^  _ 
when  he  bathes  his  pen 
bene  flic  tor,  or  sRL-rificcs  one  n 
of  [Kirty  llllimo^ity. 


idioQS  cncroachmcDta  oit  our 
tiuiuiciui^iitg,  we  liitru,  kb  we 
bniahed  awuy  one  tcAr  of 
I  ia  ibi  place — if  we  have 
a  t'hilil  of  Korrow — we  ^all 
ag  aa  a  elaug-vrlituifrer  docA 
art's  blood  gf  a  patron  and  ' 
illustrious  victim  on  the  fllliif 


TO  READERS  ANIt  TniMlE^POXnEMTS. 

IT  is  our  misfijrtmn'  ti)  be  fnviiicntly  prsforcd,  iti  our  pcrepri- 
luilioiis  nlioiit  tliis  l>li>ssc(i  nty.  by  cfrtiiiii  criticnl  piil-lli^>s ; 
whi)  bu/z  aroumi  ami  tiiiTcly  nltiirk  tlic  sliiu,  ivilliout  ctit  beiiifr 
nlili' to  ))eiicli-iito  till' biidy.  Till!  n'|mtation  cf  our  promising 
^lAVt'irt,  Jcrfiiiy  Cufkli^ft  llic  ynnii.iri'i',  has  been  iisKailiti  by  tlic?c 
skiiiiii-q.  frilif''  ;  tln-y  h;ivo  (|iu'sti.irii>cl  liis  flaiins  to  ori^riiiaiity. 
iiiul  oviii  hiiitrd  tliiit  llu-  i.iriK  r.ir  hi^  N.-«-.UTSfy  TL«ir  Htro 
lioL-nnvnl  fr.Mii  a  hile  work  cntilK-ii  ■'SW  r..iKv:T-ii.,nK."  As 
llirr.'  is  no  liii'niry  .ilVciiro  mw  cli-.^^jucablc  in  the  vyt-a  o(  lljo  trio 
tl.:in  iK.m.wiii?,  y.-v  itiminliatoly  <mII.-.1  .T.-miiy  b.  nii  tiiroiint  ; 
whni  hi-  prnvi'd,  liy  tlio  di'di.'iitiun  of  llie  «i)rk  in  <iin-itiiin.  that 
it  was  liiM  i.ulili,slii..d  in  London  in  >Iaivli,  l^07  ;  and  tlnit  Lis 
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"Stranger  in  New-Jersey''  had  made  its  appearance  on  the 
24th  of  the  preceding  February. 

We  were  on  the  point  of  acquitting  Jeremy  with  honor  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  impossible,  knowing  as  he  is,  to  borrow  from 
a  foreign  work  one  month  before  it  was  in  existence;  when  Will 
Wizard  suddenly  took  up  the  cudgels  for  the  critics,  and  insisted' 
that  nothing  was  more  probable  ;  for  ho  recollected  reading  of 
an  ingenious  Dutch  author  who  plainly  convicted  the  ancients 
of  stealing  firom  his  labors  I So  much  for  criticism. 


We  have  received  a  host  of  friendly  and  admonitory  letters 
tcom  different  quarters,  and  among  the  rest  a  very  loving  epistle 
from  Georgetown,  Columbia,  signed  Teddy  M'Gundy,  who 
addresses  us  by  the  name  of  Saul  M' Gundy,  and  insists  that  we 
are  descended  from  the  same  Irish  progenitors,  and  nearly 
related.  As  friend  Teddy  seems  to  be  an  honest,  merry  rogue, 
we  are  sorry  that  we  cannot  admit  his  claims  to  kindred  ;  we 
thank  him,  however,  for  his  good  will,  and  should  he  ever  be 
inclined  to  favor  us  with  another  epistle,  we  will  hint  to  him, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  our  other  numerous  correspondents, 
that  their  communications  will  be  infinitely  more  acceptable  if 
they  will  just  recollect  Tom  Shuffleton's  advice,  "  pay  the  post 
boy,  Muggms." 


NO.  XIV.— S 
LETTEK    FHOM   MC3' 


HEALTH  tutdjojrli 


,  of  Rqr  Iwut  t     Mmj  ifas 

ratch  OTtT  thr  (Iwi'lliiiir.  niui   the 
y  yU:\  il>  l.n.l-riiilit    lu^lro  ^..11  M    tliv  IllldiTIak- 

r  i-;  ihi-  lot  of  tliy  i-^.plivL-  frifiiil—liL-i  bri-liif.^^t 
I  t'l  II  li  irjitlHii.d  j,iTi-Hl  ofwcan-i-Jiptivilv,  aiiJ 
uicNcry  ..i.ly  ii.i-ls  U.  ll,.;  iii,-iiMirv  ■•(  l.U  j^rii-f^  l.y  l.„lding  up  u 
|]iiri'<ir  ishicli  ri'flrit-^  ivitli  rcdciiilikil  oliarms  llie  llulirs  of  ]iJi.-t 
frik-ity.  Ill  miilLii.L-lit  .-lumliiTs  uiy  soul  holds  swwt  roiiversj 
Willi  lln-  ti mliT  ol.j.Tis  ils  iilTnii.iiis— it  h  then  ttie  exile  is 
i^-stiin-d  lo  Ills  .■iiimiry— it  i-;  tin u  tin; nidu  wnste  of  waters  that 
rolls  lii'twriMi  us  di;i!i]i]w;irs,  ami  I  diisp  to  my  bo.-om  the  coiii- 
imiiioiL  of  my  youth  ;  I  uwah-  and  find  it  but  a  vision  of  tlic 
ni;rht.  TIl.;  >i{rli  will  ris.— (he  t.:ir  of  di-Jirti.in  will  steal  adown 
my  i-hrrk-  1  lly  U>  niv  ]>ni,  iiiui  slrivt;  to  furirct  nnwi-lf,  and  iiiv 


III 


llnlJ,   l.iy  ._.r,ud    Am'111,   it    .ilMUOt    b.'    PS[wtca 

.Ir  s..  wliolly  lo  iilistriicl  i].y>flf  from  my  own 
■  Ihir  it  full  iiiut  ,-^yst,>m:itic  ncminit  of  the 
■■ti-  wli.iiii  my  disa-^tron-!  lot  hnA  hucii  fa.=t. 
■i^iire,  fiv,tii   my  u^u^    individual   sorrows,   lo 
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entertain  thee  occasionallj  with  some  of  the  most  prominent 
features  of  their  character  ;  and  now  and  then  a  solitary  pio- 
tore  of  th^  most  preposteroos  eccentricities. 

I  have  before  observed,  that  among  the  distingnishing  charac- 
teristics of  the  people  of  this  logocracy,  is  their  invincible  love 
of  talking  ;  and,  that  I  could  compare  the  nation  to  nothing  but 
a  mighty  wind-mill.  Thou  art  doubtless  at  a  loss  to  conccivo 
how  this  mill  is  supplied  with  grist ;  or,  in  other  words,  how  it 
is  possible  to  furnish  subjects  to  supply  the  perpetual  motion 
of  so  many  tongues. 

The  genius  of  the  nation  appears  in  its  highest  lustre  in  this 
particular  in  the  discovery,  or  rather  the  application,  of  a  sub- 
ject which  seems  to  supply  an  inexhaustible  mine  of  words.     It 
is  nothing  more,  my  friend,  than  politics  ;  a  word  which,  I 
declare  to  thee,  has  perplexed  me  almost  as  much  as  the 
redoubtable  one  of  economy.     On  consulting  a  dictionary  of  this 
language,  I   found  it  denoted  the  science  of  government ;  and 
the  relations,  situations  and  dispositions  of  states  and  empires. 
Qood  !  thought  I ;  for  a  people  who  boast  of  governing  them- 
selves there  could  not  be  a  more  important  subject  of  investi- 
^tion.     I  therefore  listened  attentively,  expecting  to  hear  from 
**the  most  enlightened  people  under  the  sun," — for  so  they 
Uiodestly  term  themselves — sublime  disputations  on  the  science 
of  legislation,  and  precepts  of  political  wisdom  that  would  not 
liave  disgraced  our  great  prophet  and  legislator  himself  I — ^but, 
alas,  Asem  I  how  continually  are  my  expectations  disappointed  I 
liow  dignified  a  meaning  does  this  word  bear  in  the  dictionary  ; 
how  despicable  its  common  application  ;  I  find  it  extending  to 
every  contemptible   discussion  of  local  animosity,  and  every 
petty  altercation  of  insignificant  individuals.     It  embraces,  alike, 
all  manner  of  concerns  ;  from  the  organization  of  a  divan,  the 
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election  of  a  bashaw,  or  tlie  levying  of  an  umj,  to  Um  ^ 
meQt  of  a  constable,  the  personal  dwptites  of  two  I 
slnng-w hangers,  the  cleaning  of  the  streets,  ortbo  wonomj^  of fl 
dirt  cart.     A  couple  of  pohticians  will  (inurrel,  with  the 
locirerooa  pertinacity,  about  the  character  of  a  bum-bailiff  who 
nolMxly  cares  for  ;  or  the  deportment  of  a  little  great  n 
nobody  knows  ;  and  this  is  called  talking  politics  ;  mj  1  it  ■ 
but  few  days  since  that  I  was  annoyed  by  a  debate  between  ti 
of  loy  fellow  lodgers,  who  were  magnauimonaly  employed  lu  ct 
deuiniuj^  a.  luckless  wight  to  iuftuny,  hecaose  he  cbose  to  w«ar  m 
red  coat,  and  to  etitcrluin  certain  crroneoos  opinions  spme  tl 
years  ago.      Shocked  at  their  illiberal  and  rindictire  f^t,  J 
rebuked  them  for  thus  indnl^g  in  slander  and  uncLaritablr- 
nesscs,  abont  the  color  of  a  coat ;  which  hod  doubil««8  for  vobj 
years  been  worn  out ;  or  the  belief  in  errors,  which  to  all  )i 
bability  bad  been  long  since  atoned  for  and  abandoned  ; 
they  justified  thenisclvcs  by  alleging  that  they  were  onlyct 
in  politjcfl,  and  exerting  that  liberty  of  Rpe«ch,  and  Ireedom^ 
discnssion,  which  was  the  glory  and  eafcgnard  of  their  t 
indepeiidencu.     "  Oh,  Maboniet  1"  thoi^;ht  I,  "  what  a  o 
must  that  be,  which  builds  its  political  safety  on  ruined  el 
ters  and  tliu  persecution  of  individuals  1" 

luto  what  transports  of  snrprisc  and  incrednlitj  t 
nally  betrayed,  as  the  churacter  of  tliis  eccentric  peuple  g 
ally  dcvelojis  itself  to  my  obserrations.  Erery  i 
increases  the  perplexities  in  which  I  am  involved,  and  I  nm  n 
than  ever  at  a  loss  where  to  place  thi^m  in  the  scale  of  my  a 
mutioD.  Is  is  thus  the  philosopher,  in  pursuing  truth  thtn 
the  labyrinth  of  donbt,  error  and  misn-iireseutalfon,  frnjoe 
Gnils  himself  bewildered  in  the  mazes  of  contradictory  e 
cuwi ;  uni\  ftlmoal  wishes  lie  could  ((uictly  retrace  1 


THE    LOGOCRACY.  279 

steps,  steal  back  into  the  path  of  honest  ignorance,  and  jog  on 
(moe  more  in  contented  indifference. 

How  fertQe  in  these  contradictions  is  this  extensive  logo- 
cracy  I  Men  of  different  nations,  manners  and  languages,  live 
in  this  coontry  in  the  most  perfect  harmony  ;  and  nothing  is 
more  common  than  to  see  individnals,  whose  respective  govern- 
ments are  at  variance,  taking  each  other  by  the  hand  and 
exchanging  the  offices  of  friendship.  Nay,  even  on  the  subject 
of  religion,  which,  as  it  affects  our  dearest  interests,  oar  earliest 
opinions  and  prejudices,  some  warmth  and  heart-burnings  might 
be  excused,  which,  even  in  our  enlightened  country,  is  bo  fruit- 
ful in  difference  between  man  and  man  I — even  religion  occar 
sions  no  dissension  among  these  people  ;  and  it  has  even  been 
discovered,  by  one  of  their  sages,  that  believing  in  one  Ood  or 
twenty  Oods  "  neither  breaks  a  man's  leg  nor  picks  his  poc- 
ket." ♦  The  idolatrous  Persian  may  here  bow  down  before  his 
ererlasting  fire,  and  prostrate  himself  toward  the  glowing  east. 
The  Chinese  may  adore  his  Fo,  or  his  Josh  ;  the  Egyptian  his 
stork  ;  and  the  Mussulman  practise,  unmolested,  the  divine  pre- 
cepts of  our  immortal  prophet.  Nay,  even  the  forlorn,  aban- 
doned Atheist,  who  lies  down  at  night  without  committing 
himself  to  the  protection  of  heaven,  and  rises  in  the  morning 
without  returning  thanks  for  his  safety  ;  who  hath  no  deity  but 
his  own  will ;  whose  soul,  like  the  sandy  desert,  is  barren  of 

• 

every  flower  of  hope  to  throw  a  solitary  bloom  over  the  dead 
level  of  sterility  and  soften  the  wide  A«nt  of  desolation  ;  whose 
darkened  views  extend  not  beyond  the  horizon  that  bounds. his 

•  Jefferson,  in  his  "Notes  on  Virginia,"  says,  "  The  legislative  powers  of 
^OTcmmcnt  extend  to  such  acts  only  as  are  ii^urious  to  others.  But  it 
]ocfl  roe  no  injury  for  my  neighbor  to  say  there  are  twenty  Gods  or  no 
3od.     It  neither  picks  my  pocket  nor  breaks  my  leg.*^ 
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cbeorless  existence  ;  to  whom   uo  blisifal   perspoc-ti»e 
beyond  the  gravu^-even  he  Is  saffered  to  indol)^  in  bia 
perate  opiuions,  withoot  exciting  ouc  other  emotion  Uiun 
or  coutcmpt.     But  this  mild  aud  tolerating  spirit  reachm 
beyond  the  pale  of  relif^oii : — ouce  differ  in  politics,  in 
theories,  vieioua  aud  chimeras,  the  growth  of  iatnvet,  of 
or  madne#a,  aud  deadly  warfare  ensnes  ;  cTery  eye  tlushtw 
every  tongue  is  loaded  with  reproach,  aiul  every  heart 
with  gall  and  bitterness. 

At  thlH  period  eevcrol  mijustifiable  and  Herions  iqjuriefl  nn 
part  of  the  barbarians  of  the  British  Island,  have  given 
inipiilsc  to  the  tongue  and  the  pen,  niid  occasioned  a  t« 
woniy  fever.     Do  not  suppose,  my  friend,  that  I  mean  to 
deniu  any  pro|>cr  and  digniiied  expre^iua  of  reaentmcnt 
injarica.     On  the  contrary,  I  love  to  see  a  wunl  before  a  lili 
for  "  in  the  fulluesa  of  the  heart  the  toriguo  moveth."    Bd( 
long  experience  has  convinced  me,  tliat  people  who  talk  tho 
about  taking  satisfaction  for  affronts,  generally  content 
Gelves  with  talking  instead  of  revenging  the  in^t ;  hi 
street  women  of  this  conntry,  who  after  a  prodigious 
qaietly  sit  down  and  fan  themselvcg  cool  as  faat  u 
But  to  retnrn  : — the  rage  for  talking  has  now,  in 
of  the  aggressioiuj  I  allnded  to,  increased  to  a  degnc  far 
what  I  have  observed  heretofore.    In  the  gardens  ct  his 
ne-ss  of  Tripoli  are  fifteen  thousand  bcc-hives,  three  hundred 
cocks,  and  a  prodigious  #nmber  of  parrots  and  baboou 
yet  I  declare  to  thee,  A.sein,  tlutt  their  basing,  anil  sqi 
and  shattering  is  nothing  ecm|)ared  to  the  wild  opniar.  i 
of  words,  now  raj^ng  within  the  bosom  of  this  mlgihly  i 
tractcd  logoeraey.     Politics  jK-rradc  every  city,  cvcrr 
every  l«m\>\e,  efcrj  ^iVcT-bouse — the    oulvcrsal 
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*'  what  is  the  news  7^  This  is  a  kind  of  challenge  to  political 
debate  ;  and  as  no  two  men  think  exactly  alike,  'tis  ton  to  one, 
bat  before  they  finish,  all  the  polite  phrases  in  the  language  are 
exhausted  by  way  of  giving  fire  and  energy  to  argument.  What 
renders  this  talking  fever  more  alarming  is,  that  the  people 
appear  to  be  in  the  nnhi^py  state  of  a  patient  whose  palate 
nauseates  the  medicine  best  calculated  for  the  cure  of  his  disease, 
and  seem  anxious  to  continue  in  the  full  ei\joyment  of  their  chat- 
tering epidemic.  They  alarm  each  other  by  direful  reports  and 
fearful  apprehensions  ;  like  I  have  seen  a  lot  of  old  wives  in  this 
country  entertain  themselves  with  stories  of  ghosts  and  goblins 
until  theiiT  imaginations  were  in  a  most  agonizing  panic.  Every 
day  begets  some  new  tale,  big  with  agitation  ;  and  the  busy  god- 
dess, Rumor,  to  speak  in  the  poetic  language  of  the  Christians,  is 
constantly  in  motion.  She  mounts  her  rattling  stage-wagon,  and 
gallops  about  the  country,  freighted  with  a  load  of  "  hints,"  **  in- 
formations," ''extracts  of  letters  from  respectable  gentlemen," 
*' observations  of  respectable  correspondents,"  and  ''  unquestiona- 
ble authorities  ;" — which  her  high-priests,  the  slang-whangers, 
retail  to  their  sapient  followers,  with  all  the  solemnity — and  all 
the  authenticity  of  oracles.  True  it  is  the  unfortunate  slang- 
whangers  are  sometimes  at  a  loss  for  foo^,  to  supply  this  insatia- 
ble appetite  for  intelligence  ;  and  are,  not  unfrequently,  reduced 
to  the  necessity  of  manufacturing  dishes  suited  to  the  taste  of 
the  times  ;  to  be  served  up  as  morning  and  evening  repasts  to 
their  disciples. 

When  the  hungry  politician  is  thus  full  charged  with  im- 
portant information,  he  sallies  forth  to  give  due  exercise  to  his 
tongue;  and  tells  all  he  knows,  to  everybody  he  meets.  Now  it 
is  a  thousand  to  one  that  every  person  he  meets  is  just  as  wise  as 
himself,  charged  with  the  same  articles  of  information,  and  ^» 


fiessed  of  the  same  violent  inclination  to  give  it  vent; 
rouDtry  every  man  ndupt-s  some  porticulnr  sloug-wtuuiger,  i 
standard  of  liis  jnd^eut,  and  rcails  eri'mhlDg  ho  writ«B  S 
roads  nothing  else  ;  which  is  doubtless  tho  reason  whj  tbs  ■ 
pie  of  this  logocracy  arc  bo  raarvi-UonijI/  onlightimML  So  ■! 
they  tilt  at  each  other  with  theh-  borrowed  lanoes.  ftdraadi 
the  combat  vrith  the  opinionH  and  Fipeculalions  of  their  f 
tive  slang'-n'hanger!!,  wliicli,  in  all  probahility,  ai 
opposite.  Here  then  ariiiea  as  fair  an  opportunity  fur  a  l»nl( 
of  words  as  heart  conid  wish  ;  aud  thou  inayst  rely  npno  ii 
Asem,  they  do  not  let  it  pass  nnimproTed.  Thuy  nomvlini'- 
begin  with  arffuraent ;  hut  in  process  of  lirae,  as  the  towj' 
be^ns  to  vrax  wanton,  other  ansilinrios  become  nectmr; 
recrimination  commences;  reproach  fiillows  close  at  itR  brct>- 
&om  political  elinw  they  proceed  tn  personal,  nntl  thvs  lA'i 
is  a  friendship  of  yeani  trampled  down  by  this  roDlemiilil' 
enemy,  this  gignotic  dwarf  of  politics,  tho  mougrel  isoK  '' 
grovelling'  ambition  and  aspiring  i^rnorance  1 

There  would  bo  but  little  harm  indeed  in  all  thi*,  if  It  tto^- 
mercly  iti  a  broken  hea<l;  for  this  might  soon  be  liealnl.  and  i' 
scar,  if  any  remained,  miglit  Rcrvo  as  a  wnniiiig  crtf  lA  ' 
Against  the  indalgence  of  polltirnl  inlcmprrance;  at  thevtr'' 
the  loss  of  snclt  heads  as  these  wnitld  Im  a  jptin  tw  iIid  uU.c 
Bnt  the  evil  extends  far  deeper;  it  threatens  to  Impair  al!  i^''^ 
intercourse,  and  even  to  sever  Ihn  sncrwl  union  of  faiBly  n ' 
kiridrdl.  The  convivial  tabic  in  diKltirbiil;  the  chfcrfiil  Kre^i' 
isihVBdcd;  the  smile  of  social  Iiilarity  is  chased  away  ;—>- 
bond  of  social  love  in  broken  by  the  everlasting  tDtriMmif  Ii''* 
fiend  of  contention,  who  lurks  in  the  ejiarkUi^  ImmtI,  (fMci>-' 
by  the  Rre-slde.  p-owls  tn  the  fVien illy  circle,  infmts  evK^tfa* 
to  plea'^ute -,  ww\,  Vv's.c  tVws  itcowliutr  iueul'U!i,sits  on  ths  h 
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Bodetj,  pressing  down  and  smothering  every  throb  and  pulsation 
of  liberal  philanthropy. 

Bat  thoQ  wilt  perhaps  ask,  ''  What  can  these  people  dispute 
aboat  ?  One  would  suppose  that,  being  all  free  and  equal,  they 
would  harmonize  as  brothers  ;  children  of  the  same  parent,  and 
equal  heirs  of  the  same  inheritance."  This  theory  is  most 
exquisite,  my  good  friend,  but  in  practice  it  turns  out  the  very 
dream  of  a  madman.  Equality,  Asem,  is  one  of  most  consum- 
mate scoundrels  that  ever  crept  from  the  brain  of  a  political 
juggler — a  fellow  who  thrusts  his  hand  into  the  pocket  of  honest 
industry,  or  enterprising  talent,  and  squanders  their  hard-earned 
profits  on  profligate  idleness  or  indolent  stupidity.  There  will 
always  be  an  inequality  among  mankind  so  long  as  a  portion  of 
it  18  enlightened  and  industrious,  and  the  rest  idle  and  ignorant. 
The  one  will  acquire  a  larger  share  of  wealth,  and  its  attendant 
comforts,  refinements,  and  luxuries  of  life,  and  the  influence  and 
power  which  those  will  always  possess  who  have  the  greatest 
ability  of  administering  to  the  necessities  of  their  fellow  crea- 
tures. These  advantages  will  inevitably  excite  envy  ;  and  envy 
as  inevitably  begets  ill-will — ^hcnco  arises  that  eternal  warfare 
which  the  lower  orders  of  society  are  waging  against  those  who 
have  raised  themselves  by  their  own  merits,  or  have  been  raised 
by  the  merits  of  their  ancestors,  above  the  common  level.  In  a 
nation  possessed  of  quick  feelings  and  impetuous  passions,  the 
hostility  might  engender  deadly  broils  and  bloody  conmiotions  ; 
but  here  it  merely  vents  itself  in  high-sounding  words,  which 
lead  to  continual  breaches  of  decorum,  or  in  the  insidious  assas- 
sination of  character,  and  a  restless  propensity  among  the  base 
to  blacken  every  reputation  which  is  fairer  than  their  own. 

I  cannot  help  smiling  sometimes  to  see  the  solicitndc  with 
which  the  people  of  America,  so  called  from  the  country  li&y\xx% 
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been  first  discorcrcd  by  Christopher  ColoiobnA,  IwtUs  ■ 
tliem  when  an;  election  takes  place,  as  if  thej  hai]  tbe  least  d 
ccm  in  tbe  matter,  or  were  to  be  l)eDcfit<.>d  by  oo  excliaogi 
bashaws  ;  they  really  seem  igooraiit  that  uoae  but  tbe  b 
and  their  dependents  are  at  all  iuterested  in  the  event ; 
that  the  jteople  at  large  will  ntit  find  their  Ntuatioa  attend  j 
the  least.  1  formerly  gave  tbee  an  account  of  an  elcctLan  « 
took  place  under  mr  eye.  The  result  has  been  that  the  p 
as  Eonie  of  the  elang^w hangers  say,  haro  obtaincU  s  f 
triumph,  which,  however,  is  flatly  denied  by  the  opposite  tJ 
wlutngers,  who  insist  that  their  parly  ia  cumpuMt]  uf  the  i 
BoTcrei^  people  ;  and  that  the  others  ore  all  jacobins,  FrMffc- 
men,  and  Irish  rebels.  1  ought  to  apprise  thee  that  the  loit  ii 
a  term  of  great  reproach  here  ;  which,  i)erha]«,  thou  wmUrt 
not  otherwise  imagine,  considering  that  it  is  not  many  jrtn 
aace  this  Tery  people  were  engaged  in  a  rerolntioa  ;  the  fsilan 
of  which  wonld  have  gnbjeeted  them  to  the  same  ignumiiuMB 
epithet,  and  a  participation  in  which  is  now  the  higheM  nax' 
mendation  lo  public  confidence.  By  Mahomet,  but  it  anni' 
be  dcniiHl  that  the  consistency  of  this  people,  like  ererythiu 
else  appertaining  to  them,  is  on  a  prodigious  great  Kale  1  Tu 
return,  however,  to  the  event  of  the  election.  Tlie  peojjl" 
trinmphed  ;  and  much  good  has  it  done  them.  I,  for  my  [sit. 
expected  to  sec  wonderful  clmngefi,  and  most  magical  nutamn^ 
phosoB.  I  expected  to  sec  the  people  all  rich,  that  they  waulJ 
Ih!  uU  gentlemen  bashaws,  riding  in  their  coaches  and  biiiu; 
simiptuously  erary  dny,  emancipat^^l  fmni  toil,  am]  rcvrllioK  is 
luxurious  Paso.  Wilt  thon  credit  me,  Asem,  when  I  « 
unto  thei',  tliat  everytliing  remains  exai-tly  in  the  b 
wns  before  the  last  wonly  campaign  F  except  a  few  i 
retftiiiera  w\v<i  VaNv  ctw\A \M<i  nffue,  iind  a  few  noisy  |mlriolit fl 
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the  other  side,  who  have  been  kicked  out,  there  is  not  the 
least  difference.  The  laborer  toils  for  his  daily  support;  the  beg- 
gar still  lives  on  the  charity  of  those  who  have  any  charity  to 
bestow ;  and  the  only  solid  satisfaction  the  mnltitude  have 
reaped  is,  that  they  have  got  a  new  governor,  or  bashaw,  whom 
they  win  praise,  idolize,  and  exalt  for  a  while,  and  afterward, 
notwithstanding  the  sterUng  merits  he  really  possesses,  in  com- 
pliance with  immemorial  custom,  they  will  abuse,  calumniate, 
and  trample  him  under  foot. 

Such,  my  dear  Asem,  is  the  way  in  which  the  wise  people  of 
"  the  most  enlightened  country  under  the  sun,"  are  amused  with 
straws,  and  puffed  up  with  mighty  conceits  ;« like  a  certain  fish 
I  have  seen  here,  which  having  his  belly  tickled  for  a  short  time, 
will  swell  and  puff  himself  up  to  twice  his  usual  size,  and 
become  a  mere  bladder  of  wmd  and  vanity. 

The  blessing  of  a  true  Mussulman  light  on  thee,  good  Asem; 
ever,  while  thou  livest,  be  true  to  thy  prophet;  and  rejoice  that, 
though  the  boasting  political  chatterers  of  this  logocracy  cast 
upon  thy  countrymen  the  ignominious  epithet  of  slaves,  thou 
livest  in  a  country  where  the  people,  instead  of  being  at  the 
mercy  of  a  tyrant  with  a  million  of  heads,  have  nothing  to  do 
but  submit  to  the  will  of  a  bashaw  of  only  three  tails. 

Ever  thine, 

MUSTAPHA. 
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THOSE  who  pass  tlicir  time  immnred  in  the  k 
dty,  amid  the  rattling  of  carte,  the  brawling  of  Uie  ^ 
titiidc,  luid  the  variety  of  discordant  soands  that  ]mj  b 
upoD  the  uerves,  and  heget  a  weariness  of  the  spirits,  a 
niiderstaud  and  feci  that  e.Tpauaioa  of  the  heart,  tbat  g^jwil 
reiiovatiou  which  a  citizeD  cxperiiMices  when  ho  steals  forth  ft«ta 
his  dusty  prison,  to  breathe  the  &ee  air  of  heaven,  and  eDJiit  iht 
clear  face  of  nature.  Who  that  lias  rambled  by  the  side  of  nw 
of  our  majestic  rivers,  at  the  hour  of  minset,  when  the  wiWIt 
romantic  secuery  around  is  softened  and  tuitcd  by  thu  vulap 
tuons  mist  of  evening  ;  wlieu  the  1  mid  and  owellbg  mnllBe- '  ^ 
the  distant  mountain  seem  melting  into  the  glowing  horism,  ■-•' 
a  rich  mautle  of  refulgence  is  thrown  over  the  whole  fxpiuw  ■ 
the  heavens,  bnt  must  have  felt  how  nbundaut  It  uutiirc  ■ 
Bourees  of  pure  enjoyment  ;  how  luxoriant  in  ^1  tbat  eou  iii  < 
Ten  the  senses  or  delight  th«  imagination.  The  jocund  itfi:y- 
Aill  Imghted  willi  native  fragrance,  sues  sweetly  to  thn  attei- 
tlio  chirping  of  the  thousand  varietiea  of  inxoctA  with  which  ■■"■.■ 
woodlands  abound  forms  a  concert  of  simple  melody  ;  even  tl 
liarKintr  of  the  farm  dog,  the  lowing  of  the  rattle,  the  tiaVlii : 
of  their  l>ells,  ami  the  strokes  of  tlie  woodinaii'n  ue  tmn  'i 
opposito  shore,  seem  to  partake  of  the  softness  of  t!ic  t«!M,  m. 
fall  tnnelidly  upon  the  ear  ;  while  the  voieo  of  Um  vSttrr'. 
chanting  some  rustic  ballad,  swells  ftvm  a  diBl 
blauce  of  the  very  music  of  harmonious  love. 

At  such  timeK  1  am  conscious  of  the  influence  0 
the  lu-Uirt  ■,  u  WWumimJi  t^Jwii  St  iMuwil  over  my  ■ 
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mj  eyes  aronnd,  and  eyery  object  is  serene,  simple,  and  beanti- 
fbl ;  no  warring  passion,  no  discordant  string,  there  yibrates  to 
the  touch  of  ambition,  self-interest,  hatred,  or  reyenge  ;  I  am 
at  peace  with  the  whole  world,  and  hail  all  mankind  as  friends 
and  brothers.  Blissful  moments!  ye  recall  the  careless  days  of 
my  boyhood,  when  mere  existence  was  happiness)  when  hope 
was  certainly,  this  world  a  paradise,  and  every  woman  a  minis- 
tering angel  I  Surely  man  was  designed  for  a  tenant  of  the 
nmyerse,  instead  of  being  pent  up  in  these  dismal  cages,  these 
dens  of  strife,  disease,  and  discord.  We  were  created  to  range 
the  fields,  to  sport  among  the  groves,  to  build  castles  in  the  air, 
and  have  every  one  of  them  realized  1 

A  whole  legion  of  reflections  like  these  insinuated  themselves 
into  my  mind,  and  stole  me  from  the  influence  of  the  cold  reali- 
ties before  me,  as  I  took  my  accustomed  walk  a  few  weeks  since 
on  the  Battery.  Here,  watching  the  splendid  mutations  of  one 
of  our  summer  skies,  which  emulated  the  boasted  glories  of  an 
Italian  sunset,  I  all  at  once  discovered  that  it  was  but  pack  up 
my  portmanteau,  bid  adieu  for  awhUe  to  my  elbow-chair,  and  in 
a  little  time  I  should  be  transported  fh>m  the  region  of  smoke, 
and  noise,  and  dust,  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  far  sweeter  prospect 
and  a  brighter  sky.  The  next  morning  I  was  off*  full  tilt  to 
Cockloft  Hall,  leaving  my  man  Pompey  to  follow  at  his  leisure 
with  my  baggage.  I  love  to  indulge  in  rapid  transitions,  which 
are  prompted  by  the  quick  impulse  of  the  moment  ;  'tis  the  only 
mode  of  guarding  against  that  intruding  and  deadly  foe  to  all 
parties  of  pleasure — anticipation. 

Having  now  made  good  my  retreat,  until  the  black  frosts  com- 
mence, it  is  but  a  piece  of  civility  due  to  my  readers,  who  I  trust 
are,  ere  this,  my  friends,  to  give  them  a  proper  introduction  to 
my  present  residence.    I  do  this  as  much  to  gratify  them.  q&  m^ 
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self;  well  knowing  ft  reader  is  always  snzioos  to  leam  liow  liia 
author  is  lo<lgi'i),  wlivtlier  in  a  gam't,  a  ci'llitr,  a  Lowl,  ot  a 
palace  ;  at  K'uxt  mi  nathor  is  generally  Tain  enough  lo  tUink  eo; 
and  on  Batlinr'ri  vauily  ouf^ht  Bomctimc-a  to  be  gratiiied.  Pour 
devil  I  it  ia  uflen  tb«  uuly  firatificatLun  he  ever  tu£te«  in  thii 
world  1 

GocKLorr  Haij,  is  t 
rather  the  ]>ikl('riiiil  n 
Beads  forth  ^Iiole  coloii 
dar  whimsicMllj-  Oenom 
leaet  as  mucl.  [nicli  iw  i 
&  swarm  has  it  jtroiliiccc 


rc«deace  of  the  family,  ur 
uh,  like  the  mollicr  couiitrr, 
th«  face  of  the  eartli.  Pin- 
rHinily  hivo  I  and  thcrv  m  at 
f  conidu'i  epilhtt ;  for  many 
recolloct  wbothw  I  hare  at 
niiy  lli.i..  ii.riili..i»r)  1..  ii.y  r.-;i.l<Ts,  for  I  sd.lom  U.k  l.ark  on 
wlmt  I  hAV^  wvhU-u.  llial  iIil'  f.-rlilily  uf  tlio  L\ickl,)ri.s  is  pro- 
v.Tl.iiil.  Till-  fi-imilu  MLviiihiTS  of  tin;  nmiily  arc  most  iucroiiilily 
fruitful  ;  iiM.l  to  usn  a  rnv-rili:  j-linisc  of  ..Id  Cucklofl,  who  is 
(■x.'1-s.-.ivuly  iiiliiiit.'d  to  Imi'k-itiiimDii,  tlifv  sclihmi  fail  -  to  tliro»- 
(iouIjU'ts  L-vry  time."     I   mvs.lf  luivi;  kiu>H  ii  lliri'O  or  four  vi-ry 

th.':-..'  .■..j.ital  limil.  vs  ;  li,.;ivi>ii  siiiii.'d  U],.m  llifir  imioii,  lunl  on- 
rii-lju.llliciu  Hilli  ii  Jiuinvroijs  iiiiil  hoj-.-riil  ofTspriug— »(io  lat 
llii'Mi  <.iit  .ird'inrs. 

jlut  to  ivturii  lo  ll),-  lliill.  It  is  plirtsfliilly  Kitiiat.d  on  tiie 
i.:iiLk  of  11  swwt  iKistonU  slrciim  ;  not  so  M-dr  t.iivu  ;h  lo  iriviti' 
nil  itiunaiitinri  nf  iill.'  n('c|ii:iiiitaiici',  \v)iu  comi'  to  Icniii^^o  u»-ay 
■  jm  uflrriiooii,  nor  >o  .li,-laut  lis  U,  mA>-v  it  an  alisoliitf  dml  of 
iliarily  ur  fiii'iii!-)ii|i  lo  j.iTronu  lliu  joiiruuy.  It  is  oiif  of  tlio 
oldest  lialijtaii.111.1  in  llii>  loutitry,  ami  was  built  iiy  my  coii^ia 
Clirisi<,[.luT-«  jmiidnillicr.  who  was  also  mine  hy  thu  i.i.iili.rs 
Mill-,  ill  Ids  latUT  liays,  tiifiirm.  as  Uiv  old  ^'I'liikm.m  expriwd 
hiiiiwlf,  "  n  RiHiir  rvtrfiit,  mIrto  lit  iiiL-ant  lu  sit  himself  dowu  in 
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bis  old  days,  and  be  comfortable  for  the  rest  of  his  life."  He 
was  at  this  time  a  few  years  oyer  fourscore  ;  bat  this  was  a 
common  saying  of  his,  with  which  he  asaally  closed  his  airy  spe< 
eolations.  One  wonld  have  thought,  from  the  long  vista  of 
years  throngh  which  he  contemplated  many  of  his  projects,  that 
the  good  man  had  forgot  the  age  of  the  patriarchs  had  long 
since  gone  by,  and  calculated  liriug  a  century  longer  at  least. 
He  was  for  a  considerable  time  in  doubt,  on  the  question  of  roof- 
ing his  honse  with  shingles  or  slates  :  shingles  would  not  last 
above  thirty  years  I  but  then  they  were  much  cheaper  than 
slates.  He  settled  the  matter  by  a  kind  of  compromise,  and 
determined  to  build  with  shingles  first ;  **  and  when  they  are 
worn  out,"  said  the  old  gentleman  triumphantly, ''  'twill  be  tune 
enough  to  replace  them  with  more  durable  materials  I''  But 
his  contemplated  improvements  surpassed  everything ;  and 
scarcely  had  he  a  roof  over  his  head,  when  he  discovered  a  thou- 
sand things  to  be  arranged  before  he  could  *'  sit  down  comfort- 
ably." In  the  first  place,  every  tree  and  bush  on  the  place  was 
cut  down  or  grubbed  up  by  the  roots,  because  they  were  not 
placed  to  his  mind  ;  and  a  vast  qus^tity  of  oaks,  chestnuts,  and 
elms,  set  out  in  clumps,  and  rows,  and  labyrinths,  which,  he  ob- 
served, in  about  five-and-twenty  or  thirty  years  at  most,  would 
yield  a  very  tolerable  shade,  and,  moreover,  would  shut  out  all 
the  surrounding  country ;  for  he  was  determined,  he  said,  to 
have  all  his  views  on  his  own  land,  and  be  beholden  to  no  man 
for  a  prospect.  This,  my  learned  readers  will  perceive,  was 
something  very  like  the  idea  of  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  who  gave  as 
a  reason  for  preferring  one  of  his  seats  above  all  the  others, 
"  that  all  the  ground  within  view  of  it  was  his  own  f  now, 
whether  my  grandfather  ever  heard  of  the  Medici,  is  more  than 
I  can  say  ;  I  rather  think,  however,  from  the  characteristic  otv 
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ginalitjr  of  the  CocklofU,  tbat  it  was  »  Mlilm-wbom  of  Uai 
li^ettuig.    Anotber  odil  uotiua  or  tLi>  old  gcuilfnnait, 
blow  up  a  large  bed  of  rocks,  for- the  |iurp(iee  of  tunng  ft 
pom),  although  the  nvtn  ran  at  about  noe  hundnirf  vank 
taucN!  from  the  hoa«e,  and  was  well  Bturtd  with  (Lib 
was  nothing,  he  said,  like  having  things  to  one's  sclt     So  at 
be  went  with  all  the  ardor  nf  a  [irojcctor,  who  has  just  bit  apm 
some  splendid  and  Qscle.oi  whim-wliam.     As  be  provwdfil,  bk 
TieWB  enlarged  ;  he  wunld  have  a  summer-house  built  «i  tiv 
margin  of  the  iish-[xind  ;  lie  would  have  it  smTonndtMl  witb  ttna 
and  willows  ;  and  be  woal<l  have  a  cellar  dug  nudcr  it,  fur 
incomprehensible  purpose,  which  remains  a  secret  to  tUs 


1 


•  The  writer  of  tlie  remlnwcenco,  whom  we  law  *lr««Ij  ciieJ 
pravioiu  mention  of  Cockiort  IlaQ,  llr.  W.  A.  WliiMhcad.  of  N'mrt. 
deicribei  the  recent  oonilition  of  Ihe  suDimer-liouac,  *'Tbe  old  mig,' 
irho  serres  the  purpOM  of  Ihe  namtor,  "  Kiglieil  tni  turned  avij  iu 
liaad,  while  he  led  the  wav  la  a  small  bujldinf  ManiUn^  nvl  br  fraa  tt' 
liver'a  brink,  and  Doar  an  anilicial  ba«in  or  pond,  into  whicli,  ■*  A*  tk> 
wia  full,  the  Paasaic  was  pouring  somo  of  ila  mrjiliu  wal*n  j^—c*  ' 
narrow  sluice.  It  waa  octagonal  in  ihapr,  about  cighUnsn  fort  ia  dbb-' 
ter,  containing  ontj  one  apartment,  with  a  door  fatrlng  the  river  oa  <-' 
eut,  and  having  wiiidows  opening  toward  each  of  the  aOurt  limtfri- 
tial  poials.  It  was  built  of  aloiM,  and  had  baen  originaHf  ■lalhi 
hoarded,  although  most  of  the  boards  tud  falica  off.  It  bad  tiMw*) 
been  conatructed  with  ^^eat  care,  being  ftdly  jilii»t«i<<  wllUa.  lal 
papered,  having  an  ornanicutal  eontice  and  cliur-board,  an  ■wh»d  tt"' 
wa;,  and  cut  eione  Bl«ps :  all  indicating  a  ftMldioiuDen  of  B^A  >•) 
ordinnriljr  found  elsewhere  tlian  in  duclllnes ;  but  It  wa«  far  gon*  MnH 
utter  ruin,  the  window  sashes  being  all  out,  the  door  gone,  and  tlw  ■■>■ 
luted  wood-work  showing  it  to  be  the  re>>ort  0017  of  the  idle  anJ  iW 
vieious.     On  looking  lo  m  j  companion  for  an  explanaiioa,  h*  aid : 

"*  Till*,  sir.  was  the  Cockloft  stunnwr-hnose,  antt  this  tb*  iAf^ 
wbicb  Irving  ni«ni.\»)u4  w\w\i  K'-^ti*  **  v«^*"*  ol  the 
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•'  In  a  few  years,'*  he  observed,  "  it  woald  be  a  delightful  piece 
of  wood  and  water,  where  he  might  ramble  on  a  summer's  noon, 
smoke  his  pipe,  and  enjoy  himself  in  his  old  days  •/'  thrice  hon- 
est old  soul  I — he  died  of  an  apoplexy  in  his  ninetieth  year,  just 
as  he  had  b^un  to  blow  np  the  fish-pond. 

Let  no  one  ridicule  the  whim-whams  of  my  grandfather.  If^ 
and  of  thus  there  is  no  doubt,  for  wise  men  have  said  it — if  life  bo 
bat  a  dream,  happy  is  he  who  can  make  the  most  of  the  illusion. 

Since  my  grandfather's  death,  the  hall  has  passed  through  the 
hands  of  a  succession  of  true  old  cavaliers,  hke  himself,  who  glo- 
ried in  observing  the  golden  rules  of  hospitality  ;  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  Cockloft  principle,  consists  in  giving  a  guest  the  tree' 
dom  of  the  house,  cramming  him  with  beef  and  pudding,  and,  if 

Ton  may  remember  the  passage,  "  an  odd  notion  of  the  old  gentleman 
was  to  blow  up  a  large  bed  of  rocks  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  fish-pond, 
although  the  river  run  at  about  one  hundred  yards*  distance  from  the 
boose,  and  was  well  stored  with  fish :  but  there  was  nothing,  he  said, 
like  having  things  to  one's  self.  And  he  would  have  a  summer-house 
boilt  on  the  margin  of  the  fish-pond ;  he  would  have  it  surrounded  with 
elms  and  willows ;  and  ho  would  have  a  cellar  dug  under  it,  for  some  in- 
comprehensible purpose,  which  remains  a  secret  to  this  day/'  As  I 
remember  it,  in  the  days  of  youth,*  continued  my  aged  friend,  *  with  its 
window  seats  and  lockers,  I  think  it  requires  no  "  Will  Wizard  **  to  solve 
the  mystery  of  the  cellar,  but  that  there  the  bottles  were  kept  that  were 
wont  to  surrender  their  exhilarating  contents  at  the  summons  of  the 
occapants  of  the  comfortable  apartment  above.* 

*^  As  I  commented  on  the  peculiar  position  of  the  building,  my  com* 
panion  remarked : 

** '  Here,  too,  yon  see  an  illustration  of  a  peculiarity  of  the  elder  '*  Cock- 
loft.** *'  He  was  determined,**  says  Irving,  '*  to  have  all  his  views  on  his 
own  land,  and  be  beholden  to  no  man  for  a  prospect.**  So  he  placed, 
yon  see,  the  door  of  his  summer-house  on  the  side  toward  the  water, 
whUe  the  windows  all  look  inland.*  *' 
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pOKfiilile,  laying  Iiim  under  the  table  vith  prime  port,  ( 
LnQtloD  partimlar.  The  utiufflon  appcara  to  hare  l»wn  t 
crated  to  the  jolly  god,  tind  teetue  A-ith  momimeiita  sacred<| 
conviviality.  Every  chest  of  drawtrs,  clothfs-pri^  ami  ( 
not,  ia  decorated  with  eiiormoia  Chiiia  pimch-bowla,  which  I 
Cockloft  lias  paraded  with  much  ostcntatioo,  partieularlj  b  Ij 
favorite  red  daniusk  bed-chamber,  in  which  a  projector  n 
with  great  BatisTaction,  practise  his  experiments  on  fleets,  d 
bells,  and  eabmarine  boats. 

I  have  before  mentioued  Consiu  Christopher's  profomid  viiw 
ration  Tor  antique  farnitare  ;  in  cobsequcnce  of  which  lh«  vU 
bull  is  famished  la  much  the  sano  style  with  the  house  in  ton. 
Old-fushioned  bedsteads,  with  high  testers ;  massy  cluthc»{>n«M, 
Blanilirig  most  laujestically  ou  eagles'  claws,  and  ornamented  villi 
a  profusion  of  sliining  brass  handles,  clasps,  and  hinged ;  sod 
oroand  the  grand  parlor  are  solemnly  amingcd  a  set  of  high- 
backed,  leather-bottomed,  tuossy  mahogany  chairs,  that  a]«an 
remind  me  of  the  formal  long-waisted  belles,  who  flour^ed  iu 
stays  and  buckram,  almut  the  time  they  were  in  fashion. 

If  I  may  judge  from  their  height,  it  was  not  the  fashion  f-i; 
gentlemen  in  those  days  to  loll  over  the  back  of  a  lady's  cltiL^r 
and  whisper  iu  her  ear  what — uiglit  be  as  well  spoken  aloinl . 
at  least,  they  must  liuvc  been  Patagoniaus  to  buw  cITn-lnl  it. 
Will  Wizard  declares,  that  ho  saw  a  Uttle  fat  QermaD  galltfi 
attempt  once  to  whisiier  Miss  Barbara  Cctcktoft  in  this  muoiT, 
Init  bciAg  nuluckily  caught  by  the  chin,  he  dangled  and  IJeknl 
about  for  half  a  minute,  before  he  could  finti  ttrra  flmuk— tml 
Will  is  much  addicted  to  liyitcrbole,  by  reason  of  his  baring  bcra 
a  great  traveller. 

lint  what  the  Cocklofts  most  especially  prido  themsdra  vfM, 
is  t\ic  poe£csa\(ia  »^  ^u^^TuV  ^'oautj  i^rtraits,  whidi  cxUM  ■ 
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honest  a  set  of  square,  portly,  well-fed  looking  gentlemen  and 
gentlewomen,  as  ever  grew  and  flourished  under  the  pencil  of  a 
Dutch  painter.  Old  Christopher,  who  is  a  complete  genealogist, 
has  a  story  to  tell  of  each,  and  dilates  with  copious  eloquence 
on  the  great  services  of  the  general  in  large  sleeves,  during  the 
dd  French  war  ;  and  on  the  piety  of  the  lady  in  blue  velvet, 
who  so  attentively  peruses  her  book,  and  was  once  so  celebrated 
for  a  beautiful  arm  ;  but,  much  as  I  reverence  my  illustrious  an* 
cestors,  I  find  little  to  admire  in  their  biography,  except  my 
cousin's  excellent  memory  ;  wliich  is  most  provokingly  retentive 
of  every  uninteresting  particular. 

My  allotted  chamber  in  the  hall  is  the  same  that  was  occupied 
in  days  of  yore  by  my  honored  uncle  John.  The  room  exhibits 
many  memorials  which  recall  to  my  remembrance  the  solid  excel- 
lence and  amiable  eccentricities  of  that  gallant  old  lad.  Over 
the  mantel-piece  hangs  the  portrait  of  a  young  lady  dressed  in  a 
flaring,  long-waisted,  blue  silk  gown  ;  be-flowered,  and  be-furbc- 
lowed,  and  be-cnffed,  in  a  most  abundant  manner  ;  she  holds  in 
one  hand  a  book,  which  she  very  complaisantly  neglects,  to  turn 
and  smile  on  the  spectator  ;  in  the  other  a  flower,  which  I  hope, 
for  the  honor  of  dame  nature,  was  the  sole  production  of  the 
painter's  imagination  ;  and  a  little  behind  her  is  something  tied 
to  a  blue  riband,  but  whether  a  little  dog,  a  monkey,  or  a 
pigeon,  must  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  future  commentators. 
This  little  damsel,  tradition  says,  was  my  uncle  John's  third 
flame  ;  and  he  would  infallibly  have  run  away  with  her,  could 
he  have  persuaded  her  into  the  measure  ;  but  at  that  time  ladies 

• 

were  not  quite  so  easily  run  away  with  as  Columbine  ;  and  my 
uncle  failing  in  the  point,  took  a  lucky  thought,  and  with  great 
gallantry  ran  off  with  her  picture,  which  he  conveyed  in  triumph 
to  Cockloft  Hall,  and  hung  up  in  his  bed-chamber  as  a  mouu? 
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mcnt  of  bis  enturpri^i^  spirit.  The  old  gcatleman  pviiltd  Mifr 
fiolf  mightily  ou  this  chiTalric  mancenvre  ;  alvays  cl)tickle<),  and 
polled  np  bis  stock  when  be  contemplated  the  picture,  aod  a 
related  the  exploit  witboat  winding  op  with — "  I  might,  i 
huvc  rarried  off  the  original,  bad  1  chose  to  dangrle  a  little  \ 
ger  after  her  chariot-wheels  ;  for,  to  do  the  girl  jusiiee,  I  b 
she  bad  a  liking  for  pe  ;  bat  I  always  scorned  to  coax,  my  M 
— alwnys — 'twas  my  way."  My  nncle  John  vrag  of  n 
t«Di)crameDt  ;  I  woold  give  balf  I  am  worth  for  bis  talent  i 
self-coQsolation . 

The  Miss  Cocklofts  bare  made  eeveral  spirited  attempts  H 
introdncc  modern  fiimitare  into  the  Hull,  bnt  with  very  inillf- 
ferent  snccess.  Modem  style  bas  always  be«ii  an  otgoct  of  gna 
annoyance  to  honest  Christopher,  and  is  ever  trrated  bj  hi 
with  sovereign  contempt,  as  an  upstart  intmder.  It  is  a  e 
moa  observation  of  bis,  that  your  old-fashioned,  substantial  I 
niture  bes^aks  the  respectability  of  one's  ancestors,  and  indicstM~ 
that  the  family  lias  been  used  to  boUl  np  its  bead  fur  more  tbsa 
the  present  generation  ;  whereas  the  IVagile  appeudagn  rf 
modern  style  seemed  to  be  emblems  of  masbroom  gentility,  and, 
to  his  mind,  predicted  that  the  family  dignity  will  molder  awif 
and  vanish  with  Its  transient  finery.  The  same  whim-whl 
makes  him  averse  to  baring  his  boose  surrounded  with  p 
which  he  stigmatizes  es  mere  upstarts,  jnst  fit  to  omaraent  1 
sliinglc  palaces  of  modem  gentry,  and  characteristic  of  the  a 
biishnients  they  decorate.  Indeed,  so  far  doM  he  carry  his  n 
ration  for  antique  trumpery,  that  he  can  scarcely  see  tbe  ^ 
bmshed  from  its  restuig-placo  on  the  old-hshioned  testers,  ar~i  | 
grey-bearded  spider  disloilged  from  its  ancient  inberitonce,  witb- 
OQt  groaning  ;  and  I  once  saw  him  in  a  transport  of  n 
Jeremy's  tnucVXvi^  ioiixv  a  ^asi-iifKraus,  martin-coop  i 
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niB-ball,  which  had  been  set  np  in  the  latter  days  of  my  grand- 
father.  Another  object  of  his  peculiar  affection  is  an  old  Eng- 
lish cherry-tree,  which  leans  against  the  comer  of  the  Hall ;  and 
whether  the  house  supports  it,  or  it  supports  the  house,  would 
be,  I  believe,  a  question  of  some  difficulty  to  decide.  It  is  held 
sacred  by  friend  Christopher  because  he  planted  and  reared  it 
himself,  and  had  once  well-nigh  broken  his  neck  by  a  fall  from  one 
of  its  branches.  This  is  one  of  his  favorite  stories,  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  that  if  the  tree  was  out  of  the  way,  the  old 
gentleman  would  forget  the  whole  affair — which  would  be  a 
great  pity.  The  okl  tree  has  long  since  ceased  bearing,  and  is 
exceedingly  infirm  ;  every  tempest  robs  it  of  a  limb  ;  and  one 
would  suppose  from  the  lamentations  of  my  old  friend,  on  such 
occasions,  that  he  had  lost  one  of  his  own.  He  often  contem- 
plates it  in  a  half-melancholy,  half-moralizing  humor — ''to- 
gether," he  says, "  have  we  flourished,  and  together  shall  we 
wither  away  ;  a  few  years,  and  both  our  heads  will  be  laid  low, 
and,  perhaps,  my  mouldering  bones  may,  one  day  or  other,  min- 
gle with  the  dust  of  the  tree  I  have  planted  .|'  He  often  fan- 
cies, he  says,  that  it  rejoices  to  see  him  when  he  revisits  the  Hall, 
and  that  its  leaves  assume  a  brighter  verdure,  as  if  to  welcome 
his  arrival.  How  whhnsically  are  our  tenderest  feelings  assailed  I 
At  one  time  the  old  tree  had  obtruded  a  withered  branch  before 
Miss  Barbara's  window,  and  she  desired  her  father  to  order  the 
gardener  to  saw  it  off.  I  shall  never  forget  the  old  man's  an* 
iwer,  and  the  look  that  accompanied  it.  "  What,"  cried  he, 
**  lop  off  the  limbs  of  my  cherry-tree  in  its  old  age  ?  Why  do 
you  not  cut  off  the  grey  locks  of  your  poor  old  father  ?" 

Do  my  readers  yawn  at  this  long  family  detail  7  They  are 
welcome  to  throw  down  our  work,  and  never  resume  it  again.  I 
have  no  care  for  such  ungratified  spirits,  and  will  not  throw 
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awfiy  a  thonght  on  ono  of  tlicm.  Full  often  bare  I  o 
to  their  amuscmcDt,  and  hnve  not  I  a  righl,  for  onL-e,  to  consult 
my  own  7  Who  is  there  that  docs  not  fondly  turn,  nt  times,  tn 
linger  runiid  those  scenes  which  were  once  the  hauut  of  hU  Imh- 
hood,  crc  hia  heart  grew  heavy  and  his  head  waxed  grey  ;  ai"J 
to  dwell  with  fond  affection  on  Uie  frii!nds  who  have  twinnl 
thomselTea  round  his  heart — mingled  in  all  hJa  enjoyineuU— c«i- 
tribnted  to  all  his  feUeities  ?  If  there  be  any,  who  cannot  rrlid 
these  enjoyments,  let  them  desptur  ;  for  they  hare  tioni  m  mliil 
in  their  intercourse  with  the  world,  as  to  be  iuca[iatilu  of  twtin; 
some  of  the  pnrest  pleasures  that  eurvivo  tho  happy  period  d 
yonth. 

To  such  OS  have  not  yet  lost  the  niraL  feeling,  I  eildress  thn 
simple  family  |>icturo  ;  and  in  the  honest  sincerity  of  a  nra 
heart,  I  invite  them  lo  turn  aside  from  hustle,  cam,  and  toil,  t ' 
tarry  ivith  me  for  a  season,  iu  the  hospitable  mansion  of  ti" 
Cocklofts.  ^ 


[I  WAS  really  apprchensire,  on  reading  the  following  eDnsoii  ' 
Will  Wizard,  that  he  still  retained  that  pestilent  hankeriug  ni'' 
pn«8  of  which  we  lately  conricted  him.  Uc,  however,  dcclur' 
that  he  is  fully  anthurizcd  by  the  example  of  Die  most  popiil.^- 
rritics  and  wits  of  the  present  age,  whose  manner  and  mattrr  h- 
has  eJosely,  and  ho  flatters  himself  successfully,  coined  iu  ii- 
EuljsequcQt  essay.] 
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THEATRICAL  INTELLIGENOK 

BT  WILLIAM  WIZABD,   B8Q. 

THE  nncommon  healthiness  of  the  season,  occasioned,  an 
several  learned  physicians  assure  me,  by  the  universal  pre- 
valence of  the  influenza,  has  encouraged  the.  chieftain  of  our 
dramatic  corps  to  marshal  his  forces,  and  to  commence  the  cam- 
paign at  a  much  earlier  day  than  usual.  He  has  been  induced 
to  take  the  field,  thus  suddenly,  I  am  told,  by  the  invasion  of 
certain  foreign  marauders,  who  pitched  their  tents  at  Yauxhall 
Garden  during  the  warm  months  ;  and  taking  advantage  of  his 
army  being  disbanded  and  dispersed  in  summer  quarters,  com- 
mitted sad  depredations  upon  the  borders  of  his  territories,  car- 
rying off  a  considerable  portion  of  his  winter  harvest,  and  mur- 
dering some  of  his  most  distinguished  characters. 

It  is  true,  these  hardy  invaders  have  been  reduced  to  great 
extremity  by  the  late  heavy  rains,  which  injured  and  destroyed 
much  of  their  camp  equipage,  besides  spoiling  the  best  part  of 
their  wardrobe.  Two  cities,  a  triumphal  car,  and  a  new  moon 
for  Cinderella,  together  with  the  barber's  boy  who  was  employed 
every  night  to  powder  and  make  it  shine  white,  have  been  en- 
tirely  washed  away,  and  the  sea  has  become  very  wet  and  moldy; 
insomuch  that  great  apprehensions  are  entertained  that  it  will 
never  be  dry  enough  for  use.  Add  to  this  the  noble  county 
Paris  had  the  misfortune  to  tear  his  corduroy  breeches,  in  the 
scuffle  with  Romeo,  by  reason  of  the  tomb  being  very  wet,  which 
occasioned  him  to  slip  ;  and  he  and  his  noble  rival  possessing  but 
one  pair  of  satin  ones  between  them,  were  reduced  to  consider- 
able shifts  to  keep  up  the  dignity  of  their  respective  houses.    In 
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iiitclli'-'i'iit  nrrliitivl,  cvrii  ilu-  firfnt  Sir  Cliristi.|ih(T  Wren,  to 
uii.|.T.-laiul.  I  luid  jiiiiil.h'd  n.riiiu.-s.  iiii.i  pilnsttT^,  ftii.i  pill.ir>, 
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toirctliiT  liy  lIu-  I'liis,  ill  onicr  to  w<irl;  out  a  Rn1isf;u(ory  dt-^ 
cri|itioii  ;  lait  tlif  iii;nuij.'i'r  liaviiij:  sont  mi'  n  [lolitonnte  r<'(|iii!-t- 
iii^^  lliiit  I  ttoiild  not  tako  oir  tlie  sliarp  cdj.'r,  ns  he  wliiiiisi.-nlly 
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nnipts  of  liis  liouM-,  I  liiivu  winiiijrly  wiiM'iitcd  to  oblijre  liim, 
Olid  hiivo  left  my  d-'siTiptioii  iit  tl.L-  storL-  of  our  puUislitT.  wlun; 
uiiy  |n-rwiii  iii.iy  sco  i( — proviilrd  lu'  n|i|ilics  at  n  proper  hour. 
1  ua )L  ivIVuiu   hvrv  IVoiii  giviii'' vuiit  to  tlif  .cntisfuctiou  I 
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received  from  the  excellent  performances  of  the  different  actors, 
one  and  all  ;  and  particolarly  the  gentlemen  who  shifted  the 
scenes,  who  acquitted  themselves  throughout  with  great  celerity, 
dignity,  pathos,  and  effect.  Nor  must  I  pass  over  the  peculiar 
merits  of  my  friend  John,  who  gallanted  off  the  chairs  and  tables 
in  the  most  dignified  and  circumspect  manner.  Indeed,  I  have 
had  frequent  occasion  to  applaud  the  correctness  with  which  this 
gentleman  fulfills  the  parts  allotted  him,  and  consider  him  as  one 
of  the  best  general  performers  in  the  company.  My  friend,  the 
cockney,  found  conisiderable  £&ult  with  the  manner  in  which  John 
shoved  a  huge  rock  from  behind  the  scenes  ;  maintaining  that 
he  should  have  put  his  left  foot  forward,  and  pushed  it  with  his 
right  hand,  that  bemg  the  method  practised  by  his  contem- 
poraries of  the  royal  theatres,  and  universally  approved  by  their 
best  critics.  He  also  took  exception  to  John's  coat,  which  he 
pronounced  too  short  by  a  foot  at  least,  particularly  when  he 
turned  his  back  to  the  company.  But  I  look  upon  these  objec- 
tions in  the  same  light  as  new  readings,  and  insist  that  John 
shall  be  allowed  to  manoBuvre  his  chairs  and  tables,  shove  his 
rocks,  and  wear  his  skirts  in  that  style  which  his  genius  best 
affects.  My  hopes  in  the  rising  merit  of  this  favorite  actor 
daily  increase  ;  and  I  would  hint  to  the  manager  the  propriety 
of  giving  him  a  benefit,  advertishig  in  the  usual  style  of  play- 
bills, as  a  "springe  to  catch  woodcocks,"  that,  between  the 
play  and  farce,  John  will  icake  a  bow — for  that  night  only  I 

I  am  told  that  no  pains  have  been  spared  to  make  the  exhibi- 
tions of  this  season  as  splendid  as  possible.  Several  expert  rat- 
catchers have  been  sent  into  different  parts  of  the  country  to 
catch  white  mice  for  the  grand  pantomime  of  Cinderella.  A 
nest  full  of  little  squab  Cupids  have  been  taken  m  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Communipaw  ;  they  are  as  yet  but  half  fledged,  of  the 
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NO.  XV.— TUURSDAY,  OCTOBER  1,  1807. 

SKETCHES  FROM  NATURE. 

BY  ANTHONY  BYEBOBEEN,  GENT. 

THE  brisk  northwesters,  which  prevailed  not  long  since,  had 
a  powerful  effect  in  arresting  the  progress  of  belles,  beaux, 
and  wild  pigeons  in  their  fashionable  northern  tour,  and  turning 
them  back  to  the  more  balmy  region  of  the  south.  Among  the 
rest,  I  was  encountered,  full  butt,  by  a  blast  which  set  my  teeth 
chattering,  just  as  I  doubled  one  of  the  frowning  bluffs  of  the 
Mohawk  Mountains,  in  my  route  to  Niagara,  and  facing  about 
incontinently,  I  forthwith  scud  before  the  wind,  and  a  few  days 
since  arrived  at  my  old  quarters  in  New  York.  My  first  care, 
on  returning  from  so  long  an  absence,  was  to  visit  the  worthy 
family  of  the  Cocklofts,  whom  I  found  safe  burrowed  in  their 
country  mansion.  On  inquiring  for  my  highly-respected  coad- 
jutor, Langstaff,  I  learned  with  great  concern  that  he  had 
relapsed  into  one  of  his  eccentric  fits  of  the  spleen,  ever  since  the 
era  of  a  turtle  dinner  given  by  old  Cockloft  to  some  of  the 
neighboring  squires,  wherein  the  old  gentleman  had  achieved 
a  glorious  victory  in  laying  honest  Launoelot  fairly  under  the 
table.  Langstaff,  although  fond  of  the  social  board  and  cheerful 
glass,  yet  abominates  any  eiLcess,  and  has  an  invincible  aver- 
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Bion  to  getting  mellow,  coosuleririg  it  a  vilful  ontngs  on  i 
Baiictit;  of  imperial  mind,  a  Gtnselvss  abuse  of  the  but!}-,  nitd 
nnpui'doDablG,  Ix-faugc  b.  voluntary,  prostrntioa  of  lioth  mem 
and  persooal  dignity.  I  have  heard  liim  moralize  on  the  a 
ject,  ia  a  style  tbat  would  do  bonor  to  Michael  Cossio 
but  I  iK'lieve,  if  the  truth  were  known,  this  antipathy  rather 
fWim  hie  haviug,  as  the  phrase  is,  but  a  weak  head,  and  m 
BO  extremely  sensitive,  that  he  is  sure  to  suffer  severely  from 
frolii?,  and  wiU  grouu  aud  make  resolutions  against  it  for 
week  afterward.  lie  therefore  took  this  waggish  explmt 
old  Cliristopiier's,  aud  the  consequent  quimng  wliicli  lie  und 
vent,  in  high  dudgeon  ;  had  kept  aloof  from  company  for  a  It: 
night,  and  appeared  to  be  meditating  some  deep  plan  of  reUl 
tion  upon  bis  mischievous  old  crony.  He  had,  however,  fori 
last  day  or  two,  shown  some  symptoms  of  conralesccuM :  h 
listened,  without  more  than  half  a  dozen  twitches  ofimpatkni 
to  ono  of  Christopher's  unconscionable  long  stories,  and  t 
was  Been  to  smile,  for  the  one  hundred  and  thirtieth  time,  ■ 
venerable  joke  originally  borrowed  from  Joe  Miller,  but  idi 
by  dint  of  long  occupancy,  and  frequent  repetition,  the 
gentleman  now  firmly  believes  happened  to  himself  somowl 
in  New  England. 

As  I  am  well  acquainted  with  Lanncelofs  haunts,  I  i 
fiiund  him  out.  He  was  lolling  on  his  favorite  bench,  rv 
conxtnieted  at  the  foot  of  an  old  tree,  which  is  full  of  IkntAsI 
twists,  and  with  its  spreading  branches  forms  a  canopy  of  li 
riant  fuhage.  This  tree  is  a  kind  of  chronicle  of  the  sht^t  rn 
of  his  unelc  John's  mistresses ;  and  its  trunk  is  sordy  vonnd 
with  carvings  of  tme  lovers'  knots,  hearts,  dart^  names,  ud 
inscriptions ! — fruil  memorials  of  the  variety  of  tlie  fair 
who  LajitiTuted  the  wandering  fancy  of  that  old  cavalier  in 
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days  of  his  jonthfal  romance.  Lanncelot  holds  this  tree  in 
particolar  regard,  as  he  does  everything  else  connected  with  the 
memory  of  his  good  nncle  John.  He  was  recliniDg,  in  one  of 
his  usnal  brown  studies,  against  its  trunk,  and  gazing  pensively 
upon  the  river  that  glided  just  by,  washing  the  drooping 
branches  of  the  dwarf  willows  that  fringed  its  bank.  My 
i^pearance  roused  him  ;  ho  grasped  my  hand  with  his  usual 
warmth,  and  with  a  tremulous  but  close  pressure,  which  spoke 
that  his  heart  entered  into  the  salutation.  After  a  number  of 
affectionate  inquiries  and  felicitations,  such  as  friendship,  not 
form,  dictated,  he  seemed  to  relapse  into  his  former  flow  of 
thought,  and  to  resume  the  chain  of  ideas  my  appearance  had 
broken  for  a  moment. 

"  I  was  reflecting,"  said  he,  "  my  dear  Anthony,  upon  some 
observations  I  made  in  our  last  number ;  and  considering 
whether  the  sight  of  objects  once  dear  to  the  affections,  or  of 
scenes  where  we  have  passed  different  happy  periods  of  early 
life,  really  occasions  most  enjoyment  or  most  regret.  Rcncwuig 
oar  acquaintance  with  well-known  but  long  separated  objects, 
revives,  it  is  true,  the  recollection  of  former  pleasures,  and 
touches  the  tenderest  feelings  of  the  heart ;  as  the  flavor  of  a 
delicious  beverage  will  remain  upon  the  palate  long  after  the 
cup  has  parted  from  the  lips.  But  on  the  other  hand,  my  friend, 
these  same  objects  are  too  apt  to  awaken  us  to  a  keener  recol- 
lection of  what  we  were,  when  they  once  delighted  us  ;  and  to 
provoke  a  mortifying  and  melancholy  contrast  with  what  we  are 
at  present.  They  act,  in  a  manner,  as  milestones  of  existence, 
showing  us  how  far  we  have  travelled  in  the  journey  of  life — 
how  much  of  our  weary  but  fascinating  pilgrimage  is  accom- 
plished. I  look  round  me,  and  my  eye  fondly  recognizes  the 
fields  I  once  sported  over,  the  river  in  w\iic\i  1  once  «^wsi,  ^\A 
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the  orchard  I  iulrt'iniHy  lobbod  in  the  halcyon  days  of  boyhood 
The  fields  fere  etill  grmn,  Um  river  titiU  rolls  naalumd  and 
undiniinuhed.  mul  llic  ordiftnl  U  still  flouriifaiag  nad  (hiitfal ; — 
it  is  I  only  uiu  c-baDnred.    The  thongbtlesa  flow  of  iuail-i^|i 
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k)um' ;i  iiiuii  wli.>.H' iitiiiiial  »|iiriistli.  ii»ult  liiiii  with  mm- jill- 
irifrs,  iihci  cijciurtrics,  uml  sIi|>jH.Ty  tiii'ks.  Ill  tlii'^^c  tuimtls  he  is 
iiftrii  vi^itl■.l  l.y  a  ivliiiii-wiuitii  wlii.Oi  111-  ituliiliTM  in  eomiiion 
with  tin-  CiK'klufts,  It  is  tliiit  of  l<K-kiii-  hiifk  with  rcpivi,  cmi- 
jiiriii.u'  11(1  the  [iliiiiitoiiis  uf  fr<"ji.i  old  timt's,  and  dwkiiig  tlii'iii 
out  ill  iiiiufriiiiirv  liinTV,  with  ihv  sjioils  of  bis  fjiiicy  ;  iikc  n  gixiii 
htiiy  ni<Ui>v,  rvj,'nttiiig  llie  K.s,s  of  tlif  "].oor  dear  man  ;"  for 
wJiiiNi,  viliik  liviji^'-.>h.>  caivii  not  ii  rush.  I  have  st-L-n  him  and 
I'iniJar,  iiiid  old  tWklufi,  uniusc  thcnisdv-'s  ovi-r  a  bottle  willi 
lli..ir  yoiilliriil  day:^,  until  by  the  time  tliey  had  hwoiiie  whiit  i:i 
trTliicd  iii«rr\,  \\wj  wtvn  WwiiiviA "siwi-fiWii  beings  in  uiListt'Uec 
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In  a  similar  humor  was  Lanncelot  at  present,  and  I  knew  the 
only  way  was  to  let  him  moralize  himself  out  of  it. 

Oar  ramble  was  soon  interrupted  by  the  appearance  of  a  per- 
sonage of  no  little  importance  at  Cockloft  Hall — ^for,  to  let  my 
readers  into  a  family  secret,  friend  Christopher  is  notoriously 
henpecked  by  an  old  negro,  who  has  whitened  on  the  place  ;  and 
is  his  master,  almanac,  and  counsellor.  My  readers,  if  haply 
they  hate  sojourned  in  the  country,  and  become  conversant  in 
rural  manners,  must  have  observed,  that  there  is  scarce  a  little 
handet  but  has  one  of  these  old  weather-beaten  wisacres  of 
negroes,  who  ranks  among  the  great  characters  of  the  place. 
He  is  always  resorted  to  as  an  oracle  to  resolve  any  question 
about  the  weather,  fishing,  shooting,  farming,  and  horse-doctor- 
ing ;  and  on  such  occasions  will  slouch  his  remnant  of  a  hat  on 
one  side,  fold  his  arms,  roll  his  white  eyes  and  examine  the  sky, 
with  a  look  as  knowing  as  Peter  Pindar's  magpie  when  peeping 
into  a  marrow-bone.  Such  a  sage  curmudgeon  is  old  Caesar, 
who  acts  as  friend  Cockloft's  prime  minister  or  grand  vizier ; 
assumes,  when  abroad,  his  master's  style  and  title  ;  to  wit. 
Squire  Cockloft ;  and  is,  in  effect,  absolute  lord  and  ruler  of  the 
soil 

As  he  passed  us,  he  pulled  off  his  hat  with  an  air  of  some- 
thing more  than  respect ;  it  partook,  I  thought,  of  affection. 
"  There,  now,  is  another  memento  of  the  kind  I  have  been  notic- 
ing," said  Lanncelot ;  **  Caesar  was  a  bosom  friend  and  chosen 
playmate  of  Cousin  Pindar  and  myself,  when  we  were  boysL 
Never  were  we  so  happy  as  when,  stealing  away  on  a  holiday  to 
the  Hall,  we  ranged  about  the  fields  with  honest  Caesar.  He 
was  particularly  adroit  in  making  onr  quail-traps  and  fishing- 
rods  ;  was  always  the  ring-leader  in  all  the  schemes  of  frolic- 
some mischief  perpetrated  by  the  urchins  of  the  neighborhood  ; 
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conaideredlum-'lf  cu  an  M^mlitT  witk  thr.  best  of  im;  andnukf  ' 
B  h«d  iMttle  hikC"  I    Imi  wilti  licm.  ahamX  the  itirimio  of  tbs  J 
^mhIs  of  ma  ontmrrl,  tir  the  tillr  U>  »  Unfi  noit.     JjIbiiJ'  k  c 
mer  erraing  di  <  I  r^uK-iulfcr  vbea.  haiMled  togfAer  o*  the  aUfa  I 
of  the  Bklldoor,  I'k-^t,  wilb  lu>  itonM  of  ^imta,  goti^a*,  aala 
witches,  woold  j>(tt  ua  a 
ehnrchjard,  ukil  M>1iui7 
ceM  of  time,  h*^'  tK^raIno 
(A  Coosa  Pindar,  wh-no 
coantrj  girb  of  the  iv^ 
ftt  ererf  rmtic  <liiiicv,  ^ 
that  aliTBfs  throDftf^  t 


■pwUiqr 


Ml  pMiple  eref^ 


ndaete  io  tinii 
hncitt;  and  itmue 

li<>^t  or  ?iilrric(ic  imp"  to  we  tii=  month  frrailn- 
iilly  (|j|:ii.-  fr..in  .'^ir  u>  v.a.  witli  ],riii<.-  and  cMiliaiioi,.  at  j^e.iriir 
h-v,-  ii';illy  iiiiL.t.T  I'iri.hir  f.Hitid  it  i.vcr  the  IL.nr,  Ca-?ar  K;iS 
Iiki-»i-i>  111.'  .-li..^.'!!  coiifiiiaiit  mill  si»fi:il  acciit  ..f  PiiiOar  in  all 
his  lovf  iLffiiir-,  until,  i.<  hi>  fvil  ^t,ln^  woiikl  have  it.  on  beiufT 
iii!r..-lr.l  «iilj  tlir  ililiviTv  ..(  a  i^Htic  hiIl..i-.loiix  to  nno  "f  his 
initr.jiis  Mi.Tiliiurt-,  lii'  |.">k  ;in  iiTilmky noliori  t..  .-end  it  to  his 
oH-ii  -^ulil"  iliilfirii-a,  ulm,  iii>t  lK'iii,i:  .ilile  to  read  it,  twk  it  to 
lier  i!ii-rr."  ;  i.rnl  ...  lli.-  uln>lr>  alT:Lir  wn-  lil,.wu.  Piudar  was 
iiriivi]--;i!l_v  ro.i.-t.-il,  an. I  C:i;-ar  di?i'li;irgi'ii  f^ifi/vor  from  his  con- 
l:-l.'ii.-e. 

"  l'u..r  r:,.<^t  !— 1l.-  Iia.^  Tio«-  pro^-ii  oM.  like  his  roan^r  ma.^ 
t.Ts,  1.111  Im^  ..till  riin.uiliers  <,l,l  liines  ;  mid  «ill,  now  and  then, 
HTiiiiid  mr  .if  tln-ni  «,■*  lie  titrlits  nif  to  my  room,  and  linp-rs  a 
lilll<^  «liile  I.,  hid  nie  a  jro.id-iiiirht.  Believe  me,  my  dear 
Kvcjvn.'ti,  the  lioiiesl,  simple  oM  er.'iitiire  has  a  warm  eomer  in 
my  heart  ;  I  don't  see,  f..r  my  part,  wliv  a  iiwiy  mav  nut  like  a 


\iy   llir 


■   tlie-e   l.i- 


leeii.ites  were    emK'<l   ■ 
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had  reached  the  stable,  into  which  we  had  involuntarily  strolled, 
and  found  Csesar  busily  employed  in  rubbing  down  the  horses  ; 
an  office  he  would  not  intrust  to  anybody  else,  having  con- 
tracted an  affection  for  every  beast  in  the  stable,  from  their 
being  descendants  of  the  old  race  of  animals,  his  youthful  con- 
temporaries. Cssar  was  very  particular  in  giving  us  their  pedi- 
grees, together  with  a  panegyric  on  the  swiftness,  bottom, 
blood,  and  spirit  of  their  sires.  From  these  he  digressed  into  a 
variety  of  anecdotes  in  which  Launcclot  bore  a  conspicuous  part, 
and  on  which  the  old  negro  dwelt  with  all  the  garrulity  of  age. 
Honest  Langstaff  stood  leaning  with  his  arm  over  the  back  of 
his  favorite  steed,  old  Killdcer  ;  and  I  could  perceive  he  listened 
to  Cesar's  simple  detafls  with  that  fond  attention  with  which  a 
feeling  mind  will  hang  over  narratives  of  boyish  days.  His  eye 
sparkled  with  animation,  a  glow  of  youthful  fire  stole  across  his 
pale  visage  ;  he  nodded  with  smiling  approbation  at  every  sen- 
tence ;  chuckled  at  every  exploit ;  laughed  heartily  at  the  story 
of  his  once  having  smoked  out  a  country  singing-school  with 
brimstone  and  assafoetida  ;  and  slipping  a  piece  of  money  into 
old  Cesar's  hand  to  buy  himself  a  new  tobacco-box,  he  seized  me 
by  the  arm  and  hurried  out  of  the  stable  brimful  of  good  nature. 
"  Tis  a  pestilent  old  rogue  for  talking,  my  dear  fellow,"  cried  he, 
"but  yon  must  not  find  fault  with  him — the  creature  means 
well."  I  knew  at  the  very  moment  that  he  made  this  apology, 
honest  Cassar  could  not  have  given  him  half  the  satisfaction  had 
he  talked  like  a  Cicero  or  a  Solomon. 

Launcclot  returned  to  the  house  with  me  in  the  best  possible 
humor — ^the  whole  family,  who  in  truth  love  and  honor  him  from 
their  very  souls,  were  delighted  to  see  the  sunbeams  once  more 
play  in  his  countenance.  Every  one  seemed  to  vie  who  should 
talk  the  most,  tell  the  longest  stories,  and  be  most  i^reeable  ; 
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and  Will  Wizard,  who  had  accompanied  me  Ui  my  Tisit, 
as  lie  lighted  \m  cigar — which  had  goue  oat  forty  tirne^  iu 
coarse  of  one  of  hie  oriental  talcs — that  he  had  uot  piuvwd  so 
pleooant  nn  ercniug  since  the  hirthnight  ball  of  the  beaat«ona 
empress  of  Uayti. 


[The  following  essay  was  written  by  my  friend  LangstafT,  in 
one  of  the  paroxysms  of  hia  splenetic  complaint ;  and,  for  augbt 
I  know,  may  have  been  eifectiittl  iu  restoring  him  to  good  hnmor. 
A.  mental  discharge  of  the  kind  has  a  remarkable  tendency  l» 
ward  sweetening  the  temper — and  Lanncelot  is,  at  this 
one  of  the  best-natnred  men  in  existence. 

A.  EvEaGBE£!l. 

ON   GREATNESS. 

L&NOBTAFF,    Esq. 


WE  have  more  than  once,  in  the  course  of  oar  work,  be 
most  jocosely  familiar  with  great  personages  ;  and, 
truth,  treated  them  with  as  little  ceremony,  respect,  and  connde^^ 
ration,  as  if  they  had  been  our  most  partienlar  friends.  Now, 
we  would  not  suffer  the  mortification  of  having  our  rcndera  even 
suspect  as  of  any  intimacy  of  the  kind  ;  assuring  them  we  m 
extremely  choice  in  our  intimates  and  uncommonly  circamspMt 
in  avoiding  connections  with  all  doubtful  characters  ;  partic*>-| 
lariy  pimps,  bailiffs,  lottery-brokers,  chevaliers  of  industry, 
great  men.  The  world,  in  general,  is  pretty  well  aware  of  wfaifc 
is  to  be  understood  by  the  former  classes  of  dehnquents  ;  botMl' 
the  latter  has  never,  I  believe,  been  Sfiecifically  dc&Qrd, 
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we  are  dctennined  to  instrnct  onr  readers  to  the  extent  of  our 
abilities,  and  their  limited  comprehension,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
bere  to  let  them  know  what  we  understand  by  a  great  man. 

First,  therefore,  let  us — editors  and  kings  are  always  plural — 
premise,  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  greatness :  one  conferred 
by  heaven — the  exalted  nobility  of  the  soul — ^the  other,  a  spuri- 
ous distinction,  engendered  by  the  mob  and  lavished  upon  its 
favorites.  The  former  of  these  distinctions  we  have  already  con- 
templated with  reverence  ;  the  latter,  we  will  take  this  opportu- 
nity to  strip  naked  before  our  unenlightened  readers  ;  so  that  if 
by  chance  any  of  them  are  held  in  ignominious  thralldom  by  this 
base  circulation  of  false  coin,  they  may  forthwith  emancipate 
themselves  from  such  inglorious  delusion. 

It  is  a  fictitious  value  given  to  individuals  by  public  caprice, 
as  bankers  give  an  impression  to  a  wortliless  slip  of  paper:  thereby 
gaining  it  a  currency  for  infinitely  more  than  its  intrinsic  value. 
Every  nation  has  its  peculiar  coin,  and  peculiar  great  men ; 
neither  of  which  will,  for  the  most  part,  pass  current  out  of  the 
country  where  they  ai^  stamped.  Your  true  mob-created  great 
man,  is  like  a  note  of  one  of  the  little  New  England  banks,  and 
his  value  depreciates  in  proportion  to  the  distance  from  home.  In 
England,  a  great  man  is  he  who  has  most  ribands  and  gew-gaws 
on  his  coat,  most  horses  to  his  carriage,  most  slaves  in  his  reti- 
nue, or  most  toad-eaters  at  his  table  ;  in  France,  he  who  can 
most  dexterously  flourish  his  heels  above  his  head — Duport  is 
most  incontestably  the  greatest  man  in  France! — when  the 
emperor  is  absent.  The  greatest  man  in  China,  is  he  who  can 
trace  his  ancestry  up  to  the  moon  ;  and  in  this  country,  our 
great  men  may  generally  hunt  down  their  pedigree  until  it  bur- 
row in  the  dirt  like  a  rabbit.  To  be  concise :  our  great  men  are 
those  who  are  most  expert  at  crawling  on  all  fours,  and  have  the 
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happiest  facility  of  dragging  and  mndiDg  Ihcmselrcs  a 
tiie  dirt.     Tills  may  seem  a.  parodux  to  taaay  of  my  ruadce 
wlio,  vrith  great  gnad  imliire  Ije  it  liinied,  are  too  stupid  ti>  tog 
beyond  tbe  laere  fiurfot*  of  our  imralualile  writings ;  ami  c 
pass  uver  the  liiiuwiiig  ulliisiuiis,  and  |xiigiiaiit  mmuiing,  that  | 
slily  (Hjuchiiig  beneath.     It  is  for  the  Ijcncfit  of  such  helplc^ 
ignomnts,  who  huve  uo  other  creed  but  the  opiiuou  of  the  k 
that  I  Rball  trace,  as  far  as  it  is  possilile  to  follow  htm  in  his  pi 
gross  f^om  insignilicEuice — the  rise,  progress,  and  cotaplvtJoit  of  4 

In  a.  logo<?raL'y,  to  nse  the  sage  Mnstapha's  plirase,  it  is  n 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  formation  of  a  great  man  thai  k 
should  be  either  wise  or  Tuliiuit,  upright  or  honorable.     On  tl 
contrary,  daily  experience  sIiowr,  that  these  quulities  rather  in 
pedo  his  prefcrmout ;  inasmuch  as  they  ore  prone  to  reuder  li 
too  inflexibly  erect,  and  directly  at  Turianc:c  with  that  will 
suppleness  which  enables  a  man  to  wind,  and  twist,  through  ■! 
the  nooks  and  turns  and  dark  winding  passages  that  lead  t 
greatness.     Tlie  graud  requisite  for  climbing  the  m^cd  hill  o| 
popularity —the  summit  of  which  is  the  seat  of  power — is  to  b 
nseful.     And  here,  once  more,  for  iho  sake  of  our  readers,  i 
are,  of  course,  not  so  wise  as  ourselves,  I  must  explain  what  1 
understand  by  usefulness.     The  horse,  in  his  natiTi'  statv,  is  o 
swift,  impetuous,  full  of  majesty,  and  of  a,  most  geiiermi 
It  is  then  the  animal  Is  noble,  exalted,  and  useless.     Bat  eutn 
him,  manacle  him,  cudgel  him,  break  down  his  lofty  spirit,  p 
the  curb  into  his  mouth,  the  load  upon  his  back,  aud  reduri)  h 
into  servile  obedience  to  the  bridle  aud  tho  lash,  and  it  is  tl 
he  becomes  useful.     Your  jackass  is  oue  of  the  tnoet  usefhl  ai 
nulls  in  ezisteuco.     If  my  readers  do  not  now  underBliind  wlu 
nii-an  by  usefulness,  1  give  tlieni  all  up  f-tr  most  ubHulutv  ii 
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To  rise  in  this  conntrj  a  man  most  first  descend.    The  aspir- 
ing politician  may  be  compared  to  that  indefatigable  insect, 
called  the  tumbler,  pronounced  by  a  distinguished  personage  to 
be  the  only  industrious  animal  in  Virginia,  which  buries  itself  in 
filth,  and  works  ignobly  in  the  dirt,  untU  it  forms  a  little  ball, 
which  it  rolls  laboriously  along,  like  Diogenes  in  his  tub  ;  some- 
times head,  sometimes  tail  foremost,  pUfering  from  every  rut  and 
mod  hole,  and  increasing  its  ball  of  greatness  by  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  kennel.     Just  so  the  candidate  for  greatness  ; — ^he 
bories  himself  in  the  mob  ;  labors  in  dirt  and  oblivion,  and 
makes  unto  himself  the  rodiments  of  a  popolar  name  from  the 
admiration  and  praises  of  rogoes,  ignoramoses,  and  blackgoards. 
His  name  once  started,  onward  he  goes  straggling  and  puffing, 
and  pushing  it  before  him  ;  collecting  new  tribute  from  the 
dregs  and  offals  of  society,  as  he  proceeds,  until  having  gathered 
together  a  mighty  mass  of  popularity,  he  mounts  it  in  triumph  ; 
is  hoisted  into  office,  and  becomes  a  great  man,  and  a  ruler  in 
the  land.     All  this  will  be  clearly  Ulustrated  by  a  sketch  of  a 
worthy  of  the  kind,  who  sprung  up  under  my  eye,  and  was 
hatched  from  the  dirt  by  the  broad  rays  of  popularity,  which, 
like  the  sun,  can  V  breed  maggots  in  a  dead  dog.'' 

Timothy  Dabble  was  a  young  man  of  very  promising  talents; 
for  he  wrote  a  fair  hand,  and  had  thrice  won  the  silver  medal  at 
a  country  academy  ;  he  was  also  an  orator,  for  he  talked  with 
emphatic  volubility,  and  could  argue  a  full  hour,  without  taking 
either  side,  or  advancing  a  single  opinion  ;  he  had  still  further 
requisites  for  eloquence,  for  he  made  very  handsome  gestures, 
had  dimples  in  his  cheeks  when  he  smiled,  and  enunciated  most 
harmoniously  through  his  nose.  In  short,  nature  had  certamly 
marked  him  out  for  a  great  man  ;  for  though  he  was  not  tall, 
yet  he  added  at  least  half  an  inch  to  his  stature  by  elevating  his 
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head,  and  ossuinod  an  amazing  expression  of  dignitj-  lij  i 
up  hb  nose  and  curling  his  nostrils,  io  a  style  of  conscious  a 
riority.  ConviuL-ed  by  these  unequivocal  appeaxanpee,  Dabhl 
friends,  in  fnll  caacas,  one  and  dU,  dceltuvd  that  lie  was  uailoi 
edty  born  to  be  a  great  niau,  and  it  would  l>e  his  owu  fanlt  tf| 
were  not  one.  'Dabble  was  tickled  with  an  opinion  wliich  a 
cided  so  happily  with  bis  own — for  Tanity,  in  a  coufidea 
whisper,  had  given  him  the  lilse  iutimatioii — and  he  r 
the  judgment  of  his  friends  because  they  thought  so  bigblf  v 
LimKelf.  Accordingly  he  set  out  with  a  determination  to  U 
a  great  man,  and  to  Etart  in  the  scmli-race  for  honor  I 
renown.  How  to  attiun  the  desired  prize  was  however  1l 
question.  He  knew  by  a  kind  of  instinctive  feehng, 
seems  pecidiar  to  grovclUng  minds,  that  honor,  and  its  b 
part — proGt,  would  never  seek  him  ont  ;  that  they  would  n 
knock  at  his  door  and  crave  admittance  ;  but  must  be  coal 
and  toiled  after,  and  earned.  He  therefore  strnthvl  furih  bG 
the  highwayu,  and  market-places,  and  the  assemblies  of  the  peo- 
ple; ranted  like  a  tnie  cockerel  orator  about  virtue,  and  {latriot' 
ism,  and  liberty,  and  equality,  and  himself.  Full  many  a  p-tlin- 
cal  wind-mill  did  he  battle  with  ;  and  full  many  a  time  ili<l ' ' 
talk  himself  out  of  breath  and  his  hearers  out  of  patience.  Bn: 
Dabble  found,  to  his  vast  astonishment,  that  there  was  not  i 
notorions  jwlitical  pimp  at  a  ward  meetang  but  could  oat-talt 
him  ;  and  what  was  still  more  mortifying,  there  was  not  a  Doti^ 
rions  political  pimp  but  was  more  noticed  and  caressed  than  im- 
self.  The  reason  was  ximple  enongh;  while  he  harangued  aUrni 
principles,  the  others  ranted  atmut  men  ;  where  lie  rcprobatol 
s  political  error,  they  blasted  a  [loliticAl  character.  Thuy  wen-, 
cotiBcqneiitly,  the  most  useful  ;  for  the  great  object  of  oot  poli- 
tical disputes  is  not  who  slinll  huve  the  honor  of  emancipating 
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the  oommonit J  from  the  leading-strings  of  delusion,  bnt  who 
shall  have  the  profit  of  holding  the  strings  and  leading  the  com- 
mnnitj  b j  the  nose. 

Dabble  was  likewise  yerj  lond  in  his  professions  of  integrity, 
Lncormptibility,  and  disinterestedness  ;  words  which,  from  being 
filtered  and  refined  through  newspapers  and  election  handbills, 
haTO  lost  their  original  signification  ;  and  in  the  political  dio- 
ftioaary  are  synonymous  with  empty  pockets,  itching  palms,  and 
interested  ambition.  He,  in  addition  to  all  this,  declared  that 
be  wonld  support  none  but  honest  men  ;  but  unluckily  as  but 
few  of  these  offered  themselves  to  be  supported,  Babble's  servi- 
€68  were  seldom  required.  He  pledged  himself  never  to  engage 
in  party  schemes,  or  party  politics,  but  to  stand  up  solely  for  the 
broad  interests  of  his  country — so  he  stood  alone  ;  and  what 
Is  the  same  thing,  he  stood  still ;  for,  in  this  country,  he 
who  does  not  side  with  cither  party,  is  like  a  body  in  a 
9acuwm  between  two  planets,  and  must  forever  remain  motion- 
less. 

Dabble  was  immeasurably  surprised  that  a  man  so  honest,  so 
disinterested,  and  so  sagacious  withal,  and  one  too  who  had 
the  good  of  his  country  so  much  at  heart,,  should  thus  remain 
unnoticed  and  unapplauded.  A  little  worldly  advice,  whispered 
in  his  ear  by  a  shrewd  old  politician,  at  once  explained  the 
whole  mystery.  "  He  who  would  become  great,"  said  he, 
''  most  serve  an  apprenticeship  to  greatness  ;  and  rise  by  regu- 
lar gradation,  like  the  master  of  a  vessel,  who  commences  by 
being  scrub  and  cabin-boy.  He  must  fag  in  the  train  of  great 
men,  echo  all  their  sentiments,  become  their  toad-eater  and  para- 
site— ^laugh  at  all  their  jokes,  and,  above  all,  endeavor  to  make 
them  laugh;  if  you  only  make  a  great  man  laugh  now  and  then 
your  fortune  is  made.    Look  about  you,  youngster,  and  you  will 
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not  nee  k  Kinglti  litUo  graU  ■■■■  oT  tbe  datr,  but  ha  herd  •)( 
retMoera,  «li<>  vdp  bl  hb  beda,  eooae  kt  tiii  wUrtlct,  vtirr;  *lin- 
ever  he  poiiii''  at,  ami  tldnh  tbonwfrra  fuUr  nwrnnled  br  toam- 
times  enapf'iii);  up  ■  cnmh  Uwt  Tulls  fran  hii  taMe.  TUt  of 
patriotism  iliu)  virtui*,  ami  inowruptiliililj  1 — (at,  nuui  I  thrj 
arc  the  tcH'  <[iialiti<  tnaUcenoc,  and  keiqi  [mOOd- 

age  at  a  dial  imcp .  wdl  stlcmpt  to  mlto  crevdi 

with  red  rapi  miil  i  ajr  ■])  thaaa  fcarccnnr  nrtu 

amde,  and  lit  x\i\n  I  that  a  candidate  tat  pi^tinl 

eminence  is  like  a  ;  he  tamr  booamn  ImoiDuii 

niitil  he  is  enrnipt.'' 

Dabble  caught  iriti  litr  these  eongemal  doMnw,      I 

iiu-l  (iiriiMl  iiitn  li[s  iinilfSliiiPil  rli:iniiil  or  a^tinn  nith  Ihi-  f.W 
1111.1  |-:.}.iility  ..f  Ik  !^trt-;im  wlii,-li  Ikk  f.ir  ;i  while  l..vn  r.Mr.mi'1 
rn.in  it<  iiiiti.ml  .■■mr-o.  ][.•  lH.,-;,ri„-  nhnt  iialitrr  l.a.i  fiiini  lira 
I.,  !..■  :  lii^  l.itio  siirr.>Tii-.l  il.iwii  fr.itii  iirr..-aiit  Sflf-<ufii.>icHi-y,  !■> 
II..-  wliiii.-  ..f  nnv.iiNjT  s.ili,.itHli..i,.     Up  iiiii.i,'l.il  iri  til.-  ,MU.-iK< 

.ir.-i  ;  iir-ii.'.i  iiin-^t   l.-iri.-iillv  with  tli..>.-  (vin.  iv.r.-  ..f  l.i^  -m 

.>|>illl.l,l  ;  ^ITl.l  -h.I,.hT.'.l.  with  nil  (h.-  lllilli.V  ..f  ilUlLllVUrf, 
(■x:illi-l  .■|L!iiv..'l.T.  uli.Kf  (.1-hit  Ik-  .i.-l.;.irivl   .v.-r  Ti>  ,iii|>r,.:Ldi- 

j.i-l  u^  th^it  si'niiii,!r,.l  iiii,hili.'lil  ilii.'f.  III..-  ..«l,  li.vits  at  tliL- 
l,h..s,..!  li-ht  ..r  th.-s.m,  wh.K,.  -i..n..u.  lii-tr.-  hr  .Uin-^  n.-s.-r 
(■.Mii.'iiiiihii.'-  Mr  lik.'ivis-.-  iipiili.'.l  lijiii..-lf  t.>  .ti-cliiir-iu-  fiiii'i- 
riilly,  Ih.-  h.i.i.in.hl.-  ilniirs  of  :i  |nrtl-;iii  :  I,.-  |...,i,>h,.,l  :il,our  fur 
liriv:il,>  ^l!lI,^|.■^s  iiiiil  rili;il,l  iit..-^.l..i.'^  ;  ii-  f..|.|.-.l  li^ii,.ll,ijl.  :  Ik- 
.■v.'i,  vy>\r  ,.!..■  <n-  uv,,  liiu.-.-lr.  uhi.h  h.-  .■:)rri.-.i  :lI,.i.i1  in  his 
)....-li..|  ^ui.i  M.i.l  t..  .vcrylMHlv  ;  li..  h.-.';itii.-  s.-.T.-t!iry  iit  w;Lnl- 
rmrtiiiLT-;.  vl  )ii--  liaii.l  t.)  <iiv.  r-  r(-M.lnli.iiis  ..f  |.;.trii.tif  im|wn. 
:iii,l  ,.v..i  ,iiL<r  W.-iit  -„  fur  a-  Id  iii;.ke  a  sj.irrli.  iti  nhi.-li  he 
|ir.iv,.l  lli;il    |>ah'i..li>n.  ua-  a  lii-la tlinl    ibr  ivi-ni,,;.  1,;,-I,;|1T 
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was  a  great  man — that  this  was  a  free  conntrj,  and  he  himself 
ao  arrant  and  incontestable  buzzard  I 

Dabble  was  now  very  frequent  and  derout  in  his  visits  to 
those  temples  of  polities,  popularity,  and  smoke — the  ward 
porter-houses ;  those  true  dens  of  equality  where  all  ranks,  ages, 
and  talents,  are  brought  down  to  the  level  of  rude  familiarity. 
Twas  here  his  talents  expanded,  and  his  genius  swelled  up  to  its 
proper  size— like  the  toad,  which,  shrinking  from  balmy  airs 
and  jocund  sunshine,  finds  his  congenial  home  in  caves  and  dun- 
geons, and  there  nourishes  his  venom  and  bloats  his  deformity. 
Twas  here  he  revelled  with  the  swinish  multitude  in  their 
debaaches  on  patriotism  and  porter ;  and  it  became  an  even 
chance  whether  Dabble  would  turn  out  a  great  man  or  a  great 
dninkard.  But  Dabble  in  all  this  kept  steadily  in  his  eye  the 
only  deity  he  ever  worshipped — his  interest.  Having  by  this 
familiarity  ingratiated  himself  with  the  mob,  he  became  wonder- 
fully potent  and  industrious  at  elections — knew  all  the  dens  and 
cellars  of  profligacy  and  intemperance — birought  more  negroes 
to  the  polls,  and  knew  to  a  greater  certainty  where  votes  could 
be  bought  for  beer,  than  any  of  his  contemporaries.  His  exer- 
tions in  the  cause,  his  persevering  industry,  his  degrading  com- 
pliance, his  unresisting  humility,  his  steadfast  dependence,  at 
length  caught  the  attention  of  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  party, 
who  was  pleased  to  observe  that  Dabble  was  a  very  useful  fel- 
low, who  would  go  all  lengths.  From  that  moment  his  fortune 
was  made — he  was  hand  and  glove  with  orators  and  slang- 
whangers ;  basked  in  the  sunshine  of  great  men's  smiles,  and 
had  the  honor,  sundry  times,  of  shaking  hands  with  dignitaries 
during  elections,  and  drinking  out  of  the  same  pot  with  them  at 
a  porter-house !  I 

I  wUl  not  fatigue  myself  with  tracing  this  caterpillar  in  lus 
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elimy  progresB  &om  worm  to  buttcrQy  :  suffice  tt  th»t  DiUib 
bowed  and  bowed,  aud  fawned,  and  soei^ed,  and  Kiuirknl,  nod 
Hbelled,  until  one  woald  have  thought  perscTt ranee  ittielf  would 
have  settled  down  into  defipiiir.    There  was  no  knowing  li 
long  he  mi^ht  have  liugered  at  a  distance  from  hia  hopes  had  ■ 
not  luckily  got  tarred  aud  feathered  for  some  elcctumcen 
maniBUTre.     This  was  the  making  of  him  I     Let  not  mj  n 
stare  ;    tarring  and  feathering  here  is    eqn&l    to   pillory  ■ 
cropped  ears  in  England  ;  and  either  of  these  kinds  of  □ 
dom  will  insure  a  patriot  the  sj-mpathy  and  supjiort  of  his 
tioQ.     His  partisans — for  even  he  hod  his  partisans — liKik  ) 
case  into  consideration.     He  had  been  kiekcxl,  and  cuffed,  • 
disgraced,  and  dishonored  in  the  cause )  he  had  licked  [be  i] 
at  tJje  feet  of  the  mob;  he  was  a  faithful  drudge,  slow  to  a. 
of  invincible  patience,  of  incessant  aaddnity  ;  a  tborough-gi 
tool,  who  could  be  curbed,  and  spnrred,  and  directed  at  plea 
— in  short,  he  had  all  the  important  qoaliliciitioQS  for  a  lit! 
great  man,  and  he  was  accordingly  ushered  into  office  auutl  fl 
ucclamatioos  of  the  party.    The  leading  men  compUraeuted  I 
uscfulneRS,  the  multitude  his  republican  shnplicity,  aud  th*  d 
whaagers  vouched  for  his  patriotism.     Since  his  eleTalkm  ■ 
has  discovered  indubitable  dgns  of  Imving  beeo  destined  tt 
great  man.     His  uom  has  acquired  an  additional  olcn 
several  degrees,  so  tliat  uuw  he  appears  to  have  bidden  adieal 
tliis  world  aud  to  have  «et  his  thoughts  altogether  an  t 
above;  and  he  has  swelled  and  inflated  himself  to  sndi 
that  his  friends  are  under  apprehensions  that  he  will  o 
other  explode  aud  blow  up  like  a  torpedo. 
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STYLE,  AT  BALLSTON. 

BT    WILLIAM     WIZABD,   ESQ. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  Evergreen  has  never  been  abroad, 
nor  had  his  understanding  enlightened,  or  his  views  en- 
larged by  that  marvellous  sh&rpener  of  the  wits,  a  salt  water 
voyage,  yet  he  is  tolerably  shrewd,  and  correct,  in  the  limited 
sphere  of  his  observations;  and  now  and  then  astonnds  me  with 
a  right  pithy  remark,  which  wonld  do  no  discredit  even  to  a  man 
who  had  made  the  grand  tonr. 

In  several  late  conversations  at  Cockloft  Hall,  he  has  amnsed 
OS  exceedingly  by  detailing  snndry  particulars  concerning  that  no- 
torious slaughter-house  of  time,  Ballston  Springs,  where  he 
spent  a  considerable  part  of  the  last  summer.  The  following  is 
a  summary  of  his  observations. 

Pleasure  has  passed  through  a  variety  of  significations  at 
Ballston.  It  originally  meant  nothing  more  than  a  relief  from 
pain  and  sickness  ;  and  the  patient  who  had  journeyed  many  a 
weary  mile  to  the  Springs,  with  a  heavy  heart  and  emaciated 
form,  called  it  pleasure  when  he  threw  by  his  crutches,  and 
danced  away  from  them  with  renovated  spirits  and  limbs  jocund 
with  vigor.      In  process  of  time,  pleasure  underwent  a  refine- 
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mcnt,  and  appcatvil  in  the  likeness  of  a  mber, 
eooiitry-Jance,  tu  tlit  fluU^  of  au  amateur  or  the  thiw^tringri!, 
fidille  of  an  itinerant  country  musician.  Slill  crei 
that  happy  lioliday  wliicli  tho  spiritd  ever  enjoy,  when  omaiui- 
[lated  from  the  shoddcfi  of  fomiolitT,  ceremony,  and  miMicni  pn- 
lileiiesi; ;  things  went  on  cheerily,  and  BoUstoD  was  jtrmiuuiicnl 
a  charming,  Uuindrum,  cureless  place  of  resort,  where  evcrjotw 
was  at  Ilia  ease,  and  might  follow  unmulested  the  iHTtit  uf  tut 
hntuor — provided  his  wife  wati  not  there ;  when,  lu  !  all  in  * 
sudden.  Style  made  its  baneful  appearance  in  the  scmbiaaceoTt 
gig  and  tanduni,  a  pair  of  Icatlier  lircecbes,  a  liveried  fuolmaa, 
and  a  cockney  1  Since  that  faUl  cm  pleasure  has  taken 
entire   new  signification,   and   at   pruienL   means  Dothing 


Tho  worthy,  fasliionable.  dashing,  good-for-ooibing  pMiple 
every  slate,  who  hud  rather  suffer  the  murtyrdom  of  a 
than  endaru  the  monotony  uf  their  own  homes,  and  tlic  Ktajiut 
company  of  their  own  thonghtf,  Bock  to  the  Sprinifit ;  not  i' 
enjoy  the  pleasures  of  society,  or  benefit  by  tho  quulittcs  of  tii 
waters,  but  to  exhibit  their  eijaipages  and  wattlrobes, 
excite  the  admiration,  or  what  is  mncb  more  s«ilsfai:t(iry, 
envy  of  their  fashionable  competitors.  Tliis,  of  course,  ■' 
a  8[nrit  of  noble  emnlatioa  between  t)ie  eaetem,  miili|]«, 
southern  States;  and  every  lady  hereupon  Gudiug  hersidf  i 
in  a  maimer  with  tlie  whole  weight  of  her  country's  dignity 
style,  dresses  and  dashes,  nud  spurklva,  withont  mercy,  at 
competitors  from  other  parts  of  the  Union.  Tliis  kiud  of 
ship  naturally  ri-quires  a  vast  deal  of  preparation  and 
quoutlUes  of  supplies.  A  Bober  citlxeu's  wife  will  lireak 
(hizen  milliners'  shops,  and  sometimes  starve  her  famtlj'  a  wl 
si-a!ou,  to  enable  herself  to  make  the  Springs  cAminUgo  In 
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She  r^Miirs  to  the  seat  of  war  with  a  mighty  force  of  tmnks  and 
bandrboxes,  like  so  many  ammonitioQ  chests,  filled  with  caps, 
hats,  gowns,  ribands,  shawls,  and  all  the  yarious  artillery  of 
fiwhionable  warfare.  The  lady  of  a  soathern  planter  will  lay  out 
the  whole  annual  produce  of  a  rice  plantation  in  silver  and  gold 
muslins,  lace  veils,  and  new  liveries ;  cany  a  hogshead  of  to- 
bacco on  her  head,  and  trail  a  bale  of  sea-island  cotton  at  her 
heels  ;  while  a  lady  of  Boston  or  Salem  will  wrap  herself  up  in 
the  net  proceeds  of  a  cargo  of  whale  oil,  and  tie  on  her  hat  with 
a  quintal  of  codfish. 

The  planters'  ladies,  however,  have  generally  the  advantage  in 
this  contest ;  for,  as  it  is  an  incontestable  fact,  that  whoever 
comes  from  the  West  or  East  Indies,  or  Oeorgia,  or  the  Caro- 
linas,  or  in  fact  any  waim  climate,  is  immensely  rich,  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  a  simple  cit  of  the  North  can  cope  with  them  in 
style.  The  planter,  therefore,  who  drives  four  horses  abroad, 
and  a  thousand  n^roes  at  home,  and  who  flourishes  up  to  the 
Springs,  followed  by  half  a  score  of  black-a-moors,  in  gorgeous  . 
liveries,  is  unquestionably  superior  to  the  northern  merchant,  . 
who  plods  on  in  a  carriage  and  pair  ;  which,  being  nothing  more 
than  is  quite  necessary,  has  no  claim  whatever  to  style.  He, 
however,  has  his  consolation  in  feeling  superior  to  the  honest  cit, 
who  dashes  about  in  a  simple  gig  ;  he,  in  return,  sneers  at  the 
country  squire,  who  jogs  along  with  his  scrubby,  long-eared  po- 
ney  and  saddle-bags  ;  and  the  squire,  by  way  of  taking  satisfac- 
tion, would  make  no  scruple  to  run  over  the  unobtrusive  pedes- 
trian, were  it  not  that  the  last,  being  the  most  independent  of 
the  whole,  might  chance  to  break  his  head  by  way  of  retort. 

The  great  misfortune  is,  that  this  style  is  supported  at  such  an 
expense  as  sometimes  to  encroach  on  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  pocket ;  and  occasions  very  awkward  embarrassments  to  the 
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tj-ro  of  faahion.     Among  a  number  of  ioatanccs,  Etc 
tiuiia  the  fate  of  a  dosliiug  bbde  from  the  Sonth,  «rUa  n 
entree  with  a  tandem  and  two  oatrideis,  by  the  nid  of  wUchfl 
attrtictcd  the  attention  of  all  the  ladies,  aud  caused  a  couloi^ 
between  several  young  couples  who,  it  was  thought  beTore  I 
arriral,  hail  a  considerable   kindness  for  each  other, 
course  of  a  fortnight  his  tandem  disappeared  I — the  cbssofgc 
folk  who  seem  to  hare  nothing  to  do  in  this  world  but  ytry  b 
other  peo|ilc'a  affurs,  began  to  stare.      lu  a  little  lime  long 
an  outrider  was  missing  I — this  increased  the  alarm,  aud  it  « 
coiiseqneutlj  whispered  that  he  had  eaten  the  horses  and  <l 
the  negro.     K.B.  Southern  gentlemen  are  Tery  apt  to  dii  H 
on  an  emergency.  Serious  apprehensions  were  entertainnl  a! 
the  fate  of  the  remaining  servant,  which  were  soon  verified  a 
his  actually  vanishing  ;  and  in  "one  little  month"  the  daxhini: 
Carolinian  modestly  took  his  departure  in  the  atagiscoach  I— 
universally  regretted  by  the  friends  who  liad  generouslf  it 
him  from  his  cumbrous  load  of  style. 

Evergreen,  in  the  conrse  of  his  detail,  gnvfl  Terr  " 
ftceouuts  of  an  alarming  famine  which  raged  vrith  great  nolrnr* 
at  the  Springs.  Whether  this  was  owing  to  ihu  incn^iiM. 
appetites  of  the  company,  or  the  scarcity  which  prevailed  at  lb' 
inns,  he  did  not  seem  inclined  to  sny  ;  but  he  declares,  that  in' 
was  for  several  days  iu  iuitiinent  danger  of  slarvatjou,  uwin^  U 
his  being  a  little  too  dilatory  in  his  attendance  at  the  diamT 
tabic.  Ho  relates  a  nnmber  uf  "  moving  accidcnls,"  which 
IwfeC  many  of  the  polite  company  in  their  leal  to  gel  a  good 
seat  at  dinner ;  on  which  occasion  a  kind  of  scrub-rnce  ainn 
took  place,  wherein  a  vast  deal  of  juekejiiig  and  unfair  play  km 
shown,  and  a  variety  of  squabbles  and  unseemly  alterraliou 
occurred.     But  when  arrived  at  the  scone  of  action,  it  n 
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an  awful  sight  to  behold  the  coafasion,  and  to  hear  the  tumalta^ 
008  aproar  of  yoices  crying  some  for  one  thing,  and  some  for 
another,  to  the  tuneful  accompaniment  of  knives  and  forks  ; 
Tattling  with  all  the  energy  of  hungry  impatience.  The  feast  of 
the  Centaurs  and  the  Lapithse  was  nothing  when  compared  with 
a  dinner  at  the  great  house.  At  one  time,  an  old  gentleman, 
whose  natural  irascibUity  was  a  little  sharpened  by  the  gout,  had 
scalded  his  throat,  by  gobbling  down  a  bowl  of  hot  soup  in  a 
vast  hurry,  in  order  to  secure  the  first  fruits  of  a  roasted  par« 
tridge  before  it  was  snap|)ed  up  by  some  hungry  rival  ;  when, 
just,  as  he  was  whetting  his  knife  and  fork,  preparatory  for  a 
descent  on  the  promised  land,  he  had  the  mortification  to  see  it 
transferred,  bodily,  to  the  plate  of  a  squeamish  little  damsel 
who  was  taking  the  waters  for  debility  and  losd  of  appetite. 
This  was  too  much  for  the  patience  of  old  Crusty  ;  he  lodged 
bis  fork  into  the  partridge,  whipt  it  into  his  dish,  and  cutting 
off  a  wing  of  it, — "  There,  Miss,  there's  more  than  you  can  eat. 
Oons  I  what  should  such  a  little  chalky-faced  puppet  as  you  do 
with  a  whole  partridge  I''  At  another  time  a  mighty  sweet 
disposed  old  dowager,  who  loomed  most  magnificently  at  the 
table,  had  a  sauce-boat  launched  upon  the  capacious  lap  of  a 
silver  sprigged  muslin  gown,  by  the  manoeuvring  of  a  little  poli- 
tic Frenchman,  who  was  dextrously  attempting  to  make  a 
lodgment  under  the  covered  way  of  a  chicken-pie ;  human 
nature  could  not  bear  it  1 — the  lady  l)ounced  round,  and,  with 
one  box  on  the  ear,  drove  the  luckless  wight  to  utter  annihilor 
tion. 

But  these  little  cross  accidents  are  amply  compensated  by  the 
great  variety  of  amusements  which  abounds  at  this  charming 
resort  of  beauty  and  fashion.  In  the  morning  the  company, 
each  like  a  Jolly  Bacchanalian,  with  glass  in  hand,  sally  forth  to 
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tho  Springs :  wIkh-  ihc  [Rallnmii.  wbo  vich  to  Bwim  Uwn- 
■vlTufl  sgrcc«l4' ,  liLiit'  mi  oppurtunity  of  <ii|ifnig  tbraipdTU  iaLa 
tbe  guod  opinion  "f  ihu  Iodic*:  wul  it  u  inil/  <k4rrta>4e  ta  «a 
with  what  gTiuc  »mi  nilrulUKiN  tbej  iiitrtira  ibiM in^Tviiating 
feut.     Anthony  fay*  tliftt  it  U  piv^alUrij  unaxing  to  bd»oIil  tlu 


aon,  (or  thi;  JlD^ 
tkCMt  Qk  Rwnrai  bv  be 
y,  of  BBpanDeled  defincri 
a  or  two.  one  and  Iwatl;- 
n/  a«kit>(t  AoUkmit'  vbether 
aot  greatly  atrakened  u  to 
Bbwch,  be  t^iBed,  UmI  lb 


qaautitf  of  nutir  lii 

pMK  of  gettjn^'  an  t 

has  been  preo-nt.  win 

tossed  off,  in  ilit^  !<} 

tamMuTS  aud  it  widc- 

the  §olicitnde  uf  the 

what  might  b«  the  < 

lailiis  lit    IlrtllKtiin  hart  hecomo  sncn  eT"^t  stii-Vlcnj  fnr  ttjc  Hk^ 

>(r;ii.'  i.LMiiivl  lliis  rxi-LS-ivi'  ilrinkiii-  i'.ir  fr;ir  .>('  hrtiijrinv'  lii- 
j>liilnM,|,liy  iLili)diiiriin|il.  Tlif  Tii.'sl  ii.)tnri..us  v.;iiiT-iiriiik,rv 
ill  |i!irrinili,r,  wir.>  (■..(LliMii;illy  h<Mm-i  f.>rlli  .111  tlic  siir].ri-inL- 
ii).titii.).'  Willi  wlii,-li  till-  ItiilM.iii  WiU.-rs  iTiip-iriilv,]  ;  anil  -v.- 
n<l  )r<'iill.'tiii'ii.  ^<llo  Iki.I  tlio  lianlilioixi  In  <|ijt-:^liou  tliis  fviunU' 
|.liLl...o].liy,  vt.-vr  h'\.\  in  liii:li  .lispl.-ii^iir.'. 

tak..  11  riii..  itir.i  lli.^  i.inc  w.i.i.ls,  iiu<l  iTij.iy  the  Viiriini  nii.i  rom.iiv 
lie  sfi-iiiry  ..r  liunit  tm-i,  |i..-it  iiml  rail  fi-iins  [liiic  fl:its,  [i.it.i- 
[<«■  |.i,irlir<,  ■.iu.l\..ii  lulls;  oiliiT,-  wmiiil.lf  u]>  tlio  si.rr.i«n(!iii|r 
K;iiKlliills,  lliiit  l.H.k  iJkc  lln>  al..Hlw  of  11  )-ii.'!iutiL-  race  of  ants  ; 
—ink.-  11    ]h:i|>  »I    OIIiiT  .■iHll.l-llills    llfVOll.!   tlli'lD  ;^illhi   tll,-ii— 

t'oiiii'  (liiwii  airiiiii.  Ollii-rs  wlii>  arc  romantic,  niu!  siiiuirv  jouiiir 
liulii's  iii.-ist  \i\fM  lii'iiiK  sii  wlu-iK-viT  tliey  visit  tin;  Spriup;,  ur 
go  aiiywInTL'  iiitii  iIil'  i.'Diiiitry,  wtroll  aloiijj;  tlio  boriiiTs  of  a 
little  wwiinipy  Ijrook  that  <lra}ni  itM.'lf  aluiig  like  an  Aloxau- 
Uriiii',  uiiii    tliiit  rfo  lazily  as  uvl  lo  make'    a  siuglo    murmur, 
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tching  the  little  tadpoles  as  they  frolic,  right  flippantly,  in  the 
moddj  streaiOy  and  listening  to  the  inspiring  melody  of  the  har- 
monioas  frogs  that  croak  upon  its  borders.  Some  play  at  bil« 
liards,  some  play  at  the  fiddle,  and  some — play  the  fool  ; — the 
latter  being  the  most  prevalent  amasemeiit  at  Ballston. 

These,  together  with  abundance  of  dancing,  and  a  prodigious 
deal  of  sleeping  of  afternoons,  make  up  the  yariety  of  plea- 
sures at  the  Springs — a  delicious  life  of  alternate  lassitude  and 
fiitigae  ;  of  laborious  dissipation,  and  listless  idleness  ;  of  sleep- 
less nights,  and  days  spent  in  that  dozing  insensibility  which 
erer  succeeds  them.  Now  and  then,  indeed,  the  influenza,  the 
fever-and-ague,  or  some  such  pale-faced  intruder,  may  happen  to 
throw  a  momentary  damp  on  the  general  felicity ;  but  on  the 
whole,  Evergreen  declares  that  Ballston  wants  only  six  things, 
to  wit :  good  air,  good  wine,  good  living,  good  beds,  good  com- 
pany, and  good  humor,  to  be  the  most-  enchanting  place  in  the 
world— —excepting  Botany  Bay,  Musquito  Cove,  Dismal 
Swamp,  and  the  black-hole  at  Calcutta. 


•  •• 


[The  following  letter  from  the  sage  Mustapha  has  cost  us 
more  trouble  to  decipher,  and  render  into  tolerable  English, 
than  any  hitherto  published.  It  was  full  of  blots  and  erasures, 
particularly  the  latter  part,  which  we  have  no  doubt  was  penned 
in  a  moment  of  great  wrath  and  indignation.  Mustapha  has 
often  a  rambling  mode  of  writing,  and  his  thoughts  take  such 
unaccountable  turns,  that  it  is  difficult  to  tell  one  moment  where 
he  will  lead  you  the  next.  This  is  particularly  obvious  in  the 
commencement  of  his  letters,  which  seldom  bear  much  analogy 
to  the  subsequent  parts ;  he  sets  off  with  a  flourish,  like  a 
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dramatic  hero — a^snmes  an  air  of  great  pompoaitf,  mi  si 
to  liiB  sal^ect  moonted  most  loFtily  ou  stilts. 

It.    IiAXUSTAFr.l'l 


LETTER    FROM  MUSTAPHA  BTTB-A-DUB    KZLl 

!M.    PBISOIPAL     BLAVS-DOITSS     TO      tOt     I 


AMONG  the  vftriety  of  principles  by  which  mooldiKl  1 
actuated,  there  is  one,  my  dear  Asem,  which  I  wanl 
know   whether   to   consider   as  spriuging   from    grandm 
iiobilitj  of  mind,  or  from  a  refined  species  of  vanity  n 
It  IB  that  singular,  although  almoxt  nuiTersal,  de«iro  of  lirii 
the  memory  of  posterity  ;  of  occupying  a  shore  of  tho  « 
atteution,  wlien  we   shall    long  eince   have    Cfased  to  bo] 
ceptible  either  of  its  praise  or  cen^^nre.     Most  of  the  poaaioa 
the  miud  are  imunded  hy  ibe  grave  ;  sometimes,  iuilecd,  u  i 
ions  hope  or  trcmbliag  fear  will  venture  beyood  the  douiU  muI 
darlcDoss  that  re.st  upon  our  mortal  horizon,  and  ezpatiait 
boundlesfl  futurity  ;  but  it  is  ouly  thi^  active  love  of  fame  irli.i 
fitea<lily  contemplates  it«  fruition,  in  the  applause  or  gratilniii 
future  ages.     Indignant  at  the  narrow limils  which  cirranwr'' 
existence,  ambition  is  forever  stmggling  to  soar  beyond  then  , 
to  triumph  over  npace  and  time,  and  to  bear  a  nunc,  at  lui-i 
alwvo  the  irritable  oblivion  in  which  everything  else  thai  <-'" 
eenia  ns  must  be  involved.     It  is  tliLs,  my  friend,  whidi  ptonq*" 
tlie  patriot  to  hia  most  borolc  achievements  ;  which  inipins  tbi 
Bublimest  strains  of  the  puel,  and  breathes  ethereal  finbMlb 
productioufl  of  the  pamter  and  the  statuaiy. 
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For  this  the  monarch  rears  the  lofty  column  ;  the  knrelled 
eooqiieror  claims  the  triomphal  arch  ;  while  the  obscore  indi- 
Tidoal,  who  moved  in  a  hombier  sphere,  asks  but  a  plain  and 
simple  stone  to  mark  his  grave,  and  bear  to  the  next  generation 
this  important  tmth,  that  he  was  bom,  died — and  was  buried. 
It  was  this  passion  which  once  erected  the  vast  Nomidian  piles, 
whoae  ruins  we  have  so  often  regarded  with  wonder,  as  the 
shades  of  evening — fit  emblems  of  oblivion — gradnallj  stole  over 
and  enveloped  them  in  darkness.  It  was  this  which  gave 
being  to  those  sublime  monuments  of  Saracen  magnificence, 
which  nod  in  mouldering  desolation,  as  the  blast  sweeps  over  our 

deserted  plains. How  futile  are  all  our  efforts  to  evade  the 

oUiterating  hand  of  time  I  As  I  traversed  the  dreary  wastes  of 
E^^t,  on  my  journey  to  Grand  Cairo,  I  stopped  my  camel  for  a 
while  and  contemplated,  in  awful  admiration,  the  stupendous 
pyramids.  An  appalling  silence  prevailed  around  ;  such  as 
reigns  in  the  wilderness  when  the  tempest  is  hushed,  and  the 
beasts  of  prey  have  retired  to  their  dens.  The  myriads  that  had 
onoe  been  employed  in  rearing  these  lofty  mementoes  of  human 
vanity,  whose  busy  hum  once  enlivened  the  solitude  of  the  desert 
— ^had  all  been  swept  from  the  earth  by  the  irresistible  arm  of 
death— -all  were  mingled  with  their  native  dust ;  all  were  for- 
gotten 1  Even  the  mighty  names  which  these  sepulchres  were 
designed  to  perpetuate  had  long  since  faded  from  remembrance  ; 
history  and  tradition  afforded  but  vague  conjectures,  and  the 
pyramids  imparted  a  humiliating  lesson  to  the  candidate  for 

immortality. ^Alas  I  alas  I  said  I  to  myself,  how  mutable  are 

the  foundations  on  which  our  proudest  hopes  of  future  fame  are 
reposed  I  He  who  imagines  he  has  secured  to  himself  the  meed 
of  deathless  renown,  indulges  in  deluding  visions,  which  only 
bespeak  the  vanity  of  the  dreamer.    The  storied  obelisk — ^the 
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triumphal  arch — the  swelling  dome,  sliaU  cmmblc  into  dnt, 
tlic  names  lliey  would  preserve  from  obliriou  ahall  ofton  ] 
awtiy,  iK'fore  their  own  dnmtinu  \s  accomiilishcd. 

Tct  this  pussioQ  for  fnrae,  however  ridicDlooB  in  the  tye  nf 
philosopher,  dcaeires  respect  and  eonsideratiou,  from  h»i 
been  the  source  of  so  many  illustrioua  w-tioiis  ;  and.  hence  il 
been  the  practice  iu  all  etilightcned  gOTeminctits  to  pt^rpcli 
by  monuments,  the  meraorj'  of  grent  men,  ns  a    toslimmif 
respi^ct  for  the  illustriouB  detul,  and  to  nwoltcit  in  the  iKieomfi 
poBterity  an  cmalation  to  merit  the  some  honorable  diKtlni 
The  people  of  the  American  logocracy,  who  pride  thei 
opou  improving  ou   every  ]in*ept   or   rjtnmplc   of  andent 
modern  governments,  have  dlseoviTed  a  new  mode  of  omii 
this  love  of  glory ;  a  mode  by  which  tht-y  do  honor   to  U| 
great  men,  even  in  their  life-time  ! 

Thou  must  Lave  observed  by  this  time,  that  they  ma 
ovorythiug  in  a  maimer  pecaliar  to  thoniselved ;  ami  donblh 
the  best  possible  mantuT,  seeing  tliey  have  denominated  t 
selves  "  the  most  enlightened  people  nuder  the  snn.  Tbon 
therefore,  porha|Mi,  be  euriaas  to  know  liow  they  cmtrivD 
honor  the  name  of  n  living  patriot,  and  what  anbt?ttrd-<^  ou 
ment  they  erect  in  memory  of  his  ofluRVpnieMts,  By  tht  I 
beard  of  the  mighty  BarVtarossa,  but  I  can  searwly  prwprve 
Boliriety  of  a  true  disciple  of  Mahomet  while  I  tell  ihiw  !— 1 
thou  not  amile,  (ill,  Musanbnanofinvinciblcjfmrity,  to  l«<amt 
they  honor  their  great  men  by  eating,  and  that  the  only 
erected  to  their  exploits,  Is  a  ]mblic  dinner  I  Bat,  trait  i 
Asein,  even  In  this  measure,  whimsical  as  it  may  Reom,  Itw  [ 
losoi»hic  and  con3iderat«  spirit  of  this  ]>eople  in  HdliurKh1y< 
played.  Wisely  conelndinp  that  when  the  hero  is  dcwl,  he 
comes  insi'nsiblc  to  the  voice  of  fame,  the  soug  of  udnUtUi^' 
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the  splendid  trophy,  they  have  determined  that  he  shall  enjoy 
his  qoantom  of  celebrity  while  liying,  and  revel  in  the  fall  enjoy- 
ment of  a  nine  days'  immortality.  The  barbarous  nations  of 
antiqnity  immolated  human  ytctims  to  the  memory  of  their  la- 
mented dead,  bat  the  enlightened  Americans  offer  np  whole 
hecatombs  of  geese  and  calves,  and  oceans  of  wine,  in  honor  of 
the  illostrioos  livmg  ;  and  the  patriot  has  the  felicity  of  hearing 
from  every  quarter,  the  vast  exploits  in  gluttony  and  revelling 
that  have  been  celebrated  to  the  glory  of  his  name. 

No  sooner  does  a  citizen  signalize  himself  in  a  conspicuous 
manner  in  the  service  of  his  country,  than  all  the  gormandizers 
assemble  and  discharge. the  national  debt  of  gratitude — ^by  giv- 
ing him  a  dinner  ;  not  that  he  really  receives  all  the  luxuries 
provided  on  this  occasion  ;  no,  my  friend,  it  is  ten  chances  to 
one  that  the  great  man  does  not  taste  a  morsel  from  the  tabic, 
ttnd  is,  perhaps,  five  hundred  miles  distant ;  and,  to  let  thee  into 
a  melancholy  fact,  a  patriot  under  this  economic  government, 
may  be  often  in  want  of  a  dinner,  while  dozens  are  devoured  in 
his  praise.  Neither  are  these  repasts  spread  out  for  the  hungry 
and  necessitous,  who  might  otherwise  be  filled  with  food  and 
gladness,  and  inspired  to  shout  forth  the  illustrious  name,  which 
had  been  the  means  of  their  enjoyment ;  far  from  this,  Ascm  ;  it 
is  the  rich  only  who  indalge  in  the  banqaet ;  those  who  pay  for 
the  dainties  are  alone  privileged  to  enjoy  them  ;  so  that,  while 
openii^  their  purses  in  honor  of  the  patriot,  they  at  the  same 
time  fhlfill  a  great  maxim,  which  in  this  country  comprehends  all 
the  roles  of  prudence,  and  all  the  duties  a  man  owes  to  himself 
— ^namely,  getting  the  worth  of  their  money. 

In  process  of  time  this  mode  of  testifying  public  applause  has 
been  foond  so  marvellously  agreeable,  that  they  extend  it  to 
events  as  wdl  as  characters,  and  eat  m  triumph  at  the  nft^%  oC  ^ 
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treaty — at  tlic  anniversary  of  any  (irrand  national  em,  oral  tl» 
gaining  of  that  xpleadid  Tictoiy  of  the  tongue — tui  el«'tioiL 
Nay,  so  far  do  they  carry  it,  that  certain  days  are  set  apart 
_whcn  the  gnzilera,  the  gormandizera,  and  the  wine  biblirrs  nun 
together  to  celebrate  a  grand  indigeatjon,  in  memory  of  mm 
great  event ;  and  every  man,  in  the  zeal  of  iiatrioti)<m.  grt«  dt- 
Toutly  drank — "  as  the  act  directs."  Then,  my  rrieml,  nuii«t 
thon  behold  the  sablime  spectacle  of  love  of  comitry,  eleTating 
itself  from  a  sentiment  into  an  appetite,  whetted  to  thr  ipiki 
with  the  cheering  prospect  of  tables  loaded  with  the  fat  things  rf 
the  land.  On  this  occasion  every  man  is  acixious  to  fall  to  wnrk. 
cnim  himself  in  honor  of  the  day,  and  risk  a  surfeit  in  the  )[l>> 
nous  canse.  Some,  I  hare  been  told,  octnally  fast  for  foB^ulli■ 
twenty  honra  preceding,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  do  grrolw 
honor  to  the  feast ;  and,  certainly,  if  eating  and  drinking  tn 
patriotic  rites,  he  who  eata  and  drinks  motit,  and  proves  himsrU 
the  greatest  glutton,  m,  nndoubtcdly,  the  most  distinguished  |>- 
triot.  Snch,  at  any  rate,  seems  to  be  the  opinion  here  ;  bii>1 
they  act  up  to  it  so  rigidly,  that  by  the  time  it  is  dark,  owr; 
kennel  in  the  neighborhood  teems  with  illnstrioas  mentbi^rf  o! 
the  sovereign  people,  wallowing  in  their  congenial  elemenl  nf 
mud  and  mire. 

Tliese  patriotic  feasts,  or  rather  national  monuments,  art  ]*- 
trom/^il  and  promoted  by  certain  iziferior  cmlis,  cnllol  Xu<ue 
MKK,  who  are  commonly  complimented  with  their  dtrii-lion 
Thcw  dignitaries,  as  far  as  I  can  leam,  are  generally  a{ipoial>  : 
on  account  of  their  great  taJeulJi  for  eating,  a  qualification  prrii 
liarly  necessary  in  the  discliargo  of  their  official  dntjcft.  Thr^ 
hold  frequent  meetings  at  taverns  and  hotels,  where  thev  him 
into  solemn  consultations  for  the  benefit  of  lobsters  and  tartin*  i 
establish  wholesome  regulations  for  tha  safety  and  | 
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<^  fish  and  wild-fowl ;  appoint  the  seasons  most  proper  for  eat- 
ing oysters  ;  inquire  into  the  economy  of  taverns,  the  characters 
<^  publicans,  and  the  abilities  of  their  cooks  ;  and  discuss,  most 
learnedly,  the  merits  of  a  bowl  of  soup,  a  chicken-pie,  or  a 
haunch  of  venison  ;  in  a  word,  the  alderman  has  absolute  con- 
trol in  all  matters  of  eating,  and  superintends  the  whole  police — 
of  the  belly.  Having,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  important 
office,  signalized  themselves  at  so  many  public  festivals  ;  having 
gorged  80  often  on  patriotism  and  puddmg,  and  entombed  so 
many  great  names  in  their  extensive  maws,  thou  wilt  easily  con- 
ceive that  they  wax  portly  apace,  that  they  fatten  on  the  fame 
of  mighty  men,  and  that  their  rotundity,  like  the  rivers,  the 
lakes,  and  the  mountains  of  their  country,  must  be  on  a  great 
scale  I  Even  so,  my  friend  ;  and  when  I  sometimes  see  a  portly 
alderman  puffing  along,  and  swelling  as  if  he  had  the  world  nn- 
der  his  waistcoat,  I  cannot  help'  looking  upon  him  as  a  walking 
monument,  and  am  often  ready  to  exclaim  :  ''  Tell  me,  thou  ma- 
jestic mortal,  thou  breathing  catacomb  I  to  what  illustrious  cha- 
racter, what  mighty  event,  does  that  capacious  carcass  of  thine 
bear  testimony  7" 

But  though  the  enlightened  citizens  of  this  logocracy  eat  in 
honor  of  their  friends,  yet  they  drink  destruction  to  their 
enemies.  Yea,  Asem,  woe  unto  those  who  are  doomed  to 
undergo  the  public  vengeance  at  a  public  dinner.  No  sooner 
are  the  viands  removed,  than  they  prepare  for  merciless  and 
exterminating  hostilities.  They  drink  the  intoxicating  Juice  of 
the  grape,  out  of  little  glass  cups,  and  over  each  draught  pro- 
nounce a  short  sentence  or  prayer  ;  not  such  a  prayer  as  thy 
virtuous  heart  would  dictate,  thy  pious  lips  give  utterance  to, 
my  good  Asem  ;  not  a  tribute  >Df  thanks  to  all-bountiful  Allah, 
nor  a  humble  supplication  for  his  blessing  on  the  diau^\it  \  \^c^^ 
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my  friend,  it  is  mewly  a  toast,  that  is  to  saj,  r  fulsome 
of  fItittiTy  to  tlieir  <li)mBgogai>s;  h  lubt^td  aally  nf  affvcledi 
timeut  or  natioual  ogotiEin ;  or,  whut  is  more  despicable, 
diction  on  thdr  cnumieB,  au  empty  threat  of  Tcngennce,  or  ft 
tiuii  for  tlicir  destrncticiii ;  for  totutji,   ihou   must  know, 
aiioltior  kind  of  missive  weapon  in  n  lo^ocracy,  uid  arc 
frnia  afar,  like  tlic  uunoyiug  arrows  of  tbe  Tartnre. 

Oil,  A)wm  I  coddBt  tbou  \iat  witui-ss  one  of  Uicso  pnl 
these  mouumental  dinners;  how  fnrionsly  the  flaiuo  uf  |iai 
blazes  fortli;  how  saddenly  they  van(|uis)i  nnnids,  subjnirato 
countries,  and  csterminate  nations  in  n  liuinpcr,  tlmu  wi 
more  than  ever  admire  the  force  of  that  omnipotent  wea])oa  tin 
tongne.  At  these  moments  every  cowanl  bccoma  a  hero,  evny 
ragnmnffin  an  inviiieihle  warrior  ;  and  the  most  !waluDe  rot 
of  ]>eacc  and  nuiet,  forget,  for  a  while,  their  cherished  i 
and  join  in  tliu  furious  nttuck.  Toaftj  aneceeds  toast 
empi^rors,  bashaws,  arc  like  chaff  ijcfore  Uiu  tempest ;  t^ 
iuKpired  patriot  vanquishes  fleets  with  a  filngle  gunl)oat,  nml  *■; 
lows  down  navies  at  a  dran^ltt,  until,  overpowered  with  ririo 
and  winn,  lie  sinks  upon  the  field  of  Imttic — de^  drunk  in  '" 
conn  try's  cause.  Sword  of  t]ie  puissant  Klinlid  1  what  nil 
pluy  of  valor  is  here  ! — llie  sons  of  AfVic  are  linrdy,  br»vp,  nn 
enterprising,  but  they  can  acbiere  nothing  like  this. 

Happy  would  it  be  if  this  mouia  for  toasting,  nxtcniled  <: 
further  than  to  the  expression  of  national  nscntment.  Ttioi^ 
wo  might  smile  at  tho  impotent  vaporing  and  windy  hyperl"  !■ 
by  which  it  is  distinguisheil,  yet  we  would  excuse  It,  as  tii 
lariled  over6owiiigs  of  a  heart,  glowing  with  national  i":' 

I  and  indignant  at  tho  insults  offered  to  its  countr}'.    V"' 
1^  my  friend,  private  resenlroeiit,  individual  hatred,  uuil ' 
fllibend  spirit  of  party,  are  let  loose  on  these  fentirc  oocasii"- 
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ETen  the  names  of  indiTidnalSy  of  nnoffending  fellow-citizens, 
are  sometimes  dragged  forth  to  undergo  the  slanders  and 
execrations  of  a  distempered  herd  of  revellers.*  Head  of 
Mahomet  I  how  yindictiyc,  how  insatiably  vindictiTe,  most  be 
that  spirit  which  can  drug  the  mantling  bowl  with  gall  and  bit- 
terness, and  indulge  an  angrj  passion  in  the  moment  of  rejoic- 
ing 1  ''  Wine,''  sajs  their  poet,  **  is  like  sunshine  to  the  heart, 
which,  under  its  generous  influence,  expands  with  good  will,  and 
becomes  the  yerj  temple  of  philanthropy.''  Strange,  that  in  a 
temple  consecrated  to  such  a  diyiuity,  there  should  remain  a 
secret  comer,  polluted  by  the  lurkings  of  malice  and  revenge, — 
strange,  that  in  the  full  flow  of  social  enjoyment,  these  votaries 
of  pleasure  can  turn  aside  to  call  down  curses  on  the  head  of  a 
fellow-creature.  Despicable  souls  I  ye  are  unworthy  of  being 
citizens  of  tliis  ''  most  enlightened  country  under  the  sun  :" — 
rather  herd  with  the  murderous  savages  who  prowl  the  moun- 
tains of  Tibcsti ;  who  stain  then:  midnight  orgies  with  the  blood 
of  the  innocent  wanderer,  and  drink  their  infernal  potations 
from  the  skulls  of  the  victims  they  have  massacred. 

And  yet,  trust  me,  Asem,  this  spurit  of  vindictive  cowardice 
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*  It  would  8eem  that,  in  this  sentence,  the  sage  Mustapha  had  refer- 
ence to  a  patriotic  dinner,  celebrated  last  4th  of  July,  bj  some  gentle- 
men of  Baltimore,  when  they  righteously  drank  perdition  to  an  unoffend- 
ing individual,  and  really  thought  *'  they  had  done  the  state  some  ser- 
vice.'* This  amiable  custom  of  '*  eating  and  drinking  damnation  '*  to 
others,  is  not  confined  to  any  party : — for  a  month  or  two  after  the  4th 
of  July,  the  different  newspapers  file  off  their  columns  of  patriotic  toasts 
Against  eadi  other,  and  take  a  pride  in  showing  how  brilliantly  their  par- 
iiaans  can  blackguard  public  character  in  their  cups — ^  they  do  but  jest 
—poison  in  jest,**  as  Hamlet  says. 


la  not  owing  to  any  inliercut  depravity  of  soul,  for  on  oflier 
0(M;ai4ioni<,  I  have  had  ample  proof  tliat  this  nutioD  is  mild  ^dA 
mcrcirul,  bravo  and  magQanimoug  ;  neither  is  it  owing  to  uji 
defect  in  Iheir  political  or  religions  precepts.  The  princi| 
iDCiilented  by  their  mlers,  on  all  occasions,  breathe  a  spirit 
universal  philanthropy  ;  and  as  to  their  religion,  nmch  as  I  am 
devoted  to  the  Koran  of  onr  divine  prophet,  still  I  cannot  but 
ocknowliHlge  with  admiration  the  mild  forbearance,  the  amiahli? 
benevolence,  the  snblime  morality  bequeathed  them  by  the  fouo' 
tier  uf  their  faith.  Thoa  remeinberest  the  doctrine.''  of  the  mild 
Kazarinc,  who  prcuf^lied  peace  and  good  will  to  all  mankii 
who,  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again;  who  blessed  ll 
who  cursed  him,  and  prayed  for  those  who  deKpitefully  used 
perseented  hiin  !  What,  then,  can  give  rise  to  ihU 
ble,  this  inhuman  custom  among  the  disciples  of  a 
gentle  and  forgiving?  It  is  that  fiend  Pounis,  A 
baneful  liend  which  bewildereth  every  brain,  and  poiaona 
Boctal  feeling  ;  which  intrudes  itself  at  tho  fcvtive  f>fttiqiiet, 
like  the  detedtuhle  har|ty,  poUutes  the  vcri-  viands  of  Ih*  t»I 
which  contaminates  the  rcfn'^hing  draught  while  it  is  inliated; 
wliieh  prompts  the  cowardly  assassin  to  launch  his  jtcHMucd 
arrows  from  behind  the  social  board  :  and  which  r^tiderB  tl», 
bottle,  that  lioasted  pmmot«r  of  good  fellowship  and  hi 
au  infenial  engine  charged  with  dircfhl  corabualii 

Oh,  Ascm  t  Ascm  1  how  docs  my  heart  sicken  when  1  e<»' 
template  these  cowardly  barbarities  I  lot  me,  then-foro,  if  possi- 
ble, withdraw  my  attention  from  thuui  forever.  My  feelings 
have  borne  me  from  my  subject ;  and  fVoia  the  mouumentd  of 
ancient  greatness,  I  have  wandered  to  those  of  modem  degn> 
datiou.  My  warmest  wishes  remain  with  thee,  Uion  most  illa*- 
trious  ot  8\i!.v>j-6mcw  \  vnsi^^f^  ^Wi  wer  be  sensible  of 


ders  f»^ 
hiUril^ 
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mercies  of  our  great  prophet,  who,  in  compassion  to  human 
imbecility,  has  prohibited  his  disciples  from  the  use  of  the 
deluding  beverage  of  the  grape  ;  that  enemy  to  reason — that 
promoter  of  defamation — ^that  anxiliary  of  pouncs. 

Ever  thine, 

MUBTAPHA. 


{ 


SALMAOUNDI. 


NO.  XVn.— WEDNESDAY,  NOV.    11,1807. 
AUTUMNAL  REFLECTIONS. 


WHEN  a  mau  is  qnictly  journeying  downwi 
valley  of  the  ahadow  of  departed  jooth,  i 
coutemplale,  in  a  shortened  i>erspective,  the  end  of  bis  piliniiit- 
age,  he  becomes  more  solicitoas  than  ever  that  the  remainder  rf 
his  wayfariog  should  be  smooth  an^  pleasant ;  and  tbo  crcning 
of  bis  life,  like  the  evening  of  a  snnuuer's  day,  Cade  any  a 
tnild  aninternipt^  serenity.  If  haply  bis  heart  baa  cfotpei 
nninjnred  through  the  dangei^  of  a  Eedactivc  world,  it  m^  then 
adniiuister  to  the  purest  of  his  felicities,  and  its  chorda  vibrau 
more  musieaUy  for  the  trials  they  have  snstuned — like  the  n 
which  yields  a  melody  sweet  in  proportion  to  its  age. 

To  a  mind  thus  tempemtely  harmonized — thne  matiin4  I 
mellowed  by  a  long  lapse  of  years — there  is  something  tndj  01 
geuifd  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  our  early  autumn,  umd  ll 
tranqnillities  of  the  country.  There  b  a  sober  and  chastenedd 
of  gaiety  diffused  over  the  face  of  nature,  pociilinily  int«rB 
to  au  old  man  ;  and  when  he  views  the  surrounding  Ian 
willierinK  nnder  hia  eye,  it  seems  as  if  he  and  nature  were  ti 
B  lust  [arcwiiW  ot  liwV  o'Ca.w.'a.'flsS.  Tp.-cCw.>tV\M!,  a  meli 
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smOe  ;  like  a  couple  of  old  friends,  who,  having  sported  away 
the  qmng  and  sommer  of  life  together,  part  at  the  approach  of 
winter  with  a  kind  of  prophetic  fear  that  thej  are  never  to  meet 
again. 

It  is  either  mj  good  fortune,  or  mishap,  to  be  keenly  sus- 
ceptible to  the  influence  of  the  atmosphere  ;  and  I  can  feel  in 
the  morning,  before  I  open  my  window,  whether  the  wind  is 
easterly.  It  will  not,  therefore,  I  presume,  be  considered  an 
extravagant  instance  of  vain  glory  when  I  assert,  that  there  are 
few  men  who  can  discriminate  more  accurately  in  the  different 
varieties  of  damps,  fogs,  Scotch  mists,  and  northeast  storms, 
than  myself.  To  the  great  discredit  of  my  philosophy,  I  con^ 
fees,  I  seldom  fail  to  anathematize  and  excommunicate  the 
weather,  when  it  sports  too  rudely  with  my  sensitive  system ; 
but  then  I  always  endeavor  to  atone  therefor,  by  eulogizing  it 
when  deserving  of  approbation.  And  as  most  of  my  readers — 
simple  folks  I — make  but  one  distinction,  to  wit,  rain  and  sun- 
shine; living  in  most  honest  ignorance  of  the  various  nice  shades 
which  distinguish  one  fine  day  from  another,  I  take  the  trouble, 
from  time  to  time,  of  letting  them  into  some  of  the  secrets  of 
nature.  So  will  they  be  the  better  enabled  to  enjoy  her  beau- 
ties, with  the  zest  of  connoisseurs,  and  derive  at  least  as  much 
information  from  my  pages  as  from  the  weather-wise  lore  of  the 
almanac. 

Much  of  iny  recreation,  since  I  retreated  to  the  Hall,  has 
consisted  ui  making  little  excursions  through  the  neighborhood  ; 
which  abounds  in  the  variety  of  wild,  romantic,  and  luxuriant 
landscape  that  generally  characterizes  the  scenery  in  the  vicinity 
of  our  rivers.  There  is  not  an  eminence  within  a  circuit  of 
many  miles  but  commands  an  extensive  range  of  diversified  and 
enchanting  prospect. 


Oft^  km  I  mnhM  U>  iba  nnant  cf  tone  tmroiMe  UH  ; 
ud  ttwaee,  witti  frrlm^  wwttstj  tna^KJ,  m  tht  lacid  rqM>«  d 
of  tbe  hMTCu  Hut  cuopM  ■■^  hare  BDlnl  tlw  ilmr  awt  al--H 
nort  impenxpltUr  diangM  Ikat  nwfc  the  whig  Tear.     TbeiiaJ 

an  iitNi7  fetUan-*  iw"" ^law,  aid  vhkk  gnv  U  u*.  1 

ladiridDal  diarx^r.  A  jrllmr  mHiiylirJy  "  t1ii»  i 

Int  rtcali  orrr  tbe  onld  and  ftead/  nRtfty 

of  the  weather,  uid  P^'^T  "f  ^  ■tiina|ilMH. 

qieak,  not  metvly  to  be  bean.     It  b  the  mmt 

of  liberal  eoKrtioiM,  i  futvtic  iniKj,  a  aoOy 

drcM,  whidi  tbi-  wuoi  >  green  aad  jrclknr,  oraag^ 

parple,  crinuon.   nud  n  mrinllT  tiknded  toerlbvr. 

A  -i.klv  ■^[.h-Nilur  tl.i-:— I'kr  Il,i-  Willi  and  l,r. .kfii-lif:irl,j 
pii.'lj-,  that  s..iii..tin..s  i.r.r,-.k.s  <ik-.lud..ri,^.r  lljat  cliil.lish 
ii|H>rlivi*ii<--i  i.f  siijHraiiiiiiar.ii  ap',  iirm-iniirj^'.  ijut  fr-ini  a  viirur- 
(1.1-.  ii.,w  ..r  animal  "[lirit-.  Imt  from  tlie  ik-cay  and  inibwilily  of 
llir  Jiiiiiil.  Wt;  inii'lit,  jNrliap<,  lie  dn'i-ivcd  hy  lliis  fjaufiy  garb 
of  iiahirr,  iviTi-  il  not  f.-r  ili.-  ru>tliii|.'  of  the  fallin-  l.-af.  wtiiv-h, 
lirtakintr  i>ii  tht-  ^lillii.-^-i  <•(  tlie  sc.-nf,  st-cni*  lo  aiimmnee.  io 
|iri.|.lniii'  « Jii-piT-^,  til.-  dnary  wiiiliT  tliat  is  approachiuff. 
U'lii-n  I  liavi'  i^uini'tiiiK's  xi'ii  n  tlinfty  yi.uiii:  oak  cliaiiLrinp  it$ 
lim-  .,f  .iiirdy  vi^or  for  n  lini,'lil,  but  transient  pk.w  of  n-<l,  it 
Il.s  n.-ullril  lo  my  niiii.)  ti.e  trrarhrrou^  ljliN>m  tliat  oace 
iii:iritli-il  till'  ili.Tk  of  a  fniiid  who  is  now  no  niiire  ;  ami  which, 
uliih'  il  siM.inrd  to  |,roiiiiM'  it  lonjr  111.-  of  j.K'tind  spirit.-,  was  lliu 
Min-  ].rr.'nr..or  ..f  ].r.-nialiiR-  d.vny.  In  a  littlL-  whilo,  and  this 
<>.-li'nrali..ii'<  f.lliap^  di^apjx'ar.s  ;   thi-  do.^^'  of  aulumii  loaveii  hut 

Blnilff  alonir,  honlcriii  with  liitli.'  sirijis  of  gri-en  (rras.-=  ;  tlie 
W.KKlhin.!  .■.■li.H-  do  iiiorr  lo  thr  .-arols  of  the  fealhored  trii«.-s 
that  M|Hirli  d  iu  t\n:  Wnt'j  tyswV,  a.\\i  \V*  vfAv'ojsk  u.ud  sili-ucc  is 
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unintemipted,  except  by  the  plaintive  whistle  of  the  quail,  the 
baridng  of  the  squirrel,  or  the  still  more  melancholj  wintry 
windy  which,  rushing  and  swelling  through  the  hollows  of  the 
mountains,  sighs  throagh  the  leafless  branches  of  the  grove,  and 
seems  to  moom  the  desolation  of  the  year. 

To  one  who,  like  myself,  is  fond  of  drawing  comparisons  be- 
tween the  different  divisions  of  life,  and  those  of  the  seasons, 
there  will  appear  a  striking  analogy,  which  connects  the  feelings 
of  the  aged  with  the  decline  of  the  year.  Often,  as  I  contem- 
plate the  mild,  uniform,  and  genial  lustre  ¥rith  which  the  sun 
cheers  and  invigorates  us  in  the  month  of  October,  and  the 
almost  imperceptible  haze  which,  without  obscuring,  tempers  all 
the  asperities  of  the  landscape,  and  gives  to  every  object  a 
character  of  stillness  and  repose,  I  cannot  help  comparing  it 
with  that  portion  of  existence,  when,  the  spring  of  youthful  hope 
and  the  summer  of  the  passions  having  gone  by,  reason  assumes 
an  undisputed  sway,  and  lights  us  on  with  bright,  but  undazzling 
lustre,  adown  the  hill  of  life.  There  is  a  full  and  mature  luxu- 
riance in  the  fields  that  fills  the  bosom  with  generous  and  dis- 
interested content.  It  is  not  the  thoughtless  extravagance  of 
spring,  prodigal  only  in  blossoms,  nor  the  languid  voluptuous- 
ness of  summer,  feverish  in  its  enjoyments,  •and  teeming  only 
with  immature  abundance — it  is  that  certain  fruition  of  the 
labors  of  the  past — that  prospect  of  comfortable  realities,  which 
those  will  be  sure  to  enjoy  who  have  improved  the  beauteous 
smiles  of  heaven,  nor  wasted  away  their  spring  and  summer  iu 
empty  trifling  or  criminal  indulgence. 

Cousin  Pindar,  who  is  my  constant  companion  in  these  expe- 
ditions, and  who  still  possesses  much  of  the  fire  and  energy  of 
youthful  sentiment,  and  a  buxom  hilarity  of  the  spirits,  often, 
indeed,  draws  me  from  these  half-melancholy  reveries,  and  makes 

15 


toaoneitfaoidl 


nttod  via  Ae  awTMB^ 


O:,..  i.ft.  n r,  ■^-  U,.\  -<T-]>ri  :■.  l!ir  [.■■|.  ..f  a  hi-h  i;;!  In  th- 

jim-IiIm-iI i  .rftij-  Muii.  «},ii-:i  .■..nm;iii.U  :iii  :iln,r-t  l-.u;ia:." 

l-n,  ;..,-;  u-M  :.-  il.-  >hM.!.,H-  In-.ii  f".  l.i,---in-n  arouml  u-,  aii.i 
llii'  'li-':iiil  in.ijiiraih-  l..fu.li'  in;..  mi-I,  iiiv  cnii-m  «;■,.■'  s.'iz-.i 
«1H,  ;,  tii..n.Il^iri'.-  lit,  -'It  m  Mil-  !■>  III.-."  sai.l  hi^.  l.ivin-  lis 
l,:,pjil  Ii_.|,'[^   on    i,.y  -h.Mil.i.T.   *■  tliLil   tliiTf  i-;  ju>l  at  l)n-  :^r^i>..ii, 

I  tl.:-  )jM„r,  :i  M-„i|iiitliy  l"tu-.rn  u^  aii-l  the  w.tM  w,-  ar.> 

u.-ll  II-  ii|.on  II-  ;  III.-  r.li:iil..H,-;  ..f  tin-  n]Kiiinsr  .liiy  have  i:iveu 
|,l:,.-..  r..  rli.>-..  „riis.-lo.,.;  iiTi.l  tlif  only  ilifr.-n-iioeKttiat  m  the 
ni..ii,in,,-  tiny  «.r.>  ("-Ion-  iis  n.iw  II117  art'  lii'liiml  ;  aii<l  that 
111-  lir  I  i:.iii.l.-.i  ill  llii'  -i.Iriirl.ii-;  .,f  n.wmiky.  111.-  JiiIl.T  ivlll  lio 
)o-l    in    II, I-    ..\Au»im    .,>:    lA-;^        VKv^    ■  \Uvv    .,f  l;f..-;    1,1V    .loar 
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Lannce,  has  foreyer  fled ;  oar  Bommer  is  over  and  gone  :- 


bnt,"  continued  he,  suddenly  recovering  himself,  and  slapping  mc 
gaily  on  the  shoulder — "  but  why  should  we  repine  ? — what  ? 
though  the  capricious  zephyrs  of  spring,  the  heats  and  hurri- 
canes of  summer,  have  given  place  to  the  sober  sunshine  of 
autumn  I  and  though  the  woods  begin  to  assume  the  dappled' 
livery  of  decay  I  yet  the  prevailing  color  is  still  green — gay, 
q)rightly  green. 

"  Let  us  then  comfort  ourselves  with  this  reflection  ;  that 
though  the  shades  of  the  morning  have  given  place  to  those  of 
the  evening — though  the  spring  is  past,  the  summer  over,  and 
the  autumn  come— -still  you  and  I  go  on  our  way  rejoicing,  and 
while,  like  the  lofty  mountains  of  our  southern  America,  our 
heads  are  covered  with  snow,  still,  like  them,  we  feel  the  genial 
warmth  of  spring  and  summer  playing  upon  our  bosoms." 


•  ♦• 


BY  LAUNCELOT  LANGSTAFF,  ESQ. 

IX  the  description  which  I  gave  some  time  since,  of  Cock- 
loft Hall,  I  totally  forgot  to  make  honorable  mention  of  the 
library,  which  I  confess  was  a  most  inexcusable  oversight ;  for 
in  truth  it  would  bear  a  comparison,  in  point  of  usefulness  and 
eccentricity,  with  the  motley  collection  of  the  renowned  hero  of 
La  Mancha. 

It  was  chiefly  gatBered  together  by  my  grandfather  ;  who 
spared  neither  pains  nor  expense  to  procure  si>ecimens  of  the 
oldest,  most  quaint,  and  insufferable  books  in  the  whole  com- 
pass of  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish  literature.  There  is  a  tradi- 
tion in  the  family  that  the  old  gentleman  once  gave  a  ^and 


340 


SilMAGVStil. 


ent«rtuinnient  in  ronsetioence  cf  having  got  pneees^on  of  ■  ropf 
of  a.  philijipic,  by  archbiehop  Au.'^elni,  against  the  iuistaa\j 
luitury  of  loug-toed  shoes,  as  worn  by  the  coiirtiere  in  the  ijmfl 
of  William  Rafns,  vhich  he  parcbaecd  of  an  honest  brick 
maker  in  the  neighborhood,  for  a  little  less  than  fortj  tines  it 
^olue.  He  had  undoubtedly  a  angnlar  rcrcrence  for  i 
suthon;,  and  hia  highest  enlogiam  on  bis  library  was,  Uiat  it  J 
couKisted  of  books  not  to  be  met  with  in  any  olher  collection  f, 
ana  OS  ttie  phrase  is,  entirely  ont  of  print.  Tlic  rcomii  of  whid 
was,  I  snppuEe,  that  they  were  not  wortliy  of  being  reprinted,   i 

ConHin  Christopher  preserres  these  rches  with  great  care,  i 
has  added  cousidernbjy  to  the  collection  ;  fur  witli  tlie  Uoll  k 
tins  inherited  almost  all  the  whim-whams  of  it«  former  p 
He  chcrishcB  a  reverential  regard  for  ponderous  ttnnet  of  Ore 
and   Latin  ;   though  he   knows  about  as  moch  of  these  I 
guages,  as  a  young  bachelor  of  arts  docs  a  year  or  two  a 
leaving  college.     A  womi-eaten  work  in  eight  or  (en  volnmcs  ■ 
cuini>area  to  nn  old  family,  more  respectable  for  its  antii^ni^ 
than  ita  splendor  ;  a  lunilicring  folio  he  considers  as  a  doke  ; 
sturdy  ipiarto,  as  an  carl  ;  and  a  row  of  gilded  daodmiooe,  ■ 
so  ninny  gnllunt  knights  of  the  garter.    But  as  to  modem  war 
of  literature,  they  are  tlinist  into  trunks  and  drawers,  i 
ing  n|>stiirts,  and  regarded  with  as  much  eontempt  as  n 
nobility  in  England  ;  who,  having  risen  to  grandeur,  merely  b 
their  talents  and  services,  arc  regarded  as  ultterly  unworthy  ti 
mingle  their  blood  with  those  noble  currents  that  can  bo  t 
without  a  single  contamination  through  a  4oDg  line  of^  perhaps 
nsclcss  and  prollig:ite  auirstors,  np  to  William  Iho  bas 
cook,  or  butler,  or  groom,  or  some  one  of  Hollo's  freebooter. 

Will  Wizard,  whose  studies  arc  of  a  most  nneonunoti  t 
plexion,  lakes  g;vi;tt.\,  Mx'^Vv  \t«  tMi^i^iLkiu^  the  library  ^ 
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been,  during  his  late  sojournings  at  the  Hall,  very  constant  and 
devont  in  his  visits  to  this  receptacle  of  obsolete  learning.  He 
seemed  particularly  tickled  with  the  contents  of  the  great 
mahogany  chest  of  drawers  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this 
work.  This  venerable  piece  of  architecture  has  frowned  in 
sullen  majesty,  from  a  comer  of  the  library,  time  out  of  mind  ; 
and  is  filled  with  musty  manuscripts,  some  in  my  grandfather's 
hand-writing,  and  others  evidently  written  long  before  his 
day. 

It  was  a  sight,  worthy  of  a  man's  seeing,  to  behold  Will  with 
his  outlandish  phiz  poring  over  old  scrawls  that  would  puzzle  a 
whole  society  of  antiquarians  to  expound,  and  diving  into  recep- 
tacles of  trumpery,  which  for  a  century  past,  had  been  undis- 
turbed by  mortal  hand.  He  would  sit  for  whole  hours,  with  a 
phlegmatic  patience  unknown  in  these  degenerate  days,  except, 
peradventnre,  among  the  High  Dutch  commentators,  prying 
into  the  quaint  obscurity  of  musty  parchments,  until  his  whole 
face  seemed  to  be  converted  into  a  folio  leaf  of  black  letter  ;  and 
occasionally,  when  the  whimsical  meaning  of  an  obscure  pas- 
sage flashed  on  his  mind,  his  countenance  would  curl  up  into  an 
expression  of  gothic  risibility,  not  unlike  the  physiognomy  of  a 
cabbage  leaf  wilting  before  a  hot  fire. 

At  such  times  there  was  no  getting  Will  to  join  in  our  walks  ; 
or  take  any  part  in  our  usual  recreations  ;  he  hardly  gave  us  an 
oriental  tale  in  a  week,  and  would  smoke  so  inveterately  that  no 
one  else  dared  to  enter  the  library  under  pain  of  suffocation. 
This  was  more  especially  the  case  when  he  encountered  any 
knotty  piece  of  writing  ;  and  he  honestly  confessed  to  me  that 
one  worm-eaten  manuscript,  written  in  a  pestilent  crabbed  hand, 
had  cost  him  a  box  of  the  best  Spanish  cigars  before  he  could 
make  it  out ;  and  after  all,  it  was  not  worth  a  tobacco-stalks 
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Bnch  IB  the  tnm  of  my  kuowiug  associate  ;  only  kt  ) 
fairly  in  the  tnick  of  oiij  odd  um-of-thtvvray  whiiu-whiun,  ^ 
away  lie  gw»,  whip  and  cut,  uotil  he  eithor  niosi  dowu  bia  g 
or  mm  biiusclf  out  of  lireuth  ;  I  never  m  my  life  met  vitl 
man  wliu    ri>du    his   hobby-boree   more   lutulcrnbly  ban)    I 
Wizard. 

Ouc  of  his  favorite  occapations,  fur  some  tJme  past,  has  b 
the  Uuiitiji};  of  lihu-k  kltt^r,  which  he  holds  in  high  regard; 
and  he  often  hintti,  that  lenming  baa  been  on  the  decline 
Biucc  the  introdnctioti  ut  the  Botnan  alpliabet.     An  old  b 
printed  three  liiiadred  years  ago  Is  a  treusare  ;  luid  a  r 
scroll,  about  oue-half  uiiintelli^ble,  fills  him  with  rapturu. 
with  whiit  euthusiusuj  will  he  dwell  ou  the  discovery  of  the  I 
deets  of  Justiiiiau,  and  Livy's  histtiry  ;  and  wiieu  he  rclatialj 
pious  e3:ertions  of  the  Medici,  in  recovering  the  lost  trcajiureiji 
Greek  and  Rumuu  literature,  his  eye  brightens,  and  his  tl 
aesuiuefl  all  tlie  splendor  of  an  illnminatvd  manuiu^ript. 

Will  bad  vegetated  for  a  considerable  time  in  jierfect  ti 
lity  among  dnst  and  cobwelis,  wUeii  one  niuniiiig  aa  we  « 
gathered  ou  thu  piazza,  tistuiung  with  exemplary  patience  I 
one  of  CoQ^in  ChristopJicr'B  long  stories  about  Ibc  Rcvidatlmi 
War,  we  were  suddenly  electrified  hy  on  ex]>losiou  of  bn^ 
fnim  the  library.      My  readers,  nnietn  pi-radvuitura   thoy  b 
beard  honest  Will  laugh,  can  form  no  idea  of  ibe  pru 
uproar  be  makes.-  To  hear  him  in  a  forest,  yon  woitld  L 
tiiat  is  to  say  if  you  were  classical  eDoujj;b^^tbat  tlie  attyn  d 
tbo  dryads  bod  just  discovered  a  pair  of  mral  Iotbtb  ia  I 
shade,  and  were  deriding,  with  bursts  of  obetn:]>vroTis  langU 
the  blushes  of  the  nymph  and  the  indigimtlou  of  the  nraiua 
or  if  it  were  suddenly,  as  in  the  present  instance,  to  Iirt»lc  u|J 
the  eerenc  and  pfc\^svso  6\\w\v.*;  a^  ».«  autumuii]  nioniiiig,  It  woi 
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camie  a  sensaUon  something  like  that  which  arises  from  hearing 
m  sodden  clap  of  thunder  in  a  smnmer's  day,  when  not  a  clond  is 
to  be  seen  above  the  horizon.  In  short,  I  recommend  Will's 
langh  as  a  sovereign  remedy  for  the  spleen  :  and  if  any  of  our 
readers  are  troubled  with  that  villainous  complaint — which  can 
hardly  be,  if  they  make  good  use  of  our  works — I  advise  them 
earnestly  to  get  introduced  to  him  forthwith. 

This  outrageous  merriment  of  Will's,  as  may  be  easily  sup- 
posed, threw  the  whole  fi&mily  into  a  violent  fit  of  wondering  ; 
we  all,  with  the  exception  of  Christopher,  who  took  the  inter- 
ruption in  high  dudgeon,  silently  stole  up  to  the  library  ;  and 
bolting  in  upon  hun,  were  fain  at  the  first  glance  to  join  in  his 
aspiring  roar.  His  face, — ^but  I  despair  to  give  an  idea  of  his 
appearance  1 — and  until  his  portrait,  which  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  an  eminent  artist,  is  engraved,  my  readers  must  be  content : 
I  promise  them  they  shall  one  day  or  other  have  a  striking  like- 
ness of  Will's  indescribable  phiz,  in  all  its  native  comeliness. 

Upon  my  inquiring  the  occasion  of  his  mirth,  he  thrust  an 
old,  rosty,  musty,  and  dusty  manuscript  into  my  hand,  of  which 
I  could  not  decipher  one  word  out  of  ten,  without  more  trouble 
than  it  was  worth.  This  task,  however,  he  kindly  took  off  my 
bands  ;  and,  in  a  little  more  than  eight  and  forty  hours,  pro- 
duced a  transktion  into  fair  Roman  letters  ;  though  he  assured 
me  it  had  lost  a  vast  deal  of  its  humor  by  being  modernized  and 
degraded  into  plain  English.  In  return  for  the  great  pains  he 
had  taken,  I  could  not  do  less  than  insert  it  in  our  work.  Wilt 
informs  me  that  it  is  but  one  sheet  of  a  stupendous  bundle  which 
still  remains  uninvestigated.  Who  was  the  author  we  have  not 
yet  discovered  ;  but  a  note  on  the  back,  in  my  grandfather's 
hand-writing,  informs  us  that  it  was  presented  to  him  as  a  lite- 
rary curiosity  by  his  particular  friend,  the  \Uu&tx\o>3i&  \^.v?  V  ws^ 
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Dam,  formerly  lientcnant-^Temor  of  the  colony  of  Nkw  Am 
dam;  utid  whose  fame,  if  it  has  never  reached  these  lalter  d 
it  was  only  Waiific  he  was  too  modest  &  man  ewr  bt  ilo  ^ 
thin^  worthy  of  being  particalarly  recorded. 


CHAP.  CIX.— OF  THE  CHRONICLES  OF  THE  RENOW 
AND  ANTIENT  CITY  OF  GOTHAM. 


Boir  Gotham  city  conquered  wm, 

And  how  the  folks  tnrned  ftpea — beunsc. 


ALBEIT,  mach  about  this  time  it  did  fall  out  ihai  i 
thrice  rcnowucd  and  delectahle  dty  of  OoniAn  diil  ■'■' 
fer  gn'&t  disconifiturG,  and  was  rcdaci^  to  perilous  vxlremiii 
by  the  invasion  and  ussuiilts  of  the  HumNt^TiTTS.  Tliew  ur  i 
[^ple  inhabitin);;  a  far  di!<tant  i.'<jiiutry,  cjtcec-dingly  plenssutiU 
nud  fertile  ;  bat  tliey  being  withal  ^regioocily  addicted  t* 
migrations,  do  thenro  issae  forth  in  mighty  stranas,  like  tb* 
Scytliiuus  of  old,  ovcrmnniug  divers  counlriee,  and  (ntnmui- 
wealttiH,  and  conunitting  great  devastations  wheresoever  ibrt 
do  go,  by  their  horrilile  awd  dreadful  feats  and  proweesea.  Thrt 
are  specially  noted  fur  being  right  valorous  in  all  cxerdsM  </ 
the  leg  ;  and  of  them  it  hath  been  rightly  affirmed  that  to 
uation  in  all  Christendom  or  elsewhere,  can  vopc  vrith  tbcB  ii 
the  adroit,  dexleroQB,  and  jocund  shaking  of  the  his-l. 

This  enga^ng  e;xcellence  doth  stand  nnto  them  «  sovpri'H^ 
recommendation,  by  which  they  do  insiunat«  thraiBdm  ini' 
uiiivvrMl  fuvor  and  good  counteuane^  ;  and  it  is  a  noUUe  h 
tlisil,  Vt  a  Uovf\^gwVV'&\  wiwwM'A'wyt  a  foot  iulii  ci 
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^^  it  goeth  hardly  if  lie  doth  not  contrive  to  flourish  his  whole 
^^ody  in  thereafter.  The  learned  Linknm  Fidelius,  in  his  famous 
^tid  onheard  of  treatise  on  man,  whom  he  defineth,  with  exceed- 
^(^^  sagacity,  to  be  a  corn-cutting,  tooth-drawing  animal,  is  par- 
ticularly minute  and  elaborate  in  treating  of  the  nation  of  the 
^oppingtots,  and  betrays  a  little  of  the  Pythagorean  in  his 
theory,  inasmuch  as  he  accounteth  for  their  being  so  wonder- 
ODsly  adroit  in  pedestrian  exercises,  by  supposing  that  they  did 
fifjginaUy  acquire  this  unaccountable  and  unparalleled  aptitude 
for  huge  and  unmatchable  feats  of  the  leg,  by  having  hereto- 
fore been  condemned  for  their  numerous  offences  against  that 
liarmlesss  race  of  bipeds, — or  quadrupeds — ^for  herein  the  sage 
Linknm  Fidelius  appeareth  to  doubt  and  waver  exceedingly, 
the  frogs,  to  animate  their  bodies  for  the  space  of  one  or  two 
generations. 

He  also  giveth  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  name  of  Hopping- 
tots  18  manifestly  derivative  from  this  transmigration.  Be  this, 
however,  as  it  may,  the  matter,  albeit  it  has  been  the  subject  of 
controversy  among  the  learned,  is  but  little  pertinent  to  the  sub- 
ject of  this  history  ;  wherefore  shall  we  treat  and  consider  it  as 
naughte. 

Now  these  people  being  thereto  impelled  by  a  superfluity  of 
af^tite,  and  a  plentiful  deficiency  of  the  wherewithal  to  satisfy 
the  same,  did  take  thought  that  the  antient  and  venerably  city 
of  Gotham,  was,  peradventure,  possessed  of  mighty  treasures, 
and  did,  moreover,  abound  with  all  manner  of  fish  and  flesh,  and 
eatables  and  drinkables,  and  such  like  delightsome  and  whole- 
some excellencies  withal.  Whereupon  calling  a  council  of  the 
most  active  heeled  warriors,  they  did  resolve  forthwith  to  put 
forth  a  mighty  array,  make  themselves  masters  of  the  same,  and 
revel  in  the  good  things  of  the  land.     To  this  were  they  hotly 
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Btirrcd  up,  and  wickedly  indM,  by  two  redoubuitih-  uut  re 
nowned  warriors,  higbt  Pmousr  and  Ribaikius  ;  Td«])eil  iti  nitli 
sort,  by  ituson  tliat  they  were  two  mighty,  raliuDt,  and  inTinci- 
b1c  little  men  ;  utterly  fomoos  Tor  tb»  vietories  of  the  Ic^  which 
th(7  bad,  on  diTers  illnstrious  occasions,  right  (nJlftnlly  nchieTtd. 

These  douirhty  champions  did  ainhitioosly  and  wickedly  in- 
flame  the  minds  of  their  countrymen,  with  gor^ons  deacriptioa', 
ill  the  which  they  did  cantiinglie  set  forth  the  nuinrellatu  ri 
and  Inxuries  of  Gotham  ;  where  Hoppiugtots  might  havtta 
meiits  for  their  bodies,  shirts  to  their  ruffles,  and  might  riot  ■ 
merrily  every  day  in  tlie  week  on  l>eef,  pudding,  and  enri  I 
tnstj  daiiitiea.    They,  Pironct  and  Rigadoon,  did  iikewi 
out  hopcf!  of  an  easy  conquest ;  fornsmuch  as  the  (lAthfl 
wen!  as  yet  but  little  versed  in  ttie  mystery  and  pcienco  of  b 
ling  the  legs  ;  and  being,  moreover,  like  unto  that  notable  h 
of  anti(|nity,  Achillea,  most  vulnerable  to  all  attoeks  a 
would  dinubtless  Gnrrender  at  the  very  first  nSNialt. 
on  the  hearing  of  this  inspiriting  counsel,  the  Hiippingtots  4 
np  a  prodigious  great  cry  of  joy,  shook  their  heela  in  I 
and  were  all  impatience  to  dunce  on  to  Qothnin  m 
atorm. 

The  conning  Pirouet,  and  that  areh  caitiff  RigBdooti,  k 
well  bow  to  profit  of  this  enthusiusm.  They  forthwith  di>t  vt 
every  man  to  arm  himself  with  a  certain  iieslilwit  little  wi-s; 
called  a  fiddle  ;  to  pack  up  in  bis  knapsack  a  pair  uf  ' 
breeches,  the  like  of  niffira,  u  eiiekeil  hat  of  the  form  of  a  lu 
moon,  a  bundle  of  catgut — and  inaismuch  m  in  marckinc  ' 
Gotham,  the  array  might  peradventuro  be  snutttm  with  Kan  - 
of  provisions,  they  did  accoiinl  it  proper  that  e-a«h  mail  Ac~- 
tak«;  esp*!«iul  care  to  curry  with  him  a  bnncb  of  right  nwrii!! 
ableouoDE.  'VlM\u%^Q0ivft-a«&.*ws»«td*ir9  bf  sound  offiii^ 
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^hej,  Pironei  and  Rigadoon,  did  accordingly  pnt  their  army  be- 
^6ad  theniy  and  striking  up  the  right  jolly  and  sprightful  tune  of 
pii  Ira,  away  they  all  capered  toward  the  devoted  city  of 
Gotham,  with  a  most  horrible  and  appalling  chattering  of 
Voices. 

Of  their  first  appearance  before  the  beleagnred  town,  and  of 
the  Tarions  difficulties  which  did  encounter  them  in  their  march, 
tiiis  history  saith  not ;  being  that  other  matters  of  more  woiglity 
import  require  to  be  written.  When  that  the  army  of  the  Hop- 
pingtotfl  did  peregrinate  within  sight  of  Gotham,  and  the  people 
o(  the  city  did  behold  the  yillainous  and  hitherto  unseen  capers, 
lod  grimaces  which  they  did  make,  a  most  horrific  panic  was 
stirred  up  among  the  citizens ;  and  the  sages  of  the  town  fell 
into  g^reat  despondency  and  tribulation,  as  supposing  that  these 
inraders  were  of  the  race  of  the  Jig-hees,  who  did  make  men 
into  baboons  when  they  achieved  a  conquest  over  them.  The 
sages,  therefore,  called  upon  all  the  dancing  men,  and  dancing 
women,  and  exhorted  them,  with  great  vehemence  of  speech,  to 
make  heel  against  the  invaders,  and  to  put  themselves  upon  such 
gallant  defence,  such  glorious  array,  and  such  sturdy  evolution, 
elevation,  and  transposition  of  the  foot  as  might  incontinently 
impester  the  legs  of  the  Hoppingtots,  and  produce  their  complete 
discomfiture.  But  so  it  did  happen,  by  great  mischance,  that 
divers  lightrheeled  youths  of  Gotham,  more  especially  those  who 
are  descended  from  three  wise  men,  so  renowned  of  yore  for  hav- 
ing most  yenturesomely  voyaged  over  sea  in  a  bowl,  were,  from 
Ume  to  time,  captured  and  inveigled  into  the  camp  of  the  enemy; 
where,  being  foolishly  cajoled  and  treated  for  a  season  with  out- 
landish disports  and  pleasantries,  they  were  sent  bock  to  their 
friends,  entirely  changed,  degenerated,  and  turned  topsy-turvy  ; 
insomuch  that  they  thought  thenceforth  of  nothing  but  tlvQlt 
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heels,  always  essaying  to  thmst  them  Inlo  the 

point  of  view  ;  and,  ia  a  word,  as  might  truly  be  offlrmed,  did 

forever  after  walk  npOD  ttieir  hcoda  outright. 

And  the  llnppingtots  did  day  by  day,  and  At  \a,to  hoars 
flight,  wax  more  and  moro  urgent  in  ihia  their  investment 
city.     At  oiiu  time  they  would,  in  goodly  procession,  makn  n 
open  assault  by  eouad  of  fiddle  in  a  treniendons  contra-dtUKr— 
and  anon  they  would  advance  by  httle  detadiincnts  ami  nu 
vrcs  to  take  the  town  by  figuring  in  cotillons.     But  tnilr 
most  cunning  and  devilish  craft,  and  sabtilty,  vsns  made 
fetit  in  their  etrenuoos  endeavors  to  cornipt  the  gnrr 
mo^t  inaidiona  and  pestilent  dance  called  the  IfaUz. 
good  tmth,  was  a  potent  auxiliary ;  for,  by  it,  were 
of  the  simple  Gotbamites  most  villainon^ly  turned, 
sent  ft  wool-gathering,  and  themselves  on  the  point  of. 
ing  at  discretion  even  unto  the  very  anna  of  lh«r  invi 
men. 

At  length  the  fortifications  of  the  town  began  to  giv 
fest  symptoms  of  decay ;  inasmacb  an  the  brvastwork  of ' 
waa  considerably  broken  down,  and  the  curtoju  works 
priety  blown  up.     When  that  cuuuing  eatifT,  Piroiict, 
the  ticklisli  and  jeopardized  state  of  the  city — "  Now, 
leg,"  quoth  he, — he  always  ewore  by  his  leg,  being  that 
an   exceedingly   goodlie  leg — "  now,  by    my    leg,"  qttot 
"but  this  is  no  great  matter  of  recreation  ;  I  will 
]ieopIc  a  pretty,  straiige,  and  new  way,  forsooth,  pi 
will  shake  the  dust  off  my  pumps  upon  this  most  oljGtiul 
uncivilized  town."     Whereupon  he  ordered,  and  did 
Ilia  warriors,  one  and  all,  that  they  should  put  then 
readiness,   and  prepare  to  carry  the  town   by  &  crj 
They,  iimowacVflVt  ^w^w^^.iJai  t«tUwitli,  ut  the  wo 
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themselTeB  for  the  assault ;  and  in  good  faith,  tnily,  it  was  a 
gndoiu  and  glorious  sight — a  most  triamphant  and  incompar- 
able spectacle — ^to  behold  them  gallantly  arrayed  in  glossy  and 
shining  silk  breeches  tied  with  abundance  of  riband;  with  silken 
hoae  of  the  gorgeous  color  of  the  sahnon ;  right  goodlie 
moroooo  pomps,  decorated  with  clasps  or  backles  of  a  most  cun- 
ninge  and  secret  contriyance,  inasmuch  as  they  did  of  themselves 
grapple  to  the  shoe  withoat  any  aid  of  fluke  or  tongue,  marvel- 
load  J  ensembling  witchcraft  and  necromancy.  They  hod, 
withal,  exuberant  chitterlings ;  which  puffed  out  at  the  neck 
and  bosom,  after  a  most  jolly  fashion,  like  unto  the  beard  of  an 
antient  he-turkey  ; — and  cocked  hats,  the  which  they  did  carry 
not  on  their  heads,  after  the  fashion  of  the  Oothamites,  but 
under  their  arms,  as  a  roasted  fowl  his  gizzard. 

Thus  being  equipped,  and  marshalled,  they  do  attack,  assault, 
batter,  and  belabor  the  town  with  might  and  main  ;  most  gal- 
hwtly  displaying  the  vigor  of  their  legs,  and  shaking  their  heels 
at  it  most  emphatically.  And  the  manner  of  their  attack  was 
in  this  sort :  first,  they  did  thunder  and  gallop  forward  in  a 
amtnimps — and  anon,  displayed  column  in  a  Cossack  dance, 
a  fandango,  or  a  gavot.  Whereat  the  Gothamites,  in  nowise 
onderstanding  this  unknown  system  of  warfare,  marvelled  ex- 
oeedinglie,  and  did  open  their  mouths  incontinently,  the  full  dis- 
tance of  a  bow-shot,  meaning  a  cross-bow,  in  sore  dismay  and 
apprehension.  Whereupon,  saith  Rigadoon,  flourishing  his  left 
1^  with  great  expression  of  valor,  and  most  magnific  carriage  : 
"  My  copesmates,  for  what  wait  we  here  ?  are  not  the  townsmen 
already  won  to  our  favor? — do  not  their  women  and  young 
damsels  wave  to  us  from  the  walls  in  such  sort  that,  albeit  there 
is  some  show  of  defence,  yet  is  it  manifestly  converted  into  onr 
iilterests  T"    So  saying,  he  made  no  more  ado,  but  les^uv^  v\tc^ 
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tbe  air  nbotit  a  Qight-sbot,  and  croasiDg  his  f^t  rax  tXaus,  i 
till!  maimer  of  the  Uoppingtots,  he  gave  a  short  pivrtri 
aiid  with  mighty  vigor  aud  sviftncss  did  Iwlt  oatrighl  o 
walls  with  a  somerset.     The  whole  army  of  Ho^ngtota  ilund 
iu  after  their  Tatiaut  chieftain,  with  au  ea<mnoua  equcaking  vt 
CddlL'B,  and  a  horrific  blasting  and  brattling  of  horns;  huoBiiK  i. 
that  the  doga  did  howl  in  the  streets,  so  hideoosljr  were  i!i 
ears  assiuled.    Tlie  Gothnmit«s  mai.le  some  semblance  of  dcfen  ' 
bat  their  women  having  been  all  won  over  into  the  infatmi ' : 
the  enemy,  they  were  shortly  reduced  to  make  most  alg«et  m 
mission;  and  delivered  over  to  tbe  coercion  of  cert«n  p^rf<^- 
of  the  Boppiuglottt,  wbo  did  pat  them  under  niowt  ignumiii! 
durance,  for  the  space  of  a  long  time,  until  they  had  leanLeil  ' 
turn  out  their  toes,  and  flourish  their  legs  after  the  uuntM-r 
tlieir  conquerors.     And  thus,  after  the  mauuer  I  have  nUV' 
was  the  mighty  and  pnitsant  cily  of  Onlham  cimuavefited. : 
token  by  a  arap  dt  pUd :  or,  as  it  might  tw  rctulorcd,  b;  i  :- 
of  le^. 

The  conquerors  showed  no  mercy,  but  did  pat  all  agts,  »v- 
and  conditions,  to  the  fiddle  and  the  <1ance  ;  ami,  in  a  •.<' 
cotnpt^Ued  and  enforced  them  to  become  absolute  Hcfifiiiif.' 
"  Habit,"  aa  the  ingenious  Liiiknm  f'itleliua  prorouAdl]r  affirc"* 
"  is  second  nntnre."  And  this  origiiial  and  invatnnlik  ubi^ri . 
tion  hath  becD  most  aptly  i>roved,  and  itlustraLed,  by  llir  ■ 
4m[ilc  of  the  Gothiuniccs,  ever  since  this  dieustnHia  and  oabK' 
mischance.  In  procvss  of  time,  they  liave  waxod  to  bt  >&' 
fi^rant,  ontrt^eous,  and  abandoned  dancers  ;  tliey  da  |k«>: 
on  naughte  but  how  to  gallaiitize  it  at  balls,  ronto,  aaA  fat^- 
gocfl  ;  insomuch  that  the  like  was  in  no  Udm  or  fteot  t' ' 
olxwrved  before.  They  do  moreover,  pitifully  devnto  Ibcir  U 
to  L\ve  in\.\\ftca\;vi)ft  «^  lXttV^*»A\)i«wdnys  forwmtli  tull 
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ion  and  edification  of  the  heel.  And  to  conclnde  ;  their 
:  folk,  who  whilome  did  bestow  a  modicnm  of  leiBore  upon 
»d,  hayc  of  late  utterly  abandoned  this  hopeful  task,  and 
quietly,  as  it  were,  settled  themselves  down  into  mere 
nes,  wound  up  by  a  tune,  and  set  in  motion  by  a  fiddle- 
I 
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TEE    LITTLE   UAN    IN    BLAOE.  ^| 

THK  following  Btory  has  been  handed  down  by  UaiHj  tr^i 
tion  for  more  than  a  century.  It  is  one  on  whJdi  r 
cousin  Climtoplier  dwells  with  more  Ibau  usoal  prolixitr  ;  i^ 
being  in  some  measure  conoeetcd  wilh  a  pereonugt:  oftrn  quni- 
in  OUT  work,  I  have  thouj^ht  it  worthy  of  beiug  tttiii  lieforc  n" 
readers. 

Soon  after  my  grandfather,  Mr,  LemncI  Cockloft,  hwl  qan-:'. 
Bottled  himself  at  the  Hull,  and  joxt  about  the  tiue  thai  ttit'  ^■ 
fips  of  the  neighborhood,  tired  of  prying  into  hi§  affain,  "'' 
anxious  for  some  new  tea-table  topic,  the  bosf  cnminuoity  cF  > 
little  Tillage  was  thrown  into  a  grand  turmoil  of  curioni;  m 
coujectnre — a  lutaation  very  common  to  little  gossiping  rillacF? 
by  the  toidden  and  unaccountable  appearance  of  a  I^yttrn^• 
Indiviilual. 

The  object  of  this  solicitude  was  a  littje  black-looking  man.  ' 
a  foreign  aspect,  who  took  possession  of  an  old  buihlinic.  «l> 
baring  long  had  the  reputation  of  being  hannted,  was  iu  ■  '-^ 
of  ruinons  dosoliLtion.  and  an  object  of  fear  to  all  tnie  belictw 
iu  gliosts.    lie  M?.TOiSi'5  ^oTC  ft.  \i.\(^h  sugar-loaf  hat  w 
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row  brim ;  and  a  little  black  cloak,  which,  short  as  he  was, 
■caroelj  reached  below  his  knees.  He  sought  no  intimacy  or 
acqnaint&nce  with  any  one  ;  appeared  to  take  no  interest  in  the 
pleasures  or  the  little  broils  of  the  Tillage  ;  nor  ever  talked  ;  ex- 
cept sometimes  to  himself  in  an  outlandish  tongue.  He  commonly 
carried  a  large  book,  covered  with  sheepskin,  under  his  arm  ; 
i^peared  always  to  be  lost  in  meditation  ;  and  was  often  met  by 
the  peasantry,  sometimes  watching  the  dawning  of  day,  some- 
times at  noon  seated  under  a  tree,  poring  over  his  volume  ;  and 
Bometimes  at  evening  gazing  with  a  look  of  sober  tranquillity  at 
the  snn  as  it  gradually  sunk  below  the  horizon. 

The  good  people  of  the  vicinity  beheld  something  prodigiously 
ugiilar  in  all  this  ;  a  profound  mystery  seemed  to  hang  about 
the  stranger  which,  with  all  their  sagacity,  they  could  not  pene- 
trate ;  imd  in  the  excess  of  worldy  charity  they  pronounced  it  a 
sure  sign  "  that  he  was  no  better  than  he  should  be  f  a  phrase 
Innocent  enough  in  itself :  but  which,  as  applied  in  common, 
signifies  nearly  everything  that  is  bad.  The  young  people 
thooght  him  a  gloomy  misanthrope,  because  he  never  joined  in 
their  sports  ;  the  old  men  thought  still  more  hardly  of  him  be- 
cuise  he  followed  no  trade,  and  never  seemed  ambitions  of  eam- 
ing  a  fturthing  ;  and  as  to  the  old  gossips,  baffled  by  the  inflexi- 
ble taeitomity  of  the  stranger,  they  unanimously  decreed  that  a 
man  who  could  not  or  would  not  talk  was  no  better  than  a 
dumb  beast.  The  little  man  in  black,  careless  of  their  opinions, 
seemed  resolved  to  maintain  the  liberty  of  keeping  his  own  secret; 
and  the  consequence  was,  that,  in  a  little  while,  the  whole  village 
was  in  an  uproar ;  for  in  little  communities  of  this  description, 
the  members  have  always  the  privilege  of  being  thoroughly 
versed,  and  even  of  meddling  in  all  the  aflbirs  of  each  other. 

A  confidential  conference  was  held  one  Sunday  morning  aftec 
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iirht  n-a^  Iho  Httio  it 
liiiliiTiiiii:,  fri^kiiitr  uti.l  i-iin-rtiii;  Id 
111.'  air  ii....tL  ;i  l.r.H.iiiMi.'k  ;  uii.)  it  wiis  iiluay^  ..iKcrvni,  Uiat  ;ii 
ili.-.  (iim--  tlii.  -t..nii  dill  rimr.'  nii.^-hiff  il.uii  ut  any  .>ilkT.  Tk 
,.|.l  l.i.l>'.  in  |.;.rririilar.  wli.)  .■^ii-'.^-l.'il  tin-  liUMi:i[ii-  ..ni,-al  J  [he 
li.iiliiiL'k.n].-.  In.t  .,11  <.„..,. f  tl,.-v.wii>iiiri-:iliTi.'  hriii-ilfiv"-: 
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MTv.-.i  I.I  l)i'  l^iiiii'  !ui<]  jiiilnl  ill  ilic  iiii.riiiiii:— til.-  little  nwn  in 
l,L.,k  «M.  -iiiv   lo  !.,■  jit  llu-  )M)lt.iiii  .if   th.-  (iffiiir  ;   i.or  r..uM  a 

l,i-ll    "iri.l   l.nHl   tlir,,r,f.'h    {],.-  vill.LlIC  Ht  Tli^'ht  l.llt   ll.O  "III  W.m'B 

[■liini^'L'i'il  11)1  Ui.-ir  ,s)!i.ul.iiTS,  nml  ult^^Tvci,  ■' the  little  man  i" 
lilnik  was  ill  Ills  t,<alnii>i<:'  Iti  sliort,  lie  bw-nmo  tlit-  l)u,L'l".iir 
.if  rviry  liiiiiM-  ;  iimi  wus  .i,s  cfrci-timl  ill  frijrliti'uinfr  little  cliild- 
n  II  ihlii  uiicdioiicv  fliicl  livstiTii's,  ns  the  mlonluble  Rtiw-htait- 
iiiiil-liliii>iiy-liiiiiis  hiiiisi-lf ;  nor  coulil  a  lioiisiewire  of  the  villaee 
k1i'i]i  ill  ]«'iici-  I'Xci'iil  uiiilor  tliL-  gininJiausliip  of  a  horse^Iioe 
nailed  to  Uif  vWut. 
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The  object  of  these  direful  suspicions  remained  for  some  time 
totally  ignorant  of  the  wonderful  quandary  he  had  occasioned  ; 
bat  he  was  soon  doomed  to  feel  its  effects.  An  individual  who 
is  once  so  unfortunate  as  to  incur  the  odium  of  a  village,  is  in  a 
g^reat  measure  outlawed  and  proscribed  ;  and  becomes  a  mark 
for  injury  and  insult ;  particularly  if  he  has  not  the  power  or  the 
disposition  to  recriminate.  The  little  venomous  passions,  which 
in  the  great  world  are  dissipated  and  weakened  by  being  widely 
diffused,  act  in  the  narrow  limits  of  a  country  town  with  col- 
lected vigor,  and  become  rancorous  in  proportion  as  they  are 
confined  in  their  sphere  of  action.  The  little  man  in  black  ex- 
perienced the  truth  of  this  ;  every  mischievous  urchin  returning 
from  school,  had  full  liberty  to  break  his  windows  ;  and  this  was 
considered  as  a  most  daring  exploit ;  for  in  such  awe  did  they 
stand  of  him,  that  the  most  adventurous  school-boy  was  never 
seen  to  approach  his  threshhold,  and  at  night  would  prefer  going 
round  by  the  cross-roads,  where  a  traveller  had  been  murdered 
by  the  Indians,  rather  than  pass  by  the  door  of  his  forlorn  habi- 
tation. 

The  only  living  creature  that  seemed  to  have  any  care  or 
affection  for  this  deserted  being,  was  an  old  turnspit — ^the  com- 
panion of  his  lonely  mansion  and  his  solitary  wandering — the 
sharer  of  his  scanty  meals,  and — sorry  I  am  to  say  it — the 
sharer  of  his  persecutions.  The  turnspit,  like  his  master,  was 
peaceable  and  inoffensive  ;  never  known  to  bark  at  a  horse,  to 
growl  at  a  traveller,  or  to  quarrel  with  the  dogs  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. He  followed  close  at  his  master's  heels  when  he  went 
out,  and  when  he  returned  stretched  himself  in  the  sunbeams  at 
the  door  ;  demeaning  himself  in  all  things  like  a  civil  and  well- 
disposed  turnspit.  But  notwithstanding  his  exemplary  deport- 
ment, he  fell  likewise  under  the  ill  report  of  the  village^  as  being 
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the  rarailmr  of  the  tittle  man  in  blactc,  and  tlic  tvW  spirit  tbal 
presidiid  at  lila  incantations.  The  old  liovel  was  cousidenxl  u 
the  Bcenc  of  their  unhallowed  rites,  and  its  barmliss  tcnuuLs 
regarded  nith  a  det^atatioii  wliicb  their  inoffensi re  (conduct  never 
merit<^.  Though  pelted  and  jeered  at  by  the  bniU  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  frequently  abused  by  their  parents,  the  little  mnn  in 
black  never  turned  to  rebake  them  ;  and  his  faithful  dog,  wtit-n 
wantonly  assaulted,  looked  np  wistfully  in  his  roast^r'a  facr,  and 
there  learned  a  lesson  of  patience  and  forbearance. 

The  movements  of  this  insenitable  being  had  long  been  the 
Bubjeet  of  ti|)ecuIation  at  Cockloft  Hull,  for  its  inmates  were  ^11 
as  much  )^veii  to  wondering  as  their  descendants.  The  jmtience 
with  which  he  bore  his  persecutions,  partjcularly  surprisod  them; 
for  patience  is  a  virtue  but  little  known  in  the  Cockloft  fas 
My  grandmother,  who,  it  appears,  was  rather  superstitioaa,  I 
in  this  humility  nothing  but  the  gloomy  sallenness  of  a  i 
who  restrained  himself  for  the  present,  in  hopes  of  midnight  n 
gcance  ;  the  parson  of  the  village,  who  was  a  man  of  some  n 
ing,  pronounced  it  the  stubborn  insensibility  of  a  stoic  phD 
pher;  iny  grandfather,  who,  worthy  sonl,  seldom  wandered  al 
in  search  of  conclusions,  took  a  data  from  his  own  esce 
heart,  and  regarded  it  as  the  humble  forgiveneai  of  a  Chrij 
But  however  different  were  their  opinions  as  to  the  character  4 
the  stranger,  they  agreed  in  one  particnlar,  nume.ly,  in  nenrll 
tmding  upon  his  solitude  ;  and  my  grandmother,  who  wu  at  ~ 
that  time  nursing  my  mother,  ne*er  left  the  room  without  wivlj 
putting  the  lai^  family  Bible  in  the  cradle — a  sun-  tatisnuo,  in 
her  qiinion,  agaist  witchcraft  and  necromancy. 

One  stormy  winter  night,  whan  a  bleak  northoaM  wi?)J 
moaned  about  the  cottages,  and  howled  around  the  villJlgef>(^ 
pie,  my  gro.n4tail\i«  •flaatftS.flivioa'f.ltiiTO.dub,  preceded  bj  t  la- 
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yant  with  a  lantern.  Just  as  he  arrived  opposite  the  desolate 
abode  of  the  little  man  in  black,  he  was  arrested  by  the  piteous 
howling  of  a  dog,  which,  heard  in  the  pauses  of  a  storm,  was 
exquisitely  mournful ;  and  he  fancied,  now  and  then,  that  he 
caught  the  low  and  broken  groans  of  some  one  in  distress.  He 
Btoiqped  for  some  minutes,  hesitating  between  the  benevolence 
of  hia  heart  and  a  sensation  of  genuine  delicacy,  which,  in  spite 
of  hia  eccentricity,  he  fully  possessed — and  which  forbade  him  to 
pry  into  the  concerns  of  his  neighbors.  Perhaps,  too,  this  hesi- 
tation might  have  been  strengthened  by  a  little  taint  of  supersti- 
tion ;  tor  surdy,  if  the  unknown  had  been  addicted  to  witch- 
craft, this  was  a  most  propitious  night  for  his  vagaries.  At 
length  the  old  gentleman's  philanthropy  predominated  ;  he  ap- 
proadMd  the  hovel,  and  pushing  open  the  door — for  poverty  has 
no  occasion  for  locks  and  keys — ^beheld,  by  the  light  of  the  lan- 
tern, a  scene  that  smote  his  generous  heart  to  the  core. 

On  a  miserable  bed,  with  pallid  and  emaciated  visage  and  hoi- 
few  eyes — in  a  room  destitute  of  every  convenience — without 
fire  to  warm  or  friend  to  console  him,  lay  this  helfdess  mortal, 
who  had  been  so  long  the  terror  and  wonder  of  the  village. 
His  dog  was  crouching  on  the  scanty  coverlet,  and  shivering  with 
ookL  My  grandfather  stepped  softly  and  hesitatingly  to  the 
bed-side,  and  accosted  the  forlorn  sufferer  in  his  usual  accents  of 
kindness.  The  little  man  in  black  seemed  recalled  by  the  tones 
of  compassion  from  the  lethargy  into  which  he  had  faUen  ;  for, 
though  his  heart  was  almost  frozen,  there  was  yet  one  chord 
that  answered  to  the  call  of  the  good  old  man  who  bent  over 
him  ;  the  tones  oi  sympathy,  so  novel  to  his  ear,  called  back  his 
wandering  senses,  and  acted  like  a  restorative  to  his  solitary 
feelings. 

He  raised  his  eyes,  but  they  were  vacant  and  haggard  ;  he 
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pot  forth  hia  liani),  but  It  woa  oold  ;  tii>  essajMl  la  (tprolc,  bat 
tbe  muuil  iltM  awny  In  hu  Ihronl ;  hu  jNiiiitcd  to  hIa  tnontli  with 
Ml  exprcwbii  <>r  ilrviulfiil  tnuudn)^,  unl,  nd  tn  rdftte  1  laygnaA' 
&tber  iiiiilit^tiKNltliat  theliMn)MBstnn]|[ar,iIaMrt«d  bfwidvt;,  . 
ma  ptmUiii)!  wiih  butiffor  t— with  tlio  quick  bapalw  of  bmun- 
itf  he  lUKpatclirtl  fais  Hull  fnr  n>fr<>eliiB9iit.    A 

Uttle  wnrm  iimirixlu  bim  fur  n  xluirt  time,  but  not 

long  ;  it  was  evlil  i  was  dreviiig  lii  a  riom,  and   ' 

Im  w&h  ationt  uotci  1  uflnin,  where  "  the  wicked 

cease  fnim  tnraliii 

Hia  tul<!  of  mbe  q^ekXj  lolil ;  infirmitMa  bad    I 

Bt<dea  upon  him,  hi  rip>n  of  the  seMou  :  he  liad    ! 

tiikcii  1.)  liis  h,:.\  wiiiiiiut  stri'Tiirtli  lo  riw  nn.!  a,<k  for  as.-.i?tiiifc 
—  ■'  -.xw]  if  I  li:nl,"  siiiii  he,  in  a  tone  of  liiltiT  dispoLidr.i.T, 
'■ti.  ivliniii  -li.-ul,l  I  liiivr  nviilii.'.!  ?  I  l.nvc  no  frien.l  tlial  I 
kiLi'w  I'f  iiJ  ilii-  "firlii  !  Tile  villiiKi''".'!  nvni.l  mc  iis  sonivtliins 
li.alh-;.-ui.;  nml  lii.ri-.-r^ii- ;  nii,l  lien-,  in  rlie  mi.li^t  <if  Chri.i- 
iai.-=.  slioiil.l  I   liavo  |HTi>!iiil,  wittiout  a  fHlow-ln^in^'  ti>  souths 


tlio    last 


of     I 


■  (Iviti 


■  faillifiil  dii>r  vM'iicd  1 


ill'  sicmv.!  •h'-]>h  smAUh  oftlio  Ijimlncs.^  of  niv  prandfatlicr: 
Htid  at  onr  liuir  ii-;  hi-  l..ol;,'d  141  into  iiis  old  Li-u.-faetor's  faw,  J 
i^oliiiifv  li  ;ir  was  nhsrivi'd  to  ,=ti':d  adowii  the  jmrflu-d  fiimm^ 
..f  hU  .-lii-ik.  I'oor  oiiinist  !  it  was  the  last  tear  he  slutl; 
hilt  1  uiiiratil  it  was  iio|  x\f  first  liy  niilliim,'.  Mt  jrraiidfalbi'r 
n-atrluMi  liy  l>nii  all  ni^'ht.  Toward  iiioniin«:  he  gradiiulk 
d.-.liiii-d  :  and  ;h  tli<>  rising' sua  frli^aiiinl  lliroiifjh  the  window,  lie 
l>,'^'L'<'d  to  hr  raisnl  in  lii^  h.'d  Dnit  he  iniL'lit  look  at  it  fur  the 
Ust  tinir.  1!,.  ,'ontfin|>latfd  it  for  n  iiionu-nt  «ith  11  kind  of 
ndigiou^  ^■u^^m^Wm,sw\V^j'i^\>■^\vw^■^d  u^  if  engaged  in  [irayiT. 
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The  strange  oonjectares  conceniing  him  rashed  on  my  grand- 
fikther's  mind  ;  "  he  is  an  idolater  1"  thought  he,  "  and  is  wor- 
shipping the  son  1"  He  listened  a  moment  and  blushed  at  his 
own  uncharitable  suspicion ;  he  was  only  engaged  in  the  pious 
devotions  of  a  Christian.  His  simple  orison  being  finished,  the 
little  man  in  black  withdrew  his  eyes  from  the  east,  and  taking 
my  grandfather's  hand  in  one  of  his,  and  making  a  motion  with 
the  other  toward  the  sun  :  "  I  love  to  contemplate  it,''  said  he, 
^  tiB  an  emblem  of  the  universal  benevolence  of  a  true^  Christ- 
ian ; — and  it  is  the  most,  glorious  work  of  him,  who  is  philan- 
thropy itself  1"  My  grandfather  blushed  still  deeper  at  his 
ungenerous  surmises ;  he  had  pitied  the  stranger  at  first,  but 
now  he  revered  him.  He  turned  once  more  to  regard  him,  but 
his  countenance  had  undergone  a  change  ;  the  holy  enthusiasm 
that  had  lighted  up  each  feature,  had  giv.en  place  to  an  expres- 
sion of  mysterious  import  ;  a  gleam  of  grandeur  seemed  to 
steal  across  his  Gothic  visage,  and  he  appeared  full  of  some 
mighty  secret  which  he  hesitated  to  impart.  He  raised  the  tat- 
tered nightcap  that  had  sunk  almost  over  his  eyes,  and  waving 
his  withered  hand  with  a  slow  and  feeble  expression  of  dignity, 
"  In  me,"  said  he,  with  laconic  solemnity, — "  in  mc  you  behold 
the  .last  descendant  of  the  renowned  Linknm  Fidelius  1"  My 
grandfather  gazed  at  him  with  reverence  ;  for  though  he  had 
never  heard  of  the  illustrious  personage,  thus  pompously 
annonnced,  yet  there  was  a  certain  black-letter  dignity  in  the 
name  that  peculiarly  struck  his  fancy  and  conmianded  his  res- 
pect. 

"  You  have  been  kind  to  me,"  contmued  the  little  man  in 
black,  after  a  momentary  pause,  **  and  richly  will  I  requite  your 
kindness  by  making  you  heir  to  my  treasures  !  In  yonder  larg^e 
deal  box  are  the  volumes  of  my  illustrious  ancestor,  of  which  I 
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■lone  nTn  (hi:  r<jrttuutte  poaiesor.  luherit  tbt-m,  ponilnr  orrr 
them,  and  be  wiw  I"  IIo  prrw  faint  with  the  exerliou  he  liud 
made,  ADilMuik  linik  dmcwt  br«Hthl«ii« na  bin  pillnw.  Ilisbanil, 
which,  iiisjiinil  with  the  Unpartance  of  his  Bubject,  he  had  niiwd 
to  m;  gmntirallipr'n  Knn,  »i)ipHl  fhitn  its  hold  and  fell  ovei  tiie 
aide  of  thu  In-d,  uiid  t^  lii^knl  it,  a.i  if  ansiom  lo 

Boothe  the  la/tt  momei  ^  muter  aud  testily  bia  gm- 

titnde  to  the   band  often    cherahMl  him.      The 

vntanght  caresses  of  liraal  were  not  lost  npon  Ha 

djiug  niafil«r  ;  ho  mi  d  eyes,  tiinipd  them  ou  Die 

dog,  tbcD  00  my  g  od  bmbg  given  this  ESect 

recommend  ktioD — doa  Ter. 

The  rcnmiiis  nf  the  little  man  in  hlaot,  notwithstanding:  the 
olji'itiniis  ,if  ni;i[iy  |.iims  iHfjile,  wure  ilrcriitly  iiiteiri'd  iu  the 
ciiiiri'liviinl  of  ilic  vilhise  ;  and  liiri  sjiiri!,  biirmless  ns  the  bodv 
It  oiiiv  iiiiiiiiiit.ll,  has  iieTer  twii  kninvn  to  mulest  a  living  being. 
My   (.'ranilfiiiluT   nmipli.ii.    as   fiir   as    pos,^il>le,    wiih  hi?  la,=t 


ri'iiiii'Sl  ;  hi' 

'  niriTiyed  tlie  viilumes  of    I.iiikum    Fidelius  to  his 

liljriiry:    lif 

■  jiniiileri'ii  ov.t  tliem  frcijiieiitly  ;     hut   whether  he 

grew  wi-er. 

llie  iniiiiiioii  ilmh   tint  nn'iiliwi.     Thi;;  mneli  is  cer- 

tain,  (liut  li 

is  kiniiii'''^s  to  the  |»"ir  de.';<-eiidaut  of  Fidelias  vms 

oniply  n.«u 

Y'h-i]  liv  tlic>  ii]i].r.iliiitii.n  of  his  own  heart,  nnd  the 

.llVn(,.,l    illt 

;iiliiii,>!it  uf  the  "Id  tiiriiiii>it  ;  who,  transferring  his 

nmvtioiifn, 

III  lii-  cleiviu^-d  nmsliT  to  his  lienefiidor,  heennie  his 

.■misl.ii.i  Mil 

eiKliiiit,  niid  wiis  fiilher  to  a  lon^'  line  of  rmify  eiirs 

tiiiii  .'^liii  n. 

.iiri>li  in  tliL-  family.     And  llins  was  the   Cockl.ft 

lil^niiylir., 

I'liridied  hy  the  invahiablc  folios  of  the  sa^  Linkiii 
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LETTER    FROM  MUSTAPHA    RUB-A-DUB    KELI   KHAN, 

TO     ASEM     HAOOHEli,    PBINOIPAL      8LAVS-DBITSB     TO    HIS    BIOHNESS 

THE  Bashaw  of  tbipoll 

TIIOUGH  I  am  often  disgosted,  my  good  Asem,  with  the 
vices  and  absurdities  of  the  men  of  this  coontrj,  yet  the 
women  afford  me  a  world  of  amusement.  Their  lively  prattle  is 
as  diverting  as  the  chattering  of  the  red-tailed  parrot ;  nor  can 
the  green-headed  monkey  of  Timandi  equal  them  in  whim  and 
playfulness.  But,  notwithstanding  these  valuable  qualifications, 
I  am  sorry  to  observe  they  are  not  treated  with  half  the  atten- 
tion bestowed  on  the  before  mentioned  animals.  These  infidels 
put  thdr  parrots  in  cages  and  chain  their  monkeys  ;  but  their 
women,  instead  of  being  carefully  shut  up  in  harems  and  sera- 
glios, are  abandoned  to  the  direction  of  their  own-reason,  and 
snflered  to  run  about  in  perfect  freedom,  like  other  domestic 
animals.  This  comes,  Asem,  of  treating  their  women  as 
rational  beings,  and  allowing  them  souls.  The  consequence  of 
this  piteous  neglect  may  easily  be  imagined  ;  they  have  degene- 
rated into  all  their  native  wildness,  arc  seldom  to  be  caught  at 
home,  and,  at  an  early  age,  take  to  the  streets  and  highways, 
where  they  rove  about  in  droves,  giving  almost  as  much  annoy- 
ance to  the  peaceable  people  as  the  troops  of  wild  dogs  that 
infest  our  great  cities,  or  the  flights  of  locusts  that  sometimes 
q>read  famine  and  desolation  over  whole  r^ons  of  fertility. 

This  propenfflty  to  relapse  into  pristine  wildness,  convinces  me 
c^  the  untamable  disposition  of  the  sex,  who  may  indeed  be  par- 
tially domesticated  by  a  long  course  of  confinement  and  restraint, 
but  the  moment  they  are  restored  to  personal  freedom,  become 
wild  as  the  young  partridge  of  this  country,  which^  though. 
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Ecarcely  hatT-hatchcd,  will  take  to  the  fields  awl  ran  aibont « 
the  shell  npoE  its  back. 

Kotwithstauding  their  wilrtness,  howerer,  Ihey  aro  i 
bly  cosy  of  access,  iind  salTer  tUemsvlvcs  to  he  approuchtil,  { 
tertaiu  hoars  of  the  day,  without  auy  symptoms  of  &|ipm 
don  ;  and  I  have  even  happily  succeeded  iu  det«ctiii^  tbni 
tlidr  domestic  occupations.    One  of  the  motit  iniportont  of  U 
CoQ^t^  in  thumping  vi-hpmeutiy  on  a  kmd  uf  muaictd  iu 
ment,  and  producuig  a  coufufied,  hiiluous,  nud  indefinable  npr 
which  they  call  the  description  of  a  batUt. — a  jcet,  no  c 
for  they  are  wonderfully  facetious  at  times,  and  make  f 
practice  of  passing    jokes  npon  stnmgers.      Somt'timei  I 
employ  themselves  in  painting  little  carirutiires  of  lands 
wherein  they  display  their  singnlar  drollery  in  banleriug  u 
fairly  out  of  counteuauce ;  representing  her  tricked  cot  tu  all  i 
tawdiy  finery  of  copper  skies,  purple  riTcre,  calico  rockx,  I 
grass,  clondB  that  look  hke  old  clothes  evt  adrift  Ity  the  tetaH 
and  foxy  trees,  who.se  meluni^buty  foliage,  drooping  and  < 
most  fantastically,  reminds  mo  of  an  undressed  periwig  t 
tiave,  now  and  then,  seen  hung  on  a  etick  in  a  barbcr'd  wind 
At  other  times,  they  employ  themselves  in  adiairing  a  a 
ing  of  langaagCB  spoken  by  nations  on  the  other  eido  of  I 
globe,  as  they  find  their  own  language  not  Guffleiently  o 
to  supply  their  constant  demands,  aud  express  their  mullifi 
fdeoe.      But  tlieir  most  import  domestic  BTOcation  is,  to  e 
braider,  on  satin  or  muslin.  Bowers  of  a  nondescript  Uul,  in 
which  the  great  art  is  lo  make  them  as  nulikc  natnre  as  pc«l>lr 
— or  to  fa.sten  little  bits  of  silver,  gold,  tinsel  and  glass,  w  loaf 
strips  of  muslin,  which  they  di-ag  after  them  with  much  dignitr 
whenever  tliey  go  abroad — a  fiue  iady,  like  a  bird  uf  panuiiK^ 
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Bat  do  not,  my  friend,  fall  into  the  enormoos  error  of  sapposing 
that  the  exercise  of  these  arts  is  attended  with  any  useful  or  pro- 
fitable results ;  believe  me,  thou  couldst  not  indulge  an  idea  more 
adjust  and  injurious  ;  for  it  appears  to  be  an  established  maxim 
among  the  women  of  this  country,  that  a  lady  loses  her  dignity 
when  she  condescends  to  be  useful ;  and  forfeits  all  rank  in  society 
the  moment  she  can  be  convicted  of  earning  a  farthing.  Their 
labors,  therefore,  are  directed  not  toward  supplying  their  house- 
hold, but  in  decking  their  persons,  and — generous  souls — they 
deck  their  persons,  not  so  much  to  please  themselves,  as  to 
gratify  others,  particularly  strangers.  I  am  confident  thou  wilt 
stare  at  this,  my  good  Asem,  accustomed  as  thou  art  to  our 
eastern  females,  who  shrink  in  blushing  timidity  even  from  the 
glance  of  a  lover,  and  are  so  chary  of  their  favors,  that  they 
even  seem  fearful  of  lavishing  their  smiles  too  profusely  on  their 
husbands.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  the  stranger  has  the  first 
place  in  female  regard,  and,  so  far  do  they  carry  their  hospital, 
ity,  that  I  have  seen  a  fine  lady  slight  a  dozen  tried  friends  and 
real  admirers,  who  lived  in  her  smiles  and  made  her  happiness 
their  study,  merely  to  allure  the  vague  and  wandering  glances  of 
a  stranger,  who  viewed  her  person  with  indifference,  and  treated 
her  advances  with  contempt.  By  the  whiskers  of  our  sublime 
bashaw,  but  this  is  highly  fiattering  to  a  foreigner  I  and  thou 
mayest  judge  how  particularly  pleasing  to  one  who  is,  like  myself, 
60  ardent  an  admirer  of  the  sex.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  condemn 
this  extraordinary  mauifestaUon  of  good-will — let  their  own  coun- 
trymen look  to  that. 

Be  not  alarmed,  I  conjure  thee,  my  dear  Asem,  lest  I  should 
be  tempted,  by  these  beautiful  barbarians,  to  break  the  faith  I 
owe  to  the  three-and-twenty  wives,  from  whom  my  unhappy 
destiny  has  perhaps  severed  me  forever.     No,  Asem,   neither 
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time,  nor  the  bitter  Ecccession  of  miiifortiiiies  that  ptrr^aes 
con  ebake  tVom  my  heart  the  memorf  of  former  attacliineuts.    I' 
listen  witli  tranquil  heart  to  the  stramiuiug  and  prattling 
these  fair  sirens  ;  their  wliinisical  paintiugs  touch  not  the  t«D< 
chord  of  my  aOeotioiis  ;  and  I  would  still  defy  their  fiisdnBtioi 
thougb  tliey  trailed  after  tbeni  trails  as  long  as  the  gorgeaii(j 
trajipiugs  which  are  dragged  at  the  heels  of  the  holy  cautl  if 
Mecca  ;  or  an  the   toil  of  the  great  beast    in  our   prt^ct^ 
vision,  which  meagnred  three  hmidred  and  forty-nine  leH| 
two  miles,  three  furlongs,  and  a  hand's  breadth  in  longitude. 
The  dress  of  these  women  is,  if  possible,  more  efcentric 
whimsical  than  their  deportment ;  and  they  take  an  inordinate 
pride  in    certain  omameuls  which  are  probably  derived  from 
their  sarage  progenitors.    A  woman  of  this  coiuilry,  dresud 
ont  for  an  exhibition,  is  loaded  with  as  maDy  ornaments  as 
Circassian  slare  when  bronght  out  for  sale.     Their  heads  on 
tricked  ont  with  little  bits  of  horn  or  shell,  cot  into  faul 
Bha]>es,  and  they  seem  to  emulate  each  other  in  the  ntunber 
these  singular  bnubtee — like  the  women  we  have 
journeys  to  Alepix),  who  cover  their  heads  with  the  entire 
of  a  tortoise,  and,  thus  equipped,  are  the  envy  of  all  their 
fortunate  acquaintance.     Tbey  also  decorate  IbeJr  tiocks 
ears  with  coral,  gold  chains,  and  glass  beads,  and  load  thrif 
Gngers  with  a  variety  of  rings ;  though,  I  must  cotifete,  I  han 
never  pcrc^cived  that  they  wear  any  in  their  noses — as  has  beei 
affirmed  by  many  travellers.     Wo  have  heard  mnch  of  Uidt 
painting  themselves  most  hideously,  and  making  u«e  of  beor^i 
grease  in  great  profusion  ;  but  thiE,  I  solemnly  aEsuiv  tbe«,  la 
misrepresentation  ;    civilisation,   no    doubt,    having    gradi 
extirpat4?d  thetie  uamieoiis  practices.    It  is  true,  1  ham  seen 
or  three  ot  Wae  WmB\ts.,wW  \^<^a^insed  their  features  wil 
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paint ;  bat  then  it  was  merely  to  give  a  tinge  of  red  to  their 
cheeks,  and  did  not  look  rery  frightful ;  and  as  to  ointment, 
thej  rarely  use  any  now,  except  occasionally  a  little  Orecian 
oil  for  their  hair,  which  gires  it  a  glossy,  greasy,  and,  they 
think,  very  comely  appearance.  The  last  mentioned  class  of 
females,  I  take  it  for  granted,  have  been  but  lately  caught,  and 
still  retain  strong  traits  of  their  original  sarage  propensities. 

The  most  flagrant  and  inexcusable  fault,  howerer,  which  I 
find  in  these  lorely  sarages,  is  the  shameless  and  abandoned  ex- 
posure of  their  persons.  Wilt  thou  not  suspect  me  of  exaggera- 
tion when  I  affirm — wilt  thou  not  blush  for  them,  most  discreet 
Mussulman,  when  I  declare  to  thee,  that  they  are  so  lost  to  all 
sense  of  modesty,  as  to  expose  the  whole  of  their  faces  from 
their  forehead  to  the  chin,  and  they  even  go  abroad  with  their 
hands  uncovered  I     Monstrous  indelicacy  I 

But  what  I  am  going  to  disdose  will,  doubtless,  appear  to 
thee  still  more  incredible.  Though  I  cannot  forbear  paying  a 
tribute  of  admiration  to  the  beautiful  faces  of  these  fair  infidels, 
yet  I  must  give  it  as  my  firm  opinion  that  their  persons  are  pre- 
posterously unseemly.  In  rain  did  I  look  around  me,  on  my 
first  landing,  for  those  divine  forms  of  redundant  proportions, 
which  answer  to  the  true  standard  of  Eastern  beauty.  Not  a 
single  fat  fair  one  could  I  behold  among  the  multitudes  that 
thronged  the  streets  ;  the  females  that  passed  in  review  before 
me,  tripping  sportively  along,  resembled  a  procession  of  shadows, 
returning  to  their  graves  at  the  crowing  of  the  cock. 

This  meagreness  I  first  ascribed  to  their  excessive  volubility  ; 
for  I  have  somewhere  seen  it  advanced  by  a  learned  doctor,  that 
the  sex  were  endowed  with  a  peculiar  activity  of  tongue,  in 
order  that  they  might  practise  talking  as  a-healthfhl  exercise, 
necessary  to  their  confined  and  sedentary  mode  of  life^    Tbi& 
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ncrciBe,  it  was  natnrol  to  enppoee,  woalil  be  carried  to  t 
exc«s8  in  a  logocracy — "  Tiw  true,"  thought  I,  "  they  hnve  eoa-M 
Tertisl,  what  was  nndonbtedly  meaat  as  a  beueGcent  gift,  tiiU>  ■ 
Doxious  habit,  that  steals  the  B«sh  from  their  bones  and  the  r< 
from    their  cheelts — ttiey   alisolntely    talk    themselves    thui  1*J 
Judge,  then,  of  my  surprise  when  I  was  assured,  not  long  nut 
that  this  me^rcDcss  was  cousidered  the  perfection  of  penona 
beauty,  and  that  many  a  lady  stArTe<l  herself,  with  all  the  ob»t^ 
liatc  perseverance  of  a  pions  dervise — iuto  a  fine  fignrel    "  Nn^,] 
more,"  stud  my  informer,  "  they  will  often  sacrifice  their  healtlafl 
in  this  eager  pursuit  of  skeleton  beauty,  and  drink  vinegnr,  cat 
pickles,  and  smoke  tobacco,  to  keep  themselves  within  tlie  scanty 
outlines  of  the  fashions."    Faugh  !  Allah  preserve  me  from  roch 
boanties,  who  contaimnate  their  pure  blood  with  noxioos  n- 
cipcs — who  impiously  sacrifice  the  best  gifts  of  Heaven,  to  a 
preposterous  and  mistaken  vanity]    Ere  long  1  shall  not  Ix  rar- 
prised  to  see  them  scarring  their  faces  like  the  negroes  of  Congo, 
flattening  their  noses  in  imitation  of  the  Ilattontots,  or,  like  the 
barbarians  of  Ab-al  Timur,  distortiag  their  lipg  and  cars  oat  of 
all  natural  dimeusions.    Since  I  received  this  information,  I  OM-i 
not  contemplate  a  Gue  figure  without  thinking  of  a  rinvfarj 
cruet  ;  nor  look  at  a  dashing  belle  without  fancying  her  a  p0t9 
of  pickled  cucumlKrrB  I     What  a  diOercuce,  my  friend,  between] 
these  shades  and  the  plump  beauties  of  Tripoli — what  s  oon-A 
trast  between  an  infidel  fair  one  and  my  Eavorite  wife,  Fatim^fl 
whom  I  bonght  by  the  hundred  weight,  and  bad  trundled  hotnsfl 
in  a  wheel-barrow  I  I 

But  enough  for  the  present;  I  am  promised  a  hithfdl  acconnn 
of  the  arcana  of  a  lady's  toilette — a  complete  initiation  inl^] 
the  arts,  tnysteries,  spells,  and  potions  ;  in  short,  UiejAdH 
ehemicEd  t)Toi»£&  ^i^j  ^Vvi\v  ^«.  -n^-^tus. V<a^K^  ^wn  to  M^^^| 
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fashionable  standard  of  insignificance  :  together  with  specimens 
of  the  strait-waistcoats,  the  lacings,  the  bandages,  and  the 
yarions  ingenious  instruments  with  which  she  puts  nature  to  the 
rack,  and  tortures  herself  into  a  proper  figure  to  be  admired. 

Farewell,  thou  sweetest  of  slaye-drivers  I  The  echoes  tliat 
repeat  to  a  lover's  ear  the  song  of  his  mistress,  are  not  more 
soothing  than  tidings  from  those  we  love.  Let  thy  answer  to 
my  letters  be  speedy  ;  and  never,  I  pray  thee,  for  a  moment, 
cease  to  watch  over  the  prosperity  of  my  house,  and  the  welfare 
of  my  beloved  wives.  Let  them  want  for  nothing,  my  friend  ; 
but  feed  them  plentifully  on  honey,  boiled  rice,  and  water-gruel ; 
80  that  when  I  return  to  the  blessed  land  of  my  flEtthers,  if  that 
can  ever  be  I  I  may  find  them  improved  in  size  and  loveliness, 
and  sleek  as  the  graceful  elephants  that  range  the  green  valley 
of  Abimar. 

Ever  thine, 

MUSTAPHA 
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tpoce  non  fona^ 7  Ufcea 

'Ibow-cnmr,  ii  behooves  tni'  (o  flisonrd 
rural  >,„iim.'ias,  in  «1,i,l,  I  tiavt'  for 
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l<)  tlir  liiiiii-s.  1  iii'iilil  :i.i!.  It.miHT,  liiivc  (uir  fiiir  rcniim 
irmifriiir  limt  \\i-  ui^ll  h<  ll,itt,r  utirMhw  uiiv  tlifir  poinl  jrriicc^, 
il.-v.iiitly  lis  w,.  ii,l,.ri-  llinii  !— :uiii  wlmt  tme  cavnlicr  d.H-s  iH't » 
-iiiLlWiirtily  .IS  »-,■  .Ifsirr  1i.ll.mrUi  m  tbo  mikl  suusl.iiic  of 
til.  ir  Miiil.s,  yri  \\i-  s.-..ni  I..  iii>iiiii!it.'  ..ursrlvcs  into  lljfir  fiiv.ir; 
iiiil.w  it  1.1-  ;i^  liori.'.f  (n.-uih,  Mii.rri'  uHl-wislitTS,  mid  liL*- 
iiit.Tisirii  Ji.lvi..r-,  If  ill  tlir  <'<iurs,- .if  i)ii,-;  imm!«T  tlicv  fiu.l 
11-=  i-i,ih.T  i.nuli-,il,>f.mrri,ii.iniuius,  tlicy  will  liavo  tlif  mMi-^ty 
111  iiMi-ilir  ii  (,i  III,'  ,x,'i..s  rit'  i|i,'ir  own  nirrits  ;  if  Ilipy  find  ns 
'■Mri'iiii'ly  iniliil!.-!  lit  ii]  ib,-ir  f^iiilis,  tliey  will  iiii|nitc  it  rntlicr  to 

■'lili.Tul  fiiiv  v>t  pvniit-Wwi.-. 
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The  Mowing  letter  of  Mostapba  falls  in  exactly  with  the 
current  of  my  purpose.  As  I  have  before  mentioned  that  his 
letters  are  without  dates,  we  were  obliged  to  give  them  yery 
irregularly,  without  any  regard  to  chronological  order. 

The  present  one  appears  to  have  been  written  not  long  after 
his  arrival,  and  antecedent  to  several  already  published.  It  is 
more  in  the  familiar  and  coloquial  style  than  the  others.  Will 
Wizard  declares  he  has  translated  it  with  fidelity,  excepting 
that  he  has  omitted  several  remarks  on  the  waltz,  which  the 
honest  Mussulman  eulogizes  with  great  enthusiasm  ;  comparing 
it  to  certain  voluptuous  dances  of  the  seraglio.  Will  regretted 
exceedingly,  that  the  indelicacy  of  several  of  these  observations 
compelled  their  total  exclusion,  as  he  wishes  to  give  all  possible 
encouragement  to  this  popular  and  amiable  exhibition. 


•  •• 


LETTER  FROM  MUSTAPHA  RUB-A-DUB  KELT  KHAN, 

TO  MULBT  HBUM   AL  BAOOT,    SUBNAMBD   THE  AOBBRABLB  BAOAMUF* 
FIN,  OHIBF  MOUyTBBAKK  AND  BUFFA-DANOEB  TO  HIS  niOaNBSB. 

THE  numerous  letters  which  I  have  written  to  our  friend 
the  slave-driver,  as  well  as  those  to  thy  kinsman  thb 
SNOBER,  and  which,  doubtless,  were  read  to  thee,  honest  Muley, 
have,  in  all  probability,  awakened  thy  curiosity  to  know  further 
particulars  concerning  the  manners  of  the  barbarians,  who  hold 
me  in  such  ignominious  captivity.  I  was  lately  at  one  of  their 
public  ceremonies,  which,  at  first,  perplexed  me  exceedingly  as 
to  its  object ;  but  as  the  explanations  of  a  friend  have  let  me 
somewhat  into  the  secret,  and  as  it  «^tQ&  \x^  \^«x  ^^^^ss&s^ 
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analogy  to  thy  profession,  a  description  of  it  may  conlrilnit*  ti 
thy  unnscment,  if  not  to  thy  instruction. 

A  few  days  since,  just  as  I  had  finished  my  coffee,  and  o 
perfuming  my  whiskers,  preparatory  to  a  morning  wallL,  I  was 
Waited  npon  by  an   inhabitant  of    tliis  place,   a  gay  ;oatig^ 
infidel,  who  has  of  late  cnltivsted  my  acqaaiotance. 
aented  me  <rith  a  square  bit  of  punted  panleboanl,  which,  I 
informed  me,  ivonld  entitle  me  to  admittance  to  the  Cnr  Asno 
BLT.     Carious  to  know  the  meaning  of  a  plirase,  which  i 
entirely  new  to  me,  1  requested  an  explanation;  when  mj  friend 
Infonned  me,  that  the  assembly  was  a  nomeroos  concourse  €l 
young  people  of  both  sexes,  who,  on  certain  occasions,  gather 
ti^ther  to  dance  about  a  lar^e  room  with  riolent  gcsticDlatioi 
and  try  to  out-dress  each  other.     "  In  short,"  said  he,  " 
wiah  to  see  the  natives  in  all  their  glory,  there's  do  plac 
the  Ciy  Astemhly  ;  so  you  must  go  there,  and  Bjwrl  your  ■ 
kera."    Though  the  matter  of  sporting  my  whisker?,  waao 
sdcrably  alwve  my  apprehension,  yet  I  now  began,  aa  I  ihooghi^ 
to  understand  him.     I  had  heard  of  the  war  dances  of  iba 
natives,  which  are  a  kind  of  religious  instilnlion,  and  had  little 
doubt  bat  that  this  must  be  a  solemnity  of  the  kind — upon  ■ 
prodigions  great  scale.     Anxious  as  I  am  to  contemplate  thes 
strange  people  in  every  situation,  I  willingly  acceded  to  his  p 
posal,  and  to  be  the  more  at  ease,  I  determined  to  lay  aside  a 
Tnrkisli  dress,  and  appear  in  plain  garments  of  the  faehlon  d 
this  country,  as  is  my  custom  wheDever  I  wish  to  mingle  In  ■ 
crowd  without  exciting  the  attention  of  the  gaping  mnltitsde.  1 

Jt  was  long  after  the  shades  of  night  had  fallen  twfore  n 
friend  a  PI  wared  to  conduct  me  to  the  n*sembly.  '"nieseh 
dels  "  t\\oug\\t.  1 ,  "  *\\TWi\  vWoEcWes  in  mystery,  and  »A  t] 
aid  of  doom  aoi  &mV^«®i  Vi  VA'^iAKa.  ft«^«i,'as«6s^  -A  tl 


THB  OTTY  ASSEMBLY.  371 

pioos  orgies."  Reeolying  to  condact  myself  with  that  decent 
respect,  which  every  stranger  owes  to  the  customs  of  the  land  in 
which  he  sqjoams,  I  chastised  my  features  into  an  expression  of 
sober  rererence,  and  stretched  my  face  into  a  degree  of  longi- 
tude suitable  to  the  ceremony  I  was  about  to  witness.  Spite  of 
myself,  I  felt  an  emotion  of  awe  stealing  over  my  senses  as  I' 
approached  the  migestic  pile.  My  imagination  pictured  some- 
thing similar  to  a  descent  into  the  cave  of  Dom-Daniel,  where 
the  necromancers  of  the  East  are  taught  their  infernal  arts.  I 
entered  with  the  same  gravity  of  demeanor  that  I  would  have 
i^proached  the  holy  temple  at  Mecca,  and  bowed  my  head  three 
times  as  I  passed  the  threshold.  ''  Head  of  the  mighty  Am- 
jon  I"  tl^ought  I,  on  being  ushered  into  a  splendid  saloon, 
''  what  a  display  is  here  I  surely  I  am  transported  to  the  man- 
sions of  the  Houris,  the  elysium  of  the  faithful  I" — How  tame 
appeared  all  the  descriptions  of  enchanted  palaces  in  our  Ara- 
bian poetry  I — ^wherever  I  turned  my  eyes,  the  quick  glances  of 
beauty  dazzled  my  vision  and  ravished  my  heart ;  lovely  virgins 
fluttered  by  me,  darting  imperial  looks  of  conquest,  or  beam- 
ing such  smiles  of  invitation,  as  did  Gabriel  when  he  beckoned 
our  holy  prophet  to  Heaven.  Shall  I  own  the  weakness  of  thy 
friend,  good  Muley  ? — while  thus  gazing  on  the  enchanted  scene 
before  me,  I,  for  a  moment,  forgot  my  country;  and  even  the 
memory  of  my  three-ond-twenty  wives  faded  from  my  heart ; 
my  thoughts  were  bewildered  and  led  astray  by  the  charms  of 
these  l>ewitching  savages,  and  I  sunk,  for  a  while,  into  that  deli- 
cious state  of  mind,  where  the  senses,  all  enchanted,  and  all 
striving  for  mastery,  produce  an  endless  variety  of  tumultuous, 
yet  pleasing  emotions.  Oh,  Muley,  never  shall  I  again  wonder 
that  an  infidel  should  {)rove  a  recreant  to  the  single  solitary  wife 
allotted  him,  when,  even  thy  friend,  armed  wit^  all  Ihe  precepts 
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of    Malionicl,    can    bo    ensily    prove    fnithless    to    tlir«' 
twenty. 

"  Whither  have  jon  led  inc  ?"  said  I,  at  leDfrth,  to  my  cot 
pauion,  "and  to  whom  do  thesp  beautiful  oretttiuvs  lu'loti^fl 
Certainly  this  mnat  be  the  seraglio  of  tho  grand  bashaw  of  L 
city,  and  a  most  hap|>y  baslian  must  he  I>e,  to  posseaB  I 
Bape§  which  even  hie  highness  of  IVipoli  cannot  paraUuL"  "  Utf^ 
a  tare,"  cried  my  companion,  "  how  yon  talk  about  eemglios,  4 
you'll  haye  a\\  these  geutle  nymplis  abont  your  ears  ;  for  sera 
Ho  is  a  word  which,  beyond  all  others,  they  abhor — most  ( 
them,"  continued  he,  "  have  no  lord  and  master,  but  come  h 
to  catcb  one — they're  in  the  market,  as  we  term  it."    "  J 
hah  t"  said  1,  esultingly,  "  then  yon  really  have  a  fair,  or  daT^ 
market,  such  as  we  have  in  the  East,  where  the  faithTnl  are  p 
vided  with  the  choicest  virgins  of  Ocoi^a  and  Cirrassift  ?— 
our  glorione  sun  of  Afric,  but  1  should  like  to  select  some  ten  4 
a  dozen  wives   from   so    lovely  an   assemblage  1     Pray,  wbl 
would  you  supiMse  they  might  be  bought  for  ?" 

Before  I  could  receive  an  answer,  my  attention  was  attract* 
by  two  or  three  gooii-looking  nuddle«zed  men,  wbo  being 
dressed  in  black,  a  color  universally  worn  in  this  oonntfy  l>y 
the  muftis  and  dervi^es,  I  immediately  concluded  to  be  lu^ 
priests,  and  was  confirmed  in  my  ori^nal  opinion  that  tlue  WU 
a  religious  ceremony.  These  reverend  personages  are  entitled 
managers,  and  enjoyed  unlimited  authority  in  the  araen 
being  armed  with  swords,  with  which,  I  am  lold,  Ihey  i 
infallibly  put  any  lady  to  death,  who  infringed  the  laws  o 
temple.  They  walked  round  the  room  with  greflt  »oIemi 
and,  with  an  air  of  profound  im{>ortanee  and  mrstvry,  p 
little  piece  of  folded  paper  in  ea(?h  fair  hand,  which  I  eond 
were  rcHgiovia  UfemMw.    Qto  <S.  ■iv^:™.  iaw;^  on  the  I 
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whereupon  I  slfly  pat  mj  foot  on  it,  and,  watching  an  opportiF 
nity,  jHcked  it  np  unobserved,  and  found  it  to  contain  some 
unintelligible  words  and  the  mystic  number  9.  What  were  its 
virtues  I  know  not ;  except  that  I  put  it  in  mj  pocket,  and 
have  hitherto  been  preserved  from  my  fit  of  the  lumbago,  which 
I  generally  have  about  this  season  of  the  year,  ever  since  I 
tumbled  into  the  well  of  Zim-zim  on  my  pilgrimage  to  Mecca. 
I  inclose  it  to  thee  in  this  letter,  presuming  it  to  be  particularly 
serviceable  against  the  dangers  of  thy  profession. 

Shortly  after  the  distribution  of  these  talismans,  one  of  the 
high-priests  stalked  into  the  middle  of  the  room  with  great 
majesty,  and  clapped  his  hands  three  times ;  a  loud  explosion 
of  music  succeeded  from  a  number  of  black,  yellow,  and  white 
musicians,  perched  in  a  kind  of  cage  over  the  grand  entrance. 
The  company  were  thereupon  thrown  into  great  confusion  and 
aj^Murent  consternation.  They  hurried  to  and  fro  about  the 
room,  and  at  length  formed  themselves  into  little  groups  of 
eight  persons,  half  male  and  half  females ;  the  music  struck  into 
something  like  harmony,  and,  in  a  moment,  to  my  utter  aston- 
ishment and  dismay,  they  were  all  seized  with  what  I  Concluded  to 
be  a  paroxysm  of  religious  phrenzy,  tossing  about  their  heads  in  a 
ludicrous  style  from  side  to  side,  and  indulging  in  extravagant  con- 
tortions of  figure  ;  now  throwing  their  heels  into  the  air,  and 
anon  whirling  round  with  the  velocity  of  the  eastern  idolaters, 
who  think  they  pay  a  grateful  homage  to  the  s^n  by  imitating 
his  motions.  I  expected  every  moment  to  see  them  fall  down 
in  convulsions,  foam  at  the  mouth,  and  shriek  with  fancied 
inspiration.  As  usual,  the  females  seemed  most  fervent  in  their 
religious  exercises,  and  performed  them  with  a  melancholy 
expression  of  feature  that  was  peculiarly  touching ;  but  I  was 
highly  gratified  by  the  exemplary  conduct  of  several  male  devo- 
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idexible  a 
lea  in  ^H 


teee,  wlio,  thongh  th»r  gesticulalione  would  tatiniate  a  wW 
merrimcDt  of  Uie  reellugs,  maintaineil  thruuglioat  b£  Uidexible  a 
gravity  of  comiteDaiux:  as  so  maoy  monkejs  of  tlie  islaiul  ^ 
Borneo  at  tbcir  aoiicks. 

"  Aud  pray,"  said  I,  "  who  is  the  dirinit;  that  presides  in 
upleudid  mosque r — "The  dirinity  I^-oh,  I  understaiMl— 
meaii  the  bdie  of  the  ercaiug  ;  we  have  a  new  oneerciy  a 
tlie  one  at  present  in  fashion,  is  that  lady  j'oa  sec  ' 
dreseed  in  white,  with  jiiuk  ribhotis,  and  a  crowd  of  adcvo) 
around  her."  "  Truly."  cried  I,  "  this  is  the  pleasouteet  ddlj  I 
hare  encountered  in  tlie  whole  course  of  my  travels — bo  fwmiliw. 
so  condescending,  and  so  raeiTy  withal ;  why,  her  very  woish^ 
pcrs  take  her  by  the  baud,  and  whisper  iu  her  ear."— "Mj 
good  Mn^nlman,"  replied  my  friend,  with  great  gravity,  ' 
perceive  you  are  completely  in  an  error  eoncemiug  the  intent  4 
this  ceremony.  Vou  are  now  in  a  place  of  public  taaas 
not  of  public  worship  ;  and  the  pretty  looking  young  nv 
see  making  such  violent  and  groicwjoe  distortions,  ue  i 
indulging  in  our  favorite  amusement  of  dancing. "  "  I  cry  f 
mercy,"  exelaimed  I,  "these  then  arc  the  dancing  i 
women  of  the  town,  such  as  wc  have  in  our  principal  dtiei,  i 
hire  themselves  out  for  the  cntertainmeut  of  the  wealth; ; 
pray,  who  pays  them  for  this  fatiguing  exhibition  f 
friend  regarded  me  for  a  moment  with  an  air  of  whimsical 
plexity,  as  if  doubtfnl  whether  1  was  in  jest  or  i 
"  Sblood,  man,"  cried  he,  "  these  are  some  of  onr  greatest  pe* 
pie,  onr  fashionables,  who  are  merely  dancing  here  for  aaaae- 
meut."  Dawvtg  for  ainuirmenl  !  think  of  that,  Maley  I — 
whose  greatest  pleasure  is  to  chew  opium,  smoke  I 
on  II  couch,  und  doze  thyself  into  the  regions  of  ilie  Hon 
— Daumgtut  «uu£fc\a'GA\ — ^ViaJl  I  never  cease  bftving  c 


DAKOnrO  FOB  AHUBEMENT.  375 

aon  to  langh  at  the  absurdities  of  these  barbarians,  who  are 
laborious  in  their  recreations,  and  indolent  only  in  their  hours  of 
bosiness  ?  Dancing  for  amusement  I — the  rery  idea  makes  my 
bones  ache,  and  I  never  think  of  it  without  being  obliged  to 
apply  my  handkerchief  to  my  forehead,  and  fan  myself  into 
Bome  d^ree  of  coolness. 

''  And  pray,"  said  I,  when  my  astonishment  had  a  little  sub- 
sided, ''  do  these  musicians  also  toil  for  amusement,  or  are  they 
confined  to  their  cage,  like  birds,  to  sing  for  the  gratification  of 
others  ?  I  should  think  the  former  was  the  case,  from  the  ani* 
mation  with  which  they  fiourish  their  elbows."  "  Not  so,"  replied 
my  friend, ''  they  are  well  paid,  which  is  no  more  than  just,  for 
I  assure  you  they  are  the  most  important  personages  in  the  room. 
The  fiddler  puts  the  whole  assembly  in  motion,  and  directs  their 
movements,  like  the  master  of  a  puppetrshow,  who  sets  all  his 
pasteboard  gentry  kicking  by  a  jerk  of  his  fingers.  There  now 
—look  at  that  dapper  little  gentleman  yonder,  who  appears  to 
be  suffering  the  pangs  of  dislocation  in  every  limb :  he  is  the 
most  expert  puppet  in  the  room,  and  performs,  not  so  much  for 
his  own  amusement,  as  for  that  of  the  bystanders."  Just  then, 
the  little  gentleman,  having  finished  one  of  his  paroxysms  of 
activity,  seemed  to  be  looking  round  for  applause  from  the  spec- 
tators. Feeling  myself  really  much  obliged  to  him  for  his  exer- 
tions, I  made  him  a  low  bow  of  thanks,  but  nobody  followed  my 
example,  which  I  thought  a  singular  instance  of  ingratitude. 

Thou  wHt  perceive,  friend  Muley,  that  the  dancing  of  these 
barbarians  is  totally  different  from  the  science  professed  by  thee 
in  Tripoli ;  the  country,  in  fact,  is  afiiicted  by  numerous  epide- 
mical diseases,  which  travel  from  house  to  house,  from  city  to 
city,  with  the  r^ularity  of  a  caravan.  Among  these,  the  most 
formidable  is  this  dancing  mania,  which  prevuk  chkfiL^  tbx^^i^ 
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out  ibe  wiDter.    It  at  first  seized  on  a  few  jtpopk  of  Ga^litoii,  j 
beiug  indulged  in  moderation,  waa  a  cheerful  exercise  ;  bat  ■ 
little  time,  by  quick  advances,  it  iiifcct«d  all  classes  of  the  coa^ 
muuity,  and  becajne  a  racing  qiidemic.     The  doctors  imme 
diatety,  as  is  their  usual  way,  instead  of  devising  a  remedy,  fell 
together  by  the  ears,  to  decide  whether  it  was  native  or  im- 
ported, and  the  sticklers  for  the  latter  opliiioa  traced  it  to  i 
cargo  of  trumpery  from  France,  as  they  had  before  hunted  doira 
the  yellow  fever  to  a  bag  of  coffee  from  the  West  Indies.  What 
mokes  this  i^seose  the  more  formidable  is,  that  the  intienU 
seem  infatuated  with  their  malady,  abandon  themselves  to  jj 
unbounded  ravages,  and  cxjxjse  their  persons  to  wintry  si 
and  midnight  airs — more  fntol,  ia  this  capricioos  cUnutle,  l| 
the  withering  Simoom  bla.st  of  the  desert. 

I  know  not  whether  it  is  a  eight  most  whimsical  or  melanchi 
to  witness  a  &t  of  this  dancing  mabdy.  The  lady  hope  op  J 
the  gentleman,  who  stands  at  the  distance  of  about  three  p 
and  then  capers  back  again  to  her  place  ;  the  geutlco 
couree,  does  the  same  ;  then  they  skip  one  way,  then  llieyji 
another  ;  then  they  tarn  their  bocks  to  each  other  ;  then  ( 
seize  each  other  and  shake  hands  ;  then  they  whirl  round,  i 
throw  themselves  into  a  thousand  grotesque  and  ridlculoiB'^ 
tudcs — Boraetimea  on  one  leg,  sometimes  on  the  other,  and 
times  on  no  leg  at  oH-^^ud  thiK  tttey  call  exhibiting  the  g 
By  the  mnetccu  thoDSand  capers  of  the  great  mountebank  a 
Damascus,  but  these  graces  must  be  something  like  the  erooked- 
back  dwarf,  Shabrac,  who  is  sometimes  permitted  to  aauue  Ut 
highness  by  inutatiug  the  tricks  of  a  monkey.  These  fltscM- 
tiiinc  at  short  intervals  from  four  or  five  hours,  til]  at  tart  ik 
likdy  ta  lud  off,  Caint,  languid,  exhausted,  and  panting,  hi  bcf 
cufriage  ■,  ■t&t.vi^a'Waa-,  ^«as*s.«."»^'!J  fcT«ri^  r 
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cold  perqnrations,  and  troubled  sleep ;  rises  late  next  mornings 
if  riie  rises  at  all,  is  nervoos,  petolant,  or  a  prey  to  languid  in^ 
difference  all  day — a  mere  hoosehold  spectre,  neither  giving  nor 
receiying  enjoyment — ^in  the  evening  hurries  to  another  dance  ; 
receiyes  an  unnatural  exhilaration  from  the  lights,  the  music, 
the  crowd,  and  the  unmeaning  bustle ;  flutters,  sparkles,  and 
blooms  for  awhile  until,  the  transient  delirium  being  past,  the 
in&tnated  maid  droops  and  languishes  into  apathy  again ;  is 
again  led  off  to  her  carriage,  and  the  next  morning  rises  to  go 
through  exactly  the  same  joyless  routine. 

And  yet,  wilt  thou  believe  it,  my  dear  Raggi,  these  are 
itttional  beings — ^nay,  more,  their  countrymen  would  fain  per- 
Boade  me  they  hare  souls !  Is  it  not  a  thousand  times  to  be 
lamented  that  beings,  endowed  with  charms  that  might  warm 
even  the  frigid  heart  of  a  dervise — ^with  social  and  endearing 
powers  that  would  render  them  the  joy  and  pride  of  the  harem 
— should  surrender  themselves  to  a  habit  of  heartless  dissipation, 
which  preys  imperceptibly  on  the  roses  of  the  cheek — ^which  robs 
the  eye  of  its  lustre,  the  mouth  of  its  dimpled  smile,  the  spirits 
of  their  cheerful  hilarity,  and  the  limbs  of  their  elastic  vigor — 
which  hurries  them  off  in  the  spring-time  of  existence ;  or,  if 
they  survive,  yields  to  the  arms  of  a  youthful  bridegroom  a 
frame  wrecked  in  the  storms  of  dissipation,  and  struggling  with 
premature  infirmity.  Alas,  Muley  I  may  I  not  ascribe  to  this 
cause,  the  number  of  little  old  women  I  meet  with  in  this 
country  from  the  age  of  eighteen  to  eight-and-twenty. 

In  sauntering  down  the  room,  my  attention  was  attracted  by 
a  smoky  painting,  which,  on  nearer  examination,  I  found  con- 
sisted of  two  female  figures  crowning  a  bust  with  a  wreath  of 
laurel.  "This,  I  suppose,"  cried  I,  "was  some  famous  dancer 
in  his  time  7"    "  Oh,  no,"  replied  my  friend,  "  he  ^qa  o\\b^  ^ 
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geoeraL"  "  Qood ;  bat  then  he  must  hare  bcea  gn»i  at  a 
cotillon,  or  expert  at  a  fiddlestick,  or  why  la  his  ufjuoriaj 
here  ?"  '.'  Qoitc  the  contrary,"  answered  my  compamoo,  "  ids- 
tory  makes  no  mention  of  his  ever  haTinj^  floarishixl  &  ^Mle- 
stick,  or  figured  in  a  single  dance.  Yoa  have,  no  dimbl,  )nat<i 
of  him  ;  he  was  the  illustrions  Wasbington,  the  father  ud 
deliver  of  his  country;  and  as  oar  nation  is  remarkaiile  for  grati- 
tude to  great  men,  it  always  does  honor  to  their  memofv,  tf  . 
plocuig  their  monuments  orer  the  doora  of  taverns,  or  ii 
corners  of  dancing-rooms." 

Prom  thence  my  friend  and  I  stroUcd  ioto  a  bdoJI  n 
adjoiuing  the  grand  saloon,  where  I  behold  a  niuulter  of  fjtn' 
looking  jwrsoDs,  with  venerable  grey  heads,  bnt  withoat  bMKb, 
which  I  thought  very  uubecoming.  seated  aronml  a  tabic,  (bnly- 
ing  hieroglyphics.  I  approached  them  with  reverence,  m  m 
many  magi,  or  learned  men,  endeavoring  to  expound  the  »» 
teriM  of  Egyptian  science.  ScTcral  of  them  thnrw  down  luiweT, 
which  I  supposed  was  a  reward  proposed  for  some  great  di*- 
covery,  when  presently  one  of  them  spread  his  hierogly]>hic*  « 
the  table,  and  exclaimed  trinmphanlly,  "  Two  ballets  aoil  > 
braggcr  I"  and  swept  all  the  money  into  his  [loeket.  II*  k» 
discovered  a  key  to  the  hieroglyphics,  thought  I  ;  hnpfiy  ir-- 
tall  no  doubt  bis  name  will  be  immortslizcd.  WUIine.  '' 
ever,  to  be  satisfied,  I  looked  round  on  my  compMiioa  *' : 
an  inquiring  rye.  He  underelood  me,  and  iuformed  m<  ibii 
these  were  a  company  of  friends,  who  had  met  together  tu  n 
each  other's  money,  and  bo  ngreeable.  '"  Is  that  aUT"  cxefaiflMd 
I,  "why,  then,  I  pmy  yon,  make  way,  and  let  me  <wnpe  frA 
this  temple  of  abominations,  or  who  knows  but  tbew  pMf't 
w\io  Qti^t  \a^\^iisc  to  toil,  worry,  and  btigue  tfaenadro  ^^ 
deafh,  mi4  gi'^e  \X  ^'i  ^«kn*  *  ■^«»»!o&— *»A  who  wii  ««* 
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other's  money  by  way  of  being  agreeable — ^may  some  one  of 
them  take  a  liking  to  me,  and  pick  my  pocket,  or  break  my 
head,  in  a  paroxysm  of  hearty  good-will  I" 

Thy  friend, 

MUSTAFHA. 


•  •• 


BY  ANTHONY  EVERGREEN,  GENT. 

Jfune  ett  bib&ndwm.  nunopeds  Ubsro 
PuUanda  MIiml  Bor. 

*II<nr  ii  the  ttme  for  wine  and  mjrthftil  sportei, 
lor  dumoe,  and  Bong,  and  dliportei  of  ijrch  aortes."       Livk.  Fid. 

TIE  winter  campaign  has  opened.  Fashion  has  summoned 
her  nmneroos  legions  at  the  sound  of  trumpet,  tamborine, 
and  drum  ;  and  all  the  harmonious  minstrelsy  of  the  orchestra, 
to  hasten  from  the  duH,  silent,  and  insipid  glades  and  grores, 
where  they  hare  vegetated  during  the  summer,  recovering  from 
the  ravages  of  the  last  winter's  campaign.  Our  fair  ones  have 
hnrried  to  town,  eager  to  pay  their  devotions  to  the  tutelary 
deity,  and  to  make  an  offering  at  her  shrine  of  the  few  pale  and 
transient  roses  they  gathered  in  their  healthful  retreat.  The 
fiddler  rosins  his  bow,  the  card-table  devotee  is  shuffling  her 
pack  ;  the  young  ladies  are  industriously  spangling  maslins,  and 
the  tearparty  heroes  are  airing  their  chapeaux  bras  and  pea- 
blossom  breeches,  to  prepare  for  figuring  in  the  gay  circle  of 
smQes,  and  graces,  and  beauty.  Now  the  line  lady  forgets  her 
country  friends,  in  the  hurry  of  fashionable  engagements,  or 
receives  the  simple  intruder,  who  has  foolishly  accepted  her 
thousand  pressing  invitations,  with  such  politeness  that  the  \yooT 
soul  determines  never  to  come  again.    "So^  \Xi^  ^1  \w5^L^^\ia 
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Mat  igimd  at  BalLstmi.  uid  tfltBed  (he  pnrp  eprin^.  eichuiga 

the  qiuUuuc  walfr  far  rtiU  mow  qwrkliu^  dutmpigwi,  nod 

da>R>  th«  nrmph  of  Uk  buuiii.  lo  ailiit  ludiir  tbo-itudiil 

or  jolly  B«.l.«..    lo  liott,  now  l>  U»  iniiortmt  tine  oT  Ibt  <| 

jw  in  which  to  h-^n.^.  il»  1^ 

■KtUtn  nader,  Md.  fiko  am* 

audmt  hen>  in  rnnii 

to  spirit  him  op  to  de«di  1/ 

noUo  duii^',  or  I 

1  Kufferuig,  in  the  ranks  rf 

baliioiublo  >u{« 

Such,  bdnl.  h> 

Lion,  hot  the  noiabcr  of  coaet 

which  h«ie  I«lc1j . 

and  Ihu  Tsriciy  ofcompJahiU 

I  bare  niwWnl  fri 

™T»iideiitii 

,  cnll  ),                       1 

Ihte  mltcnlbn.     A  bort  of   ' 

.■ti.T^  „r  n 


1  Mk-w  llio  slmr 
nihl  lulviscn.  will 
..l.jcct  ofmostof 


.  way  to  (Jatisfy  my  jx'titioiiers,  raemoria lists, 
'  lo  jmhlish  their  li-ttors,  as  I  suppei'I  llie 
III  is  miTcIy  to  get  into  print. 


ii-ffiil   1..  t!i,-  l:i.liL-s— I 


ir  to  have  taketi  to  voorsclf  tlio  trouble  of 
iiwrus  of  tlio  ln'itu  raoiule,  I  take  the  liliertf 
111  on  a  siilijoct  which,  though  coiisideMl 
iioil  joliL',  iias  oeeiijiioQcd  ine  grout  Tcsaiiun 
11  iMiist  know  I  pride  myself  on  Iwiii^  vfrv 
t;ike  )>oxes  for  them  at  lh« 
witli  them,  pupiily  tlicni  with  bouqui'ts,  and 
ivi'Is  from  the  eirculalin^'  library.  In  ean- 
leiitioiis  I  ani  beeome  a  prreat  favorite,  auJ 
rty  irainif  on  in  the  city  without  my  liariiig 
■rievaiii-e  I  have  to  mention,  i.s  the  exehaiitrf 
Y\i';i:  '■w  \\\v"=';  ■iiie&sious — for,  to  ."^peak  ^f 
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mind  freely,  there  are  certain  jonng  gentlemen  who  seem  to  con- 
sider fashionable  parties  as  mere  places  to  barter  old  clothes : 
and,  I  am  informed,  that  a  nomber  of  them  manage,  by  this 
great  system  of  exchange,  to  keep  their  crowns  decently  corered 
withont  their  hatter  suffering  in  the  least  by  it. 

It  was  bat  lately  that  I  went  to  a  private  ball  with  a  new 
hat,  and  on  retoming  in  the  latter  part  of  the  evening,  and  ask- 
ing for  it,  the  scoundrel  of  a  servant,  with  a  broad  grin,  in- 
fonned  me,  that  the  new  hats  had  been  dealt  out  half  an  hour 
since,  and  they  were  then  on  the  third  quality  ;  and  I  was  in 
the  end  obliged  to  borrow  a  young  lady's  beaver  rather  than  go 
home  with  any  of  the  ragged  remnants  that  were  left. 

Now,  I  would  wish  to  know  if  there  is  no  possibility  of  having 
these  offenders  punished  by  law  ;  and  whether  it  would  not  be 
advisable  for  ladies  to  mention  in  their  cards  of  invitation,  as  a 
postscript,  "  stealing  of  hats  and  shawls  positively  prohibited." 
At  any  rate,  I  would  thank  you,  Mr.  Evergreen,  to  discounte- 
nance the  thing  totally,  by  publishing  in  your  paper  that  steal- 
ing a  hat  is  no  joke.  Your  humble  servant, 

Walter  Withers. 

My  correspondent  is  informed,  that  the  police  have  determined 
to  take  this  matter  into  consideration,  and  have  set  apart  Satur* 
day  mornings  for  the  cognizance  of  fashionable  larcenies. 

Mr.  Evergreen  : 

Sir — ^Do  you  think  a  married  woman  may  lawfully  put  her 

husband  right  in  a  story,  before  strangers,  when  she  knows  him 
L  to  be  in  the  wrong  ;  and  can  anything  authorize  a  wife  in  the 
{    exclamation  of—"  Lord,  my  dear,  how  can  you  say  so  I" 
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DsAS  Anthokt  : 

GoiD);  down  Broadway  tills  moruing  in  a  great  liiUT?.  I 
fall  ag^uBt  an  object  which  at  first  pat  me  to  a  prodigioaa  ■ 
plus.  Obserring  it  to  be  dressed  in  a  man's  hat,  a  clnth  0 
coat,  and  spatterdashes,  I  fVamcd  my  apology  accordio^y,  d 
claiming,  "Mydcarsir,  I  a£lc  ten  thousand  pardons — lafmrcjoi, 
sir,  it  was  eutir«ly  accidental — pray  exeoee  nse,  sir,"  etc.  Al 
every  one  of  tlieae  excuses,  the  thing  answered  me  with  a  dorn- 
right  laugh;  at  which  I  was  not  a  littlesnrprised,  until,  an  tni>n- 
iiig  to  my  pocket-glaf»,  I  discovered  that  it  was  uo  otiun  timn 
my  old  acquaintance,  Clarinda  Trollop.  I  ocver  wu  toanA^ 
grined  iu  my  life  ;  for,  being  an  old  bachelor,  I  like  lo  xpfnaiu 
yoQQg  OS  posdble,  and  am  always  boasting  of  the  goodoeee  of 
my  eyes.  I  beg  of  yon,  Mr.  Evergreen,  if  you  have  any  (n^ 
for  your  contemporaries,  to  discoarage  this  heniuiplitwUt«  wA 
of  dress  ;  for  really,  if  the  fiishioo  take,  we  poor  bu-iiiJon  *il 
be  utterly  at  a  loss  to  distinguish  a  woman  from  a  man.  Vnj 
let  me  know  your  opinion,  sir,  whether  a  lady  wbo  wears  ■  mA 
hat  aud  spatterdashes  before  marriage,  may  not  bo  apt  to  maj 
some  other  article  of  his  dreas  afterword. 

Yonr  humble  servant, 

ItoDKBic  Wonr. 
Dear  Mr.  Evebcsebn  : 

The  other  night,  at  Richard  the  Third,  I  sat  behind  li"* 
gcutlcmen  who  tallied  very  loud  on  the  subject  of  Riiij^ 
wooing  Lady  Ann  directly  iu  tbo  face  of  bia  crimed  agahst  :'-■ 
lady.     One  of  them  declared  such  on  nnnatural  scene  wonlil 
hooted  at  in  China.    Pray,  tar,  was  that  Mr.  Wixnrd  ? 


P.S.  "^0  ^>ittV\'i™ja\i\  ^xiiba'v.ttXisui.^i^^Jialtf^flaa,  ud  ■ 
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hk  hair  fastened  behind  by  a  tortoise-shell  comb,  with  two  teeth 
wanting. 

Mb.  Eyeborin  : 

Sib — ^Being  a  little  carions  in  the  affairs  of  the  toilette,  I 
was  much  interested  by  the  sage  Mostapha's  remarks,  in  your 
last  number,  concerning  the  art  of  manofacturiug  a  modem  fine 
lady.  I  wonld  have  yon  cantion  yonr  fair  readers,  however,  to 
be  very  careful  in  the  management  of  their  machinery,  as  a  de- 
plorable accident  happened,  last  assembly,  in  consequence  of  the 
architecture  of  a  lady's  figure  not  being  sufficiently  strong.  In 
the  middle  of  one  of  the  cotillons,  the  company  was  suddenly 
»  alarmed  by  a  tremendous  crash  at  the  lower  end  of  the  room  ; 
and  on  crowding  to  the  place,  discovered  that  it  was  a  fine  figure 
which  had  unfortunately  broken  down  firom  two  great  exertion 
in  a  pigeon  wing.  By  great  good  luck  I  secured  the  corset, 
whic]i  I  carried  home  in  triumph  ;  and  the  next  morning  had  it 
jmblidy  dissected,  and  a  lecture  read  on  it  at  Surgeon's  Hall 
I  have  since  commenced  a  dissertation  on  the  subject,  in  which  I 
ahall  treat  of  the  superiority  of  those  figures  manufactured  by 
steel,  stay-tape,  and  whale-bone,  to  those  formed  by  dame  nature. 
I  shall  show  dearly  that  the  Venus  de  Medicis  has  no  preten- 
sion to  beauty  of  form,  as  she  never  wore  stays,  and  her  waist  is 
in  exact  proportion  to  the  rest  of  her  body.  I  shall  inquire  into 
the  mysteries  of  compression,  and  how  tight  a  figure  can  be 
laced  without  danger  of  fainting,  and  whether  it  would  not 
be  advisable  for  a  lady,  when  dressing  for  a  ball,  to  be  attended 
by  the  family  physician,  as  culprits  are  when  tortured  on  the 
the  rack,  to  know  how  much  more  nature  will  endure.  I  shall 
prove  that  ladies  have  discovered  the  secret  of  that  notorious  jug- 
l^r,  who  offered  to  squeeze  himself  into  a  quart  botti^^  \  v^  \ 
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ttuA  then  li  a  cc-ruiii  •lc^T*w  of  hrrowm  in  pnrehaanp  ^VIO^      ' 

terotulj  diiiUer  wai^t  ut  the  cjcpiuMa  of  m  oM  sgn  nf  imtfi, 

tode  wid  rlicuratitiw.    ThU  diwerUtion  kImII  be  fmlt&bad.  11 

Boon  u  fiiiisbfd,  nml  'H-t-!V-rt~»  - 

nudAinB,  nnil  all  woi 

rho  in  •itiUtlom  IW  Ha 

dftaghten  Kliould  eit 

re  ltte<*«k-wotk,u«i"4i 

credit  to  tlu-ir  In-in^ 

.iiic»ntin>E.It..nbiii«<|r 

the  ikeleton  of  th«  c 

laranibolilodimMlm 

kI  uid  ■  ^iiOWl  1 

it  narbt  itarailal  l^il 

thorn  ntturoJi^U  wl 

•udjiiiir  tlm-'hiiiiiita 

dirine." 

Yomu,  ete. 

;  C-G 


l'.'^.  Bv  nccnrate  calctilation  I  find  it  is  dnnporons  for  a  fine 
fiLTtiri'.  when  full  dressed,  to  pronounce  s.  word  of  more  ibu 
tlirci'  sylliiUM.  Fiin-  Fi^rp.  if  in  love,  may  indnlge  in  a  pDlIc 
pi^rh  ;  lint  a  sol}  is  Imainimis.  Fine  Figure  may  smile  villi 
Jiiifi'ly,  may  i-vrri  vrntiirc  ns  far  fts  a  ^ggle  ;  Imt  most  iieva 
ri-k  a  loiid  laii^h.  Fi(riire  must  npTcr  play  the  pari  of  a  ei«S' 
(l:iiili> ;  ic  111  a  li'a-party,  some  fine  oTcninpf  Fiiice,  a  yauo^lnJ; 
wh,.<r  niijiiinilldnl  impalpability  of  waist  was  the  eiiTV  of  tie 
ilnnviiiL'-rniim,  liiir>t  willi  nil  iniportant  secrft,  oniJ  had  itrei 
rill.; — .if  iicr  mnii't  ! — fractured  on  the  spot. 

Ml!.    Kv-FR^i.F.>:S: 

Sm — I  iini  iini'  of  those  iniinstrions  pcmmen  who  labor  hard 
to  iilHain  ciirrcncy  in  tlie  fu.siiionuble  world.  I  ha^e  wenl  W 
prcat  e.\]n'nsc  in  little  boots,  short  vests,  and  long  brewhes; 
my  i-oat  i-i  ri'L'iilarly  iriiportt'd.  |ior  stBRe,  from  Philadelphia,  dulj 
iuHurpd  ftgvvi>\=V.  u.\\  t\*V*,  o.'iiA.\tv.'i  Vnils  are  smnggled  from  Bund 
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Street  I  hare  lounged  in  Broadvraj  with  one  of  the  most 
crooked  walking-sticks  I  could  procure,  and  hare  sported  a  pair 
of  Balmon-<x)lored  small  clothes,  and  flame-colored  stockings,  at 
ererj  concert  and  ball  to  which  I  could  purchase  admission. 
Being  affeared  that  I  might  possibly  appear  to  less  advantage  as 
a  pedestrian,  in  consequence  of  my  being  rather  short  and  a  lit- 
tle bandy,  I  have  lately  hired  a  tall  horse  with  cropped  ears  and 
a  cocked  tail,  on  which  I  have  joined  the  cavalcade  of  pretty 
genmien,  who  exhibit  bright  stirrups  every  fine  morning  in 
Broadway,  and  take  a  canter  of  two  miles  per  day,  at  the  rate 
of  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  But,  sir,  all  this  expense 
has  been  laid  out  in  vain,  for  I  can  scarcely  get  a  partner  at  an 
assembly,  or  an  invitation  to  a  tea-party.  Pray,  sir,  inform  me 
what  more  I  can  do  to  acquire  admission  into  the  true  styUsh 
circles,  and  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  charter  a  cur- 
ricle for  a  month,  and  have  my  cipher  put  on  it,  as  is  done  by 
certain  dashers  of  my  acquaintance. 

Yours  to  serve, 

Malvolio  Dubster. 


•  •• 


TEA. 

▲     POEM 
FROM  THE  MILL  OV  nSDAR  COCKLOrf,    ESQ. 

Aitd  tamuUjf  rteommoidtd  to  ike  aUmUon  qf  Mdiden»  qfa  eertam  age. 

OLD  time,  my  dear  girls,  is  a  knave  who  in  truth 
From  the  fairest  of  beauties  will  pilfer  their  youth  ; 
Who,  by  constant  attention  and  wily  deceit, 

11 


IS  (lepriv'd  you  or  all  tbose  gay  dreau^  t1 
your  braioa  at  fifteen,  oad  four  tioaoms  c 
And  lius  forced  you  almost  to  roDoance,  in  ( 
The  hope  of  a  Uosbaiid's  aCTectioD  aad  care— 
Since  such  is  the  case,  aud  a  cose  rather  hat 
Permit  one  who  holds  you  in  Bpeciol  regard, 
To  niraisb  such  binta  in  your  loveless  estate 
As  may  Bheltcr  your  names  from  distraction 
Too  oft^n  onr  maidena  grow  aged,  I  ween. 
Indulge  to  ejccss  in  the  workings  of  spleen 
And  at  times,  when  aniioy'd  by  the  al 
Work  off  their  resentment — by  spealdi 
Assemble  together  in  snuff-taking  dan, 
And  hold  round  the  tea-urn  a  solemn  £fS 
A  convention  of  tattle — a  tea-party  hight, 
"WTiith,  like  meeting  of  witches,  is  brew'd  nj 
Where  each  matron  arrirea,  fraught  with  U 
With  knowing  BuRpidon  and  doubtful  Hnrmii! 
Like  the  broomBtick-whiri'd  hags  that  apPM 
Iiouh  l>eariDg  some  relic  of  venom  or^|^^| 
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They  discourse  of  their  colds,  and  they  hem  and  they  cough, 
And  complain  of  their  servants  to  pass  the  time  off ; 
Or  list  to  the  tale  of  some  doating  mamma, 
How  her  ten  weeks  old  baby  will  laugh  and  say  taa  I 

But  tea,  that  enlivener  of  wit  and  of  soul — 
More  loquacious  by  far  than  the  draughts  of  the  bowl, 
Soon  unloosens  the  tongue  and  enliyens  the  mind, 
And  enlightens  their  eyes  to  the  faults  of  mankind. 

Twas  thus  with  the  Pythia,  who  served  at  the  fount 
That  flow'd  near  the  far-famed  Parnassian  mount. 
While  the  steam  was  inhal'd  of  the  sulphuric  spring. 
Her  vision  expanded,  her  fancy  took  wing  : — 
By  its  aid  she  pronounced  the  oracular  will 
That  Apollo  commanded  his  sons  to  fulfill. 
But  alas  I  the  sad  vestal,  performing  the  rite. 
Appeared  like  a  demon — terrific  to  sight. 

E'en  the  priests  of  Apollo  averted  their  eyes, 
And  the  temple  of  Delphi  resounded  her  cries. 
But  quitting  the  nymph  of  the  tripod  of  yore. 
We  return  to  the  dames  of  the  tea-pot  once  more. 

In  harmless  chit-chat  an  acquaintance  they  roast, 
And  serve  up  a  friend,  as  they  serve  up  a  toast ; 
Some  gentle  faux  pas,  or  some  female  mistake, 
Is  like  sweetmeats  delicious,  or  relished  as  cake  ; 
A  bit  of  broad  scandal  is  like  a  dry  crust. 
It  would  stick  in  the  throat,  so  they  butter  it  first, 
With  a  httle  affected  good-nature,  and  cry 
"  Nobody  regrets  the  thing  deeper  than  I." 
Our  young  ladies  nibble  a  good  name  in  play 
As  for  pastime  they  nibble  a  biscuit  away : 
While  with  shrugs  and  surmises,  the  toothless  old  dame, 


As  she  mumljIeR  a  crost  she  wilt  mumble -a  name. 

And  OS  the  ft'l)  aisters  astonished  tlie  Scot, 

In  predicting  of  Bunqno's  desueodautA  the  lot. 

Making  fihadows  of  kings,  amid  flashes  of  light 

To  appear  in  array  and  to  fromi  in  his  mght. 

So  they  conjnrc  up  spectres  all  hideous  in  hue. 

Which,  as  Bhadca  of  their  neighbors,  arc  passed  in  rerii 

The  wives  of  our  cil«  of  inferior  degree, 
Will  sonk  up  repute  in  a  little  bohea  ; 
The  potiou  is  vulgar,  and  vulgar  the  slang 
With  which  on  their  neighbors'  defects  they  harangue  j 
But  the  scandal  improves,  a  refinement  in  wrong  I 
As  our  matrons  are  richer  and  rise  to  souchong. 
With  hyson — a  beverage  that's  stall  more  refin'd. 
Our  ladies  of  fashion  enliven  then:  mind. 
And  by  nods,  innnendocs,  and  hints,  and  what  not, 
Eepntations  and  tea  send  together  to  pot, 
While  madam  in  cambrics  and  laces  nrray'd. 
With  her  plate  and  her  liveries  in  splendid  panule. 
Will  drink  in  imfjerinl  a  friend  at  a  snp, 
Or  in  gunpowder  blow  them  by  dozens  all  up, 
Ah  me  I  how  I  groan  when  with  full  swelUng  sail 
Wafted  stalely  along  by  the  favoring  gale, 
A  China  ship  proudly  arrives  in  our  bay, 
Dixplaying  her  streamers  and  blazing  away. 
Oh  I  more  fell  to  our  port,  is  the  carfo  she  bean, 
Thau  grenadocR,  torpedoes,  or  warlike  affairs  : 
Eai^h  chest  is  a  bombshell  thrown  into  our  town 
To  shatter  repute  and  bring  character  down. 

Ye  Samquas,  ye  Cliinqnas,  ye  Chouquas.  ao  free, 
WliQ  aiaiVM^w  o\i.  wii  v^iaa.  -jyia  mcsed  quantums  of  k 
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Oh  think,  as  ye  vaft  the  sad  weed  from  your  strand, 
Of  the  plagues  and  Tezations  ye  deal  to  oar  land. 
As  the  Upas'  dread  breath,  o'er  the  pltun  where  it  fiie& 
Empoisong  and  blastB  each  green  blade  that  may  rise, 
So,  wherever  the  learea  ot  yoor  shmbe  find  thcdr  way, 
The  social  affectioas  soon  anffer  decay  : 
Like  to  Jara's  drear  waste  they  embarren  the  hear^ 
1111  the  blossomg  of  love  and  of  friendship  depart. 

Ah,  ladies,  and  was  it  by  heaven  design'd. 
That  ye  should  be  mercifbl,  loring  and  kind  ? 
Did  it  form  yon  like  angels,  and  send  yon  below 
To  prophesy  peace — to  bid  charity  flow  J 
And  hare  ye  thoa  left  yonr  primeyal  estate. 
And  wandered  bo  widely — bo  strangely  of  lata  1 
Alas  I  the  aad  cause  I  too  plunly  can  see — 
These  evils  have  all  come  upon  yon  through  tea  I 
CoTsed  weed,  that  can  make  onr  funt  spirits  resign 
The  character  mild  of  their  mission  divine  ; 
That  can  blot  from  their  bosoma  that  tenderness  tme, 
Which  from  female  to  female  forever  is  dne  I 
Oh,  how  nice  is  the  teztnre — how  fi^le  the  frame 
Of  that  delicate  blossom,  a  female's  fair  fome  I 
Ti&  the  senmtive  plant,  it  recoils  from  the  breath 
And  shrinks  from  the  tonch  as  if  pregnant  with  death. 
How  often,  how  often,  has  innqpence  sigh'd ; 
Has  beanty  been  reft  of  its  honor — its  pride ; 
Has  rirtae,  thongh  pore  as  an  angel  of  light, 
Been  painted  as  dark  as  a  demon  of  night : 
AU  offer'd  np  victims,  an  auto  defe. 
At  the  gloomy  cabals — the  dark  ot^es  of  tea  I 

If  I,  in  the  remnant  that's  left  me  of  lifo. 
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Am  to  snlfer  the  torments  of  daiideroiia  strife^ 
Let  me  &11, 1  implore,  in  tlie  dAng-wbanger^  daw, 
Wliere  the  evil  is  open,  and  subject  to  law. 
Not  nibbled,  and  mnmbled,  Mid  pot  to  the  rack, 
B J  the  dj  nnderminings  of  tea  party  dack  : 
Ckmdenm  me,  ye  gods,  to  a  newspaper  roasting. 
Bat  qpare  me  I  oh,  qiare  me,  a  tea4able  toasting  I 
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NO.  XX.— MONDAY,  JANUARY  25, 1808, 

FROM    MY    ELBOW-OHAIR. 

Jtbtremum  hunc  tnihi  concede  labor&m. 

YlBQ. 

•*  Soft  you,  a  word  or  two  before  we  part." 

IN  this  season  of  festivity,  when  the  gate  of  time  swings  open 
on  its  hinges,  and  an  honest  rosy-faced  New  Year  comes 
waddling  in,  like  a  jolly  fat-sided  alderman,  loaded  with  good 
wishes,  good  humor,  and  min(*ed  pies — at  this  joyous  era  it  has 
been  the  custom,  from  time  immemorial,  in  this  ancient  and  rc- 
spectuhle  city,  for  periodical  writers,  from  reverend,  grave,  and 
potent  essayists  like  ourselves,  down  to  the  humble  but  industri- 
ous editors  of  magazines,  reviews,  and  newspapers,  to  tender  their 
subscribers  the  compliments  of  the  season  ;  and  when  they  have 
slily  thawed  their  hearts  with  a  little  of  the  sunshine  of  flattery 
to  conclude  by  delicately  dunning  them  for  their  arrears  of  sub 
scription  money.  In  like  manner  the  carriers  of  newspapers, 
who  undoubtedly  belong  to  the  ancient  and  honorable  onler  of 
literati,  do  regularly  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  salute 
their  patrons  with  abundance  of  excellent  atlvice,  conveyed  in 
ex<;eedingly  good  poetry,  for  which  the  aforesaid  good-natnred 
patrons  are  well  j)leased  to  pay  them  exactly  twenty-five  cents. 
In  walking  the  streets  I  am  every  day  saluted  with  good  wishes 
from  old  grey-headed  negroes,  whom  I  never  recolWt  1^  Vsss^^^ 
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en?n  before  ;  and  it  was  bat  a  Tev  days  ago,  that  I  was  caliei) 
lo  receire  the  corapUnieats  of  an  ugly  old  woman,  wbo  tut 
sjmng  was  employed  by  Mrs.  Cockloft  to  wtiit««a.-'h  niy  n 
and  pnt  things  iu  order  ;  n  phrase  which,  if  rig'hlly  niiOerM 
itfans  little  else  than  haddliag  (■vcryttuDg  into  holes  c 
■IMS,  BO  that  if  I  want  to  find  any  particolar  article,  it  i$,  m  tin 
lunjfuage  of  a  hiunlile  bat  exiuvssJTe  saying — "  lookii^  fw  ■ 
oe«dle  in  a  liaystiwrk,''  Sot  rec<^iring  ray  risitor,  I  d 
by  what  authority  she  wished  me  a  "  Happy  New  TearP 
claim  wa.4  one  of  the  weakest  eli«  cunld  hurc  argrd,  for  I  h 
iunatfi  awl  mortal  antipathy  to  this  enstom  of  pulliug  tl 
rights  ;  50  gi  viufT  the  old  witch  a  plstareen,  I  dc&ired  bcT  h 
with  to  muQut  Ikt  hrooiuatick,  and  ride  off  as  fast  piimbiii.  J 

Of  all  the  various  ranks  of  society,  the  bakers  alone,  1 
immortal  honor  be  it  recorded,  dejKirt  from  tliis  j 
making  a  market  of  coogratnlationa;  and,  iu  addilioti  to  d 
allowing  thirteen  to  the  doEen,  do  with  great  liljerality,  a 
of  drawing  on  the  pnrses  of  their  customers  at  the  New  Tat, 
present  them  with  divers  large,  fair,  B]Moed  cakes  ;  which,  R* 
the  shield  of  Achilles,  or  an  E:u:yptiati  obelisk,  are  ailomed  ■ 
figures  of  a  variety  of  strange  animals,  that,  in  thtnr  coofi'iT.:- 
tion,  oot-marvel  all  the  wild  wonders  of  nutniv. 

This  honest  grey-beard  custom  of  setting  apart  a  orrtah>  |> 
tiou  of  this  gond-for-nothing  existence  for  the  puri>oecs  of  o.i! 
ality,  sodal  merriment,  and  gmxl-eheer,  is  one  of  the  oteetiau 
relics  handed  down  to  ns  fruni  our  worthy  Dutch  ancreton. 
perusing  one  of  t|]«  rannuseripts  from  my  worthy  graad&t^ : 
mahogany  dn-st  of  drawe^^  t  Gud  the  now  year  was  cdebcafd 
with  great  festivity  during  that  golden  age  of  our  city,  when  l)> 
rdtiB  ot  gof  erwTOeul  were  lielil  l>y  the  renowneii  Rip  Van  Dm. 
who    n\wa3a    A''^  Xiwwir  Vo  Our,  w^^^V^^Mtn^  aaX  the  iM 
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year  ;  a  ceromony  which  consisted  in  plying  his  fniests  with 
bumjKjrs,  untQ  not  one  of  them  was  capable  of  seehig.  **  Truly, ^ 
observes  my  grandfather,  who  was  generally  of  these  parties — 
*'  Truly,  he  was  a  most  stately  and  magnificent  burgomaster  I 
inasmuch,  as  he  did  right  lustily  carouse  it  with  his  friends  about 
new-year ;  roasting  huge  quantities  of  turkeys  ;  baking  innu- 
merable minced  pies  ;  and  smacking  the  lips  of  all  fair  ladies  the 
which  he  did  meet,  with  such  sturdy  emphasis  that  the  same 
might  have  been  heard  the  distance  of  a  stone's  throw."  In 
his  days,  according  to  my  grandfather,  first  were  invented  these 
notable  cakes,  hight  new-yearK!Ookies,  which  originally  were 
impressed  on  one  side  with  the  honest  burly  countenance  of  the 
illustrious  Rip  ;  and  on  the  other  with  that  of  the  noted  St. 
Nicholas,  vulgarly  called  Santa  Glaus,  of  all  the  saints  of  the 
calendar  the  most  venerated  by  true  Hollanders  and  their  uuso- 
[diistieated  descendants.  These  cakes  are  to  this  time  given  on 
the  first  of  January  to  all  visitors,  together  with  a  glass  of 
cherry-bounce,  or  raspberry-brandy.  It  is  with  great  regret, 
however,  I-  observe  that  the  simplicity  of  this  venerable  usage 
has  been  much  violated  by  modem  pretenders  to  style,  and  our 
respectable  new-year-cookies  and  cherry-bounce  elbowed  aside 
by  plnm-cake  and  outlandish  liqueurs,  in  the  same  way  that  our 
worthy  old  Dutch  families  are  out-dazzled  by  modern  upstarts 
and  mnshroom  cockneys. 

In  addition  to  this  divine  origin  of  new-year  festivity,  there  is 
something  exquisitely  grateful,  to  a  good-natured  mind,  in  seeing 
every  face  dressed  in  smiles  ;  in  hearing  the  ofb-repeated  saluta- 
tions that  flow  spontaneously  from  the  heart  to  the  li|)R  ;  in 
beholding  the  poor,  for  once,  enjoying  the  smilos  of  plenty,  and 
forgetting  the  cares  which  press  hard  upon  them,  in  the  jovial 
rereby  of  the  feelings  ;  the  young  children,  decked  out  lu  tUK.\t 
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Smti^j  ctetbeit  Kod  hred  fron  their  oal;  cara^  th*  C 
k^mI,  Xtipfbig  Uinwgk  Uh!  Oreets  on  tmaia  of  plnnnc  ;' 
«ca  the  iraj  ncgrura,  tlMse^  iiolidsj-kinic  nifpR^  f 
ansjcd  in  ost-off  fio*^.  cuUcvtnt  n  Jnatot,  »t  ootncn,  £» 
fibtjiag  tMr  white  hcth,  ftod  HMkii^  the  wrikin  nop  «iib 
bunts  of  iaagtiler,  lowl  eooagfa  to  cnck  even  the  icy  dnk  of 
dii  wintM.  IVn  H  Bomethiiie  so  ptaaeut  in  all  thu,  (^  I 
andoR  a  wndd  gin  mc  real  pain,  tu  beboM  the  fi'^id  itSamm 
of  moden  etjk  dieatiag  os  of  this  jafaOee  at  th«  beatt ;  i^ 
ctmreTtii^  it,  na  it  does  ereij  other  artJde  of  soda!  tnleiuMM^ 
tiito  an  idle  umI  DiHMaBiiig  certiBjn J.  Ik  the  ontml  fcsdfalrf 
good-bniBor ;  it  coma  in  the  dead  of  winter,  wboi  aatac  ii 
without  a  dHm.  when  on  pteaauw  ue  contracted  t>t  the  £»' 
tide,  and  when  eTdTthing  that  nolocks  the  117  fatten  vt  tk 
heart,  and  atlA  the  genial  cnrrmt  lawii^,  ahoold  be  thaiibBl, 
aa  a  any  hunh  rmmd  in  the  wiUefaes ;  or  a  lower  Vhamf 
■mug  thofws  and  brien. 

Animated  by  these  sentimeBts,  it  is  with  pecDfiar  r*"*^^'" 
I  peicdTed  that  the  last  new-j«ar  was  kept  with  more  thugafr 
noiy  cnlbnaasai.  It  aeemed  as  if  the  pood  old  ttaiH  had  nOed 
back  again,  and  faronght  with  thcia  all  the  honest,  BmoaenBet- 
ons  iBtereoone  of  thoet  goUen  dajs,  when  people  were  am 
vpea  and  mncetc,  Bune  man)  and  man  ho^MiaUe  than  ■•■  -, 
when  vnrj  ohfectcanied  abont  it  a  chum  wUch  iha  hand  U 
time  has  stolen  awaj,  or  tanted  to  a  ddbmatr ;  wbc*  Ih* 
viMiicD  weni  mom  simple,  more  dotneftic.  more  iardf.  and  wan 
tfne ;  and  when  eren  the  son,  like  a  beart^r  old  blade  as  he  &, 
choae  with  a  geuiitl  lustre  nuknowa  in  tbeae  degemvate  ^rv- 
In  abort,  thoee  fairr  times  when  I  was  a  noMkap  bay,  cimi^ 
cnry  enjoyraunt  into  tlu:  pfveeat  momeot ;  maldag  of  the  put 
au  i)\>VmoEL  -,  vX  vX'w %l)^Ms«  «■  \rw;'ccl ■.  »&  'nrrli  of  aO  tkal 
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was  "  Over  the  hills  and  fitr  away."  Only  one  thing  was  want- 
ing to  make  every  part  of  the  celebration  accord  with  its 
BQcient  simplicity.  The  ladies,  who — I  write  it  with  the  most 
piercing  regret — are  generally  at  the  head  of  all  domestic,  inno* 
Tations,  most  fastidiously  refused  that  mark  of  good  will,  that 
chaste  and  holy  salute  which  was  so  fashionable  in  the  happy 
days  of  Governor  Rip  and  the  patriarchs.  Even  the  Miss 
Cocklofts,  who  belong  to  a  family  that  is  the  last  intrenchment 
behind  which  the  manners  of  the  good  old  school  have 
retired,  made  violent  opposition ;  and  whenever  a  gentle- 
man entered  the  room,  immediately  put  themselves  in  a  postore 
of  defence.  This,  Will  Wizard,  with  his  nsual  shrewdness, 
insists  was  only  to  give  the  visitor  a  hint  that  they  expected  an 
attack  ;  and  declares  he  has  uniformly  observed,  that  the  resis- 
tance of  those  ladies,  who  make  the  greatest  noise  and  bustle,  is 
most  easily  overcome.  This  sad  innovation  originated  with  my 
good  aunt  Charity,  who  was  as  arrant  a  tabby  as  ever  wore 
whiskers  ;  and  I  am  not  a  httle  afflicted  to  find  that  she  has 
found  so  many  followers,  even  among  the  young  and  beautiful. 

In  compliance  with  an  ancient  and  venerable  custom,  sanc- 
tioned by  time  and  our  ancestors,  and  more  especially  by  my 
own  inclinations,  I  wUl  take  this  opportunity  to  salute  my 
readers  with  as  many  good  wishes  as  I  can  possible  spare  ;  for, 
in  truth,  I  have  been  so  prodigal  of  late,  that  I  have  but  few 
remaining.  I  should  have  offered  my  congratulations  sooner  ; 
but,  to  l>e  candid,  havings  made  the  last  new-year's  campaign, 
according  to  custom,  under  Cousin  Christopher,  in  which  I  have 
seen  some  pretty  hard  survice,  my  head  has  been  somewhat  out 
of  order  of  late,  and  my  intellects  rather  cloudy  for  clear  writ- 
ing. Besides,  I  may  allege  as  another  reason,  that  I  have 
deferred  my  greetings  until  this  day,  which  is  exactly  qua  ^«»iT 
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since  we  introdnced  onrGclvcs  to  the  pablic  ;  ftud  cnm-lj  [ 
CttI  writers  have  tie  same  rigbt  of  ilatiog  from  the  « 
mcnt  of  their  works,  that  mouarcha  have  from  the  time  of  t 
coronation,  or  oar  most  puissant  republic  from  the  ded«ra 
of  iU  independcDce. 

These  good  wishes  ore  wanned  into  more  than  ivmal  b 
lence  by  the  tbonght  that  I  am  now,  pcrhii|«,  aililreffiin^l 
old  friends  for  the  laat  time.  Tlinl  we  Ghould  thus  cut  of% 
work  iji  the  very  vigor  of  its  emstence,  ratiy  excite  some  li 
matter  of  wonder  In  this  enlightened  community, 
we  could  give  a  variety  of  good  reasons  for  so  doing,  yetitwonll 
be  an  ill-natured  aet  to  deprive  the  pnbiic  of  snch  an  adminiM 
op|>ortnniIy  to  indulge  in  their  favorite  amusement  of  i-onjwtuf  : 
BO  we  generously  leave  them  to  flounder  in  the  smooth  ocean  of 
glorions  uncertainty.  BesideB,  we  have  ever  considered  it  i» 
beneath  persons  of  our  dignity  to  aecontit  for  our  movcmenU  or 
cajmcesj  thank  heaven,  we  are  not  like  the  unhappy  rulers  rf 
this  enlightened  land,  accountable  tu  the  mob  for  onr  aetionA,  tr 
dependent  on  their  srailea  for  support! — this  much,  howcvit,  n 
will  Bay,  it  is  not  for  want  of  subjects  that  wc  stoji  onr  eu«r. 
We  are  not  in  the  situation  of  poor  Alexander  the  Orcat,  who 
wept,  as  well  indeed  he  might,  because  there  were  no  mun 
worlds  to  coiiqner;  for,  to  do  jostiee  to  tliis  queer,  odd,  rantipi 
city,  and  to  this  whimsical  country,  there  is  matter  enou^ti  ' 
them  to  keep  our  riable  mnscles  and  our  pens  goii^  till  diwu.- 
day. 

Moat  people,  in  taking  a  ftrewetl  which  may,  perhaps,  be  f  - 
ever,  are  anxious  to  part  on  good  tenoe;  and  it  is  usual,  on  m: 
melancholy  oct^asions,  for  even  enemies  to  slinka  hands,  ferj  - 
their  prevVooa  i^tuureU,  and  bury  all  former  aidmnsities  in  |u 
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to  act  in  quite  a  different  way;  for,  as  I  have  lived,  ro  I  should 
^wish  to  die,  in  my  own  way,  without  imitating  any  person,  what- 
ever maybe  his  rank,  talents,  or  reputation.  Besides,  if  I  know 
oar  trio,  we  have  no  enmities  to  obliterate,  no  hatchet  to  bury  ; 
and  as  to  all  injuries — those  we  have  long  since  forgiven.  At 
this  moment  there  is  not  an  individual  in  the  world,  not  even  the 
Pope  himself,  to  whom  we  have  any  i>ersonal  hostility.  But  if, 
shotting  their  eyes  to  the  many  striking  proofs  of  good  nature 
di^layed  through  the  whole  course  of  this  work,  there  should 
be  any  persons  so  singularly  ridiculous  as  to  take  offence  at  our 
■Irictures,  we  heartily  forgive  their  stupidity ;  earnestly  entreating 
them  to  desist  from  all  manifestations  of  ill-humor,  lest  they 
should,  peradventure,  be  classed  under  some  one  of  the  denomi- 
nations of  recreants,  we  have  felt  it  our  duty  to  hold  up  to  public 
ridicule.  Even  at  this  moment,  we  feel  a  glow  of  parting  phi- 
lanthropy stealing  upon  ns;  a  sentiment  of  cordial  good  will 
toward  the  numerous  host  of  readers  that  have  jogged  on  at 
oor  heels  during  the  last  year;  and  in  justice  to  ourselves  must 
seriously  protest,  that  if  at  any  time  we  have  treated  them  a 
little  ungently,  it  was  purely  in  that  spirit  of  hearty  affection, 
with  which  a  schoolmaster  dnibs  an  unlucky  urchin,  or  a  humane 
muleteer  his  recreant  animal,  at  the  very  moment  when  his  heart 
is  brimful  of  loving  kindness.  If  this  is  not  considered  an  ample 
justification,  so  much  the  worse;  for  in  that  case  I  fear  we  shall 
remain  forever  unjustified — a  most  desi)erate  extremity,  and 
worthy  of  every  man's  commiseration! 

One  circumstance,  in  particular,  has  tickled  us  mightily  as  we 
jogged  along;  and  that  is,  the  astonishing  secrecy  with  which 
wo  have  been  able  to  carry  on  our  lucubrations  I  fully  aware  of 
the  profound  sagacity  of  the  public  of  Gotham,  and  their  won- 
derful &cnlty  of  distinguishing  a  writer  by  his  style,  it  is  with 
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grut  nelpmnirntalatinn  wti  flnd  thttt  itatiplcidti  Itai  nerer  puintMl 
to  US  HA  t\w  antlian  i>f  Snliuntniiiili-  Oiir  prcy-V'anl  8|Ndita- 
tioDS  Imvv  liii'ii  nio«t  bonntirnlly  uttrihutcd  to  mii'liy  Kinnrt 
yonng  pintlenicn,  wlm,  for  niijrlil  we  know,  have  n<5  ivmrd*  at 
all;  aiirl  w<-  Imvi'  nftcn  tH!«n  hi^flily  amiixi^,  wIipd  tfaoy  vm 


chargc^il  witi)  tlio  sin  of 
coRccinil;  to  sif  Ihm 
beautiful  GiiibarrasHiDeot 
found  and  poi»>tnt(iiipp 
truth  am]  luttnru  iiy  a  e* 
torics,  uul  ntnmtieea,  fr 
is,  for  the  mcMt  par^  «i 

ll''ViT  nnrf  iliiniriii'''l  tliin  wnrJc  Wiw  r 


ho  Mn^liiiifc  uodi.'Bty  i 
I  virgin  aathoFB,  Tho  p 
iw  long  \x!m  led  aMmy  ft 
wit  uf  ihiitw  ildi<cUtMe  h 
{■■a,  in  ffhicA  haman  nat* 

p'liniiir  mil!  ni'«t  niilhrntlc 
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critics,  whom  we  consider  a  kind  of  freebooters  in  the  repnblic  of 
letters;  who,  like  deer,  goats,  and  divers  other  graminivorous 
animals,  gain  subsistence  by  gorghig  upon  the  buds  and  leaves  of 
the  young  shrubs  of  the  forest,  thereby  rol)biug  them  of  their 
verdure,  and  retarding  their  progress  to  maturity.  It  also 
occurred  to  ns,  that  though  an  author  miglit  lawfully,  in  all 
countries,  kill  himself  outriglit;  yet  this  privilege  did  not  extend 
to  the  raising  himself  from  the  dead,  if  he  was  ever  so  alixious; 
and  all  that  is  left  him  in  such  a  case,  is  to  take  the  benefit  of 
the  metempsvchosis  act,  and  revive  under  a  new  name  and 
form. 

Far  be  it,  therefore,  from  us  to  condemn  ourselves  to  useless 
embarrassments,  should  we  ever  be  disj>osed  to  resume  the  guar- 
dianship of  this  learned  city  of  Gotham,  and  finish  this  m valuable 
work,  which  is  yet  but  half  completed.  We  hereby  openly  and 
seriously  declare,  that  we  are  not  dead,  but  intend,  if  it  please 
Providence,  to  live  for  many  years  to  come,  to  enjoy  Ufe  with 
the  genuine  relish  of  honest  souls,  careless  of  riches,  honors,  and 
everything  but  a  good  name,  among  good  fellows,  and  with 
the  full  expectation  of  shuffling  off  the  remnant  of  existence 
after  the  excellent  fashiim  of  that  merry  Grecian,  who  died 
laughing. 


-»-•-♦- 
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BY  ANXnOXY  EVEROREEN,  OENT. 


NEXT  to  our  being  a  knot  of  independent  old  bachelors, 
there  is  nothing  on  which  we   pride  ourselves    more 
highly  than  upon  possessing  that  true  chivahic  spuit  of  gallanr 
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trj,  wtreh  distinguished  Ihe  tiays  of  king  Arthur,  and  hi«  t 
kiiights  or  the  Rouiid-tnbk.  We  i-uimot,  th«r«rore,  leavR  ^ 
lints  where  we  Lave  so  lun^  bvoa  tiltiug  at  tolly,  vritb  pvin 
farvwell  salutftlioa  to  thtwe  noblo  dames  and  beanteoiis  dan 
who  have  honored  us  with  their  preeeoce  at  the  lonmev. 
true  kuights,  the  only  recunipense  we  crave  is  tliu  gmilc  I 
bennty,  and  the  approbation  of  those  gentle  fair  outs,  « 
Einile  and  whose  np|iroliatioii  far  exeels  all  the  trophies  of  hm 
aud  all  the  rewards  of  roccessful  ambitioa.  True  it  is,  that  ^ 
have  suffered  infinite  perils,  in  standing  forth  as  their  d 
pions,  ftom  the  sly  attaeks  of  Eiiodry  arch  caiti&,  who,  in  ll 
OTcrQowings  of  tlieir  maligoity,  Lave  even  aecusoil  us  of  « 
ing  the  list^i  as  defenders  of  the  very  foibles  and  fanlbt  at  i 
sex.  Would  that  we  could  meet  with  these  rcciw 
hand  ;  thcj  should  receive  no  mure  quarter  than  giants  i 
enchanters  in  romance. 

Had  WG  a  s]iark  of  vanity  In  onr  natures,  htre  if 
occaaon  to  show  our  Bkill  in  refuting  these  iliibend  insniu 
— but  there  is  something  manly,  and  ingcuaous,  in  maUngfl 
honest  eonfesidun  uf  one's  ofTcoces  when  about  reliring  trdia  d 
world  ;  and  so,  without  any  more  ado,  wo  dolf  our  bob 
and  thus  publicly  pk'ad  gnilty  to  the  deadly  sin  of  «oo»  sjiip 
hoping  and  exjiecting  forgiveness  from  our  good  natunrd  r«- 
ders — ^ret  cnreloss  whether  they  bestow  it  or  not.  And  in  Out 
wc  do  hut  imitate  sundry  condemned  crtuiinnls,  vbo,  iBifing 
themselves  cuuvieted  of  a  capital  cnme,  with  groat  opcaatm  and 
cnndor,  do  generally  in  their  last  dying  speech  make  m  eoofa- 
sLon  of  ail  their  previous  oflcuecs,  whieli  confesdoii  is  alnp 
rend  with  great  delight  by  all  true  lovers  of  bi(^;rajifay. 

Still,  however,  notwithstanding  our  notorioos  devdtion  to  the 
geutlo  sei  ani  o>a  Wi'i^v^  ^at^^&i  ,■»«.  hav«  (mdearared,  m 


HOHE,    BWBSr  HOHE.  401 

divers  occadons,  with  all  the  polite  aad  beconung  delicacy  of 
trae  respect,  to  reclaim  them  from  many  of  those  delosive  follies 
and  ODsecmly  peccadilloes  in  which  they  are  mihappily  too  prone 
to  iudnlge.  We  have  waraed  them  against  the  sad  conseqnencea 
of  enconntering  onr  midnight  damps  and  witherii^  wintry 
blasts ;  we  have  endeavored,  with  pious  hands,  to  snatch  them 
from  the  wildering  mazes  of  the  waltz,  and  thus  rescning  them 
from  the  arms  of  strangers,  to  restore  them  to  the  bosoms  of 
their  fiiends  ;  to  preserve  them  from  the  nakedness,  the  famine, 
the  cobweb  moslins,  the  vin^ar  cmet,  the  corset,  the  stay-tape, 
the  buckram,  and  all  the  other  miseries  and  racks  of  a  fine  figore. 
Bnt,  above  aU,  we  have  endeavored  to  lure  them  from  the  mazes 
of  a  dissipated  world,  where  they  wander  aboat,  careless  of 
their  valnc,  nntil  they  lose  their  original  worth ;  and  to  restore 
them,  before  it  is  too  late,  to  the  sacred  asylnm  of  home,  the  soil 
most  congenial  to  the  opening  blossom  of  female  lorelineas, 
where  it  blooms  and  expands  in  safety,  in  the  fostering  sonshine 

'  of  maternal  affection,  and  where  its  heavenly  sweets  are  best 
known  and  appreciated. 

Modem  philosophera  may  determine  the  proper  destination  of 
the  sex  ;  they  may  asagn  to  them  an  extensive  and  brilliant 
orbit,  in  which  to  revolve,  to  the  delight  of  the  milhon  and  the 
CDnfnsion  of  man's  superior  intellect ;  bnt  when  on  this  sabject 
we  disclaim  philosophy,  and  appeal  to  the  higher  tribmial  of  the 
heart — apd  what  heart  that  bad  not  lost  it^  better  (flings, 
would  ever  seek  to  repose  its  happiness  on  the  bosom  of  one 
whose  pleasures  all  lay  withont  the  threshold  of  home;  who 
snatched  eigoyment  only  in  the  whirlpool  of  dissipation,  and 
amid  the  thoughtless  and  evanescent  gaiety  of  a  ball-room. 
The  f(ur  one  who  is  forever  in  the  career  of  amnscment,  may 

■  for  a  while  dazzle,  astonish,  and  enterttuu  -,  W^ '«%  «x%  <ss«&«:,^ 
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with  nddlf  nilminni;,  sad  fowllf  torn  fifim  glitter  ind  wIk, 
to  seek  the  Imj^iy  Qrr-ndo  uf  audsl  lilV,  llim  to  confiite  ots 
dearest  uid  h.it  niriM;Ui»a. 

Yet  Bome  iIktu  tiK,  and  ve  tlellf^ht  to  montton  ihtm,  vho 
mingle  freeh  miii  tliu  world,  unauUlcd  br  lu  couUuuitukliuiM ; 


whose  briUiiLtii  mini 
destiQed  to  »hnl  thai 
with  their  nulinnc^^- 
dwng  it  injttiiii' — ih 
formed  tobt-  .-liul  u|i 
of  cIcgaDt  BCK-it'lv. 

Wc  fasTe  (.-ndcaTOrvi 
of  llii<  snprrior  onkr,  tind  the  tliomrhtlr.^r!  votflrv  of  pTp.T^ 

wli.i,  ,1-titiilr  .>riiil,.ll,vtilLll  rr-.,,i,i-,-.-=,  i.  ..tTvilrly  .l.'p.'ii.l-if 
olIiiT- t-..riv.Ty  l[Tllr|.iriuii.v..r  ,.,ij..vm,T.t  :  who  .■xl.jlni^ 
^■ir  iiir. -;Lnlly^iim>l  llio  lun-r,  dn-  L'i.Mv  frolic,  nil.!  .^^i^n.- 
v:,iuiy  of  fi.I,in,i-,l,I,.  a-.i-iuMa^is  ;  ,^i^-il.:Llm!:  li.T  Vm: 
nllV.li..|i,.li  :l.i-.m-,l  ;    ln\  i-biii- li.T  r.MiU"  siiiili'.  with  i]Mii-.-l 


in  of  the  finnaroent,  an 
and  ^laddeit  onrj  b«h<dd(f 
n  trwa  thf  world  woald  In 
hie  paan,  whi<-Ji  wore  dckt 
DlwthepHde  ondo: 
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be  admired  by  tho  connoisseur  of  linman  character,  as  a  porfe<v 
tion  of  art,  but  the  heart  is  not  to  be  deceived  by  the  superficial 
illusion  ;  it  turns  with  delight  to  the  timid,  retiring  fair  one, 
whose  Emile  is  the  smile  of  nature  ;  whose  blush  is  the  soft  suf- 
fusaon  of  delicate  sensibility  ;  and  whose  affections,  unblighted 
by  the  chilling  effects  of  dissipation,  glow  with  all  the  tenderness 
and  purity  of  artless  youth.  Hers  is  a  singleness  of  mind,  a  na- 
tive innocence  of  manners,  and  a  sweet  timidity  that  steal  in- 
sensibly upon  the  heart,  and  lead  it  a  willing  captivo  ;  though 
venturing  occasionally  among  the  fairy  haunts  of  pleasure,  she 
shrinks  from  the  brood  glare  of  notoriety,  and  seems  to  seek 
refuge  amoi^  her  fnends,  even  fh)m  the  admiration  of  the 
world. 

These  observations  bring  to  mind  a  little  allegory  in  one  of 
the  manuscripts  of  the  sage  Hustapha,  which,  being  in  some 
measure  applicable  to  the  subject  of  this  essay,  we  transcribe  for 
the  benefit  of  our  fair  readers. 

Among  the  numerons  race  of  the  Bedouins,  who  people  the 
vast  tracts  of  Arabia  Deserta,  is  a  sraall  tribe,  remarkable  for 
their  habits  of  solitude  and  love  of  independence.  They  are  of 
a  rambling  disposition,  roving  from  waste  to  waste,  slaking  their 
thirst  at  such  scanty  pools  as  are  found  in  those  cheerless  pliuns, 
and  glory  in  the  nuenvied  liberty  they  enjoy,  A  youthful  Arab 
of  this  tribe,  a  simple  son  of  nature,  at  length  growing  weary  of 
his  precarious  and  unsettled  mode  of  life,  determined  to  set  out 
in  search  of  some  permanent  abode.  "  I  will  seek,"  said  he, 
"  some  happy  region,  some  generous  clime,  where  the  dews  of 
heaven  diffuse  fertility  *,  I  will  find  out  some  unfoilii^  stream, 
and,  forsaking  the  Joyless  life  of  my  fore&thers,  settle  on  its  bor- 
ders, dispose  my  mind  to  gentle  pleasures  and  tranquil  eigoy- 
ments,  and  never  wander  more." 
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Enclmnted  witli  Uiih  filctare  of  pastoral  Tcli 
from  the  tents  of  hia  compauiouB  ;  and  having 
Gvo  days,  OD  the  Eixth,  as  the  Baa  wa^  jost  rising  in  nil  the  s^>V 
dors  of  the  East,  he  lifted  up  hia  eyes  and  beheld  eitended 
fore  him,  in  emiling  loxuriani^e,  the  fertile  regions  of  Aral»& 
Hapjiy.  Gently  swelling  hills,  tnfted  with  bli 
Bwept  down  into  luxuriant  vales,  enamelled  with  Bowers  ol 
withering  licauty.  The  son,  no  longer  darting  his  rays  with  iai- 
lid  fervor,  beamed  with  a  genial  warmth  that  gladdened  and 
enriched  the  landscape.  A  pure  and  temperate  serenity,  an  air 
of  volnptnons  repose,  a  smile  of  contented  abnndancc,  pervaded 
the  face  of  nature,  and  every  zephyr  breathed  a  thousand  deli- 
cious odors.  The  bouI  of  the  youthful  wanderer  expanded 
delight — ^be  rused  hia  eyes  to  heaven,  and  almost  mingled 
his  tribute  of  gratitude,  a  Bdgh  of  regret  that  he  had  Ungci 
long  amid  the  sterile  soh'tudes  of  the  desert. 

With  fond  hnpatieuce  he  hastened  to  make  choice  of  a 
where  be  might  fis  his  habitation,  and  taste  the  promised 
of  this  land  of  delight.  But  here  commenced  an  anforesoen 
plextty ;  for,  though  he  beheld  inaomerable  streams  on 
side,  yet  not  one  could  he  find  which  completely  answercdj 
high-raised  expeetatiotis.  One  abouuded  witli  wild  and 
esque  beauty,  bnt  it  was  capricious  and  unsteady  in  its 
sometimes  dashing  its  angry  billows  against  the  rocks,  and 
ra^g  and  overflowing  its  banks.  Another  flowed  emootlil; 
along,  without  even  a  ripple  or  a  marmor  ;  bnt  ita  Iwttom  wa> 
soft  and  muddy,  and  ite  current  doll  and  sluggish.  A  tiiird  ''• 
pure  and  transparent,  but  its  waters  were  of  a  chilling  doUoe^ 
Olid  (t  had  rocks  and  flints  in  its  bosom.  A  fourth  was  duL^^ 
iu  its  tiiMvvi^,  a.^4  ^wsX'i  mv  \ta  meanderings  ;  but  it 
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possessed  a  aparklu^  Tivacitj,  and  &  pungeocr  of  flavor,  that 
deterred  the  wanderer  from  repeatji^  his  draught. 

The  f  onthful  Bedouin  began  to  weary  with  /niitless  trials  and 
repeated  difiappointiQcnts,  when  his  attention  was  saddenlj  at- 
tracted by  a  lively  brook  whose  dancing  wares  ghttered  in  the 
sunbeams,  and  whose  prattling  current  commnnicated  an  air  of 
bewitching  gaiety  to  the  surrounding  landscape.  The  heart  of 
the  wayworn  trayelier  beat  with  expectation  ;  but  on  regarding 
it  attentirely  in  its  course,  he  found  that  it  constantly  avoided 
the  embowering  shade,  loitering  with  equal  fondness,  whether 
gliding  through  the  rich  valley,  or  over  the  barren  sand  ;  that 
the  fragrant  flower,  the  fruitful  shrub,  and  the  worthless  bram- 
ble were  alike  fostered  by  its  waves,  and  that  its  current  waa 
often  intermptcd  by  unprofitable  weeds.  With  idle  ambition  it 
expanded  iteelf  beyond  ita  proper  bounds,  and  spread  into  a  shot 
low  waste  of  water,  destitute  of  beauty  or  utility,  and  babbling 
^ong  with  unintcrestii^  vivacity  and  rapid  turbulence. 

The  wandering  son  of  the  desert  turned  away  with  a  sigh  of 
regret,  and  pitied  a  stream  which,  if  content  within  its  natural 
limits,  might  have  been  the  pride  of  the  valley,  and  the  object  of 
all  his  wishes.  Pensive,  musing,  and  disappointed,  he  slowly 
purtcned  his  now  almost  hopeless  pilgrimage,  and  had  rambled 
for  some  time  along  the  mar^n  of  a  gentle  rivulet,  before  be 
became  sensible  of  its  beauties.  It  was  a  simple  pastoral  stream, 
which,  shunning  the  noonday  glare,  pursncd  Its  nnobtnisive  course 
through  retired  and  tranquil  vales;  now  dimpling  among  flowery 
banks  and  tufted  shrubbery ;  now  windii^  among  spicy  groves, 
whose  aromatic  foU^^  fondly  bent  down  to  meet  the  hmpid 
wave.  Sometimes,  but  not  often,  it  would  venture  from  its  covert 
to  stray  throngh  a  flowery  meadow;  but  quickly,  as  if  fearful  of 
being  seen,  stole  bock  again  into  its  more  con^iu«.V  fbL'o&s^,  %k&. 
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Uicre  lingered  with  sweet  delay.  Whcrcrer  it  tunit  its  c 
tliB  bu-.c!  of  Dfttnre  brijrhleuod  into  smil<»i,  aud  a  p<*retuiiul  s| 
rwgned  opoii  its  liordcT9.  T!ie  warblers  of  the  woodlaud  < 
lighted  to  quit  their  receHics  uud  carol  atnoi^  its  howeni;  wU 
thii  tnrl.Ic-dure,  ttiu  timid  fawii,  tlie  eufti'yed  f»»-ll'^,  and  all  ll 
rural  populace,  wlio  joy  in  the  sequestered  liaiiDtfl  of  iiaim 
resorted  to  its  vidtiity.  Its  pure  traiispareut  vut^Ts  mlicd  o 
Gnow-wliite  sands,  and  heaven  itself  was  Teflect«d  iu  its  tmnqi 
bosom. 

The  Gimple  Aral)  tlirew  himself  upou   its  vi-rdant  margin;  '. 
tasted  the  silver  tide,  aud  it  was  like  nectar  to  his  li|M  ; 
bomided  with  trauaport,  for  lie  had  fouud  the  object  <^  lus  « 
faring.    "  Here,"  cried  he,  "  will  I  pitch  my  t«nt:  here  will  ^ 
pass  my  days;  for  pure,  O  fair  stream,  is  thy  gen  lie 
bcaateoQs  are  thy  borders;  and  tin-  gi-ove  must  be  o  I 
that  is  refreshed  by  iby  uieantleriu^I" 


6i  TTOW  liard  it  is,"  cxclainw  Uie  divine  Cob-ftiiMt,  ti 
-LX  known  among  the  illiterate  by  the  name  of 
fhcius,  "  for  a  man  to  bite  off  his  owu  nose !"  At  tlufl 
Wniiam  Wizard,  Ew]..  feel  tlio  full  force  of  this  r«M 
cauQot  but  frive  vent  to  ray  tribnlation  at  being  ohl^^ 
the  whim  of  friend  Lan^tnff,  to  stop  shcirt  in  my  litenrf 
when  ot  the  very  point  of  a.ttoiti^hiti(t  my  romitry,  sad 
the  brightest  W«e\a  ftt  Utetntdre.     "n'c  daily  hear  of  ah! 
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thor  freqnency,  excite  bat  little  BStooishmeDt  or  aympatby;  but 
it  is  not  often  that  we  hear  of  a  man's  letting  inunortalitj  slip 
throngh  his  fingers;  and  when  he  does  meet  with  Bach  a  miB> 
fortune,  who  would  deny  him  the  comfort  of  bewailing  his 
calamity  f 

Next  to  embargo,  laid  apon  oar  commerce,  the  greatest  pab- 
Uc  annoyance  is  the  embai^oliud  upon  our  work;  in  conseqaenca 
of  which,  the  produce  of  my  wits,  like  that  of  my  conntry,  mnst 
remain  at  home;  and  my  ideas,  like  so  many  merchantmen  in 
port,  or  redonbtable  Aigatee  in  the  Potomac,  moulder  away  in 
the  mud  of  my  own  brain.  I  know  of  few  thinga  in  this  world 
more  annoying  than  to  be  iDtemiptcd  in  the  middle  of  a  favorite 
story,  at  the  most  iaterestbg  part,  where  one  expects  to  shine; 
or  to  have  a  conTersation  broken  off  jost  when  yon  are  about 
coming  ont,  with  a  score  of  cxcelluit  jokes,  not  one  of  which  bat 
was  good  enoagh  to  make  every  fine  figure  in  corsets  literally 
split  her  sides  with  laughter.  In  some  snch  predicament  am  I 
placed  at  preeent;  and  I  do  protest  to  you,  my  good-looking  and 
well  beloved  readers,  by  the  chop-sticks  of  the  immortal  Josh,  I 
was  on  the  very  brink  of  treating  you  with  a  full  broadside  of 
the  most  ingenions  and  instrnctive  essays  that  your  precioaa 
noddles  were  ever  bothered  with. 

In  the  first  place,  I  had,  with  infinite  labor  and  pains,  and  by 
consnltii^  the  divine  Plato,  Sanconiathon,  Apollonins  Khodiiis, 
Su:  John  Harrington,  Noah  Webster,  Linknm  Fidelias,  and 
others,  folly  refated  all  those  wild  theories  respecting  the  first  . 
settlement  of  our  venerable  country;  and  proved,  beyond  con- 
tradiction, that  America,  bo  far  from  being,  as  the  writers  of 
upstart  Europe  denominate  it,  the  new  world,  is  at  least  as  old 
as  any  couotry  in  existence,  not  excepting  Egypt,  China,  or 
even  the  land  of  the  Assiniboins;  winch,  aaun^ii%^A^!ti&'>itAp 
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ditious  of  that  ancient  peopli^,  has  already  aesisted  at  the  fm 
rals  of  thirteen  buub,  aod  four  bnndred  and  seventy  thonaauil 
moous! 

I  had  likewise  written  a  long  dissertation  on  certain  b 
giyphicH  discovered  on  these  fragments  tif  the  moon,  which  ti 
laltlf  fallen,  with  sin^ar  propriety,  in  a  odghboring  Suj 
nud  have  tlirown  consideralile  light  on  the  state  of  literature  M 
the  arts  in  that  planet,  showing  thttt  the  unirersal  laugi 
which  prevails  there  is  high  Dutch;  thereby  proving  it  to  be  i 
most  ancient  and  orighiol  tongue,  and  corroboraling  the  cfiui 
of  a  celebrated  poet,  that  it  is  the  language  in  which  the  Knpcot 
templed  our  grandmother  Eve. 

To  snpport  the  theatric  department,  I  had  several  very  jodi- 
cious  critiques,  ready  written,  wherein  no  qnarter  was  Ehoi 
cither  to  authors  or  actors;  and  I  was  only  waiting  to  detcm 
at  what  jilnya  or  performances  they  should  be  levelled. 
the  grnnd  spectacle  of  Cinderella,  which  is  to  be  i 
this  season,  I  had  given  it  a  most  nnmerciful  hoiidhng,  Hhoiri 
that  it  was  neither  tragedy,  comedy,  nor  faree;  that  the  i 
dents  were  highly  improbable,  that  the  prince  played  litM 
perfect  harlequin,  that  the  white  mice  were  merely  powdered4 
the  occasion,  and  that  the  new  moou  bad  a  must  oatngeoiv 
copper  nose. 

Bnt  my  most  profound  and  erudite  esMiy  b  embryo  is  a 
lytieal,  hvporcritical  review  of  these  Salmagnndi  Incubratioi 
which  I  had  written  partly  in  revenge  for  the  many  wof 
jokes  played  off  nguinst  me  by  my  confeileratcs,  and  partly! 
the  puqvose  of  saving  much  iiivahialilc  labor  to  the  Zoilnsca  4 
Dennises  of  the  age,  by  detecting  and  expoeiug  all  the  a 
ties,  resem\)\aocc8,*'5'QSKi3ttflKs,aualogies,  coincidences,  etc,  »lii 
occur  in  l\iis  wmV. 
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I  hold  it  downright  plagtariam  for  any  aathor  to  write,  or 
eren  to  think,  in  the  same  raaoner  with  aaj  other  writer  that 
either  did,  doth,  or  may  exist.  It  !■  a  sago  maxim  of  law — 
"  ^TiorarUia  nflftinan  excutal " — and  the  same  has  lieen  extended 
to  literature  :  bo  that  if  an  author  shall  pnbliRb  an  idea  that 
has  Ijcen  ever  hinted  by  another,  it  shall  l>e  no  exculpation  for 
him  to  plead  ignorance  of  the  foot.  All,  therefore,  that  I  bad 
to  do  was  to  take  a  good  pair  of  spectacles,  or  a  magnifying 
glass,  and  with  Salm^nndi  in  hand  and  a  tablefdl  of  books 
before  me,  to  mose  over  them  alternately,  in  a  comer  of  Cock- 
loft library :  carcfolly  comparing  and  contrasting  all  odd  ends 
and  fragments  of  sentences.  Little  did  honest  Lannce  smipect, 
when  he  sat  lounging  and  scribbling  in  his  elbow-chair  with  no 
other  stock  to  draw  upon  than  his  own  bruin,  and  no  other 
authority  to  consnlt  than  the  sage  Linknra  Fidelins — little  did 
he  think  that  his  careless,  unstudied  effusions  wonld  recciTo  such 
Bcmpulons  investigation . 

By  laborious  researches,  and  patiently  (xdlating  words,  where 
sentences  and  ideas  did  not  correspond,  I  have  detected  sundry 
sly  disgniscs  and  metamorphoses  of  which.  111  be  bound,  Lang^ 
staff  himself  is  ignorant.  Thus,  for  instance — the  little  man  in 
black,  is.  evidently  no  less  a  personage  than  old  Ooody  Blake 
or  Goody  something,  filched  from  the  Spectator,  who  confessedly 
filched  her  from  Otway's  "  wrinkled  hag  with  age  grown  don- 
ble."  My  friend  Launce  has  taken  the  honest  old  woman, 
dressed  her  up  in  the  cast-off  suit  worn  by  Twaits,  in  Lampedo, 
and  endeavored  to  palm  the  imposture  upon  the  enUghtened 
Inhabitants  of  Ootliara.  No  farther  proof  of  the  fact  need  be 
given,  than  that  Goody  Blake  was  taken  for  a  witch,  and  the 
little  maa  in  black  for  a  conjurer ;  and  that  they  boUi  Uvcd  in 
villi^es,  the  inhabitants  of  which  wen  diBtengmAMA^^'^  vt&M^ 
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respoctful  abliorrence  of  hobgoblius  &Dd  brDomalidu ; 
sure  the  aftoaistiiiig  Gimiliarity  euds  here,  bat  surely  tbatfl 
enough  to  prove  that  the  Lttlc  mau  in  black  is  no  other  tiuui 
Qoody  Blukc  in  tlic  disguise  of  a  white  witch. 

Thus,  also,  the  sage  Mustapha,  in  mistaking'  a  brag-partj  tut 
a  contention  of  magi  studying  hieraglvphics,  may  pretend  J 
originality  of  idea  aud  to  a  familiar  aeqoaintnncc  with  I 
black-letter  literati  of  the  East.  But  this  Tripolitan  trick  t 
not  pass  here  ;  I  refer  those  who  wish  to  detect  Itis  t 
to  one  of  those  wholesale  J umbles,  or  bodge-podgc  colleclioniJ 
science,  which,  like  a  tailor's  pandemouiuui  or  a  giblet^o,  • 
receplaelcs  for  scientific  filaments  of  all  sorts  and  sixes, 
reader,  learned  in  dictioaary  studies,  will  at  ouce  pcrcoin 
mean  an  encyclopasdia.  There,  nadcr  the  titlu  of  Ma^,  Eg} 
Cards,  of  Hieroglyphics,  I  forget  which,  will  be  disouTcred  i| 
idea  similar  to  that  of  Mustapha,  as  snugly  concealed  as  ti 
at  the  bottom  of  a  well,  or  the  mistletoe  amid  the  f 
braucbes  of  an  oak  ;  aud  it  may  at  any  time  be  drawn  froift 
lorking-plnce,  by  those  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  w«t 
who  labor  in  hnmbler  wall»  of  criticism.  This  h 
most  unpardonable  error  of  the  sage  Mustapha,  w^^o  had-b| 
the  captain  of  a  ketch  ;  and,  of  course,  as  your  nautical  n 
are  for  the  most  part  very  learned,  ought  to  have  known  b 
But  this  is  not  tlio  only  blunder  of  the  grave  Kussulnuui  ■ 
swears  by  the  head  of  Amrou,  the  beanl  of  Barbarossa,  i 
the  sword  of  Khalid,  as  glibly  as  our  good  Christian  s 
anathematize  body  and  Bonl,  or  a  sailor  bis  eyes  and  odd  lliii| 
Now  I  solemnly  pledge  myself  to  the  world,  that  in  all  my  H 
rels  through  the  East,  in  Persia,  Antbia,  China,  and  E 
never  kea.T&  lowa,  'torauxa,  or  child,  utter  any  of  those  f 
rooa  aud  uew-^a.^^'A  asCT^wSfisoi-,  ^-^"^^B^-im^ix  Ccgm  am 
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ii^  by  any  maD'a  bead,  it  u  consideTed,  thronghoat  the  Eaat, 
the  greatest  iunilt  that  can  be  offered  to  cither  the  ^nng  or 
dead  to  meddle  in  any  shape  even  with  his  beard.  Theee  are 
but  two  or  three  specimens  of  the  czpoaores  I  would  bare 
made ;  bat  I  should  have  descended  still  lower  ;  nor  woold 
have  spared  the  most  insigiuficant  and,  or  bnt,  or  nererthelesB, 
provided  I  could  have  found  a  ditto  in  the  Spectator  or  the  dio 
tionar; ;  but  all  these  minntiffi  I  bequeath  to  the  Lillipatian 
literati  of  this  Bagaciona  commonity,  who  are  food  of  hunting 
"  such  small  deer,"  and  I  earnestly  pray  they  may  find  fall 
employment  fur  a  twelvemonth  to  come. 

But  the  moat  ontr^cona  pla^rianis  of  friend  Lanncelot,  are 
those  mode  on  sundry  living  personages.  Thus  :  Tom  Straddle 
has  been  evidently  stolen  from  a  distingnished  Brnmniagem  emi- 
grant, since  they  both  ride  on  horseback ;  Dabble,  the  little 
great  man,  has  his  origin  in  a  certain  aspiring  counsellor,  who  is 
rising  in  the  world  as  rapidly  as  the  heaviness  of  his  head  will 
permit ;  mine  nncle  John  will  bear  a  tolerable  comparison,  par- 
ticularly as  it  respects  the  sterling  qualities  of  his  heart,  with  a 
worthy  yeoman  of  Westchester  County;  and  to  deck  out  Annt 
Charity,  and  the  amiable  Miss  Cocklofts,  he  has  rifled  the 
charms  of  half  the  ancient  vestals  in  the  city.  Nay,  he  has  - 
taken  nnpardonable  liberties  with  my  own  person  I — elevating 
me  on  the  substantial  pedestals  of  a  worthy  gentleman  from 
China,  and  trickii^  me  out  with  claret  coats,  tight  breeches, 
and  silver-spri^ed  dickeys,  in  sach  sort  that  I  can  scarcely 
jecognize  my  own  resemblance;  whereas  I  absolutely  declare 
that  I  am  an  exceeding  good-looking  man,  neither  too  tall  nor 
too  short,  too  old  nor  too  young,  with  a  person  indifferently 
robust,  a  head  rather  inclining  to  be  large,  an  easy  swing  in  my 
walk ;   and  that   I   wear  my  own  hmr,  twlttRT  v^iew^,  VkSK 
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cropped,  nor  turned  tip,  bat  in  a  ta^T,  pendnlons  osctUatiD^  d 
tieil  wllh'u  yard  of  nine-pcniiy  block  ribbuu. 

Aiul  now  haTin^  8nid  all  that  otrcnrs  to  mc  on  the  pivacut 
pattii^tic  occasion — having  mode  my  Rpeoch,  wrote  my  cQl<>fry, 
■mil  drawn  my  portrait,  I  bid  my  readers  an  affectionate  I 
wcU  ;    exhortiug  tlicm   to   live   houustly  and    soberly — pa^ft 
thiur  taxes,  and  reverencing  the  state,  the  charch,  nnd  the  a 
poration — rpoding  diligently  the  Bible  and  almaaac,  the  t> 
paper  and  Salmagnndi ;  which  is  all  the  reading  an  hnuist  d 
wn  has  occaeion  for — and  eschewing  all  epirit  of  faction,  d 
tent,  irreligion,  nnd  criticiam 

Which  is  all  at  present 

Prom  their  departed  friend. 
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